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PAGLESHAM. 


MANOBS  AND  ESTATSS^MASSXTS  CHABITY— GHT7BGH-.CLESGYw 
OYSTER  FISHESISS-^MUGGLIKG,  &o. 

AGLESHAM  is  written  in  records  in  a  variety 
'of  ways  such  as  Packlesham,  Parklesham,  Pach- 
esham,  Padesham,  Pakelesham  and  Pagglesham. 
The  principal  part  of  the  parish  forms  a  peninsula, 
having  for  its  northern  boundary  a  creek,  called 
Paglesham  creek,  dividing  it  from  Wallasey  Island, 
(into  which  some  of  the  land  extends)  and  upon  the 
south  abutting  upon  the  river  Broom-Hill,  a  tributary 
of  the  Roach.  There  are  great  varieties  of  soil,  the 
best  land  is  principally  to  be  found  across  the  centre, 
from  West  to  East,  whilst  the  grass  marshes,  of  which 
the  major  portion  is  on  the  South,  are  adapted  for 
sheep  grazing  or  pasturing  young  cattle.  A  small 
portion  of  West-hall  has  for  some  years  been  devoted 
to  the  growth  of  hops,  but  their  further  culture  has 
been  abandoned.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  the 
attempt  to  grow  them  in  this  district.  Some  have  repu- 
ted this  neighbourhood  aguish  and  xmhealthy,  but  we 
now  submit  to  such  cavillers  the  following  nut  to  crack. 
We  are  here  told  of  two  inhabitants  who  lived  in 
adjoining  houses  at  the  East  End  for  many  years. 
James  Gust,  commonly  called  Father  Gust,  whq  rarely 
went  to  bed  sober,  Uved  to  the  age  of  94,  and  the 
other,  Mr.  James  Wiseman,  who  was  temperate  and 
VOL.  u. 
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Browne,  his  great  nephew,  succeeded  to  this  estate  of 
Church-hall,  and  died  Ist  of  August,  1580.  His  heir 
was  his  uncle,  John  Browne,  of  Wickham,  who  died 
26th  of  February,  1585.  His  second  son,  Antony^^ 
Knighted  in  1603,  succeeded  him,  and  dying  in  1623 
the  estate  devolved  upon  his  son  John^  who  by  Martha 
his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Tabor,  L.  D.,  had  Antony^ 
who  was  Knighted,  and  having  obtained  an  act  of 
Parliament  in  1661  or  1662  to  sell  lands  for  payment 
of  his  debts,  sold  this  estate  to  John  Goldesburgh. 
Morant  says,  of  his  son,  it  is  said  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  Sir  Francis  St.  John.  From  the  Court 
Rolls  we  find  that  in  1671  it  was  in  the  possession  of 
Prudence  Butler,  and  that  in  1676  was  held  the  first 
court  of  Jacob  Butler,  in  1734  that  of  James  Butler, 
in  1742  of  John  Butler,  of  Warminghurst,  in  Sussex, 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  that  County,  in  1769  of  James 
Butler,  in  1780  of  Jemima  Butler  and  Patty  Butler, 
in  1786  ot  Roger  Cloughf  and  Jemima  his  wife,  and 
Patty  Clough,  widow,  in  1792  of  William  Swaine  and 
EleanorJ  his  wife,  of  Fleet  Hall,  in  1796  of  Eleanor 
Swaine,  widow,  in  1807  of  John  Massu.  There  is  a 
white  marble  tablet  on  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel 
of  Faglesham  Church,  "To  the  memory  of  John 
Massu,  §  Esq.,  of  Langtons,  in  the  parish  of  Hornchurch, 
in  this  County,  who  died  the  18th  December,  1807^ 
aged  49  years.  In  death  lamented  as  in  life  belov'd." 
The  arms  of  Massu,  on  a  hatchment  above,  are, 

*'  Per  bend  Ax.  and  Ga.  a  bend  Or.  Great  a  Balearic  crane  Arg. 
beaked  and  membered  Gtl." 

The  vault  containing  his  remains  is  beneath  the  centre 
of  the  chancel.     By  will  he  left  this  property  to  his 

*  Tbe  title  of  Anthony  Browne  to  this  eetate  was  diapnted  in  1692,  by 
descendants  of  the  Warners,  yis.,  Katherine  who  had  married  Nioholaa 
Waldgrave,  and  Jane  her  sister,  married  to  Gamaliel  Capell. 

t  In  1790  he  is  styled  the  Bey.  Boger  Olongh. 

X  See  Sutton  and  North  Shoebnry. 

§  There  is  a  similar  tablet  erected  by  Mrs.  Massu,  in  the  naye  under  the 
'erestory  in  Hornchurch  Ohurch. 
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widow,  Mary  Massu,  for  life,  with  remtdnder  to  George 
Harrison  Wilson,  of  Rochford  Hall.  On  a  tablet  in 
Homchurcli  Church  is,  "  This  tablet  was  erected  by 
John  and  Mary  Massu  Stanley,  in  affectionate  and 

Satefiil  remembrance  of  Mary  Massu,  widow  of  John 
assu,  Esq.  Shedied at  Langtons,  January  22nd,  1850, 
aged  79  years."  G.  H.  Wilson  formerly  lived  at 
Butlers,  in  Shopland,  then  at  Rochford  Hall,  and  died 
in  Ireland.  He  sold  the  property  to  William  Andrews, 
of  Bomford,  the  present  owner,  who  held  his  first 
court  in  1860.  A  portion  of  the  copyhold  belonging 
to  this  manor  is  subject  to  the  custom  of  "  Borough 
English."  It  consists  of  about  1^  acres  of  land  called 
"Winton-haw,"  and  belongs  to  G.  F.  Browning. 
According  to  Jacob's  Law  Dictionary,  by  this  custom, 
upon  the  death  of  a  tenant,  the  copyhold  descends 
to  the  yoimgest  son,  but  if  he  leaves  no  issue,  then  to 
his  younger  brother,  and  he  continues  ^^  that  it  has 
been  observed  that  the  original  of  this  old  custom  pro- 
ceeded from  the  lords  of  certain  lands  claiming  the 
right  of  concubinage  on  the  wedding  night  with  the 
tenant's  wife.  But  the  reason  of  this  custom  of  Borough 
English,  sa^s  Littleton,  is  because  the  youngest  son  is 
presumed  m  law  to  be  least  able  to  provide  for  him- 
self." (Litt.  165.")  From  an  old  account  book 
of  Beckwith's  (now  in  the  possessipn  of  the  Laver* 
&mily,)  who  farmed  Church-hall,  consisting  of  436 
acres  within  the  walls,  we  find  in  1788  the  half-year's 
rent  was  £52  12s.  after  deducting  land-tax. 

The  manors  of  "  East-hall  and  South-hall"  were  tor 
many  years  in  the  same  hands.  East-hall  was  known 
at  first  by  the  name  of  Paklesham-hall.     They  are 

*  The  late  Mr  William  Layer,  of  East-hall,  who  died  at  an  advanoed  age, 
had  a  TiWd  reoolleotion  of  the  yolanteer's  frolics  at  Bayleigh  and  other 
places.  (See  Little  Wakering.)  At  that  time  it  was  almost  as  rare  to  see 
a  farmer  go  home  from  market  sober,  as  it  is  now  to  see  one  intozioated. 
He  oonld  remember  fonr  going  to  Southend  to  see  their  samples  of  com 
taken,  and  remaining  there  until  the  return  of  the  barg^  from  London.  Of 
this  number  was  Thomas  Carr,  of  Shopland-Hall.  Mr.  Layer  sold  wheat  at 
§n  per  quarter  in  1817,  but  remembered  it  in  1799  and  1800,  at  £10  per 
quarter. 
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London.  He  shortly  afterwards  joined  the  Duke  of 
Schomberg*s  regiment  of  horse,  composed  of  French 
Huguenots,  as  lieutenant,  August  10th,  1689,  and 
marched  for  Ireland.  His  w£fe  and  son  arrived  in 
London  four  days  after  he  had  left,  from  Geneva. 
After  the  campaign  he  had  a  small  pension  granted  him, 
and  retired  to  Ireland,  on  account  of  its  bein^  the 
cheapest  country  at  the  time  to  live  in.  His  son,  Jacob 
PecheU,  who  was  only  13  at  this  time,  afterwards 
entered  the  army,  attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  ^^  Alamanza," 
in  Spain.  He  was  father  of  lieutenant-colonel  Pond 
PecheU,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  British  service, 
who  was  created  a  baronet  1st  May,  1797.  He 
married  in  1752,  Mary,  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Brooks,  or  JBrooke,  before  mentioned  of 
Pagglesham,  in  Essex.  Upon  his  decease  in  1803 
he  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  of  West-hall  by 
his  eldest  son,  Sir  Thamaa^  a  major-general  in  the 
army,  who  married  in  1783,  Charlotte,  second 
daughter  of  lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Clavering, 
K.B.  Sir  Thomas  assumed,  by  simi-manual  in  1801, 
his  maternal  surname  of  ^^Brooke,  in  addition  to  and 
before  his  patronymic.  He  died  18th  of  June,  1826, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  second  son  Sir  Samud  John 
Brooke  PecheU,  who  married  in  1833,  JuUa  Maria, 
only  surviving  daughter  of  Robert  Edward,  9th  Lord 
Petre.  He  died  November  3rd,  1849,  and  his  honours 
and  estates  devolved  upon  his  brother,  admiral  Sir 
George  Richard  Brooke  rechell,  of  Castle  Goring,  near 
Shoreham,  Sussex,  M.P.  for  Brighton.  His  wife  was 
the  Honourable  Lady  Eatherine  Annabella  Bisshopp, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Cecil,  12th  Baron  de  la  Zouche. 
He  had  issue  one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  son, 
William  Henry  Cecil  George  Brooke  PecheU,  captain 
77th  Regiment,  bom  26th  May,  1830,  was  killed  ia 
the  trenches  before  Sebastopol,  3rd  September,  1855. 
Sir  George  Richard  himself  died  June  29th,  1860,  and 
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her  ladyship  July  29th9  1871,  at  Hampton  Court 
Palace,  aged  79.  Failing  heirs  male,  he  was  suc- 
ceeded hy  his  relative,  Sir  George  Samuel  Brooke 
Pechell,  of  Pagglesham  and  Alton  House,  Alton, 
Hampshire,  grandson  of  Augustus,  second  son  of  Sir 
Paul,  1st  Baronet, who  married  in  1842  May  Robertson, 
daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  Bremner,  and  has  issue 
Samuel  George,  born  in  1852,  and  other  children. 
Arms: — 

GqIm,  a  lion  rampaat  or;  on  a  chiefi  of  the  seoond,  tiiree  laurel 
braaolMB,  erect,  proper.  CreBt,— A  lark^  proper,  oharged  with  two  fleiuni. 
de-lis  in  feaee,  or.    Motto.    Via  ea  nostra  voeo. 

The  property  dow  known  as  ^'  Paglesham  House/' 
with  the  land  belonging  thereto,  was  formerly  in  two 
moieties.  One  moiety  called  "  Trowts,"  in  1563 
belonged  to  John  Meller,  alias  Sawman,  who  sold  it  to 
Richard  Crymble.  In  1587  it  was  in  Thomas 
Beawley,  who,  in  1602,  conveyed  it  to  Dorcas  Turfet, 
In  1619  it  was  in  Peter  King.  The  other  moiety 
called  ^^Pakes,"  alias  ^^Pecldes,"  was  in  the  King 
family  in  1624.  Henry  Fritton  was  admitted  in  1679. 
John  Cavell  was  in  possession  of  both  in  1695.  There 
are  two  upright  stones  in  the  church-yard  at  the  east- 
end  of  the  chancel,  with  these  inscriptions.  Upon 
the  first — 

*<  Mdnei,  Mr.  John  Cayell,  deoeased  13th  Feb.  1717,  aged  78  yean. 
John  CaTell,  Jnnr.,  Angt  28rd,  1747.  Martha  CaTeU,  wife  of  John  Cayell, 
Jon'-.  Angt  27th,  1747,  aged  88  years." 

The  second  stone  is  inscribed  to 

<*  Mn.  Bealrioe  Briggi,  who  died  18th  Sepr,  1768,  aged  66  yean." 

Cavell  Briggs,  of  Rochford,  sold  the  property  in  l782 
to  Thomas  Uarridge*  The  latter  sold  it  to  Henry 
Beckwith,  who  was  admitted  in  1801.  He  sold  it  in 
1806  to  Thomas  Browning.  The  property  at  this 
time  was  known  as  ^'  Poond  House,"  from  the 
adjacent  parish  pound,  and  was  used  as  the  parish 
workhouse.  Thomas  Browning's  executors  sold  it  in 
1834,  to  Stephen  Allen,  who  died  in  1849.     By  will  he 
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bequeathed  it  to  his  second  son,  John  Allen,  who  is 
resident.  The  house  was  added  to  and  enlarged  by 
thepresent  possessor  in  1861. 

The  first  notice  we  have  of  "  Thurbanes  "  is  in  the 
chantry  roU,  19.  No.  1.  Essex,  temp.  2nd  Edward  VI., 
where  we  find  that  "  Robt.  Norton  gave  xy  acres  of 
land  of  the  w**  vj  acres  arrable  &  \j  acres  Mersshe  for 
one  yerelie  obit*  for  ever  in  the  tenur  of  Robt  Broke, 
called  Thurbans,  w**^  is  letten  to  one  Margaret  Tiytle, 
Widowe,  by  there  xxiij"  whereof  for  rent  iij",  to  the 
poore  xviijB  x*.  And  so  remainethe  cler  xiiij^."  In 
the  "Augmentation  Office.  Sale  of  Colleges  Chantries 
Hen.  8.  Ed.  6.  No.  67.  Miscel*  Books,  fol.  538. 
Paglesande.  There  is  in  the  same  towne  xg  acr'  of 
lande  of  whiche  vj  acres  arrable  and  vj  acres  marsshe 
of  the  gifte  of  Robte  Norton  for  one  obite  for  ever  in 
the  tenure  of  Robte  Broke  called  Thurbans,  whiche  is 
lette  to  Margaret  Trittle,  Widowe  by  yere  xxiij" 
whereof  iij*  is  alio'  to  S'  Willm  Stafforde  as  to  his 
manno'  of  East  hall.  To  the  poore  Lande  Bex  exmi 
avit  and  so  rema3niethe  xx*."  This  was  since  part  of 
the  estate  of  the  Asser  family,  and  from  them  came 
to  the  Drew  and  Welch  family,  and  was  sold  after  the 
death  of  John  Gregory  Welch  to  William  Andrews, 
of  Romford,  in  1854,  who  resold  it  to  John  AUen,  of 
Paglesham  House,  in  1860,  in  whose  hands  it  still 
remains. 

"  North  House  "  and  land  was  formerly  in  Thomas 
Betts.f  His  executors  sold  it  in  1818  to  W.  P.  T.  L. 
WeUesley.  The  trustees  of  the  Westminster  Insurance 
Company,  who  were  mortgagees,  sold .  it  to  W.  T. 
Meeson  in  1863,  who  resold  it  to  the  present  proprietor, 
W.  Andrews.  It  has  since  been  added  to  "  Clements 
Marsh,"  a  small  portion  of  which,  about  26  acres,  is 

*  An  obit  was  an  office  performed  at  faneralB,  when  the  corpse  was  in 
the  chnrch  and  before  it  was  bnried.  It  afterwards  came  to  be  the  anni- 
Tersary  of  the  death  of  a  benefactor. 

f  Bee  inscriptions. 
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in  this  parish,  and  the  rest  in  Hockley.  This  was 
bought  by  Mr  Andrews  of  Earl  Cowley,  beiag  a 
portion  of  the  Momington  estate.    . 

''  Welds  "  is  a  small  estate,  upon  which  stands  an 
ancient  house  used  for  a  workhouse,  previous  to  Found 
House  being  occupied  for  that  purpose.  It  was  in  Ann 
Weld,  widow,  in  1758.  It  afterwards  came  to  the  late 
William  Weld  Wren^  of  Eastwood,  who  sold  it  to 
Erasmus  Weld,  of  25,  Notting-hUl  Square,  Middlesex, 
(brother  of  Captain  Weld,  RN.)  of  the  Commissariat 
(ordinance)  department,  a  Peninsular  Medallist,  who 
8old  it  to  the  above  named  William  Andrews. 

"  Lunts,"  now  calledCupola  house  was  formerly  copy- 
hold property  in  the  manors  of  East-hall  and  South-^hall. 
In  1697  Thomas  Midwinter,  Citizen  and  Draper  of 
London,  and  Grace,  his  wife,  were  in  possession  of  this 
estate.  They  sold  it  1699  to  John  Bennett,  whose 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Bennett,  married  Nicholas  Foster. 
Nicholas  Foster  and  Elizabeth  Bennett  were  both  dead 
in  1731.  Their  son,  Bennett  Foster,  was  admitted 
June  5th,  1731,  and  died  without  issue.  His  brother, 
Isaac  Foster,  was  admitted  in  1777,  who  by  will  dated 
in  1799  left  it  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Foster  Mustard,  of 
Lexden.  He  was  admitted  in  1783.  He  and  his 
wife  Rebecca  Heacock  Mustard,  sold  it  to  Thomas 
Browning  in  1802.  He  commenced  buildiog  the  pre- 
sent mansion  in  1803-4  and  died  ia  1833.  llis 
executors  sold  it  in  1834  to  John  Bowen,  of  Budge 
Bow,  London,  who  died  in  1859.  By  will  dated  in 
1843,  he  left  the  estate  to  his  son  James  Hill  Bowen, 
of  No.  10,  Eliot  Place,  Blackheath,  Kent,  who  was 
admitted  April  18th,  1860.  He  enfranchised  the 
property  in  1862,  and  sold  it  the  same  year  to  the  pre- 
sent owner,  George  Fuller  Brovming,  grandson  of 
Thomas  Browning.  His  only  chUd,  Alice,  by  his  wife 
Ann  Patience,  daughter  of  Henry  Coe,  of  South-hall, 
is  married  to  Zachary  Pettitt,  who  resides  at  Lunts. 

"Finch  and  Mauls,"  a  property  situate  between  the 
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Rectory  and  the  Church,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
executors  of  Charlotte  Wiseman,  widow  of  John 
Wiseman,*  son  of  Elijah  Wiseman,  of  Stannets. 

"The  Chase"  was  formerly  in  several  moieties. 
One  belonged  to  Peter  Crush,  of  Bumham,  and  another 
to  the  Browning  family.  These  parties  sold  the  same 
to  James  Wiseman,  who  died  in  1851.  This  family 
has  been  located  at  Paglesham  for  many  generations* 
James  Wiseman  was  descended  maternally  from 
Susannahf  Ley,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Ley,  Rector  of  Layer  Mamey,  and  Lucy  Boys,  his 
wife.  This  Rev.  Charles  Ley,  born  in  1728,  was 
great  grandson  of  the  Rev.  PhiUp  Ley,  descended  from 
James  Ley,  of  Westbury,  Wiltshire,  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  in  Ireland,  created  a  Baronet 
18th  James,  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
in  England,  22  James,  Lord  Ley,  of  Ley,  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  22nd  James,  and  advanced  to  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Marlborough,  1st  Charles.  Lucy  Boys  was 
descended  from  the  Boys,  of  Kent,  who  came  over  with 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  was  great  granddaughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  Boys,  Dean  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
reign  of  James  1st.  His  son,  the  Rev.  James  Boys,| 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  Coggeshall  44  years,  who  died  in  1725, 
had  a  son,  James  Boys,  barrister  at  law.  and  father  of 
Lucy  Boys,  above  named.  After  the  death  of  James 
Wisem£ui,  the  estate  came  to  his  son  James^^  bom  in 
1835,  the  present  owner,  who  has  considerably  enlarged 
the  house  and  improved  the  grounds. 

The  greater  part  of  "  East  Grapnels,"^  or  "  Hilly 

*  See  insoriptiona. 

t  See  ixiMsriptioiui  in  Chnrohyard. 

X  The  aboTe  mentioned  Ber.  Jamee  Bojb  was  presented  to  the  living  of 
Coggesliall  in  1679,  by  Daniel  Finoh,  Henry  St.  John,  and  Thomas  Barring- 
ton,  eons  in  law  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 

§  He  is  half  brother  to  the  late  Bennet  Forster,  of  Fonlness,  who  died  in 
1840. 

T  Part  of  this  farm  called  OooUey  Lay,  or  Oocksey  Lay,  otherwise 
Little  Marsh,  is  in  Little  Wakering. 

Part  ot  the  Ferry  farm  in  Wallasea,  is  in  Paglesham,  for  an  aooonnt  of 
which  see  that  Island. 
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Marsli,"  the  highest  ground  in  Wallasey  Island,  and 
"  West  Grapnels/'  otherwise  "  Richmonds,"  in  the 
same  Island,  are  in  this  parish.  They  are  the  second 
farms  you  arrive  at  upon  entering  the  Island  from 
Canewdon.  From  the  court  rolls  of  the  honour  of 
Rayleigh,  (temp.  James  I.)  we  find  that  John  Eversley 
held  lands  of  that  honour,  called  Grapnelle  and  Garden 
fee,  in  Paglesham.  In  the  royalist  composition  papers, 
vol.  69,  p.  259,  1st  series,  we  find  the  petition  of  John 
Webbe,  of  London,  to  the  commissioners  for  com- 
pounding, which  states  that  *'  besides  being  seized  of 
a  farm  called  Giddy-hall,  and  the  Bridge  ground,  and 
other  lands  in  Little  Clacton,  Great  Clacton,  Mealy, 
and  Thorpe,  he  was  seized  of  a  moiety  of  marsh  land 
called  'Grotneir  in  the  isle  of  WaUits,  and  that  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament  dated  21st  October,  1653,  two 
third  parts  of  the  lands  and  estate  of  recusants  are  to 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth,  he  there- 
fore desires  he  may  be  admitted  to  contract  for  the 
same,  and  in  page  269  of  the  same  series,  we  find  a 
second  petition  respecting  this  business  dated  1654, 
from  the  trustees  of  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Webb 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  showing  that  John  Webb,  the 
grandfather  of  the  said  Mary,  by  indenture  dated  1638, 
devised  amongst  other  estates,  property  in  Pacclesham 
and  Little  Wackering  in  the  island  of  Wallets,  to 
trustees  upon  trust,  for  raising  £1000  towards  the 
portion  of  the  said  Mary  when  she  should  attain  the 
age  of  *ffower'  years,  and  also  for  raising  portions 
for  such  other  daughters  as  the  said  John  Webb  the 
son,  shall  have  by  the  said  Elizabeth,  that  the  said 
Mary  is  lately  attained  to  the  age  of  'ffower'  years, 
so  as  your  petitioners  are  become  entitled  to  the  profits 
of  the  premises,  for  performance  of  the  same  trust, 
but  the  said  land  being  under  sequestration  for  the 
recusancy  of  the  said  John  Webb  the  son,  who  by  the 
limitation  of  the  said  deed  was  to  enjoy  the  same  till 
the  said  daughter  should  attain  the    age  of  *ffower' 

b2 
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years.  Your  petitioners  are  by  means  thereof,  hindred 
in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  and  pray  to  be 
allowed  their  claim."*  It  appears  this  fanuly  sur- 
mounted their  troubles,  and  retained  a  portion  of  their 
inheritance,  for  Morant  informs  us  (unaer  date  1768) 
that  West  Grapnells,  otherwise  Richmonds,  belonged 
to  William  Webb,  but  that  Hilly  marsh,  alias  East 
Grapnells,  was  in  Nehemiah  Bennett.  For  the  greater 
part  of  the  present  century  the  united  properties  have 
been  in  the  Powell  family.  In  1849  they  were  in  John 
Harcourt  Powell,  of  Old  Burlington  Street,  West- 
minster, and  are  now  in  his  son  Thomas  Harcourt 
Powell,  of  Dunkston  Park,  Suffolk. 

The  only  charity  in  Paglesham  is  that  bequeathed 
by  John  Massu,  Esq.,  of  Langtons,  in  Hornchurch,  an^ 
owner  of  Church-hall  in  this  parish.  A  condensed 
account  of  the  benefaction  is  recorded  on  a  tablet  in 
the  Church.  By  will  dated  21st  November,  1807,  he 
''gave  £1000  stock  three  per  cent  consolidated  annui- 

*  Amongst  those  who  suffered  for  their  royalist  opinions  at  this  period 
and  whose  estates  were  nnder  seqnestration  for  tiieir  contamaoj  were 
EdrMmdRoper,  of  Hartcliffe,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  who  besides  other  property 
in  this  neighbourhood,  held  land  in  1660  in  right  of  his  wife  Anne,  daughter 
and  oo.heir  of  Bobert  Noble,  (who  died  in  1686)  in  the  parishes  of 
Thundersley,  Bayleigh  and  Eastwood,  oalled  Claydons,  in  the  seyeral 
ocsupations  of  Thomas  Finson,  Edward  Greene,  and  Anne  the  widow  of 
John  Tucker,  of  Leigh,  yeoman,  and  T^ued  at  £19  per  annum,  and  land 
tenanted  by  Beynold  Sumner  at  £16  per  annum.  His  fine  at  two-thirds 
amounting  'to  £28  6s.  6d.  A  copy  of  the  inquisition  taken  in  1686,  after 
Nobles'  decease  was  sworn  to  at  Ohelmsford,  May  24th,  1651,  before 
A.  Barrington,  John  Maidstone,  and  John  Man,  and  served  as  a  guide 
to  the  assessment  on  Boper's  estate.  Eohert  BaUnon,  of  Leigh,  who  had 
lands  in  Btanford-le-hope,  Corringham  and  Leigh,  of  the  value  of 
£43  per  annum.  His  fine  was  £120.  Sir  Drue  Drwry,  of  Bidleeworth,  in 
'*  Norfoke  Barronett, "  owner  of  Barton  Hall,  in  Great  Stambridge,  which 
was  valued  at  £30  before  these  troubles.  His  delinquency  is  dated  1646. 
Hen/ry  AppUton  in  1646,  owner  of  Beads  farm,  in  South  Bemfleet,  in  the 
occupation  of  Thomas  Whittop,  rented  at  £57  and  Chaffleet  marsh,  in  Ganvey 
Island,  at  £16  per  annum.  Bir  WiUiam  Campion  in  1646  of  Comwell,  Kent, 
Kt.  owner  of  Barne  marsh,  Ganewdon,  valued  at  £200  per  annum,  of  the 
manor  of  Lamboume-hall,  Canewdon,  valued  at  £130,  of  Castle  marsh 
at  £70  and  certain  other  marsh  lands  in  Canewdon  at  £50  per  annum. 
fftrBtcTiard  Hubert  in  1646  was  seized  of  the  manor  of  Clements  in  Hack, 
well,  and  Baldwins  in  Hock)ey,  worth  before  these  times  £140  per  annum. 
His  fine  at  a  tenth  was  £400.  His  order  to  pass  the  guards  to  London  or  . 
elsewhere  is  signed  24th  June,  1646,  by,  Ffairfaz.  For  an  account  of  other 
delinquents  see  Prittlewell  and  Bochfofd. 
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ties  unto  two  persons  who  should  be  chosen  as  trustees 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Paglesham,  at  a  public  vestry 
to  be  for  that  purpose  called,  in  trust  to  pay  the 
dividends  thereof  for  ever,  equally  between  any  six 
poor  men  for  their  lives,  belonging  to  this  parish, 
and  at  the  nomination  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens thereof  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  whether 
married  or  not,  who  should  not  have  received  parochial 
relief,  the  share  of  such  man  as  should  leave  a  widow, 
to  be  continued  after  his  death  to  his  widow  for  her 
life,  if  she  remain  unmarried,  but  if  she  married  again 
the  same  to  be  no  longer  paid  to  her ;  and  upon  the 
death  of  each  man  without  leaving  a  widow,  as  also 
upon  the  death  or  second  marriage  of  every  widow  of 
each  of  the  said  poor  men  who  might  leave  a  widow, 
another  poor  man  not  having  received  parochial  relief 
should  be  elected  to  receive  the  benefit  thereof ;  and 
in  like  manner,  in  case  either  of  the  said  men  should 
marry  after  having  been  appointed  to  receive  a  share 
of  the  said  dividends,  his  share  immediately  on  such 
marriage  to  cease,  and  another  proper  object  be 
selected  to  take  the  benefit  of  his  share,  to  the  end 
that  the  said  dividends  might  always  be  divided  between 
six  poor  men  not  having  received  parochial  relief,  or 
the  widows  of  such  as  were  married  previously  to 
their  appointment  during  their  lives  or  widowhood; 
and  his  will  was,  that  in  case  of  the  death  or  mis- 
conduct of  any  of  the  trustees,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  at  a  public  vestry  should  appoint  other  fit 
persons  to  be  trustees,  and  that  upon  every  such  new 
appointment  the  said  stock  should  be  immediately 
transferred  to  such  new  trustees  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid."  From  this  legacy  £100  was  deducted  for 
duty,  and  the  remainder,  viz.  £900  three  per  cent 
consols,  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  £27  now 
stands,  (1873,)  in  the  names  of  Mr.  Thomas  Stebbing 
and  D.  R.  Scratton,  Esq.  The  dividend  i* distributed 
yearly,  at  the  commencement  of  February,  amongst 
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four  men  and  two  women,  each  receiving  £4  lOs. 
In  the  selection  which  is  made  by  the  Rector 
and  Churchwardens,  at  a  meeting  of  the  parishioners 
in  vestry,  a  preference  is  given  to  members  of  the 
Established  Church. 

Paglesham  Church,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,f  is  a 
structure  of  Norman  foundation,  comprising  a  nave 
and  chancel,  a  south  porch  and  a  west  tower.  The 
nave  was  greatly  altered  or  re-built  in  the  15th 
century,  at  which  period  the  tower  was  also  erected 
and  some  new  windows  were  inserted  in  the  Norman 
chancel ;  these  however,  and  the  windows  in  the  nave 
have  been  most  cruelly  defaced  by  modern  alteration. 

The  chancel  is  approached  from  the  nave  by  a  plain 
massive  poiuted  arch,  the  wall  is  two  feet  four 
and  a  half  inches  thick,  but  sets  off  with  a  bevel 
on  each  side  at  the  imposts,  to  one  foot  eight  inches, 
whence  it  seems  probable  that  the  original  arch  was 
Norman  and  semicirculai*,  but  taken  down  and 
re-built  in  its  present  shape.  Upon  the  north  side 
are  two  small  Norman  lights,  round  headed,  measuring 
nine  and  a  half  inches  wide,  and  spreading  internally 
to  three  feet.  Upon  the  south  are  also  two  windows, 
the  easternmost  bears  obvious  marks  of  conversion  from 
a  Norman  light  into  a  long  parallelogram,  with  hollow 
chamfered  edges ;  the  other  has  been  entirely  replaced 
by  a  two-light  perpendicular  window,  from  which  all 
the  cusps  have  been  barbarously  removed.  The  east 
window  of  fine-  hard  grey  stone,  is  large  and  in 
admirable  preservation.      It  consists  of  three  lights, 

t  ThB"  RMnomthut  OaXU,"  or  Yellow  Battle,  is  conseorated  to  St.  Peter. 
It  has  this  name  from  the  oolonr  of  its  flowers,  and  the  rattling  noise  made 
by  the  seeds  in  the  capsule  when  ripe.  On  this  account  t£e  fruits  are 
csklled  rattle  boxes  in  Ireland.  In  some  parts  of  England  this  plant  is  known 
by  the  name  of  Pennygrass,  and  in  Yorkshire  it  is  called  Henpenny,  from 
the  seed  Tcesels  resembling  in  shape  and  size  a  silver  penny.  The  term 
Oooksoomb  has  been  applied  to  this  plant,  from  the  fringed  appearance  of 
the  bracts  which  surround  the  flowers.  The  seeds  of  a  species  of  Rhinanthus 
were  at  one  time  used  in  infusion  for  destroying  vermin  in  bedsteads  and 
famiiure.  The  plant  may  be  found  in  almost  every  meadow,  flowering  just 
before  the  hay  is  out.      Cattle  refuse  to  eat  this  herb. 
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the  head  filled  with  mullioned  tracery.  A  moulded 
and  notched  wall  plate  is  carried  bIous  the  north  and 
soath  sides.  The  basement  is  flush  with  the  floor  of 
the  nave,  but  the  altar  is  raised  five  inches  on  a  wooden 
dais.  Bold  projecting  wall  plates  are  carried  along 
the  nave,  and  the  principals  of  the  roof  consist  of  two 
tie  beams,  having  octangular  kingposts,  with  moulded 
bases  and  caps,  from  which  spring  four  carved  struts. 
In  the  south  wall  are  three  perpendicular  windows. 
The  dripstone  of  the  easternmost  is  nearly  gone 
and  the  corbels  defaced.  The  central  window  retains 
its  corbel  head :  the  third,  west  of  the  doorway,  from 
which,  as  in  the  others,  the  cusps  have  been  shamefully 
cut  out,  has  highly  enriched  mouldings  externally.  The 
hollow  moulding  of  what  remains  of  the  dripstone,  was 
enriched  with  four-leaved  flowers  of  which  two  remain. 
In  the  moulding  upon  the  left  side  of  the  jamb  are 
roses,  a  Tudor  flower,  sprigs,  and  true  lover's  knot : 
and  a  small  stock  or  billet  to  which  a  rose  is  attached. 
Modern  dormers  in  wooden  sashes  have  been  let  in 
the  south  side  of  the  roof. 

There  is  but  one  window  remaining  on  the  north  side, 
which  former  churchwardens  have  mutilated  like  those 
on  the  south.  In  the  tympanum  between  the  two 
lights  are  discernible  beneath  the  whitewash,  the 
remains  of  a  foliated  ornament  in  distemper  painting, 
with  which  no  doubt  the  whole  interior  was  once 
gorgeously  enriched.  The  south  doorway  is  pointed, 
and  of  fine  hard  stone  like  that  of  the  east  window. 
The  oaken  door  is  original.  Upon  the  wall  at  the 
right  hand  side  within  the  porch  are  the  remains  of  a 
stone  projection,  used  before  the  Reformation,  for 
holy  water.  J  The  north  doorway  is  blocked.  There 
is  a  projection  from  the  face  of  the  north  wall  which 
contains  the  rood  stair,    blocked  internally.      The 

X  The  holy  water  stonp  was  filled  with  fresh  water  evenr  Sunday  morning, 
bj  the  bell  ringers,  or  servitors  of  the  church,  and  the  driest  consecrated 
it  before  diyine  serrice. 
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tower,  of  fine  coursed  ragstone  masonry  is  embattled. 
Massive  buttresses  of  three  stages  are  set  on  the 
western  angles,  and  others  are  placed  at  the  eastern. 
The  stair  turret  rising  from  a  triangular  base  is 
carried  up  in  the  angle  of  the  north-east  buttress  and 
finished  with  a  pyramidal  capping  just  above  the 
battlements.  As  the  stair  turret  is  not  made  an  archi- 
tectural feature  in  this  church,  it  has  been  carefully 
concealed  in  the  angle  on  the  north  side  of  the  tower. 
The  internal  arch  of  the  belfry  is  hidden  by  an 
unsightly  gallery.  The  bell  chamber  contains  three 
bells ;  upon  the  first  is  *'  Johannes  Dier  hanc  Campanam 
fecit.  1598."  The  second  is  broken  and  has  "  Charles 
Newman  made  mee  1693.  John  Dawson,  Church- 
warden." The  third  bell  has  neither  inscription  or 
date,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was 
cast  by  a  travelling  bell  founder  named  John  Waylett, 
about  the  year  1706  or  7.  The  font  was  presented  by 
the  late  Rector,  the  Rev.  Charles  Almeric  Belli.  The 
churchyard  has  recently  been  enlarged,  by  the  addition 
of  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining  its  northern  boundary, 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Andrews,  the  proprietor  of  Church-hall. 
The  wall  surrounding  it,  is  of  brick,  and  the  repairs 
are  done  by  the  parish.  Upon  the  waste  adjoining  the 
south-west  comer  of  the  churchyard,  is  a  jossing  block, 
the  foundation  of  which  is  brick,  with  an  ascent  of 
three  stone  steps  to  the  platform  above,  which  consists 
of  a  single  flag-stone,  the  whole  being  about  three 
feet  high.  This  relic  of  a  bygone  age  has  lately  had 
a  narrow  escape;  being  in  dilapidated  condition  the 
parish  had  resolved  upon  its  removal,  but  its  restoration 
is  owing  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  present  Church- 
warden, Mr.  James  Wiseman. 

The  oldest  extant  memorial  to  the  departed  is 
a  stone  on  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard  "  to 
Richard  Hagmon,  who  died  April  18th,  1681,  aged 
25  years.  To  Henry  Drewry,  in  1768,  aged  80 
years.      Robert  Hust,  February  3rd,  1747,  aged  44. 
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Thomas  Fisk,  late    of    Church-hall,   in  1843,  aged 
52.     To  Edward  Cook,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  Cook 
April  7th,  1723,  aged  16  years."      An  altar  tomb 
surrounded  with  iron  railings,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
church,  to  "  James  Wiseman,  who  died  September 
2l8t,  1843,  aged  89  years.   Also  of  Susannah  §  his  wife, 
who  died  August  1843,  aged  79.     Also  Catherine; 
daughter  of  the  above,  and  reUct  of  Gainsford  Long, 
formerly  of  Maldon,  who  died  May  28th,  1851,  aged 
63.'*  Near  by  is  a  stone  to  their  son,  "James  Wiseman, 
late   of  this  parish,   who   died    April    28th,    1851, 
aged  50  years,  also  of  Ruth,  wife  of  the  above,  October 
31st,  1862,  aged  69  years."      On  the  north  side  are 
five  stones  to  this  family.     "  To  Charles  Wiseman,  in 
1856,aged71.  ToEliza,hiswife,inl855,  aged68.    To 
Hannah,  wife  of  Elijah  Wiseman,  June  22nd,  1805, 
aged  44.    Another  to  Elijah  Wiseman,  May  3rd,  1804, 
aged  47."     On  the  south  is  a  pillar  protected  with 
railings,  to  "  John  Wiseman,  who  died  February  25th, 
1842,  aged  57  years.     To  Charlotte  Wiseman,  his 
wife,   January  23rd,  1869,  aged  79  years.     A  stone 
to  Mr.   Harden  Camper  of  this  parish,  July  16th, 
1742,  aged  52.       To  John  Stiltamen,  son    of  John 
Stiltamen,  and  Frizworth,  his  wife,  who  died  in  1714, 
in  the  5th    year  of  his  age.     Ann   Betts  in   1811. 
Thomas  Betts,  in  1813,  aged  61  years."     There  are 
three  stones  of  the  Embersons,  one  of  whom  is  mentioned 
in  Harriot's  adventures,  as  connected  with  smuggling. 
At  the  south-west  comer  of  the  tower,  is  a  stone  to 
Amy  Browning,  late  wife  of  Thomas  Browning  of  this 
parish,  who  died  16th  of  April,  1734,  in   the  40th 
year  of  her  age.     At  the  east  end  of  the  chancel,  to 
Elizabeth  Browning,  March  8th,  1820,  aged  61  years. 
Thomas  Browning,  October  4th,  1833,  aged  78.  Fuller 
Browning,  25th  August,  1838,  aged  56.  also  of  Sarah, 
relict  of  the  above,  17th  October,  1850,  aged  69.     An 

{  Bee  page  417.    The  title  of  the  Leys  to  the  Earldom  of  Marlborough 
became  extinct  in  1679. 
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altar  tomb  to  Henry  Coe,  of  South-hall,  who  died  May 
14th,  1846,  aged  70.  To  Ann  Patience,  wife  of  George 
Fuller  Browning,  an^  only  daughter  of  the  above,  May 
13th,  1846,  aged  28  years.  Also  of  Ann  Maria,  wife 
of  the  above  Henry  Coe,  who  died  in  July,  1833,  aged 
77.  A  stone  to  "Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Stebbing,  of 
West-Hall  who  died  in  1868,  aged  65  years."  This 
family  held  that  farm  under  the  1st  Baronet  of  the 
Pechell  family,  and  continue  the  occupation  to  the 
present  day.  A  pillar  stone  to  "  John  Hazel  Salmon,  of 
this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  the  29  of  May,  1853, 
affed  52  years.  To  William  Catling,  Gent,  late  of 
noo  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  who  died  at  Southend  July  6th, 
1838,  aged  62."  His  wife  was  Fanny  Salmon,  siiter 
to  Mrs.  Ann  Stebbing,  and  of  John  Hazel  Salmon, 
above  mentioned,  and  who  subsequently  became  the 
second  wife  of  William  Wiseman  of  Kelvedon  School, 
and  is  recently  deceased.  "  To  Esther,  wife  of  George 
King  of  Stambridge  Magna^  and  daughter  of  John 
Goldaore  and  Susanna  his  wife,  who  died  in  1727.  John 
Goldacre  in  1743,  aged  60.  To  John  NichoU,  of  Sible 
Hedingham,  in  1832,  a^ed  59."  There  is  a  brick  altar 
tomb,  surmounted  witn  a  stone  slab  to  "  Mrs.  Sarah 
Prentice,  who  died  10th  day  of  April,  1781,  aged  48, 
also  of  Golden  Prentice,*  husband  of  the  above,  March 
7th,  1783,  aged  61.  To  Thomas  Briggs,t  26th  October, 
1760,  aged  35,  also  three  children  named  Beatrice, 
Elinor  and  John."  There  are  four  stones  on  the  north 
side  of  the  chancel  to  the  Blyth  family,  one  ot  whom 
*'  WUliam  BlythJ  died  February  20th,  1830,  aged  74. 
Mary  Blyth  his  wife  12th  January,18l9,  aged  56  years. 
Daniel  Blyth  his  third  son  in  1844,  aged  60.  and  Joseph 
his  fifth  in  1842,  aged  53."     There  are  tombs  likewise 

*  For  an  aooount  of  this  family  see  Prittlewell. 

f  See  the  aocoont  of  Paglesham  house  for  inscriptions  to  the  Oarell  an4 
priggs  families. 

I  See  accoant  of  smuggling  in  this  parish. 
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of  the  Fletcher,  How,  Gooch,  Frost  and  Clark  families. 
One  of  these  last  was  of  Cricksea. 

The  tithes  of  this  parish  were  commuted  in  1838, 
and  apportioned  by  James  Beadel  of  Witham.  They 
are  all  Rectorial,  and  were  commuted  at  £566  per 
annum,  which  sum  includes  the  rent  charge  of  £6  on 
the  Glebe.  There  is  likewise  an  annual  modus  of 
£4  4s.  on  the  oyster  layings  payable  to  the  incumbent. 
The  Glebe  consists  of  21  acres.  1  rood.  31  poles.  The 
present  Rectory  house  was  built  in  1862,  shortly  after 
the  presentation  of  the  present  Rector.  The  old  edifice 
which  stood  in  a  meadow  to  the  north  of  the  present 
structure,  and  separated  from  it  by  the  highway  leading 
to  the  church  was  demolished  in  1864.  It  possessed 
no  features  of  interest,  and  comparatively  nothing  was 
found  but  a  half-crown  of  William  and  Mary  dated 
1690.  No  Rector  had  occupied  it  for  a  century,  but 
we  have  a  glimpse  of  the  primitive  manners  of  the  day 
previous  to  this  period,  as  an  old  inhabitant  can  re- 
member her  mother  speaking  of  calling  at  the  Rectory, 
when  the  Rector's  wife  coming  in  from  milking  the  cows, 
presented  her  with  half-a-cro  wn,  a  coin  from  the  circum- 
stance of  this  being  a  valuable  living  was  probably 
abundant  in  this  locality,  and  exhibits  the  charity  of 
the  day  in  a  favourable  light.  This  Rectory  was 
tormerly  in  the  gift  of  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Westminster,  and  seems  given  to  them  by  one  Ingulf 
in  Edward  the  Confessor's  time,  or  before,  by  the  name 
of  Padesham.  It  continued  in  that  abbacy  until  the 
Monastery  was  turned  into  a  Bishoprick  by  Henry  8th, 
and  then  that  King  gave  the  Advowson  of  it  to  the 
Bishop  of  Westminster.  But  that  Bishoprick  being 
soon  dissolved,  it  was  granted  in  1550,  by  Edward  6th, 
to  Nicholas  Ridley,  Bishop  of  London  and  his  successors. 
Upon  his  deprivation  Queen  Mary  by  letters  patent  gave 
it  to  Edmond  Bonner,  Bishop  of  London  in  1553.  It 
continued  in  that  See  until  1846,  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  that  of  Rochester,  since  which  period  a  further 
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arrangement  (by  exchange)  has  taken  place,  and  Pag- 
lesham  is  now  in  the  gift  of  the  See  of  Peterborough. 
The  terrier  of  1610,  gives  a  Parsonage  house  with  a 
kitchen,  a  barn  and  stable,  two  gardens  and  an  orchard, 
with  the  glebe  lands,  containing  in  all  about  20  acres. 
That  of  1637,  gives  nearly  the  same  description,  and 
a  minute  account  of  the  tithe,  and  how  payable  ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  evenr  thing  in  this  parish  was 
tytheable  that  was  so,  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
kingdom  ;  besides  the  tythe  of  corn,  grain  and  hay  ac* 
cording  to  the  statute,  there  was  due  likewise  in  lieu 
of  tythe  milk,  tythe  cheese,  viz.,  from  May-day  to 
Michaelmas,  the  whole  entire  cheese  of  5  days,  and  for 
the  time  after,  they  are  to  pay  some  cheese,  commonly 
called  Wayte§  cheese,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
county.  The  tythe  of  all  calves  falling  within  the 
parish,  and  if  there  be  not  ten  calves,  then  the  Parson 
is  to  receive  the  tenth  penny,  as  they  shall  be  sold. 
The  tythe  calf  is  not  to  be  tytheable  till  it  be  5  weeks 
old  complete.  Tythe  wool,  tythe  lamb,  and  12d.  for 
the  fall  of  every  colt.  The  lambs  not  tytheable  till 
May-day,  and  then  the  Parson  is  to  have  the  third  lamb 
according  to  the  custom  of  tything  in  most  places. 
Tythe  herbage  for  dry  cattle  feeding,  viz.,  the  tenth 
penny  according  to  the  worth  of  their  pasturing.  Tythe 
of  woods,  and  the  custom  is,  that  the  Parson  shall  have 
his  own  wood  made.  Also  all  the  tythes  of  a  marsh 
called  East  Grapnells  on  the  island  of  Wallis,  though 
part  ot  it  lies  in  Little  Wakering  parish  ;  in  consider- 
ation whereof  the  Parson  of  this  parish,  by  an  ancient 
composition,  pays  nine  shillings  per  annum  to  the 
Vicar  of  Little  Wakering. f  There  was,  it  seems  a  por- 
tion of  tythes  in  this  parish  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Priory  of  Prittlewell,  for  which  the  Prior  of  that  house 

§  Wayt.  Fee(L.  T.)  a  fee  anoiently  paid  for  keeping  watoh  and  ward. 

f  This  arrangement  ultimately  ceased,  aa  the  Vioars  of  Little  Wakering 
before  the  oommatation  of  tithes,  made  their  own  bargain,  and  now  receive 
the  rem  charge. 
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did  usually  pay  fourpence-halfpenny,  for  a  procuration 
to  the  Bisliop,  when  he  visited. 

The  first  Rector  on  record  is  John  de  Pretewella, 
who  resigned  in  1316.  There  seems  to  be  little 
interest  attaching  to  any  of  them,  until  we  come  to 
Elizeus  Peckok,  or  as  he  signs  himself  in  the  inventory 
of  church  goods,  taken  in  1552,  "Ellis  pecocke."  He 
was  inducted  in  1545 — 6,  and  at  the  time  of  takiYig  the 
catalogue,  "Henri  brok"  and  "Thomas  Kynett"  were 
Churchwardens.  We  find  from  these  inventories  that 
great  spoliation  had  taken  place  in  this  parish,  and  it 
is  on  record  that  one  "  Wyllyam  Clarke  hadde  a  challes 
p'cell  gilt  conteynyng  viij  onces,  whyche  challes  the 
p'rish  have  demanded  of  He'ry  garnton  Execut'  of  the 
seyd  Wyllyam  Clarke,  and  no  case  cannot  have  yt". 
"Wyllyam  burfeldeandoliverbattman"  former  church- 
wardens, "w^  other  honest  men  of  the  p'rish  had  likewise 
made  a  clearance."  Burfelde  sold  part  of  the  "old 
lumber  yn  london  at  bartholomew  fayre,"  and  Wylliam 
thomtowne  the  elder,  and  Wylliam  Clarke,  solde  vnto 
Wylliam  Robson,  golsmythe  of  UteU  Stambrige  a  chales 
and  a  pax  of  silver  p'celle  gilte."  The  south  side  of 
the  church  was  leaded  about  this  time,  the  King's  arms 
painted;  extracts  from  the  scriptures  written  in  the 
church,  and  "a  cheste  bond  w^  Iron,  and  iij  locks 
for  the  poore  men's  awsmes,  accordjmg  to  the 
kyng's  ynjunctions,"  and  a  communion  table  made. 
Peckok  was  deprived  of  the  living  in  1554,  and  John 
Standish  presented.  Wood  refers  to  him,  and  Strype 
has  a  good  deal  in  his  "Ecclesiastical  Memorials"  and 
Annals  of  the  Reformation.  In  the  Lansdowne  MSS. 
there  is  a  short  account  of  him.  From  these  we 
find  he  was  a  zealous  reformer,  temp.  Ed.  YI,  made 
Rector  of  Wygan,  and  a  query  is  raised  as  to  where  he 
was  buried,  whether  Wygan  or  Worcester,  as  he  was  a 
canon  of  the  latter.  "  The  Biographic  Universelle,"VoL 
^^  V^S^  138,  informs  us  that  "John  Standish  was 
nephew  of  Henry  Standish,  of  an  ancient  family  in 
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Lancashire,  who  was  in  1519  ambassador  in  Denmark, 
and  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  that  he  adopted  the  new  opinions 
under  Edward  6th,  but  at  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary 
he  returned  into  the  bosom  of  the  church,  was  made 
Chaplain  to  this  Queen,  and  canon  of  Worcester,  and 
died  in  1556.  He  had  published  several  works  in  con- 
tradiction to  Robert  Barnes,  against  the  translation 
of  the  Bible  into  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  a  treatise 
of  the  unity  of  the  church.  He  showed  in  all 
a  great  zeal  agahist  the  pretended  reformers.**  Pro- 
bably he  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  Bonner,  as 
he  shared  the  fate  of  his  predecessor,  and  was  deprived 
likewise  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Colchester.  Upon 
this  Peckok  was  reinstated  and  died  in  1562. 
Thomas  Howell,  presented  in  1578  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
was  suspended  for  not  wearing  the  surplice  and  making 
the  cross  in  baptism.  (Mr.  Pannell  was  his  curate.) 
Newcourt  says  the  living  was  vacant  in  '^1599,  |?er  mart, 
cess,  sive  depr.  Howell."  We  now  come  to  Dr.  Richard 
Crakanthorpe,*  or  Crikenthorpe,  S.  T.  B.  Newcourt 
says  "he  was  born  of  a  gentele  family,  at  or  near 
Stoickland,  in  Westmorland,  bred  up  in  Queen's 
College,  Oxon,  of  which  in  1598,  he  was  Fellow,  and 
was  presented  to  this  living  by  the  Bishop  of  London 
in  1617,  upon  the  resignation  of  John  Barkham;"  he 
was  likewise  Rector  of  Black  Notley  and  one  of  the 
chaplains  in  ordinary  to  James  1st,  and  died  in  1624. 
In  the  State  Papers  'Domestic'  James  1st,  Add.  Vol. 
43,  No.  93,  Ave  find  the  petition  of  Dorothie  "  Crocking- 
thorp,"  his  widow,  stating  that  the  living  of  Paglesham 
whilst  he  lived  was  the  best  part  of  his  means,  and  that 
now  he  has  left  his  petitioner  and  her  children  very 
*'  meake  "  in  estate,  and  in  consequence  of  her  husband's 
long  and  faithful  service  to  his  Majesty,  he  wiU  be 
pleased  to  move  the  Bishop  of  London  to  confer  the  same 
upon  her  son-in-law  Ambrose  Cougham,  M.A.,  from 

*  More  of  him  may  be  seea,  Ath.  Oz.  Vol.   1,  p.  417,  &to.,  and  wliat  he 
wrote  and  published. 
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whom  botb  she  and  her  children  must  receive  comfort, 
and  that  it  was  the  said  Doctor's  desire  upon  his  death- 
bed, that  his  Majesty  should  remember  their  distress. 
This  appeal  does  not  appear  to  have  been  successful, 
for  from  the  same  papers  Vol.  175,  No.  42,  the  King 
seems  to  have  passed  over  this  claim  upon  his  regard, 
and  from  his  court  of  Newmarket  23rd  November, 
1624,  addressed  the  Bishop  in  favour  of  Christopher 
Gougham,  M.A.,  whom  he  considers  likely  to  prove  a 
very  profitable  and  worthy  minister  in  the  church. 
We  are  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  result  of  these  intrigues, 
but  Francis  Webb  who  had  the  Rectory  of  Woodham 
Ferrers  in  1627,  was  probably  Crakanthorpe's  succes- 
sor, as  he  is  next  on.  the  list  in  Newcourt,  though 
without  date.  Upon  his  death  in  1641,  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  John  Hansley,  who  held  this  preferment 
during  the  civil  wars.  Although  Walker  claims  him 
as  a  loyalist,  and  gives  an  account  of  his  sufferings,  it 
appears  from  the  Baker  MSS.  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  xxvii,  395,  466,  being  an  extract  from  the 
books  of  the  committee  for  plundered  Ministers  Vol.  3, 
he  was  in  no  way  sequestered,  but  that  the  puritans 
claimed  him  as  an  able,  godly  preaching  minister,  and 
well  affected  to  the  Parliament.  Being  a  pluralist  he 
was  obliged  to  resign  the  Rectory  of  St.  Christopher's, 
London  before  January,  1643,  and  the  Cathedral 
establishment  being  broken  up,  he  lost  his  Prebend  of 
Holbom,  and  Archdeaconry  of  Colchester,f  but  retain- 
ed probably  from  choice  the  living  of  Paglesham.  His 
scruples  however,  if  any,  were  overcome  in  1662,  when 
he  conformed,  regained  the  Archdeaconry  of  Colchester, 
and  retained  this  living  until  his  death  in  1667.  John 
Goodwin  was  instituted  May  7th,  1706^permort.  Lortie^ 
and  signs  himself  Rector  in  the  Registers  in  1719. 
Upon  his  death  in  1752,  Charles  Lind,  M.A.,  was 

f  Thongh  he  lost  the  post,  he  was  allowed  upon  oomplaint  made  by  him 
to  the  Committee  Jane  22nd,  1647|  to  retain  the  inoome  60  far  as  it  was  de- 
rived from  real  estate. 
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inducted.  To  him  succeeded  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Walker, 
M.  A.,  Vicar  of  Canewdon,$  who  was  curate  during  his 
predecessor's  tenure  from  1754  to  1761.  IJe  has  a 
marble  monument  to  his  memory  on  the  north  wall  of 
the  chancel  of  Canewdon  church,  and  died  in  1771. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Cowper,  A.M., Fellow  of  Clare  Hall^ 
Cambridge,  was  collated  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London, 
Richard  Torrick,  to  this  living  December  8th  of  the  same 
year.  He  resigned  in  1781  when  the  Rev.  Christopher 
Scott  was  collated  December  3rd,  1781,  by  Robert 
Louth,  Bishop  of  London.  Upon  the  death  of  Scott,  the 
Rev.  John  Owen,  A.M.,  Minister  ol  Park  Lane  Chapel, 
London,  a  great  leader  of  the  Evangelical  party,  was 
inducted  May  14th,  1808.  There  is  a  white  marble 
monument  to  his  memory  in  the  south  wall  of  this 
chancel,  which  tells  us  he  was  ^^  14  years  Rector  of  this 
parish,  and  18  years  Secretary  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  died  the  26th  of  September, 
1822,  aged  57  years."  His  daughter  married  William 
Wilberforce,*  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Kingston  upon  Hull,  in 
Yorkshire,  eldest  of  the  four  sons  of  the  celebrated 
William  Wilberforce,  the  philanthropist,  and  brother  to 
Samuel,f  late  Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and  then  of  Win- 
chester, and  of  the  late  Archdeacon  R.  J.  Wilberforce, 
and  the  late  Rev.  H.  W.  Wilberforce,  formerly  Vicar 
of  East  Farleigh,  Kent.  Owen,  our  Rector,  is  well 
remembered  in  the  parish;  he  preached  extempore, 
his  sermons  lasting  an  hour,  and  he  regulated  the  time 
by  holding  his  watch  in  his  hand.  His  eldest  son, 
likewise  a  Clergyman,  who  succeeded  him  at  Park  Lane 
Chapel,  §  was  heard  to  remark,  that  the  difference 
between  his  father  and  himself  was  this,  that  whilst 

I  See  that  parish  for  further  particulars. 

*  Thej  both  became  Bomanists,  and  now  reside  in  Paris. 

f  Called  by  some  "  Soapy  Sam,"  from  his  courtly  manners. 

§  He  left  thia  Chapel  in  1831 ,  in  consequence  of  the  Bishop's  interposition 
respecting  the  supposed  spiritual  utterances  of  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Subsequently  he  was  set  over  a  Church  in  Chelsea,  and  ministered  there 
89  years,  as  "  angel  or  bishop  under  the  restored  apostles  of  the  Lord." 
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the  former  carried  his  sermon  in  his  head,  he  was 
obliged  to  carry  his  own  in  his  hat.     John  Owen  was 
succeeded  in  this  Rectory  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Almeric 
Belli,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Aldham,   and   late  Vicar  of 
Prittlewell,  who  was  iaducted  November  6th,  1822, 
and   resigned  in  1860.     He  is  now  Vicar  of  South 
Weald,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1823.     He  took 
his  degree  of  M.  A.  at  Christ's  Church,  Oxford,  in.  18 13, 
Holy  orders  in  1816.     He  married  Frances  Willan,t 
and  his  sister  was  wife  to  Dr.   Howley,    Bishop  of 
London,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.     No 
doubt  he  owes  his  many  preferments  to  this  connec- 
tion. He  is  likewise  Precentor  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
to  which  office  he  was  appointed  in  1819,  but  seldom 
goes  near  that  edifice.     A  story  is  told  of  him,  that 
going  to  his  seat,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  funeral,  he  was  stopped  by  the  verger 
with,  "  You  can't  go  there  sir,  it's  the   precentor's 
stall."     "  I  am  the  precentor."     "  Beg    pardon,  sir, 
did  not  know  you,"    He  was  succeeded  at  Paglesham 
by  the  Rev.  James  Harris,  M.A.,  who  was  collated 
August  7th,  1860,  by  Joseph  Cotton  Wigram,  Bishop 
of  Rochester.     He  was  elected  to  an  open  scholarship 
at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  in  the  year  1837,  from 
Shrewsbury  school,  and  proceeded  in  due   course  to 
the    degree  of  B.A.   in    1842,   and  M.A.    in  1844. 
Ordained  Deacon  and  Priest  by  the  Bishop  of  Exeter 
in  1842   and  1843.      He  was   afterwards  curate   of 
Yarnscomb,  and  SundayEvening  Lecturer  in  the  parish 
Church  of  Barnstaple,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  after- 
wards curate  of  Tawstock,  in  the  same  county,  for 
seven  years,  then  senior  curate  at  St.  Mary's,  South- 
ampton, under  Archdeacon  Wigram,  till  the  year  1860. 
He  is  the  author  of  a  little  tract   entitled,   "Don't 
chance  it,''  likewise  an  "  Alphabetical  Prayer  for  a 
Little  Child,"  and  a  "Metrical  Version  of  the  Litany," 
besides  being  joint  writer  with  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Hatch, 

t  See  Hockley. 


433  THE   HISTORY   OF 

and  James  Wiseman,  of  "The  Paglesham  Oyster.** 
He  has  recently  made  an  appeal  to  the  churchmen  of 
Essex  to  aid  him  in  his  endeavours  to  rebuild  the 
parish  church,  but  as  yet,  has  met  with  no  response 
adequate  to  what  is  required. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  Curates,  com- 
piled partly  from  the  Registers,  which  commence  in 
1719.  In  1736.  Charles  Morgan.f  1763,  William 
Holbrooke.  1764,  George  Wilkinson.  1766,  J.  Bate. 
1767,  Philip  J.  Hachel.  1768,  Humphrey  Jones  and 
George  JeflFreyes,  which  latter  died  in  1771.  In  1772-4 
Ambrose  Uvedale.  1776,  John  Blakiston.  (see  Canew- 
don.)  1798,  William  Holbrooke.  1793  to  1802, 
William  Hughes.  1802,  William  Atkinson,  (see 
Canewdon.)  1840  to  1843,  Robert  William  Beau- 
champ,  now  Rector  of  Wickmere,  in  the  Diocese  of 
Norwich.  1843  to  1857,  William  Adderley  Francis, 
now  Rector  of  Little  Tey,  Essex,  and  domestic  chaplain 
to  the  Earl  of  Meath.  1867  to  1860,  G.  F.  Winstanley 
Wallis,  now  Vicar  of  Walton,  Norfolk. 

South  Hall  was  registered  as  a  Quaker's  place  of 
worship  in  the  Bishops'  Court  1st  July,  1704. 

The  schools  were  built  in  1 849,  under  the  auspices 
of  Lady  Olivia  Bernard  Sparrow,  who  gave  the  site, 
and  the  parishioners  voluntarily  subscribed  in  1872  to 
enlarge  them,  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a 
School  Board.  Under  the  new.  regime  it  will  be  an 
Elementary  School  under  Government  inspection. 

The  creeks  partly  comprised  within  and  abutting 
upon  this  parish  are  celebrated  as  one  of  the  localities 
where  the  delicious  oysters,  known  as  natives  abound. 
These  oyster  grounds  called  layings  are  principally 
owned  by  the  Messrs.  James  and  Frederick  Wiseman, 
George  F.  Browning,  and  the  Smyth,  Auger  and  Rogers 
families.  The  Roach  River  Company  lately  embodied 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  has  likewise  layings  in  this 
vicinity  which  were  formerly  common  grounds,  and 

t  Probably  the  Becior  of  Hadleigh. 
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they  have  pits  of  superior  construction  situate  on  East 
Hall  saltings.  Of  the  layings  situate  in  this  parish, 
the  Pool  and  Shop  layings  belong  to  James  Wiseman ; 
North  Drake  and  Deers  to  F.  Wiseman.  The  Auger 
family  have  the  Ledging*  laying,  Marsh  laying,  and 
Pool  Spit,  and  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Smyth  has  Cock's  laying, 
all  of  which  are  situate  in  the  Roach.  These  oysters  have 
been  celebrated  for  centuries  as  the  best  in  England,and 
are  known  to  the  man  of  science  as  the  Ostreaedidis^  and 
in  a  little  manual  entitled  "  The  Oyster,  and  How  to 
Cook  Him"  some  thirty  receipts  are  given.  Before 
cooking,  however,  "  you  must  first  catch  your  hare," 
which  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  those  with 
limited  means.  Some  few  years  ago  natives  were  to  be 
procured  wholesale  at  £1  10s.,  but  have  now  advanced 
to  £9  per  bushel.  Of  course  the  prices  of  these  like  other 
commodities  are  entirely  ruled  by  the  supply  and  de- 
mand. Amongst  other  measures  adopted  for  lessening 
the  requirement  for  these  morceaux,  American  oysters 
have  lately  been  introduced  into  London,  and  several 
amateurs  have  propounded  theories  with  a  view  to  the 
extension  of  our  native  production,  without  much  sen- 
sible effect.  Speed  tells  us  that, "  the  oysters  which  we 
call  Walfleet,  are  thought  by  Pliny  to  have  been  served 
in  the  Roman  kitchens,"  and  concerning  them,  Norden, 
who  made  his  survey  of  Essex  in  1594,  writes  thus, 
"  some  part  of  the  sea-shore  of  Essex  yealdeth  the  best 
oysters  in  England,  which  are  called  W  alflete  oysters, 
so  called  of  a  place  in  the  sea,  but  in  what  place  of  the 
sea  it  is,  hath  ben  some  disputation."  He  conjectures 
this  Walflete  to  be  the  shore  which  lieth  between  St. 
Peter's  chapel  and  "  Crowche"  creek,  in  which  he  is  evi- 
dently mistaken,  as  this  Wallfleet  which  is  about  half  a 
mile  from  Paglesham  point,  abuts  upon  Shelford  in 
Foulness,  also  upon  Potten,  and  New  England  islands. 
Nordenftirther  tells  us  truly, "There is  greate  difference 

*  A  Lodging  is  an  artificial  oonstmotion  on  the  mud,  formed  with  chalk. 
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betwene  theis  oysters  and  others,  which  lie  vpon  other 
shores,  for  this  oyster,  that  in  London  and  ells  wher 
carieth  the  name  of  Walflete,  is  a  little  full  oyster  with 
a  verie  greene  fynn,  and  like  vnto  theis  in  quantetie 
and  qualitie  are  none  in  this  lande  thowgh  farr  bigger, 
and  for  some  men's  diettes  better."  Two  thousand 
years  ago,  the  artificial  breeding  of  oysters  was  carried 
on  by  the  Romans  in  Lake  Fusaro  and  in  Lake 
Avemus.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  first  instance  of 
oyster  culture  in  Europe.  Juvenal  in  his  IV.  Sat, 
line  139,  indicates  well  for  the  discriminating  taste  of 
some  of  the  ancient  gourmands,  ^^Ntdli  mcqorfvit  usus 
edendi  Tempestate  med'-Circcm  nata/arentj  an  Lucrmum 
adsaxum^  Rutupmcwe  edita  fundo  Ostrea^  caUebat  prima 
deprendere  morsu^"  which  is  thus  well  rendered  by 
Gifford,  **  and  in  our  days  none  understood  so  well 
the  science  of  good  eating,  he  could  tell  at  the  first 
relish  if  his  oyster  had  fed  on  the  Rutupian  or  the 
Lucrine  bed."  That  the  oyster  had  the  power  of 
exciting  an  appetite  is  intimated  by  Yarro  when  he 
writes,  ^^Neque  ostrea  uUa  magna  capta  quivit  palatum 
suscitare.^^  The  ancients  were  of  opinion  that  oysters 
and  all  shell  fish  increase  and  decrease  with  the  rising 
or  waning  of  the  moon,*  for  Cicero  writes,  "O^^'os  et 
Conchyliis  omnibus  contingit^  ut  cum  lundpariter  crescant 
pariterque  decreacant"  and  Horace  too  held  the  same 
notion  when  he  writes :  "  Nascentes  implent  conchylia 
lun(e"  The  habits  of  the  oyster  have  been  dilated  upon 
by  many,  but  the  following  information  founded  upon 
the  authority  of  those  conversant  with  its  culture  all 
their  lives  may  be  depended  on.  These  oysters  pro- 
duce their  spawn,  locally  called  spat,  from  the  middle  of 
June  to  that  of  August.  This  spat  in  the  first  instance 
is  almost  infinitesimal,  not  to  be  descried  by  the  naked 
eye,  but  in  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  is  discern- 
ed, and  then  appears  like  a  speck  of  black  pepper.     In 

•  Modern  obserrotion  does  not  confirm  ihis. 
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about  a  fortnight  it  assumes  the  size  of  a  pin's  head, 
and  towards  the  end  of  two  months  resembles  a  tallow 
drop,  and  increases  to  about  the  size  of  a  threepenny 
piece,  although  frequently  in  March  of  the  follow- 
ing year  they  are  sometimes  found  not  larger  than  a 
split  pea.  It  cleaves  to  stones,  old  oyster,  mussel,  and 
cockle  shells,  tiles,  and  pieces  of  wood  at  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  which  debris  is  called  cultch.  From  these 
substances  the  brood  is  not  removed  except  by  force. 
Those  upon  the  ebb  dry's,  are  removed  to  deeper  water 
or  artificial  pits,  in  the  winter  months,  or  else  frost* 
would  destroy  them.  This  river  produces  green  finned  or 
bearded  oysters, which  are  valued  in  France,f  and  find  a 
market  there.  The  route  is  via  Ostend  and  Dunkirk. 
They  usually  begin  to  green  the  last  week  in  September, 
and  continue  so  until  the  month  of  March,  but  the 
year  1872  was  remarkable  for  their  changing  colour  by 
the  1st  of  September,  being  earlier  than  before  known. 
This  greeningj  arises  from  a  weed  locally  known  as 
crow  silk,§  which  grows  in  abundance  on  the  oozes, 

*  Ai  danger  from  this  oaiue  only  arisM  in  severe  seasonB,  some  proprietors 
do  not  pnrsae  this  systom,  Ulub  aroiding  the  expense  of  removal,  which  they 
eontider  a  set  off  against  any  loss  aooraing  from  neglect. 

t  The  present  Duke  of  Haoohester,  when  yisiting  his  property  in  this 
puishy  went  on  board  one  of  Mr.  James  Wiseman's  dredging  vessels,  where 
he  was  regaled  with  natives,  fresh  from  the  beds.  He  remarked  that  *'  His 
Dadieas  had  often  accompanied  him  to  Paris,  to  partake  of  these  green 
fin  oysterSf  little  thinking  they  were  prodaced  so  near  his  own  estate." 

X  Henry  Letheby,  M.  A.  food  analyst  for  the  city  of  London,  in  his  analysis 
of  these  "  Green  bearded  oysters,  Biver  Boach,  Essex,"  writes,'*  I  find  that 
the  green  tint  which  is  present  in  the  gills  only  of  the  oyster  is  dao  entirely 
to  a  natural  pigment  which  does  not  contain  a  trace  of  copper  or  other 
deleterious  matter.  The  oysters  are  therefore  perfectly  nutritiona  and 
wholesome."  The  green  bodied  oysters  at  Folmonth,  Plymoath  and  other 
parti  of  England  are  nnwholesome,  and  differ  essentially  in  their  quality 
from  this  variety. 

I  This  weed  which  has  been  submitted  to  Mr.  S.  O.  Gray,  the  author  of 
«  British  Sea  Weeds  and  Marine  klgm,"  (1S67,)  recognises  it  as  a  species 
of  the  g0MU  Enteromorpha  dathrcia,  the  latticed  Enteromorpha.  The 
derivation  of  the  latter  word  is  from  Enteron  anentrail  and  rnorphe  form. 
The  plants  included  in  this  gemts  are  probably  more  widely  diBtribated  and 
gi'ow  in  greater  variety  of  circumstances  than  those  of  any  other  sea- wood. 
Not  content  with  ranging  the  ocean  from  the  poles  to  the  equator,  they  peno- 
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upon  which  the  fish  feed,  but  in  some  seasons  the 
tint  is  much  paler  than  in  others.  This  property  is 
subject  to  various  perils.  Several  layings  this  season 
have  received  great  injury  through  the  unprecedented 
violent  storms,  which  dislodging  quantities  of  mud 
from  the  ooze,  left  a  deposit  on  the  oysters  of  several 
inches  in  thickness,  thereby  smothering  vast  quantities. 
Their  culture  is  expensive,  and  consists  of  dredging, 
harrowing,  depositing  artificial  cultch,  and  destroying 
or  removing  all  vegetable  and  animal  life  which  is 
found  to  be  injurious.  Previous  to  the  ejecting  of 
the  spawn,  the  ground,  if  in  a  muddy  or  weedy  state, 
is  harrowed  with  an  implement  weighing  about  40  or 
50  lbs.,  breaking  up  the  roots  of  the  weeds,  and  dis- 
turbing the  mud  which,  if  the  weather  is  warm,  rises 
to  the  surface  and  floats  away  with  the  tide,  but  if  the 
ground  is  not  in  so  bad  a  state  as  that  noticed  above, 
a  dredge  is  used  weighing  from  fifteen  to  seventeen 
pounds.  The  trame  is  of  wrought  iron,  but  its  weight 
requires  to  be  heavier  in  a  greater  depth  of  water  ; 
the  bottom  part  of  the  net  or  bag  which  draws  on 
the  ground  is  formed  of  buffalo  hide,  and  the  mesh 
cut  with  a  chisel,  but  where  the  bottom  is  found  to  be 
of  a  rocky  or  stony  nature,  then  instead  of  hide,  the 
net  is  formed  of  iron  rings  linked  together  and 
fashioned  like  a  net  of  twine.  When  the  ground  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks'  constant  cultivation 
is  in  a  fit  state,  the  cultch  is  distributed  as  evenly  as 
possible,  being  thrown  over  with  a  shovel  from  a  boat. 
When  the  spat  is  first  ejected  it  floats  up  and  down 


irate  inland  and  may  be  found  in  rivers,  brooks  and  eyon  ditches.  It  is 
less  robust  and  more  branched  than  the  E.  com^eaaa,  and  all  the  divisions 
of  its  fronds  are  acute  at  the  top,  while  those  of  the  latter  species  are  obtuse." 
There  are  several  varieties  of  the  species  E.  cUUhraia,  which  together  with 
the  E.  convpressa  (likewise  found  at  Paglesham)  grows  on  rocks,  shells  and 
wood-work,  and  both  are  of  a  bright  green  colour.  The  E.  eUUh^rata  is  very 
diminutive,  resembling  hair.  For  an  account  of  these  weeds  see  "  Hudson's 
Flora  Anglica,"  1778,  and  the  elder  Gray's  «*  Natural  Arrangement  of  British 
Plants  *'  and  to  S.  O.  Gray's  work,  abcve  referred  to,  whose  researches  have 
thrown  addiiional  light  on  the  subject. 
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with  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide  for  some  hours  or 
days,  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water,  which 
is  desirable  at  70  degrees.  The  warmer  the  water 
is,  the  sooner  the  shell  is  formed,  and  the  spat  falls  and 
adheres  to  anything  that  may  be  at  the  bottom, 
therefore,  if  the  ground  is  clean  it  most  likely 
will  receive  and  save  the  spat,  but  all  that  falls 
on  mud  or  dirty  cultch  is  destroyed.  In  about  twelve 
month's  time,  the  broods  are  fit  to  be  detached  from 
the  cultch  they  have  adhered  to  and  separated  from 
each  other ;  tms  is  done  with  a  knife  or  cultack,  but 
great  care  must  be  taken  in  attempting  to  detach  them, 
as  by  using  too  much  force,  their  shells  would  be  broken, 
when  by  far  the  greater  quantity,  if  not  all,  would  die. 
In  another  year  to  eighteen  months,  the  half-ware,  as 
they  are  now  called,  are  removed  to  stock  beds,  where 
they  remain  until  they  become  ware,  or  about  four 
years  old,  when  they  are  fit  for  mai'ket.  The  enemies 
of  spat  broods,  and  in  fact  of  full  grown  oysters,  are 
veiy  numerous,  and  to  cultivate  an  oyster  bed  with 
success,  it  is  extremely  necessary  to  be  careful  in 
exterminating  them.  They  consist  chiefly  of  the  "  Five 
Finger  (asterias).  Sea  Urchin  (Echirias  Spluerq) ". 
Whelk  Tingle*  or  Dog  Whelk  (Buccinum  Lapillus)  and 
the  common  or  Rock  Mussel  (MyiUvs  Myosus).  This 
latter  although  not  to  be  classed  with  the  others  as  an 
active  enemy  to  the  oyster,  accumulates  the  mud  in 
such  large  quantities  as  to  be  the  means  of  smothering 

*  The  Whelk  Tingle  10  famished  with  ft  strong  Buoker,  with  which  he 
oompletelT  drills  a  hole  throngh  the  shell  (genertJly  the  flat  one)  of  either 
brood,  half-ware  or  eren  fall  grown  oysters,  and  no  mechanic  however  clever 
could  ose  gimlet  or  aager  in  a  more  scientific  manner  than  this  little  shell 
fish.  The  five  finger  £»  not  one,  bat  many  sackers,  althongh  his  manner 
of  osing  them  is  different.  He  clasps  the  anfortanate  victim  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  we  took  it  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  closed  oar  fingers  on  it, 
he  then  sacks  roand  the  edge  of  the  oyster  antil  it  perforce  opens  and  be- 
comes a  prey  to  this  insatiable  enemy.  The  sea  nrchin  hns  also  innumerable 
Bookers  with  which  it  fastens  on  the  flat  side  of  a  shell,  on  which  there  are 
spst,  and  very  soon  destroys  the  whole,  no  matter  how  many  there  may  be ; 
this  last  does  more  mischief  to  the  spat  of  from  one  to  two  years  old  than  to 
those  oysters  of  larger  growth. 


439  THB  HISTOBT  OF 

any  oysters  in  the  vicinity*.  Owing  to  the  exposed 
situation  of  this  property,  it  is  necessary  to  guard  it 
day  and  night  from  depredation.  A  curious  instance 
of  identification  of  oysters  and  brood  took  place  in  a 
caseof  theft,f  which  was  tried  at  Chelmsford  in  April, 
1849.  Two  of  the  Messrs.  Wiseman  and  Mr.  G.  F. 
Browning  as  witnesses,  were  each  severally  put  out  of 
court,  and  upon  entering  singly,  deliberately  picked  out 
and  identified  the  brood,  although  mixed  up  with  those 
from  other  layings.  Tins  astounded  judge,  barristers, 
and  jury,  and  seems  impossible  to  the  uninitiated,  but 
was  an  easy  thing  to  these  gentlemen,  conversant  as 
they  were  with  the  property  in  question,  and  their 
evidence  decided  the  guUt  of  the  accused. 

Amongst  the  curiosities  found  by  dredger-men  at 
various  periods,  are  tobacco  pipes  of  peculiar  form- 
ation, which  were  in  use  in  former  ages.  Some  are 
ornamented  on  the  bowl  and  stem,  and  various  are 
the  forms  of  their  construction.  A  crown  piece  of 
Charles  II.  bearing  date  1672  was  found  by  the  same 
parties,  and  together  with  some  of  the  pipes  are  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  James  Wiseman.  This  gentleman 
has  likewise  a  jug,  called  a  "Bellarmine"  or  "Grey 
Beard,"  evidently  Dutch,  found  in  the  old  seawall 
now  enclosed,  on  the  east  side  of  Foulness,  near  Court's 
End,  with  the  name  of  "J.  E.  T.  Vandenanckerp"! 
'^upon  it,  together  with  a  wreath  and  an  tmchor;  the 
name  was  moulded  on  it  at  the  formation;  the  re- 
mahider  of  the  letters  of  the  Christian  name  are 
illegible.  A  sword-fish  was  captured  in  this  creek 
about  ten  years  ago. 

*  The  writer  is  indebted  for  the  foregoing  aooonnt  of  oyster  oaltnre,  to 
Hr.  James  F.  T.  Wiseman  who  has  hadmnch  experience  in  the  rivers  Boach 
and  Crouch,  where  there  itre  Irom  60  to  100  boats  and  160  to  200  men  engaged 
in  the  fishery. 

t  The  robbery  of  oyster  beds  is  prohibited  by  7  and  8  Geo.  lY,  o.  28  (1626.) 

X  A  lady  of  this  name,  Cornelia  Vandenanker,  married  Cromwell  DisbroWi 
Esq.j  of  Tremnals,  in  Dovmhamj  in  the  17th  century. 
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"  Decoy  "  or  "  Coy  Lane,"  leading  to  South  Hall 
l^Iarshes  has  long  been  dreaded  by  the  superstitious; 
it  has  been  called    "  Scratch-&ce  Lane"    from  one 
Braybrook  who  in  a  drunken  state  fancied  he  saw  a 
goblin,   in  the  shape  of  a  packing  handkerchief,  and 
a  tar   barrel,  at  which  he  threw  his  cap,  and  was 
hurled  amongst  the  briars.     This  Decoy  Lane  leads 
to  the  South  Hall  Marshes,  where  there  is  an  unused 
decoy,   and  it  was  here,  October  15th,  1872,  that 
James  Wiseman  succeeded  in  shooting  a  youn^  male 
specimen   of   the  Glossy  Ibis,  TantcUus  FakvneUus. 
(Pennant).     The  Eev.  F.  0.  Morris,  in  his  History 
of   British   Birds,  says : — ^^  This  Ibis,  though  of  a 
iMTerent  species  from  that,  which  worshipped  by  the 
Egyptians  of  old,  obtained  thence  the  name  of  sacred, 
appears  to  have  been  also  regarded  by  them  with 
some  degree  of  veneration,  as  its  remains  are  found 
with  those  of  the  other  bird,  preserved  stOl,  after  the 
lapse  of  so  many  thousand  years  in  the  Mummies  of 
the  Catacombs."     This  exceedingfy  rare  and  interest- 
ing British  visitor  has  in  some  few  instances  been  met 
with  in  other  counties,  but  there  is  no  record  of  its 
having  before  occurred  in  Essex.     Starlings  are  seen 
in  numerous  flocks  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  their 
evolutions  are  most  graceful;  their  place  of  rest  is 
Barton  Hall  Grove,  in  Great  Stambridge  parish.  Gold- 
finches are  likewise  occasionally  seen  in  this  vicinity 
attracted  by  the  down  of  the  thistle  on  these  marshes. 
Snipes  are  plentiful,  and  formerly  great  quantities 
of  geese,  localh^  called  "  Scotch  Brants,"  which  are 
something  less  tnan  grey  geese,  used  to  make  choice  of 
the  surrounding  swamps  for  feeding  grounds,  but  they 
have  not  been  seen  for  some  years. 

On  the  saltings  are  to  be  found  the  Lavender  Thrift, 

Anneria  maritima^  the  marsh  Samphire  or  Glass-wort 

Sdieomia  herbacea^  and  the  Sea  Wormwood,  Artemisia 

mariiima. 

Smuggling  was  carried  on  in  this  parish  to  a  great 
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extent  towards  the  close  of  the  last  and  commencement 
of  the  present  century,  and  the  entire  population 
seems  to  have  been  implicated  more  or  less  in  this 
pursuit.  From  the  situation  of  the  parish  with  respect 
to  the  creeks  the  place  was  admirably  adapted  to  this 
traffic.  The  three  old  elm  pollards  against  Found 
Fond  near  East-hall  are  known  as  having  £200  worth 
of  silk  at  a  time  secreted  within  their  hollow  cavities, 
and  several  houses  (one  of  them  Stannet'sj  are  pointed 
out  as  having  receptacles  for  concealing  goods.  The 
roof  of  an  old  cottage,  lately  demolished,  at  East-end 
formerly  inhabited  by  one  Taylor,  who  destroyed 
himself,  was  denominated  "  The  Smuggler's  Hoard." 
A  story  is  extant  of  some  boys  crawling  up  the  roof 
one  evening  to  have  a  peep  at  the  supposed  riches 
contained  therein:  the  locker  was  lighted  with  a 
soUtary  pane  of  glass,  which,  by  the  moon's  light, 
appeared  to  glare  upon  them,  resembhng  an  eye« 
and  in  great  fnght  they  fell  back  dreadfiilly  alarmed. 
From  a  diary  left  by  John  Loten,*  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms, at  the  Fort  of  Leigh,  it  appears  in  1 786  there 
were  ten  vessels  from  13  to  30  tons  burthen,  employed 
in  illicit  traffic  in  this  district.  The  FagleshamI 
smugglers  chiefly  carried  on  the  exportation  of  wool, 
which  was  prohibited,  and  made  large  fortunes.  In  this 
parish  likewise  13476  gallons  of  geneva  and  brandy, 
were  imported  in  one  year.  A  notorious  place  for  the 
temporary  deposit  of  spirits,  was  an  Island  on  the 
Kentish  coast,  called  "  Gantlet"  or  '*  Yantlet,"  formed 
of  sheUs,  where  there  was  only  one  house,  and  ren- 
dered the  discovery  of  the  place  of  concealment  almost 
impossible.  To  such  an  extent  were  all  classes 
addicted  to   the    contraband  trade,   that  even  the 

*  For  an  aoooant  of  the  Loten  family  see  Leigh.  John  Loten,  a  Fleming, 
brother  of  the  Qovemor  of  Botavia  liyed  at  Merton  Abbey,  Surrey,  at  that 
time  a  manufactory  of  linen.  Two  John  LotenB  and  the  painter  of  that 
name  are  buried  at  Putney  Church. 

t  "  Paigle  "  in  the  East  Saxon  dialect  sigrnifiee  oowelip,  but  though  this 
flower  may  hare  eziated  here  in  former  agesj  it  28  now  unknown. 
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Magistrates  were  corrupt,  and  their  servants  And 
horses  were  employed  in  conveying  smuggled  liquor. 
Harriott,  a  magistrate,  who  resided  at  Broom-hills,  in 
Great  Stambridge,  in  his  *'  Struggles  through  Life" 
throws  considerable  light  upon  me  doings  of  these 
smugglers:  travelling  from  Lisle  to  Dunkirk  in 
France,  in  1786,  seeking  a  passage  to  England,  he 
sought  out  the  retreat  of  these  gentry  at  the  latter 
port,  as  he  knew  he  could  be  landed  on  their  return 
within  a  few  miles  of  his  own  house.  Putting  up  at 
an  inn  generally  frequented  by  Englishmen,  he  fell 
in  with  some  half  a  dozen  Kentish  smugglers,  who 
knew  Blyth,  Emberson,  and  Brown,  from  Paglesham, 
who  were  engaged  in  that  pursuit,  and  were  expected 
at  every  tide.     Regaling  himself  with  them  in  a  sup 

of  good  punch,  he  was  called  upon  to  drink  D n 

to  all  Revenue  laws  and  officers,  which  he  strongly 
objected  to,  and  finally  betted,  amidst  fririous  oaths, 
a  bowl  of  punch  with  the  chairman,  who  proposed  the 
toast,  and  a  bottle  of  the  best  Burgundy  with  each  of 
the  others,  that  he  was  right  in  refrising  the  toast 
and  they  wrong  in  proposing  it.  His  bets  being 
accepted,  he  inquired  if  in  wishing  destruction  to  the 
revenue  laws  and  officers  they  did  not  mean  that 
there  should  be  neither  one  or  the  other,  "  Certainly," 
was  the  answer  from  all,  and  Harriott  went  on  to  show 
if  they  were  abolished,  so  would  smuggling,  and  they 
would  be  common  traders.  *'  Lost,"  said  the  chairman, 
so  here  goes,  "  Revenue  laws  and  officers  for  ever." 
His  Essex  friends  arriving,  made  merry  with  the  men 
of  Kent,  at  being  taught  how  to  toast  by  an  Essex 
magistrate.  He  sailed  at  midnight,  and  landed 
witihin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  his  own  door.  To  check 
this  trade  Loten  procured  a  small  decked  vessel, 
armed  her  with  three  swivels,  and  made  many  seizures. 
In  these  creeks  several  engagements  took  place. 
Amongst  the  daring  spirits  of  the  time  was  John 
Dowsett,  who  equipped  a  cutter  called  the  "  Big  Jane" 


443  THB  HI8T0BT  OF 

carrying  about  six  brass  six-pounders,  which  had 
several  contests  with  the  government  vessels,  and 
occasionally  wounds  were  received.  At  other  times 
offences  seem  to  have  been  partly  condoned,  and 
compromises  made,  for  Bl3rth*  upon  one  occasion 
being  boarded  by  a  revenue  cruiser,  the  two  comman- 
ders were  observed  in  deep  conversation,  Blyth  offer- 
ing to  surrender  so  many  tubs,  which  the  other 
rejecting,  certain  mysterious  figures  were  chalked  by 
Blyth;  the  King's  officer  shaking  his  head,  other 
figures  went  down,  with  no  better  result ;  a  third  time, 
and  now  the  captain  appeared  satisfied,  and  tubs  were 
at  once  conveyed  from  the  smuggling  cutter  to  the 
cruiser.  During  this  lengthened  confab'  between  the 
commanders,  the  glass  was  often  seen  to  pass,  which 
passage  of  arms  was  imitated  by  both  crews  drinking 
long  Ufe  to  each  other:  the  result  was,  the  cruiser's 
men,  perhaps  not  so  seasoned  as  their  opponents,  were 
soon  m  a  state  of  obfuscation,  and  as  fast  as  the  tubs 
were  put  down  the  cruiser's  hold,  they  were  handed 
back  to  the  cutter,  and  when  they  parted  mutually 
satisfied  with  each  other,  Blythf  had  considerably 
increased  his  cargo,  and  landed  it  safely  at  Paglesham. 
During  another  adventure,  when  Blyth's  vessel  was 
taken,  he  was  the  means  of  saving  his  captor's  vessel 
which  got  ashore  on  the  Goodwin  Sands;  they  had 
commenced  throwing  the  guns  over  to  leeward,  which 
greatly  endangered  their  safety,  but  upon  the  captain 
appealing  to  Blyth,  who  was  below  in  irons,  he  at  first 

*  William  Blyth  WM  son-in-law  to  Bowseti^  and  wae  oommonly  known  by 
the  name  of  "  Hard  Apple." 

f  Blyth  was  a  man  who  feared  nothing  and  on  whom  drink  seemed  to  hare 
no  eifeot.  His  digestive  organs  most  have  been  good,  if  the  report  is  tme, 
that  he  onoe  ato  and  swallowed  two  wine  glasses.  He  died  in  IKIO,  at  which 
time  the  lato  0.  Paffe»  Esq.,  lived  at  Chorch-halL  Blvth  on  his  death  bed 
sent  for  him,  asked  him  to  read  a  chapter  firom  the  Bible,  and  repeat  the 
Lord's  prayer,  which  having  done,  Blvth  said  '<now  I  am  ready  for 
the  launch,"  and  so  expired.  He  was  Ohnrdi  wsrden  of  the  parish,  and 
kept  a  small  grocer's  shop  in  the  village,  and  has  the  credit  of  destroying 
the  parish  books,  together  with  the  registers,  which  were  converted  into 
wrappers  for  butteri  bacon,  &c. 
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refused  his  advice,  sa3rmg,  it  was  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to   him,   as  if  he  escaped  drowning  he  should 
most  likely  be  hanged,  but  upon  being  promised  his 
liberty,  his  suggestions  were  acted  upon,  which  saved 
the  ship,  and  he  was  rewarded  by  being  set  on  shore. 
These  men  when  at  home  occasionally  engaged  in 
the  pastime  of  cricket,  taking  the  precaution  to  have 
their  pistols  loaded,  which,  with  their  cutlasses  were 
laid  upon  their  jackets.     Upon  one   occasion  when 
playing  in  church  field,  near  which  the  pubUc  house 
known   as  the   ^*  Punch  Bowl,"  then  stood,  a  bull 
which  was  a  terror  to  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
evidently  resenting    tins  intrusion    on  nis  domain, 
showed  fight,  and  charged  with  head  down  and  tail 
erect,  *^  Body  and  Bones,"  cried  Blyth,  "don't  think  to 
frighten  me,"  so  grasping  a  stout  cudgel,  he  seized  the 
buB  by  the  tail,  which  he  wrapped  round  his  arm  and 
belaboured  its  ribs  with  such  effect,  that  completely 
cowed  it,  and  in  its  flight  cleared  hedge  and  ditch, 
Blyth   still  holding  on,  until  completely  exhausted 
it  dropped  down  and  died.     No  doubt  by  such  deeds 
this  man  sustained  his  reputation  among  his  compeers. 
Besides  smugglers,  other  dangerous  characters  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  intricacy  of  the  navigation, 
and  amongst  them  we  may  mention  Hynes,  or  as  he 
was  called  "  Fiddler,  the  Pirate,"  who  was  arrested  in 
the  taproom  of  the  White  Hart,  at  Bumham,  and  was 
executed  and  hanged  in  chains  with  two  others,  at 
Fiddler's  point,  near  Greenhithe. 

In  the  State  Papers,  Domestic  Eliz.  Vol.  70,  No.  2, 
we  find  in  1570,  John  Ballard  and  Thomas  Redman 
constables,  report  that  the  township  of  Pakelsham  was 
appointed  to  **  P'vide  of  comon  charge^  one  corslett 
fomished  w*"*  one  pyke  and  one  cote,  w**  the  said  consfs 
bought  accordinglie,  price  whereof  xlix*'  viij*-  Itm 
the  Township  hathe  expended  for  powther,  shott, 
meate,  and  drinke,  for  soldiers  trayned,  vij**  Itm  they 
pute  that  syx  of  th  inhabitants  were  appointed  to 
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p'vide  at  there  comon  charge  one  hamiebut  and  one 
morian,  for  w***  they  have  collected  xxiij**  iiij*- 
Itm  the  township  by  like  order  have  collected  for 
prest*  and  conducte  of  one  soldior  appoynted  and  not 
yet  sent  forth  iiij'*  ij**,  w^  remayneth  unexpen- 
ded in  th  ands  of  the  said  const's, 

Suma  iiij£  iiij  ■•  ij*-" 

*  IVeste  or  earnest  money  oommonly  given  to  a  soldier  when  he  ia  listed, 
so  called  because  it  binds  the  reoeirer  to  be  ready  for  senrioe  at  all  times 
appointed.  ( Bailey's  Dictionary.) 
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PRITTLEWELL. 


MANOES  AND  ESTATES— OH AEITIBS— THE  PBIOET— OHUBOH. 
CLERQT— EXTBACTS  FBOH  PABISH  BOOKS,  AND  MANUSOBIFTB. 
SOUTHEND,    PAST   AND  PBESENT— HISTOBIOAL    ANECDOTES. 

I  HIS  Parish  derives  its  name  from  the  celebrated 
spring  at  the  Priory,  decidedly  the  strongestin  the 
Hundred,  which  rises  and  babbles  up  in  the  comer 
of  the  eastern  and  smaller  of  two  fishponds,  both  of 
which  are  supplied  from  this  source.  The  volume  of 
water,  which  is  immense,  is  finally  discharged  from 
the  western  pond  into  the  brook  that  finds  an  exit  at 
Sutton-ford.  The  spring  probably  derives  its  origin 
from  the  numerous  veins  of  sand  in  the  vicinity,  more 
particularly  to  be  found  in  Mill  field.  A  brick  dome 
was  constructed  over  it  by  the  late  owner,  Dr  R. 
Scratton,  Esq.,  who  led  an  iron  pipe  from  this  copious 
supply,  to  the  well  at  the  mansion.  The  old  Priory 
garden  still  adjoins  these  reservoirs,  the  water  of 
which  is  beautifully  transparent :  water  lilies  adorn 
one  of  them,  while  the  other  is  reserved  for  boating 
or  skating.  The  parish  in  old  records  is  written 
Prittewella  and  Pritwell:  it  contains  6590  acres, 
2  roods,  and  24  poles,  and  may  be  thus  classified. 
There  are  3296a.  2b.  39p.  on  the  main  land,  1342a. 
3b.  35p.  of  mussel  and  oyster  beds,  shore,  &c.,  8a. 
1b.  15p.  occupied  by  the  Pier  Company,  90a.  3b. 
39p.  of  roads  and  waste,  and  1851a.  2b.  16p.  in 
Canvey  Island,  which  includes  the  foregrounds.  Of 
this  quantity  5586a.  3b.  38p.  are  rated,  which  in- 
cludes 811a.  in  Canvey  Island,  inside  the  walls.     I^ 
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1841  there  were  2585a.  of  arable,  559a.  of  meadow, 
and  9a.  of  wood  land*  in  Prittlewell  proper.  In  1668 
there  were  74  holders  of  property  rated  to  the  church 
clerk's  salary.  In  1717  the  rateable  value  was  £1690 
including  Southend,  Canvey  Island  and  the  tithes, 
in  1739  at  £1859,  in  1772  at  £2738  including  the 
shores,  in  1862  at  £19459,  and  in  the  present  year 
1873  at  £28820  19s.  In  1861  it  contained  a  popula- 
tion of  3376,  of  whom  42  were  residents  in  that  part 
of  the  parish  situate  in  Canvey  Island.  The  soil  of 
this  parish  varies  considerably,  but  is  for  the  most 
part  extremely  fertile.  The  site  upon  which  New 
Southend  is  built,  is  well  adapted  for  sanitary  purposes, 
being  for  the  most  part  light  and  gravelly,  and  from 
its  elevated  position  well  adapted  for  drainage :  that 
part  of  the  parish  to  the  east,  resting  on  Southchurch, 
is  of  the  same  character,  and  suitable  for  sheep  fold- 
ing, but  towards  Shopland  the  soil  is  much  stiffer. 
The  centre  from  Milton  Hall  and  Porter's,  through 
the  Tick  fields,  and  embracing  the  district  between 
the  two  roads  leading  to  Sutton  and  Rochford,  is  well 
adapted  for  com,  seeds,  or  roots  and  some  portion  con* 
tains  capital  brick-earth.  Upon  the;  Eastwood  side  the 
land  is  more  adhesive,  and  increases  in  tenacity 
towards  Leigh,  the  names  of  the  various  properties 
offering  some  guide  to  their  merits,  and  we  here  meet 
with  lands  known  as  Chalkwell,  Hungerdowns,  Clatter- 
fields,  The  Folly,  &c.  Upon  Porter's  is  to  be  found 
a  gravel  pit  that  has  supplied  portions  of  the  Hundred 
with  materials  for  road  making  time  out  of  mind. 
The  stones,  however,  from  this  pit  (being  a  dry  one) 
are  more  brittle  than  those  formerly  obtained  from  • 
the  old  Danish  encampment,  at  South  Shoebury, 
which  had  the  advantage  of  being  derived  from  a 

*  In  1722  there  were  50  aores  of  wood  land,  and  at  the  oommenoement 
of  the  present  oentnry,  a  grove,  on  Hilton  Hall,  consisting  principally  of 
ash  trees,  extended  from  the  Cliff  to  Grove  House,  where  now  the  avenue 
to  Bonthend  chnroh  fSt.  John  the  Baptist),  and  the  Hotel  gardens,  &o.|  are 
situated.    On  the  road  to  Leigh  was  a  wood  called  Clatterfields. 
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springy  subsoil,  whilst  the  gravel  was  redder,  and 
more  sought  after  for  garden  walks. 

The  principal  manor  in  this  parish  now  known  as 
Priors,*  but  originally  as  Pritewella,  seems  to  have 
belonged  to  Suene,  before  the  conquest,  there  being 
no  former  possessor  mentioned  in  Domesday  book. 
Amongst  the  stock  there  enumerated,  besides  sheep, 
swine,  horses,  and  beasts,  are  66  goats,  and  9  hives  of 
bees.  A  free  man  had  one  part,  which  Tedric 
Pointell  held  at  the  survey,  and  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  at  Canterbury,  had  another  considerable 
share,  styled  "Mildentum,"  whilst  Grapinelf  held 
another  portion.  From  thence  arose  these  several 
manors:  1,  Priors  Hall;  2,  the  Manor  of  £arls-fee, 
with  Polsted  wic ;  3,  Temple-Sutton,  with  other  in- 
ferior and  subordinate  manors;  4,  Milton  Hall;  5, 
the  Manor  of  Chalkwell  Hall.  The  Manor  of  Priors 
was  so  named  because  it  belonged  to  the  Priory  in 
this  parish,  of  which  we  shall  hereafter  give  an  account. 
The  site  of  the  manor  house  is  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  norths  of  the  church.  Robert  de  Essex,  son  of 
Suene,  made  this  manor,  with  very  large  demesnes, 
part  of  the  endowment  of  the  Priory,  which  he  founded 
here.  It  continued  in  that  house  till  the  suppression, 
when  it  came  to  the  crown.     In  1537,  being  the  29th 

*  The  oonrta  for  this  manor,  were  at  one  time  held  at  the  **  Great  Hoose/* 
at  Soatiiend,  now  known  aa  the  Minerva  Hotel,  which  was  bailt  by  Abraham 
Vandervord  in  1793,  on  the  waste  soil  of  the  manor,  bnt  latterly  they  are 
held  at  the  Priory.  The  bonndary  of  this  manor  and  that  of  Sonthohnroh- 
hall,  as  regards  the  shore,  was  determined,  after  litig^ion  in  1883,  and 
on  the  beskoh  is  a  post  with  two  copper  plates  affixed,  containing  the 
following  inscriptions.  That  on  the  west  has : — **  1833— This  Post  and  two 
other  poets,  one  above  and  the  other  below,  denote  the  boundary  of  the 
manor  of  l^ttlewell  Priory,  and  so  oontinned  with  stones  in  a  straight 
line  to  low  water."  On  the  west  side  is : — "  1854~From  these  posts,  in  a 
direct  line  therewith,  down  to  low  water  mark,  are  the  boonds  of  me  manor, 
sea  grounds,  and  fishery  of  Sonthohorch,  now  belonging  to  George  Asser 
White  Welch,  Esq."  The  boandaries  between  the  Priory  and  Milton-hall 
manor,  are  divided  by  a  lane  at  the  end  of  Stmtt's  parade,  leading  to 
Claremont  Honse.  The  coorts  for  Milton-hall  manor  are  held  at  the  Hope 
Hotel. 

t  This  name  seems  to  have  descended  to  the  present  day,  as  farms  in 
Wallasey  are  still  known  as  East  and  West  Grapnells. 
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year  of  Henry  VIIL,  that  king  granted  to  Thomas 
Audley,  brother  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  site  of 
the  bouse,  manor,  and  rectory  of  Prittlewell,  together 
with  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage,  for  £400.  In 
1547  (Edward  VI.)  Thomas  Audley  executed  a 
deed  of  covenant  to  convey  to  Sir  Richard  Riche 
the  manor,  rectory,  &c.,  granted  to  him  by  letters 
patent,  29th  Henry  VIII.,  the  consideration  money 
from  Lord  Riche  being  £800,  including  the  woods 
called  Horsley  wood,  Southbirch  wood,  Westbirch 
wood,  Northbirch  wood,  and  Shoebury  grove,  situate 
here  and  in  Eastwood,  Hadleigh,  and  Lee.  In  1551 
a  further  confirmatory  grant  was  made  from  the 
crown  to  Sir  Richard  Riche,  Lord  Riche,  of  the  same 
property.  After  his  death  in  1566  it  came  to  his  son 
Robert  Lord  Riche,*  who  died  in  1580,  and  who  had 
also  in  this  parish,  and  Eastwood,  three  farms  called 
Colemans,f  Deres,  and  Lashbomes.  In  his  posterity 
(Earls  of  Warwick)  it  continued  till  after  1673,  and 
then  upon  the  partition  of  the  great  estates  of  the 
family  m  1678,  this  came  to  Daniel  Earl,  .of  Notting- 
ham ;  of  him  it  was  purchased  by  Daniel  Scratton|; 
then  of  Billericay,  but  born  at  Belsted,  in  Suffolk, 
who  had  amassed  a  large  fortune  between  the  years 
1640  and  1660 :  he  bought  also  of  the  same  Earl, 
Milton  Hall  and  other  estates  hereabouts,  to  the 
amount  of  about  £1000  a  year,  which  he  left  to 
his  nephew,  Daniel  Scratton,   of  Butlers,  §   in  the 

*  In  1577  Fritwell,  otherwise,  Pricklewell  Manor,  late  a  Priory,  with  a 
fieotory  there,  in  the  tenure  of  Robert  Lawson,  was  worth  in  the  farm  of 
the  same  by  the  year  with  £16  14  2}  for  the  rents  of  assize,  as  well  as 
of  ft-ee  as  of  the  costomary  tenants  of  the  manor  by  the  year,  beyond  40s. 
yearly  allowed  for  the  coUeotion  of  the  same,  £40  4  6^.  , 

f  Golemans  in  Fryttlewell,  in  the  tenure  of  Nicholas  Glasoock,  was  worth 
in  the  farm  of  the  same,  by  the  year  £  1 1  19  8.    (a.d.  1577.) 

X  Daniel  Soratton,  Jun.,  signs  the  minute  book  of  Prittlewell  in  1695, 
and  a  Daniel  Soratton  was  overseer  in  1697. 

{  Butlers,  an  estate  near  the  church,  was  purchased  by  this  Daniel 
Boratton  of  Sir  George  Mertins,  Knight,  and  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  circa 
^727. 
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parish  of  Broomfield,  in  Chelmsford  Hundred.  This 
latter*  died  without  issue,  and  intestate  the  2nd  June, 
1744,  whereupon  a  contest  arose  among  his  relations 
which  of  them  was  next  of  kin,  and  at  the  coming 
assizes,  at  Chelmsford,  in  the  year  1745,  a  verdict  was 
^ven  by  a  jury  of  gentlemen  of  this  county,  in  favour 
of  Danid  Scratton,  of  Harksted,  in  Suffolk,  who 
died  July  13th,  1760,  aged  55.  His  wife,  Mary,  who 
died  November  19  th,  1805,  aged  85,  is  buried  with 
him  in  a  vaultf  at  the  chancel  end  of  Broomfield 
church-yard.  They  had  a  numerous  family  of  sons, 
and  two  daughters ;  the  eldest  son  was  Daniel^  who 
succeeded  to  the  estate,  then  John,J  William,  (of 
Ardleigh,  in  Essex)  a  daughter,  Sarah,  (bom  in  1746) 
then  Joseph,§  Thomas,||  James,^  Robert^  and  another 

*  It  waa  this  Daniel  Soratton  who  waa  the  benefactor  of  the  school 
of  Frittlewell.  His  grandnephew,  the  late  Major  Soratton,  sold  Bntlera 
to  Jonathan  White,  Tioar  of  Wetherafield,  who  rebnilt  the  honae  and  laid 
Cfok  the  gardena.  According  to  the  Broomfield  regiatera,  in  the  year  1570 
a  peraon  of  the  name  of  '*  Scratton  "  appeara  in  the  liat  of  parishioners  who 
hiA  to  keep  the  chnroh-yard  widl  in  order  :  he  waa  then  either  living  at 
tilie  "  Manaion  Botelera  "  or  owner  and  non-resident.  If  he  was  of  this 
finmljy  the  property  waa  aold  and  re-acquired  by  purchaae  from  Sir  George 
Hertina. 

f  On  the  yanlt  at  Broomfield  are  engraven  these  arms  "  a  fess  between 
3  twana/'  bat  they  are  withont  doubt  arms  ofaaaumption,  and  disallowed, 
aa  in  1897  a  grant  waa  made  by  the  College  of  Arma  to  Daniel  Scratton,  of 
Penenden  in  Kent,andtoall  the  deacendanta  of  Daniel  Scratton  of  Broomfield. 
Thej  are  '•  Qu.  two  ohevronela  Or,  between  three  awana,  wings  elevated  arg. 
Great  a  wolf  a  head  eraaed.  ppr,  holding  in  the  mouth  a  trefoil  slipped  vort." 
Kotto  **  In  Deo  fidea."  Memoriala  of  thia  family  are  said  to  exist  at  Harkstcad 
and  Copdock,  in  Suffolk. 

X  John  of  Hackney  died  Hay  16th,  1806,  aged  63,  and  his  wife  Abigail  at 
Sutton  Beotory,  December  26th,  1835,  aged  77  years,  and  are  both  interred 
ai  Broomfield.  They  left  three  aona,  Daniel,  of  Penenden  Heath,  Maidstone, 
wbo  died  Augnat  lat,  1868,  aged  83  (leaving  aeveral  sons),  John,  late  of 
Frittlewell  Priory,  and  the  Rev.  Thomaa  Scott  Scratton,  late  Eector  of  Sutton, 
now  residing  at  Southend,  reapecting  whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
aooount  of  Clergy  in  Sutton. 

f  Joaeph  lived  at  Broughton,  in  Huntingdonshire. 

I)  Thomaa  lived,  died  and  waa  buried  at  Haleaworth,  in  Suffolk,  in  1614. 

Y  Jamea  Scratton  married  Judith  Kerateman.  He  waa  at  that  time  resid- 
ing  ai  Hampton  Bama,  Great  Stambridge,  aubaequently  at  Sutton-hall, 
then  at  No.  13,  on  the  Terraoe,  Southend,  afterwarda  at  Dageuham,  and 
inaDy  at  Uie  Bagle  Houae,  Snareabrook,  in  the  parish  of  Wanetead.  He 
waa  one  of  Hia  Ifajeaty'a  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and  died  16th  day  of  April, 
1887,  aged  86  yeara,  and  Judith,  hia  wife,  October  18th,  1 83d,  aged  87. 
They  died  ohildleaa,  and  are  both  interred  in  the  Feiherstonhuugh  vault, 
within  the  Haaaingbroke  chapel  at  the  eaet  end  of  the  south  aisle  of  the  church 


451  TUB    UISTOKY   OF 

daughter,  Mary,  who  died  July  3rd,  1796,  aged  38, 
and  is  interred  with  her  parents  at  Broomfield.  Daniel^ 
who  never  mari'ied,  was  for  a  short  period  in  the  Horse 
Guards,  and  afterwards  a  major  in  the  West  Essex 
^lilitia.  He  resided  at  one  time  at  Walthara,  subse- 
quently at  Billericay,  and  Came  to  reside  at  Middleton 
Hall  circa  1 788,  upon  the  termination  of  the  tenancy 
by  Thomas  Hanson,  and  took  the  Priory,  where  he 
next  resided,  into  his  own  hands  by  the  vacation  of 
William  Price  m  1784.  He  died  October  13th,  1811, 
aged  70,  and  is  buried  in  the  vault  at  Broomfield. 
To  the  surprise  of  many,  by  his  last  testament,  after 
bequeathing  his  nephew,  Daniel,  of  Penenden,  the 
heir  at  law,  £500  per  annum  secured  on  Barlings  and 
Colemans,  he  left  the  estates  to  his  youngest  brother 
Robert^  before  named,  an  oil  and  colour  merchant, 
of  No.  1G7,  Fenchurch  Street,  and  entailed  them  on 
John  Baynton  his  son  and  his  heirs.  Robert  Scrattou 
died  November  30th,  1839,  at  the  age  of  86,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  July  30th,  1 840,  aged  88  years, 
and  are  buried  in  the  family  vault,  in  the  nave 
of  Prittlewell  Church,  where  there  are  two  marble 
tablets  on  the  north  wall  to  the  memory  of  them- 
selves, and  other  members  of  the  family.    Their  son* 

at  Stanford-le-Hope  in  this  coanty.  He  made  a  larg^  fortune  byspeoalaiing 
on  the  Stock  Exchanff  o,  at  the  end  of  the  long  war,  and  left  his  property  to 
the  three  sons  of  his  brother  John,  vis.,  Daniel,  of  Penenden,  Kent,  who  re- 
ceived half  of  Groat  Mussells  in  Bowers  Marsh;  John  of  Prittlewell  Friorj^ 
Tt'ho  was  left  Ilassingbroke  Hall  in  Stanford-le-hope,  and  the  ferry  farm  in 
Wallasey  Island;  and  the  Rev.  T.  S  Scrattou  who  inherited  the  other 
moiety  of  Great  Mussells.  This  John,  who  farmed  the  Priory,  died  April 
2Gth,  18i>l,  aged  63  years,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Zachariah 
Pi^Mot  of  Mucking  Hall,  Mucking,  June  23rd,  1864,  aged  78  years,  and  to 
whose  memory  a  white  marble  mural  tablet  is  erected  in  the  Church  of 
Stanford-le-hope.  For  an  account  of  the  blundering  of  the  arms  on  this 
monument  and  the  hatchment,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Vol.  3«  Ko.  88, 
Page  260  of  the  «  East  Anglian." 

*  Of  the  two  daughters  of  Bobert  Soratton,  Sarah  married  his  partner, 
Mr.  Henington,  oil  and  colour  man,  of  Tooley  Street.  Thejr  left  no  issue. 
The  other,  Jane,  married  Augustus  Frederick  Little,  a  cabinet  maker,  of 
Mortimer  Street,  London.  He  died  at  his  residence,  Dorset  Square,  Saint 
Mary-le.bone,  September  9th,  1850,  aged  56,  and  Jane  his  wife,  the  20th 
of  April,  1864,  aged  73.  They  left  an  only  son,  the  Bey.  Frederick 
Fcratton  Little,  M.A.,  who  lost  his  life  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  at  North 
Shoebury,  on  5th  April,  1865,  aged  40  years.  See  the  hraaa  plate  on 
north  wall  of  Prittlewell  Church,  and  the  account  of  the  farm  oallcd  Snells 
iu  this  parish. 
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John  Bayntan  Scratton,  of  Milton  Hall,  died  June 
28th,  1842,  in  his  63rd  year.  His  wife,  Harriet, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  John  Boone,  the  book- 
seller, of  Bond  Street,  died  June  4th,  1856,  in 
her  65th  year.  Of  this  union  were  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  the  present  Daniel  Robert  Scratton, 
Esq. :  the  daughters  died  single,  the  eldest,  Harriet, 
June  2nd,  1844,  aged  30,  at  Cadenabbia  on  the  lake 
of  Como,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Griante. 
The  youngest,  Jane,  died  at  Bayswater,  and  was  buried 
in  London.  Danid  Robert  Scratton,  married  to  Maria, 
second  daughter  of  James  Thornton,  of  Foulness,  now 
resides  at  East  Ogwell,  near  Newton  Abbot,  Devon- 
shire. With  the  consent  of  the  trustees  in  1869  he 
sold  the  major  part  of  the  estates.  The  Priory  was 
sold  to  James  Burness,  of  Leytonstone,  who  re-sold 
the  House,  Park,  &c.,  comprising  about  42  acres,  to 
William  Keyes,  of  Moons,  in  Ashingdon,  who  married 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Kilworth,  of 
Southchurch  Hall.  The  church  field  was  acquired  by 
Mr.  Scudder.  The  Priory  has  since  been  sold  by  W. 
Keyes,  in  1874,  to  J.  Farley  Leith,  Q.C.,  member  for 
the  city  of  Aberdeen,  a  native  of  Aberdeenshire,  and 
of  the  younger  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  the* 
Leiths  of  Leith  Hall,  in  that  county.     He  formerly 

Sractised  as  a  barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
udicature  in  Calcutta,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
counsel  before  the  Lords  of  the  Judicial  Committee 
of  Her  Majesty's  most  honorable  Privy  Council. 
Mr.  Scratton,  who  still  retains  the  manor,  as  a  resident 
landlord  was  popular,  and  his  pursuits  to  English  taste, 
having  hunted  the  South  Essex  and  the  Essex  Union 
districts  for  many  years.  He  was  an  excellent  ad- 
ministrator of  the  Poor  Laws,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Rochford  Board,  and  noted,  for  his  business  habits, 
which  were  quick  and  intelligent.  Besides  dinners 
in  his  honor,  in  1863  he  had  presented  to  him  by 
subscription,  a  silver  inkstand  of  the  value   of  100 
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guineas,  in  commemoration  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  neighbours  and  friends,  and  upon 
the  22nd  October,  1867,  Mrs.  Scratton  was  presented 
with  the  portrait*  of  her  husband,  painted  by  S. 
Pearce,  the  cost  of  which  was  three  hundred  guineas. 
The  picture  is  eight  feet  long  by  seven  feet  high. 
Mr.  Scratton  is  represented  on  his  powerful  brown 
hunter,  Blackmore,  with  two  couples  of  his  hounds, 
viz.,  Hebe,  Solon,  Comfort  and  Bentinck,  grouped 
around  hnn.  It  was  presented  at  the  Priory;  after- 
wards 120  gentlemen  sat  down  to  a  dinner  at  the 
Royal  Hotel  in  honor  of  the  master  of  the  hounds. 

"Earls-Fee,  with  Polsted-wic."  Earls  Hall,  the 
Mansion  House,  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north 
from  the  Church  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
from  the  Priory.  Salmon  says  a  large  common  still 
goes  by  the  name  of  Poulsted.  Morant  improves  upon 
this  by  stating  7iear  it  is  a  large  waste  called  Foisted 
common.  The  position  he  assigns  for  this  common  is 
quite  erroneous.  At  the  present  day  no  appearance 
presents  itself  of  a  common  ever  being  in  the  vicinity, 
but  in  front  of  the  Mansion  is  a  long  grass  lane,  of 
inicqual  width,  leading  to  various  small  occupations, 
and  to  Cuckoo  roads,  and  formerly  extending  to  Had- 
leigh.  This  common  was  not  near  Earls  Hall,  but 
n(?ar  Polsted-wic,  now  called  Post-wic,  a  large  field 
adjoining  Stopers  'Lane,  and  within  memory  there 
were  about  five  acres  unenclosed.  It  was  situated  at 
the  three  want  way  by  Bulls  Pond,  near  where  Mr. 
Scratton  erected  his  covered  homestall.  Part  of 
this  common  was  appropriated  for  a  workhouse,  built 
in  1786,  and  now  belongs  to  a  branch  of  the  Scrat- 
ton family,  part  was  thrown  into  Foisted- wic,  now 
det«ichod  from  the  Priory,  and  a  piece  has  lately  been 
""'led  to  the  Tic  fields  near  Bulls  Pond.    Polstea-wicf 

'  engraving  of  this  picture  may  be  seen  in  many  houses  In  the  dis- 
copy  having  been  preeentod  to  each  subBcriber. 

imall  farm  called  Polsteads  is  situated  at  the  north  west  corner  of 
Wakorinir  parish,  and  now  belongs  to  Mark  Boaucharop  Peacock, 
the  late  Solicitur  to  the  Post  Office. 
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is  on  the  road  to  Sutton;  the  site  of  the  wind- 
mill hereafter  mentioned  is  still  pointed  out,  and  a 
tradition  exists  that  when  this  Polsted-wic  was  con- 
nected with  Earls  Hall,  a  right  of  way  existed 
through  the  Priory  land,  north  of  the  present  man- 
sion, leading  from  Stopers  Lane,  adjoining  Post-wic, 
through  Mill  field  to  the  road  leading  from  Prittle- 
well  to  Rayleigh  and  Rochford.  This  was  part  of 
Suene's  demesnes,  and  of  what  he  had  in  this  hun- 
dred, uijder  the  title  of  Puteseia,  from  whence  some 
derive  the  name  of  Polsted.  Hugh  de  Polestude 
held  four  fees  of  the  barony  of  Raly,  in  Henry  the 
second's  time,  that  had  been  Henry  de  Essex's ;  and 
one  fee  of  the  honor  of  Hagenet.  And,  in  1284, 
Hugh  de  Polsted  held  of  the  same  barony,  Polstead 
in  PryteweU,  by  the  fourth  part  of  a  knight's-fee. 
This  estate  was  divided  soon  after ;  one  part  being  in 
a  family  sumamed  De  South-Church,  and  another 
part  in  the  noble  family  of  De  Vere*  Earls  of  Ox- 
ford, from  whom  it  took  the  name  of  Earls-fee. 
Richard  de  Southchurch,  who  died  in  1294,  held,  of 
the  King,  in  capite^  of  the  honor  of  Raylie  in  Pritel- 
well  and  Sutton,  certain  lands  and  tenements  called 
Polsted's  Lands,  viz.,  160  acres  of  arable,  3  of 
meadow,  36s.  of  rent  and  a  windmill.  Hugh  de 
Vere,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Oxford,  was  possessed  of  the 
manor  of  Earls  Hall,  aUas  Earls  Fee,  which  is  called 
the  manor  of  Pritlewell,  and  he  had  the  grant  of  a 
marketf  and  a  fair  here.  He  died  in  1263  leaving 
Robert  his  son  and  heir,  the  fifth  Earl,  who  married 

*  The  lore  of  the  OnuAders  says  that  when  Bobert  de  Vere  wja  fightiug 
Tictorionsly  against  the  infidel,  a  star  fell  from  heaven  on  his  shield,  and 
in  commemoration  of  the  portent  of  divine  approval,  a  mallet  was  added 
to  his  family  coat  of  arms,  but  most  probably  as  a  mark  of  cadency. 

<t  Mr.  Lindsell  of  Prittlewell,  nownpwards  of  80  years  old,  can  remember 
a  weU  in  the  centre  of  the  road  in  Frittlewell,  opposite  the  Blue  Boar, 
that  caved  in,  eirca  1795.  It  was  about  40  feet  deep,  bricked,  and  about 
4  or  5ft.  in  diameter.  It  was  arched  over  again.  He  remembers  a  butcher's 
shop  standing  on  the  west  side  of  this  well,  and  a  wooden  pound  on  the 
east  side  of  it,  which  pound  was  subject  to  the  manor  of  Earl's  Hall.  A 
few  rods  lower  down  West  Street  stood  the  Cage. 
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Alice,  daughter  and  heir  of  Gilbert  Lord  Samford, 
chamberlain  to  Queen  Elianor;  by  whom  he  had 
Robert,  his  son  and  heir,  the  sixth  Earl  ;  and  a 
daughter  named  Joane  married  to  William,  son  and 
heir  of  John,  Earl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  who  had 
with  her,  among  other  estates,  the  manor  of  Prittle- 
well,  which  he  held  of  Robert  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford. His  son  John  de  Warren  afterwards  had  it, 
and  died  without  legitimate  issue.  He  had  given 
this  manor  to  his  sister  and  heir,  Alice,  wife  of  Ed- 
mund Fitzalan,  Earl  of  Arundel,  and  the  grant  was 
confirmed  by  Edward  II.  This  Earl  of  Arundel 
who  was  related  by  marriage  to  the  Despensers, 
minions  of  that  monarch,  and  had  been  forward  in 
voting  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  was  be- 
headed 9th  Oct,  1326,  by  the  procurement  of  Queen 
Isabella  and  her  paramour  Mortimer.  Richard  Fitz- 
Alan,  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  was  restored  in  Parlia- 
ment in  1329,  and  died  in  1375  leaving  by  Eleanor 
his  second  wife,  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  his  eldest 
son,  who  was  concerned  with  Humphrey,  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  uncle  of  Richard  II.,  in  putting  to  death, 
during  the  King's  minority  in  1387,  several  of  his 
private  friends  and  favourites,  amongst  whom  the 
most  to  be  regretted  was  Sir  Simon  Burly,  the  friend 
of  Edward  111.  and  the  Black  Prince.  He  was  ad- 
miral of  England  and  brother  to  Thomas  Arundel, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  After  years  of  dissimula- 
tion, Richard  in  1397  gratified  his  resentment  and 
caused  him  to  be  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill,  in  his  pres- 
ence, and  led  to  execution  by  Thomas  Mowbray, 
Earl  Marshal  and  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  had  married 
Elizabeth,  Arundel's  eldest  daughter.  The  King 
conferred  the  Earl's  lands  upon  Mowbray,  and  after 
^-  death  in  1400,  the  estate  was  held  by  his  widow, 
m  1403,  married  for  her  third  husband,  Robert 
lall,  who  had  this  as  part  of  her  dower.  She 
in   1424,  and  was  succeeded  by  her  son,  John 
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Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  estate  continued 
in  this  family  until  the  extinction  of  the  male  line  ; 
the  last  Duke  of  Norfolk  of  this  family  at  his  death, 
in  1477,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne, 
married  afterwards  to  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  second 
son  of  King  Edward  IV.,  but  had  no  issue,  where- 
upon their  inheritance  came  to  the  families  of  Howard 
and  Berkley,  heirs  at  law,  as  descended  from  the  two 
daughters  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  the  first  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  married 
to  Sir  Robert  Howard,  whose  son  John  was  created 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  constituted  Earl  Marshal  in 
1483.  He  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  fight- 
ing for  Richard  III.  He  is  described  by  Shakspeare 
as  having  found  a  scroll  appended  to  his  tent 
the  morning  of  the  battle,  with  this  inscription, 
"  Jocky,  of  Norfolk,  be  not  too  bold,  for  Dickon,  thy 
master,  is  bought  and  sold."  He  was  attainted  in 
Parliament  1  Henry  VII. ;  but  his  son,  Thomas,  was 
restored  in  blood  4  Henry  VII,  and  died  in 
1524.  Thomas,  his  son,  died  in  1554,  and  Thomas, 
his  grandson,  held  this  manor  of  Earls  Hall  in 
the  year  1559.  He  soon  after*  sold  it  to  Richard 
Lord  Riche,  who  at  the  time  of  his  decease  in  1566* 
held  this  manor  of  Eai'ls  Hall,  alias  Earls  Fee,  in 
Prittlewell,  of  Henry,  Lord  Hunsdon,  as  of  the 
honor  of  Rayleigh,  by  the  service  of  one  knight's  fee. 
In  that  family.  Earls  of  Warwick,  it  continued,  till, 
upon  the  di\ision  ot  their  large  inheritance,  this  was 
allotted  to  Daniel,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  sold  it 
to  Mr.  Werge  and — Lomax,  and  they  sold  it  to  Robert 
Bristow,  and  John  Chambers,  of  London,  Scrivener, 
whose  daughter  Mary  was  wife  of  John  Dorrell.  It 
was  afterwards  in  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bristow  and  Win- 
thropp  Baldwin  and  Mary  his  wife.  It  has  since 
been  in  the  family  of  Neave.     Their  name  was   for- 

•  In  1677,  Earls  Hall  otherwise  Earls  Fee  was  in  the  tcniirc  of  Robert 
LewsoHj  (who  resided  at  the  ?rior7»)  and  it  was  then  worth  iu  tho  farm 
of  the  same  manor  by  the  year  £55  16s.  8d. 
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inerly  written  Le  Neve,  and  they  are  supposed  to  be 
of  Norman  extraction.  Richard  Neave,  a  commercial 
character  of  great  eminence,  son  of  James  Neave,  of 
London,  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1795,  There  is 
a  marble  monument  to  his  memory  in  South  Weald 
Church,  with  this  inscription,  "  In  a  vault  at  the  west 
end  of  the  north  aisle,  are  deposited  the  remains  of 
Sir  Richard  Neave,  Bart.,  of  Dagnam  park,  m  this 
county  of  Essex,  descended  from  the  aintient  family 
of  Le  Neve,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,'  he  married 
Frances,  4th  daughter  of  John  Bristow,  Esq.,  M.P.  of 
Quedenham  Hall,  in  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  had  four 
sons  and  five  daughters  ;  he  was  one  of  the  first  com- 
missioners appointed  by  Parliament  in  1780,  for 
auditing  the  public  accounts,  to  whose  diligence, 
abilitj',  and  integrity  the  country  is  indebted  for  the 
first  accurate  and  intelligible  system  of  their  finance  ; 
on  presenting  their  last  report  to  King  George  III., 
his  Majesty  marked  his  sense  of  the  value  of  their 
labors  by  observing,  '  This  is  one  of  the  few  things 
which  have  greatly  exceeded  expectation,'  they  also 
received  the  thanks  of  the  nation  by  a  vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  was  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England  in  1780,  at  the  awful  period  of  the  riots 
in  London,  headed  by  Lord  George  Gordon,  when 
his  judgment,  coolness  and  intrepidity  were  most 
conspicuous.  He  died  on  the  28th  January,  1814, 
in  the  83rd  year  of  his  age,  greatly  respected  and 
regretted.  Also  the  remains  of  Frances  Lady  Neave, 
widow  of  the  above  Sir  Kichard  Neave,  Bart.,  who 
died  on  the  18th  of  January,  1830,  in  the  87th  year 
of  her  age,  deeply  lamented  by  her  numerous  descen- 
dants and  connections.  She  was  one  of  four  sisters 
living  at  the  same  time,  whose  united  ages  amounted 
to  342  years.*''  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Su*  Thomas 
Neave,  who  married  a  daughter  of  the  Rev,   William 

**  ♦  On  a  croBs  fivo  fleur-de-lis,  impaling,  Ermine  on  a  fees  barruled 
hroo  crescents.    Crest  out  of  a  ducal  coronet  a  lily. 
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Digby.      There  is  a  mural  tablet  in  the  same  place 
which  has,   "  Frances  Caroline  Neave,  wife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Neave,  Baronet,  daughter  of  William  Digby, 
Dean  of  Durham,  brother  of  Edward,  Earl  of  Digby, 
not  August  22nd,  1772,  ob.  April  14th,  1835.     Her 
children  arise  and  call  her  blessed,  her  husband  also, 
and  he  praiseth  her.     Sir  Thomas  Neave,  Bart.,  of 
Dagnam  park,  in  the  Liberty  of  Havering,  nat  Nov. 
11th,  1761,  (?6.  April  11th,  1848."      His  eldest  son, 
Sir  Bichard  Digby  Neave,  succeeded  him,  who  was 
educated  at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  where  he  grad- 
uated B.  A.  in  1815.     He  was  the  author  of  "Four 
Days  in  Connemara,''  and  was  High  Sheriff  of  this 
County  in  1864.      He  married  a  daughter  of  Lord 
Arundel  of  Wardour,  and  died  at  his  town  residence, 
Eccleston  Square,  at  the  age  of  75.    The  monument* 
in    two     compartments,     erected    by    the    present 
Baronet  has  "  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Honorable 
Mary   Lady   Neave,  youngest  daughter   of    James 
Everard,   the   9th   Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  and 
wife  of  Sir  Richard  Digby  Neave,  Bart.,  born  28th 
of    October,    1809.       Died    29th    August,    1849. 
Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Sir  Richard  Digby  Neave, 
3rd  Baronet  of  Dagnam,  born  9th  December,  1793. 
Died  11th  March,   1868."      His  son  and  successor. 
Sir    Arundel  Neave,  the  present  Baronet,  bom  in 
1829,  educated  at  Eton,  was  formerly  in  the  3rd 
Dragoon  Guards,  from  which  he  retired  with   the 
rank  of  Captain  in  1863,  and  was  for  a  short  period 
from  1866  to  1868,  Captain  in  the  West  Essex  Yeo- 
manry Cavalry  ;   he  married  September,   1871,  the 
Hon.   Gwyn  Gertrude  Hughes,  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Dinorben.      The  murder  of  his  only  brother, 

*  Theee  monnments  are  now  affixed  to  the  north  wall  of  the  Tower,  bat 
seyeral  of  the  older  ones  were  removed  at  the  recent  restoration  of  the 
Chorch  from  the  eaat  end  of  the  North  Aisle.  The  painted  window  in  the 
west  end  of  this  Tower  was  remoTed  from  another  part  of  the  edifice  and 
placed  in  ita  present  position  by  the  Neave  family.  The  vault  containing 
their  remains  is  nnder  the  font.  Some  of  the  female  part  of  this  family 
are  bnried  at  Noko  Hill  Charch,  in  Bomford  parish. 
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Ednowain  Reginald,  by  stabbing,  in  December,  1873, 
by  one.  Price,  at  Wet  Mountain  Valley,  near  Colorado 
Springs,  United  States,  is  of  recent  occurrence.  The 
murderer,  a  friend  of  his  victun,  both  in  the  old  and 
new  country,  was  secured  and  Ijmched  by  the  indig- 
nant neighbours.  Arms.  Argent  i  on  a  cross,  sable, 
five  fleurs-de-lis.  Or.  Crest  out  of  a  ducal  coronet, 
gold,  a  lily,  stidked  and  leaved  vert,  flowered  and 
seeded,  or.  Motto,  "  Sipla  proba  quas  hyrmtar  Those 
things  only  are  becoming  which  are  honorable. 

The  Manor  of  Polsted*  belonged  in  1494  to  John, 
Prior  of  Prittlcwell,  for  John  Tirrell  then  held  of  him, 
as  of  that  manor,  lands  here  called  Parkers,  Mawgers, 
Shoeberyes,  Perfield  and  Clayhawke.  Probably  it  was 
given  to  the  Priory  upon  the  forfeiture  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  From  these  capital  manors  of  Suene  there 
sprung  up  three  other  subordinate  or  reputed  manors, 
*'  Botelers  "  was  one,  so  named  from  an  ancient  owner. 
From  1260  to  1328  the  family  of  Botvllerf  held  lands 
here  of  the  honor  of  "  Reihe "  ana  under  the  De 
Polsted  family. 

Thomas  de  Staple,  who  died  in  1372,  held  a  mes- 
suage and  90  acres  of  arable,  called,  Botelers  Ham- 
stall  in  Prittlewell  of  the  honor  of  "  Reyle."  Richard 
was  his  son  and  heir,  who  I  suppose  died  childless, 
for  Margery,  his  mother,  remarried  to  Sir  John  de 
Chanceux,  when  she  died  in  1389,  had  no  other 
heirs  but  these  two,  viz.,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John 
Pritelwell,  and  Joane  daughter  of  John  de  Sutton, 
bv  Alice  his  wife,  another  of  the  daughters  of  the  said 
Thomas  StapleJ  and  Margery.  Afterwards  this  was 
in  R.  Bury,  for  in  1548  a  tenement  and  100  acres  of 
pasture  with  appurtenances  in  Prittlewell  called  But- 

•  ChiBenhale  HarBh,  in  a  note  to  hiB  translation  of  Doomsday,  places  this 
Polsted  Wic  in  Sntton  without  foundation^  although  some  of  the  Polsted 
lands  extended  in  the  direction  of  Temple  Sutton. 

f  See  under  Shopland. 

X  See  Shopland. 
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lers  Hampstallfr  were  alienated  by  Richard  Bury  to 

John  Webb,  Clerk,  by  license.    William  Harrys,*  Esq. 

at  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  September,   1556,  held 

lands  and  hereditaments  here,  called  Johns,  Hamp- 

stalls,f  and  Palgraves,  and  Cokes,   Brennings  and 

Wants  of  the  Lord  Riche,  as  of  the  Priory  of  Prittle- 

well.    Ralph  Bashe  afterwards  had  it.    Edward  Bashe 

who  died  in   1587  held  this  estate,  leaving  Edward 

his  son  and  heir.    Jacob  Cante  held  a  croft  in  Polsteds 

called  Newland  croft  e/ Spyttle-fields  {temp.  James  I.) 

"  Serlesland  "  was  so  named  from  Serlo,  son  of  Philip, 

who  died  in  1280,  and  held  of  the  barony  of  "Reley " 

one  messuage  and  122  acres  of  arable  in  Prittlewell. 

Philip  was  his  son  and  heir  who  died  in  1312,  leaving 

Richard  Ms  son  and  successor.    The  heirs  of  Richard* 

Serle  held  it  in  1340.     John  Baud,  who  died  in  1422 

held  one  toft  and  40  acres  of  arable  called  Series  land 

of  the  honor  of  *'  Reyley."     From  the  records  of  that 

honor,  we  find  in  the  reign  of  James  I.^  Gertrude 

Browne  vid.  held  lands  called  Bynnes  and  Series  in 

Prittlewell,  these  were  afterward  in  Richard  Cock,J 

and  are  thus  described,  "Series  lands  formerly  in 

*  William  Harris  had  the  manors  of  Griokeshethe  Hall  and  Hell  House,  in 
I^tohingdon,  Beckney,  Crjsted  Hall  in  Boohford,  half  the  manor  of  Shop- 
land  HiOl,  marshes  in  the  island  of  Foulness,  marshes  oalled  Small  port  gore 
And  Temple  gore  in  Wakering  and  Boohford,  and  land  and  the  passage  of 
the  feny  in  South  Fambridge.  The  Harris  family  originally  lived  at  Frit- 
tlewell, William  Harris  of  that  plaoe  married  Anne  daughter  of — Jemegan, 
and  had  Arthur  Harris,  also  of  Prittlewell,  who  by  Joanna  his  wife, 
daughter  of  l^omas  Percy,  seoond  son  of  Henry,  Barl  of  Northumberland, 
W  William  Hiunris  the  testator.  Morant  gives  a  year  too  early  as  the 
<iate  of  his  death.  He  was  buried  at  Southmynster.  He  was  at  one  time 
Sheriff  of  Essex.    Haohyn's  diary  thus  records  his  burial,  he  was  "  notable 

Tyche  bothe  in  lands  and  fermes  with  a  penon and  cott  armur 

ud  iiij  baners  of  emages  of  arms  and  a  vj  dosen  of  skoyohons  and  mony 
iDorBers  and  a  grett  dolle."  He  ordered  by  his  will  to  have  inscribed  on 
his  tomb  (now  destroyed) — "  Terra  terrwm  iegat,  demon'  peceata  reswnat 
wundue  res  h'eat,  apiritu$  ah'ta  petat."  His  chain  of  gold  contained  146 
Hnks.  By  his  wife  Alice  he  left  four  sons,  Vincent^  Arthur,  Christopher, 
ud  Edward. 

t  A  field  on  this  farm  10  acres,  SB  poles,  called  "  Kings  downs  "  pays  a 
fine  to  the  Lawless  Court.    See  Boohford. 

t  Richard  Cocke,  gent.,  held  lands  called  Gookes  and  Bumbaldewus  in 
Hockley.    For  farther  notice  of  this  family,  see  inscriptions. 
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Richard  Bynnye,  formerly  in  Richard  Searle,  son  and 
heir  of  Philip  Searle." 

"Berlands*  and  Blake,"  a  manor  or  capital 
messuage,  and  divers  other  lands,  tenements,  &c., 
in  "  Pritwell,"  belonged  once  to  J.  Baud,  then 
to  J.  Webb,  {temp.  Mary,)  and  were  purchased 
of  Edward  Bashe,  by  Richard  Lord  Riche  who 
held  them  at  the  time  of  his  decease  of  the  hon- 
or of  Rayleigh.  They  passed  as  the  rest  of  the  War- 
wick estates  in  this  parish,  to  the  Scrattonf  family. 
At  the  late  sale  they  were  bought  by  Augustus 
Smith,  of  Northwood  House,  Norwood,  who  resold 
them  to  Sir  Arundel  Neave,  Bart. 

"Derys,"  being  150  acres  ofarable,  four  of  meadow 
and  six  of  wood  in  Prittlewell  and  Estwood,  and  160 
acres  in  Southchurch,  called  Hamstall,  both  holden  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  also  100  acres  of  arable  and  marsh 
called  Palgraves-land,  holden  of  the  Prior  of  Prittle- 
well, belonged  in  1543  to  Richard  Pakelesham.  Deres 
belonged  in  1575  to  Thomas  Shaa  of  Terling,  who 
conveyed  it  the  same  year  with  two  other  farms 
called  ColemansJ  and  La8hbomes§  to  Robert  Riche. 
They  were  purchased  with  the  other  estates  by  Mr. 
Scratton. 

"Temple  Sutton,"  another  manor  of  which  the 
Mansion  House  is  in  this  parish,  but  a  considerable 
part  of  the  demesne  lands  extends  into  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Great  Sutton,  was  so  named  because  it  be- 
longed to  the  Knights  Templars.  It  was  also  called 
Little  Sutton,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other.  The 
Manor  House  stands  near  a  mile  from  Prittlewell 

*  These  were  in  the  tenure  of  Henrj  Butler,  £sq.,  in  1577,  at  the  rent  of 
£16  6s.  8d.  per  annum. 

t  Robert  Camp  was  admitted  to  the  copyhold  part  of  Barlings,  in  1776. 
It  is  now  commonly  known  as  the  «  green  shuttered  house." 

X  Bobert  Noble,  Senr.,  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
had  the  manor  of  Colemans  in  Prittlewell,  and  afterwards  sold  it. 

§  James  Lamborno  held  lands  in  Prittlewell  of  the  honor  of  Rayleigh, 
^p.  Edward  U). 
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Church,  on  the  road  to  Sutton,  and  had  a  chapel,  or 
oratory,  of  which  however  not  a  vestige  now  remains* 
At  the  survey,  Roger  held  half  a  hide  in  this  manor, 
then  called  Suttuna,  which  a  freeman  named  Robert 
held  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  ;  but  Tedric 
Pointel  was  the  chief  owner,  one  of  whose  under- 
tenants held  half  a  hide,  another,  Grimbold,  held 
thirty  acres,  Hunold  the  same.  These  three  were 
free  men.  One,  Robert,  held  likewise  half  a  hide. 
To  this  manor  belonged  one  soc-man,*  who  could 
not  go  away.  Some  time  after,  it  was  given  to  the 
prseceptoryf  of  Cressing  Temple  in  this  county,  but 
by  whom  is  not  mentioned.  They  had  it  as  early  as 
the  year  1280.  In  1292,  John  Benestedd,  made  an 
addition  to  the  Knights- Templars'  revenues  by  giving 
them  five  acres  of  land  in  Little  Sutton  and  Prit- 
tlewell,  as  did  at  the  same  time,  Henry  de  Bluntes- 
don,  one  messuage  and  eight  acres  of  land  in 
Rochford;  and  Thomas  le  Blakiere  one  messuage 
and  four  acres  of  land  in  Great  Sutton.  Joane, 
widow  of  Sip  John  Gray,  who  died  in  1425, 
held  among  other  things,  one  knight's  fee  in 
Temple  Sutton,  which  William  de  Cusance  lately 
held.  The  great  order  of  the  Knights  Templars  J  arose 
from  a  very  humble  beginning  in  1118,  19  years  after 
the  conquest  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Crusaders,  when 
nine  noble  knights  formed  a  holy  brotherhood  in  arms, 
and  entered  into  a  solemn  compact  to  aid  one  another  in 
clearing  the  highways  leading  to  Jerusalem  of  infi- 
dels and  robbers,  and  in  protecting  the  pilgrims 
through  the  passes  and  defiles  of  the  mountains  to 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  styled  themselves  the  "  Poor 

*  The  term  Soo-man  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and  they  were  a  class  of  in- 
ferior grade  to  the  free  men. 

t  A  prseceptory  or  Commandery  was  a  cell  dependent  npon  their  capital 
honfle»  the  Temple  in  London.  The  head  Knights  of  these  establishments 
were  called  Preceptors,  and  administered  the  iSTairs  of  certain  districts. 

I  The  Knights  Templars  erected  the  remarkable  church  of  Little  Maple, 
stead,  on  the  plan  of  the  Holy  Sepnlchro  at  Jerosalem. 
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Fellow-soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ."    Thejr  were  after- 
wards known  by  the  name  of  ^^  The  Knighthood  c£ 
the  Temple  of  Solomon,"  situate  on  Mount  Moriah. 
Their  rule  of  discipline  was  drawn  up  by  St.  Bernard, 
abbot  of  Glairvaux.      These  rules  enjoined  great  re- 
striction as  to  diet,  they  were  to  talk  sparingly,  to 
eschew  sports,  such  as  nawking  and  shooting ;  laugh- 
ter  was  forbidden,   they  were  not  to  indulge  in 
feminine  kisses,  either  of  widow,  virgin,  mother,  sis- 
ter, aunt,  or  any  other  woman.     The  head  of  the  or- 
der in  this  country  was  called  ^^The  Grand  Prior 
and  Master  of  the  Temple,"  situate  in  London,  and 
his  office  was  to  manage  the  estates  of  the  fraternity. 
Their  valour  in  battle  was  the  admiration  of  the 
world;  they  fought  like  lions,  and  their  deeds  are 
most  heartstirring.     They  wore  white  mantles  over 
their  armour,  and  in  the  second  Crusade,  assumed 
the  blood  red  cross,  the  symbol  of  mart3rrdom,  which 
was  appointed  to  be  worn  on  the  left  side  of  the  breast 
over  the  heart.   They  were  flattered  and  aggrandized 
so  long  as  their  great  military  power  was  of  service 
for  the  retention  .of  the  holy  land,  but  when  the 
power  of  the  Moslem  became  predominant,  they  en- 
countered great  in^titude,  their  possessions  were 
coveted,  they  had  false  charges  brought  against  them, 
and  finally  the  order  was  abolished  by  the  Pope  in 
1312.     Their  suppression  was  effected  generally  with 
less  cruelty  in  this  country  than  in  France,  but  the 
last  master  of  the  order,  WUliam  de  la  More,  died  in 
the  Tower,  a  victim  to  privation  and  suffering,  but 
whose  firmness  was  proof  against  all  threats,  and  who 
protested  lus  innocence  to  the  last.     Edward  II.  at 
first  made  donations  of  a  portion  of  their  property  to 
his  favourites  and  friends,  and  the  heirs  of  the  donors 
recovered  some  of  their  gifts,  but  the  menaces  of  the 
Pope  prevailing,  they  had  to  give  way,  and  in  the  17th 
~^ear  of  his  reign  the  King  and  Parliament  ordained 
^t  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  should 
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have  all  the  lands  of  the  late  Templars,  to  hold  them 
as  the  Templars  had  held  them.  The  Knights  of  St. 
John,  or  Hospitallers  of  St.  John,  afterwards  called 
Knights  of  Rhodes,  and  finally  Knights  of  Malta  were 
like  the  Templars,  an  order  of  Military  religious, 
established  at  the  commencement  of  the  Crusades. 
They  were  at  first  merely  a  charitable  society,  and 
took  their  name  from  an  HospiHum  or  inn,  built  at 
Jerusalem  for  the  use  of  Pilgrims  resorting  to  the 
holy  land,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
The  chief  of  this  order  was  called,  "  grand  master  of 
the  holy  hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  guar- 
dian of  the  army  of  Jesus  Christ."  They  were  much 
favored  by  Godfrey  de  Bouillon,  King  of  Jerusalem. 
They  wore  an  upper  black  mantle,  upon  the  forepart 
of  which  was  a  white  cross,  a  distinction  conferred 
upon  them  by  Pope  Honorius  III.  They  were  divid- 
ed into  three  classes,  the  Nobles,  the  Ecclesiastics, 
and  the  Lay  Brothers,  and  were  separated  into  seven 
l&nguages,  according  to  the  different  nations  and 
countries  to  which  they  belonged.  These  divisions  were 
called  tongues.  Their  superior  in  England  was  the  first 
I^  baron,  and  had  a  seat  among  the  lords  in  Parliament. 
Tneir  first  house  in  England  was  built  in  1100,  but 
their  principal  seat  was  at  St.  John's  Hospital  in 
Clerkenwell,  London.  When  the  monasteries  were 
seized  in  1 639,  by  Henry  VIII,  this  order  lost  their 
possessions,  which  became  vested  in  the  Crown. 
Their  property  at  the  suppression  was  valued  at 
£5394  6s.  5|d  per  annum. 

In  1541,  Henry  VIII  granted  the  manor  of  Sutton 
Temple,  &c.,  to  George  Harper  and  his  heirs.  He, 
by  license,  dated  the  24th  of  June,  1543,  sold  it, 
with  appurtenances  in  Sutton  Temple,  and  Fulness 
Island,  to  Sir  Richard  Riche,  in  whose  &mily,  Earls 
of  Warwick,  it  continued  till  the  failure  of  issue 
male ;  and  when  the  estate  was  divided  amongst  the 
co-heirs,  this  came  to  the  share  of  Henry  St.  John, 
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Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  right  of  his  mother,  Mary  Rich. 
He  sold  it  in  1714  or  1715  to  Sir  Richard  Child,  of 
Wanstead,  Bart.^  afterwards  Viscount  Castlemain, 
and  Earl  Tilney;  after  his  death  it  came  to  his  son 
John^  Earl  Tilney,  who  died  November,  1784,  un- 
married, and  who  bequeathed  the  estate  to  his  nephew, 
Sir  James  Tylney  Long,  Bart.,  of  Draycot  House, 
Wiltshire,  only  surviving  son  of  Lady  Emma  Lon^, 
deceased  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Long.  Sir  James  died 
Nov.  28th,  1794,  leaving  issue  by  Catherine*  his 
wife.  Sir  James  Tylney  Long,  Bart.,  who  died  under 
21,  and  unmarried  in  Sept.,  1805,  Catherine  Tylney 
Long,  Dorothy  Tylney  Long,  and  Emma  Tylney 
Long,  Catherine^  who  succeeded  to  the  estate,  attain- 
ed 21,  Oct.  2nd,  1810,  and  married  William  Wellesley 
Pde^  at  St.  James',  Westminster,  on  14th  March, 
1812.  He,  by  royal  license,  assumed  the  additional 
names  of  Tylney  Long  on  his  marriage,  ani  was 
called  "  The  Hon.  William  Pole  Tylney  Long  Welles- 
ley,"  imtil  he  became  Earl  of  Moniington  in  1845. 
The  marriage  was  a  most  unhappy  one,  owing  to  the 
reckless  and  dissipated  character  of  the  husband,  who 
spent  the  estates,  pulled  down  Wansted  Housef  &c. 
She  died  12th  September,  1825,  and  found  a  resting 
place  at  Draycot,  Co.  Wilts.  He  died  1st  July,  1857, 
and  was  buried  at  Kensal  Green.  Their  issue  was 
William  Richard  Arthur  Pole  Tylney  Long  Wellesley^ 
bom  7th  October,  1813,  James  Fitzroy  Henry  William 
Pole  Tylney  Long  Wellesley,  bom  11th  August,  1815, 
who  died  a  bachelor  at  Geneva,  30th  October,  1851, 
and  was  buried  there,  and  Lady  Victoria  Catherine 
Mary  Pole  Tylney  Long  Wellesley,  bom  29th  May, 
1818.  Wmiam^  the  eldest  son,  who  succeeded  to  the 
wreck  of  the  property,  by  will  dated  June  27th,  1863, 
left  the  estates  to  H.  R.  C.  Wellesley,  Earl  Cowley 

*  She  died  Janaajry  5iih,  1828,  and  was  buried  at  Drajoot. 
t  For  fortiher  particulars  see  Boohford. 
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for  life,  and  then  to  his  son  W.  H.  Viscount  Dangan. 
These  sold  this*  in  1867  for  £18,000  to  James  Tabor, 
of  Earls  Hall,  Prittlewell,  the  present  owner.     He 
first  became  connected  with  this  hundred  in  1828, 
having  succeeded  the  late  Golden  Nehemiah  Prentice 
in  the  tenancy  of  Earls  Hall.     By  dint  of  exclusive 
business  habits,  assisted  by  a  handsome  fortune  be- 
queathed by  his  father,  he  has  realized  a  large  estate 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  has  become  the  owner  of 
some  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  hundred.     His 
&mily  claim  descent  from  a  Tabor  who  flourished  at 
Fanfield  Priory  near  Braintree  circa  1490.    According 
to  their  genealogical  tree  the  descent  is  as  follows, 
Robert  bom  1530;  Robert,  his  son,  1576;  Robert,  his 
son,  married  to  Sarah  Ram  in  1627,  whose  issue  was 
John  bom  in  1630,  married  to  Rebecca  Root  of  Saling- 
hall  in  1665,  whose  son  John  married  Elizabeth  Hanse 
of  Eelvedon  in  1681,  one  of  whose  sons,  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Livermore,  whose  son,  John,  bom  in 
1728,  married  Mary  English.    They  had  two  daughters 
and  a  sqn.     Mary  married  to  Samuel  Bright,  Anna 
married  G.  N.  Prentice,  of  Earls  Hall,  Prittlewell,  and 
John  English  of  Fennes,  Bocking,  whose  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Clement,  he  married  in  1793.     By  her  he 
had  eleven  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.  John,  CJlement, 
Elizabeth,  Samuel,  James^  Robert,  Stephen,  Edward, 
Mary,  William,  Susanna,  Charles,  George,  Frederick 
and  Anna.f    James^  the  subject  of  this  notice,  born  in 
1799,  was  the  fourth  son  and  eldest  twin  with  Robert, 
and  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Major  Leach,  J  in  1830. 
Their  issue  is  Mary  Colonsin  Tabor,  married  to  Capt. 
Francis  J.  Green,  58th  Regiment,  in  1868 ;  Lucy  Anna, 
who  died  young ;  Susanna  Hailey  Tabor,  married  to  H. 

*  A  detached  portion  called  "  Fetches,"  adjoining  Eastwood  Bury  land, 
oondBting  of  85  acrefl,  was  sold  to  George  Keyes,  and  two  small  enclosures 
in  Stopers  Lane  were  alienated  at  the  same  time. 

t  Killed  by  a  fall  from  her  horse. 

\  Hajor  Leach's  widow,  Mary,  became  tho  third  wife  of  O.  N.  Prentice,  of 
Bayloigh,  formerly  of  Earls  Hall,  Priitlcwcll. 

B    5 
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D.  Wardropp  in  1856 ;  Emma  Victoria  Tabor,  married 
to  her  cousin,  S.  G.  Savill,  in  1862 ;  and  James  Albert 
Clement,  married  to  his  cousin,  C.  A.  Savill,  in  1865. 
He  has  been  called  to  the  bar,  is  a  magistrate  for  this 
County,  and  resides  at  Baddow  Lodge.  He  has  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  This  family  has  always  en- 
tertained nonconformist  principles,  and  opposed  Charles 
the  First's  proclamation  for  using  lawftil  relaxation 
on  the  Sabbath  (that  presumptuous  folly  of  Archbishop 
Laud) ;  raised  objections  to  the  book  of  sports,  or  the 
liberty  for  the  Sabbath ;  and  have  ever  been  zealous 
supporters  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

The  manor  of  "  Milton  Hall "  is  in  the  southern  part 
of  this  parish.  The  house  stands  about  half-armile 
south  from  the  church  on  the  road  between  Leigh  and 
Southchurch.  In  records  it  is  written  Middletun,  and 
Mildentum,  contracted  since  into  Milton.  This  hamlet 
is  said  to  have  been  anciently  a  distinct  parish,  and  had 
a  church  or  chapel  of  ease,  of  which  the  remains  were 
visible  a  century  ago  at  low  water  mark.  On  this 
shore  and  on  that  belonging  to  the  Priory  manor  is  a 
good  nursery  for  sea  oysters,  but  this  property  is  liable 
to  great  loss  in  frosty  weather  during  the  absence  of 
the  tide. 

The  Prior  and  Monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at 
Canterbury,  before  the  Conquest,  had  this  lordship, 
which  was  granted  or  confirmed  to  them  by  King 
Edward  the  Confessor,  and  in  the  Charter  are  these 
words,  "  If  any  one  shall  hereafter  presume  to  deprive 
them  of  this  their  lawful  right  or  shall  consent  to  the 
same,  let  him  be  for  ever  anathematised  and  damned 
with  the  traitor  Judas."  This  estate  continued  in  the 
monastery  till  the  20th  of  March,  1639,  when  the 
Priory  of  Christ-church  was  dissolved,  and  all  its 
revenues  came  to  the  crown.  In  May,  1542,  Henry 
VIII.  in  the  room  of  the  Prior  and  Monks  having 
placed  a  Dean  and  twelve  Canons  here,  he  endowed 
them   with  the  manors  of  Middleton   alias  Milton, 
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Soothchurch,  Lawling,  Borleigh,  Stysted  and  Bockyng 
in  Mersy,  with  appurtenances.  Shortly  afterwards,  in 
1545,  that  King  made  an  exchange  with  them,  where- 
in it  is  to  be  supposed  he  would  not  be  refused  ;  and 
of  them  he  had  the  manors  of  Stysted,  Lawling, 
Midleton,  valued  at  £27,  and  Southchurch,  Borley,  the 
College  of  Canterbury,  and  the  almery-house  in 
Canterbury ;  in  consideration  of  which  the  King  dis- 
charged them  from  the  yearly  sum  of  £200  paid  by 
them  for  finding  of  scholars  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
and  gave  them  the  manor  and  parsonage  of  Godmersham 
in  Kent,  valued  at  £80  lis.  ob.  A  few  weeks  after, 
in  January  following,  he  granted  the  manors  of 
Middleton  alias  Milton,  Southchurch,  Lawling,  and 
Stisted,  with  appurtenances  to  Sir  Richard  Rich,  Lord 
Rich,  and  his  heirs.  From  the  heu's  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  it  came  by  purchase  to  Mr.  Scratton,  who 
left  it,  with  Prior's  manor,  &c.  to  his  nephew,  Daniel 
Scratton  of  Broomfield,  gent.  At  the  recent  sale  of 
the  estates,  the  residence  known  as  Milton  Hall,  with 
9  acres  3  roods  12  poles  of  land,  was  sold  to  the  Rev. 
J.  Wonnacott,  who  used  it  for  scholastic  purposes,  but 
has  since  resold  it,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a  Convent  of 
the  Sisters  of  Nazareth,  and  a  home  for  the  aged  in- 
firm, and  destitute  children.  The  mill,  with  about 
1^  acres  of  land,  was  sold  to  Thomas  Arnold.  The 
London,  Tilbury  and  Southend  Railway,  which  was 
opened  in  1856,  has  its  terminus  on  this  estate.  The 
shareholders  leased  it  to  Peto,  Brassey  &  Co.  for  21 
years,  at  6  per  cent,  on  the  outlay.  The  new  town  is 
likewise  situated  thereon.  It  was  built  by  Sir  Morton 
Peto,  Brassey,  Lucas  &  Co.  The  ground  rent  thereon 
of  £600  per  annum  payable  to  D.  R.  Scratton,  was 
bought  by  the  Lessees  at  the  recent  sale  in  1871  for 
£16,600,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  sold  to 
Thomas  Dowsett  and  J.  G.  Baxter,  who  continue  re- 
selling for  building  purposes.  The  cricket  ground, 
consisting  of  eight  acres  and  upwards,  was  acquired  by 
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the  same  parties.  Upon  the  outskirts  of  this  ground, 
about  12  rods  from  Milton  Hall  gate,  a  celt  or  axe  head 
was  found  in  1870,  embedded  in  gravel,  two  feet  six 
inches  deep.  It  had  no  ornament  or  handle,  and  was 
of  stone  pebble,  pointed  at  one  end.  It  fell  into  the 
hands  of  one  Campkin,  a  collector  of  curiosities,  who 
sold  it  to  the  Librarian  of  King's  College,  Cambridge. 

Years  ago  profitable  employment  was  afforded  to 
many  in  probing  the  sands  at  low  water,  in  search  of 
stones,  called  Septaria^  which  were  converted  into 
a  valuable  article  called  Roman  cement.  The  supply 
is  now  exhausted,  but  some  of  them  may  be  seen  occa- 
sionally at  the  present  time  in  the  surrounding  cliffs. 
The  practice  caused  considerable  litigation,  and  was 
finally  put  a  stop  to,  by  the  owners  of  the  different 
manors,  as  it  was  an  encroachment  on  their  rights 
territorial,  and  the  removal  was  considered  injurious  to 
the  beach  and  cliffs.  The  quality  of  this  cement,  owing 
to  its  property  of  drying  so  quickly  after  being  wetted, 
was  very  valuable  for  use  in  works  carried  on  under 
high  water  mark. 

It  was  on  Milton  ^hore,  in  hope  of  escaping  to  the 
Continent,  that  John  Frith  (formerly  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest)  the  friend  of  William  Tyndale,  the  translator  of 
the  New  Testament,  was  apprehended.  He  had  a 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  had  publicly 
given  his  assent  to  the  doctrines  of  Luther.  He  was 
a  young  man  but  26  years  of  age,  of  great  learning,  of 
an  excellent  and  godly  wit,  gravity  and  constancy. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  student  at  Cambridge,  and  after- 
wards one  of  those  whom  Cardinal  Wolsey  gathered 
together  to  furnish  his  new  College,  at  first  called 
Cardinal's  college,  then  King's  college  and  at  last  Christ- 
church.  John  Higden,  its  first  Dean,  was  a  great  per- 
secutor of  Protestants,  and  imprisoned  Frith  and  others 
who  had  shown  contumacy  to  Romish  doctrines,  in  a 
deep  cave  under  ground,  where  the  salt  fish  of  the 
college  was  kept.     Some  of  his  companions  died  from 
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ihe  stench  thereof,  and  others  escaped  with  difficulty. 
His  history  will  ever  be  remembered  because  of  the 
part  which  Cranmer*  took  in  procuring  his  condemna- 
tion and  execution.     He  had  long  been  in  trouble  for 
writing  a  book  against  purgatory,  and  for  expressing 
certain  opinions  about  transubstantiation  and  consub- 
Btantiation.     He  had  likewise  courted  notoriety  res- 
pecting a  book  called  the  "  Supplication  of  Beggars,'' 
by  Simon  Fish,  which  had  been  presented  by  Anna 
Boleyn  to  Henry  VIII.     Sir  Thomas  More  wrote  an 
answer  to  it  under  the  title  of  "  Poor  silly  Souls  pewling 
out  of  Purgatory,"  to  which  John  Frith  made  a  pithy 
and  effectual  reply,  and  was  condemned  by  More  as 
an  obstinate  heretic.     Being  accused  of  heresy  before 
CromweD,  he  was  examined  by  Cranmer,  then  arch- 
bishop, at  his  palace  of  Croydon  for  maintaining  certain 
doctrines  which  the  archbishop  himself  secretly  and 
afterwards  openly  professed.     He  was    condemned, 
together  with  one  Andrew  Hewit — a  very  simple  and 
utterly  unlearned  young  man,  by  trade  a  tailor,  who 
told  the  Bishops  ''  that  he  believed  as  his  friend  John 
Frith  believed  " — to  be  burned  id  a  slow  fire,  at  one  stake 
in  Smithfield,  as  accursed  heretics.     The  execution 
took  place  22nd  July,  1534,  during  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament,     Frith  embraced  the  faggots,  and  ex- 
horted his  fellow-sufferer  to  trust  his  soul  to  that  God 
who  had  redeemed  him.    They  suffered  much  torment, 
being  two  hours  in  agony,  the  wind  blowing  the  flames 
away  from  them. 

It  was  from  this  shore  that  Dr.  Edwin  Sands  or 
Sandys,  Master  of  Catherine  Hall  in  Cambridge,  Vice 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  escaped 
from  his  enemies  into  Flanders,  and  seated  himself  at 
Strasburg.  He  had  impugned  Queen  Mary's  rights 
from  the  pulpit  and  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
from  thence  to  the  Marshalsea,  for  participation  in  Lady 
Jane  Gray's  elevation,  but  by  the  interest  of  a  friend 

*  See  the  Bev.  John  Haiit's  «Beligious  Thought  in  England." 
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at  Court,  was  set  at  liberty.  He  was  concealed  at  the 
house  of  James  Mower,*  a  shipmaster,  who  brought  him 
40  or  50  mariners  to  whom  he  gave  an  exhortation. 
They  were  so  pleased  with  it,  that  they  declared  they 
would  die  for  it,  before  he  should  be  apprehended. 
When  the  wind  served,  he  took  his  leave  of  his  land- 
lord and  landladv,  who  had  been  married  eight  years, 
and  had  no  child,  saying  to  the  woman,  he  thanked 
her  kindly  for  his  entertainment,  and  gave  her  his 
handkerchief  with  an  old  royal  of  gold  in  it,  saying  '*  Be 
of  good  comfort,  ere  one  year  be  past,  God  will  give 
you  a  son,"  and  it  came  to  pass  accordingly,  for 
when  there  lacked  But  one  day  of  a  twelvemonth,  she 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  fair  son.  Upon  Elizabeth's 
accession  he  became  Bishop  of  Worcester,  afterwards 
80th  Bishop  of  London,  and  was  finally  translated  to  the 
Archbishoprick  of  York.  He  died  in  1588,  aged  70, 
and  was  buried  in  the  north  transept  of  Southwell 
Minster,  Nottinghamshire,  where  there  is  a  high  tomb, 
with  an  alabaster  recumbent  effigy,  in  a  cope,  to  his 
memory.  He  owned  an  estate  at  W  oodham  Ferris,  in 
this  county,  where  he  built  a  house  called  from  him, 
Edwin's  Hall.  He  had  several  sons,  two  of  whom 
were  rather  distinguished  as  authors.  His  wife, 
Cecilie  or  Cicely,  survived  till  1610,  and  was  buried 
in  the  chancel  of  Woodham  Ferris  Church,  where 
there  is  a  fine  mural  monumentf  to  her  memory. 

In  the  state  papers  (British  Museum)  Dom  :  Ser  : 
Eliz.  Vol.  98.  No.  20,  is  a  letter  dated  September  9th, 
1574,  signed  by  Edward  Burye  of  "Raighlye"  Park, 
and  addressed  to  Robt.  Ld.  Rich  relating  to  the  ap- 
prehension of  "  Anthony e  Tyrryll^'J  on  "Mylltone 
shoore"  when  he  was  about  to  flee  to  '^Dunkerck  or 

•  Biohard  Tyroll,  Biohard  Collin,  Lawrence  Mower,  Bichard  Powlter,  and 
John  Hall  were  on  the  homage  of  Hilton  Hall  manor  in  84.  Elia. 

f  For  an  aooonnt  of  this  tomb  see  Morant. 

"^  There  was  an  A^nthony  Tyrell,  citizen  of  London,  who  presented  to  the 
■^icarage  of  Shopland  in  1597,  and  a  Tyrell  had  property  in  Frittlewell, 
bjcct  tu  Mylton  Uall  manor  in  1592. 
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Brydgys,"*  whoyras  sent  to  London  a  prisoner  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Fleet  prison.  There  were  23  inclosures  or 
drafts  of  letters  found  upon  him,  directed  to  his  relations 
and  friends,  and  a  copy  of  a  ^^  holy  and  virtuous  sermon 
on  the  miracle  of  the  five  barley  loaves  and  two  small 
fishes."  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  imbued  with 
deep  religious  feelings,  had  written  several  books 
in  &vor  of  Roman  Catholic  tenets  and  made  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  government  of  the  Queen,  and  had 
thought  it  prudent  to  quit  the  realm,  but  from  some 
cause,  probably  from  want  of  means,  as  his  letters  imply, 
bad  delayed  lus  departure.  He  had  been  secreted  at 
**  Grayes  In  "  with  lus  "  coosen  "  Tempestf  and  had  paid 
a  visit  to  his  "coosen  Paschall  att  Baddoe,"  to  both  of 
whom  he  was  under  obligations,  as  his  purse  was  so  low 
and  bare  of  money  and  he  was  "soe  troobled  in  his 

?iyvatt  aflfayers,"  that  he  was  reduced  to  his  last  crown, 
n  his  letter  to  Paschall  of  Muche  Baddow,  he  sub- 
scribes himself  "your  poor  Cosen  and  faithful  Beadman," 
and  to  Robert  Tempest,  "yo"  as  you  know,  Anthonye 
Tyr.**  His  letters,  some  of  which  are  in  Latin,  Jare  all 
written  in  a  quaint  and  eccentric  style,  and  several 
papers  show  that  he  attempted  poetry^  T^as  no  stranger 
to  music,  and  acquainted  with  Classic  lore. 

The  10th  inclosure  are  verses  apparently  composed 
whilst  wandering  on  Milton  shore,  and  addressed  to  his 
cousin  Robert  Tempest. 

Jjjke  as  fhe  marohawnt,  ir^  on  Borginge  eeas 
in  beaten  baroke  hatiie  ieUt  the  grevonB  rage 
of  Aolns  blaats,  tjll  neptnne  for  hys  oas 
bye  prinoelje  power  tbear  oholara  did  asswage 

Bven  soe  mj  muse, 
Doihe  seeme  bye  forfciinea  omell  spyte  • 

to  feel  her  enpp  soe  myxt  wtb  bytter  galle 

•  Brages. 

t  There  was  a  family  named  Tempest  in  oommnnioation  with  Mary,  Queen 
of  Soots. 

{  Bnry  in  his  letter  says  he  does  not  nnderstand  Latin,  and  that  being 
lame  in  his  right  hand  he  had  got  some  one  to  write  for  him. 
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B8  noo  oonoeapt  oonlld  make  her  to  deljght 
Uutyll  she  chawnst  in  BooloBhypp  to  falle 

w^  joii  my  ffrend 
Whom  myghtje  Jove  hathe  sent  me  for  relefe 
when  heayye  cares,  wooUd  seek  for  to  opprei 
My  pensyff  mynd  &  elyl je  as  a  Theffe 
hoUd  me  Gaptyae  styll  in  sore  dyBtres." 

The  16th  inclosure  has  these  lines,  apparently  com- 
posed for  a  preface, 

'*Take  woll  in  woorthe  thys  praent  booke, 
Allthongho  the  owtward  ehowe  be  base 

Noe  man  maye  judge  bye  owtward  looke 
The  synfnll  man  hathe  owtward  graoe 

But  yf  hys  frates  wtfain  appeer 

Account  yt  wyght  &  holld  hym  deer." 

The  government  had  previously  been  in  possession 
of  extracts  from  his  papers  and  books,  and  in  Vol.  199, 
No.  41.  State  papers  D.  S.  Eliz.  is  a  document  under- 
written with  other  priests,  Jesuits,  &c.,  "  This  booke 
was  perused  and  allowed  by  Crawly  his  kinsman  in 
the  Fleete."  The  book  here  alluded  to  mentions  that 
Tyrell  had  written  16  sheets  of  paper,  and  it  appears 
was  considered  a  prisoner  of  so  much  importance  that 
he  had  a  private  interview  with  the  Lord  Treasurer 
and  had  made  certain  discoveries  and  a  recantation 
with  a  view  of  saving  his  life,  and  showing  that  he  was 
privy  to  disclosures  made  by  Mr.  Yonge,  at  large.  He 
had  written  an  epistle  to  the  Queen  showing  what  ser- 
vice he  did  or  promised,  and  by  whom  it  was  required  ; 
his  obj  ect  being  to  get  out  of  prison  .*  He  was  released 
at  length  and  received  6"-  in  moneyf  and  warrant  from 
Mr.  Yonge  whom  he  persuaded  he  would  travel  into 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk  about  a  discovery,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  passport  from  the  Earl  of  Huntington  to  go 
into  Scotland  with  some  packets  and  to  be  otherwise 
employed  there,  and  he  had  an  intent  from  thence  to 

*  In  Elizabeth's  reign,  a  Richard  Tyrrell  was  warden  of  the  Fleet,  and  a 
Sir  John  Terrell,  knight,  sold  his  patent. 

f  Li,  an  abbreviation  for  Libra,  a  pound. 
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pass  into  France  and  publish  his  recantation  in  print. 
Spies  were  probably  employed  to  watch  his  proceedings, 
and  that  he  left  the  kingdom  eventually  is  recorded  in 
Vol.  201,  No.  40,  of  the  same  papers  where  there  is  a 
letter  of  Lord  Burghley  to  Secretary  Walsingham, 
dated  1587  which  mentions,  "  Tirrells  departure  to- 
wards Amsterdam."* 

We  have  already  alluded,  under  Leigh,  to  the  appre- 
hension of  John  de  Holland,  Duke  of  Exeter,  in  1400, 
which  event  took  place  in  this  parish.  Leland  says, 
"Syr  John  Holland  duke  of  Excestre,  was  taken  in  East- 
Sax  at  a  mylle  by  Pritelwell,  by  communes  of  the 
country,  and  then  led  to  Plaishey  and  there,  in  vengeance 
for  arresting  the  good  duke  of  Gloucester,  by  King 
Kichard,  was  byhedid."  He  was  a  man  of  violent 
character,  who  richly  deserved  his  fate  for  various 
•  crimes  of  the  blackest  dye.  He  was  uterine  brother 
of  Richard  II.,  and  his  fast  Mend,  and  upon  the  ac- 
cession of  Henry  IV.,  being  degraded  a  step  in  the 
peerage,  he  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against  the  life  of 
that  monarch,  and  upon  its  detection,  escaped  from 
Oxford.  He  rode  for  Essex  and  the  fens,  and  was 
concealed,  according  to  some,  at  Prittlewell,  by  John 
Prittlewell  (or  Barrow  of  Prittlewell  in  Essex)  at  whose 
house  he  was  seized,  whilst  sitting  at  supper.  The 
family  of  Prittlewell  had  theii*  surname  from  this  place, 
"De  Pritewell."  In  1388  John  Pritewell  granted  to 
Robert  Asseh,  Vicar  of  Pritelwelle,  and  his  heirs,  one 
cottage,  with  a  moiety  of  a  grange,  and  2  acres  of 
Maydestone's-croft,  near  Tipislane,  and  2  acres  called 
Gartereslond  and  a  toft  and  7  acres,  and  half  a  croft, 
called  Palmereslond,  all  in  this  parish. 

"  Chalkwell  Hall."  Morant  was  clearly  in  error  in 
deriving  this  name  from  any  well  belonging  to  it  or 
near,  in  any  way  connected  with  chalk,  as  a  natural  in- 

*  The  foregoing  aooonnt  of  Tyrell  is  dae  to  the  researches  made  in  the 
British  Hnsoam,  and  oommnnioated  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Noble,  to  whom  the  author 
hM  apon  yarions  ocoasions  been  greatly  indebted. 
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gredient  in  the  soil.  There  is  a  perennial  spring  upon 
the  estate,  issuing  from  a  well  about  six  feet  deep,  but 
now  almost  choked,  and  it  is  probable  the  sides  may 
have  been  anciently  lined  with  squared  chalk,  but  there 
are  no  vestiges  of  such  remains  at  the  present  day. 
This  spring  is  situate  to  the  west  of  the  present  mansion, 
and  about  half  way  between  it  and  the  site  of  the  old 
hall  now  demolished.  There  is  no  chalk  in  the  vicinity, 
either  on  the  surface  or  the  substratum,  which  was 
proved  upon  the  digging  a  well  a  few  rods  from  this 
spring  and  placing  thereon  a  pump,  by  Solomon  Monk 
who  held  the  farm  from  1782  to  1826.  The  name  of 
Chalkwell  is  applied  to  this  hall  in  the  will  of  Robert 
Swete  the  tenant  in  1493,  and  probably  owes  its  origin 
from  the  fact  of  chalk  being  a  great  corrective  of  the 
qualities  of  this  soil  and  has  been  freely  applied  within 
these  few  years.  It  is  supposed  that  the  ormnal 
mansion  or  fortified  house  stood  in  a  field  called  Moat 
field,  near  the  railway  where  are  traces  of  an  old  moat* 
of  great  depth  and  width,  which  can  be  clearly  defined, 
enclosing  more  than  an  acre.  Many  tiles  and  debris 
lie  scattered  about,  within  this  enclosure,  and  old  foun- 
dations have  been  discovered  in  draining.  The  present 
proprietor  remembers  water  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
old  fosse,  and  it  has  only  been  levelled  and  converted 
into  tillage  of  late  years.  More  than  one  himdred 
trees  surrounded  it,  consisting  of  oak,  elm  and  plum, 
which  were  cut  down  at  the  same  time.  Nearly  on  a 
line  to  the  north  of  this,  stood  the  mansion  on  the  road 
to  Leigh,  mentioned  by  Morant.  Its  site  and  various  ' 
enclosures  are  still  visible.  It  was  built  drca  temp. 
Henry  YIII.,  and  was  of  lath  and  plaster,  with  front- 
age next  the  river.  There  was  a  porch  next  the  high- 
way, in  front  of  which  stood  two  great  elms.     Upon 

*  About  fortj  yean  ago  an  old  gold  ooin,  called  an  Angel,  was  foond  near 
Hoat  field.  On  the  obvene  side  waa  St  Michael,  the  archangel  spearing  a 
dragon,  with  a  Latin  inaoription  rendered  in  English  '*  We  are  saved  by  the 
Gross  of  Ohrist/'  and  on  the  reverse,  a  ship,  on  the  deck  of  which  was  a  shield 
-vith  the  arms  of  England,  Ireland  and  France. 
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its  demolition  in  1832,  the  materials  were  sold  to 
the  late  Stephen  Allen,  when  a  quantity  of  old  gold 
coins  representing  a  considerable  amount  were  reported 
to  have  been  found  under  the  staircase.  The  present 
mansion  house  was  erected  by  Mr.  Mason  in  1830.  It 
stands  at  the  extremity  of  a  meadow,^  about  a  furlong 
from  the  highway,  and  1 00  feet  above  high  water  mark, 
commanding  extensive  views,  and  is  about  half-armile 
from  the  railway,  which  traverses  the  property.  For  the 
use  of  the  farm  there  are  two  level  crossings  and  a  siding, 
which  by  clauses  in  the  Railway  Act  are  to  be  main- 
tained in  repair  by  the  Company.  To  the  east  of  the 
present  mansion,  at  the  north-west  comer  of  a  field 
cHled  Fishponds,  is  a  tumulus  or  mound,  probably 
Celtic.  This  was  first  opened  about  thirty  years  ago, 
when  bones,  a  few  coins,  and  a  piece  of  chain  were 
discovered.  Since  which  period  about  eight  feet  of 
earth  has  been  removed  from  the  sununit,  when  more 
bones  were  found,  but  as  they  were  not  inspected  by 
any  one  competent  to  give  an  opinion,  it  is  impossible 
to  say  whether  they  were  those  of  man  or  beast.  The 
moundf  is  still  about  four  feet  above  the  surrounding 
soil,  and  would  probably  repay  further  search. 

This  manor  or  a  portion  of  it  called  Great  Chalkwell 
manor  was  holden  of  Milton  Hall,  by  knight's  service 
and  the  annual  rent  of  23s.  3d.  for  all  services  and 
thfee  of  the  best  living  creatures  for  heriots.  In  1488, 
—  Cobham,  of  Berneston,  Esq.,  was  lord  of  this  manor, 
for  Henry  Maldon,  who  died  the  9th  of  January  that 
year,  held  a  parcel  of  marsh  in  Lalling,  of  —  Cobham 
de  Bemeston,  Esq.,  of  his  manor  of  Chalkwell  Hall. 
Henry  Aleyn,  Esq.,  son  of  his  sister  Agnes,  then  aged 
eleven  years,  was  his  cousin  and  next  heir.  In  1498 
Sir  Thomas  Boteler  passed  by  fine  to  Reginald  Pegge 

*  New  this  meadow  is  a  lane  leading  to  Briok  House,  oalled  Baniet's 
lane,  where  there  was  formerly  a  peet  house,  and  another  existed  on  the 
road  leading  from  Pritilewell  to  the  Hamlet. 

f  For  an  aoooont  of  mounds  and  modes  of  interment,  see  an  article  hj 
UewvUynn  Jewitt,  VSJl.,  in  «  Long  Ago,"  No.  17.  Vol.  21,  for  May,  1874. 
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and  Richard  Wyott,  a  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Chalk- 
well,  and  ten  years  after,  Mary,  wife  of  the  said  Sir 
Thomas  joined  in  another  fine,  for  a  moiety  of  the 
same.  The  estate  was  since  in  — Malby  and  afterwards 
in  Lambert  Pitchers,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Jonas  Lamb 
of  Leigh,  whose  daughter  Martha  by  marriage  con- 
veyed it  to  Charles  Tyrell  of  Rochford.  He  was  of 
the  family  of  Tyrell  of  Gipping  in  Suflfolk,  cadets  of 
the  Tyrells  of  Heron,  in  East  Horndon.  He  was  son 
of  the  Rev.  Charles  Tyrell,*  Rector  of  Sutton  and 
Canewdon,  who  died  in  1695.  He  was  probably  a 
barrister,  as  he  is  described  in  old  writings  as  being  of 
Graves  Inn,  and  resided  with  his  wife  at  Chalkwell 
Hall.  In  the  Leigh  registers  we  have  the  baptism  of 
two  of  their  sons  Charles  and  Jonas,  but  of  Edmund 
we  have  no  record  until  we  find  him  signing  the 
Prittlewell  minute  book  as  a  parishioner  in  1735. 
Charles  probably  died  young ;  Jonas  was  a  Doctor  in 
Physic,  residing  in  Prittlewell  parish,  who  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Ayliflfe  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  who  were  substantial  inhabitants  in  the  place, 
and  owned  considerable  property.  This  Jonas  Tyrell 
subscribes  the  Overseers  book  in  Prittlewell  in  1722 
and  again  in  1728.  He  died  in  1731,  and  we  may  judge 
he  was  much  respected,  as  upon  the  12th  of  May  it 
is  recorded  in  the  register  book  that  the  "  worthy  Dr. 
Tyrrell  was  buried."  His  widow-  afterwards  married 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Case,  Rector  of  Wickford  and  Vicar 
of  Great  Wakering.  Charles  Tyrell,  above  named,  by 
will  made  the  28th  of  August,  1733,  orders  his  body  to 
be  decently  buried  in  Shopland  chancel  by  the  side  of 
his  dear  wife,  next  the  wall  under  the  marble  there, 
leaves  his  son  Edmund  Tyrell,  all  his  farms,  lands, 
tenements,  advowsons,  impropriations,  tithes  and  here- 
ditaments both  freehold  and  copyhold  in  Shopland, 
Little  Wakering,    Barling,    South  Shoebury,  North 

*  See  Shopland.    He  is  described  on  his  monument  as  being  of  Bury 
St.  Edmunds. 
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Shoebury,  Prittlewell  or  MUton  Hamlet,  ilochford, 
Hackwell,  and  the  island  of  Fowlness,  or  elsewhere  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  and  all  his  other  goods,  except 
what  he  had  bought  and  delivered  to  his  daughter-in- 
law  Mrs.  Mary  Case.  This  will  was  proved  26th  day 
of  November,  1733,  by  his  son  Edmund.  The  witnesses 
were  Henry  Lewis,  Henry  Earre*  and  Thomas  Shipman. 
This  Edmund  Tyrell  of  Stowmarket  or  Westonmarket 
in  Suffolk,  married  his  relative  Jenny  Tyrell,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Tyrell  of  Gipping.  The  TyreUs  of  Gipping 
are  descended  from  those  of  Heron,  in  Essex,  in  this 
wise.  Sir  John  Tyrell  of  Heron,  treasurer  of  the 
household  to  King  Henry  VI.  married  Eleanor  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  William  de  Coggeshall,  Essex.  Their 
third  son  William  Tyrell,  sen.,  of  Gipping,  in  Suffolk^ 
was  sheriff  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  24th  Henry  VL,  who 
married  Margaret  daughter  of  Robert  Darcy  of  Maldon. 
In  Melford  church  there  are  portraits  in  glass  of  this 
Margaret  Darcy,  wife  of  William  Tyrell  of  Gipping, 
and  also  of  Eleanor  (a  Darcy)  wife  of  his  nephew  Sir 
William  Tyrell,  Knight,  of  Heron.  This  family  were 
adherents  of  the  red  rose,  and  suffered  greatly  in  the 
civil  war.  In  Stowe's  annals  we  read  that  "  William 
Tirrell,  esq.,  from  his  having  been  found  in  1462  on 
the  losing  side,  and  attached  to  the  house  of  Lancaster 
was  beheaded  on  Tower  hill  by  Edward  IV.,"  and  he 
was  probably  the  unfortimate  prisoner  whose  inscription 
was  found  amongst  others  in  a  room  in  Beauchamp's 
tower  in  London,  in  1796,  with  some  lines  in  Italian. 
Stowe  further  records  that  Sir  William  Tyrell,  kn*-  was 
killed  fighting  against  Edward  IV.  at  Barnet,  in  1471. 
The  fanuly  had  thus  suffered  fearfully  in  this  unhappy 
struggle,  although  little  palliation  can  be  offered  for 
the  tragedy  that  followed.  The  younger  son  of 
William*  Tyrell  and  Margaret  Darcy  was  Sir  James 
Tyrell,  knight,  who  succeeded  his  brother  Sir  Thomas 

*  Henry  Earre  occupied  the  farm  on  the  road  to  Boohford,  now  incor- 
porated with  Saris  Hall. 
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as  maste]>of  the  horse  to  Richard  III.  after  his  first 
coronation,  superintended  the  murder*  of  the  two 
Princes  in  the  tower,  and  was  rewarded  by  Richard  by 
various  offices  of  dignity  and  importance ;  he  was  made 
guardian  of  minors  and  their  lands,  received  from  the 
King  at  one  time  £3000,  was  made  Captain  of  Guisnes 
Castle,  &c.,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  persons  about 
the  camp,  and  in  the  government  of  the  Usurper.  He 
accompanied  him  to  Bosworth,  and  was  attainted  after 
that  event.  The  handsome  chapelf  at  Gipping  was 
rebuilt  by  him,  and  possesses  many  curious  monograms, 
rebuses,  and  mottoes  with  the  arms  of  the  family  carved 
in  stone  around  the  walls.  (See  the  Rev.  A.  G.  H. 
Hollingsworth's  History  of  Stowmarket  1844.)  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Arimdell,  of 
Lankerne,  in  Cornwall,  was  beheaded  17th  Henry 
VII.  and  was  buried  in  the  Church  of  Austin  Friars, 
London,  now  demolished,  which  had  been  the  place 
of  sepulture  for  several  of  this  family.  Their  son  Sir 
Thomas  Tyrell  of  Gipping,  knight,  had  a  special  pardon 
from  Henry,  April  13th  in  the  19th,  and  on  the  12th 
of  April  in  the  22nd  year  of  his  reign,  a  restitution  in 
blood,  and  to  all  his  estates.  He  married  Margaret 
daughter  to  Christopher,  Lord  Willoughby  of  Eresby. 
Their  only  son  and  heir  was  Sir  John  Tyrell,  knight, 
who  married  in  1529  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Mundy,  knight,  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  He  was 
kmghted  by  Queen  Mary  for  his  services  to  her  Majesty, 
during  Lady  Jane  Grey's  usurpation.  He  died  in  1 5  7  3 
and  was  buried  at  Stowmarket.  His  second^  son  Thomas 

•  It  is  but  fair  to  state,  that  of  late  years,  leme  have  entertained  a  donbt 
aa  to  Sir  Jamee  TyreU's  guilt  in  this  matter. 

t  There  is  an  insoription  in  carred  stone  oyer  a  door  of  this  chapel, 
«  Pray  for  Sir  James  Tirell  and  Dame  Anne  his  wife." 

X  His  eldest  son  John  married  in  1556  Anne  daughter  of  Sir  John  Sulyarde 
of  Wetherden,  in  Suffolk ;  his  III  son  was  Edmund,  lY  Charles  and  Y  George. 
There  is  a  memorial  monument  in  Stowmarket  Church  to  Margaret  English, 
one  of  Sir  John  "  Tirrells "  daughters  and  her  brother  Thomas  and  Mary 
<*  Tirell*'  which  Margaret  left  a  yearly  annuity  of  twenty  nobles  to  the  poor 
of  Stowmarket.    On  this  monument  erected  in  1604^  Thomas  Tyrell,  hts  wile. 
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Tyrell  of  Gipping,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Gray  <£  Gosfield,  in  Essex.  His  son  and  heir  Thomas* 
married  Anna,  daughter  of  William  Kebell,  of  Stow- 
market,  and  died  in  1637.  His  son  and  heir  Thomas 
IVrell  of  Gipping  hall,  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
William  Gilverton,  knight.  He  died  in  1 678  aged  84. 
His  second  son  Edmund  married  circa  1667,Gracedaugh- 
ter  of —  Wiseman,  of  Bokenham,  whose  eldest  son  and 
heir  Thomas  married  Anne  Duke,  one  of  the  coheiresses 
of  Sir  Edward  Duke  of  Benhall  in  Suffolk.  He  died 
in  1735,  leaving  two  sons  Edmund  and  Thomas 
Bokenham,  and  three  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Grace  and 
Jenny ^  who  died  in  1763.  His  son  Edmund  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bright, 
of  Nether  Hall,  Pakenham,  and  died  in  1749,  and  was 
buried  at  Stowmarket.  By  her  he  had  a  son  Edmund 
who  was  high  sheriff  of  Suffolk  in  1774,  and  died  in  a 
deep  decline  on  the  30th  of  March,  1799,  in  the  54th 
year  of  his  age,  when  his  estates  went  to  the  son  of  his 
aunt  Jermy^  before  named,  married  to  Edmund  Tyrell  of 
Stowmarket,  and  formerly  of  Prittlewell,  who  died  in 
1776.  By  will  dated  in  1773  and  proved  in  1777,  he 
left  his  son  the  Rev.  Charles  Tyrell  all  his  manors,  lands 
and  adyowsons,  inthe  County  of  Essex,  left  his  daughter 
Jenny  Canningf  £60  per  annum  clear  of  all  deduction 

■on%  dMighten  and  aunt  are  repreeented  in  effigy,  toff  ether  with  the  ancient 
badge  or  oognisanoe  of  the  family,  the  interlaced  or  fretted  long  bow,  afler- 
waids  dereloped  into  the  bow  or  knot,  aa  shown  on  the  chapel  at  Gipping. 
The  arms  of  Uiti  family  are  Arg,  two  chevron*  Ghi.  within  a  bordore  engrailed 
Aa.  The  oreet  ia  a  boar*e  head  ereot^  Ax^.  oat  of  hia  month  a  peacock's  tail, 
ppr.    The  motto  is  <<  Tont  poor  le  mienx." 

*  Besides  Thomas^he  had  issne  William,  John,  Frannces,  Edward,  Bobert^ 
Ann,  Hary,  Dorothy  and  Susan.  Ann  died  young  in  1638  and  has  an  effigy 
in  brass  at  Stowmarket.  William  married  Dorotiiy  Perkins  alias  Forth  in 
1627  and  acquired  with  her  the  Abbey  of  Bury  Bt.  Edmunds,  which  he  sold 
in  1664.  She  died  in  1641 ,  in  the  63rd  year  of  her  age,  and  is  buried  together 
with  her  three  children  by  Tyrell  (who  died  young)  at  Stowmarket,  to  whose 
memory  her  hnsband  ereotod  a  sumptuous  monument  with  an  inscription  in 
Latin. 

t  This  Jenny  married  in  1765  the  Bey.  Biohard  Canning,  M.A.  forty 
years  minister  of  St.  Lawrence  Church  in  Ipswich.  He  published  a  second 
edition  of  Kirby's  Suflblk  Trayeller,  and  an  account  of  the  Chartors  and 
chariiiei  of  Ipswich*    He  died  in  1776. 
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out  of  his  estate,  and  to  his  son  he  bequeathed  the 
advowson  and  right  of  presentation  of  the  Rectory  of 
Stoke  Ash  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Tyrell,  Vicar  of  Thurston,  married  Elizabeth  Baker, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Charles  and  Elizabeth. 
He  died  in  1811  leaving  his  estates  to  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
for  life,  remainder  to  his  son  Charles.  His  wife 
Elizabeth  died  19th  of  May,  1832,  aged  78  years. 
They  were  both  interred  at  Thurston,  in  the  tower  of 
which  church  there  is  a  monument  to  their  memory. 
The  daughter  Elizabeth  married  the  Rev.  James  Oakes, 
M.A.,  Rector  of  Tostock  and  Vicar  of  Thurston,  &c., 
son  of  the  great  banker  of  Bury.  Charles  Tyrell  mar- 
ried for  his  first  wife  Elizabeth*  only  child  of 
Richard  Ray,  Esq.,  of  Haughly,  after  whose  death  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Cook,  formerly  Matthews,  widow  of 
T.  W.  Cook,  Esq.,  of  Polstead,  who  still  survives.  He 
was  elected  member  for  Suffolk  in  1830,  and  continued 
to  represent  the  county  until  the  passing  of  the  Reform 
bill,  when  he  was  returned  member  for  West  Suffolk 
at  the  head  of  the  poll,  and  in  several  subsequent 
parliaments  he  continued  as  member  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1835.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  he 
held  a  commission  in  the  West  Suffolk  Militia,  and  was 
Captain  of  the  Stowmarket  Volunteer  Corps.  He  was 
born  in  1776,  was  High  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  in  the  year 
Waterloo  was  fought,  died  in  January,  1872,  aged  95, 
at  his  seat  at  Plashwood,  and  was  buried  at  Haughleyf 
Church.  He  sold  the  manor  of  Chalkwell  Hall  and  the 
estate,  in  1830,  to  George  Pendril  Mason,  the  present 
owner  who  enfranchised  the  manor  of  Great  Chalkwell 
in  1863,  (fine  £340)  which  manor  was  formerly  sub- 
ordinate to  that  of  Milton  Hall.  He  is  possessed  of 
considerable  landed  property  in  the  township  of  Dent, 

*  By  whom  he  had  several  children,  Aone,  Eleanor  Elizabeth,  Charles, 
Walter  Robert,  and  Louisa  Jane,  the  latter  deceased. 

f  Th^  family  had  previoosly  been  generally  bnried  at  Stowmarket  church, 
and  the  ohapel  and  north  aisle  contain  their  remains  for  more  than  400  years. 
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in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  which  he  inherited 
from  his  grandfather,  Thonaas  Mason,  and  his  father, 
the  Rev.  George  Mason,  M.A.,  who  was  born  at 
Gawthrop,  in  that  township,  and  was  many  years 
Rector  of  Leire,  near  Lutterworth,  in  which  parsonage 
Mr.  Mason  was  bom.  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  de- 
scended from  a  family  that  quitted  France  upon  the  re- 
peal of  the  edict  of  Nantes.  The  expression  handed  down 
in  the  family,  "  I  will  not  be  dragooned,"  ix.  will  not  be 
frightened  out  of  that,  serves  as  a  memento  of  that 
dreadful  persecution.  His  mother's  grandfather, 
Caermichael,  whose  name  was  altered  to  Cor- 
mouls  on  leaving  France,  went  to  Warwick, 
where  he  practised  as  a  physician  for  a  live- 
lihood, and  married  a  lady  of  that  neighbour- 
hood of  family  and  fortune,  and  years  after  he  seemed 
not  to  have  become  reconciled  to  English  customs,  for 
he  said,  "  By  gar,  my  daughters  be  de  worst  pieces  of 
furniture  in  my  house.  If  I  say  to  this  man,  I  give 
you  my  horse,  tank  you,  says  he ;  and  if  to  another,  I 
give  you  this  piece  of  furniture,  tank  you,  he  says; 
but  if  I  say  to  that  man,  I  will  give  you  my  daughter, 
and  what  will  you  give  with  her?  says  he!"  The 
name  of  Cormouls  is  now  all  but  extinct  in  England, 
the  last  of  that  name  is  a  bachelor  of  nearly  80  years. 
G.  P,  Mason  married  in  1841 ,  Isabella  Frances  Bignall, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Howard,  M.  A.,  of  Tiirox- 
enby  Hall,  Scalby,  near  Scarborough,  rector  of  Berry- 
thorpe,  and  incumbent  of  Christ  Church,  Scarborough. 
She  died  at  Cheltenham  in  1861,  without  issue.  The 
Masons  of  Yorkshire  bore  for  arms,  "  Quarterly  first 
and  fourth  per  fesse,  or  and  gu,  a  lion  rampant 
counterchanged,  second  or,  a  lion  rampant  with  two 
heads  az;  third  quarter  a  chev,  gu,  between  three 
snails,  sa. 
On  the   sea  shore  within  this  manor,*  about  80 

•  The  Governors  of  the  Charter  House,  aa  owners  of  Great  Stambridgo 
Hall,  pay  a  quit  or  free  rent  annually  of  £3  Gs.  8d.  to  the  manor  of 
Chalkwell. 
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yards  below  high  water  mark  and  about  half  a  mile 
due  south  of  the  present  Chalkwell-hall,  stands  the 
Crow  Stone,  which  was  erected  on  this  spot  to  mark 
the  termination  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Corporation  of  the  city  of  London,  as  conservators 
of  the  river  on  the  Essex  side  of  the  Thames.  It  is 
probable  that  the  locality  where  this  stone  is  placed 
was  formerly  the  edge  of  the  saltings,  as  in  an  old 
map  of  Chalkwell-hall,  one  hundred  years  old,  several 
acres  more  saltings  are  shown  than  At  present  exist. 
There  are  similar  stones  at  Yantlet  creek  on  the 
Kentish  side  of  the  river,  and  at  Staines,  Middlesex. 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London 
used  to  visit  the  latter  once  in  every  seven  years,  on 
which  occasion  the  aldermen  who  were  not  free  of  the 
water  were  politely  and  respectfully  "  bumped,"  after 
which  ceremony  they  had  to  pay  the  watermen  two 
guineas.  This  ancient  practice  is  now  entirely  dis- 
pensed with,  since  the  city  has  not  now  the  sole 
control  of  the  river.  The  Thames  Conservancy  Act  in 
1857  brought  to  a  close  these  gorgeous  water  pageants, 
and  vested  the  jurisdiction  jointly  in  the  Crown  and 
City.  The  stone  on  Chalkwell  shore  indicates  the 
legal  termination  of  the  river  Thames,  and  east  of  it 
the  estuary  is  in  law  the  high  sea.  In  1838  a  larger 
obelisk  of  granite,  14  feet  high,  was  placed  close  to  the 
north  side  of  the  old  pillar,  which  was  entirely  covered 
with  inscriptions.  The  original  pillar  is  square,  little 
more  than  7  feet  high.  On  the  west  side  of  the  shaft 
are  the  remains  of  the  city  arms  and  the  date  1285.* 
Generally  the  ceremony  of  visiting  these  stones  took 
place  every  six  or  seven  years ;  the  Lord  Mayor  for  the 
time  being  used  to  be  rowed  or  carried  round  them, 
some  silver  coins  were  thrown  amongst  the  spectators 
to  scramble  for,  and  the  Lord  Mayor's  name  incised 

*  Tho  city  olaima  to  the  juriadiotlon  of  the  river  date  from  1197,  when 
Richard  I.,  nrged  by  his  nooesBities,  indaood  by  his  expedition  to  the  Holy 
Land,  sold  the  righta  of  tho  Crown  to  the  oitizens. 


ROCHFORD    HUNDRBD.  484 

in  the  stone,  together  with  the  date.  The  last  Con- 
servator came  in  1856.  On  the  smaller  stone  can  be 
deciphered  these  inscriptions:  south  side,  "Brass 
Crosby,  Esq.,  Lord  Mayor,  1771.  R*  Clark,  Esq., 
Lord  Mayor,  1785.  W.  GiU,  Esq.,  Lord  Mayor,  1789. 
W""  Curtis,  Esq.,  Lord  Mayor,  1796.  Sir  John  Earner, 
Knight,  Lord  Mayor,  1802."  On  the  east  side,  **God 
preserve  the  city  of  London,  Charles  Flower,  Esq., 
Lord  Mayor,  1809.  Matthew  Wood,  Esq.,  Lord 
Mayor,  1816.  William  Heygate,  Esq.,  Lord  Mayor, 
1823.  Right  Honorable  William  Thompson,  M!.  P., 
1829."  The  north  side  has  "  The  Right  Honorable 
William  Taylor  Copeland,  Lord  Mayor,  1836."  There 
possibly  may  be  more  inscriptions  on  this  stone,  but  if 
80  they  cannot  be  discerned,  as  the  lower  part  is 
inserted  in  a  pedestal.  On  the  large  and  new  stone  are 
inscribed  on  the  east  side  the  names  of  various  aldermen, 
sheriffs,  common  council,  as  well  as  a  solicitor,  water 
bailiff,  and  common  crier.  On  the  south  side,  "  1842, 
Sir  John  Pirie,  Bart.,  1849;  Sir  James  Duke,  1856; 
David  Salomons,  Esq."  West  side,  Copeland's  name 
is  again  inserted,  together  with  "  John  Lainson,  Esq., 
Alderman,  and  David  Salomons,  Esq,.  Sheriffs." 

In  1856,  the  right  to  a  fishing  ground  called 
^  Chalkwell  Ouze,"  within  this  manor,  was  contested 
between  the  Crown  and  the  Alston*  family,  who  had 
succeeded  that  of  Tyrell  in  the  ownership  thereof.  In 
1434  there  was  an  indisputable  grant  of  mussel  ouze, 
as  part  of  the  manor,  and  it  was  proved  and  determined 
that  the  primd  fade  title  in  the  Crown  had  been  dis- 
placed. In  the  court  roUs  the  word  "wagessum" 
frequently  occurs,  the  meaning  of  which  Sir  W.  P. 
Wood,  wno  heard  the  cause  in  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
Court,  frankly  confessed  his  inability  to  arrive  at  a 

*  Hr.  Haaon  purchased  the  Ohalkwell  shore,  ouse  or  oysfcor  ground  of  the 
Alstons  in  1875.  It  extends  in  length  from  the  west  bonndary  of  PrittlewoU 
parish,  adjoining  Leigh  parish,  to  the  west  boundarv  of  the  Miltou-hall 
shore  in  Prittlewell  parish  ;  and  in  width  from  the  uplands  ef  the  manor  of 
Chalkwell  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  the  tide  at  low  water. 
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satisfactory  solution,  although  he  had  consulted  many 
glossaries  and  the  deputy  keeper  of  the  Records,  and 
other  gentlemen  in  the  Tower.  In  "  Long  Ago  ^ 
several  writers  have  attempted  an  explanation  of  the 
meaning  of  this  word,  but  with  indifferent  success,  but 
Sparks  Henderson  Williams,  F.R.H.S.,  appears  to 
have  mastered  the  enigma,  when  he  explains  that  it 
might  perhaps  be  derived  from  the  Saxon  ^'  Woeg-es," 
a  wave.  In  the  court  rolls  in  1575,  it  is  stated  that 
this  wagessum  abutted  upon  the  ^^wadmmy  This 
wadium  is  without  doubt  the  channel  now  known  as 
Leigh  Swatch,  which  runs,  or  partly  traverses,  through 
the  ooze  opposite  Chalkwell-hall  lands,  and  terminating 
in  the  Slade  near  Southend  pier.  In  1568  we  find  a 
tenant  was  admitted  to  hold  "  qiiattior  acras  wagessi,'* 
and  in  the  margin  of  the  roll  the  words  "  Sweets  Ouze"* 
appears.  In  Bailey's  dictionary,  originally  published 
in  1736, ''  Jetsam''  means  anything  cast  overboard  in 
a  time  of  shipwreck  that  is  found  cast  upon  the  shore ; 
that  "  Flotzam  "  are  goods  which  being  lost  in  ship- 
wreck, and  floating  upon  the  sea,  are  given  to  the 
Lord  Admiral  by  his  letters  patent ;  and  being  led  to 
further  search  through  the  Saxon  word  "  Woeg-es/' 
a  wave,  we  find  from  the  same  authority  that  '*  Wave- 
son  "  are  such  goods  as  appear  floating  or  swimming 
on  the  waves  of  the  sea,  after  shipwreck.  The  goods 
under  the  head  "Flotzam  "  would  appear  to  be  those 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  manorial  lord,  but  those 
under  ''  Waveson  "  to  be  those  nearer  land,  and  this 
^^ quahior  acras  wagessi^^  would  no  doubt  be  valuable, 
as  the  wreck  with  the  incoming  tide  would  be  attracted 
up  the  " wadium"  Sweet  had  probably  a  grant  of 
the  ouze  for  mussels,  and  a  fishing  hatch,  but  another 
tenant  had  a  grant  of  the  waifs  on  the  same  property 
when  the  tide  was  up.  In  the  records  of  Milton  Hall 
manor,  to  which  that  of  Chalkwell  was  subordinate, 
we  find  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Tyrell,  who  died  in 

-  In  1 1.!)3  Uobcrt  Swcto  diod  tenant  of  Chalkwell-hall. 
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1811,  was  possessed,  amongst  other  property,  of  four 
acres  of  "  ouze,"  besides  thirteen  acres  and  a  half  of 
*'  ouse "  formerly  in  John  Sweet.  This  four  acres 
would  appear  to  correspond  with  the  four  acres  of 
•*  Wagessum." 

The  following  testament  of  a  farmer  ot  Chalkwell- 
hall,  dated  1493,  will  doubtless  be  appreciated  by 
many.  It  is  the  will  of  Robert  Swete,  of  Prittlewell, 
Co.  Essex,  transcribed  and  translated  from  the  original 
Latin,  with  notes,  by  H.  W,  King,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the 
Essex  Archaeological  Society. 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.     I,  Robert  Swete,  of  the 
parish   of  the   Blessed  Mary  of  Prittwell,   in   Essex,  con- 
sidering with  becoming  meditation  the  condition  of  weak 
human  nature  in  this  vale  of  misery,  afterwards   escaping 
fipom  so  many  and  great  dangers,  especially  when  Bernard* 
[says]  nothing  is  more  certain  than  death  and  uncertain  than 
the  time  thereof,  and  that  ho  who  wishes,  and  he  who  docs 
not  wish,  must  needs  enter  his  (death^s)  ways  ;  I  therefore 
wishing,  as  far  as  is  allowed  by  the  Supreme  Maker  of  the 
world,  to  take  precautions,   and  not  wishing?  to  leave  my 
goods  conferred  upon  me  by  God  undevoted  to  the  praise 
and  honour  of  my  Creator  Himself,   for  the  health  of  my 
soul,  this  xiijth  day  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the   year  of 
our  Lord,    1493,  concerning  my  goods  bestowed  upon  me, 
make  my  last  will  in  this  manner.     In  the  first  place  1  give 
and  commend  my  soul  to  the  Most  High  God,  my  Creator, 
who  redeemed  me  on  the   cross  by  His  precious  blood,  and 
to  the  Glorious  Virgin  Mary,  His  mother,  and  to  all  the 
saints  that  they  will  deign  mercifully  to  receive  my  said  soul 
when  it  has  departed  from  this  life  into  everlasting  joy,  by 
the  merits  and  prayers  of  which  saints  I  firmly  believe  on 
the  day  of  judgement  my  merits  and  demerits  will  be  effaced. f 
My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  the  parish  afore- 
said near  my  parents.  '  Also  I  leave  to  the  high  altar  for  my 
tithes  negligently  forgotten  6s.  8d.,  and  three  sheep  to  bo 

•  St.  Bernard, 

t  Merita  demerita  deleri.  This  quaint  and  alliterative  expression  appears 
to  be  a  conceit  of  the  writer  by  which  he  intends  to  imply  that  his  merits 
wo,  alter  aH,  bat  demerits  ;  that  his  good  deeds  have  so  much  of  evil  in 
them  as  to  render  them  undeserving-. 
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driven  before  my  body  on  the  day  of  my  buriaL*    Also  I 

five  and  bequeath  unto  Leticia  my  wife  all  my  utensilB  and 
ousehold  goods,  and  all  the  horses  [and]  wagons  with  their 
apparatus,  with  the  hogs  and  all  other  things  within  my 
aforesaid  house  at  the  time  of  my  death,  except  two  mazersf 
and  twelve  silver  spoons  which  I  leave  to  my  children,  that 
is  to  say  to  Robert,  John,  and  Johanna  my  daughter,  so  that 
if  any  of  them  shall  survive,  then  the  survivor  shall  be  the 
others  heir,  and  if  it  shall  so  be  or  happen  that  all  shall  die, 
my  wife  surviving,  then  I  will  that  the  aforesaid  mazers 
with  the  xii  spoons  remain  to  my  wife  for  ever.  Also  I 
leave  to  my  same  wife  the  house  in  which  I  dwell  with  all 
annexed  thereto,  that  is  to  say  the  garden  together  with  the 
houses  adjoining  the  same,  with  the  croft  ct^ed  Stanfelde, 
near  Houndscroft.  Also  I  leave  and  will  that  the  aforesaid 
Letitia  have  during  her  life  two  crofts  which  I  bought  of 
John  Walbroke,  and  a  crofb  called  Bordes,  with  a  garden 
pertaining  to  the  same,  during  her  life,  and  after  the  decease 
of  my  wife  I  will  that  the  aforesaid  house  in  which  my  wife 
remains,  with  all  things  before  specified,  be  sold  by  my 
executor  and  by  her  executor,  that  is  to  say,  of  my  wife,  and 
by  the  oversight  of  my  supervisors  if  they  shall  survive,  and 
the  money  that  shall  thence  come,  to  be  distributed  among 
my  children,  so  that  if  one  of  them  shall  have  died  those  who 
remain  may  be  the  heirs  of  the  deceased.  And  if  so  be  that 
all  shall  have  departed  this  life,  then  I  will  that  the  aforesaid 
money  be  distributed  in  works  of  charity  by  my  executors 
and  supervisors  hereafter  specified*  Also  I  give  and  be- 
queath to  the  aforesaid  Leticia,  my  wife,  three  crofbs  caUed 

*  This  WM  a  moitaary  offered  in  kind.  From  the  onstom  of  the  sheep 
being  driven  h^ore  the  faneral  procession  to  the  choroh  the  mortaaiy  oame 
to  be  called  a  <*  Foredrove/*  at  all  events  in  Essex.  In  the  will  of  John 
Uaateler,  of  Rawreth,  dated  and  proved  in  1627*  irhioh  I  published  in  the 
transactions  of  the  Essex  Arohcsolog^oal  Society,  testator  directs  "  a  weder 
shepe  to  be  a  foredroye  to  goo  before  mj  bodj  to  the  church  at  the  day  of 
mj  bnriall."  Bat  the  word  is  more  distinctly  used  in  this  sense  in  the  will 
of  William  Moke,  of  Orsett,  in  1614 :  "I  gyff  for  my  fordrove  a  schepe." 
And  John  Osborno,  of  North  Shoebnry,  in  1504^  says,  "  Also  I  beqaeUi  y« 
shepe  of  a  yere  age  for  my  for  Drove." 

f  The  mazer  or  murrain  cup  (mwrra).  Its  name  was  undoubtedly  derived 
from  the  maple  wood  (Dutch  mcuerj  of  which  it  was  usually  made  though 
other  bowls  of  more  costly  material  bore  the  same  name.  They  were  of 
various  sizes  and  sometimes  had  covers.  Quaint  legends  in  Latin  or 
English  were  often  embossed  on  the  metal  rim  or  cover ;  oocasionaUy  sub- 
jects were  engraven  on  the  interior.  They  were  often  elaborately  enriched 
with  ornament.  See  Jour  Archl.  Inst.  vol.  ii.,  p.  262.  Promptorium  Par- 
vulorumj  p.  328. 
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FrysySj  with  appartenances,  so  that  the  aforesaid  Leticia, 
whilst  she  liveSj  may  do  with  the  aforesaid  crofts  whatsoever 
she  shall  will.  Also  I  will  that  the  aforesaid  Leticia,  my 
wife,  haye  my  farm  of  Chalkwell  for  the  whole  of  my  term, 
and  longer  if  she  will,  with  all  the  stock  belonging  to  the 
same,  and  may  do  whatever  she  will  with  the  aforesaid  stock. 
Also  I  leave  to  William  Swete  all  the  rams  which  I  have  in 
the  marsh  which  I  hold  in  Folnes,  called  Bradwerd,  to  the 
number  of  sixteen  score  and  seventeen.  Also  I  leave  to  the 
said  William  all  the  sheep  being  in  Scarlwerde,  [and]  all 
the  lambs  in  Havingor  and  Tempilgore,  except  a  hundred 
which  I  leave  to  my  children.  Also  I  leave  and  will  that 
William  Swete,  my  son,  shall  have  the  house  or  messuage 
at  Smerdnn  wiUi  all  its  appurtenances,  and  I  leave  to  him 
all  those  lands  which  lately  I  have  had  of  the  Lord  John, 
Prior  of  Pritwell.*  Also  I  leave  to  William,  my  son, 
twelve  cows  beii^  upon  Smerdun,  and  the  residue  of  the 
cows  there  being,!  leave  to  Leticia  my  wife.  Also  I  leave 
to  William  Sweete,  my  son,  two  best  gowns,  and  I  leave  to 
the  said  William  two  of  the  smaller  cups.  Also  I  will  that 
one  honest  priestf  shall  celebrate  in  the  church  of  the 
Blessed  Mary  aforesaid  for  my  soul  and  also  for  the  souls  of 
my  parents  for  the  space  of  one  year.  Also  that  he  have 
for  his  stipend  ten  marks.  And  I  will  that  William  Sweete, 
my  son,  be  my  sole  executor,  also  that  he  may  have  for  his 
labour  four  moveables.  And  I  will  that  Master  Richard 
Churchierd  be  my  supervisor,  and  that  he  have  for  his  labor 
xl*-  Dated  in  the  day,  month,  and  year  above  written, 
[and]  sealed  with  my  ring,  these  being  witnesses,  Johanne 
BryU,   James  Lamcowth,  William  Burfeld. 

The  above  testament  was  proved  at  Lambeth  the  seventh 
day  of  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1493,  by  the  oath  of  William  Sweete,  executor,  &o.,&c.,  &c.*' 

"  New  Earls-hall,"  now  called  the  Hamlet  farm,  was 
formerly  in  several  moities,  for  we  find  May  22nd, 
1769,  that  (Jrisp  Molineux,  and  Catharine  his  wife,  of 
Garboldisham,  in  Norfolk,  surrendered  Messiags,  Pur- 

*  Perhaps  John  Eaton,  who  was  Prior  of  Prittlewell  in  1513. 

t  Idonmu  Saeerdos.  "Honest  priest*'  is  the  univ^ersal  equiralent  in  all 
ancient  wills  drawn  in  English.  It  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  epithet  of 
respeot  in  like  sense  as  "  worthy  Bootor/'  and  not  as  intending  to  imply 
that  some  were  the  reverse  of  honest,  or  creditable. 
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pctts,  Chalks,  Cross-house  (otherwise  the  Baies),  the 
third  part  of  Hobby  Croft,  and  one  garden  called 
Ruddocks,  and  six  acres  at  Crow  Stone  to  William 
Price,  who  was  admitted  tenant  of  the  same  subject 
to  the  manor  of  Milton-hall.  He  erected  the  residence 
of  brick  now  existing,  as  in  his  will,  made  in  1797,  he 
left  his  wife  Alice  all  his  land  in  Milton  hamlet,  with 
the  "  Brick  house "  lately  erected.  He*  formerly 
resided  at  Earls-hall,  alids  Earls-fee.  In  1780  he  held 
the  Priory,  I  lams  talis,  Jack-heards,f  Hunger  downs. 
Earls-hall,  Hur locks  (his  own),  the  great  tithes,  and 
Scotts.  He  is  buried  beneath  a  ledger  at  the  east  end 
of  the  chancel  in  Hutton  churchyard  with  a  family 
named  Davis.  The  following  is  the  record,  "  Hannah 
Davis,  wife  of  Isaac  Davis,  Esq.,  died  6th  January, 
1753,  aged  5S.  Mary,  wife  of  William  Price,  Esq., 
the  21st  of  March,  1756,  aged  26.  Isaac  Davis,  Esq., 
June,  1761,  aged  67;  likewise  William  Price,  Esq., 
late  of  Prittlewell  in  this  county,  who  died  —  August, 
175)7,  aged  75."  From  these  inscriptions  we  may 
infer  Price  was  a  widower  when  he  married  Alice, 
youngest  of  the  two  daughters  of  William  Marshall  of 
the  Priory,  and  Alice  his  wife.  She  subsequently 
married  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pritchard,  J  curate  of  this 
parish,  who  was  drowned  in  1799,  and  then  the  Rev. 
John  Mill  who  survived  her.      She§  died  May  18th, 

•  When  Church wardon  he  removed  a  considerable  number  of  the  grave- 
Btonos  Irom  the  church  and  pared  the  yard  and  floor  of  a  cottage  belonging 
to  him.  About  U>n  of  thoso  sepulchral  slabs  were  brought  to  light  when 
the  railway  was  constructed,  one  of  thorn  having  boon  used  as  a  hearthstone. 
The  cottage  stood  near  the  railway  bridge.  See  vol.  i.,  part  i.,  page  93  of 
the  Essex  Archooological  Society's  Journal. 

t  Jack-hcards  was  formerly  in  Harden  Camper,  who  sold  it  to  Daniel 
Scratton,  of  Broomtiold. 

♦  See  inscriptions. 

§  After  Mrs.  Price's  death  a  letter  arrived  from  America  signed  by 
William  Price  Marshall,  one  of  the  sons  of  Dr.  John  Marshall,  a  cousin  of 
Mrs.  Prico,  addressed  to  the  Mayor  or  principal  municipal  officer  of  tho 
town  of  Prittlewell,  Kspcxshiro,  which  letter  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Liuds(!ll.  Thirf  letter  states  that  John  Marshall  studied  medicine  with  his 
uncle   William    Wilcox   at    Prittlewell  ;    lHat  ho   emigrated  to   America, 
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1807,  and  is  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Lacell's  at 
Prittlewell.  The  property  then  went  under  Price's* 
will  to  his  nephew,  Dr.  Robert  Sorrell,  M.D.,  of  High 
Holbom,  son  of  his  sister  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Sorrell  of  Ingatestone.  Dr.  Sorrell  died  circa  1823  or 
1824  intestate,  when  the  estate  came  to  the  two  co- 
heirs, Joseph  William  Henry  Parkes,  and  Frances 
Elizabeth  Scrivens,  the  wife  of  George  Scrivens.  The 
latter  was  admitted  in  1825.  In  1826  Joseph  Parkes, 
of  South  Lambeth,  in  Surrey,  and  Mary  his  wife,  sur- 
rendered and  sold  their  moiety  to  the  above  George 
Scrivens,  of  Clapham  Common,  (sword  case  maker). 
It  is  described  as  being  known  as  New  Earls-hall,  in- 
cluding ouse  formerly  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Sputtle, 
lands  called  Shotte,  Barringtons,  Cockette  otherwise 
Longs,  Barbers,  Clarkes-crofk,  Smiths,  Newmans,  12 
acres  of  land  formerly  Thomas  Sputtles,  Messings, 
Chalke,  WiUingales,  Cross-house  otherwise  the  Bales, 
Maggette,f  Storks  croft.  Hobby  croft,  Little  Croomee, 
Ruddocke  garden,  and  Theedhams.  After  the  death 
of  George  Scrivens  in  1847  or  1848  it  was  in  his 
widow  Frances  Elizabeth  Scrivens.  They  left  two 
sons,  Samuel  Scrivens  of  Bexhill,  Hastings,  and 
Frederick  Scrivens  of  Clapham  Common,  Surrey,  the 
latter  of  whom  is  the  present  owner.  It  was  enfran- 
chised in  1870  for  the  sum  of  £1539  15s.  The  sea 
has  made  great  encroachments  upon  the  land  of  this 
farm.  The  footpath  and  stile  to  Leigh  has  been 
removed  seven  rods  at  a  time  upon  three  several  occa- 
sions within  these  sixty  years,  thus  entailing  a  loss  of 

marriod  and  settled  in  Beanfort,  North  Carolina,  Carteret  Ooanty,  a  few 
jearfl  before  the  revolutionary  war.  The  object  of  the  letter  was  to  enquire 
particulars  of  the  property,  to  which  the  Marshall's  imagined  Uiey  had  some 
claim,  though  without  foundation. 

*  He  was  possessed  of  the  Berils-house  in  Wallasey,  which  he  bequeathed 
to  his  wife,  with  remainder  to  her  nephew  John  Laoell. 

f  Maggette,  formerly  a  meadow  of  6  acres  now  broken  up,  with  a  pond 
in  centre,  is  situate  at  the  Three- want- way,  near  Barlings. 
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twelve  acres  of  land.  It  has  a  boandary  of  about  five 
hundred  yards  on  the  shore,  and  about  2^  yards 
in  width  are  annually  washed  away  by  the  tide.* 
The  cliff  is  about  21  feet  in  height,  consequently  be^ 
tween  seven  and  eight  thousand  tons  of  earth  are 
annually  dislodged  and  carried  away.  The  soil  here  is 
very  fertile  and  the  damage  is  greater  after  dir  seasons. 
This  serious  loss  might  be  obviated  by  an  embankment 
of  stone  being  carried  along  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  whilst 
the  superincumbent  heavy  mass  at  top  requires  level- 
ing down,  and  outlets  created  for  land  springs.  It  is 
sad  to  think  how  long  this  precautionhas  been  delayed ; 
prudence  should  have  dictated  this  measure  long  ago, 
as  an  outlay  of  about  £600  would  probably  cover  the 
expense  and  prevent  further  loss. 

^^  Snells  "  has  its  name  from  an  occupier,  and  is  a 
small  farm  now  laid  down  to  grass  with  the  fences 
levelled,  upon  which  is  a  house  erected  by  the  late 
Rev.  Frederick  Scratton  Little,  called  Hamlet  Lodge. 
In  the  old  deeds  we  find  notice  of  a  grange  that  stood 
on  this  estate.  This  property  was  formerly  in  the 
Tyrells  of  Chalkwell-hall.  Charles  Tyrell,  only  son 
and  heir  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Tyrell,  then  residing  at 
Polstead  in  Suffolk,  was  admitted  in  1812,  and  sold 
the  property  in  183d  to  Augustus  Frederick  Little,  of 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish  Square,  who  died  in  1850. 
He  left  it  to  his  only  son,  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Little,  who 
was  admitted  in  1851.  He  died  intestate.  Charles 
Little,  his  uncle,  of  Woodridings,  in  the  parish  of 
Pinner,  Middlesex,  was  his  heir,  and  admitted  in 
1866.  He  died  at  Eaton  terrace,  St.  John's  Wood, 
in  1871,  and  left  the  estate  to  Arthur  Little,  his  third 
son,  now  an  architect  at  Melbourne,  Australia. 

"Little  Washers,"  Newlands,  Storks  tenement 
(several  acres)  situate  in  the  hamlet  to  the  south  of 
the  railway,  between  the  two  bridges,  was  formerly  in 

•  upon  an  adjoining  property  to  the  eaaii  a  considerable  breadth  of  lani 
>d  baildings  ha^e  been  swallowed  up  within  memory. 
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George  and  Mary  Yassall,  who  were  admitted  in  1750* 
John  Cause  was  admitted  in  1775,  who  married 
Susannah  Netherwood,  of  Barling,  niece  to  the  said 
George  Vassall.  After  Cause's  death  it  ^went  to  his 
widow,  who  re-married  to  Henry  Ffisher.  After  her 
decease  John  Cause,  of  Wakering,  shopkeeper,  her 
eldest  son  and  heir,  was  admitted  in  1806.  He  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  sold  it  to  James  Heygate.  Peter 
Donald  and  Charlotte  his  wife  were  admitted  in  1814, 
who  sold  in  1819  to  Robert  Croy,  a  publican  at 
Wapping.  Robert  Croy  and  Esther  his  wife  sold  in 
1822  to  William  Peter  D' Aranda*  who  was  admitted. 
This  gentleman,  who  was  in  the  naval  service  of  Great 
Britain,  attained  the  rank  of  commander,  and  died 
chca  1872,  was  son  of  Peter  D'Aranda,  a  surgeon  at 
BiUericay,  and  grandson  of  Peter  D'Aranda,f  vicar  of 
Great  Wakering,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Harridge,  of  Rayleigh,  formerly  of  Leigh.  The  &mily 
was  of  French  origin,  and  the  name  was  formerly 
spelt  Durande.  The  subject  of  this  notice  entered  the 
navy  the  9th  of  July,  1801,  as  midshipman  on  board 
the  Powerful,  74,  Captain  Sir  Francis  Laforey,  whom 
he  accompanied  to  the  West  Indies.  He  subsequently 
served  as  master's  mate  on  board  the  Atlas,  74,  in 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  present  at  the  battle  of 
St.  Domingo,  6th  February,  1806,  and  afterwards  at 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  He  obtained  his  lieutenancy 
in  1808,  and  served  in  the  Woodlark,  10,  in  the 
Baltic,  and  in  1811  as  first  lieutenant  to  the  Bonne 
Citoyenne,  20,  in  South  America.     From  17  August 

*  D'Aranda  liad  two  brothers,  Benjamin  and  George,  both  in  the  medical 
nrofeesioD,  and  three  Biaters,  Eliza,  Caroline,  and  Charlotte.  Caroline,  late 
in  life,  married  a  Hr.  Holdaworth,  chemiat  and  draggiat  in  the  Whiteohapel 
Aoad. 

t  From  Thorpe'a  Regisbrwn  Boffense,  p.  1016,  we  find  that  in  the  north 
chancel  of  Shoreham  chnroh,  Kent,  are  aeveral  grareatonee  with  inacrip- 
tiona  to  thia  family,  with  theae  arma,  yiz :  a  oaatle  within  a  border  charged 
with  croeaea,  impaling  quarterly,  lat  a  aarage  wreathed  above  the  templea 
and  loina  with  leavea;  2nd,  a  hart  peasant,  a  chief:  8rd.  aa  the  aecond: 
4th,  aa  the-firat.  ' 
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until  28  January,  1843,  he  commanded  the  Prestonjee 
Bonranjee,  and  visited  the  river  St.  Laurence.  Since 
31st  May,  1845,  he  was  employed  as  Admiralty  agent 
in  a  contract  mail  steam  vessel.  He  was  16  times  in 
action  with  the  enemy,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
rescue  46  persons  from  shipwreck.  He  sold  this 
property  some  few  years  before  his  death  to  Samuel 
Morton  Peto,  of  Great  George-street,  Westminster, 
who  enfranchised,  and  sold  the  house  to  James  Shep- 
herd, a  tailor  of  St.  John's-street,  Clerkenwell,  and  the 
rest  in  parcels. 

"  Greenings "  was  a  small  farm  in  the  hamlet,  a 
considerable  part  of  which  has  gone  to  sea.  Part  of 
it  was  called  Noble's  down  (late  in  John  Sputtle) 
with  land  called  Storks  and  Washers.  This  was  m 
Mrs.  Hunsdon  in  1768,  and  belonged  to  Mrs.  White- 
house  in  1807.  William  Firman  was  admitted  in 
1824.  He  was  the  hero  mentioned  in  the  amusing 
tale  in  Harriott's  life,  under  the  title  of  "  Courting  in 
the  suds  at  midnight."  Betty,  therein  mentioned, 
became  his  first  wife,  and  died  December  17th,  1821, 
in  the  65th  year  of  her  age,  and  has  a  stone  to  her 
memory  in  Southchurch  churchyard.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 7th,  1846,  aged  86,  and  left  the  estate  to 
George  Lacell,  who  sold  it  in  1847  to  David  Wadding- 
ton,  of  Adelaide  House,  near  Enfield.  It  was  then  in 
John  Bragg,  who  was  admitted  in  1850.  He  sold  it 
to  Peto,  Brassey,  and  Betts,  who  resold  part  of  it  to 
the  Trinity  House. 

*' Vincents,"  formerly  called  Thompsons,  situate 
near  the  Hamlet  Mill,  was  at  one  time  in  Edward 
Thompson,  of  Great  Wakering,  wheelwright,  who  with 
Judith  his  wife  surrendered  it  to  the  use  of  William 
Odden  in  1774.  The  latter  died  in  1807,  aged  77, 
and  left  this  farm  to  Abraham  Vandervord,  who  was 
admitted  the  same  year.  He  died  July  1st,  1817,  aged 
57.  After  this,  the  property  was  in  chancery  for  many 
years.  He  left  three  sons,  William  Heard  Vandervord, 


ROCHFORD   HUNDRED.  494 

George  John  Vandervord,  and  James  Wilson  Vander- 
vord.*  The  latter  at  length  acquired  it  by  purchase 
in  1863,  and  sold  it  to  Robert  Venables,  of  34,  Aid- 
gate  High-street,  who  resold  it  to  the  Railway  Com- 
pany. A  field  on  this  farm  called  "  Washers "  or 
Washes,  formerly  consisting  of  5  acres,  but  now  re- 
duced to  three,  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the  sea, 
together  with  1  acre  of  "  Woose  land,'*  lying  between 
the  woose  formerly  of  Sampson  Spooner  on  the  south 
part,  and  woose  formerly  of  Thomas  Sputtle  on  the 
north  part,  was  sold  by  W.  Odden,  in  1793,  to  John 
Salway,  of  Marylebone  and  Hemel-Hempstead,  a  West 
India  merchant,  upon  which  he  built  a  handsome 
brick  residence  and  styled  it  Salway  House.  He  died 
circa  1851,  and  it  was  then  in  chancery  for  some  time. 
It  then  came  to  Richard  Salway,  a  minor,  and  was 
subsequently  sold  to  William  Wagstaff,  who  was  ad- 
mitted in  1865.  It  now  belongs  to  Henry  Briggs,  of 
George-yard  wharf.  Upper  Thames-street,  who  has  en- 
franchised. Mr.  Briggs  married  in  1850,  Mary  Ann, 
daughter  of  Richard  Bremridge,  of  the  Inner  Temple. 
He  is  descended  from  the  old  family  of  De  Ponte  or 
atte  Briggs  of  Salle,  in  Norfolk,  the  first  member  of 
whom  anything  is  known  is  William  atte  Briggs,  of 
Salle,  called  in  some  deeds  William  de  Ponte  de  Salle ; 
he  lived  in  or  about  the  year  1334.  The  arms  of 
Briggs  are  over  the  porch  and  in  several  places  in 
Salle  church.  Those  now  used  are  "  Quarterly  gules 
three  bars  gemmelles  or,  canton  sable  in  the  1st  and  4th 
quarter  for  Briggs^  and  quarterly  argent  and  sable,  a 
cross  engrailed  between  four  escallops  counterchanged 

•  James  Wilson  Vandervord,  in  1857,  erected  the  stage  or  jetty  at  South- 
end, opposite  the  Ship  Tavern,  for  the  purpose  of  loading  and  unloading 
com  and  other  goods.  The  cost  of  this  was  £300,  and  is  held  under  the 
Priory  Manor  as  long  as  the  lord  of  the  said  manor  shall  think  proper,  at 
the  rent  of  Is.  per  annum.  This  was  one  of  the  most  useful  and  beuefioial 
acts  conferred  upon  the  agricultural  body,  as  by  this  convenience  corn  can 
be  unloaded  and  disposed  of  at  any  timo  irrespective  of  the  tides,  and  pre. 
venting  the  hitherto  enforced  loss  of  timo,  to  tho  detriment  of  both  horses 
And  men. 


495  THE  HISTORY  OP 

in  the  2nd  and  3rd  quarter  for  Hocke  impaling  Brem" 
ridge  sable,  a  chevron  between  three  cross  crossletsor. 
For  crest,  on  the  stump  of  a  tree  a  pelican  or,  vulning 
herself  gules.    Motto,  **  Virtus  est  jDei.'* 

Adjoining  Salweys  is  a  property  called  "Hamlet 
House"  formerly  belonging  to  George  King,  who 
resided  here,  one  of  the  £ftnuly  of  that  name  of  Leigh. 
It  was  afterwards  in  1807  in  Mrs.  Mordaunt.  She  sold 
it  to  Lieutenant  John  O'Reilly  an  Irishman,  in  whose 
time  the  greater  part  of  the  residence  was  burnt  down. 
He  sold  it  to  John  Bragg,  who  resold  it  to  Peto 
Brassy  and  Co.,  who  enfranchised  the  property.  The 
house  has  since  been  sold  to  Henry  G.  Stevenson. 

On  this  property  are  two  artesian  wells,  sunk  in  1860, 
commonly  known  as  the  *'Water  works"  belonging  to 
a  company.  The  first  well  which  was  about  8  feet 
diameter  at  top  with  a  set  off  afterwards  to  5  feet,  was 
dug  to  the  depth  of  425  feet,  when  the  sand-stone  and 
waterline  was  reached.  It  had  to  be  abandoned  owing 
to  its  carving  in  about  the  set  off,  and  the  water  rising 
above  the  pumps  and  the  debris,  prevented  any  repairs. 
It  was  then  resolved  to  sink  a  new  well,  within  about 
a  score  feet  of  the  old  one.  This  last,  with  a  six  feet 
diameter,  was  dug  to  the  depth  of  385  feet  and  a  bore 
pipe  inserted  through  the  remaining  40  feet,  until  the 
sand-stone  and  water  line  was  reached,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  sand  being  pumped  up  with  the  water,  the 
bore  pipe  was  continued  through  the  water  line,  into 
the  green  sand  beneath,  to  the  depth  of  175  feet,  when 
the  chalk  was  pierced  to  the  extent  of  300  feet.  The 
different  soils  penetrated  are  thus  composed,  10  feet 
loam,  15  feet  yellow  clay,  400  feet  of  blue  London  clay, 
9  inches  of  sand-stone  comprising  the  water  line,  175 
feet  of  very  fine  greenish  sand  and  300  feet  of  chalk. 
Previous  to  reaching  the  sand-stone,  the  clay  was  so 
firm,  that  upon  a  short  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  it 
became  sufficiently  sharp  and  fine  when  dry  to  sharpen 
a  knife.     There  is  now  an  abundant  supply  of  soft 
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water,  bat  in  the  absence  of  reliable  analysis  we  are 
unable  to  give  the  ingredients. 

"Bobbets  Hole"  formerly  called  Little  Croomes  was 
in  Sarah  Morrison,  ("whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Case^  relict  of  the  Rev.  George  Morrison,  Rector  of 
Sutton.  She  afterwards  married  the  Rev.  Morice 
Morice,  his  successor,  and  after  his  decease  Robert 
Host,  of  Sutton  Hall.  Her  son  and  heir  was  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Morrison,  who  left  it  to  his  wife  Fanny  Ballard 
of  Great  Burstead,  after  whose  death,  circa  1 82 1 ,  it  came 
to  their  son  Thomas  Morrison,  of  Enfield,  who  was 
admitted  in  1823.      Thomas  Morrison's  death  was 

5 resented  in  1829.  He  left  the  property  to  his  friend 
ames  Hutchons,  of  Alsops  place  in  St.  Marylebone, 
builder,  who  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  sold  it  to  William 
Firman,  who  presented  it  to  his  great  nephew  George 
Lacell,  who  was  admitted  in  1837.  This  family  can 
be  traced  up  to  the  commonwealth.  They  were  de- 
scended from  theMaldonsand  Marshalls  of  the  Priory. 
Alice  Maldon,  daughter  of  John  Maldon  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  married  William  Marshall.  They  had  two 
dat^hters,  Jane  and  Alice.*  The  eldest,  Jane,  who 
died  in  1801,  aged  67,  married  John  Lacell,  of  Small- 
dons,  who  died  in  1797,  aged  57.  Their  eldest  son, 
John  Lacell,  of  Hamstalls  and  New  Earls-hall,  died 
suddenly  at  Mrs.  Nelson's,  Bull  Inn,  Aldgate,  in 
1822,  aged  57.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Firman,  who  died 
in  1846,  aged  84.  Their  son,  John  Lacell,  died  in 
1820,  aged  30.  His  wife  was  Charlotte  Going,  who 
died  in  1840.  They  had  three  children,  C£irlotte 
Going  Lacell,  who  married  James  Potter  Wade; 
John  Lacell,  who  died  in  1838,  aged  24,  and  George 
Lacell  above  mentioned,  whose  first  wife,  Mira  Liver- 
more,  died  in  1846,  aged  26.  She  was  only  daughter 
of  John  Hardwick,  of  rrittlewell,  nephew  of  the  late 
General   Hardwick.      By  her  he  had  George  John 

•  See  Hew  EarU-hall. 
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Lacell,  married  to  Eliza  Yandervord.  His  second 
wife  was  Judith  Cause,  second  daughter  of  William 
Cause,  of  Barrow-hall.  He  sold  this  property  to 
Peto,  Brassey,  and  Betts.  The  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  St,  Helen  is  erected  on  this  domain.  The 
old  buildings  have  lately  been  demolished. 

*'Faussetts,  Forsetts,  or  Fossets,"  situate  on  the 
road  to  Sutton,  is  so  called  from  a  Captain  of  that 
name,  who  owned  it  in  1709.  In  1715  it*  was  in 
William  Wallman,f  of  Thorp-hall,  Southchurch,  who 
died  May  7th,  17G1,  aged  58  years.  His  wife  Eliza- 
beth was  daughter  of  Joseph  Conder,  manufacturer, 
of  Leeds  in  Yorkshire,  and  died  May  23rd  1779,  aged 
86  years.  Their  only  child  Elizabeth  married  Joseph 
Pattisson,J  and  they  were  both  admitted  in  1763.  He 
died  in  1817.  Her  death  took  place  in  1825,  and  they 
were  both  buried  at  Maldon.  This  estate  having  been 
secured  to  the  wife  under  her  marriage  settlement, 
she  by  will§  ordered  it  to  be  sold,  when  it  was  pur- 

•  "  And  ye  woods,"  (aoo  parish  book).    This  is  now  called  grove  field, 
f  See  Sonbhchxircli  insoriptiona  for  the  Wallmin  and  Pattlsaon  familj. 

t  The  Pattissons  of  Sonthchurch  and  Foulness  are  descended  from  John 
Fattisson,  who  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  resided  at  Uoy bridge.  His  third 
son  Willioffn  lived  at  Ulting  in  theHandrod  of  Witham.  His  third  son,  Jacob, 
died  io  1709,  whose  eldest  son  Jacob  married  Ea^aboth  Bidwell,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Bidwell.  Their  third  son,  Robert,  married  Rachel  Todd,  and 
died  in  173S.  Their  eldest  son,  Joseph,  above-named,  married  Elizabeth 
Wallman,  of  whose  children  the  eldest  son,  Joseph,  married  for  his  first 
wife  his  cousin  Sarah  Pattison,  and  died  in  18U,  aged  85,  without  issue; 
the  eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  William  Wedd,  of  Foulmire,  Cam- 
bridgeshire; the  second  son,  Jacob,  of  Goggeshall,  married  E.  Unwin,  Of 
the  sons  of  the  latter,  Lieut.  Joseph  Pattisson  was  a  distinguished  Peninsular 
officer ;  another,  Fisher  Unwin,  married  Eliza  Houston,  of  Fort-street,  Spital. 
square.  He  died  in  1875,  aged  78  years,  and  was  interred  in  the  family 
vault  at  the  Independent  chapel,  Coggeshall.  His  son  Jacob,  who  pre- 
deceased him,  married  Emily  Elizabeth  Hawkes,  of  Bishop  Stortford,  Herts, 
leaving  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  Sidney,  who  succeeded  to  the  bulk 
of  his  grandfather's  property,  Julian,  Dora,  Florence,  and  Houston.  Their 
arms  are  an  elm  tree  eradicated,  between  three  pelicans  in  their  neste, 
with  their  young  vulning  themselves.  Crest,  a  pelican  in  her  nest  with  her 
young  vulning  herself,  collared,  ringed,  and  chained  j  the  chain  reflexed 
over  her  back. 

§  The  Harp  farm  in  Eastwood  and  Prittlewoll  was  likewise  thus  settled 
and  sold. 
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cliaBed  by  Col.  William  Wood,  of  4,  Hyde  Park-terrace, 
lately  deceased,  whose  widow  now  enjoys  it. 

Upon  this  farm  exists  the  remains  of  an  ancient  earth- 
work or  intrenchment,8ituate  upon  a  hill,  having  a  gentle 
ascent  from  all  approaches.  It  is  of  an  oval  snape, 
having  two  sides  and  vallum  well  defined.  It  embraces 
about  eight  acres,  and  can  be  traced  throughout  in 
several  fields,  but  the  greater  portion  is  in  Grove  field. 
At  the  south-east  corner,  on  the  Temple  farm,  is  a  cir- 
ctdar  mound,  covered  with  brush  and  timber,  which 
has  been  lowered,  but  still  rises  about  ten  feet  above 
the  surrounding  land.  This  was  probably  the  keep 
or  stronghold. 

'*  Smithers,  Smythies,  or  Coopers,"  was  at  one  time 
in  Joseph  Cooper.  It  was  purchased  by  Robert  Laver, 
of  Prittlewell  Temple,  in  1794.  The  first  notice  we 
have  of  this^family  is  in  1724,  when  John  Laver  occu- 
pied the  Temple.  His  kinsman,  Robert^  above-named, 
succeeded  him  in  1782,  and  left  circa  1807,  and  went 
to  reside  at  Huskards,  in  Ingatestone  parish,  where  he 
died  and  was  buried  in  1812.  He  married  a  Miss 
Wright,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  Thomas^  of 
Prittlewell  Temple,f  married  to  Charlotte  Gillman, 
of  Leigh-heath;  Susanna,  to  B.  M.  Foakes,  of  Dun- 
mow  ;  Elizabeth,  to  William  Truston,  of  Hornchurch  ; 
Charles,  whose  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Cockerton,  of 
New  Hall,  Sutton;  and  Mary,  who  married  Cornelius 
Butler,  Surgeon^  of  Ingatestone.  Thomas  Laver  suc- 
ceeded his  fiither  in  1812;  he  farmed  largely  in  this 
ndghbourhood  and   Foulness,  and  besides  this  had 

*  The  Uie  WUliam  Layer,  of  Bast  Hall,  Faglesham,  was  ooiuin  of 
TkonuM  liATer,  and  son  of  Jokn  Laver  of  Latohingdon.  His  first  wife  was 
Mary  Ann  GKlman,  who  died  in  1816,  she  was  sister  to  Mrs.  Thomas 
LttTer  ;  and  his  seoond,  Lucy,  was  sister  of  the  late  James  Wiseman,  of  the 
Chase,  Pagleahaai.    See  Sntton  insoriptions. 

t  U  was  on  this  farm  in  1820  that  the  last  offence  of  sheep  stealing  in 
Bniglftttd  oooorred,  for  whioh  the  penalty  of  death  was  ezaoted.  See 
Boohfard. 

C     6 
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Norpits,  the  Wick  farm,  or  Nichol  Wick,  in  Canew- 
don,  together  with  the  Rectorial  tithes  of  that  parish, 
and  Shopland  Hall,  in  Shopland,  &c.  His  estates  were 
sold  in  1836,*  and  Smithersf  was  purchased  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Scott  Scratton,  the  present  owner.  This 
farm  was  tenanted  by  Peter  Moorbeck  in  1735.  The 
bounds  between  Prittlewell  and  Sutton  pass  through 
the  house,  leaving  the  pantry  and  brewhouse  to  Sutton. 

"  Jordan's  "  was  in  Jonathan  Wood,  of  Hadleigh, 
who  died  in  1860.  Some  years  previous  to  which  event 
he  sold  it  to  William  Clai*k,  born  at  Saxmundham, 
SuflTolk,  who  died  in  1852,  aged  65  years.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Welham,  of  Rochford,  who  died  in  1868, 
aged  82  years.  They  left  two  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
now  widow  of  William  Adey,  and  Eliza^  married  to 
Thomas  Teader  Marsh.  This  latter  now  owns  it.  A 
large  green  by  the  side  of  this  farm  was  formerly 
known  as  BuU  lane  and  led  to  Polstead  Common.  It 
is  now  enclosed. 

"Moyer's"  land,  called  "Cross  house,  otherwise 
Salmons"  is  situate  partly  near  Cuckoo  lane  and 
Barlings.  This  was  in  Catherine  Moyer,  spinster, 
Avho  succeeded  in  1 763  under  the  will  of  John  Moyer. 
She  died  circa  1831,  and  left  the  property  to  her 
nephew,  John  Heathcote,  of  Charles  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  Middlesex,  who  died  in  1 838  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  the  Rev.  George  Heathcote,  of  Conington, 
in  the  county  of  Huntingdon. 

'' Sulendines"  was  formerly  in  Elizabeth  Asplin, 
widow  of  Jonas  Asplin,  of  Little  Wakering  Hall,  who 
died  in  1774.  It  then  passed  to  her  son,  Francis 
Asplin,  who  died  in  1799.     His  eldest  son,  Jonas 

*  The  whole  of  this  brancli  died  shortly  after  this  eyent.  Mrs.  Layer 
was  baried  at  Dagenham,  with  a  monament.  Of  the  six  children,  five  are 
dead,  bat  tho  fate  of  the  eldest  is  nnknown,  haring  adopted  a  sea^faring 
life,  he  left  his  ship,  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of. 

.  f  Two  fields  called  Bell's  meads,  and  a  third  lying  behind  Jordane,  alio- 
-^ether  about  12  acres,  were  purchased  and  added  to  that  estate,  with  aright 
Tay  to  the  latter  through  Smythies,  now  in  Rey.  T.  Scratton. 
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Asplin,  M.D.,  succeeded  him.  In  1845  it  was  in  his 
brother,  Charles  Asplin,  after  whose  death  in  1864  it 
passed  by  hb  will  to  his  widow,  Margaret  Hannah, 
who  still  survives^ 

The  "  Great  Folly,"  in  1841,  was  in  Thomas  Austen, 
Esq.  It  is  now  in  George  Smith  Hayter,  of  Surbiton, 
Surrey. 

"  Podmans,  or  Potmans,"  alias  the  Little  Folly, 
was  formerly  in  William  Allison.  In  1740  it  was  in 
John  Cook,  Doctor  of  Physic,  who  died  in  1777.  His 
will,  dated  May  29th,  1777,  contains  these  words: 
*'  Item,  I  leave  to  my  wicked*  daughter,  Margaret 
Cook,  my  little  &rm  in  Prjttlewell  and  Leigh  parishes, 
and  all  that  row  of  housesf ,  &c.,  let  lately  to  Mr.  King, 
Jun."  Margaret  Cook  died  area  1790.  The  property 
then  went  to  his  two  grandsons,  Lemuel  Bradley 
Cook  and  George  Cook,  both  surgeons,  who  were  ad- 
mitted in  1793.  They  died  between  January,  1794, 
and  April,  1795.  Maria  Amelia  Cook  and  Emma 
Cook  Cook,  being  minors,  and  daughters  of  Lemuel 
and  heirs  of  their  uncle  George,  were  admitted  to  both 
moieties.  Amelia  Cook  married  George  Adam  Hardess, 
of  Wapping,  who  died  10th  of  April,  1837.  She  died 
in  1 856.     £mma  Cook  Cook  married  Peter  Van  Kem- 

Sn.  His  widow  sold  her  moiety  to  George  Adam 
Eirdess.  It  is  still  in  that  family. 
"  Hungerdowns,"  in  Bunter's  lane,  was  formerly 
in  Morreys  Bertie.  William  Marshall,  of  the  Priory, 
was  admitted  in  1761.  He  died  in  July  1779.  Alice  Price, 
his  daughter,  next  had  it.  It  was  afterwards  in  George 
Adam  Hardess,  of  Wapping,  who  died  in  1837.  In 
1841  William  Tod  Mantz  Jebson  and  George  Clark 
Jebson  were   admitted   as  trustees   of  the  Hardess 

*  ** Wicked"  denote!  a  person  of  weak  intelloct.  It  is  eqaivalent  to 
snder-witted, 

\  The  boa  sea  were  probably  in  Leigb,  but  no  part  of  the  Little  Follj  ox- 
lends  there.  In  failure  of  heirs  it  was  to  go  to  his  kinsman,  the  Rev.  John 
Alexander. 
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family,  and  in  1857  George  Hardess  and  William 
Mantz  Hardess  were  in  possession. 

"  Clatterfields,"  formerly  for  the  most  part  wood- 
land, was  lately  in  John  Hay,  successor  to  Mrs.  Ann 
Hay,  of  London.  It  has  been  for  many  years  in 
Chancery,  but  was  sold  by  a  decree  of  the  Court  in 
1875,  and  is  now  in  Arthur  Bentall,  of  Brick  House, 
in  this  parish. 

^^  Brick  House  "  (see  Leiffh).  A  field  on  this  &rm 
in  Prittlewell,  called  Godfrey  Beaches,  pays  a  quit 
rent  to  the  Lawless  Court  at  Kochford. 

The  greater  part  of  the  ^^  Tick  fields,''  situate  near  Bull 
pond,  were  formerly  in  Chester  Moor  Hall,  and  then  in 
the  Cockerton  family.  The  late  William  Cockerton, 
of  Sutton,  sold  this  to  James  Tabor,*  of  Earls-halL 
Another  field,  called  "  Gutteridge8,"f  so  called  from 
Elenor  Guttridge,  who  owned  it  in  1711,  was  bought 
by  James  Tabor  of  William  Carr,  whilst  the  further 
field  near  the  Blue  Boar  was  purchased  by  the  late 
Thomas  Lindsell,  in  1 818,  of  Mr.  Porter,  of  Cheshunt, 
Hertfordshire.  A  lane  formerly  extended  the  whole 
length  of  these  fields  at  the  back  of  the  village  gardens, 
but  was  suppressed  by  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

"  Leigh  brickfield,"  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  Prittle- 
well,  was  at  one  time  in Turner  and  David 

Mountague.  It  was  then  principally  devoted  to  making 
bricks  and  pipes,  and  is  now  in  Gallichan  and  Co.,  who 
have  gone  into  brown  stone  ware,  making  all  kinds  of 
bottles,  jars  for  pickling  and  preserves,  together  with 
large  quantities  of  drain  pipes  for  sewerage  and  agri- 
cultural purposes,  employing  at  times  50  men  and 
boys,  and  carrying  on  a  large  export  trade  with  all 

*  James  Tabor  aoqnired  this  by  private  oontraot  for  £50  per  more.  It 
would  now  probably  fetch  three  times  that  amount.  Tabor  was  edaoated 
at  John  Stock's  commercial  academy  at  Poplar.  That  astute  pedagogue 
foretold  the  self-reliant  and  far-seeing  character  of  his  pupil. 

f  In  1653  Alexander  Gutteridge  was  one  of  the  surrejora.  One  of  this 
family  was  a  tailor  in  the  Tillage. 
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parts  of  the  world.  The  Pulley  family  (see  Leigh) 
had  property  near  this  place. 

A  map  taken  in  1636  of  the  demesne  lands  of  the 
manor  of  Milton-hall  shows  a  wood  (now  grubbed) 
with  a  lane  thereto  in  this  vicinity.  At  the  recent 
sale  of  the  Scratton  estates  this  was  sold  to  William 
Douglas,  of  South  Kensington,  London. 

^*  Uolemans/'  lately  in  the  Scratton  family,  was  sold 
in  1869  to  the  tenant,  Alexander  Rice  AUerton.  There 
exists  on  this  estate  a  very  venerable  oak,  which  marks 
the  boundary  between  this  parish  and  Eastwood.  It 
was  greatly  injured  by  fire  some  years  ago,  through 
the  carelessness  of  a  crow  boy. 

^^  Shonks,  or  Porters  and  Mustards  tenement,  alias 
Jenkins  Rolphs,"  containing  about  twenty-seven 
acres,  situate  near  Earls-hal^  was  partly  in  Eliza- 
beth Coates,  widow,  in  1767.  She  left  it  to 
Robert  Oamp,  of  Prittlewell,  yeoman,  who  died  circa 
1788,  leaving  it  to  his  daughter,  Ann  Camp.  She 
married  Samuel  Warran,  of  Prittlewell,  glazier.  Her 
heir  was  her  son,  James  Gamp  Warran,  who  sold  it  to 
William  Weld  Wren,  of  Eastwood.  It  was  afterwards 
in  Erasmus  Weld,  who  died  in  1866,  and  bequeathed 
it  to  his  daughter  ^^  Esther,  formerly  the  wife  of 
Matthew  Bayley,  of  Coimbra,  in  Portugal,  since  inter- 
married with,  and  now  the  wife  of  James  Joseph 
Smart,  of  35,  Norfolk-terrace,  Westbourne  Grove, 
Middlesex."  She  was  admitted  in  1867,  and  is  lately 
deceased. 

"  Burnt  oak,**  farm  (see  Leigh)  formerly  in  Dr. 
Cook.  In  1841  it  was  in  George  Adam  Hardess,  and 
is  now  in  that  family.  It  was  for  many  years  in  the 
occupation  of  the  Carrs.  There  is  an  old  Elizabethan 
house  thereon,  but  with  a  modern  date  in  plaster  of 
the  year  1774,  probably  when  repairs  were  executed. 

"  Botelers  Uamstals,  or  Butler  Hamstalls,"  (before 
mentioned)  formerly  in  Anne  Popplewell,  of  Woodford, 
spinster ;  then  in  John  Oliver  Hanson,  4,  Dorset  Square, 
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London,  who  was  a  Director  of  the  Bank  of  England^. 
and  died  drca  1 862,  and  is  now  in  his  son  of  the  same 
name,  of  the  National  Provincial  Bank  of  England, 
Bishopsgate-street. 

^^  Smalldons,''  in  Stopers  lane,  was  held  under 
the  Priory  manor  in  1657  by  Mrs.  Westwood.  In 
the  succeeding  century  it  was  in  the  Case,  Hust,  and 
Morrison  families.  Thomas  Morrison*  {circa  1829) 
left  it  to  his  friend  James  Hutchons,f  who  married  for 
his  second  wife  Catharine  Church  Pa3nie.  He  died  in 
1866.  It  is  now  in  their  son,  the  Rev.  James  Hutch- 
ons,  of  7,  Blandford  Square,  Regent's  Park.  The 
present  house  was  erected  upon  the  site  of  one  that 
was  burnt  down  in  1870,  which  latter,  from  the  date 
thereon,  1666,  proved  it  to  have  been  contemporary 
with  the  fire  of  London. 

*'  Porters,  or  Porters  Grange,"  is  an  estate  formerly 
a  manor,  subject  to  the  Honor  of  Rayleigh,  as  shown 
by  the  book  of  the  Honor,  in  manuscript  compiled  by 
John  Cook,  temp.  Eliz.  (page  476).  It  is  likewise 
mentioned  by  Norden  in  1594  amongst  the  houses 
having  a  special  name.  There  was  formerly  a  grange 
upon  the  farm,  and  to  this  day  it  pays  a  free  rent  both 
to  the  Priory  and  Milton-hall  manors.  An  old  map  of 
the  Manor,  temp.  Rich,  Earl  of  Warwick,  but  unfortu- 
nately without  date,  shows  common  or  waste  land  exist- 
ing where  the  Marine  Parade  now  is,  showing  the  estate 
at  that  time  was  washed  by  the  sea.  We  have  no  clue 
to  the  origin  of  the  name,  although  it  may  be  from  an 
owner,  of  whom  all  trace  is  lost,  but  from  the  fact  of 
its  early  proprietors  being  merchants,  jE>(>rfer9  or  carriers^ 
it  may  be  derived  from  their  pursuits,  or  from  its 
position,  possibly  from  the  French,  "port"  and  ''terre," 
port  land,  or  the  latin  "jporta,"  signifying  an  inlet  of 

•  Seo  BobbetB  Hole. 

f  His  father  was  a  native  of  Fraserbiirgh,  near  Aberdeen,  and  married 
ft  iiiss  FraBcr,  a  distant  relative  of  Lord  Lovat. 
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the  sea  where  a  vessel  may  ride  secure  from  storms,  or 
a  narrow  passage  between  hills.  In  support  of  this 
view  we  find  from  old  maps,  including  Norden's,  that 
broken  ground  intersected  with  channels  formerly  ex- 
isted opposite  Southend  and  Southchurch,  and  Porters 
at  that  aay  formed  a  bay,  corresponding  with  the  line  of 
coast  at  the  present  time,  having  high  clifis  to  the  east 
and  west.  The  house  is  a  fine  specimen  of  English 
architecture,  of  red  brick  of  the  Tudor  period,  with  stone 
dressings,  has  an  entrance  hall  24^  feet  long  by  18  feet 
wide  which  is  lined  with  wainscot  panel  in  oak  of  the 
linen  pattern  (similar  to  those  in  stone  in  Henry  VII. 
chapel  at  Westminster) ;  inserted  in  five  of  these  panels 
are  some  early  carvings  in  oak,  consisting  of  busts  of 
uncertain  date,  being  fine  representations  of  ancient 
kings,  some  of  them  having  the  regal  ball  and  crown, 
but  the  paint  and  gilding  thereon  are  much  worn. 
They  are  exceedingly  curious,  and  they  possibly  em- 
bellished an  older  edifice.  Upon  one  of  them  has  been 
discovered  the  letters  R  O  y .  Within  the  chimney  on 
the  right  hand  side,  a  few  feet  from  the  base,  is  are- 
cess  capable  of  concealing  two  or  three  persons.  The 
house  has  four  stone  mantel-pieces  with  carvings  of  the 
Tudor  rose,  pomegranates,  sunflowers,  &c.,  which  in 
some  of  the  details  resemble  those  at  Eastbury  House. 
There  is  a  spiral  oak  staircase,  large  attics  and  cellars ; 
the  kitchen  door  has  an  iron  grating,  probably  con- 
structed with  a  view  of  noticing  strangers,  and  one  of 
the  bed  rooms  has  a  door  pierced  for  observation  and 
defence,  with  a  trap  door  inside,  and  at  the  corner  of 
this  room  is  an  opening  to  allow  communication 
with  the  kitchen.  The  windows  have  stone  muUions 
with  iron  bars,  and  until  recently  had  diamond  quarries. 
In  the  grounds  in  front  is  a  copious  spring,  called  the 
*'  Lady's  Well,"  which  overflows  and  suppUes  various 
receptacles  in  its  passage  to  the  sea.  The  orchard 
formerly  existed  where  the  farm  buildings  are  now 
situated.  The  first  owner  of  whom  we  have  any  record 
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is  Humphrey  Brown,  and  he  was  probably  the  builder 
of  the  mansion.    Salmon  writes  tbat  ^^  in  llie  chapel* 
is  an  epitath  for  Humphrey  Brown,  citizen  and  mer- 
chant of  London,  and  Gertrude  his  wife,  daughter  of 
John  Brown,  of  Horton,  in  Kent,  Esquire.     He  died 
1592 ;  she  ————."     Now  from  the  book  of  the 
Honor  of  Rayleigh  we  find  Gertruda  Browne  vtii  held 
lands  called  Bynnes  and  Series  in  Prittlewell  (temp. 
James  I.)  of  that  honor,  which  seems  to  show  that 
these  lands  were  a  part  of  and  identical  with  Porters, 
and  on  the  Warwick  map  above  referred  to,  "  Binnis'' 
is  shown  as  being  the  further  field  on  the  Southchurch 
road,  and  a  house  existed  half  way  between  that -and 
the  mansion  we  have  been  describing.     When  Ger- 
trude Brown  died  we  know  not,  as  the  inscription  is 
defaced,  but  it  continued  in  that  family  at  least  another 
generation,  for  in  State  papers.  Domestic,  Car  1,  voL 
299,  No.  6,  is  a  letter  from  Ko.  Salmon  and  John 
Totton,  dated  2nd  October,  1635,  which  throws  light 
not  only  upon  the  owner  of  this  estate  but  likewise 
upon  certain  trees  growing  thereon,   used  as  a  sea 
mark.     This  letter  was  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  and  states  that  Mr.  John  Browne,  ^  a  mar- 
chantt  in  London,  thatt  is  owner  of  certaine  trees 
called  by  the  name  of  porters  trees,  standinge  in  Essex 
in  the  pishe  of  prittlewell,  neere  the  towne  of  Lee  had 
cut  down  one  of  them,  and  intended  to  cut  down  the 
rest,  and  that  thes  trees  are  a  speciall  sea  mark  and 
especiallie  for  his  ma***  ships,  and  hath  ever  ben  re- 
served to  this  daye,"  and  the  petitioners  {n*ay  that  a 
letter  be  written  to  him  to  warn  him  to  the  contrary; 
accordingly  a  letter  was  addressed  by  the  said  Lords 
to  Mr,  John  Browne,  stating  "  they  had  been  informed 
by  the  M'  and  Wardens  of  the  Trinity  house  that  the 
said  trees  are  an  auntient  and  noted  seamarke  for  the 
conducting,  not  only  of  our  charts,  but  especially  of 
his  Mat'""  shipps  and  vessells  in  there  passinge  into 

*  The  cHapel  here  referred  to  is  the  Jesus  Chapel  in  St.  Mary's  oharcb. 
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8nd  out  of  the  rivers  of  Thamise  and  Medway,  and 
that  they  had  be^n  credibly  informed  he  had  alreddy 
cutt  downe  one  of  the  cheifest,  preferring  a  trifle  of 
private  besiness  before  a  great  and  generall  good  to 
ye  pubfique,  wherefore  these  are  to  will  and  require 
yon  not  only  to  forbeare  to  fell  or  cntt  away  any  of 
the  s"^  trees*  but  alsoe  to  take  especiall  care  and  order 
that  they  be  p'sved  from  spoyle.  Here  y"  may  not 
feyle  as  you  will  answere  y*  contrary  att  yo'  p — ^ill." 
Aiier  John  Brown  we  liave  not  traced  the  owners 
nnta  1 727,  when  Josiah  Thwaites,  of  Stepney,  mariner, 
was  owner  of  Porters  Hall,  He  left  it  by  will  to  his 
daughter  Judith,  who  married  Sir  Robert  Clifton, 
Baronet,  of  Clifton  Hall,  Nottinghamshire.  Lady 
Clifkon  survived  her  husband,  and  £ed  in  1766,  having 
by  her  will  given  Porters  to  Mary  Purvis  (nie  Oad- 
ham),  the  wife  of  Greorge  Purvis,  of  Harwich,  gentle- 
man, for  her  life,  and  ^htuled  the  estate  on  the  eldest 
son  of  the  said  Mary  Purvis,  Richard  Purvis,  who  in 
1779  married  Lucy  Leman,  of  Beccles,  Suffolk,  spinster, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Rev.  John  Leman,  of 
Wenhaston.  The  estate  was  again  entailed  on  this 
marriage  and  went  to  the  eldest  son,  Barrington  Pur- 
vis, who  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  in  1820  to 
Amy  LsBtitia  Colville,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Colville,  of 
Lawshall,  Suffolk,  once  more  settled  the  estate.  Their 
only  child  was  Frances  Lsetitia  Philippa,  who  in  1841 
married  Captain  Eelso,  late  of  Horkesley  Park,  Essex. 
Porters  Hall  continued  in  their  possession  until  in 
1868  it  was  sold  by  the  trustees  of  their  marriage 
settlement,  aud  partitioned  in  ten  lots.  The  first  lot, 
including  the  house,  buildings,  the  Lady's  well  and 
29  acres  of  land,  were  sold  to  James  Heygate  for 
£5200.    The  second  lot,  10^  acres  of  pasture  at  the 

*  The  tree«  referred  to  probablj  itood  in  the  field  tJb  the  hack  of  the 
Marine  Pemde,  mnd  in  that  position  npon  lofty  groand  would  be  obeerred 
from  Blaok-tail  point  in  Soiith  Shoebnry  to  the  Nore  light*  and  on  the 
opposite  ooaat  on  both  Bidee  of  the  Xedway.  "Bj  the  statate  of  8  Blisab. 
BOBo  ought  to  oat  down  trees  that  are  a  sea  marke." 
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rear  of  the  Marine  Parade,  was  sold  to  hk  si&ter,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hevgate,  for  Je2700.  The  comer  field,  13 
acres,  was  sold  to  Robert  Venables  for  £2600,  who 
subsequently  acquired  a  frontage  next  the  highway  by 
purchase  from  Daniel  Scratton.  The  right  of  owner- 
ship to  this  frontage  was  determined  by  meansof  a  law- 
suit at  Chelmsfora,  when  it  was  decided  ^^  that  the  south 
side  of  the  road,  formerly  a  private  road  leading  from 
Milton-hall  to  Southchurch,  oounded  on  the  south  by 
a  field  lately  bought  of  Foulgers  or  Porters  estate,  but 
now  belonging  to  Robert  V  enables,  and  extending 
eastward  from  Whitegate  road,  leading  to  Hi£^h-street, 
Southend,  to  a  distance  corresponding  with  the  extent 
of  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  road,  leading 
from  Milton  to  Southchurch  "  appertained  to  Milton- 
hall.  It  was  elicited  from  J.  Vandervord  that  as  far 
back  as  1800  he  remembered  it  to  have  been  a  green 
lane,  used  for  the  private  purposes  of  the  Milton-hall 
estate.  At  the  east  end  was  a  bank  and  gate,  and  at  the 
west  extremity  beyond  the  Hall  was  a  similar  gate, 
thus  enclosing  the  property.*  The  field,  comprising 
nearly  15  acres,  opposite  Porters  was  sold  to  the 
London  and  Suburban  Building  Company  for  £2250, 
whilst  the  gravel  pit  field  (30  acres)  was  sold  to 
Edward  Kilworth  for  je3200,  and  the  rest  of  the 
arable  land  east  of  the  road  leading  from  Porters  to 
Prittlewell  was  acquired  by  the  same  gentleman  at  an 
average  of  about  100  guineas  per  acre. 

The  &mily  of  Heygate,  of  Husbands  Bosworth,  in 
Leicestershire,  were  formerly  located  at  Rendlesham, 
in  Suffolk,  and  at  Peering,  in  Essex,  prior  to  the  16th 
century.      In   1557  Thomas  Higate,f  Highgate,   or 

•  This  lane  was  abont  10  rods  wide,  and  had  nnmerons  white  thorn 
boaheB  of  great  age  growing  therein,  whioh  added  maoh  to  the  sylraa 
beauty  of  the  spot. 

t  He  waa  deaoended  from  the  aintient  family  of  Heygate,  of  the  ooontiea 
of  Baaex  and  Suffolk  2  whereof  was  Reginald  Highgate  who  raised  600 
JSaaex  men  and  went  to  the  siege  of  Havre  de  Gkaoe  in  1562. 
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Heygate,  g£  Hayes,  in  Middlesex,  was  Field-Marshal- 
General  of  the  Army  before  St.  Quintin  under  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke ;  and  Provost-Marshal  in  Scotland 
1560;  buried  at  Hayes,  August  21st,  1576,  under  an 
altar  tomb  now  remaining  there.     His  second  son, 
Thomas  Heygate,  of  Hayes,  was  Provost-Marshal- 
General  under  the  Earl  of  Essex,  at  the  taking  of 
Cales  or  Cadiz  in  1596,  and  was  buried  at  Haves, 
November  25th,  1615.   He  married  Margery,  daughter 
of  Ralph  Skipwith,  of  Parkbury,  co.  Herts.   They  had 
6  sons  and  3  daughters,  of  whom  Thomas  Heygate, 
the  eldest  son,  barrister-at-law,  through  various  losses 
and  misfortunes,  alienated  his  paternal  estate,  and  died 
about  1658   without  surviving  male  issue.     Balph 
Heygate,  the  fifth  son,  married  for  his  second  wife 
Anne,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Spicer,  mayor  of  Exeter. 
Of  the  daughters,  Anne  married  Edward  Heylyn,*  of 
Minster  Lovell,  co.  Oxford,  nephew  to  Rowland  Hey- 
lyn,  of  St.  MaiT,  Aldermanbury,  alderman  and  sheriff 
of  London,  and  first  translator  of  the  bible  into  Welsh. 
Katharine   married  Robert   Tirwhit,  master  of  the 
buck  hounds  to  Charles  I.,  of  the  knightly  &mily  of 
Tirwhit,  of  Eettleby,  co.  Lincoln.    Letitia  married 
Peter  Heylyn,D.D.,f  younger  brother  of  Edward  afore* 
said.  Prebendary  of  Westminster,  chaplain  to  King 
Charles  I.  and  II.,  rector  of  South  Warnborough,  and 
of  Alresford,  Hants,  &c.,  which  livings  were  sequestrat 
ed  during  the  civil  wars*     He  was  a  great  historian  and 
controversial  writer,  being  the  first  that  composed  a 
history  in  1631  of  St.  George  of  Cappadocia,  the  patron 
saint  of  England,  wherein  he  vindicated  the  most 

*  HiB  ton  Hexiiy  waa  a  Oolonel  in  the  Army  of  Charles  I. 

f  See  the  life  of  Dr.  Kejlyn,  written  Ij  hii  son-in-law,  John  Barnard^ 
nJ).,  in  1S88,  and  the  notice  of  him  in  Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Olergj. 
The  doetor  derived  his  pedigree  from  Grons-ap  Hejlyn,  who  was  descended 
from  Brookwel  Skythrao,  one  of  the  prinoes  of  Powis  land,  in  whose  family 
waa  ever  observed  that  one  of  them  had  a  gag-tooth,  and  tiie  same  was  a 
notable  omen  of  good  fortnnei  which  mark  of  the  tooth  was  oontinned  in  the 
doctor's  &mily. 
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noble  Order  of  the  Garter.  He  was  of  undaunted 
loyalty  in  the  worst  of  times,  and  upon  joining  tile 
king  at  Oxford,  being  asked  "  how  he  lived,"  replied 
*^  by  horse  flesh  and  old  leather,**  meaning  by  this,  the 
coach  and  horses  that  had  brought  him  taither,  which 
he  had  sold  and  lived  upon  the  money.  He  died  on 
the  eve  of  the  offer  of  a  bishoprick,  and  was  buried  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  1662.     She  died  in  1668. 

The  eldest  son  of  Balpk  and  Anne  Heygate  was 
Nichdas  Heygate,  of  London,  one  of  the  court  of 
assistants  of  the  Merchant  Taylors  Company,  a  collector 
of  curious  books  and  writings.  He  was  buried  in 
1697,  at  St.  Gregory's,  Old  Fish-street,  London.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cotton,  of  Loughton,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  ShuckburKh,  of  Naseby,  a  fimuly  descended 
from  the  Emperor  Charlemagne.  Their  omy  surviving 
child,  i296^/ Heygate,  of  Christ's  College,  Cambridge, 
afterwards  of  Husbands  Bosworth,  married  Anne^ 
daughter  of  John  Freeman,  of  the  same  place,  and  had 
IfuAolaa  Heygate,  of  West  Haddon,  co.  Northampton, 
whose  wife  was  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Cooke, 
of  Hill  Morton,  co.  Warwick.  He  died  in  1774. 
Their  6th  son,  James  Heygate,  of  Aldermanbury, 
London,  banker,  and  of  Hackney,  Middlesex,  bom  m 
1747,  purchased  property  at  Southend  at  the  comr* 
mencement  of  the  present  century.  He  married 
Sarah,  second  daughter  of  Samuel  tJnwin,  of  Sutton, 
in  Ashfield,  co.  Nottingham,  and  of  Hackney.  He 
died  Mi^  13th,  1833,  and  was  interred  at  Hackney* 
They  left  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  William,  Jamea^ 
and  Elizabeth  Ann.  The  eldest  son,  William  Hey- 
gate, of  London,  banker.  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
1822,  was  created  a  baronet  by  William  lY.  in  183], 
and  was  for  some  time  M.P.  for  Sudbury.  Their 
younger  son,  James  Heygate,  the  purchaser  of  Porters, 
died  July  22nd,  1873,  m  the  90th  year  of  lus  age,  and 
was  interred  in  the  family  grave  in  Frittlewell  church- 
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yard,  where  rest  the  remainB  (^  his  wife  Anna,  Becond 
dau^ter  of  the  late  Edward  Lcmgdon  Macmurdo,  of 
Clapton,  Middlesex,  who  died  September  9th,  1867, 
agM  75. 

Porters^  is  now  in  Miss  Elizabeth  AUce  Heygate 
and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Heygate.  The  arms  are,  gules, 
two  bars  argent,  on  a  bend,  or,  a  torteaux  between  two 
le(^Nirds'  &ces  aznre.  Crest,  a  wolfs  head  erased, 
gules.  These  arms  (without  the  torteaux)  were 
gnnted  tenw.  Henry  YIII.  to  Reginald  or  Reinold 
Highgate,  of  Fering,  in  Essex,  and  were  allowed  (with 
thetorteauxf  for  distinction)  to  this  &mily  at  the 
Herald's  visitations  for  the  city  of  London  in  1 634 
and  1687.  The  mottoes  are  *^  Souvenez  St.  Quintin 
1657,"  and  "  Boulome  et  Cadiz  1696."  These  mottoes 
are  memories'  of  the  campaims  in  which  Heygates 
distinguished  themselves  in  Mary's  and  Elizabeth's 
reign.  We  have  already  given  some  notice  of  a 
branch  of  this  family  in  Ashingdon,  and  we  have  since 
gleaned  from  the  ho6k%  of  the  honor  of  Rayleiffh,  in 
the  1  Mary  1553,  that  Thomas  Heygate§  nolds  the 
manor  of  ^^  Chamberlens  in  Asshyngdon."  After  his 
death  Margaret  ^^  Hyegate/'  his  widow,  daughter  and 
sole  heir  of  Jasper  S^yer,  has  the  same.  Thomas 
Heygate  died  without  issue  of  the  said  Margaret,  who 
sorvived  him,  and  afterwards  married  Thomas  Aver, 
gentleman,  after  whose  death  the  manor  remained  to 

*  Porters  was  tenanted  bj  (George  Manll  in  1668,  by  Robert  Bntler  from 
1008  to  1706,  by  the  Beriman  or  Benjman  family  in  1708.  In  1716  it  waa 
lield  by  Samnel  Webb,  in  1768  by  William  Conder,  in  1763  by  Sdmnnd 
Briggs.  The  Kersterman  family  resided  here  from  circa  1772  to  18S2,  so 
that  the  last  generation  of  that  ilk,  or  nearly  all,  were  bom  here. 

t  The  tinotnre  of  a  torteanx  is  golesy  being  a  roandle  in  the  form  of  a 
bsll,  and  is  sapposed  to  represent  a  wastel  or  oake  of  bread. 

t  This  book  saTS  *'  in  the  reoords  of  the  Ezoheqoer,  15,  Edward  U^  we 
find  that  Biohard,  son  and  heir  of  Boger  Ghamberlen,  or  Chamblayne,  gare 
to  the  king  lOOs.  for  certain  tenements  in  Assingdon  whioh  the  said  Roger 
held  of  the  king  by  the  serrioe  of  one  knighf  s  fee  of  the  honor  aforesaid." 

I  He  snbseribes  his  will  <«  Thomas  Heigate."  In  it  he  beqneaths  lOs.  to 
his  godson,  James  Mower." 
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Edmond  Hygate,  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Heygate  by 
a  former  wife,  by  virtue  of  a  fine  levied  by  the  said 
Thomas  and  Margaret.  Edmond,  or  Edward,  held 
marshes  in  the  island  of  Wallette,  in  the  parishes  of 
Eastwood  and  Prittlewell,  formerly  called  Bartenesse, 
aliaa  Barteressnesse,  and  now  Alfordnesse  (temp.  Eliz.) 
previously  in  John  Aylyf,  citizen  and  Alderman  of 
London,  formerly  bel(»iging  to  the  Priory  of  Prittle- 
well.  The  said  Edmnnd  made  a  state  of  a  parcel 
thereof  to  the  use  of  Grace,  his  wife,  for  Kfe,  for  her 
jointure,  and  afterwards  the  said  Edmund  "  Heygat'* 
and  Grace  alienated  the  manor  to  Thomas  Collen* 
and  his  heirs. 

"  Facons,  or  Fauns,"  now  known  as  the  Thames 
farm,  is  situate  near  old  Southend.  The  house,  which 
is  very  ancient,  has  no  particular  claim  to  notice,  but 
possesses  an  upstairs  room  facing  the  water,  now  sub- 
divided and  otherwise  mutilated,  having  the  walls 
cased  with  oak  panelling,  surmounted  with  an  orna- 
mental cornice,  which  is  in  harmony  with  a  chimney- 
piece  of  similar  design.  This  farm  was  formerly  in 
Daniel  Martin  and  Hester  his  wife.  It  then  passed  to 
his  son,  Charles  Martin,  who  was  admitted  in  1737. 
In  1 743  it  belonged  to  Henry  Delaney  Pigott,  of 
Wandsworth,  in  Surrey,  surgeon,  who  left  it  to  his 
wife,  Ann  Pigott,  cirea  1746.  Ann  Pigott  sold  it  to 
John  Remnant,  of  London,  and  Susannah  his  wife,  in 
1761.  Their  deaths  were  presented  in  1772.  They 
left  two  daughters,  co-heiresses,  Mary  Ann,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Eaton,  of  Matlock,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Timothy  Topping,  of  Chisle- 
hurst,  in  Kent.  Mary  Ann  Eaton's  moiety,  in  1806, 
was  in  George  Asplinf  and  Judith  Kennett  his  wife, 

•  Thomas  OoUen  of  Boohlord,  yeoman,  by  will  dated  6th  day  of  JxaxOf 
1584,  left  hifl  only  son  John  GoUen,  being  of  the  age  of  five  years,  one  third 
of  his  manor  of  Chamberlains.  He  had  besides  two  danghters.  Mazy  Biad 
Johsjma.    It  was  afterwards  in  Bobert  Collen. 

t  HiB  portrait  in  miniotore  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  danghter,  Mrs* 
Bevis. 
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to  whom  he  was  married  at  Lambeth,  November  10th, 
1801.  Edward  Bliss,  of  Tower  Hill,  was  admitted  in 
]  808.  After  his  death  in  1845  it  came  to  his  nephew, 
Henry  Bliss,  formerly  Henry  Aldridge,  D.L.,*  of 
Berkeley  House,  35,  Cambridge  Street,  Hyde  Park, 
since  created  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Portngal. 
With  respect  to  the  other  moiety,  the  death  of  Timothy 
Topping  and  Sarah  his  wife,  formerly  Sarah  Rem- 
nant,f  were  presented  in  1846.  Their  son  Timothy 
was  mate  in  the  "  United  Kingdom,"  a  ship  belonging 
to  the  East  India  Company,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  French  and  detained  in  prison  several  years. 
He  predeceased  his  fiither,  dying  in  1842.  His  son, 
John  Topping,  of  Dartford,  Kent,  was  admitted  in 
1846.  This  moiety  has  lately  been  sold,  in  1875,  to 
Thomas  Arnold,  the  tenant. 

"  Arthurs  Land"  (freehold)  comprises  all  the  land 
whereon  is  erected  the  Ship  Hotel,  the  Brewery, 
Pleasant  Row,  Claremont  House,  Strutt's  Parade,  &c., 
and  is  bounded  by  Facons  or  the  Thames  Farm|  on 
the  east,  by  Porters  on  the  north  and  west,  and  having 
a  frontage  to  the  river  on  the  south,  with  a  beach  or 
common  called  Shelling  ridge.  This  property  originally 
comprised  what  was  then  known  as  Southend,  and 
rated  as  such.  The  farm  buildings  are  situate  on  the 
high  ground  near  the  bog  anli  wood.  We  shall  here- 
after have  to  refer  to  this  property  when  we  describe 
old  Southend,  but  in  1676  we  find  the  following  mem- 
orandum in  the  Prittlewell  minute  book.  "  Whereas 
Mr.  Arthur,  landlord  of  Southend,  doth  deny  the 
parish  of  Prittlewell  liberty  to  fetch  gravel  from  the 
sea  shore,  according  to  their  ancient  custom,  for  the 

*  See  Fcmlness. 

t    Stephen  Aenmaat,  of  Woolwich,  waa  imole  to  the  tiro  heiresses  and 
gnirditw  to  Sarsh. 

X  In  1794  the  Thames  Farm  was  tenanted  hr  Joseph  Barker,  and  was 
IhoB  rated  at  £60,  and  in  1796  it  waa  held  hy  WiUiaa  Barker. 
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mendinflr  of  the  highways,  and  hath  given  order  to  Iub 
taianti  Mr.  Wright,  to  stop  whatever  carts  the  sur- 
veyors m^  send  down;  we,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parish  of  rrittlewell,  do  authorize  the  present  survey- 
ors to  maintain  by  aU  lawful  means  the  privilege,  and 
to  fetoh  gravel  m)m  the  said  commcxi,  beach,  or  shore 
as  we  have  done  timeoutof  nund  without  molestation 
or  hindrancei  and  the  surveyors  shall  have  a  rate 
granted  them  to  reimburse  them  whatever  money  they 
shall  lav  out  in  maintaining  the  privilege  of  fetching 

Savel  from  the  said  common,  beach,  or  shore  against 
r.  Arthur  or  any  employed  by  him."    There  is  no 
record  as  to  the  result  of  this  fracas,  but  we  have 

Save  doubts  whether  the  parish  could  substantiate 
eir  claim,  such  rights  being  vested  in  the  Lord  of 
the  manor.      In  1705  this  was  in  Andrew  Coleman, 
our  authority  being  the  rate  book,  where  it  is  called 
his  own.     It  was  ^terwards,  as  the  Thames  Farm,  in 
the  Martin  &mily,  one  of  whom  fiEU*med  it  in  1738  and 
for  several  subsequent  years.    John  Remnant  became 
the  owner  in  1761.     He  resided  in  a  house  called  the 
Rookery,   part  of  which  is  now  incorporated  with 
Grosvenor  House.     Hops  were  cultivated  on  part  of 
the  land,  and  the  ^^  hophost "  is  still  at  the  Thames 
Earm.      A  lime  kiln  at  that  day  existed  on  Shelling 
ri(^,  near  the  water.     Pleasant  Row  on  the  hill  was 
built  by  him^  and  on  a  square  stone  inserted  in  the 
wall  of  one  of  the  houses  are  inscribed  the  initials  of 
John  Remnant  and  Susannah  his  wife,  with  the  date 
*1767.     There  is  an  entry  in  the  churchwardens'  books 
in  1764  which  shows  the  way  in  which  pews  were 
acquired  by  £unilies  and  came  to  be  regarded  as  private 
property^,  for  it  is  recorded  that  a  ^^  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Ship  at  Southend,  when  John  Remnant,  Esq., 
had  permission  to  build  a  pew  in  Prittlewell  church 
in  the  South  aisle  and  adjoining  south  west  of  the 
south  chancel,  containing  in  depth  8  feet  and  in  front 
11  feet,  the  consideration  money  being  Ss."     After 
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Remnant's  death  the  property  went  to  his  daughters. 
At  the  present  day  it  is  muen  cut  up  and  divided,  but 
the  Heygate  family  possess  the  prmcipal  part  of  the 
land,  together  with  Pleasant  Row,  &c. 

"  Brook  field,"  at  the  end  of  Love  Lane,  on  the 
road  to  Rochford,  belongs  to  George  Wood,  solicitor, 
of  that  town,  who  purchased  it  in  1827.  It  was 
formerly  part  of  the  Harp*  Farm  in  Eastwood. 

^^  Coles  mead,''  situate  near  the  above  lane,  belongs 
to  Camper  Wright.  It  formerly  belonged  to  Captain 
Fosset,  and  subsequently  to  the  Pattisson  family. 

A  messuage  yard  and  garden  near  Bulls  pond  in 
Prittlewell  belonged  to  WUliam  Jeffery,  of  Hadleigh, 
in  1808,  son  of  Robert  "  JeflFeries,"  of  Hockley. 

'*  The  Drapers'  Company"  have  considerable  cottage 
property  in  east  and  north  streets,  besides  2a.  Ir.  13p. 
of  land.  Bridge  House  belongs  to  them.  For  many 
years  this  was  an  appendage  to  a  tan  yard  and  was 
probably  the  place  where  Richard  Legg  carried  on  his 
occupation  as  tanner  in  1650.  He  was  churchwarden 
in  1651-2-3,  and  again  in  1656,  and  had  the  rank  of 
Captain,  probably  in  the  bands  raised  for  the  defence 
of  the  Associated  Counties.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  Frances  Carew,  widow,  of  London,  who  left  him 
executor.  In  1705,  Peter  Jarvies  or  Jar  vis  was  rated 
for  this  tan  yard,  he  was  overseer  in  1696,  and  Church- 
warden in  1700.  In  1724,  Mrs.  Haward  occupied  this 
place,  and  Rowland  Englishf  in  1726.  In  1777,  Mr. 
Blackbom.  In  1782,  John  Hard  wick  was  a  currier 
here  and  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 
He  was  nephew  to  the  late  General  Hardwick. 

*  In  1723«  one  Thomns  Bogenon,  of  Bungay,  Saffolk,  Clerk,  being  a  papist, 
registered  hie  name  as  being  seized  and  possessed  of  one  messuage  or 
tenement  called  **  Harpes,"  with  the  outhouses,  lands  and  appurtenances, 
in  Bastwood  and  Prittlewell,  co.  Essex,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  £10  in  the 
possession  of  one  Henry  Hesketh,  by  a  lease  made  to  him  by  Bogerson. 

t  Rowland  English  was  employed  by  the  Bev.  Thomas  Case,  in  1732.  to 
execute  some  work  at  Sea-church,  and  was  paid  £20  by  hands  of  Humph. 
Hoyles.    (See  Csae's  memorandum  book  at  Wickford.) 

c    7 
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^^  Booseys,"  at  the  back  of  Earls-hall,  in  Cuckoo  lane^ 
belongs  to  the  Rev.  James  Hutchons. 

"  Beards,"  (so  called  from  a  former  owner)  about  4 
acres,  opposite  the  Vicarage  house,  was  formerly  in  the 
Tyrell  family.  The  Rev.  Charles  Tyrell,  of  Thurston, 
in  Suffolk,  sold  it  to  John  Durrivall  Kemp*  in  1779, 
who  built  a  windmill  thereon,  since  pulled  down.  It 
was  afterwards  in  Thomas  Kinsbury,  of  Putney,  of 
whose  representatives,  it  was  purchased  in  1 868,  by 
the  Rev.  S.  R.  Wigram,  Vicar  of  PrittlewelL 

^^  Shepmans,"  adjoining  Beards,  was  formerly  in  the 
Kemp  family,  who  added  to  it  4  acres  of  pasture, 
purchased  of  G.  N.  Prentice.  It  derived  the  name 
from  Thomas  Shepman,  or  Shipman,  then  owner,  who 
held  the  "Blew"  Boar  Inn,  in  1711. 

''Roots  hall,"  situate  in  west  street,  has  a  very 
•ancient  cellar,  with  several  niches  varying  in  size, 
formed  of  flints,  &c.  This  has  no  doubt  been  part  of 
an  older  edifice.  The  property  can  be  traced  under 
this  name  as  far  back  as  1716,  when  William  Shuttle- 
worth  was  rated  for  it;  in  1724,  John  Aylett;  in  1728, 
Thomas  Willard.  In  1770,  Thomas  Saffory  was  the 
occupier,  and  in  1792,  Thomas  Seacole,  an  apothecary. 
John  Durrival  Kemp,  was  then  owner,  Avho  sold  it 
with  a  portion  of  the  land  to  Michael  Saward,  of 
Thorp  hall  Southchurch,  circa  1813.  It  was  after- 
wards in  Captain  Robert  Scallonf  R.N.  in  1815, 
who  married  Saward's  daughter  Rebecca.  It  now 
belongs  to  Mrs.  Jones,  wife  of  G*  J.  Jones,  Surgeon, 
who  resided  here  some  years. 

•  William  Hunter,  of  13,  Westbonrne  Terrace,  HTde  Park,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  in  1852,  married  £1iza,  daaghter  of  John  Barriyal  Kemp.  John 
Abbott  Kemp,  son  of  John  Kemp  of  Broom-hills,  and  nephew  of  the  above 
J .  D.  Kemp,  married  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  John  English  Tabor,  of 
Feunes,  Booking. 

f  The  Capta  n  had  an  amnaiug  way  of  determining  thoTalne  of  his  pigs 
by  always  assessing  them  at  £1  per  head  when  they  wore  unable  to  get 
<iirough  a  hole  in  the  boards  of  his  fence. 
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Another  portion  of  this  property  where  a  mill  stood 
was  sold  to  James  Watson,  miller,  who  was  killed  in 
Great  Wakerin^  Street,  in  1843,  through  his  horse 
running  away.  It  was  then  sold  to  Stephen  Allen,  %Tun. , 
who  resold  it  to  George  Britton,  of  Rayleigh.  It  was 
afterwards  in  William  Hugh  Rankin  who  sold  it  to 
Octavius  Wigram,  Esq.,  father  of  the  present  Vicar, 
who  built  a  handsome  residence  thereon,  and  it  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  son,  the  present  Vicar. 

In  west  street,  facing  the  north,  is  an  old  house 
formerly  known  as  "  Reynolds,"  which,  together  with 
the  land  adjoining,  belonged  in  1766  to  Edmund  Tyrell, 
of  Stowmarket  in  Suffolk.  He  sold  it  to  Daniel  Weld, 
of  Rochford,  who  died  in  1775,  whose  daughter  mar- 
ried Richard  Wren,  Surgeon,  who  afterwards  owned 
and  occupied  it.  He  died  in  1810.  It  then  went  to 
his  son  the  late  Williaiii  Weld  Wren,  of  Cocksey- 
Hurst,  Eastwood,  and  is  now  in  his  eldest  son,  William 
Weld  Wren,  of  Fenchurch  Street.  This  house  is  re- 
markable for  some  examples  on  the  south  and  Avest 
sides,  of  pargetting  of  a  very  delicate  and  artistic 
character,  of  early  17th  century  work,  and  for  an  ex- 
ternal niche  in  a  chimney,  above  the  roof,  evidently  of 
an  earlier  period. 

There  is  an  old  house*  in  east  street  called  "  Church 
Lodge,"  inhabited  by  Henry  J.  Price,  owner  of  "  The 
Elms  '*  and  other  property  in  the  town.  It  retains  an 
interesting  specimen  of  a  brick  chimney  of  the  15th 
century,  originally  external  to  the  house,  but  noAV 
included  within  the  walls  by  the  extension  of  the  front. 
The  face  of  the  upper  stage  is  divided  by  a  horizontal 
band  into  two  compartments  each  enriched  with 
beautifully  worked  trefoil-headed  arches.  Mr.  Price 
is  one  of  the  Uneal  representatives  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Kingsman,  originally  of  Burnham  Avhere  they  were 

•  This  hoiue,  in  1610,  was  owned  by  Jamca  Richard  Aylyf,  and  in  1810 
by  fiamaby  Flaok,  saddler. 
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settled  for  many  generations  prior  to  the  1 7th  century, 
one  of  whom,  Jasper  Eingsman  a  Barrister  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  acquired  Considerable  estates  in  the 
Hundreds  of  Chafford  and  Barstable,  and  was  of 
Stifford  Lodge  and  Ardem  Hall,  in  Homdon  on  the 
Hill.  He  died  the  15th  of  September,  1704,  in  the 
86th  year  of  his  age.  Another  of  this  family,  like- 
wise named  Jasper  Eingsman,  of  Stifford  Lodge 
served  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  in  1758-9.  For 
the  descent  of  the  Eingsman  estates  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  Morant  in  whose  time  Ardern  Hall  was  in 
possession  of  Benjamin  Eingsman.  The  last  male 
representative  of  the  family  was  William  Eingsman, 
who  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Clay  hall  in  Stifford ; 
Ardern-hall  in  Homdon  ;  Brissemers  and  Homdon 
market  ;  and  of  Bruyns  in  South  Ockendon,  who 
having  wasted  and  alienated  his  property,  died  at  a 
very  advanced  age,  in  London.  He  had  one^aughter, 
Sarah,  and  one  son,  Benjamin,  who  died  at  Portsmouth 
sine  prde  et  vitd  patris.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  John 
Jefferies,  a  miller,  originally  of  Billericay,  and  then  of 
Prittlewell  Hamlet,  by  whom  she  had  six  daughters 
and  one  son,  of  whom  Ann,  Susannah,  Hannah,  and 
tTohn,  of  Wickford  Castle,  survived  her.  Ann 
married  Peter  Price,  father  of  H.  J.  Price  above  men- 
tioned, Susannah  to  Thomas  Bragg,  Hannah  to 
Samuel  Bigsby,  of  Chelmsford,  and  John  to  the  widow 
(n^e  Sopwith)  of  John  Dancer  and  Robert  White. 
The  Kingsmans  gave  for  their  arms.  Per  pale,  Az. 
and  Gu.  three  saltires  Arg.  Crest,  a  buck  lodged  ppr. 
in  fern  Vert,  which  are  displayed  in  the  church  of  South 
Ockendon,  and  upon  their  tombs  in  the  church  of 
Homdon  on  the  Hill.  The  same  appears  aleo  upon  a 
tomb  in  Burnham  churchyard,  impaling  Cooch  of 
Crixea,  a  serpent  erect  nowed.  The  inscription  com- 
memorates Sarah  the  wife  of  John  Eingsman,  "  "whose 
^mily  hath  continued  parishioners  from  the  year  1660 
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5r  Registers."  This  Sarah,  tormerly  Cooch,  died  22nd 
anuary,  1 703.  We  are  enabled  through  the  researches 
of  H.  W.  King,  Esq.,  of  Bow,  to  assign  to  the 
Kingsmans,  a  more  remote  ancestry  than  they  claim 
for  themselves  upon  this  monument,  for  John  Kynges- 
man  who  lived  at  Pa^etts  in  the  ac^oining  parish  of 
Althome,  and  died  tnere  in  1523,  was  possessed  of 
lands  and  tenements  in  that  parish  and  in  Burnham, 
Southminster,  and  Woodham  Ferris.  He  was  son  of 
John  Eyngesman  and  Alice  his  wife ;  and  by  his  own 
wife  also  named  Alice,  he  left  a  son  John,  and  a  daugh- 
ter Margaret,  having  also  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a 
cousin,  (or  nephew^  which  cousin  at  this  date  and  long 
afterwards  very  coiiimonly  signifies,)  named  John 
Kyngesman.  This  obviously  carries  the  location  of 
the  family  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burnham,  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  they  were  probably  there 
even  earlier.  This  John  Kyngesman  was  an  opulent 
yeoman  of  the  time  and  was  buried  at  Althorne  Church. 
The  pump  near  the  bridge  was  erected  in  1814,  at 
the  expense  of  the  parish.  The  first  record  of  a  bridge 
is  in  1678,  when  a  meeting  was  held  to  support  Josias 
Unthank  in  obtaining  an  order  to  compel  tne  inhabi- 
tants of  Milton-hamlet  to  pay  to  the  building  of  the 
new  bridge  in  North  Street.  This  was  probably  a 
foot  bridge,  as  one  of  this  description  was  extant  in 
1800  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road  next  the  pump, 
which  was  removed  the  same  year  and  the  present 
bridge  erected.  Previous  to  this,  travellers  with  horse 
or  cart  had  to  pass  through  the  ford. 

The  Priory  of  "Pritwell  or  Pitorels,"  subject  to 
the  monastery  of  Lewes  in  Sussex,  dedicated  to 
St.  Pancrace,  was  pleasantly  situated  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  north  from  the  church.  The  present  mansion 
is  partly  erected  on  the  remains  of  the  monastery, 
whilst  some  portion  of  the  latter  is  incorporated  in  the 
modern  edifice. 
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With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Goodman, 
Architect,  of  Southend,  and  the  kind  permission  of 
Mr.  Leith,  we  are  enabled  to  give  our  readers  a  detailed 
account  of  these  remains*  and  the  probable  position  of 
the  church  now  pulled  down.  The  monks  were  un- 
doubtedly occupied  repairing  and  building  here  as  late 
as  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  as  shown  by  the  roofs  of 
the  Refectory  and  Chapter  House,  still  existing.  This 
refectory,  now  curtailed,  situate  at  the  south-east 
angle  of  the  present  mansion,  contains  part  of  the 
modern  offices  and  bedrooms.  The  original  north 
wall  now  exists  for  the  greater  part  of  its  length,  though 
it  can  hardly  be  pronounced  to  be  of  the  time  of  its 
founder,  but  together  Avith  its  Avindowf  of  Early 
English  character,  with  the  dog-tooth  ornament,  hign 
up,  so  as  to  over-top  the  lean-to  Cloister  roof,  is  un- 
doubtedly very  ancient,  circa  A.D.  1200  to  12^50.  On 
the  nortn  it  was  approached  by  the  present  door  from 
the  Cloister  Court,  near  which  was  lately  discovered,  in 
a  recess,  some  mutilated  sculptures,  which  are  now  wall- 
ed in.  This  building  is  25  feet  within  the  walls  and 
was  originally  about  70  feet  in  length  ;  its  floor  was 
level  with  the  cloisters  and  its  walls  3|  feet  in  thickness, 
and  18  feet  rise.  The  original  barrel  or  cylindrical 
stone  vaulting  of  this  room  has  been  removed, 
probably  from  decay,  and  the  present  massive  framed 
fan  timber  roof  (temp.  Henry  VII.)  erected  in  its 
stead,  of  sound  oak,  and  with  tie  beams  of  surprising 
depth  and  width.  Part  of  the  open  roof  of  the  Chapter 
house  still  exists.  It  is  22  feet  in  width  by  32  feet  in 
length,  and  is  more  modem  and  elaborate  in  its  details 
than  that  of  the  Refectory,  and  covers  the  modern 
drawing  room,  beneath  which,  are  two  ancient  cellars 

*  Mr.  Goodman  has  prepared  plans,  drawings,  and  an  elaborate  essay 
which  he  intends  publishing. 

t  Two  of  similar  design  were  remoyed  by  D.  R.  Scratton  upon  the  for- 
mation of  additional  bedrooms. 
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(opening  into  the  Cloister  court,)  constructed  partially 
of  chalk,  whose  arches  support  the  drawing-room. 
In  the  hall  is  a  wide  open  fire-place  with  mould- 
ed stone  jambs,  and  head  of  late  Tudor  character ; 
this  is  however  a  modern  erection  and  is  placed  so  that 
it  blocks  up  the  original  approach  to  the  cellar  which 
was  by  an  arched  door-way  in  the  south  wall  which 
still  exists.  The  cloister  garth  was  on  the  same  site 
as  the  modem  kitchen  court*.  It  formed  a  paralle- 
logram of  some  60  feet  north  and  south,  by  48  feet 
east  and  west.  The  north  of  this  court  is  bounded  by 
a  wall,  partly  built  of  stone,  which  in  all  probability, 
is  coincident  as  to  its  foundations  with  the  south  wall 
of  the  church.  North  of  this  wall  was  the  cemetery. 
As  many  as  16  skeletons  have  been  disinterred  in 
recent  times,  during  the  formation  of  forcing-houses 
and  other  garden  operations.  They  were  found  about 
three  feet  from  the  surface,  and  one  of  them  was  seven 
feet  one  inch  in  length.  Another,  inclosed  within  a 
leaden  coffin,  upon  which  was  laid  a  cross,  composed 
simply  of  two  strips  of  common  quarry  lead,  was  found 
only  1 8  inches  below  the  surface,  whilst  putting  up  the 
scaffold  poles  for  the  new  stables.  From  the  situation 
of  this  coffin,  which  was  quite  distinct  from  the  com- 
mon place  of  sepulture,  the  interment  probably  took 
place  within  the  fabric  of  the  church  or  annexed  chapel. 
This  may  possibly  contain  the  remains  of  Thomas 
Richardf  of  Prittlewell,  who  died  in  1488,  and  by  will 
ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  churchj  of  the 

*  ThiB,  in  the  memory  of  old  inhabitante  was  paved  with  stone,  and  had 
a  ledn.to  roof,  partially  snrroanding  it. 

t  See  his  will  in  the  transactions  of  the  Essex  Arohsoological  Society, 
7ol.  v.,  Partly.,  page  286.  He  had  property  in  Kent,  Surrey  and  Berkshire. 

I  Tradition  says  that,  the  roof  of  the  ohanoel  of  Wickfurd  Charoh,  just 
demolished,  came  f^om  this  Monastery.  It  is  of  oak,  of  early  Tudor  design, 
enriched  with  roses,  flear-de-lis,  and  other  bosses,  and  is  intended  to 
ornament  the  roof  of  the  now  building. 
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blessed  Mary,  of  the  Monastery  of  Prittlewell,  before 
the  image  of  **our  Ladye  of  Pity." 

The  out  houses  mentioned  by  Morant  are  now  pul* 
led  down.  The  stables,  surmounted  by  a  dove  house, 
stood  to  the  west  of  the  present  house,  close  to  the 
old  inclosure  fence.  The  windows  and  doors  were 
arcaded  in  stone.  The  old  tithe  bam  formerly  stood 
in  a  low,  opposite  the  house  to  the  south|  and  after 
the  sale  of  the  tithes  to  the  owners  of  Earls-hall  was 
conveyed  to  that  estate,  but  an  exchange  was  effected 
between  Major  Scratton  and  Sir  Richard  Neave,  in 
1810,  the  Major  receiving  the  bam  and  site,  and 
granting  the  Baronet  half  an  acre  of  the  park,  adjoin- 
ing the  public  road,  upon  which  has  been  erected  a 
dog  kennel.  There  were  formerly  several  granges  in 
this  parish,  one  of  which  was  near  otopers  lane,  another 
on  Porters,  and  a  third  on  Snells  in  the  hamlet.  They 
were  probably  appendages  to  the  Priory,  as  most 
ancient  religious  establishments  had  houses  on  their 
estates  from  whence  they  derived  their  grain  and  wooL 
This  priory  was  founded  within  the  demesne  of  Rayleigh, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  XL,  by  Robert  de  Essex,  son  of 
Suene,  for  the  monks  of  the  order  of  Clugni,  and 
dedicated  like  the  parish  church  to  St.  Mary.  It  was 
a  cell  to  the  alien  priory  of  Lewes  in  Sussex.  The 
biography  of  this  family  has  received  additional  light 
in  these  latter  days,  and  dispels  the  suppositions  of 
former  authors.  The  descent  of  Suene  has  been  matter 
of  some  controversy  ;  by  some  writers  he  was  thought 
to  have  been  of  Danish  origin,  but  it  has  been  conclu- 
sively proved  from  a  passage  in  William  of  Poictiers, 
chaplain  to  the  Conqueror,  that  he  was  of  Norman 
origin,  being  son  of  Robert  Fitz  Wimarc,  and  grand- 
son of  a  noble  Norman  lady,  named  Guimare,  anglicised 
into  Wimarce.  This  family  were  related  to  the  Con- 
queror, and  appear  to  have  been  of  the  number  of  those 
who  owed  their  settlement  in  England  to  the  favor  of 
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Edward  the  Confessor.  Robert  Fitz  Wimarc,  who 
was  staller  or  standard  bearer  to  that  King,  stood  at 
the  bed's  head  in  personal  attendance  upon  his  royal 
xnaster  and  dying  king,  and  supported  bun  in  his  arms 
when  he  related  his  vision  and  uttered  words  of  awfiil 
warning  to  the  English  nation,  and  was  probably  present 
when  Edward  spake  the  words,  "  To  thee  Harold  my 
brother,  I  commit  my  Kingdom/'  It  was  this  Robert 
who  after  the  death  of  Tostig  and  Harold  Hardrada  at 
the  decisive  fight  of  Stamfordbridge,  conveyed  the  news 
to  William  at  Hastings,  by  a  messenger,  with  an  errand 
designed  to  persuade  the  Duke  to  give  over  his  enter^ 
prise,  and  return  to  the  Continent,  as  he  would  bring 
about  his  utter  overthrow  if  he  ventured  to  fight,  as 
the  Norman  army  would  count  for  no  more  than  so 
many  barking  curs,  when  matched  with  troops  flushed 
with  victory  over  the  greatest  warrior  of  the  known 
world.  It  is  needless  to  say  he  had  mistaken  his 
man  ;  William  thanked  him  for  his  advice,  but  refused 
to  draw  back.      « 

After  the  great  battle  he  was  confirmed  in  his  pos- 
sessions by  the  conqueror  and  was  living  in  1076. 
His  son  Suene  succeeded  him,  who  seems  to  have  built 
the  castle  of  Ravleigh  between  the  death  of  his  father 
and  the  Domesaay  survey  in  1086.  The  period  of  his 
death,  his  place  of  burial,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  are 
alike  unknown.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Robert 
Fitz  Sweyn  de  Essex  the  founder  of  this  priory  as 
before  mentioned,  who  married  Gunnora,  a  daughter 
of  Roger  Bigod.  In  the  foundation  charter,  which 
was  signed  by  him  in  the  Chapter  House  at  Lewes, 
in  the  presence  of  Alberic  de  Ver  and  Robert  his 
brother,  with  other  persons  of  less  note,  he  states  that 
he  founded  this  religifus  house  for  the  souls  of  himself 
and  his  wife,  of  his  fiEither  and  mother,  and  his  grand- 
mother Beatrice.  Among  the  Anglo  Normans,  it  was 
a  common  custom  to  found  on  their  baronies  a  con- 
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ventual  establishment,  which  thus  became  the  chief 
seat  of  their  religious,  as  the  castle  was  of  their 
temporal  interests. 

Robert  appears  to  have  embraced  the  cause  of  Matilda, 
and  forfeited  the  title  of  hereditary  standard  bearer  by 
an  act  of  Stephen,  which  office  was  restored  to  his  son 
Henry  de  Essex,  by  Henry  II.  He  was  constable  to 
that  monarch,  and  accompanied  him  in  an  expedition 
against  the  Welsh,  when  he  covered  his  name  with  in* 
famy  by  his  dastardlv  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Coles- 
hill  or  Coleshulle  in  Flintshire,  in  1163,  placing  the  life 
of  the  king  in  great  danger.  Whilst  the  army  in 
ignorance  of  an  ambuscade  was  incautiously  threading 
a  narrow  defile,  Owen  Gwynned  and  Rees  ap  Gryffith, 
the  princes  of  North  and  South  Wales,  who  with  their 
retainers  were  concealed  in  the  adjoining  woods,  with 
hideous  shouts  attacked  the  invaders,  and  a  voice 
exclaiming  that  the  king  was  slain,  the  Earl  of  Essex 
threw  down  the  royal  standard  and  flying,  it  was  not 
without  great  personal  exertion  that  the  king  could 
arrest  the  speed  of  the  fugitives,  and  restore  order  in 
the  army.     The  slaughter  was  prodigious. 

Giraldus  Cambrensis,  in  his  Itinerary  gives  a  des- 
cription of  the  place  when  travelling  through  the 
country  some  years  after  the  battle,  and  speaks  of 
proceeding  by  a  long  and  tremendous  journey,  and  of 
experiencing  great  trepidation  by  being  obliged  to  pass 
the  pathless  deserts  through  the  dense  and  darksome 
woods,  where  Henry  "suffered  for  his  rash  presump- 
tion.'' Six  years  after  this  event,  Essex  was  accused 
by  Robert  de  Montfort,  of  cowardice  and  treason  on 
this  occasion.  He  fought  his  accuser  at  Eeading  in 
the  presence  of  the  King,  and  was  vanquished.  By 
law,  his  life  was  forfeited,  but  (be  monarch  exercised 
his  clemency,  and  confiscating  his  vast  estates,  com- 
pelled him  to  wear  the  cowl  among  the  monks  of  the 
adjacent  abbey.     Later  researches  have  proved  Morant 
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in  error  respecting  his  marriages  and  descent.     His 
mother  was  named  Gunnora,  and  by  his  first  wife 
Cecily,  he  had  a  son  named  Henry.     His  second  wife 
was  Alice,  daughter  of  Robert  de  Yere  and  of  Alice 
de  Montford,  (widow  of  Gilbert  de  Gant,)  his  wife. 
By  this  last  he  became  possessed  of  the  honor  of 
Haganet^  or  Hanghley  in  Suffolk,  and  in  the  second 
and  third  years  of  Henry  II.  he  was  sheriff  of  Bed- 
fordshire and  Buckinghamshire.     He  had  two  other 
sons,  Hugh  and  Robert,  the  latter  a  clerk,  who  are 
supposed  to  have  been  by  this  lady,  who  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  and  was  living  in  1185, 
then  80  years  of  age,  and  in  possession  of  ner  dower, 
the  manor  of  Clavering.     After  the  attainder  of  Henry 
de  Essex,  his  descendants  were  deprived  of  their  in- 
heritance, and  apparently  sunk  into  the  position  of 
Knights  and  country  Gentlemen,  and  never  again  rose 
to  any  eminence  or  position. 

This  priory  being  an  alien  one,  was  subject  to  several 
confiscations  on  that  score.  Edward  I.,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  with  France,  in  1285,  and  again  in 
the  23rd  year  of  his  reign,  took  into  his  hands  all  the 
priories  alien,  throughout  the  kingdom,committingthem 
to  officers  under  him,  allowing  every  monk  eighteen- 
pence  a  week,  and  retaining  the  rest  for  the  charge  of 
his  war  against  Scotland ;  and  Edward  III.  at  his  entry 
into  his  French  wars,  A.D.  1337,  confiscated  the  goods 
and  possessions  of  the^  orders  of  Cluni,  belonging  to 
greater  monasteries  beyond  the  seas,fraught  with  aUens, 
and  strangers,  especially  Frenchmen,  but  when  the  wars 
were  ended  in  1361,  he  granted  them  all  back  again,  by 
letters  patent,  retaining  the  profits  which  he  had  taken 
for  23  years.  In  the  47  th  year  of  his  reign,  the  priory 
of  Lewes  in  Sussex,  with  the  several  cells  belonging 
thereto,  were  made  Indigena  or  denizen.  The  en- 
dowmentf  and  revenues  of  Prittlewell,  besides  the 

*  Thia  is  sometimes  called  Haghele,  Hawle,  Hagneth  and  Hagaley. 
^  See  Bishop  Tanner's  Ifotitia. 
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manors  and  demesnes  here,  and  the  church  of 
Prittlewell^,  were  the  churches  of  Eastwood  and 
Sutton,  called  at  the  time  of  the  foundation,  only  chapels 
to  Prittlewell,  the  manor  of  Great  Shoebury,  lands  in 
North  Bemflett  and  Hadley,  Eytcot-marsh  in  Canvey, 
with  all  the  tithes  of  that  island,  the  tithes  of  Foulnese- 
island  and  tithes  in  Packlesham,  Great  Wakering, 
Great  Warleyf ,  and  Wethersfield.  The  churches  or 
rectories  and  advowsons  of  the  vicarages  of  Canewdon, 
Clavering,  Eastwood,  North  and  South  Shoebuiy  in 
this  county,  and  of  Stoke  Neyland  in  Suffolk;  the 
advowsons  of  the  rectories  of  Great  Horksley,  East 
Mersey,  Raley,  Rawreth  and  Wickford. 

The  founder  ordained  that  the  Prior  of  Prittlewell 
should  pay  to  the  Prior  of  Lewes,  on  the  feast  of 
S.  Pancras,  a  mark  of  silver,  yearly,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment. Soon  after  Thomas  Becket,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  became  a  great  patron  of  this  Priory,  and 
Hubert  dc  Burgh  subsequently  was  a  favourer  of  monks 
of  this  jfraternity.  They  enjoyed  a  great  reputation 
for  sanctity,  and  upon  the  death  of  Queen  Eleanor, 
Edward  I.  issued  a  writ  to  all  the  religious  houses  and 
monks  of  Cluny,  in  England  to  sing  masses  and  prayers 
for  her  soul,  to  purge  it  from  all  the  remaining  spots  of 
sin,  and  to  certify  him  the  number  of  the  masses  they 
would  say  for  her,  that  proportionably  he  might  thank 
them. 

In  1518,  saith  Weever,  a  great  contention  arose  be- 
tween the  two  houses,  and  John,  Prior  of  Prittlewell, 
broke  from  his  subjection  to  Lewes,  and  refused  to 

*  From  the  oatalogne  of  enrolments  of  Ezoheqaer  of  Pleai,  Vol.  18,  page 
148,  we  find  that  '*  Petrns,  Vicar  of  the  Chnroh  of  Fritewell,  aoknowledgea 
to  a  payment  of  20  lbs.  of  wax  annually  to  the  Prior  of  Pritewell — ^37  Bd. 
3m,  89d." 

f  Newoourt  says,  **  There  were  lands  here  with  the  tyths  thereof,  and  a 
messnage,  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Prittlewell, 
lyhioh  ^tiiB  they,  A.D.  1613,  John  Eston,  then  prior,  nnanimoaaly  granted 
to  Thomas  Kelson,  Bector  hereof,  and  to  his  sncoessors,  upon  payment  of  a 
-early  pension  oi  XXs.  in  recompense  of  the  said  tyths  and  messaage." 
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pay  the  usual  acknowledgment.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  some  of  the  priors.  W.  was  prior  between 
the  years  1213  and  1226.  Simon  de  Waltham  in  1241, 
presented  by  the  prior  of  Lewes,  and  accepted  by  the 
King,  although  the  patronage  of  the  same  was  then  in 
the  crown,  the  honor  of  Essex  being  in  the  King's 
hands.  William,  orior  of  Prittlewell.  Nicolas  de 
Cokefeld,  Pri.  of  Cliff,  preferred  to  this  priory  upon 
the  resignation  of  William  12 1 8.  Peter  de  Montellier 
made  prior  upon  the  death  of  Cokefeld,  by  John,  Prior 
of  Lewes,  in  1290.  Henry  de  Fautrariis,  prior  in  1308. 
Giles  de  Seduno,  prior  in  1 309 .  Thomas  de  Shelmestrod 
in  1310.  Will  de  Anmumaco  or  Avemus,  in  1311. 
James  de  Cusancia,  in  1316.  Guichard  de  Chentriaco, 
preferred  by  the  Prior  of  Lewes,  in  1360.  Francis  de 
Bangiaco,  in  1 361.  John  Eston,  in  1513,  and  Thomas 
Norwiche,  who  was  prior  at  the  suppression  in  the  27th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  when  the  Parlia- 
ment gave  the  King  all  monasteries,  not  having  £200 
per  annum  in  revenue,  leaving  it  to  the  conscience  and 
piety  of  the  King,  not  to  suffer  the  ministers  of  the 
church  to  decay,  or  learning  to  be  minished,  or  the 
poor  and  miserable  to  be  unrelieved. 

That  he  betrayed  this  trust  is  well  known.  Spelman, 
in  his  history  of  sacrilege,  says,  his  purpose  is  not  to 
defend  the  iniquities  of  th^monks  and  friars,  but  what 
he  laments  is  **  that  the  wheat  perished  with  the  darnel, 
things  of  good  and  pious  institution  with  those  that 
abused  and  perverted  them.  Works  of  charity  whereby 
the  poor  were  universally  relieved  through  the  kingdom, 
were  cut  off  and  extinguished,  many  thousand  master- 
less  servants  turned  loose  into  the  world,  and  many 
thousand  of  poor  people  which  were  constantly  fed  and 
clad  went  about  starving.  Every  monastery  had  an 
ambery  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  besides  to  most  was 
attached  an  hospital  for  travellers,  and  an  infirmary 
or  spital  for  the  sick  and  diseased,  with  attendants  to 
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take  care  of  them."  The  monks  were  good  fanners, 
their  revenues  were  spent  at  home,  they  frequently 
educated  the  monied  classes,  were  good  landlords, 
their  tenants  usually  holding  their  lands  for  life. 

Mr.  Dibdin,  in  his  Metrical  History  of  England, 
called  ^^  Truth  and  Ignorance,"  quotes  an  old  ballad, 
wherein  a  rustic,  much  displeased  with  the  stoppage 
of  the  hospitality  exercised  by  the  Monks,  exclaims  : — 

''  Ch'U  tell  thee  what,  good  fellow 

Before  the  vriars  went  hence 

A  bushel  of  the  best  wheate 

Was  zold  for  vourteen  pence; 

And  vorty  egges  a  penny. 

That  were  both  gocSi  and  newe; 

And  this  che  say  myself  have  scene. 

And  yet  I  am  no  Jew." 
The  priory,  which  at  the  dissolution  contained  only 
seven  monks,  and  was  valued  according  to  Dugdale 
at  £155  lis.  2d.  per  annum,  passed  into  the  same 
hands  as  the  manor,  which  has  already  been  shown. 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  great  opportunity  was  lost, 
at  the  suppression  of  these  religious  houses,  of  turning 
their  revenues  to  some  national  good,  instead  of  be- 
stowing the  lands  upon  court  favourites,  &c.,  whose 
descendants  in  most  cases,  very  shortly  squandered 
their  illgotten  gain .     Libraries  of  English  and  classical 
literature  were  in  most  cases,  irreparably  lost,  and 
converted  to  the  biEisest  uses.     The  right  of  sanctuary, 
which  the  monasteries  enjoyed,  was  afterwards  con- 
fined to  parish  churches  and  church-yards,  cathedrals, 
hospitals,  and  collegiate  churches,  and  Henry  YIII. 
excluded  all  from  t&s  privilege  who  had  been  guilty 
of  high  treason.    Under  Edward  VI.  it  was  still  further 
limited,  and  totally  abolished  by  James  I. 

Monastic  life  dates  from  the  fourth  century,  but  is 

■"nposed  to  have  been  introduced  into  Britain  by 

gius,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth.     The  most  re- 
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markable  form  perhaps  was  that  of  the  pillar  monks, 
a  custom  which  arose  in  427  ;  one  of  tnese,  Simeon 
Stylytes  jDnr,,  lived  sixty-eight  years  upon  various 
pillars.*  The  order  of  the  Benedictines,  from  whence 
those  of  Clugni  originated,  received  their  name  from 
Benedict*!*  ^  monk  of  Sublaquam,  in  the  diocese  of 
Tyber,  who  afterwards  retired  to  Monte  Cassino,  where 
he  died  in  the  year  542.  Hia  rule  has  been  a  code  of 
law  to  every  Benedictine,  and  a  text  book  for  princes 
desirous  of  learning  the  art  of  government.  One  of 
the  most  famous  religious  houses  of  this  order  was 
situated  at  Cluny  or  Clugny,  a  town  of  France  in 
Burgundy,  lying  between  two  mountains,  on  the 
Grosne,  eleven  miles  N.  W.  of  Macon.  This  stately  abbey, 
founded  by  William,  Duke  of  Aquitaine  in  the  year 
910,  was  the  home  of  refinement  and  learning,  the 
retreat  of  pious  princes  weary  of  strife.  Its  halls  were 
princely,  and  its  church  was  the  largest  edifice  of  its 
kind  in  France,  being  620  feet  in  length  and  120  in 
width.  Bernard  de  Mortain,  one  of  its  monks,  com- 
posed a  hymn  called  ^^  Hora  Novissima,"  of  surpassing 
beauty.J 

Abbot  Odo,  in  927  perfected  or  reformed  the 
Benedictine  rules,  restored  the  discipline,  but  added 
many  ceremonies  and  much  rigour.  Ultimately  it 
declined,  through  wealth  into  indolence  and  luxury. 
Riches  spoiled  its  original  purity,  by  corrupting  the 
simple  rule  of  St.  Benedict  and  neglecting  the  manual 
labor  of  former  days.  The  Olugniacs  were  first  in- 
troduced into  England  by  William  Earl  Warrenne, 
son-in-law  to  the  Conqueror,  who  founded  the  first 
house,  in  1077,  at  Lewes,  in  Sussex,  dedicated  to  St. 
Pancratius  or  Pancras,  a  young  Phrygian  nobleman, 

*  See  Gregory's  history  of  the  Christian  Church. 

I  See  B  lecture  on  the  Honastio  order  of  St.  Benedict,  delivered  at  the 
BtrsttOiam  Hall  Institution,  in  1866,  by  the  Bey.  W.  L.  BeU,  M.A. 

X  See  Chritftian  Magazine  of  June,  1865. 
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mart^ed  at  Rome,  A.D.  304  under  the  Emperor 
Dioclesian. 

The  abbot  of  this  house  was  the  High  Chamberlain 
and  sometimes  Vicar-general  of  the  abbot  of  Clugny, 
and  exercised  a  supervision  over  the  English  houses 
of  the  order,  which  sent  large  portions  of  their  surplus 
revenues  to  Clugny.  The  Clugniacs  retained  the 
Benedictine  habit,  the  exterior  of  which,  was  black, 
a  colour  used  symbolically  as  betokening  they  were 
dead  unto  the  world;  the  crown  of  the  head  was 
shaven  and  the  circlet  of  hair  left,  si^iified  the  crown 
of  thorns  worn  by  our  Redeemer.  Their  dress  con- 
sisted of  a  loose  black  gown  with  sleeves,  also  a  black 
cowl  or  hood  to  cover  the  head.  This  was  symbolical 
and  represented  the  six  wings  of  the  Cherubim,  namely, 
the  body  part  of  the  gown,  two;  the  sleeves,  two;  and 
the  cowl,  two.  Beneath  the  gown  was  a  scapulary  or 
sleeveless  tunic,  fitting  close  to  the  body,  typical  of 
armour  against  the   devil.     The  monks  of  Cluny 

Srepared  tnemselves  the  bread  for  the  holy  Eucharist, 
rst  of  all  selecting  the  wheat  grain  by  grain, 
sifting,  washing  and  grinding  the  meal.^  They  then 
boulted*  it  and  baked  the  wafers  in  iron  moulds. 
Silence  was  strictly  observed  among  them  at  certain 
hours  bv  day  and  night,  making  use  of  signs  instead 
of  words,  and  they  observed  this  until  the  hour  of 
primef ,  and  after  compline  J  they  refrained  from  eating. 
Services  were  celebrated  in  the  church  attached  to  the 
monastery  at  all  the  canonical  hours,  commencing 
with  vespers  or  evening  prayer  about  sunset,  followed 
by  compline  at  9,  to  beg  God's  protection  during  sleep ; 
at  midnight  the  three  Noctums  or  matins  were  sung, 
which  was  the  longest  part  of  the  offices;  lauds  were 

*  A  miller's  term  for  sifting  the  meal. 

*  The  serrice  said  at  sunrising. 

?he  laat  eerrioe  of  the  day  appointed  by  Abbot  Benedict. 
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appomted  for  cock-crowing  or  about  the  break  of  day^ 

then  at  6  a.m.  prime  was  recited,  followed  by  terce  (9)» 

sext  (12),  tod  nones  (3).     Seven  hours  were  allotted 

by  St.  Benedict  for  manual  labor,  and  two  hours  for 

reading,  but  in  the  reformed  orders,  manual  labor  was 

grtdaally  superseded  by  reading  and  meditation,  and 

a  portion  of  time  during  the  day  was  allowed  for  sleep, 

bat  only  to  those  who  had  attended  all  the  services* 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  occupied  by  the  meals,  during 

^ich   a    reader    entertained  the  community  with 

extracts  from  the  Lives  of  the  Saints.     Monks  always 

slept  in  their  clothes,  were  always  buried  in  the  dress 

of  their  order,  sometimes  in  the  cloisters  or  under  the 

pavement  of  the  ambulatory,  &c.     There  existed  a 

belief  that  all  who  died  professed  monks  entered  into 

Paradise,  so   that  many  wished  to  be  entombed  in 

monastic  habits.  Milton  in  ^^ Paradise  Lost"  refers  to 

tliis  folly,  Book  3,  478), 

''  And  they  who  to  be  BXire  of  Paradise^ 

Dying,  put  on  the  weeds  of  Dominic ; 
Or  in  Franciscan  think  to  pass  disguised ; 

Thej  pass  the  planets  serea.^'' 

The  charities  of  this  parish  •consist  of  10s.,  as 
directed  by  the  donor,  Thomas  Joslyn,  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  Churchwardens,  who  have  from  time 
to  time  duly  examined  and  signed  the  account  of  the 
distribution  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  charity, 
made  by  the  parish  officers  of  Rodiford.  This  money 
is  received  by  the  Churchwardens  at  irregular  periods, 
and  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchasing  of  bread  or 
coals,  which  tkey  distribute  in  the  winter  time  axnoDg 
the  aged,  infirm,  and  deserving  poor  of  thia  parijph„ 
not  excepting  those  receiving  relief. 

Brown's  Charity  was  founded  by  XW>naa|9i  Browir^ 
who  by  will  dated  16th  March,  16V^  and  proved  lA 

c    8  ' 


531  THE    HISTOBY    OF 

1625,  left  his  wife  and  brother  certain  copyhold  land 
and  houses,  consisting  of  a  messuage,  garden,  and 
three  acres  of  land  called  Forman's,  and  one  other 
messuage,  garden,  and  seven  acres  of  land  called 
Cutt's  lands,  heriotable,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Great 
Stambridge,  in  Essex,  for  life,  and  after  their  death 
unto  the  Parson  and  Churchwardens  of  this  parish, 
and  to  their  successors  for  ever  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  people  which  should 
be  dwelling  in  the  said  parish  from  thenceforth  for 
ever.  At  a  court  held  for  the  manor  of  Much 
Stambridge  the  14th  May,  1654,  Edward  Staynes, 
Phillipp  Bowes,  and  Thomas  Binkes,  of  Prittlewell 
produced  an  order  made  by  the  governors  of  the 
Charter  House,  in  1653,  which  they  prayed  might  be 
enrolled,  which  declared  the  said  will  void  for  want  of 
an  heir,  and  the  lands  were  escheated  to  them,  being 
lords  of  the  said  Manor  ;  yet  being  willing  to  favour 
the  intent  of  the  said  Thomas  Brown,  ordered  that 
the  said  lands  be  granted  to  three  feoffees,  in  trust  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  this  parish,  so  that  the  rents 
thereof  should  be  distributed  to  them  by  the  said 
Parson  and  Churchwardens,  upon  condition  that  line 
and  heriot  should  be  duly  paid  upon  the  decease  of 
any  one  of  the  said  feoffees  and  upon  every  such 
decease,  the  survivors  should  nominate  another  feoffee, 
and  in  case  these  conditions  were  not  complied  with, 
the  said  lands  should  remain  to  the  lords  of  the 
Manor  for  ever,  whereupon  the  said  E.  Staynes  and 
two  others,  on  behalf  of  the  said  parish  were  admitted 
to  the  said  land,  &c.,  on  condition  that  the  survivors 
of  the  said  trustees,  should  upon  the  death  of  any  one 
of  them,  pay  to  the  lords  of  the  said  Manor  a  heriot 
of  £4,  and  cause  another  person  to  be  admitted  at  the 
next  court.  The  property  of  the  charity,  subject  to  an 
annual  quit  rent  of  J  Ss.  due  to  the  lords  of  the  Manor, 
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oonaistsof  two  closes  of  copyhold  land,  one  marsh  and 
the  other  arable,  being  freehold,  containing  together 
17a.2r.7p.,  situate  in  Great  Stambridge,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  parish  Church  ;  upon  the  east  side  of 
the  land  stands  a  boarded  cottage,  to  which  is 
attached  a  small  garden.  The  rent  due  to  the  parish 
is  distributed  by  the  Vicar  about  Christmas  amongst 
all  the  deserving  poor  belonging  to  the  parish,  a 
preference  being  given  to  those  who  are  not  in  the 
receipt  of  parochial  relief,  and  also  to  decayed  trades- 
people, the  sum  given  to  each  object  varies  from  £5 
to  Ss.  The  following  reference  apparently  to  this 
property  is  contained  in  the  minute  book  of  this 
parish,  dated  July  6th,  1655  : — '*Mem.  that  the 
date  and  year  above  written,  the  writings  of  William 
Buxton's  land  which  were  in  Captain  Staple's  hands, 
and  delivered  by  him  unto  Capt.  Stanes,  were  then 
by  the  free  consent  of  the  said  WQliam  Buxton,  and 
the  parishioners  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Josias 
Barret  of  this  parish,  the  elder,  as  a  trust  for  the  said 
will,  and  were  in  number  8,  that  is  to  say  6  in 
parchment  and  2  in  paper."  There  is  a  record  in 
this  book  dated  **1657,  £5  of  Stanbridge  money  paid 
to  George  Fuller,  of  Prittlewell,  blacksmith,  for  the 
preferment  of  Nathaniell  Abbott,  a  parish  child,  now 
apprentice  to  the  said  George  FfuUer."  In  con- 
sequence of  Southend  having  been  made  a  new  parish 
or  ecclesiastical  district  in  1842.  and  no  apportionment 
of  these  charities  having  been  made  by  any  competent 
anthori^,  an  application  was  made  in  1865,  by  the 
Incumbent  and  Churchwardens  of  Southend  to  the 
Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and 
Wales,  who  decreed  that  half  the  annual  proceeds  of 
diis  and  Josljoi's  charity  should  be  paid  over  to  them, 
or  their  successors  for  the  time  being,  and  distributed 
according  to  the  intentions  of  the  donors?. 
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The  Charity  Commissioners  in  their  report  seem  to 
have  overlooked  several  charities,  a  copy  of  one  d 
which  was  inserted  in  the  minute  book  of  the  parish, 
being  an  extract  from  the  registry  of  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury,  by  William  Heard,  Vestry 
Clerk,  in  1819.  ^^  In  the  last  will  of  Jasper  Kings- 
man,  late  of  Horndon,  on  the  Hill,  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  Esqui^re,  deceased,  dated  1st  January,  1700, 
are  the  words  following  : — Also  I  do  give  and  order 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  of  lawful  money  of 
England  to  be  paid  within  one  year  after  my  decease 
unto  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Prittlewell,  in  the  said  County  of 
Essex,  for  the  time  being  to  be  laid  out  upon  a  stock 
of  ewe  sheep,  and  the  produce  and  profit  thereof  to 
remain  unto  the  poor  yearly  for  ever,  keeping  the 
stock  good.  I  do  also  give  to  twenty  of  the  poorest 
and  most  industrious  persons  of  Prittlewell,  aforesaid, 
twenty  shillings  of  lawful  money  of  England,  to  be 

?aid  unto  them  every  five-and-twentieth  day  of 
)ecember  in  the  morning — to  be  paid  unto  them  by 
my  Executor  or  his  assigns  for  ever  out  of  my 
messuages,  lands,  and  tenements."  This  will  was 
proved  in  London  30th  September,  1704,  by  Josiah 
Kingsman,  his  executor.  To  the  query,  what  has 
become  of  this  donation  ?  the  answer  is,  the  sheep 
have  long  ago  been  butchered,  and  the  annual  dona- 
tion b  forgotten,  and  probably  irrecoverable.  We 
may  state  that  a  bequest  under  the  same  will  was 
made  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Orsett,  payable  out 
of  lands  in  Corringham,  which  is  still  received  and 
distributed  there.  There  is  this  difference  between 
the  two  cases,  whereas  in  the  bequest  to  Orsett,  the 
lands  upon  which  the  settlement  is  made  are  minutely 
described,  whilst  in  that  to  Prittlewell  it  is  general 
and  vague,   and  the  property  of  the   donor  is  now 
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sabdivided,  and  some  perhaps  cannot  be  traced,  but 
it  was  possibly  lost  by  non  claim. 

Salmon  has  preserved  an  epitath  in  the  church 
yard  for  Henry  CuUick  ♦  of  Prittlewell,  yeoman,  who 
died  in  1637.  He  was  Overseer  in  1632,  and  Con- 
stable in  1635.  This  Cullick  bequeathed  a  legacy  of 
£\  per  annum  to  the  poor.  The  minute  book 
records,  his  widow  paid  it  in  1649,  1651,  1652,  and 
in  1655.  On  April  15th,  1661  is  the  following 
memorandum  : —  "  There  is  due  to  this  parish  of  Mr. 
Cullick's  gift  in  arrears  at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ellis, 
which  was  the  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Cullick  for 
five  years  £5.  It  appears  from  this  that  the  payment 
ceased  upon  her  marriage  with  Ellis,  and  there  ie  no 
further  notice  respecting  it. 

The  origin  of  the  present  school  dates  from  A.D., 
1727,  in  which  year  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  the  Rev.  Thomas  Case,  Rector  of  South- 
church,  and  Curate  of  this  parish,  and  Daniel  Scratton, 
lord  of  the  Manor  of  Priors,  whereby  the  loi'd  con- 
sented to  enfranchise  a  certain  tenement  near  the 
bridge,  called  Glynd's  and  other  lands,  f  which  were 
then  surrendered  by  the  said  Rev.  Thomas  Case,  and 
given  for  scholastic  purposes.  Trustees  were  duly 
appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  T.  Case,  the  lord  of 
the  Manor,  and  the  upper  Churchwarden  of  this 
parish.  After  the  death  of  Case,  his  son,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Case,  Rector  of  Wickford  succeeded  to  the 
trustee-ship,  and  it  subsequently  was  invested  in  the 
Vicar  of  this  parish,  the  lord  of  the  Manor  and  the 

*  Seo  notice  of  his  wife,  Htry  Cnlliok,  from  the  minate  book,  having 
Uoenee  from  Rer.  T.  Peck  to  eat  fleeh  in  Lent,  in  1636. 

Sir  Unmfrej  Mildmaj  lending  an  aooonnt  ofdefaalterfl  in  ship  money. 
Nor.,  1686,  reports  Henry  Calliok,  of  Prittlewell,  chief  constable,  a 
defanlter,  and  as  very  insolent  and  false  as  any,  and  his  partnen.  Jervis. 
Hnghton,  of  Bochford,  and  to  be  both  of  them  distrained  apon. 

f  Gaae^s  School  lands  are  described  as  being  late  the  estate  of  Samuel 
Meti,  and  before  of  Peter  Jarris,  and  heretofore  of  Matthew  Case. 
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upper  Churchwarden  for  the  time  being.      Besides 
Glynds,  there  was  a  parcel  of  garden  and  one  orchard 
thereto  adjoining,  and  a  garden  Ijdng  near  the  path- 
way    leading     from    Prittlewell     Priory    towards 
Prittlewell   Church  on  the  east,  and    also  a  small 
parcel  of  land,  parcel  of  a  cottage  and  garden,  called 
Bampston's,  containing  in  length  45  feet  and  a  half  ; 
and  also  a  croft  of  land,  containing  two  acres,  called 
Mill  Croft,  with  the  appurtenances.     This  prq)erty 
was  subject  amongst  other  services  to  the  annual  free 
rent  of  9s.  to  the  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Prittlewell, 
which  is  now  absolved.     It  was   ordained  that  10 
poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Prittlewell  should  be 
taught  freely  to  read  and  write,  and  be  instructed  in 
the  catechism  and  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England. 
In  the  year  1739  a  further  grant  was  added  to  the 
former  endowment,  and  the  number  of  children  for 
whom  education  was  provided  increased  to  16,  and  it 
is  recorded  on  a  tablet  recently  in  the  Church  that 
"  Daniel  Scratton  by  two  deeds,  the  one  dated  1727 
and  the  other  1 739  gave  a  house  and  garden  for  the 
schoolmaster's  occupation,   and  also  20a.  2r.  25p.* 
of  land  in  this  parish  for  educating  16  poor  children 
of  this  parish  for  ever,"     The  fact  is,  the  endowment 
of  1 727  was  the  gift  of  Case  and  Scratton  jointly,  that 
of  1739,  Scratton's  solely.    The  two  acres  mentioned 
in  Case's  gift  is  situate  about  the  centre  of  the  parish, 
near  Eark-hall  Manor  Farm,  known  as  Mill  Croft, 
and   a  garden  and   cIose,f   &c.,  near  the   Bridge, 

*  This  very  nearly  aooords  with  the  parochial  measurement. 

f  There  is  a  doonment  existing,  signed  by  William  Heard,  Sohoolmaster 
and  Vestry  Clerk,  to  the  effect  that  the  cottage,  garden,  and  orchard,  fW>m 
the  Priory  gate  towards  Prittlewell  Ghnrch,  east,  have  been  taken  from 
the  said  charity  many  years.  In  consequence  of  this  belief— the  Com- 
missioners called  for  the  title  deeds  of  the  party  now  in  possession 
thereof,  but  failed  in  discovering  any  ground  for  such  belief.  They  report 
they  could  learn  nothing  respecting  the  deed  of  1799. 


ROCHFORD    HUNDRED.  536 

eoataining  about  one  acre  and  a  half.  According  to 
the  Gliarity  GommiBsioners'  report,  '^the  property 
given  by  D.  Scratton  in  1739  consisted  of  four  closes 
cxf  arable  land,  containing  about  15}  acres  contiguous 
to  a  farm  called  Barlands."  The  name  of  this  land 
was  Jackhards  alias  Hardisland,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  formerly  wood  ground  and  some  pasture. 
It  was  bought  by  Harden  Camper,  of  Thomas 
Willard,  of  Roots  Hall,  in  1738,  for  the  sum  of  one 
hondred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  by  Camper  sold  to 
Daniel  Scratton,  of  Broomfield.  The  original  School 
was  of  lath  and  plaster,  but  an  additional  room  of 
brick  was  built  in  1817,  by  Robert  Scratton.  This 
was  devoted  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  boys,  and 
the  old  school-room  was  appropriated  to  girls,  who 
were  then  first  introduced  to  be  educated  under  a 
adioolmistress.  The  schoolmaster  has  always  been 
appointed  by  the  Trustees.  The  system  of  the  late 
Dr.  Bell  was  introduced  in  1817,  the  benefit  of 
the  endowment  extended  to  a  larger  number  of 
children,  an  addition  made  to  the  schoolmaster's 
salary  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  the  receipt  of 
a  penny  a  week  from  all  the  children  except  the  free 
scholars.  Upon  the  application  of  the  Vicar,  the 
site  of  the  old  school  was  exchanged  in  1 866  with  the 
consent  of  the  Tithe  Commissioners,  the  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  the  Trustees  of  the  School,  and  others,  for 
the  old  Vicarage  house  and  garden,  situate  near  the 
Church,  when  new  schools  were  erected,  to  which  the 
Wigram,  Scratton,  and  Heygate  families  mainly 
contributed. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parish  were  appropriated  to 
the  Priory  here,  and  a  Vicarage  appointed  which 
continued  in  their  gift  till  the  suppression.  Then 
they  were  granted  by  Henry  VlII  to  Thomas 
Audeley,    Esq.,  who  presented  to    the  Vicarage  in 
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1589.     He  conveyed  them  in  1551  to  Robert,  son  of 
Richard   Lord   Riche,  in  whose  posterity.  Earls  of 
Warwick,  they  continued  till,  upon  the  failure  of  issue 
male,  they  came  among  the  co-heirs.     Daniel  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  having  them  allotted  to  him,  made  an 
exchange  of  the  Vicarage  with  the  Bishop  of  London 
in  1698,  for  the   Vicarge  of  Okeham   (see    under 
Leigh).      It   remained    in   the  gift  of  the  See  of 
London  until  the  recent  transfer  to  that  of  Rochester. 
The   Rectorial  tithes    on  the  main   land,  after  the 
division    of    the    property    amongst    the    Earl   of 
Warwick's  coheirs  were  probably  sold   with   Earls 
Hall  to  Messrs.  Werge  and  Lomax,  and  after  passing 
through  various  hands,  were  at  length  vested  in  the 
Neave  family.      The   Rectorial    tithes    in    Canvey 
Island  were  sold  by  Daniel  Earl  of  Nottingham,  to 
Daniel  Scratton  of  Billericay,  and  now  belong  to  his 
decendant,    D.     R.    Scratton.     The    tithes    of  the 
"  district  of  Canvey  •  Island  in  the  parish  of  Prittle- 
well "  were  apportioned  by  agreement  in  1839,  in  the 
time  of  Robert  Scratton.     They  were  commuted  for 
i;190  per  annum,  and  the  estimated  number  of  acres 
was  616.     The   land   at  that   time  was  owned  by 
Jonathan     Wood,    George    Bullas,     John    AUiston, 
William  Hilton,  Emma  Kerr,  the  Rev.  John  Rowland 


•  See  Canrey  Island  for  the  Vicar's  income.  In  Gongh's  British 
Topogfraphy,  Vol.  1,  p.  368  is  <*  an  exact  narrative  of  many  surprising 
matters  of  fact  incontestibly  wronght  by  an  evil  spirit,  or  spirits  in  the 
house  of  master  Jan  Smagge,  farmer,  in  Canvey  island  near  Leigh,  in 
Rsaez,  upon  the  lOih,  13th,  14th,  16th,  and  10th  September  last,  in  the  day 
time,  in  the  presence  of  the  Ber.  Mr.  Lord,  curate  to  the  said  island,  Jan 
Smagge,  master  of  the  house,  and  of  several  neighbours,  servants,  and 
strangers,  who  came  at  different  times  at  Mr.  Lord's  particular  oare  to 
discharge  his  duty,  and  their  curiosity  led  them  to  this  place  of  wonders. 
Together  with  a  short  account  of  some  of  the  extraordinary  things 
or^ibly  said  to- have  formerly  disturbed  the  house,  both  before  and  since 
Mr.  Smagge  came  into  it,  the  utmost  caution  being  used  not  to  exceed  the 
truth  in  the  minutest  circumstance.  In  a  letter  from  Maiden  in  Essex, 
to  a  gentleman  in  London,  Lend.  1709,"  8vo. 
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Berkeley  and  Charles  Berkeley.*  A  certified. copy 
of  this  agreement  is  kept  in  the  parish.  The  tithes 
on  the  main  land  were  commuted  in  1841.  The 
rectorial  belong^  to  Sir  Arundel  Neave,  Bart.,  and 
were  commuted  at  i!!1094  10s.,  except  the  Vicarial 
Glebe^  which  land  when  let  pays  a  sum  of  8s  per 
acre.  The  Vicarial  tithes  were  commuted  at  £323 
lis.,  except  the  Vicar's  Glebe  which  pays  a  further 
sum  of  2s.  6d.  per  acre  to  the  Vicar  when  not  in 
hand.  A  great  deal  of  land  in  this  parish  is  exempt, 
or  partially  so  from  tithe,  and  is  simply  subject  to  a 
modus,  the  Priory  lands  pay  10s.  per  annum  to  the 
Vicar  ;  Fawcett's  and  part  of  Cole's  mead  pays  £1  ; 
Brook  field  situate  at  the  top  of  Love  Lane,  on  the 
road  to  Rochford,  pays  a  prescriptive  or  customary 
payment  of  Is.  ;  the  Great  Folly  pays  £1,  and 
Clatterfields  pays  £1  per  annum.  The  Vicar  has 
likewise  2  acres,  2  roods,  35  poles  of  glebe,  upon  which 
the  present  Vicarage  house  is  erected.  The  site  of 
the  old  house  was  exchanged  for  that  of  the  old 
School.  After  which  the  site  of  the  latter,  together 
with  the  premises,  were  sold  in  1868  with  the  consent 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  the  proceeds 
invested  in  3  per  cent,  consols  for  the  benefit  of  the 
living.  Newcourt  says  that  ^^Middleton  alias  Milton 
temp.  14,  Car.  I,  was  subject  in  spiritual  matters  to 
the  Dean  of  Booking.  There  was  likewise  a 
messuage  called  Reynolds,  which  belonged  to  a 
chantry  in  Hatfield-Regis,  and  was  granted  to  Walter 

*  One  of  these  farms  formerly  in  moieties  called  Leigh  Book,  was 
sold  bv  the  Ezeontriz  of  the  late  Henry  Wood  to  William  Clark,  of  Mackinff 
Hall,  Hacking,  in  1869,  for  £5,550.  (bee  Canrey).  This  island  was  placed 
under  Commission  by  act  of  Parliament,  32,  of  George  HI.  There  are  24 
Commissioners  who  possess  a  very  interesting  map,  made  by  James  Asser, 
hi  1793,  wnich  gives  the  circumference  of  the  island  as  13f  miles.  The  total 
cf  the  Aree  lands  are  2267  acres,  3  roods,  and  30  poles,  and  the  third  acre 
lands,  called  **  Dutch  Charity,"  comprise  776  acres,  8  roods,  17  poles; 
The  ohnroh-yard  contains  23  poles.  This  has  now  been  enlarged,  and  a 
new  Church  built  in  1875. 


539  THE  KI8T0&T  OV 

Far,  and  Ralph  Standish,  in  2,  Edward  YI,  in  eapke. 
Terrier  1637.  An  Imprt^r.  no  Glebe  belonging  to 
the  Vicar,  saving  the  fees  and  dnes,  and  50g.  yearly, 
for  one  Croft,  called  Hounds  Croft."  The  pariah 
Church  like  the  demolished  Priory  Chapel  is  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary.  *  It  is  the  fairest  and  largest 
in  the  Hundred,  and  comprises  chancel,  south  chi^l, 
called  Jesus  chapel,  nave,  south  aisle,  porch,  and 
west  tower.  With  respect  to  the  Tower,  an  eminent 
ecclesiologist  has  declared  it  to  h^puret  dmpU^  not  to 
be  surpassed  in  the  county,  and  not  one  can  compare 
with  it,  its  proportions  being  perfect,  and  in  character 
resembles  tnose  of  Somersetshire,  and  dates  from  llie 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  The  tower,  f  which  in  1773 
was  surmounted  by  a  vane  is  perpendicular,  and  of 
stone,  and  of  four  lofty  stories  in  height,  the  walk  are 
constructed  of  random  coursed  masonry  finished  with 
stone  dressings.  The  buttresses  on  the  angles  rise 
nearly  to  the  base  of  the  top  story  ;  their  breadth 
ccmtinued  up  the  angles,  (the  walls  of  the  story  being 
recessed),  aetermines  the  diameter  of  the  large 
octagonid  pinnacles  at  the  comers  ;  the  pinnacles 
with  enriched  cornices  and  embattled  parapets  that 
overhang  are  surmounted  with  lofty  and  elegant 
crochetted  spires,  and  finials.  These  pinnacles  were 
in  progress  of  completion  in  1469,  as  proved  by 
the  wiffis  of  Thomas  Warde,  of  Prittlewell,  yeoman, 
who  left  6s.  8d.,  and  John  Quyk,  of  Berlonds,  in 
Prittlewell,  gentleman,  who  bequeathed  the  same 
year  xls.  for  the  same  object.  The  belfry  story  has 
grand  windows  with  deeply  recessed  jambs,  cusped 

*  The  Marvgold  (GoZmdula  Q^eiiuiUa)  U  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  upon 
the  feaet  of  the  AnniiDoiation,  and  the  snow-drop  (Ookmi^itf  Ninaiu)  on 
Febmary  8rd,  to  her  poriflcation.  In  the  middle  ages,  and  in  modem 
timeii  the  white  lily  has  been  the  emblem  of  ohaatityy  henoe  the  Viigis 
Hary  ie  often  represented  with  a  lily  in  her  hand  or  by  her  side. 

f  The  Tower  was  formerly  oorered  with  ivy,  which  was  partly  destroyed 
by  a  storm.    In  1765  is  a  record  of  a  payment  of  Is.  6d.  for  ostting  it. 


KOCUFORO  HUNDRED.  540 

afohes  and  bold  massive  labels.  £aqh  story  is 
separated  by  a  strbg  coarse^  the  parapet  chequered 
with  flint  and  stone,  is  embattled.  On  the  south  side 
ham  been  a  lean-to  roof,  as  seen  by  a  row  of  corbels 
and  a  stone  weathering.  This  buUding  was  probably 
a  kind  of  pent-house  ;  or  it  may  have  been  the 
lodging  of  the  guild  and  chantry  priest  as  at  Laindon, 
East  Homdon  and  Rettendon,  or  it  may  have  been 
a  reclusorium.  The  internal  <Umen8ion  of  the  Tower 
is  15  feet  by  14  feet  6,  the  walls  are  five  feet  in 
thickness,  and  the  oeiling  of  the  basement  composed 
of  massive  moulded  beams,  enriched  with  rosettes, 
and  supported  with  curved  struts  from  stone  corbels 
in  the  side  walls.  The  third  story  has  a  clock  face, 
and  a  notice  of  a  clock  and  bells  ^  is  to  be  found  in 
the  minute  book  in  1663,  when  John  Norris  was 
chosen  sexton,  ^^upon  condition  that  he  keep  the 
dock  orderly,  and  ring  the  bell  duely  at  4  of  the 
dock  in  the  morning,  and  at  eignt  at  evenings 
banning  at  Hallomas  and  continuing  till  Candle- 
mas." Then  we  have  a  memorandum  in  1 666  that 
Geo.  FfuUer,  blacksmith,  mended  the  clapper  of  the 
biggest  bell,  and  had  for  it  the  sum  of  ten  shillings. 
The  belfry  story  has  four  triple-light  windows  widi 
lofty  inner  arches.  In  1853  there  were  seven  bells, 
three  were  cast  in  1603  f  and  bore  the  following 
inscriptions  : — ^*  Love  God  and  man.  God  save  his 
Chvrch.  Jhesus  be  our  spede."  The  tenor  weighing 
about  16icwt.,  had ''John  Darbie  made  me  1682'' 
(cracked).    Another  '^  Pack  and  Chapman  of  London 

*  The  old  oldmhig  bftrrek  were  lying  abeat  ae  Itimber  about  75  yean 
ag^ 

t  A  traditum  enata  that  the  bella  of  Prittlewell  came  from  Boohford 
dunrefai  in  exohaage  for  the  market  which  waa  taken  from  Prittlewell  to 
Boohford  in.  the  time  of  Anne  Boleyn,  who  disliked  the  sonnd  c^  the  bella. 
Aa  the  three  oldest  bella  at  Prittlewell  are  of  inch  an  ancient  date,  and  aa 
Beaiy  YHIth's  reign  ended  in  1647}  this  popular  delnaion  has  no  foundation 
whaterer.    (See  Boohford). 
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fecit,  1773."  This  beUfeU  down  in  1772  and  was 
taken  to  London  and  recast  by  Mr.  Pack/ the  cost 
being  £30  8s.,  and  the  hanging  £2  18s.  6d.  The  6th^ 
a  treble  bell,  was  re-cast  in  18(^5,  and  has  ^^  Thomas 
Hears  and  Son  of  London, /?aV,  1806."  The  cost  was 
£26  4s.  3d.  The  last  is  the  small  bell  weighing  Icwt. 
3  qrs.  for  the  clock  to  strike  upon.  This  is  likewise 
by  Mears,  which  together  with  the  present  clock,  an 
eight-day  one,  was  purchased  in  1800,  of  Thwaites  of 
Clerkenwell,  for  the  sum  of  £77  10s.  The  peal  of  six 
bells  are  in  the  key  of  F,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
treble,have  been  recast  in  1872  by  Mears  and  Stainbank, 
the  representatives  of  Mears  and  Co.  They  are  re- 
hung  in  a  new  oak  frame  capable  of  holding  eight, 
with  a  view  to  the  future  addition  of  two  trebles. 
For  many  years  Prittlewell  was  noted  for  its  ringing* 
There  is  an  entry  in  1788  of  the  days  sanctioned  for 
this  purpose  which  were  29th  of  May,  4th  of  June, 
6th  of  November,  and  25th  of  December,  upon  each 
of  which  days  the  ringers  received  10  to  12s.  They 
rang  likewise  on  New  Years  day.  Fair,  and  Corona- 
tion days,  &c.,  but  upon  any  great  victory  obtained 
by  sea  or  land,  the  parishioners  Ukewise  allowed 
extras,  *  such  as  wine,  &c.,  besides  refreshment  at 
the  public  houses.  The  cost  of  the  bell  ropes  was 
enormous,  and  this  constant  ringing  at  length  pro- 
duced pain  as  well  as  pleasure,  and  led  to  some  un- 
pleasant and  unseemly  brawls  between  some  of  the 
parishioners  and  the  Vicar,  Dr.  Nolan.  The  original 
rules  sanctioned  by  him,  were,  that  the  ringing  should 
commence  at  5  a.m.,  which  he  subsequently  wished  to 
change  to  8  a.m.  This  was  opposed  by  the  parishioners, 
and  the  ringing  continued  at  the  former  hour,  although 
the  nuisance  to  the  Vicar  was  intolerable,  as  his  house 

*  Bemnant'B  fine  of  five  Bhillings  for  bnildiDg  a  p«w,  wm  appropriaied 
Swards  the  ezpenseB  of  the  belk. 
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joined  the  Church-yard,  and  he  doubtless  agreed  with 
the  scribe, 

**  Disturbers  of  the  human  race, 

Your  bells  are  always  ringing, 
I  wish  the  ropes  were  round  your  necks, 

And  jou  upon  them  swinging." 

During  this  squabble,  upon  Sunday  morning,  June 
14th,  1840,  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  the  Vicar 
during  the  ringing,  entered  the  belfry  in  an  excited 
state,  with  a  carving  knife,  flourishing  it  over  their 
heads,  and  trying  to  cut  the  ropes,  in  order  to  deter 
them.  This  fracas  led  to  summonses  and  cross- 
summonses  being  issued  for  the  parties  to  appear 
before  the  Justices.  Soon  after  the  police  were 
employed  by  the  Vicar,  to  prevent  access  to  the 
Churcn,  and  in  retaliation,  his  windows  were  broken 
night  after  night  with  brickbats,  the  Dr.  replying  by 
discharging  pistols,  with  which  weapons  his  wife  was 
likewise  armed.  In  spite  of  bolts,  bars,  and  Chubb's 
locks,  when  other  manoeuvres  failed,  the  men  obtained 
access  by  mounting  the  roof  and  passing  through  a 
door  thereon  which  communicated  with  the  belfry. 
Shots  were  fired  from  the  Vicarage,  responded  to  by 
groans  and  shouts  of  murder.  At  length  five  of  the 
ringers  were  cited  to  appear  in  the  ecclesiastical  court 
at  the  complaint  of  Dr.  Nolan.  Heavy  fees  to  the 
Surrogate  became  due,  their  proctor  failed  to  attend 
one  sitting,  whereby  they  were  adjudged  to  be  guilty 
of  contempt.  In  the  meantime  on  the  5th  of 
November  the  Dr.  was  burnt  in  effigy  at  Prittlewell, 
dressed  in  surplice  and  book  in  hand.  Law  proceed- 
ings continuing,  the  Sheriff  apprehended  one  of  the 
o&nders,  B ....  n  by  warrant,  and  he  was  incarcerated 
in  the  debtor's  prison  at  Moulsham  for  1 3  weeks,  when 
the  Surrogates'  fees  being  paid  by  subscription,  he  was 
released  i^ter  taking  an  oath  (which  had  been  exacted 
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from  the  others)  that  he  would  not  aeain  molest  the 
Vicar  or  say  anything  against  him.  In  commem(»*a- 
tion  of  these  events  songs  were  composed,  in  which 
the  doings  of  the  Dr.  and  his  wife,  were  described. 

The  basement  of  the  tower  opens  to  the  nave  with 
a  grand  ^^  Perpendicular  "  arch,  with  a  soffite  3  feet 
4in.  in  breadth  and  elaborately  moulded.  The  nave 
liflfbrds  an  interesting  specimen  of  the  alteration  of 
an  ^^  £arly  English"  Church  in  the  15th  century  with 
perpendicular  work  introduced.  It  is  98  feet  lOin. 
m  length  and  28  feet  6in.  in  width,  and  divided  into 
six  bays.  The  eastern  portion  raised  as  a  clerestory, 
has  two  tiers  of  windows,  apparently  ccmstructed  to 
^ve  more  height  and  space  for  the  rood  loft,  the 
Btairs  to  which  were  contained  in  a  projection  still 
remaining. 

The  font,  of  debased  work,  is  an  octagon  2  feet  7in. 
across,  upon  a  shaft  IS^in.  square,  and  stands 
npon  an  octagon  step.  Six  of  the  sides  which  are 
coneave,  have  square  sunk  panels,  containing  a 
mutilated  r^resentation  of  the  crucifixion,*  Tudor 
roses,  half  rose,  a  chevron  between  three  fleurs  de  lis 
and  two  spears  in  saltire  transfixing  a  heart.  One 
of  the  panels  contains  the  badges  of  England  and 
Arragon,  the  rose  and  pomegranate  f  dimidiated  and 
grafted,  which  probably  denotes  the  period  of  its 
execution,  either  at  the  marriage  of  Prince  Arthur 
with  Catherine  of  Arragon,  or  that  of  his  brother 
Henry,  subsequently,  with  the  same  Princess.     The 

*  No  doabt  the  ornoifiz  on  the  font  wm  mntilatad  in  oonseqneno*  of  fhft 
Lordi  and  Oommoni  ordaining  Aag.  28tli,  lft4S,  that  all  Altera  and  Tablaa 
of  atone  ahonld  be  demoliahed.  Commnnion  Tablea  be  remored  from  the 
east,  rails  taken  away,  Chancels  lerelled.  Tapers,  Oandleatioks,  Basons 
^moTSd  from  Commnnion  tables,  and  all  Grticiflxes«  Crosses,  Images  of  the 
'^rinify  or  Saints  be  taken  away  and  deftM)ed. 

f  Bnriqne  IT  on  asoending  the  Throne  of  Oastile  (says  Presoot)  asaomed 
ithe  pomegrante  branch  in  token  of  his  resolve  to  extirpate  the  Arab  raee, 
ivboseohief  ei^  was  Oraaada. 
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old  Communion  cup  was  sold  in  1809  for  £2  128. 
6d.  An  encaustic  tile  of  quaint  design,  lately  found 
in  the  Church-yard,  and  formerly  part  of  the  pavement 
of  the  Church,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  late 
Church-warden,  Mr.  Goddard. 

The  chancel  is  37  feet  by  23  feet  6in.,  and  extends 
beyond  the  Chapel.  In  tne  north  exterior  wall  are 
remains  of  an  arch,  in,  it  is  believed,  Roman  bricks. 
The  east  window  was  blocked  up  in  1818  to  admit  a 
modem  gothic  reredos  of  stucco,  powdered  with 
rosettes,  and  abounding  with  ill-shapen  pinnacles  and 
grotesque  finials,  and  a  cast-iron  raihng  erected  to 
protect  it.  This  precious  structure  cost  £64,  and  was 
erected  by  a  Mr.  John  Berry.  It  was  removed  at 
the  recent  restoration  of  the  Church.  This  chancel 
which  is  liable  to  be  repaired  by  the  Lay  Rector,  con^ 
tains  an  east  window  now  filled  with  stained  glass, 
representing  the  four  Evangelists,  the  inscription 
bcong  ^^  To  the  glory  of  God,  and  in  affectionate  remem* 
branceof  IsabeUa  Charlotte,  daughter  of  the  Honorable 
William  Knox,  Bishop  of  Derry,  and  wife  of 
Octavius  Wi^ram,  bom  1794,  died  1863  ;  also  of 
their  elder  (toughters,  Eleanor  Frances  died  1848, 
aged  21  years,  and  Isabella  Georgiana  died  1853,  aged 
23  years.  A  small  two-light  window  over  the  east 
winaow  ;  (subject  the  annunciation,)  is  the  work  of, 
and  presented  by  A.  Gibbs,  and  the  south  window 
of  the  chancel  within  the  sacrarium  has  ^^  Christ  found 
amongst  the  Doctors  in  the  Temple,"  with  the 
inscription  ^^  To  the  glory  of  God  and  in  grateful 
recognition  of  the  exertions  of  the  Vicar,  his  father 
and  &milv  in  promoting  the  restoration  of  the  Church. 
Presented  by  the  parishioners,  Easter,  A.D., 
MDCCCLXXll."  The  north  window  has  three 
fighttf.  The  subject  is  ^^  The  presentation  in  the 
Temple,"  the  centre  figure  being  Simeon  with  the 
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infant  Saviour,  and  on  either  side  the  Virgin  and  the 
Prophetess  Anna,  with  this  memorial  '^  To  the  glorj 
of  God  and  in  memory  of  Anna  Heygate,  bom  on  the 
Feast  of  the  Purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 
anno  d  ni  1 792,  and  who  entered  into  rest  Sep.  9th 
anno  D  ni,  1867."  Within  the  Communion  rails,  in 
the  south  wall,  is  a  small  square  stone  recess,  probably 
used  originally  as  an  ambry  or  locker.  This  chancel 
is  enriched  with  carved  angels  as  finials  of  hammer 
beams.  The  west  window  of  the  tower  has  three 
lights,  and  bears  representations  of  S  S  John  the 
Baptist  (centre)  Peter  and  Paul,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion "  To  the  glory  of  God  and  in  remembrance  of  an 
affectionate  father  and  brother,  Joseph  Cotton 
Wigram,  ♦  Bishop  of  this  Diocese,  born  179S,  died 
1867." 

Two  arches  on  the  south  of  the  chancel  open  into  the 
south  chapel  likewise  called  the  Jesus  chapel,  and  some- 
times the  Vicar's  chancel  and  the  little  chancel,f  which 
measures  24  feet  lOin.  by  19  feet  3in.  It  has  a  four- 
light  east  window  and  two  triple-light  windows 
south,  all  with  lofty  tracery  under-arched  heads,  and 
under  one  of  them  is  a  priest's  door.  At  the  north 
end  of  the  east  wall  is  a  niche,  evidently  once 
tenanted  by  a  statue.  Above  it  are  traces  of  a  carved 
stone  canopy,  and  the  basin  of  a  piscina  has  been 
found  in  the  south  wall.  There  is  an  interesting 
relic  in  this  Church,  which  was  formerly  preserved  in 

*  See  Sonthohnrch. 

f  In  1788  the  roof  of  the  litUe  Chanoel  had  fallen  in,  when  the 
Chnrohwardens  attempted  to  throw  the  onus  of  repairing  it  npon  the  Bot. 
Bdward  Underbill,  then  in  the  Fleet  prison,  without  saooeas.  In  1810  a 
terrier  was  presented  to  the  Bishop  of  London  at  a  Tisitation  held  at 
MiJdon,  and  signed  hj  the  Bey.  Walter  Harper,  the  Curate,  the 
Chorchwardens  and  other  parishioners  that  the  Vioar  was  liable  to  the 
repair  of  the  "  South  east  ohapel."  Tbis  statement  was  entirely  founded 
upon  tradition.  Lately  the  legal  opinion  of  Messrs.  Day  and  Hassard  has 
been  obtained,  and  after  due  iuTestigation  ot  the  facts,  Hie  ofius  has  been 
declared  to  rest  with  the  parishioners,  who  hare  admitted  their  liability. 
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this  CShapeli  being  a  carved  panel  of  tracery  4  feet 
long  and  lOin.  wide^  of  exquisite  detail^  and  used  as 
the  front  of  b  modem  chest. 

The  soath  aisle  is  45  feet  by  1 7  feet  9in,  The  south 
door  is  Elizabethan,  with  carved  panels,  tracery  and 
cusps  of  bold  execution  ;  the  masonry  with  label  is  of 
earlier  date.  On  the  right  hand  jamb  is  a  holy  water 
stoup.  Thomas  Warde  before  named,  in  connection 
with  the  building  of  the  pinnacles  of  the  tower,  by  will, 
in  1 469,  directed  Agnes  his  wife  to  pay  Ss.  4d.  towards 
the  building  of  this  aisle,  and  John  Hoke,  of  Prittlewell 
clenches  the  matter  by  his  will  *  made  in  1505, 
wherein  he  desires  his  body  "  to  be  buried  in  the 
new  He  of  Jhu  in  the  Church  of  Prytwell,"  and  he 
says  further  "  I  beqaeth  to  the  new  111  of  Jhus  xld," 
During  the  recent  repairs  of  the  western  portion  of 
the  arcade  betwen  the  nave  and  the  aisle,  small 
single-light  windows,  of  early  Norman  architecture, 
have  been  discovered,  and  these  are  remarkable  as 
being  unquestionably  part  of  the  original  church  which 
stood  on  this  site.  These  windows  were  probably 
erected,  not  later  than  the  first  years  of  the  12th 
century.  The  arches  are  cut  through  the  original 
wall  and  date  from  the  13th  century. 

From  the  certificates  of  chantries  (drawn  up  by 
the  Commissioners  for  Essex,  2nd  Edw.  VI  for 
survejring  Colleges,  Chantries,  Guildes,  &c.,  in  Essex), 
in  the  Public  Record  office  we  find  that  temp.  Edw. 
IV,  a  guild  or  fraternity  existed  in  this  parish,  which 
had  an  endowed  priest,  who  sang  in  the  church  and 
kept  a  school.  The  endowment,  according  to  the 
chantry  roll  No.  30,  consisted  of  60  acres  of  arable 
and  pasture,   called    Reinolde's  f   in   the    parish  of 

*  One  of  tke  witnessei  to  hii  will  waa  John  Df ychell,  the  priwt  of 
lerat. 

t  Kow  known  as  FoxHall.  The  admission  of  Thomas  Boynolda  to 
this  property,  6  Heniy  VlU.  is  in  possession  of  the  author, 

c   9 


547  THB   HISTORY  OP 

Shopland,  given  by  one  —  Reynoldes,  Imd  a  parcel  of 
land  in  North  Shoebury,  called  Palgraves,  containing 
1 2  acres,  the  total  annual  value  of  which  at  the  time 
of  the  suppression  was  £/l  1 7s.  4d.,  out  of  which  £1 
4s.  was  paid  as  rent  to  the  lords  of  the  respective 
Manors,  leaving  £6  13s.  4d.  as  the  stipend  of  the 
Priest,  who  deposed  that  he  had  always  six  marks 
by  the  year  paid  to  him  by  the  wardens,  and  could 
therefore  disclose  nothing.  From  the  chantry  roll. 
No  19,  we  find  that  **  Landes,  ten*tes  in  Pitwefl  were 
putte  in  feoffm't  by  ij^  wa'dens,  one  master  and  one 

Srest  and  certene  bretheme  and  sisteme  their,  to 
iverse  p*sons  to  flFinde  a  prest  called  Jhus  priest,  ther 
for  ever  by  license  of  Kinge  Edwarde  the  flfbwerthe 
and  one  William  Rowbotham,  clerke,  of  the  age  of 
Lij  yeres,  of  honest  conversacon,  and  teachethe  a 
schole  their,  having  none  other  Ijrvinge  is  now  incum- 
bent theroff.  The  seide  towue  is  a  populus  towne 
havinge  in  yt  iij^  howselinge  people  ♦  The  seid  priest 
singithe  within  the  seid  churche  of  p'twell.  The  yerelie 
valewe  of  the  same  amontith  to  the  som  of  £vij  xvij* 
whereof  in  rent  resolute  to  diverse  lordes  by  there 
xxiij'-  i*"-  The  valewe  of  the  plate,  Juelles  and  oth' 
Implem**  viz.  ;  one  chalice,  four  scochins  f  of  silver, 
xxiii  spons  of  siluer,  one  seall  of  silver,  ij  masers  of 
silver,  and  diverse  other  implements  prysed  togeth' 
iiij"  v"*  ij**- "  Upon  this  report  being  presented,  the 
king  suppressed  this  school  and  absorbed  its  endow- 
ment. The  site  of  the  guild-house  of  the  confrater- 
nity of  Jesus  was  that  whereon  is  a  house  now  used  as 
a  beer-shop,  standing  on  the  south  side  of  the  road, 
opposite  the  south  gate  of  the  church-yard,  and  is 

*  Hoaseling  peopio,  %.«.,  Beoeiyers  of  the  Saorament  of  the  Altar.  (Housel 
V.  Hasel  Anglo  Saxon;,  who  down  to  the  roign  of  Edward  VI,  com- 
prised the  whole  of  the  adnlt  population. 

f  Badges  worn  by  the  officers  op  brethren  ol  the  guild. 
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caDed  in  an  old  deed,  dated  1799,  "Jesus  hall."* 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  association  was  to  provide 
for  the  interment  of  a  member  according  to  his  last 
wishes  ;  a  fine  paid  in  honey  was  inflicted  upon  any 
brethren  for  non-attendance.  The  guild  provided 
half  of  tiie  provision  for  the  funeral  entertainment 
and  2d.  was  given  by  each  member  for  alms.  Coffins 
were  seldom  used.  The  members  had  a  feast  annually, 
and  not  oftener,  at  the  guild-house  on  the  festival  of 
the  patron  saint  of  the  guild,  and  on  those  days  would 
hear  mass  at  the  altar  of  the  saint  ;  almsgiving  was 
practiced,  and  Ihe  day  spent  in  nourishing  brotherly 
love  and  the  Mystery  plays  were  often  performed. 

The  stone-built  porch  of  this  church,  9  ft.  10  by 
9  ft.  4  inside,  is  coeval  with  the  aisle.  The  detail  of 
the  entrance  arch  corresponds  with  that  of  the  tower. 
A  narrow  stone  doorway  leads  from  the  aisle  by  a 
small  circular  staircase  to  the  ancient  muniment  or 
parvise  room  over  the  porch  ;  this  chamber  measures 
11  feet  6  by  11  feet.  The  walls  of  the  nave,  chancel, 
«sle,  chapel,  and  porch  have  embattled  parapets, 
enriched  with  chequered  flint  work.  The  roof  of  the 
nave  was  originally  higher,  and  together  with  the 
whole  church  was  covered  with  lead  in  1 796  at  a  cost 
of  £1  5s.  ()d.  per  cwt.,  and  61b.  to  the  square  foot. 
Previous  to  this,  the  covering  was  of  copper,  for  which 
eightpence  per  lb.  was  allowed,  a  memorial  of  which 
was  inscribed  on  the  gallery,  formerly  existing  at  the 
west  end  of  the  church.  The  lead  is  now  removed 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  nave  and  chancel, 
and  green  Westmoreland  slates  substituted.  The 
rafters  are  of  pitch  pine.  The  pulpit  constructed  in 
1873  is  of  Caen  stone,  and  a  beautiful  work  of  art ;  the 
centre  panel  is  filled  with  a  bas  relief  of  the  **  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  and  the  whole  to  be  appreciated  must 

*  See  foriher  on,  in  the  History  of  Cooke. 
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be  seen.  The  restoration  of  this  church  has  been 
effected  chiefly  by  the  vicar's  family.  It  was  inter- 
nally blocked  up  with  high  pews,  of  which  those 
belonging  to  the  rich  and  squirearchy  towered  above 
the  rest  and  had  the  pre-eminence.  The  arch  of  the 
tower  was  hidden  by  a  gallery,  the  east  window  of 
the  chancel  was  also  hidden,  and  the  Jesus  chapel 
enclosed  to  form  a  vestry.  New  open  seats  now  take 
the  place  of  the  old  closets,  and  there  is  a  richly 
carved  screen  in  the  tower  arch,  the  wood  employed 
being  teak.  The  church  was  re-opened  for  public 
worship  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  I>iocese,  April  4, 
1872. 

The  new  organ,  built  by  Bishop  and  Son,  London, 
was  dedicated  oa  Tuesday,  May  16th,  1876.  It  will, 
when  finished,  contain  18  complete  speaking  stops 
and  1180  pipes,  but  at  present  contains  only  14  of  the 
former,  and  814  of  the  latter.  It  has  two  manuals,  each 
CC  to  G  in  alto,  66  notes,  and  a  pedal  clavier,  extend- 
ing from  CCC  to  F,  30  notes.  The  whole  of  the 
pipes  are  of  rich  metal,  «.e.,  contain  an  unusual  quan- 
tity of  tin,  which  gives  them  a  handsome  mottled 
appearance.  The  case  is  of  teak,  surmounted  by 
ironwork. 

The  site  of  the  church  and  churchyard  contains  1 
acre,  2  roods,  and  4  poles.  The  east  fence  of  the  church- 
yard is  repaired  by  the  parish,  likewise  the  east  end 
of  the  north  wall,  part  of  the  centre  of  which  belongs 
to  Church  house  land,  now  incorporated  with  Church 
field  ;  at  the  west  end  of  the  same  wall  the  liability 
rests  with  the  owner  of  the  King's  Head  Inn,  whilst 
the  houses  and  school  bound  the  remainder.  Under 
these  houses  skeletons  have  at  times  been  exhumed. 
The  churchyard  in  times  past  has  been  subject  to 
great  desecration,  the  inhabitants  using  it  as  a  recep- 
acle  for  refuse  and  drying  linen,  whilst  it  was  grazed 
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by  horses  and  other  animals.  At  fair  time  *  it  was  a 
common  resort  for  debauchery.  The  path  at  the  back 
of  the  houses  has  lately  been  fenced  off,  so  that  more 
respect  is  now  shown  for  consecrated  ground. 
Encroachments  are  a  thing  of  the  past  and  now  im- 
practicable. 

During  the  works  recently  in  progress  a  raised 
cross  slab  or  stone  coffin  lid  was  discovered.  It 
is  now  affixed  high  up  on  the  wall  at  the  N.W. 
angle  of  the  nave.  These  memorials  in  Essex  are 
very  scarce.  Lamentable  destruction  of  monuments 
and  fenestral  antiquities  has  occurred  in  this  church 
during  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  centuries.  Twenty- 
three  coats  of  arms  have  perished  from  the  windows 
since  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century.  The  only 
remnant  that  has  escaped  is  a  little  bird  of  grotesque 
design,  holding  something  in  its  beak,  formerly 
delineated  on  one  of  the  north  windows  of  the  nave, 
which  has  attracted  general  notice  and  enquiry  as  to 
its  meaning  and  signification.  Some  whimsically  sup- 
pose it  to  represent  the  dove  sent  out  by  Noah.  This 
ancient  device  has  not  yet  been  restored  to  a  place  of 
security. 

Upon  the  north  wall  is  a  mural  monument,  sur- 
mounted by  an  emblazoned  coat  of  arms  and  crest, 
composed  of  variegated  marbles  to  Mary  Davies,  vrith 
this  inscription  "  Here  lieth  buried  Mary  Davies,  wife 
of  Richard  Davies,  son  of  John  Davies  the  elder  of 
Middleton,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  Esquire,  of  the 
Body  Extraordinary  unto  his  Majesty.  She  was  the 
eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Richard  Cock,  of  this 
parish,  Esq'-  the  son  of  John  Cocke,  Esq'-  by  Eliz. 
his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Right  Hon^*' 
Thomas  Lord  Wentvvorth,  Lord  Chamberlayn  to  K, 

*  The  fair  which  was  held  on  the  16  th  July,  Bololy  fur  toyn,  is  now 
abolished. 
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Ed.  VI,.  Ob.^  1 623.''  The  arms  upcm  this  monument 
are,  '^Quarterly,  1,  Gu,  a  chevron  engrailed  between 
three  boar's  heads  erased,  Arg.  2,  per  bend  sinister 
£rm,  and  Sa.|  a  licm  ramp,  regardant  Or.  3,  Sa.,  a 
lion  rampant  Arg.,  maned  Or.,  withhi  a  bordure  of 
the  second.  4,  Sa.,  a  chevron  Ar^.,  between  3 
lozenges  per  fess  6u,  and  Arg, :  impaBng  quarterly  1 
and  4,  per  pale  indent6e  Sa.  and  Or.,  Cocke^  of 
Prittlewell.  2  and  3,  Sa.,  3  bends  Arg.,  Cocke^  of 
Stanbridge.  Crest,  on  a  chapeau  6u.,  turned  up  Erm.^ 
a  boar  passant  Arg.,  collared  of  the  first.  Davies 
alone  vt  supra J^  In  the  chancel,  before  the  restora^ 
tion^  was  an  old  purbeck  stone,  now  removed,  in 
which  was  insertea  a  brass,  with  this,  "  Here  lyeth 
bvryed  the  bodyes  of  Richard  Cocke,  thesonne  of  John 
Cocke,  Grentelman,  who  dyed  the  xxij***  of  November, 
1612,  and  Mary  his  wife,  the  davghter  of  John  Feme, 
of  the  covntye  of  Stafford,  Gent."  This  brass  is  now 
in  the  care  of  Mr.  Wade,  the  late  parish  church- 
warden. Weever  gives  the  following,  ^  Pray  for  the 
Soul  of  John  Cock  the  younger,  and  Margaret  his 
wyff,  which  Jo,  died  1622."  These  Cockes  were  an 
opulent  class  of  yeomanry,  fast  rising  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  1 5th  century,  and  several  of  them  became 
gentlemen  of  coat  armour,  a  grant  of  arms  being 
made  in  1587  unto  "  John  Cocke,  of  Prittlewell,  •  son 
and  heir  of  John  Cocke  of  Shopland,  Esqr.,  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Thomas,  First  Lord  Wentworth,  which  John  was  the 
son  of  Richard  Cocke,  f  the  son  of  John  Cocke  the 
elder,  and  anciently  descended  by  prOof  of  sundry 

*  Called  in  the  grant  the  «  free  Burgage  or  Towne  of  Prittlewell."  See 
an  aoeonnt  of  those  grants  in  the  l^ansaotions  of  the  Essex  Archseologioal 
Society,  Vol.  lU.,  Part  IV.,  Page  192.  The  grant  was  likewise  made  to 
Bichard  Cooke  his  only  brother,  and  their  posterity. 

t  Bichard  Cock  temp  IJUij,  held  lands  in  Prittlewell  of  the  honoor  of 
Bayloigh,  oallod  Series-lands,  formerly  in  Bichard  Bynnye^  formerly  in 
Bichard  Soarl,  son  and  heir  of  Philip  Searle. 
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evidence  from  one  Ranidphus  Cocus^  dated  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.,  Edw.  III.,  Hen.  IV.,  Hen,  L, 
&c.  A.  grant  also  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
John  Cocke,  of  Little  Stambridge  in  1588.  Both 
these  coats  are  quartered  on  the  monument  of  Mary 
Da  vies  above  referred  to.  Thomas  Cocke,  of  Prittle- 
well,  tlie  uncle  of  John,  who  married  into  the  Went- 
worth.  family,  was  a  wealtliy  yeoman  in  the  reign  of 
Henry    VIII.,   and  of  that  king's  most  honourable 

Suard.      His  will  proved  in  1544-5,  gives  a  precise 
ate  to  some  reparations  on  the  north  side  of  Prittle- 
weU  Church,  which  are  very  distinctly  marked  by  the 
masonry,   and    afford    some  particulars  relating  to 
the  Confraternity  of  Jesus  in  that  parish.     He  dates 
tliia  will  at  "  Cales,"  21st  July,  1544,  but  the  attesta- 
tion shows  that  it  was  first  read  at  Prittlewell  in  the 
presence  of  John  Smith  and  Thomas  Byrch  (who  were 
likewise  in  the  guard),  Thomas  Salmon  of  Lye,  and 
Wyllyam  Salmon  of  Prittlewell,  and  others.    Thomas 
Cocke  held  the  lease  of  the  farm  called  Shelford  and 
Bredworth  in  Foulness,  well  stocked  with  sheep  and 
oxen  ;    owned  a  farm  called  Reynolds,  in  Shopland  ; 
oyster  layings  in  Little  Wakering  ;  many  houses  and 
shops  in  the  town  of  Prittlewell,  and  other  houses, 
woods,  crofts,  &c.    He  mentions  his  brothers  William 
and  Richard,  and  three  nephews,  Thomas,  John,  and 
Robert  Cocke,  likewise  his  house  that  he  bought  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Jesus   Guild.     The  brothers  of 
Jesus  owed  him  £8  1  Os.,  and  he  directed  his  executors 
to  receive  it  of  them,  and  of  the  same,  to  bestow 
V.  marks  in  table-cloths  and  other   necessaries  for 
their  feast.     In  1575  this  house  was  in  the  possession 
of  John  Cocke  of  Little  Stambridge-hall,  nephew  of 
the  testator  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Lord 
Wentworth,  and  to  her  he  left  it  for  Ufe,  by  will, 
dated  1574,  under  the  title  of  "  Jesus  Hampstalls." 
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Thomas  Cocke  likewise  left  to  his  nephew  John  Cocke, 
a  tenement  described  as  ^^my  house  next  the  church 
gate.''  This  ancient  residence  in  now  standing,  and 
has  already  been  described  under  the  modem  name 
of  *'  Church  Lodge"  It  may  possibly  have  been  the 
dwelling  of  the  Jesus  Priest.  He  gives  also  "  towards 
building  the  north  part  of  the  church  of  Prittlewell 
40*-  "  and  the  following  bequest  to  the  poor,  "  My 
executors  shall  cause  three  bushds  of  wheat  to  be 
baked  and  made  into  penny  loaves,  and  a  bullock  to 
be  killed  and  distributed  to  the  poor  people  yearly  at 
Christmas  even,  as  long  as  the  lease  of  She&brd  and 
Bradworth  continue,  in  whose  hands  soever  they  shall 
be."  John  Cocke  of  Little  Stambridge*-hall  in  his 
will,  dated  1574,  and  proved  in  1575,  orders  the  same 
benefaction  to  be  continued  according  to  the  gift  of 
his  uncle,  Thomas  Cocke,  and  likewise  made  a  bequest, 
"  To  the  building  of  the  Market  Crosse  of  Pritwell 
100'  "  Amongst  other  small  legacies  he  leaves  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wentworth,  Kt.,  Lord  Went- 
worth,  his  mfe's  brother,  one  Portegue  of  gold,  and 
to  Mrs.  Margaret  Wentworth,  his  wife's  sister,  his 
nag,  called  *  Button.' " 

In  the  chancel,  was  formerly  this  epitaph,  "  For 
William  Lawson,f  alias  Edmonas,  06.,  18  Dec.  1576." 
likewise  another  to  a  member  of  this  family.  ^^  Hie 
jacet  Roberhcs  Edmonds  ex  antiqaa  LaxDstmorum  in 
Barealibus  partibus  oriundus^  ut  ea  Insiffnibus  constat; 
qtii  in  hoc  Prioratu  Pauperibus  beneficus  vixit.  ob.  an. 
wt.  73,  7  Feb.  1587.  Una  etiam  contumtdatur  Ricardus 
Celj/y  generosus  virtutd  optimis  Moribus^  poUtissimas ;  qui 
ex  Indica  Expeditione  reversm^  dum  Sororem  Mariti 
morte  ddenteni  solaretur^  i  vita  migravit  oet.  48.  1588," 

*  Seo  that  parish. 

\  lie  held  Moukborn  in  Foalnces. 
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which  may  be  thus  translated,  ^  Here  lies  Robert 
Edmonds,  sprang  from  the  Lawsons,  an  ancient  family 
in  the  north,  as  appears  by  the  arms.  He  lived  in 
this  priorship  a  benefactor  to  the  indigent,  and  died 
in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age,  7  February,  1587.  Also 
with  him  is  buried  Richard  Cely,  gent,  adorned  with 
every  virtue  and  accomplishment,  who,  returning  from 
a  voyage  in  the  east,  <ued  while  in  condolence  with 
his  sister  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  1588,  aged 
48."  We  have  several  notices  of  this  family  in  for- 
mer authors,  and  in  records.  Robert  Lawson,  alias 
Edmonds,  at  the  time  of  the  inventories  of  church 
goods  in  the  reign  of  Edward  YI.,  in  1553,  resided  at 
Southchurch,  and  lived  at  this  Priory  in  1577,  as 
shown  by  a  terrier  taken  of  the  possessions  of  Sir 
Robert  Kiche,  Knight,  Lord  Riche  in  that  year.  He 
likewise  held  Earls-hall,  otherwise  Earls  fee  in  Prittle- 
well,  Rugworth  in  Foulness  and  Wakerings*  in  Waker- 
ing.  He  was  collector  of  the  quit  rents  in  Prittlewell 
for  Lord  Riche,  and  calls  Lady  Riche,  "  my  singular 
good  lady,  Penelope  Riche,"  and  Lady  Elizabeth  Riche 
*'  my  very  good  lady  and  mistress.'*  At  the  time  of  his 
decease  he  owned  the  manor  of  Great  Stambridge.  f 
He  married  Margery,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Cely,  gent 
(his  second  wife  as  it  appears),  by  whom  he  left  a  son, 
Robert  Lawson  alias  Eamonds  alias  Cely,  who  attained 
his  majority  in  1600.  He  was  engaged  in  much  liti- 
gation with  his  mother  Mar^er3r  respecting  a  clause 
under  his  father's  will,  which  will  was  dated  in  Oct. 
the  29th  Eliz.  The  total  value  of  his  lands  in  all 
were  J£500  per  annum.  Margery  also  contested  the 
will  of  her  brother  John  Celje.X    Amongst  the  lands 

*  See  Lord  Eiohard  Rioh's  will  aa  to  the  Boohford  Ahna  hoosee. 

t  Soe  that  pariBh  for  farther  aooonnt  of  this  family. 

X  John  Celye  was  ralet  in  the  scallery  of  Queen  Blixabeth.     See 
Foalneea. 
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mentioned  are  Fobbing  manor,  South  Wick,  South- 
minster,  Munginge  alias  Mundon  Marsh  in  North 
Shoebury  held  under  the  Crown  for  a  term  of  years, 
Burwell  or  Burwede  in  Foulness,  and  the  Rectory  of 
Estwood.  The  parties  to  this  suit  were  John  Lawson 
alias  Edmonds,  Robert  Lawson  alias  Edmonds,  Judith 
Cely  and  John  Cely.  In  1610  John  Lawson  held  the 
Priory,  and  died  in  1620  ;  his  funeral  sermon  was 
preacned  by  Samuel  Smith,  vicar  of  Prittlewell,  who 
styled  it  a  ^^  Christian  Taske  for  Master  John  Lawson, 
gent.,  at  Prittlewell,  1620."  In  the  minute  book  of 
this  parish  the  first  entry  is  that  of  a  Mr.  Lawson, 
who  was  one  of  the  overseers  in  1623,  and  in  the 
registers  we  find  in  1649,  that  ^'Albome  Lawson,  the 
Sonne  of  John  Lawson^  Arm.  late  of  ffobbinge  was 
buryed,  June  19th. 

In  the  church,  "  Here  lyeth  Dorothie  Pulley,  wife 
of  Richard  Pulley,  of  this  Parish,  gent.,  Ob.  3  Nov., 
1618.  In  the  south  aisle,  ''Hicjacet  Thorns  Wallch, 
md  ob.  8  i/W,  1423.  Cujua^  (^c."  "  Hie  jacet  carpus 
Johis  Haws  ^  Johnoe  Consortia  suw ;   qui  quidem  Johes, 

ob.  11  Jvl.y  An.  Begni  Beg.  Henrid "  In  the  vestry, 

formerly  in  the  clumcel,  is  a  stone,  "  Here  lyeth  the 
Body  of  James  Hutson,  who  died  8th  April,  1748, 
agea  29  years,  and  his  son  William  Wallis  Hutson, 
who  died  25th  June,  1748,  aged  9  months." 

''  This  modest  stone,  what  few  vain  Marbles  can. 
May  truly  say, '  Here  lies  an  honest  Man,' 
Calmly  he  look'd  on  either  life,  and  here 
Saw  nothing  to  regret,  or  there  to  fear ; 
From  Nature's  temp'rate  feast  rose  satisfied — 
Thank'd  Heav'n  that  he  lived,  and  that  he  dy'd. '' 

The  above  lines  are  a  partial  copy  from  the  tomb  of 
Elijah  Fenton,  at  Easthamsted,  in  Berkshire,  and 
written  by  Pope  in  1730.  Near  this,  removed  from 
the  chancel,  is  a  black  slab,  ^^  Here  lieth  the  remains 
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of  WilliAm  Wallisy  gentleman,  late  of  this  parish,  and 
of  Elizabeth  his  wife.  He  died  Aug**  23'*'  1750,  in 
the  64*^  year  of  his  age.  She  Feb^^  2°'*'  1751,  in  the 
61**  year  of  her  age." 

Weever  ♦  hath  preserved  these,  '•  Hicjacet  Magister 
Johannes^  Lucas  Theclogim  BaccalaureuSf  quondam 
Vicarias  istiua  Ecdesice  Pavochialia^  qui  ob.  16  Jan. 
1477-  Cfjgus  ^J'  That  is,  "  Here  Ues  Master  John 
Lucas,  bachelor  of  Divinity,  formerly  vicar  of  this 
parish  church,  who  died  16  Jan.,  1477,  on  whose,  &c." 
"Her  undyr  this  Gravston  lyeth  buried  Richard 
Bown,  Merchant,  of  Callvs,  dyed  1432.  Quod  aervam 
perdidi^  Quod  ea^pendi  hmui^  Quod  danaui  habui,  Quod 
negavi  perdidu"  That  is.  What  I  kept  I  lost,  what 
I  spent  I  have,  what  I  gave  I  have,  what  I  denied  I 
lost.  The  same  is  on  a  stone  at  St.  Alban's,  and  many 
other  churches. 

On  the  south  wall  of  the  aisle  is  a  marble  tablet, 
**  To  the  memory  of  George  Langton/Esq.,  of  Kensing- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  He  died  at  Southend 
7"*  day  of  August,  1806,  aged  74  years."  At  the 
west  end  is  a  marble  tablet,  ^^  In  memory  of  Mrs. 
Agnes  Thomborrow,  rdict  of  ^e  late  Mr.  John 
Thomborrow,  of  Southwark,  who  departed  this  life 
at  Southend  the  28^  day  of  October,  1805,  aged  67." 
In  the  vestry  are  black  slabs  with  ^^  Here  lies  the  body 
of  John  Reimeson,  f  who  died  in  June,  1764." 
"  James  CamperJ,  Jan^  30"*'  1763,  aged  78,  likewise 
the  body  of  Sarah  Camper,  2*"'  wife  of  the  above,  12*^ 
Dec''  1771,  aged  59  years."    "  Richard  Frost,  Esq., 

*  WeoTer^  oompUer  of  tlie  Funeral  monamontfli  waa  Beotor  of  Eritk 
parish,  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth. 

t  A  John  Benneoon  kept  the  library  in  179fi. 

I  The  stones  of  Camper,  Ballard,  and  ^Hubbard  were  remoyed  from  the 
nare,  that  of  Trost  from  the  Jesus  Aisle,  and  Coles  and  Hardwiok  from  the 
great  dlianoel. 
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died  at  Southend  in  1817,  aged  64  years,"  There 
are  likewise  inscriptions  to  Marian  Hubbard,  of  Strat- 
ford Grove,  who  died  in  1818  ;  to  Frances  Ballard^  in 
1758 ;  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Coles,  in  1789  ;  to  John  Hardwick, 
in  1816,  and  Catherine,  his  wife.  In  the  vestry,  is  like- 
wise a  stone  to  the  memory  of  "  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  of  this  parish,  who  died  11  Nov., 
1792,  aged  62  years.  Also  of  the  above  Mr.  Thomas 
Lee,  who  died  the  4*^  July,  1810,  aged  79  years." 
This  slab  at  the  recent  restoration  was  removed  from 
the  Jesus  Chapel  to  its  present  position,  and  its  site, 
like  others  which  indicated  places  of  sepulture,  is 
now  known  by  the  name  and  date  of  the  death  of  the 
deceased  being  affixed  in  brass  to  the  pavement. 

This  Thomas  Lee,*  who  resided  at  Lee  house  in 
this  parish,  was  a  large  oyster  merchant,  holding  the 
Priory  and  other  layings,  farmed  Leigh  Beck  in 
Canvey  Island,  and  was  Churchwarden  for  Prittlewell 
in  1786, 1789,  arid  1793.  It  was  during  his  tenancy 
of  these  Layings  that  the  parish  established  their 
claims  to  rate  these  oyster  grounds.  Although  so 
far  back  as  1 728  Isaac  Lambe  was  rated  for  the  Chalk- 
well  layings,  likewise  Messrs.  Hill  and  Cripps  at  the 
same  period  for  this  description  of  property,  and  the 
Priory  layings  were  assessed  during  Camper's  occu- 
pation, in  1768,  certain  doubts  as  to  liability  seem 
to  have  existed,  and  after  several  law  suits,  the  cause 
was  finally  determined  in  &vor  of  the  parish,  at  a 
quarter  session  held  at  Chelmsford,  July  10*^'  1770, 
when  the  value  of  the  Priory  layings  were  assessed 
at  ^200  per  annum,  and  continued  at  this  sum  until 
reduced  to  XlOO  per  annum  about  12  years  subse- 
quently when  held  by  David  Harridge.  For  conduct- 
ing this  lawsuit  Mr.  Mitchell,  an  attorney  at  Maldon, 

*  Eiohard  Loa  was  a  SideBxnan  in  1625,  and  Chorohwarden  in  1627  and 
1628.    Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Loe  was  buried  in  1690. 
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was  employed,  whose  bill  amounted  to  £138  13s. 
Thomas  Xee's  first  wife  was  Sarah  Bridge,  of  Had- 
leigh,  who  died  in  1765)  aged  30,  and  was  bnried  at 
Leigh,  where  her  husband,  at  that  time,  occupied  the 

S)sition  of  collector  of  customs.  The  Rev.  Lee 
ridge  was  a  nephew  of  hers.  By  his  second 
wife,  whose  death  is  recorded  above,  Lee  had  an 
only  child,  Mary,  who  became  the  first  wife  of 
Dr.  Swaine,  of  Rochford,  and  mother  of  William 
Swaine,  late  of  New  EarFs  hall,  in  the  Hamlet,  clerk 
to  the  Rochford  magistrates,  and  now  of  the  Royal 
Terrace,  Southend.  She  was  buried  at  Sidmouth, 
in  Devonshire.  Lee  married  for  his  third  wife  Sarah 
Brown,  widow  of  Willam  Brown  of  this  parish.  In 
the  churchyard  near  the  Priest's  door  is  a  stone  with, 
"  Here  lies  interred  the  body  of  Mr.  William  Brown, 
who  departed  this  life  the  25***  of  Dec''  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1780,  aged  46  years.  Also  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Lee  who  departed  this  life  17*^  Feb^'  1818,  aged  72 
years."  This  Mrs.  Lee  had  three  husbancb,  viz., 
Jackson.  Brown,  and  the  above  Thomas  Lee.  For 
the  inscriptions  to  the  Rev.  Sir  H.  Croft,  Bart.,  and 
Dr.  Nolan,  see  the  lives  of  the  Vicars. 

In  the  churchyard  at  the  east-end  of  the  chancel 
are  three  altar  tombs  of  great  interest  to  the  historian 
and  antiquarian  ;  the  southern  and  middle  ones  are 
those  of  the  Freebomes,  and  the  northern  one  is  that 
of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Negus,*  Vicar  of  this  parish, 
who  died  in  1632.  These  have  been  repaired  at 
various  times  by  the  parish  and  private  individuals, 
and  are  regarded  as  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  many,  as 
links  with  the  past.  The  first  is  of  brick,  surmounted 
by  a  white  marble  slab,  and  has  the  following  curious 
quaint  epitaph  to  two  of  the  wives  of  Lieut-Col.  Free- 
bome  of  the  Priory.     "  Here  lieth  the  Bodys  of  Mrs, 

*  See  liTes  of  the  clergy. 
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Anna  and  Doriihy  Freebome,  wives  of  Mr.  Samvel 
Freeborne,  whoe  departed  this  life  one  3^*  31*^  dF  Jvly, 
Anno  1641,  the  othur  Avgust  y*  20,  Ajxdo  1658,  one 
aged  33  years,  y*  othur  44. 

Ynder  one  stono  two  preoioiis  jem's  do  Uy 

Eqaall  in  wortli^  weight,  lustre,  sanctity :  . 

K  yet  perhaps,  one  <n  them  mie ht  exoell, 

wluch  was'tj  who  knows  I  ask  him  y*  knew  them  well, 

by  long  enjoyment;  if  hee  thns  bee  press'd 

heel  pause,  uien  answere,  truly  both  were  best ; 

were't  in  my  choioe  that  either  of  the  twayne 

might  bee  retnm'd  to  mee  t'  enjoy  agaane, 

which  should  I  chusef  well,  since  I  know  not  whether. 

Vie  moume  for  th'  losse  of  both,  but  wish  for  neither. 

yet  here's  my  comfort,  herein  lyes  my  hope. 

The  time's  a  cominge,  cabinets  shall  ope 

which  are lock't  fiist,  then,  then  shall!  I  see 

my  Jewells  to  my  joy,  my  jeweUa  mee/* 

Above  the  inscription  are  a  skull  and  the  arms  cf 
one  of  Freebome*s  wives,  viz.,  '^  In  a  lozenge  shield, 
three  eagles  displayed."  ^  Freebome  was  not  entitled 
to  bear  arms. 

The  Samuel  Freeborne  or  Freeboume,  mentioned 
on  this  monument  was  Lieutenant  Colonel,  in  1654, 
in  the  local  trained  bands,  raised  for  the  defence  of 
the  Associated  Counties,  and  was  one  of  those  acting 
on  the  Parliament  Committee  for  maintaining  the 
peace  of  the  Eastern  Counties,  during  the  Rebellion  in 
1642  and  1655.  The  sums  assessed  by  them  upon 
this  County  were  various,  for  at  the  beginning  £1125 
were  raised  weekly,  which  increased  afterwards  to 
£6750  monthly.  He  took  a  prominent  position  with 
the  Presbyterian  party  in  tnis  parish,  and  took  a 
decided  part  with  the  Kev.  Thomas  Peck  in  support- 
ing the  malcontents,  as  seen  by  his  signing  the  Cove- 
nant, &c.  The  first  trace  we  have  of  him  in  the 
oarish  book  is  in  1631,  when  he  was  elected  one  of 

See  the  Goodlad  monament  at  Leigh. 
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the  sidesmen  or  assistants  to  the  Churchwardens.  He 
filled  the  office  of  overseer  in  1633,  1637,  and  1669. 
He  died  in  1671  and  was  biuied  the  21st  of  March, 
probably  in  this  vault,  although  there  is  no  record 
thereof  the  space  intended  for  the  same  not  being 
inscribed.  His  mother,  Judith  "ffreebom,"  was 
daughter  of  Vassal  of  Cocksey  Hart,  and  is  honour- 
ably mentioned  in  the  minute  book  the  14th  day  of 
December,  1632,  for  her  good  deeds  *  in  connection 
with  the  destitute  poor.  His  second  wife,  Dorothv, 
was  daughter  of  Richard  Pulley ,f  a  lawyer  of  Leigh, 
and  widow  of  William  Goodlad,^  and  mother  of  Cap- 
tains Richard  and  William  Goodlad.  Tins  appears 
from  her  funeral  sermon§  preached  by  *'  Thomas 
Peck,  M.A.,  preacher  of  God's  words  at  Prittlewell, 
entitled,  ^  The  inseperable  union  between  Christ  and 
a  believer,  which  death  itself  cannot  sever  or  the  bond 
that  can  never  be  broken.'  She  was  buried  24th  of 
August,  1658,  and  the  sermon  was  published  in  1671." 
In  "  1660  Mr.  Sam'*  Ffreebome,  gentleman,  widower," 
again  entered  the  connubial  state,  having  married 
*'Mr8.  Sarah  Paskwood  or  Packwood,Tr  widow  of 
Reyley,  Aug*  8**^"  She  died  in  1673  and  was  buried 
on  the  2nd  of  December.     Freebome  had  a  numerous 

*  See  memoir  of  Negus. 

f  Pulley  was  Steward  of  Lord  Bich,  and  held  the  offloe  under 
the  Grown  of  Deputy  Vioe-Admiral  of  SneK.  He  oame  originally 
from  Bridgnorth,  Salop.  He  lived  long  at  Leigh,  but  retired  to  Ligate- 
rtone,  where  he  died  and  was  buried.    See  Leigh. 

X  Supposed  to  be  a  son  of  William  Gk>odlady  buried  in  the  Leigh  yault, 
by  a  former  wife.  From  the  Homdon-on-the-Hill  registers,  it  appears  a 
William  Goodlad,  was  buried  there  in  1638. 

I  This  sermon  was  sold  at  the  shop  of  Thomas  Parkhurst,  oalled  the 
**  Bible  and  three  Crowns  in  Cheapside,  near  Meroers  Chai>pel,  and  at  the 
Bible  on  London  Bridge,  1671."  A  copy  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Talmash  (nee  Steyens)  of  Orsett. 

f  In  a  deed  of  the  17th  oentury,  one  of  these  Packwood's  is  described  as 
a  batcher. 
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iamjly.  From  the  registers  we  find  that  ^'  Samuell 
Eeble,  of  Ashingdon,  Clarke,  and  Hannah  Freebome, 
single  woman,  were  married  at  Haseley,  Dec.  6th, 
1654,  by  Isaac  Allen,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  thLi  county,  and  on  March  30th,  1659,  John  Can- 
non of  Shoubury,  widower,  and  Frances  ffreeborne, 
singlewoman,  were  married,"  They  were  probably 
daughters  by  his  first  wife.  By  Dorothy,  his  second 
wife,  he  had  ^^  Jonathan,  baptized  in  1650  ;  Joseph, 
baptized  in  1651,  who  died  the  following  year,  and 
Nathaniell,  baptized  in  1653.  By  his  last  wife  he 
had  Samuel,  buried  October  1st,  1661  ;  Mary,  bap- 
tized in  1663  ;  and  another  Samuell,  who  was  bap- 
tized in  1666,  and  died  in  1667." 

The  centre  tomb  is  past  deciphering  :  except  that 

"Here    lieth   interred  the  body  of    Mr,    John  Frebom 

of  this  parish^  gent^  &       worthy 

Zealous Esse    .    •    .     .    of    .    .    y' 

Oospell  of  God y 

Advancement 

Fvll  To     .     • ; 

Father 

He  departed D.,  1617." 

This  John  Frebome  was  probably  husband  of 
Judith  before  mentioned  and  &ther  of  the  Lieut- 
Col.  AmonMt  the  fines  in  Trinity  Term,  3  Eliz., 
a  fine  passed  between  George  Crymble,  pit.,  and 
Thomas  flfrebame*  and  others,  defts.,  of  property, 
in  Magna  Stanbridge.  In  Trin.  Term,  40  Eliz., 
another  between  John  flfreebome,  pit.,  and  Tho. 
Hobson,  gent,  lands,  &c.,  in  Sutton  Magna.  In 
Hilary  Term.  12,  James  l***  between  John  Freeborne, 
P*  and  Rich"^  Staple  and  others  defts  in  Stambridge. 
In  Trinity  Term  1657  Samuel  Freeborne  pit  Esq'- 
and  Rich^Pulley,  Clerk,  of  Gristed  Hall  and  in  Ray- 

*  See  Qreat  Stambridge  for  extracts  from  Begietera.    Bdward  Bawlyn, 
John  Frebame  and  ano£er  held  <*  Dogketts  and  Upwiok  "  in  Kochford. 
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leigh."  The  above  extracts  show  the  connection  of 
these  Freebornes*  with  several  important  families 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  family  of  Goodlad,  with 
one  of  whom  Dorothy  Freeborne  intermarried,  distin- 
guished themselves  as  mariners.  From  her  Majesty's 
rublic  Record  OflBce  we  find  mention  of  John  Good- 
hid  of  **Lygh"  in  the  Uth  and  15th  Henry  VIII., 
as  a  contributor  to  a  subsidy,  again  in  the  34th,  35th, 
and  36th  of  the  same  monarch,  in  which  latter  year  he 
was  rated  at  £14  and  assessed  at  l6s.,  as  his  share  of 
a  benevolence,  advanced  by  the  inhabitants  of  Roch- 
ford  Hundred.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  in  1594, 
we  have  notice  of  John  Goodlad,  John  Bridecake,  and 
Richard  Harris  of  Leigh  who  owned  three  ships 
called  the  Delight  and  the  Desire  of  246  tons  each, 
and  the  Elizabeth  of  194  tons,  in  the  building  of 
which  the  Crown  assisted,  and  the  same  year  Richard 
Goodlad,  Lawrence  Moore,  and  William  Goodlad, 
Mariners,  of  Leigh,  built  three  new  ships  called  the 
Rubye  of  238  tons,  the  Mary  Anne  of  252  tons,  and 
the  Salamander  of  IbO  tons,  receiving  a  free  gift  of 
640  crowns,  to  be  paid  unto  them  out  of  such  duties 
as  shall  grow  due  unto  his  Majesty  for  wares  brought 
in  or  carried  out  in  the  said  ships.  Amongst  the  sub- 
sidies of  the  21*'  James  I.  we  find  mention  of 
"Nathaniell  Goodlad,  Richarde  Chestur,  Richarde 
Hadducke,  Richarde  Pulie,  Robert  Salmon,  and  John 
Bundock.  "  f  Under  "  Warrants  for  issuing  Letters 
of  Marque,"  in  1626  we  find  Nathaniel   Goodlad,  for- 

•  There  was  a  family  of  FreeboarneB  which  resided  in  the  manor  of 
fiatisfords  in  Witham,  one  of  whom  John  Freebourne  issued  tokens,  of 
which  some  thirty  remain  in  the  hands  of  L.  A.  Majendie,  Esq.,  M.P.,  of 
Hedingham  Castle.  Ob.  John  Freebnme—a  rose  crowned.  Be  v.  Jvnior  In 
Witham-J.  F.  1667. 

t  In  1636,  we  find  Frederick  Waggoner  alien,  Gyles  Waggoner  his  son, 
and  Anna  Waggoner  his  daughter,  were  assessed  towards  fittiug  out  a  ship 
at  Portsmouth. 

C     10 
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merly  master  of  the  Peter  and  Andrew,  commanded 
the  William  and  John  fitted  out  for  his  Majesty's 
service  by  the  city  of  London.  The  letter  containinff 
his  appointment  bearing  the  signature  "  Buckingham." 
The  seal  on  this  letter  represents  a  man-of-war  in  full 
rig.,  and  around  it  ''  A  Friendis  Gvift."  Another  of 
this  family,  Captain  William  Goodlad,  commanded 
the  Greenland  fleet  for  twenty  years,  at  one  time  con- 
sisting of  twelve  vessels  for  the  Muscovia  Company, 
which  held  Charters  under  King  James,  in  England. 
In  this  employment  he  escaped  great  dangers  from 
the  rivalry  of  a  competing  company  of  Yarmouth  men, 
who  had  a  patent  originally  granted  to  one  Nathaniell 
Edwards  in  Scotland.  In  1634  the  parties  met  in  a 
cove  on  the  coast  of  Greenland  and  proceeded  from 
words  to  blows,  and  Goodlad  had  a  musket  five  times 
presented  at  him,  and  the  match  applied,  which  for- 
tunately missed  fire  on  each  occasion.  lie  was  a  man 
of  great  valor  and  resolution  and  died  in  1639.  In 
1641  we  have  notice  of  AnnaGoodlad,  widow,  of  Leigh, 
a  contributor  to  a  subsidy  granted  to  the  King.  The 
first  mention  Ave  have  of  the  Goodlads  purchasing 
landed  estates  is  in  1620,  when  Luke  Whetstone  of 
Wapping  sold  to  John  Goodlad  of  Lee  for  twelve 
pounds  two  acres  and  a  half  of  wood  land  in  Lee,  late 
the  inheritance  of  John  Smith,  alius  Miller.  This 
])iece  of  land  adjoined  Wakering  wood  on  the  west, 
land  called  Somers  on  the  East,  Clatterfield  wood  on 
the  north,  and  a  small  wood  some  time  belonging  to 
William  Harris,  Esqr.,  on  the  south.  In  1647  Anna 
Goodlad,  widow  of  the  gallant  Captain  William  Good- 
lad, acquired  property  in  Corruigham,  known  as  *'  Ould 
hall  Downes  and  Cranes  bridge."  She  likewise  bought 
property  in  Stanford  le  Hope  and  Horndon  super 
viontem.  Richard  Goodlad  her  son,  merchant  taylor 
of  London  in  1658,  purchased  Birchwoods  alias  Birch 
house  in  Crixoy  alias  Crixeth  of  200  acres  in   extent, 
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in Burnham,Alderne  alias  Althome,and  Southminster. 
He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  w.ere  interred  at  Leigh. 
A  William  Goodlad  *  of  Bristol  was  implicated  in  a 
conspiracy  in  1663,  the  design  of  which  was  to  seize 
the  Kinsj  and  compel  him  to  declare  for  Presby- 
terianism,  and  against  bishops  and  chimney  money. 

At  the  east  side  of  the  Churchyard  is  an  altar  tomb 
of  brick,  with  stone  slab  and  iron  railing  with  this, 
**Mrs.  Anna  Prentice,  died  15th  Feby.,  1813,  aged 
47  years,"  The  Prentice  family  were  connected  with 
this  Hundred  for  many  years,  and  formerly  resided  at 
West  Hall,  Paglesham.  The  first  mention  of  the 
family  is  in  the  registers  of  Paglesham  in  1 748,  when 
Thomas  Prentice  is  mentioned  who  had  a  son  Golden  f 
Prentice  who  succeeded  him,  and  died  in  1783.  He 
left  two  surviving  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  eldest  son 
was  Golden  Nehemiah  of  Earls  Hall,  Prittlewell,  and 
William  the  youngest  succeeded  his  father  at  West  Hall, 
and  afterwards  resided  and  had  farms  at  Goldhanger  and 
ToUeshunt  Darcy,  which  were  his  wile's  fortune.  He 
left  a  son  William  and  other  children.  His  sister  Ann 
Kuth,  married  Thomas  Harridge,  formerly  of  Witham 
and  then  of  Leigh,  wine  merchant.  Golden  Nehem iah  % 
who  took  Earls  Hall  in  1793,  resided  there  many  years 
and  made  a  considerable  fortune  by  farming  and 
taking  the  Rectorial  Tithes  in  kind.  His  system  of 
cropping  and  observations  are  frequently  quoted  by 
Arthur  Young.  According  to  an  entry  in  the  family 
Bible  written  by  himself,  he  was  born  8th  July,  1763, 
and  married  his  first  wife  Sarah  Keyes  of  Bradwell, 
July  3rd,  1787,  who  died  Jan.   lath,   1789,  aged   24 

*  Hij  wife's  name  was  Sarah.  The  name  has  bcon  written  in  deeds  and 
wills  **  Goodland,"  and  once  so  in  the  Leigh  Registers,  but  does  not  appear 
to  hare  had  the  sanction  of  the  family.  These  miytakes  often  occur,  the 
CotgroTes  of  Leigh  are  sometimes  called  C.)^'gery. 

t  See  Paglesham. 
t  See  Sutton. 
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years,  and  was  buried  at  Paglesham.     By  her  be  had 
one  son,  Wilham  Keyes  Prentice,  who  left  England 
upon  attaining  his  majority.      He  married  secondly 
April  13th,    1790,   Anna  Tabor  of  Bocking,  Essex, 
whose  decease  is  recorded  above.      By  her  he  had 
Golden,  Anna,  and  John,  who  survivea  him,  besides 
John,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  who  died  in  their  infancy, 
and  whose  deaths  are  recorded  on  a  stone  at  the  west 
end  of  the  tower.     The  eldest,  Golden,  born  in  1792, 
held  the  Quay  farm  in  Foulness  for  several  years,  and 
afterwards  one  near  Romford.     He  married  and  had 
a  large  family,  and  went  to  Adelaide  in  South  Aus- 
tralia to  retrieve  his  fortunes.     Anna  married  William 
Kingdon   of  the    Stock    Exchange,    who  afterwards 
became  a  wine    merchant.     John  went  to  America. 
Golden  Nehemiah  February  20th,   1817,   married  his 
third  wife  Mary  Leach  of  Perton,  county  of  Hertford, 
widow  of  Major  Leach  of  the  Line  ;  by  her  he  had  five 
children,  Samuel,  Mary  Ann  Comport,  George  Hailey, 
Emma,  and  Henry.      Samuel  Q.  0.  of  4,  Essex  Court 
Temple,  and  Leinster  Square,  Notting  Hill,  married 
a  Miss  Firman,  and  is  in  good  practice  at  the  Bar. 
Mary  Ann  Comport,  born  in  1820,  married  the  Rev. 
Clement  Bertie  Marriott,  *  Curate  of  Thundersley, 
who  afterwards  had  an  appointment  in  Paris.      He 
lost  his  lite  by  falling  from  aprecipice,  June  23rd,  1873, 
on  the  glacier  Morteralsh,  Switzerland,  and  although 
dClOO  reward  was  offered  for  his  discovery,  the  body 
partly  devoured  by  foxes,  was  not  found  until  nearly 
a  twelvemonth  subsequently,  by  a  Bergamaske  shep- 
herd.    His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Church-yard 
of  St.  Maria,  Pontresina.      George  took  high  honours 
at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  but  his  mind  broke  down 
under  the  pressure.     Emma  is  now  widow  of  Major 

*  Ho  and  Macleod,  Incumbent  of  Canvey  Island,  were  at  that  period  tb^e 
only  Whig  Clergymen  in  the  distriot. 
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Hobsou,  late  of  the  26th  Foot,  and  Henry,  in  Holy 
Orders,  is  married,  and  vacated  the  Rectory  of  Burn- 
ham  near  Taplow  for  that  of  Oldford  in  Somersetshire. 
In  1828  G.  N.  Prentice  retired  to  Rayleigh  and  lived 
for  some  years  at  the  Bull  house  (his  own),  farming 
a  small  farm  which  he  had  purchased,  called  Bowdens, 
alias  the  Caddy.  He  likewise  owned  the  following 
estates,  "Hill  house"  *  near  the  Priory  Gate  in 
PrittleweU  Street,  the  *'  Malting,"  and  land  at  Roch- 
ford,  likewise  "  Boteler's  "  f  and  "  Oliphants  "  farms 
in  Bassildon  and  Nevendon,  land  in  Bassildon  and 
Fobbing,  and  land  called  '*  Bassildon  Bull  Pond  "  % 
Field,  and  a  marsh  farm  at  Bowers,  called  "  Little 
Mussells."  Some  of  this  property  is  now  in  his  family, 
but  by  a  decree  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
Botelers,  (now  known  as  the  Moat  House),  and 
Oliphants  were  sold  in  1848  to  the  tenant  James 
Raynham.  Botelers  brought  £5160,  and  Oliphants 
£4730  ;  the  land  in  Bassildon  and  Fobbing  was  sold 
to  Mr.  Count,  and  Bull  Pond  Field  to  Mr.  Woodward. 
The  house  at  Rayleigh,  formerly  the  Bull  Inn,  to 
Henry  Finch,  horsedealer,  for  £760,  the  Caddy  farm, 
with  Chequers  mead,  Rayleigh,  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Twynefor  £1980.  G.  N.  Ptentice  was  a  great  pro- 
ficient in  whist  and  billiards,  and  died  14th  January, 
1 841,  aged  77  years,  and  is  buried  in  Rayleigh  Church 
yard  in  a  tomb  near  the  Rectory  grounds,  together 
with  his  wife  Mary,  who  died  3rd  March,  1844,  in 
her  60th  year. 

A  few  yards  to  the  north  of  the  Prentices'  vault  at 
PrittleweU  is  a  black  horizontal  slab  protected  by  iron 

•      Formerlj  in  Jamet  BaTen  and  then  of  Mary  his  wife. 

f  Botelen  farm  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire  daring  Bajnham'i  occu- 
pation. 

X  Bull  Pond  Field  was  formerly  part  of  the  globe  lands  belonging  to  the 
Rpctory  of  Laindon  oum  Bassildon,  and  in  1810  was  sold  by  the  then  Beotor, 
under  the  prorisions  of  the  Land  Tax  Bedemption  Acts. 
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railings,  beneath  which  lie  the  remains  of  Lucy  Mary, 
only  daughter  of  Major  Leach,  and  wife  of  James 
Tabor  of  Earls  Hall,  who  died  in  1853.  Several  of 
their  children  are  here  interred,  but  as  the  inscription 
is  so  slightly  incised  and  the  stone  broken,  it  is  quite 
illegible. 

Amongst  the  few  old  stones  is  one  at  the  south  west 
corner  to  "  Alexander  Robertson "  *  who  died 
May  29th,  1 731,  aged  44."  Stone  to  the  east  of  the 
Chancel  to  "  John  Casten.  who  died  in  1701."  On 
the  south  side  are  stones  to  members  of  the  Parker 
family,  dated  1742.  "To  John  Griggs,  May  12th, 
1747,  aged  36,  also  of  Elizabeth  Griggs  his  wife." 
Stone  to  Mary  Webb,  daughter  of  Samuel  Webb,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  Oct.  10,  1743,  aged  41  years.  Stone 
at  the  east  end  of  the  chancel  to  "  Henry  Lewis  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  aged  60,"  who  died  in  1735. 
One  to  John  Cornish,  son  of  *' John  Cornish,  f  who 
departed  this  life  18th  day  of  April,  1736,  aged  19 
years."  A  stone  with  "  Here  lies  the  body  of  Sam*- 
Purkes,  who  died  Novr.  2nd,  1747,  aged  79  years, 
also  Eliz.  his  wife,  Nov.  9th,  1747,  aged  62  years." 
A  Sam*'  Purchas  J  in  1706  was  rated  for  Captain 
Travanion's  house,  and  was  Constable  in  1709,  and 
171G.  Thjre  is  a  note  in  the  Register  book  by  Dr. 
Nolan  that  the  burials  from  1742  to  1756  are  missing. 
"To  John  Aylett  who  died  in  1731."  He  lived  at 
Eoots  hall.  On  the  south  side,  stone  to  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Jenery,  aged  65,  who  died  in  1781."  On  the 
east  side  are  stones  to  "  Sarah,  wife  of  Christopher 
Robjent,  who  died  in  1 747  aged  57,"  to  "  Chris'-  Rob- 
jent,  who  died  in  1780,  aged  57,  also  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Robjent  his  wile,  wlio  died  in  1782,  aged  60  years," 

•  His  wife  Elizabeth  Robertson  wae  Overseer  in  1732. 

■f  See  Covenant. 

I  JamcB  Purchas  was  married  to  AnnJagger  in  1706. 
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to  *' Margaret,  wife  of  James  Robjent,  11th  Feb.,  1815, 
aged  59,  also  of  James  Robjent,  April  13th,  1847, 
aged  88  years."  This  James  Robjent  at  one  time 
occupied  Coleman's  in  this  parish,  and  afterwards 
South  Shoebury  hall,  and  died  at  White  House  North 
Shoebury.  The  family  are  now  extinct,  the  last  of 
them,  Samuel,  died  at  Gt.  Stambridge,  and  was  buried 
at  North  Shoebury.  *  They  flourished  for  about  two 
centuries  in  Prittlewell.  Xtopher  Robjon  was  Over- 
seer in  1698.  John  Robjent  occupied  Chalkwell  hall  in 
1780,  and  the  family  in  1 717  held  Colemans,  Barlings, 
Hurlocks,Trotters,Jackheards  and  Oxnards.  The  name 
occurs  in  parish  records  as  Robjcne,  Robjon,  f  Rob- 
gant,  Robeient,  Robgon,  and  Robiohn.  Oa  the  south 
side  is  a  stone  to  "  Thomas  Sumner  Kemp,  who  was 
unfortunately  drowned  the  11th  June,  1799,  aged 
27  years. 

<Ko  waminsr  civen  !  nnoeromonioaB  fate, 
A  sudden  ruBh  from  life's  meridian  joj.'  ** 

This  affair  was  a  very  sad  one,  in  which  seven  persons 
perished  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat  in  returning  from 
Gravesend  to  Prittlewell.  Besides  T.  S.  Kemp,  there 
were  lost  Sarah  Lacell,  of  Smaldons,  aged  25,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Pritchard,  J  aged  26,  Sarah  Jones  aged  19, 
Isaac  Sutton  aged  27  years,  footman  to  Pritchard, 
and  two  watermen.  jVliss  Lacell,  Miss  Jones,  and 
the  Rev.  T.  Pritchard,  were  buried  in  the  tomb  of  the 
Marshall's  of  the  Priory.  The  General  Evening  Post 
of  1799  describes  the  accident  "as  arising  from  rash 
and  unskilful  management,  it  taking  place  off  Coal- 
house  point  near  Tilbury.''  The  body  of  Miss  Lacell, 
described  as  that  of  a  beautiful  young  woman  was  dis- 
covered, having  her  arms  closely  entwined  in  a  part  of 

*  See  that  parish.     From  an  old  family  Bible  of  Samnel  Eobjeiit*B,  we 
glean  that  a  Christopher  Kobjont  was  born  at  Satton  in  1687. 

f  No  donbt  originally  Bobert  BOn  of  John. 

I  See  New  Barrs  Hall. 
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the  furniture.  She  had  a  note  in  her  pocket  directed 
to  her  at  a  Clergyman's  near  Prittlewell.  The  boat 
went  down  stern  foremost  instantaneously.  The  tomb 
of  the  Marshalls  is  a  stone  altar  one,  in  which  William 
Marshall  was  interred,  who  died  July  1st,  1779. 
Several  of  the  Lacells  are  here  interred,  and  "  Alice 
Mills  who  died  May  18th,  1807,  aged  68  years." 
Near  this  is  a  stone  to  "  Mrs.  Alice  Marshall,  who 
departed  this  life  Nov.  23rd,  1756,  aged  44  years." 
Another  to  "Elizabeth  Maiden  *  who  died  8th  of 
April,  1747,  aged  67."  Near  by,  are  several  more 
stones  of  the  Kemp  f  family.  One  to  "  Mrs.  Martha 
Kemp,  who  died  Sept.  6th,  1742,  aged  25  ;  also  John 
Kemp  her  husband,  Feb.  18th,  1757,  aged  42." 
Another  to  "  J.  D.  Kemp,  June  18th,  1810,  aged  72, 
also  Mary  Kemp  his  wife.  May  6, 1826,  in  the  75th  year 
of  her  age."  There  are  four  stones  of  the  Harridge 
family.  "  Tliomas  Harridge,  Oct,  3rd,  1833,  aged  68, 
Ann  Ruth  his  wife  Feb.  26th,  1845,  aged  69.  Golden 
their  son  in  1829,  aged  27,  and  Thomas  in  1858,  aged 
61."  Here  is  an  altar  tomb  with  "Sacred  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Jane  Brown  wife  of  James  Brown, 
Esq.,  of  this  parish,  who  died  6th  August,  1820,  aged 
66  years,  also  the  above  James  Brown  died  Oct.  2 1  st, 
1821,  aged  68.  James  Furber  Brown,  late  of  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex,  22nd  Dec.  1823,  aged  38  years,  also 
Samuel  Brown,  Esq.,  15th  Nov.  1827,  aged  30  years." 
Some  time  after  the  burial  of  this  Samuel  Brown 
crowds  of  people  visited  and  watched  in  the  Church- 
yard, believing  they  could  hear  a  noise  in  the  tomb. 
This  occurred  about  the  period  of  the  superstition 
relating  to  noises  in  Hockley  Bull  Wood.      There  is  a 

*  John  Maiden,  Charohwarden  in  1709,  held  the  Priory.    Samuel  Halden 
farmed  Southend  in  1717,  Colemans,  and  Burnt  house  in  1721. 

f  Of  this  family  was  George  Tawke  Kemp,  who  died  in  1877.     He  wan 
youngeat  eon  of  John  Kemp  ot  Broomhills,   Rochford,  Essex,  and  lived  at 
Beechwood,  in  Rochdale.  Lancashire,  and  iras  a  leading  partner  in  the  firm 
f  Kelpal^  and  Kemp,  woollen  raannfactarers. 
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vault  on  the  south  side  of  the  Church  with  "  Sacred  to 
to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Susan  Briggs  late  ^vife 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Briggs,  of  this  parish,  who 
died  May  17th,  1787,  aged  45  years."  A  stone 
to  "  Henry  Cowling,  Esq.,  the  only  surviving  son  of 
William  Oowling,  Esq.,  and  Dorothea  Henrietta  his 
wife,  of  Chambers,  in  this  County,  who  died  the  18th 
day  of  May,  1821,  in  the  39th  year  of  his  age." 
Stones  to  the  Absalom,  Adams,  *  Ham,  Lewin,  Unwin, 
Orpwood,  Cook,  Thipthorpe,  Lacey,  Murrells,  Scott, 
Cook,  Pledger,  Archer,  Forrest,  MuUey,  Capon,  f 
Carr,  Bell,  Carnell,  Willsmer,  Goodman,  Bradley, 
Watson,  Collins,  Jenkins,  Price,  Hooper,  Tranter, 
Truss,  Lane,  Hartley,  Estlin,  Brady,  Hume, 
Hockett,  Wade,  Parry,  Cross,  Saflfory,  Sylvester, 
Robinson,  Smithy  Odden,  Heard,  Wodward, 
Thornton,  Bragg,  Aske,  Garon,  Haines,  J  Guiver, 
Howe,  Gooding,  Lilly,  Wells,  Spendelow,  Hughes, 
Harrison,  Belcham,  oparks,  Ingram,  Shepheard,  Fox, 
Cadman,  Norman,  Totman,  Camp,  Underwood,  Pal- 
mer, Boosey,  Snell,  Felton,  Livermore,  Wakeling, 
Cater,  Pearson,  Warran,  Keer,  Barnes,  Thorn,  Hills, 
Madocks,  Whale,  Fairhead,  Sopwith,  and  Culham 
families.  There  are  several  stones  to  the  Lindsells, 
"  Thomas  Lindsell  in  1 788,  aged  52  years.  Thomas 
Lindsell,  June  18th,  1821,  aged  62.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Lindsell,  Jany.  2nd,  1836,  aged  84  years.  John 
Lmdsell,  Feby.  9th,  1832,  aged  62."  A  stone  to 
"  Captain  James  Bullock,  Royal  Navy,  March  19th, 
1825,  aged  76."  He  was  father  of  the  late  Admiral 
Bullock,  R.N.  "  To  Lady  Harriet  Shairp,  §  relict  of 
Sir  Stephen  Shairp,  1 1th  May,  1867,  aged  96."     Lady 

*  Adami  held  the  &ed  Lion  in  1732. 

t  John  Capon  of  the  Hope  Inn,  Southend,  died  Oot.  lOth,  1797,  aged  86. 
I  Samuel  Haines  died  in  1761,  aged  60.    Aleii  Haines  in  1766  aged  48. 
§  ETidently  an  incorreot  title.    It  should  be  to  «  Harriet,  Lady  Shairp." 
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Shairp's  maiden  name  was  Bateman,  her  first  husband 
was  Edward  Astle,  an  East  Indian  Director,  her  second 
was  Sir  Stephen  Shairp,  Knight,  an  eminent  Russian 
Merchant,  Consul  at  St.  Petersburg. 

On  a   stone  to   the  south,    "  Here   lies  the  body 
of  Eliz***   Jackson,  wife  of  Joseph  Jackson,   Apoth'- 
of  this  parish,  ob.  20  April,  1744,  in  the  35th  year  of 
her  age.      She  was  during  life,    a  most   benevolent 
friend  and  neighbour.      A  most  affectionate  relation. 
A  most  tender  parent.     A  most  dutiful  wife.     A  most 
eminent  Christian."      Within  two  feet  of  the  south 
wall  of  the  Church  is  aflat  stone  to  ^^  Thomas  Mashiter 
Rowlatt,  who  died  18th  of  Novr.,   1855,  aged  33." 
Stone  to  John  Young,  who  died  Jany.  25th,  1762, 
aged  40,  and  Isabella  Brown  his  daughter,  in  1764, 
aged  20  years."     Stone  to  A.  Vandervord  who  died 
July  1st,  1817,  aged  57."  He  was  of  Dutch  extraction. 
Three  brothers   came  from  Holland,    either  during 
the    Spanish    persecution,    or    at    a    later    period, 
when   Canvey  was    inned,   of  whom   one  returned, 
another     settled  ^at    Bemfleet,     and     a    third      at 
Horndon  on  the  Hill,  where  his  descendants  remain. 
The  Bemfleet    branch    have    been     Hoymen    since 
that  time,   and  still  flourish  in  this  parish.     At  the 
east  end  of  the  Church  is  a  tomb  with  iron  railings  to 
*'  Sarah,  widow  of  the  late  Rear  Admiral  Bingham, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Vice  Admiral  Sir  William 
Parker,  Bart,  born  March  4th,  1774,  died  March  17th, 
1856."       The  creation  of  the  Baronetcy  of  Parker 
dates  from  24th  June,  1797.      The  family  were  of 
Queenborough,  Co.,  Kent.     To  the  left  of  the  path 
leading  from  the  south  gate  to  the  porch  is  an  en- 
closure 22  feet  long  by  10  feet  wide.     The  only  stone 
visible  is  an  upright  one  with  "  Here  lies  the  body  of 
Anne  Paine,  wife  of  George    Paine    of  this    parish, 
who  departed  this  life  Feby.  7th,  1744,  aged  43  years." 
There  are  said  to  be  several  flat  stones  within  this 


ROCHFORD   HUNDRKD.  572 

enclosure,  but  they  are  hidden  with  ivy  and  other 
creepers.  George  Paine  occupied  Milton  Hall  and 
the  Mill  in  1 734.  Near  this  are  several  stones  to  the 
Miller  family  of  the  Royal  Hotel.  One  of  these, 
"  Daniel  Miller  was  killed  in  1825,  aged  46,"  at  the 
White  Gate,  Southend,  by  a  young  restive  colt  rearing 
and  falling  upon  him.  His  father  ^'  Daniel  died  in 
1831,  aged  75."  A  stone  with  **  Here  lye  the  body 
of  Edmvnd  Palmer  *  and  Joseph  Guttridge,  sons  of 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Farney,  f  of  this  town,  widow,  whom 
she  had  by  her  two  former  husbands,  the  youngest 
aged  26,  the  eldest  38  years,  who  died  in  169S,  in 
memory  of  whom,  their  mother  caused  this  stone  to  be 
placed  to  their  grave."  Close  by  is  an  altar  tomb 
with  "  Here  lyetn  the  body  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Famley  of 
this  parish, widow, who  died  y*  1 3th  April,  1708,  also  the 
body  of  Edmund,  an  infant,  who  died  the  1 5th  August, 
1699,  also  the  body  of  Edmond  Hanson,  who  dyed 
15th  August,  1709,  son  of  Mr.  John  Hanson  and 
Sarah  his  wife,  grand-dau£[hter  to  the  said  Eleanor 
Farnley  who  caused  this  tomb  to  be  laid.  Also  of 
Thomas  Hanson  who  died  April  7th,  1798,  aged  36 
years,  also  Mrs.  Martha  Hanson  wife  of  the  above, 
April  20,  1826,  aged  60  years."  One  of  this  family, 
John  Hanson,  was  Overseer  in  1706.  A  Thomas  Han- 
son farmed  Milton  Hall  in  1758,  and  Robert  Hanson 
held  a  farm  here  in  1768.  The  family  afterwards 
migrated  to  New  Jenkins  farm  Stanford-le-Hope. 
Near  the  porch  a  stone  *'  Here  lieth  interred  the  body 
of  Valentine,  late  wife  of  Edward  Driver  of  this  parish 
who  departed  this  life  y*  7tli  day  of  November  armo 
domini  172^^  aged  38  years,  and  also  one  daughter 

*  An  Edmand  Palmer  was  ohoeen  Sezion  to  oontinne  "  dwra/nti  heme  m 
gmtrii  "  7th  of  April,  1646.  Edward  Palmer,  a  tailor,  wan  Church  burden 
in  1664. 

t  '*  Ellenor  ffarnej  "  and  Christopher  Bobjon  were  Orerseers  of  the  poor 
in  1704.  Mrs.  ffarnoy  owned  several  houses  and  fields.  She  was  widow 
of  John  "  ffarny." 
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named  Valentine  was  buried  here  aged  7  weeks." 
Edward  Driver  was  rated  here  in  1697.  Samuel 
Driver  in  1713,  and  Ambrose  Driver  in  1728  for  a 
house  and  shop.  At  the  south  west  corner  a  stone 
to  "  Henry  Broadhurst  aged  28  years,  William  Field 
aged  24,  and  Noah  Farebrother  Dearlove  aged  24,  all 
of  London,  gentlemen, who  were  unfortunately  drowned 
off  Leigh,  when  on  a  party  of  pleasure  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1824."  The  tomb  of  the  Heygates,  the  dates 
of  whose  deaths  have  already  been  given,  is  a  coped 
one,  on  a  chamfered  plinth  ;  on  the  top  is  a  cross  in 
relief  of  an  early  mediaeval  form.  The  tomb  is  worked 
out  of  one  solid  block  of  red  granite  from  the  Mull 
quarries.  Near  the  School  is  a  tomb  to  "  Harriet 
Ann,  daughter  of  George  and  Harriet  Wray,  who  died 
in  1816,  aged  1  year  and  7  months, 

Just  with  her  lips  the  cup  of  life  she  pressed, 
Found  the  taste  bitter  and  declined  the  rest  ; 
Averse  then,  turning  from  the  face  of  day 
She  softlj  sighed  her  little  soul  away." 

Two  Stones  to  the  Barkers  of  the  Thames  farm, 
"Thomas  Barker  died  Jany.  31st,  1855.  Rebecca 
Barker  Sep.  1st,  1849,  aged  69  years."  On  the  south 
side  of  the  Tower,  a  brick  altar  tomb  with  stone  slab 
to  "  Ann,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Ann  Monk,  who 
died  in  1817."  They  Hved  at  Chalkwell  hall.  To 
the  north  of  the  Church,  a  stone  to  •*  William  Renne- 
son,  Mariner,  of  the  British  Navy,  died  July  21st, 
1821.  Served  24  years."  '*  To  Lieutenant  John 
Hill  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  was  drowned  on  the 
17th  April,  1799  on  his  passage  from  Sheerness  to 
London,  aged  25  years.  To  the  memory  of  George 
Stark  of  Auchter-muchty,  Fifeshire,  and  late  Surgeon 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Terror,  Ayho  departed  this  life  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1808,  aged  34  years.  To  the  Rev.  William 
Lakin,  Primitive  Methodist  Minister,  who  fell  asleep 
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in  Jesus,  May  25th,  1870,  aged  34.      In  memory  of 

Thomas,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Elwick,  of  Gainsbro' 

Lincolnshire,  March  31,  aged  18  years, 

'Twaa  by  a  fall  from  the  mast  sharp  and  seyere 
My  thread  was  cut,  farewell  my  parents  dear. 

To  Edmund  Taylor,  of  Battles-Bridge  in  this  County  > 
Sept.   13th,    1839,  aged  66    years,   also  Eliz,  Sarah 
Taylor  his  relict  June  7th,  1852,  aged  73.     To  Joseph 
Bentall,  Dec.  26th,  1851,  aged  36  years."      He  lived 
at  Barlings,  and  was  accidentally  killed  whilst  partridge 
shooting  in  his  own  fields.     "  In  memory  of  Captain 
William  Howland  Hayward,  who  died  1st  Nov.  1828, 
aged  57,  also  William  Hayward  son  of  the  above,  and 
grandson  of  the  late  Jeremiah  Kersteman,  of  Loftmans, 
Canewdon,  who  died  in  Jamaica  9th  Nov.  1831,  aged 
22  years.     To  Frances  Goodwin,  youngest  daughter 
of  John  Morgan,  Esq.,  of  Bramfield,  Herts,  and  widow 
of  John  Goodwin  of  Bath,  died  in  1855,  born  in  1781. 
In  memoiy  of  Edward  Calrow,  eldest   son  of  Joseph 
Cairo w  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  who  died  in  1841,  in 
the  17th  year  of  his  age,  also  to  the  memory  of  the 
above  Joseph  Calrow,  Esq.,    who  died  April  11th, 
1842,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age,   also  of  Dinah  Cal- 
row, relict  of  the  above,  in  1861,  in  the  73rd  year  of 
her  age.     To  W.  T.  Mc  Cormick  of  Cardiflf,  formerly 
of  New  Ross,  Ireland,  died  at  Southend  12th  Aug. 
1842,  also  of  James  V.  Mc  Cormick,  M.D.,  elder  brother 
of  the  above,  who  died  at  his  residence  Bayswater, 
London,  in  1869,  aged  48. 

Important  question          Acts  16,   SO. 
The  answer 31. 

To  Lydia,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  White, 
Oct.  29th,  1864,  aged  88  years.  This  stone  is  raised 
in  affectionate  remembrance  of  Rev.  George  Lark- 
worthy  Smith  by  his  beloved  wife.  He  labored  with 
great  success  for  1 8  years,  principally  at  Halesworth, 
Suffolk,  and  partly  at  Sion  Chapel,  London.     He  died 
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3l8t  Oct.  1856,  aged  49  years,  also  of  Ann  his  wife, 
who  died  at  Chelmsford  May  18th,  1867,  aged  72 
years.  To  John  Curtis,  Esq.,  late  of  Doctors  Com- 
mons, London,  died  July  29th,  1816,  aged  52  years." 
At  the  east  end  of  the  Little  chancel,  is  a  white 
marble  tomb  with  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Alicia 
Am6,  the  beloved  wife  of  John  Farley  Leith,  Esqre., 
one  of  her  Majesty's  Counsel,  M.P.  for  Aberdeen,  and 
of  St.  Mary's  Priory,  Prittlewell,  died  25th  Septem- 
ber, 1876." 

A  House  called  the  Church  House  formerly  stood 
in  a  yard  and  garden  adjoining  the  Churchyard  to  the 
north,  to  which  in  late  years  the  only  right  of  way- 
was  by  a  footpath  through  the  Churchyard  from  North 
Street,  but  tradition  points  to  an  entrance  formerly- 
through  the  King's  Head  premises  or  yard.  The  old 
House  fell  down  in  1712,  and  was  replaced  by  some 
cottages  now  demolished.  It  was  formerly  the  resi- 
dence of  Captain  Stane,  an  important  personage  during 
the  Common-wealth.  It  was  at  one  time  owned  by 
Mary  Case  ♦  (daughter  of  Samuel  Ayliffe),  widow  of 
Jonas  Tyrell  and  wife  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Case, 
Rector  of  Wickford.  She  died  in  1755,  and  left  this 
property  to  her  husband,  who  died  in  1761.  It  then 
descended  as  *'  Bobbet's  Hole  "  to  James  Hutchons, 
who  was  admitted  in  1829,  and  then  went  to  his  son 
James  Hutchons,  of  Blandford  Square,  Marylebone, 
Middlesex,  and  Catherine  Church  Hutchons  n^e  Payne 

*  In  1761  a  Mary  Case,  widow,  died  posseised  of  land  called  Hollands 
near  -'  Posthead  "  Wick,  and  hadome  tenement  called  Corner  House,  other, 
wise  the  Cross  K^s.  On  her  death,  the  latter  was  vested  in  Thomas  Case, 
an  infant,  son  of  James  Case  deceased,  and  great  grandson  of  Thomas  Case, 
Clerk,  Sector  of  Sonthchnrch,  and  to  which  the  Bey.  T  Case,  Rector  of  Wick, 
ferd  was  admitted.  This  infant  died  circa  1768,  when  the  Cross  Keys  went 
to  his  aunt  Sarah  Case,  who  afterwards  married  the  Rev.  George  Morrison 
and  saccessiTelj  two  others.  This  house  now  known  as  <'  Fryers  "  formerly 
the  Cross  Keys  and  since  the  Batchers  Arms,  abats  on  the  Charch  yard  to 
the^  north,  and  the  highway  leading  to  Polstead  Wick  on  the  sonth.  The  cellar 
which  is  Tery  ancient  contains  two  square  headed  niches.  It  now  belonge 
to  Miss  Bell. 
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his  wife,  who  were  admitted  in  1853.  Hutchons  sold 
the  churchyard  house  to  D.  R.  Scratton  circa  1857, 
who  added  the  site  to  the  Church  field,  and  sold  it  in 
1869  to  Scudder. 

Of  the  earlier  Vicars  of  this  parish  Uttle  is  known. 
There  was  a  John  de  Staple  (probably  of  the  family  of 
Thomas  Stapel  interred  under  a  black  slab  in  Shopland 
Church)  who  had  this  living  in  1323,  the  Patrons 
being  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Prittlewell.  We 
shall  pass  over  many  others  until  we  come  to  John 
Thomas,  presented  by  Sir  Thomas  Audley,  inducted 
loth  June  1 539,  deprived  in  1554,  afterwards  restored 
and  died  in  1 569.  When  Edward  VI.'s  Commissioners 
made  their  survey  of  Church  godds  in  1552,  from  the 
evidence  then  taken,  it  appears  that  the  Church- 
wardens with  the  consent  of  the  Parish  had  got  rid  of 
nearly  all  the  Jewells  and  ornaments  used  in  Roman 
Catholic  times,  so  that  the  King  could  seize  little,  but 
of  the  spoil  the  Vicar  had  purchased,  appropriated  and 
was  indebted  to  the  parish  for  a  *'hers  cloth  of  grene 
sylke,  pryce  V*-."  He  probably  wanted  the  funeral 
pall  for  a  carpet,  coverlet,  or  bed  hangings.  Edward 
or  Edmund  Barker,  his  successor,  was  presented 
by  Robert  Lord  Rich.  From  Baker's  MSS. 
B.M.  we  gather  he  was  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  B.A. 
1562.  In  1581  he  was  one  of  the  witnesses  before  a 
commission  sent  down  to  make  enquiries  against 
Robert  Wright  and  others  accused  of  holding  Noncon- 
formist meetings  in  the  house  of  Lord  Rich  at  Roch- 
ford  Hall,  where  Wright  styled  the  preachers  that 
followed  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  "  dumb  dogs,'* 
for  an  account  of  which  see  that  parish.  Samuel 
"  Smyth  "  became  Vicar  30th  November,  1615,  upon 
the  death  of  John  Gulson.  Newcourt  says  he  was  a 
Minister's  son,  and  was  born  in  Worcestershire,  and 
refers  us  to  Ath.  Ox.  Vol.  ii.  p.  224.  In  Nichol's 
series  of  Commentaries  "    Samuel  Smith  was  son  of 
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Will  Smithe  vicar  of  Dudley,  bom  28tli  Feb,  1583,  a 
*batler'  of  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  in  1603,"  which 
looks  like  slender  means  on  the  part  of  his  father,  and 
what  was  no  uncommon  thing  in  those  days,  seems  to 
have  left  without  taking  a   degree.      In   1614  vras 
Mmister  of  Roxwell  in  Essex,  where  he  published  his 
**  David's  Blessed  Man/'  and  was  presented  to  Prittle- 
well  the  foUowmg  year.     His  health  was  indifferent 
as  shown  in  the  prefaces  to  two  of  his  works  published 
in  1 6 1 9  and  1620.     He  probably  left  Prittlewell  about 
this  time  and  is  thought  to  have  removed  to  Kinver 
or  Worcester  or  to  London,  why  is  not  known.      We 
next  find  him   at   Cound  in   Shropshire,    to    which 
Cressedge  *  was  attached.      He  was  Vicar  of  these 
combined  parishes,  and  signed  the  testimony  of  the 
Shropshire  ministers  as  Pastor  of  Cound  in  1648,  and 
was  an  assistant  to  the  commissioners  for  ^  scandalous 
and  ignorant  ministers  '  in  Shropshire,   was  ejected 
from  his  livings  in  1662,  returned  to  Dudley,  where 
he  died  March  17th  1 665  oet  79,  and  was  buried  at  the 
end  of  the  chancel.     Calamy  says  of  1dm,  that  he  was 
a  '  very  holy,  judicious  man,  and  greatly  esteemed/ 
He  was  a  very    i)opular  writer  and  published   the 
following  :    I.     David's  Blessed  Man  ;  on  Psalm  1, 
in  1 6 1 4,  which  went  through  fifteen  editions.     2.  Ex- 
position of  Hosea  vi.  in  1617,  of  which  no  extant  copy 
is  known.     3.  David's  Repentance,  or  a  plain  exposi- 
tion of  Psalm  li.  in  1618-19  of  which  there  were 
several  editions.     4.  Joseph  and  his  Mistress,  in  five 
sermons   on   Gen.  xxxix.   in    1619.      5.  The  Great 
Assize,  or  the  day  of  Jubilee,  in  four   sermons    on 
Rev.  XX.  printed  in   1619  and  about  one  and  thirty 
times  up  to  1684.      6.  A  fold  for  Christ's  Sheep,  in 
two  Sermons  on  Songs  of  Solomon,  printed  two  and 

'  *  Palmer  in  his  Nonconformist's  Memorial  writes  there  was  a  Saraael 
Smith  at  Sandon  (U.S.)  and  supposes  him  to  be  the  person  mentioned  at 
Cresidi^e  in  Shropshire. 
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thirty  times  up  to  1684.  7.  Christ's  last  Supper  in 
five  Sermons,  in  1620.  8.  Christ's  Preparation  to 
his  own  death,  in  1620.  9.  A  Christian  Task  :  Ser- 
mon at  the  funeral  of  Master  John  Lawson,  Gent.,  at 
Prittlewell,  28th  Dec.  1619,  on  Psalm  xc.  12,  pub- 
lished in  1620.  10.  Noah's  Dove,  or  Tydings  of 
Peace  to  the  Godly,  in  1620.  11.  The  chiefe  Shep- 
herd, in  1625,  dedicated  to  Mr.  Edward  Seabrid,  Esq. 
12.  The  admirable  Convert,  or  the  Miraculous  con- 
version of  the  thief  on  the  Cross,  in  1632,  dedicated  to 
Sir  Richard  Greave  and  Lady.  13.  The  Ethiopian 
Eunuch's  Conversion,  in  1632,  dedicated  to  Sir  Richard 
Newport.  14.  Moses,  his  prayer,  on  Psalm  xc,  in 
1656,  dedicated  to  Samuel  Freborne  and  his  consort. 

15.  A  looking  glass  for  Saints  and  Sinners,  in  1663. 

16.  The  Christian's  Guide,  of  which  no  extant  copy 
is  known,  an  early  work.  Smyth  was  succeeded  by 
Jonathan  *  Negus,  whose  monument  at  the  end  of  the 
chancel  has  already  been  alluded  to.  He  is  probably 
the  person  referred  to  in  Cole  MS.  B.M.  Vol.xv.  60, 
who  gives  Jon°  Negus  of  King's,  Cambridge,  M.A. 
In  the  Prittlewell  registers  we  find,  "  1664,  Judith 
Negus,  wife  of  Jonathan,  Minister,  buried."  He  signs 
himself  in  the  Minute  Book  of  Prittlewell  as  Vicar  in 
1625,  and  died  in  1633. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  as  Negus  signed  a 
document  respecting  the  poor  the  year  previous  to  his 
death,  to  give  some  account  of  them  from  this  time  to 
the  formation  of  the  present  Union.  In  1630  there 
is  an  account  of  William  Battle,  a  lame  boy  apprenticed 
to  William  Harding  of  Leigh  for  8  years,  for  the  sum 
of  ten  pounds,  and  he  is  to  be  provided  with  a  leather 
suit,  one  shirt,  a  pair  of  hose  and  shoes.      Although 

*  In  1651  in  the  Prittlewell  Begisters  is  this  entry,  "  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  l^egna,  bapd."  This  may  be  the  John  Negus  of  Barling, 
refeijred  to  at  page  370.  From  the  Lambeth  library  we  find  that  John 
NegUB  waB  presented  by  Olirer  CromWell  to  Woodham  Ferris,  Deo.  8th,  1655. 

c    11 
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there  h&d  been  some  attempts  to  give  employment  to 
persons  without  means,  a  step  in  this  direction  was 
made  by  Negus,  for  we  find  "  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1 632,  the  parishioners  of  Prittlewell,  whose  names 
are  here  subscribed,  agreed  amongst  themselves  for 
the  setting  of  their  poor  on  work  as  followeth,yiz. :  first, 
that  the  four  persons  here  mentioned  should  lay  down 
forty  shillings  a  piece  for  the  providing  of  materials,  as 
wool,  flax,  hemp  " ;  among  "  these  four  are  Jonathan 
Megus,  Judith  ffreebom.  ♦  "  In  1637  the  expenses 
<^  maintaining  the  poor  were  considerable,  as  shown 
by  the  accounts  of  Symon  Boutell  and  Samuel  fTre- 
bourn,  which  amounted  to  £30  6s.  8d.  In  1 645  there 
is  a  memorandum  showing  how  particular  the  pariah 
was  in  preventing  persons  without  means  becoming 
inhabitants,  and  punishing  those  who  decamped  and 
left  burthens  behind  them,  and  directing  such  expenses 
should  fall  upon  neglectfiil  officers.  In  1648  the  allow- 
ance to  a  male  pauper  was  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  week 
and  to  a  widow  Is.,  one  of  whose  goods  after  death 
were  seized  and  sold  by  the  parish  for  12s.  In  1652 
Captain  Stane,  f  who  was  then  Overseer,  made  him- 
sell'  very  active  in  employing  the  poor  by  purchasing 
hempen  yarn,  and  spinning  and  weaving  the  same  into 
cloth.  In  I G65,  Stane,  who  then  had  charge  of  the 
poor's  stock,  had  72  lbs.  of  flaxen  yarn  in  hand,  and  in 
1666  his  accounts  show  that  he  received  for  69  ells  of 
cloth  made  of  the  72  lbs.  of  yarn  ^6  6s.,  the  weaving 
of  which  cost  £1  14s.  6d.,  that  he  sold  likewise  21 
yards  of  flaxen  cloth  for  IBs.  2d.,  the  cloth  being 
three  qrs.  J  wide.     Besides  the  care  of  their  own  poor, 

•  The  cither  two  are  not  named. 

t  Captain  Edward  Stand,  widower,  married  in  1660  Mary  Lf^,  widov 

of  Captain  ^gg$  and  formerly  wife  of Cole.    He  died  in  1670,  and  his 

wife  in  167S.    fie  had  seTeral  small  farms  in  this  parish,  and  was  snooeeded 
in  his  estate  by  Bobert  Stane,  M.D.,  who  died  in  1718. 

t  I  of  a  yard  is  a  Flemish  ell.  * 
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Prittlewell  and  Milton  Hamlet  were  compelled  this 
same  year,  by  the  hands  of  George  Nelson,  their 
Overseer,  to  pay  the  sum  of  £4  14s.  4d.  charged  upon 
them  by  order  of  the  general  qr  sessions  last  past, 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Chelmsford,  Moulsham, 
and  Danbury.  The  following  is  a  specimen  of 
accounts  in  1697  : 

<*  Payd  mnther  peek  for  a  mimtk 

payd  ye  widdow  ipenser  for  ceeping  je  garl   ... 

lajd  oafc  at  Chelmsford  for  je  wench  at  Suten  ... 

payd  a  wooman  for  thre  days  work 

payd  Gk>odmaxi  bamard  for  cewring  ye  girl 

pay  to  ye  wenoh  at  wilbore 

In  1728  the  parishioners  agreed  at  a  meeting  to 
erect  a  workshop  for -the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
jointly  with  two  or  more  adjacent  parishes  ;  whether 
this  was  carried  out  or  not  there  is  no  entry  to  deter- 
mine, but  in  1759  they  hii*ed  a  workhouse  at  a  rent 
of  £3,  and  the  accounts  show  the  price  of  provisions 
at  that  period  ;  a  shoulder  of  veal  3^d.  per  lb*,  a 
quarter  of  mutton  22  lbs.  2id.  per  lb.,  a  quartern  loaf 
5d.,  flour 4s.  8d.  per  b\  cheese  3id.per  lb.,  wheat  15s.  a 
sack,  sackof  flour£l  3s,  fiannell  Is.  per  yard,  coals  £1  8s 
per  chaldron,  wood  faggots  £1  per  hundred,  a  dish 
kettle  (probably  of  brass)  1  Is.,  anda  colBSn  9s.  In  1705 
a  pair  of  shoes  for  a  girl,  2s.  In  1758  Thomas  Han- 
son, the  Overseer  (apparently  to  get  rid  of  an  incum- 
brance) paid  John  Curry  when  married  to  Hannah 
Cleve  £8  8s.,  and  his  asking  and  marriage  7s.  more. 
In  1786  a  workhouse  was  built  upon  soil  belonging  to 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  situate  at  the  three-wont- 
way,  near  Polstead  Wick  and  Bull  pond,  (quit  rent 
7s.  6d.)  and  continued  in  their  possession  until  the 
formation  of  the  Rochford  Union,  when  it  was  sold  to 
John  Scratton,  Junr.  In  1813  it  was  resolved  the 
clothing  should  be  made  of  coarse  cloth  of  a  mixed 
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dark  grey  colour,  marked  with  a  large  Roman  P  •  on 
the  collar  of  each  coat,  the  women  and  girls  likewise 
coarse  mL^ed  grey  colour  marked  with  a  Roman  P. 
and  strong  brown  worsted  stockings  for  both  sexes. 
The  said  poor  were  kept  by  the  Workhouse  Master  at 
3s.  per  head  per  week,  and  were  employed  in  spinning 
and  carding  wool  for  the  master's  benefi  t.    In  1 8 1 7  the 
the  names  of  all  persons  receiving  parochial  relief  were 
to  be  posted  weekly  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  tap 
room  of  every  publick  house  in  the  parish.      In  1818 
Vaccination  was  first  practised,  and  in  1824  servant 
girls  put  out  by  the  parish  received  7s.  6d.  wages  per 
annum.     Old  dames,  quacks  and  legal  practitioners 
were  not  overpaid.     In  1664  we  find  John  Haydon 
"  Chyrurgion  "  was  paid  a  noble  by  Sam*  Peck  out  of 
the  poor's  money  for  Nath.  Bennett's  leg."     In  1704 
(minute  book)  there  is  **an  agreement  with  F.  D. 
Wauta  to  cure  John  Turner,  his  servant  boy,  of  his 
lameness.     Mr.  Wauta  to  receive  £4,  but  if  in  the 
judgement  of  knowing  men  he  doth  not  deserve  £4, 
he  will  be  content  with  £3  10s."     It  is  satisfactory  to 
know  he  received  the  money,  which  was  paid  by  the 
Churchwarden  and  Overseer  jointly.     In  1758,  Dame 
Bounser  for  curing  Adams'  girl  10s.  6d.     In  1766, 
George  Cook  received  £6  6s.  per  annum,  for  attending 
all  the  poor  Avithin  the  circle  of  the  parish.      In  1776 
John  Arnold  had  £9  9s.  as  surgeon,  apotliecary,  and 
man- midwife,  and  from  1780  to  1784,  Richard  Wren 
agreed  to  attend  all  the  poor  who  took  collection,  for 
10  guineas  per  annum  as  surgeon,  apothecary,  and 
man-midwife.      In  1812,    1813,  and   1814   Thomas 
Seacole,  Henry  Sopwith  and  Michael  Sheehy  had  each 
£40  per  annum. 

To  return  to  the  Clergy  ;  upon  the  death  of  Negus, 
Tliomas  Peck,  M.A.  was  admitted  Vicar,  May  2,  1633, 

*  This  was  in  aooordanoe  to  a  Statute  8  and  9.  W.  S.  o.  30. 
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upon  the  presentation  of  Robert  Earl  of  Warwick. 
He  lived  in  one  of  the  most  stirring  epochs  of  our  his- 
tory, and  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  events  of  the 
period.    Bloomfield's  "  Hist,  of  Norfolk,"  and  Drake's 
''Founders  of  New  England  "  inform  us,  he  was  son  of 
Robert  Peck,  A.M.,  incumbent  of  Hingham  in  Norfolk, 
who  went  over  to  New  England  in  1638  with  his  wife, 
two  children,  and  two  servants,  and  founded  with 
others,  Hingham  in  U.S.  ;  returned  in  1646,  recovered 
his  living  and  died  1656.     Thomases  mother  was  Anne 
Lawrence,  daughter  of  John  Lawrence,  a  plausible 
preacher  of  Elmham  in  Norfolk.     He  had  two  brothers 
who  survived  to  manhood,  Robert  and  Samuel,  and  a 
sister  Anne.      Robert  married  Joanna,  daughter  of 

Robinson,   Alderman  of  Linne,  sister  to  John 

Robinson,  of  Beach  in  Cambridgeshire,  Esq.,  and 
by  her  had  Robert  Peck,  clerk,  Joanna  and  others. 
Samuel  *  was  a  physician  of  Chelmsford,  who  married 

a  daughter   of Mildmay,  of  Terling.      Anne 

married  Captain  Mason  of  Connecticut,  U.S.  Nath- 
aniel, one  of  the  two  children  who  accompanied  their 
£Either,  returned  with  him.     Thomas  Peck  of  Prittle- 

well  married  1  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  of 

Dedham,  the  famous  preacher.  II.  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  Caley,  of  Waldingfield.  By  her  he  had  a  daughter 
Sarah,  baptized  at  Prittlewell  in  1650.  This  wife  was 
buried  at  Prittlewell  in  1654.  III.  Mary,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Sothebye,  Rector  of  Coombes,  widow  of 
John  Hall,  clerk,  by  her  he  had  James,  baptized  in 
1656,  and  Robert  in  1659.  There  is  an  entry  in  the 
Prittlewell  registers  that  "  Thomas  Peck  of  this  parish, 
clerk,  and  Mary  Hall  of  Stowmarket,  widow,  were 
married  according  to  the  late  act  by  George  Groome, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 

*  There  are  Peeks  at  Chelmsford  to  this  day,  one  died  recently,  a 
rooipient  of  Guy's  charity. 
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of  Suffolk,  in  IGSS.**  His  son  Samud^  afterwards 
Vicar,  was  probably  by  the  daughter  of  Rogers,  and 
in  the  registers  we  find  recorded,  "  Oct.  27th,  1 658, 
that  Robert  SterreU,  *  Minister  of  Much  Stambridge, 
widower,  and  Abigail  Peck,  of  Prittlewell,  single- 
woman,  were  married,"  and  in  "  1664  William  Ffitch 
of  Chelmsford,  and  Anna  Peck  of  this  parish,  both 
single,  were  married  July  14th,''  and  in  "  1670  Joseph 
Peck,  single  man,  and  Mary  Hare  of  this  parish,  wid. 
Sept.  18th."  In  **  1658  Joseph  Peck,  gent,  buried, 
single  man.  In  1635  occurs  the  following  entry  in 
the  minute  book,  ^^  Memorandu,  that  whereas  the  5th 
day  of  March,  1635,  by  reason  of  the  weakenes  of 
Mary  Cullick,  the  wife  of  Henery  Cullicke,  a  license 
was  granted  unto  her  by  me  for  the  eating  of  flesh, 
according  to  the  Statute  in  that  case  provided,  which 
weakenes  of  her'  stiU  continuing  I  thought  good  to 
continue  the  license  so  iarre  forth  as  in  me  is,  during 
the  time  of  such  her  weakenes.  Witnes  my  hande, 
dated  March  19th,  1635.  Thomas  Peck,  Vicariusr 
The  fast  in  Lent  was  obligatory,  by  5  Eliz.  c.  6.  s.  20. 
This  act  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries,  t.e.^  it  took 

*  Robert  SterreU  afterwards  married  Margaret  Benson,  widow,  at  Ray- 
]eigb  drd  Jnno,  1661.  Her  first  hnsband  was  Natboniel  Benson,  of  Prittle- 
well, Scbool master,  Qyerseer  in  1653,  and  Registrar  in  1654.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Potton,  of  Chelmsford,  and  she  was  married  in  1654  at  Haaelj 
Chorcb  to  Nat.  Benson  by  Mr.  Hcwetson,  Minister  of  Woodham  Mortimer. 
Benson  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  will  of  Rer.  Saml.  Parcbas  of 
Sntton.  He  made  his  own,  4th  Novr.  1 660,wbioh  was  proved  April  2Srd,  I66I. 
He  left  his  wife  Margaret  a  oopyhold  garden  with  appurtenances  held  of 
the  manor  of  Earls  hall,  late  John  Beyners,  called  Poolls  gardens  in  East 
Street,  mentions  his  brother  John  Benson,  Vioar  of  Little  Lees,  &o.  Regia- 
trara  were  appointed  by  the  parishioners  according  to  Act  of  Parliameoi 
passed  24ih  Ang.,  1653.  The  registrar's  fees  were  Is.  for  publication  and 
certificate  of  marriage.  Is.  for  every  entry  of  marriage,  4d.  for  birth,  4d. 
for  death,  bnt  for  poor  people  wbo  lived  upon  alms,  nothing  was  taken.  By 
this  act  Registrars  were  appointed  for  3  years.  Parties  could  elect  to  bo 
asked  either  in  the  Church  or  market  place  in  3  several  weeks  previous  to 
marriage,  which  was  then  performed  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  At  the 
Restoration  the  Clergy  generally  resumed  their  duties  as  parish  Regiatrara, 
which  duty  in  many  instances  was  shamefully  fulfilled.  In  this  parish 
Xegistrars  were  appointed  amongst  tbe  Laymen  to  a  later  period,  Nathaniel 
Brangwin  being  appointed  in  1691,  and  John  Gosling  in  1098. 
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advantage  of  the  existence  of  the  ecclesiastical  and 
religious  obligation,  and  made  theLenten  fast  obligatory 
also  by  statute  law.  It  provided  that  all  persons  about 
to  recover  of  notorious  sickness  be  enforced  to  eat  flesh 
and  licensed  to  do  so,  either  by  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese,  or  by  the  Parson,  vicar  or  curate  of  the 
parish.  See  Burn's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  art.  Holidavs. 
The  Covenant  was  taken  by  Peck  and  155  of  his 
parishioners  in  1643,  and  is  thus  headed  in  the  Register 
book,  '*  The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  of  England 
and  Scotland  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  parish  of  Prittlewell,  March  17th,  1643."  Peck 
subsequently  took  umbrage  respecting  the  course  of 
political  events  and  a  protestation  bearing  158  sig- 
natures is  thus  recorded.  *'  The  subscribers  of  the 
Covenant  aforegoeing  did  January  the  14th,  1648, 
enter  this  dissent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  army 
together  with  the  remayninge  members  of  the  house 
of  comons  in  Relation  to  Religion,  Kinge,  Parm^*  and 
Kingdome.''  At  the  termination  of  the  signatures  both 
to  theCovenant  and  Protestation  some  one  subsequently 
appended  the  remark,  "  All  round  head  Villains." 
Amongst  the  names  to  one  or  both  documents  are 
Thomas  Peck,  Samuel  Freeborne,  *  Richard  Legg, 
(Captain  Legg  was  a  tanner  in  the  Town,  overseer  in 
1640,  Churchwarden  1651,  and  married  the  daughter 
of  Frances  Carew  of  London) ;  John  Sharpe  J  John 
Boys  (John  Boys  or  Boyce  was  one  of  the  elders  in 
Sutton,  Overseer  for  Prittlewell  in  1638,  and  Church- 
warden in  1643)  ;  Kenelme  Harvie  (Surveyor  1642, 
and  Overseer  in  1643)  ;  John  Brangwin,  (Sidesman 
1640,  Overseer  for  the  highways  1643  and  1647)  ; 
John  Greene  (Churchwarden  in  1630  and  1631,  Sur 

*  Freebome's  third  wife  was  a  Faskwood  ;  one  Qood  Paskwood  held  a 
farm  here  in  1718. 

*f  Henry  Sharpe,  Churchwarden  1045. 
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vejror  in  1643)  ;  Thomas  M.  Call,  Edward  Brand.  ♦ 
William  Brand,  George  Ingoll  (Churchwarden  1640); 
William  Taylor  (Churchwarden   1 639,  and  Overseer 
1644);  Phillip  Bowes  (Overseer  1638  and    1646)  ; 
Richard  Hiam,  William   Sorrell,    Samuel  Chambers 
(Overseer    1644     and    1645)  ;    William     Unthank, 
Thomas  Cornish  (Overseer  1679  and  Churchwarden 
1683,  recorded  as  a  blacksmith  in  1651,  buried  ia 
1684^4  William  Saman,   Robert  Wheeler  (Overseer 
1658)  ;  Zachary  Willson,  John  Glascock,  John  Pur- 
casse,  f  William  Purchase  (both  rated  for  small  hold- 
ings in  1668  in  the   names    of  Purchas)  ;    William 
Bearde,  Daniel  Barret,  John  Kent,  Edward  Godsave, 
John  Manning  ("Cordwider"   «.e.,  a  Cordwainer  or 
Shoemaker  in  1670,  Overseer  in  1668)  ;  Walter  Rule 
(Sidesman  1640  and  Surveyor  1650)  ;  Jeremy  West- 
wood,  (He  farmed  Smalldons)  William  King,  J  Steven 
King,  Richard  Thornton  (Surveyor  1629)  ;  Benjamin 
Ingoll,  Richard  Gierke  (Mr.  Clarke  farmed  the  Temple 
in  1668)  ;  Anthony  Aylet  (Apothecary  in  1662.     oee 
Register  book)  ;  John  Reyner  (Overseer  of  the  high- 
ways 1648,  Churchwarden  1650  and  1651)  ;  William 
Tabor,  William  Crips,  William  Burton,  George  Clench, 
F.  Reyner, William  Buxton.     (This  family  held  Milton 
Hall  and  other  lands.)     Joseph  Barrett,  Josias  Barret, 
Robert  Downing,  of  the  Hamlet,  he  died  in   1649, 
John  Searle,  William   Lone,    (Sidesman  1638,  spelt 
"  Loane,")    Richard   Hawes,  Thomas    Tabour,  John 
Tabor,  Thomas  Hales,   John  Chambers,  John  Eve, 
George  Kebell,  Edward  Crowe,  Robert  Wren,  John 
Crips,    Richard   Gowers,     Thomas   Carter,    Edward 
Harding,  George  Allin,  William   Spurgeon,    Robert 
Payne,  Henry  Warwicke,  Nathaniel  Hailes,  Joseph 

*  Several  of  the  Brands  held  parish  offices. 

I  John  Pnrchas  a  seryant  at  Milton  Hall,  buried  in  1665. 

I  Alexander  King  farmed  Barlings  in  1668. 
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Francis,  Nathaniel  Dawson^  Robert  Downing,  Edward 
Bennett,  John  Gloade,  alias  ffrisell,  wheelwright,  Over- 
seer 1647,  Richard  Pamplin   and  William   Dilliwe. 
Amongst   the  principal  inhabitants    of    Prittlewell, 
whose  names  are  not  to  be  found  appended  to  these 
documents  are  those  of  Buttler,  Harris  of  Hamstalls, 
Britteridge,    Benson,   Stane,    Sputtle,    Ffisher,    and 
Reniger.     The  family  of  Butler  was  of  great  antiquifrjr 
in  Prittlewell,  for  Henry  Butler  in  1577  held  Barlanas 
and  Blakes  of  Sir  Robert  Riche,  Knight,  Lord  Riche. 
John  Butteler  &rmed  here  at  the  fissolution  of  the 
Priory.      In   1648   Robert  Butler  was   married   to 
Elizabeth  Wignell,  and  held  Southend  ♦  in  1668.     He 
died  in  1706,  having  rented  Porters  for  some  years, 
and  been  "  ffeoflfee  "  in  trust  for  a  long  period  for  the 
poor's  land  in  Stambridge   magna.      He  had  a  son 
Robert  who  predeceased  him.      The  elder  Butler  was 
Overseer  in  1658,  and  did  not  hold  office  again  until 
1673,  when  he  was  again  Overseer,  and  his  son  Church- 
warden, but  there  is  a  record  of  his  attending  a  parish 
meeting  in  1660.      It  was  at  his  house  that  the  Rev. 
Christopher  Scott  took  refuge  after  his  ejectment  fix)m 
Great  Wakering  in  1662,  which  house  was  licensed  as 
a  Presbyterian  meeting  place,  from  whence  he  dated 
an  epistle  to  Captain  Robert  Fisher  "  from  my  study 
in  Milton  Hamlet,  this  3rd  Jan.,  1672.''       Richard 
Brittridge  §  was  resident  in  1647,  Churchwarden  in 
1660  and  1661.      His  wife's  name  was   Elizabeth. 
William  Brittridge  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were  resi- 
dents in  1 674.     Joseph  Brittridge  and  his  wife  Eleanor 
were  residents  in  1672.      Edmund  Sputtle,  Church- 
warden in  1637  and  1643,  £EU*med  in  the  hamlet. 

*  Old  Sonihend,  see  its  bonndaries  fnrtiier  on, 

§  A  Bithard  Britteridge  was  one  of  the  passengers  in  tlie  Mayflower  in 
1620 ;  he  died  in  N.E.  soon  lifter  he  arrived  in  that  Conntrj.  See  Brad- 
lord's  History  ef  Plymouth  Flantationi  p.  454. 

V 

\ 
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From  the  Royalist  composition  papers  we  find  that 
Edmund  Ffisher,  Churchwarden  in  1631,  suffered  as 
a  delinquent  in  his  chattels  and^oods,  being  in  arms 
against  the  parliament*,  and  in  Oxford  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender,  22nd  June,  1646,  and  bad  the  benefit 
of  the  articles  granted  by  Sir  Thomas  Ffairfax.  He 
compounded  and  was  found ''  seized  in  fee  of  a  messuage 
and  certain  lands  and  rents,  some  free  and  some  copy- 
hold in  Prittlewell  in  the  possession  of  one  Mrs.  Castle- 
man  or  her  assigns,  of  the  yearly  value  before  these 
troubles  of  £5.  He  was  possessed  of  the  remainder 
of  several  fiirms  of  34  years  yet  to  come,  of,  and  in, 
certain  marsh  lands  in  the  occupation  of  the  said 
Mrs.  Castleman  or  her  assigns,  lying  and  being  in  the 
parishes  of  Canewdon  and  W  akering  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  part  of  which  is  holden  by  demise  from  the 
Crown  and  part  by  demise  from  St.  Bartholomew's 
hospitall  in  omithneld  at  certain  yearly  rents,  and 
-were  worth  before  these  troubles  over  and  above  the 
rents  reserved  £5,  Personal  estate  he  had  none. 
His  fine  was  £20."  He  neither  took  the  negative 
oath  nor  covenant.  His  order  (which  is  printed)  to 
transport  himself,  servants,  &c.  from  any  convenient 
port  beyond  the  seas,  is  dated  24th  June,  1646,  and 
signed  ffairfax.  Samuell  Reni^r,  of  Prittlewell, 
was  likewise  in  arms  against  the  Parliament  in  Oxford 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  24th  June,  1646.  He. 
had  taken  neither  the  negative  oath  nor  personal 
covenant^  but  prays  to  be  spared  therein  upon  the 
articles  of  Oxford,  and  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

{mrsuant.  He  compounded  upon  a  particular,  de- 
ivered  in,  under  his  own  hand,  by  wnich  '*  he  doth 
submit  to  such  ffine,  and  by  which  it  doth  appear,  that 
he  is  owner  and  possessed  of  certain  goods  ;  and  there 
is  owing  to  him  in  good  debts  to  the  value  of  £220. 
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His  fine  was  £22."  Peck  was  one  of  the  "  Classis  "  • 
in  1647,  called  the  fourth  Classis  or  Rochford  Classis, 
signed  the  Essex  Testimony  in  1648  and  the  Essex 
Watchword  in  1649,  and  is  returned  in  1650  as  a 
**  painful  and  religious  preacher."  In  1654  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Assistants  to  the  County  Com- 
missioners for  the  removal  of  '^  scandalous  and  insuf- 
ficient ministers."f  During  these  troubles  Peck  found 
time  for  literary  pursuits  and  wrote  a  poetical  recom- 
niendation  or  elegy  prefixed  to  the  work  of  the  Rev, 
S.  Purchas  of  Sutton,  called  a  *'  Theatre  of  Political 
Flying  Insects,"  published  in  1657.  Upon  the  restora- 
tion there  is  an  entry  in  the  Archideaconal  Visitation 
book  for  1662,  "Thomas  Peck,  rect.  (sic.)  vacat.  rat. 
staC'  Upon  this  event,  Captain  Stane  J  went  to  Lon- 
don the  following  year,  to  consult  Charles  Earl  of 
Warwick  about  a  minister,  which  ended  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  late  Vicar's  son  Samuel  ;  Stane's 
expenses  amounting  to  £1  4s.  7d.  being  paid  by  the 
parisli.  Thomas  Peck  continued  to  reside  in  the 
parish,  attended  the  meetings  and  transacted  business 
as  a  layman.  He  died  at  Prittlewell  and  was  buried 
there  June  2nd,  1668.  His  will  was  proved  on  the 
12th.  He  leaves  to  Mary  his  wife  JB5U  and  the  lease 
of  the  parsonage  and  tithes  of  Prittlewell,  (which 
appear  to  have  been  hired  of  the  lay  Impropriator.) 
To  his  son  Samuel  copyhold  tenements  in  Prittlewell, 
also  his  Heb.  Bible,  Greek  Text,  large  annotations  on 
the  English  Bible,  gold  ring,  all  his  MSS.  and  some 

*  Ther«  were  12  olaoses  within  {heprovinoe  of  London.  On  Jan.  29th, 
1647)  an  Ordinance  passed  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  the  speedy  dividing 
and  settling  of  the  sereral  Counties  into  distinct  Presbyteries  and  Congre- 
gational Elderships. 

f  This  was  intended  by  the  Fnritans  to  pnrge  the  Oharoh  of  those  in* 
snlfioient  parsons,  who  pnt  their  flock  to  sleep  on  Snndays,  and  spent  the 
rest  of  the  week  with  them  in  the  ale  houses. 

X  This  Stane,  who  lired  at  the  Church  house  and  was  frequently  Church- 
warden, caused  considerable  repair  to  be  done  to  the  Church,  the  walla 
and  windows  at  Tarious  times. 
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furniture,  to  his  son  Nath^  £30,  d"'  Rebecca  and 
Sarah  legacies,  mentions  son  James,  2  sons-in-law, 
brother  Samuel  Peck,  sons  John  and  Henry  Hall,  son 
Samuel  sole  executor.  Galamy  says  of  him  that  ^*  he 
was  esteemed  a  judicious  and  learned  divine."  Besides 
his  funeral  sermon  for  Mrs.  Dorothy  Freebome,  he 

Sublished  ^^  A  sober  guess  at  several  mysteries  in  the 
Revelations,*'  and  a  ^^  Discourse  upon  the  inseperable 
union  between  Christ  and  believers  .'*  His  son  oamuel 
entertained  different  views  to  his  father,  or  was  a  man 
of  more  pliant  conscience,  and  had  no  scruples  about 
Episcopal  ordination  and  subscription.  At  any  rate 
the  loaves  and  fishes  were  retained  in  the  fiEimily.  He 
was  instituted  March  27, 1663,  the  patron  being  Charles 
Earl  of  Warwick.  In  1 665  there  was  great  dread  of  the 
plague  being  introduced  into  the  town  through  the 
medium  of  the  fair,  and  there  is  the  following  memor- 
andum respecting  the  precautions  taken  on  that 
account.  "  That  whereas  upon  y*  25th  of  November 
a  ffair  hath  anually  bene  kept  in  this  parish  which  is 
only  arbitrary  and  not  by  charter,  it  is  agreed  by  the 
parish,  upon  consideration  of  the  sad  and  heavy  hand 
of  God  upon  the  Kingdome  in  the  destroving  pestilence, 
and  a  proclamatian  of  his  Majesty  Charles  2nd  pro- 
hibiting all  fairs  to  be  kept  within  this  his  relme,  that 
the  &ir  of  this  said  pansn  be  putt  by  or  prevented  for 
this  present  year  1665,  least  by  permitting  the  same 
to  be  kept,  we  should  be  instrumentall  to  bring  this 
sd  infectious  disease  upon  our  selves,  wch  hitherto 
through  the  mercy  and  goodnesse  of  God  we  have 
bene  pserved  from."  This  document  has  21  names 
affixed,  amongst  them  the  Vicar  Sam*  Peck,  John 
Brand,  William  Smyth,  Alexander  King,  of  Barlings, 
John  Squier  (Churchwarden  1667)  Thomas  Bincks  of 
Earls  Hall.  There  is  no  certain  evidence  whether  the 
plague  did  reach  Prittlewell  ;  the  registers  record 
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fewer  deaths  that  year,  but  a  tradition  exists  of  plague 
victims  being  buried  at  Sutton.  June  26th,  1666, 
Captain  Stane  caused  the  distance  to  be  measured 
from  the  Church  Porch  of  Prittlewell  to  the  Church 
Porch  of  Rayleigh,  and  found  it  to  be  6  miles  144 
rods  by  the  hi^way  through  Eastwood  ;  and  the 
footway  measured  the  same  day  by  Samuel  Greene 
and  Joseph  Rule  was  found  to  be  5  miles  and  142 
rods.  On  March  23rd,  1667,  is  a  minute  respecting 
the  sum  of  £5  15s.  for  the  beacon  watch,  consisting  of 
firing,  pitch  and  tar,  which  was  put  before  the  Vestry 
and  refiised,  and  a  resolution  passed  that  it  was  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer  of  the  County.  Where  this 
beacon  was  raised  cannot  be  made  out,  the  minute 
being  defaced,  but  at  various  periods  there  has  been 
a  beacon  as  shown  on  maps,  existing  on  Middleton 
hall  estate,  near  the  shore  by  Cliff  town  parade,  and 
at  other  times  there  has  been  a  beacon  suspended 
from  the  Church  tower.  In  1668  John  Norris  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Church  Clark  or  Sexton,  at  a  salary 
of  £4  10s.  by  the  year,  and  ^^  according  to  the  most 
antient  custome  of  y*  Parish  is  himselfe  to  gather." 
From  this  rate,  which  was  made  quarterly,  we  have 
evidence  of  the  residence  of  several  of  the  parishioners, 
Mr.  Scott  rated  for  Mr.  Pulleys  land,  Mr.  Harris  for 
Hamstalls  6d.,  Mr.  Freeborne  for  the  Priory  Is.,  Mr. 
Stane  Is.,  Mr.  Bmks  •  for  Earls  hall  Is.,  Mr.  Clark 
for  Temple  Is.,  George  Maul  for  Porters  Is.,  Israel 
Hawkins  for  Colemans  8d.,  Alexander  King  for  Bar- 
lings 6d.,  Robert  Buttler  for  Southend  6d.,  Jeffery 
Warner  for  Mr.  Morgans  4d.,  John  Parker's  land  in 
the  hamlet  2d.,  John  Buxton  for  a  farm  in  the 
Hamlet,  John  Squier  4d.,  Jeremiah  Spitty  4d.,  John 
Purchas  Id.,  WiUiam  Purchas  Id.,  William  Burley  for 
halfway  house  3d;  altogether  there  were  74  persons 

•  ThomM  Binkeii  Chorohwarden,  1648. 
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rated.  Samud  Peck  was  twice  married.  Of  his  first 
wife  Mary  we  have  no  record,  except  she  appears  to 
have  died  in  childbed,  for  there  is  a  record  of  her 
having  twin  daughters,  Mary  and  Abigail,  who  were 
bom  March  2nd,  1664,  and  of  their  burial  with  their 
mother,  March  11th  the  same  year.  Their  father 
did  not  long  mourn,  for  he  married  Mary  Hales  on 
the  following  15th  June.  By  the  second  wife  he  had 
two  sons,  Samuel,  baptized  in  1666,  and  Thomas  who 
was  buried  July  21st,  1668.  He  reigned  the  living 
in  1671,  and  his  place  of  retirement  is  not  known. 
The  only  notice  of  a  Peck  ♦  after  this  is  in  1704  when 
the  widow  Peck  was  buried  who  had  been  in  the 
receipt  of  parochial  relief.  Samuel  Phillibrowne  cl. 
was  the  next  Vicar.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  Philli- 
browne died  in  Jan^,  1674.  By  her  he  had  two  sons 
who  died  young.  His  own  death  occurred  in  1678. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Benjamin  Ferris,  A.B.  The 
presentation  now  bemg  in  Thomas  Barrington  and 
Anna  his  wife,  Henry  St.  John  and  Maria  his  wife, 
Daniel  Finch  and  Essex  his  wife.  Ferris  died  child- 
less in  1683.  His  will  was  dated  9th  of  May,  1681, 
and  proved  by  his  relict  9th  of  May,  1683.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  will  not  being  witnessed,  a  declaration 
had  to  be  made  by  two  persons  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  testators  handwriting,  that  the  will  was 
entirely  written  by  himself.  **  The  will  of  Benjamin 
Ferris,  Minister  of  the  Gospel.  To  my  brother 
Samuel,  a  giiinea,  brother  Zachary,  a  guinea  if  he 
demands  it  within  a  year  after  my  death.     Brother 

•  There  WM  a  Samuel  Feok,  Rector  of  Inworihin  1689,  wlio  maj  ha¥» 
been  the  Vioar  of  Prittlewell.  From  the  Bodlein  MSS.  824,  **  »07.  24, 
1648.  Oeorge  Peek,  Bsqr.  tenant  of  Barling  hall  manor  waf  ordered  to  pay 
the  BoT^.  Bdward  Rigby,  Vioar  of  Barling,  £40  per  annum  reaerred  hj  the 
Dean  and  Ohapter  of  St.  Paul'e,  and  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
incumbenti  the  aequestratora  beiiig  George  Aflser  and  Biehard  OhappelL 
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Thomas  •  Ferris  £20.  Niece  Sarah  Ferris  £5  at  21 
or  marriage.  If  she  die  before  then,  to  my  executrix. 
If  brother  Thomas  die  his  legacy  to  said  niece.  If  both 
die,  to  executrix.  Poor  of  Prittlewell  40s.  residue  to 
Margaret  my  wife,  and  make  her  executrix." 

John  Short  f  A.M.  was  the  next  Vicar,  being 
nresented  by  Daniel  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Henry 
St.  John,  and  John  Franklin.  Mary  his  wife 
died  in  October,  1700,  and  he  himself  in  1706. 
Daniel  Earl  of  Nottingham  having  made  an 
exchange  of  the  Vicarage  with  the  Bishop  of 
London  in  1698  :|;  for  the  vicarage  of  Okeham,  the 
latter  presented  the  Rev.  Edward  Underbill,  B.A. 
Like  his  predecessors  the  Pecks  and  Short,  he  seems 
to  have  attempted  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  by 
hiring  the  Rectorial  tithes,  so  that  the  tithe  payers 
could  not  well  escape  the  net,  but  as  we  have  shown 
page  545,  he  was  incarcerated  in  the  Fleet  prison  in 
1738.  By  Mary  his  wife  he  had  several  children, 
some  of  whom  died  at  PrittleweU,  there  was  an 
Edward  baptized  in  1710,  John  in  1713,  and  William 
in  1721,  of  whom  we  have  no  further  record.  He 
had  besides,  Rebecca,  baptized  in  1716,  and  another 
WiUiam^who  the  registers  of  Prittlewell  tell  us  were  lost 

*  Thomas  Fferrifl,  widower,  married  Bote  Lambe  of  this  pariah,  Feb.  the 
last  in  1668.  She  died  in  1678.  A  third  wife,  Mary,  died  in  1688.  There 
was  a  William  FCerris  farmed  Earls  Hall  in  1702.  He  was  Chorohwarden 
in  1703  and  1716.  The  family  left  Barls  Hall  in  1730.  and  were  snooeeded 
by  a  Ut.  Wallis. 

j  We  hare  a  referenoe  to  Short  (page  147)  in  Eastwood,  who  had  a  suit 
ai  law  with  the  Lay  Impropriator  of  Eastwood  in  1697,  respeoting  aeertain 
wood  oallod  Coleman's  wood,  which  he  claimed  as  belonging  to  this  parish, 
but  lost  his  cause,  and  was  honourable  enough  to  insert  an  aoooont  thereof 
in  the  BsgisterB  both  of  Prittlewell  and  Eastwood. 

I  Bee  Leighi  page  379. 
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by  small-pox  at  Broadway  J  in  Worcestershire  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  1718,  and  were  both  buried 
in  their  Grandfather's  Chancel  there.  Underbill  died 
in  1743,  but  there  is  no  record  of  him  in  the  parish 
minute  book  after  1 73 1 .  His  successor  was  William 
Bonnin,  Clerk,  who  died  in  1786,  He  was  probably 
non-resident,  as  the  books  are  occasionally  signed  by 
the  Curates  in  charge.  At  his  death  Herbert  Croft, 
B.D.  obtained  the  Living,  and  succeeded  to  the  family 
honours  of  a  Baronetcy  by  the  death  of  his  kinsman,  the 
fourth  Baronet  in  1797.  Sir  Herbert  was  descended 
from  Francis,  second  son  of  the  first  Baronet,  creation 
1671.  The  fEtmily  are  of  Saxon  origin,  and  owned 
for  many  generations.  Croft  Castle  in  Herefordshire, 
which  was  alienated  by  the  third  Baronet,  Sir  Archer 
Croft,  circa  1760.  His  ancestor.  Sir  Bichard  Croft, 
Knt.,  of  Croft  Castle,  captured  Prince  Edward,  sou 
of  Henry  VI.  at  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury  in  1471. 
Sir  Herbert  was  born  in  London  in  1751,  and  educated 
at  University  College,  Oxford,  where  he  obtained  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  after  which  he  became  a 
student  of  Lincolns  Inn.  In  1782  he  relinquished  the 
bar  and  took  orders.  He  acquired  some  celebrity  by 
a  romance  entitled  ^^  Love  and  Madness,"  founded  on 
the  melancholy  cases  of  Chatterton  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hackman  in  1777,  the  latter  of  whom  murdered  the 
mistress  of  Lord  Sandwich,  outside  Covent  Garden 
Theatre.  He  likewise  wrote  the  memoir  of  Dr.  Young 
in  Johnson's  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  the  only  one  that 
Johnson  did  not  write,  though  probably  he  revised  it. 
He  also  published  proposals  for  an  enlarged  edition  of 

t  The  pretent  Vioar  of  Broadway  hai  Bearohed  the  BegUrten  there  for 
me,  but  cannot  find  any  record  of  the  UnderhillB,  or  any  monnment  in  the 
Chancel  or  Church  ;  at  the  time  of  the  bnrial,  the  Vicar*B  name  wae  Savage. 
Bighti  over  the  Chancel  were  claimed  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Phillippe,  Bt. 
of  Middle  Hill,  Broadway.  He  was  a  well-known  antiquarian,  and  collected 
together  all  that  ooold  be  known  of  that  place.  His  library  is  still  extant 
at  Chelteahami  but  no  eearoh  can  be  made  without  a  preliminary  fee. 
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Jolmaon's  Dictionary,  but  never  completed  it,  besides 
some  trifling  pamphlets.  Sir  Herbert  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  was  Sophia,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Richard  Cleave,  Esq,,  and  by  her  had  three  daughters, 
S(^hia,  Mary  Anne  and  Elizabeth.  He  wedded 
secondly  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  Lewis,  Esq., 
of  Malvern,  but  by  her  he  had  no  issue.  During  his 
residence  in  this  parish  he  lived  at  No.  9  on  the  Royal 
Terrace.  He  died  at  Paris  in  1816,  and  on  the  north 
wall  of  Prittlewell  Church  is  a  white  marble  monu- 
ment to  his  memory.  *'  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the 
Rev.  Sir  Herbert  Crofk,  Bart.,  LL.D.,  thirty  years 
Vicar  of  this  parish,  who  died  at  Paris  26th  April 
1816,  in  the  65  year  of  his  age."  The  arms  are, 
"  Quarterly  1,  and  4,  Quarterly  per  fess  indentde  Az, 
and  Arg.,  in  iJie  first  quarter*  a  lion  passant  guard,  of 
the  second;  2  and  3  quarterly  of  four  coats.  1,  Az., 
on  a  chevron  Or,  between  three  swans,  wings  elevated 
Arg«,  as  many  escallops  Gu.  2,  Arg.,  ten  torteaux  in 
pile,  in  chief  a  crescent  Gules.  3.  Azure,  three  arrows 
Arg.  4,  Arg.,  a  cross  Sa.  between  four  pellets.  Sur- 
tout,  Arg.,  on  a  fess  between  three  wolves'  heads 
erased  Sa.,  as  many  mullets  of  the  field  ;  impaling, 
quarterly  1  and  4  Gu.,  three  snakes  fretted  proper, 
within  a  border  engrailed  Or.,  2  and  3  Az.,  a  wolf 
rampant  Arg.  Crest,  a  wyvern,  wings  elevated.  Proper." 
The  motto  of  the  family  is  '*  Eaaequam  videri^^ — To 
be,  rather  than  to  seem.  Sir  Herbert  was  brother  to 
Dr.  Richard  Croft,  the  celebrated  but  unfortunate  ac- 
coucheur of  the  princess  Charlotte,   f  who  having 

•  "In  the  lit  qnartor  a  lion  passant  goardant  or/*  granted  by  Henry 
UL  for  assisting  the  escape  of  Prince  Edward  from  Hereford.  Members  of 
the  family  represented  Herefordshire  in  16  x>arliaments  between  1307  and 
1695.    The  father  of  the  first  Baronet  was  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

t  The  Queen  in  her  book,  page  389,  speaking  of  Princess  Charlotte,  says 
"  She  died  on  the  5th  in  childbed,  a  few  hoars  after  the  birth  of  a  still-born 
son.  Had  she  been  skilfully  treated  her  life  at  least  woald  kav^e  been 
sared." 

Cl2 
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managed  her  case  according  to  the  practice  then  in 
Togue,  of  low  diet,  bleeding  and  aperients,  so  reduced 
her  strength  that  she  died  of  simple  exhaustion,  whose 
death  haying  thrown  him  into  a  state  bordering  on 
insanity,  he  shot  himself  three  months  subsequently, 
during  an  attendance  upon  a  protracted  ccmfinement 
in  1818.  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  Herbert  Croft, 
Charles  Aimer ic  Belli,  M.A.,  was  presented  by  his 
brother-in-law.  Dr.  Howley,  Bishop  of  London,  after- 
wards Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He  resigned  this 
living  in  1822  for  that  of  Paglesham*  and  in  1828 
was  preferred  to  South  Weald,  which  Church  was 
restored  during  his  incumbency.  He  resigned  that 
cure  in  1876,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Fraser.  BeUi's  wife,  Frances  Willan,  was  one  of  the 
three  daughters  of  W.  Willan  +  a  merchant  who 
resided  at  How  Hatch,  South  Weald.  She  died  in 
1869,  and  is  buried  at  the  south  west  comer  of  Weald 
churchyard,  where  her  husband  has  constructed  a 
tomb  designed  likewise  for  himself,  and  has  placed 
the  following  inscription,  ^'  C.  A.  B.  Natus  1791. 
Induciua  Ad  Hujua  JEccleauB  Vkariam  1823,  obiit  18 
in  hoc  tumulo  sepidta.  Resurgam. 

TaiduB  labor  nan  wt  ea48%k$, 

QiMT&M  Nob,  Sediati  lobsaus; 

Bedemisti,  Orucem  Pasaus" 
Upon  the  resignation  of  Belli,  the  living  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  Rev.  Frederic  Nolan  $  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 
M.R.S.L.,  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  by  birth 
an  Irishman.  He  married  Angelina,  a  daughter  of 
Boone  §  a  bookseller  in  Bond  Street,  and  sister 

*  See  thai  pariali. 

t  In  the  Church  of  Soaih  Weald  is  a  tablet  with    '<  S.  M.    Williaxa 
Willan,  Esqr.,  Feby.  18th,  1S49,  aged  76  jean." 

X  Dr.  Nolan  had  a  brother,  who  waa  a  judge  in  India.     He  was  boned  at 
Bradwell  jiMita  Coggeehall,  with  a  marble  monument  and  inaoription. 

}  Presumed  corruption  of  Bohun. 
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of  Mrs.  Bayntun  Scratton.  He  was  a  very  able 
linguist  and  learned  man,  and  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plidied,  ripe,  and  masterly  scholars  in  Europe,  but 
alas !  for  a  preacher  he  had  an  impediment  in  his 
speech.  This  was  fatal  to  his  usefulness,  and  he  may 
not  have  possessed  aU  the  attributes  necessary  for 
success  as  a  country  clergyman.  We  have  already 
alluded  to  the  bell*ringing  in  this  parish,  showing  that 
the  Dr.  was  not  popular  with  certain  of  his  parishioners.  * 
With  respect  to  the  law,  as  regards  ringing  the  bells, 
nothing  is  clearer  that  the  bells  cannot  be  rung  with- 
out the  Parson's  consent,  nor  can  he  ring  them 
without  the  Churchwardens'  sanction.  No  one  else 
has  any  power  or  right  in  the  matter.  His  reverence* 
would  have  done  better  as  a  Dean  or  Canon.  There 
18  no  doubt  that  a  man  engaged  in  abstruse  studies, 
and  revising  the  text  of  books  comprising  more  than 
a  dozen  difficult  languages,  did  not  want  to  be  dis- 
turbed or  distressed  b^  the  clang  of  bells  close  to  his 
house.  But  many  in  Prittlewell  cared  probably 
nothing  about  Chaldee,  Syriac,  Sanscrit  and  Greek, 
or  the  Vindication  of  the  Authority  of  the  Sacred 
Text,  or  the  learned  Divinity  Lectures  which  he  pre- 
pared. The  following  are  some  of  his  works.  I.  "  The 
operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  illustrated  and  confirmed 
bv  Scriptural  Authority,  in  a  series  of  Sermons  evin- 
ong  the  Wisdom  and  Consistency  of  the  economy  of 
Grace  ;  with  notes  and  illustrations,  exhibiting  the 
evidences  of  the  Truth  and  Authority  of  the  Doctrine 
from  the  primitive  Church,  and  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, 8  vo.  18 1 3."  11.  **  An  inquiry  into  the  integrity 
of  the  Greek  Vulgate,  or  received  text  of  the  New 

•  Dr.  Nolan  long  opposed  ihe  building  and  endowment  of  St.  John's 
Chnrch  at  Soathend,  giTing  as  hia  reason  the  injnatioe  to  his  Buooesaorsj 
and  hia  argaments  and  objeotions  to  the  Bishop  laying  the  first  stone  were 
of  snoh  weight,  that  his  Lordship  gave  way,  remarking  that  no  man  in  his 
diooese  was  hotter  able  than  the  Vioar  of  Prittlewell  to  sifb  a  question,  to 
get  at  a  right  conclusion. 
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Testament ;  in  whicli  the  Greek  manuscripts  are 
newly  classed,  the  integrity  of  the  received  text  vin- 
dicated, and  the  various  readings  traced  to  their 
origin,  8  vo.  181 5."  III.  "  Vindication  of  a  review  of 
the  Bampton  Lectures  for  1815,''  inserted  in  the 
^^  British  Critic,''  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Rev. 
Reginald  Heber,  A.M.,  &c.  1817-  IV.  **  A  Key  to 
M.  Volney's  Ruins,  or  the  Revolutions  of  Empires, 
8  vo.  1819."  V.  "  A  Harmonical  Grammar  of  the 
principal  Ancient  and  Modern  Languages  ;  viz  :  the 
Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  Syriac,  and  Samaritan^ 
the  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  German, 
and  Modem  Greek,  2  vols.  8  vo.  1822.^  VI.  "  The 
expectations  formed  by  the  Assyrians  that  a  great 
Deliverer  would  appear,  about  the  time  of  our  Lord's 
Advent,  demonstrated.  8vo.  1826."  VII.  "  Supple- 
ment to  an  enquiry  into  the  integrity  of  the  Greek 
Vulgate,  containing  a  vindication  of  the  principles 
employed  in  its  defence.  8vo.  1830."  VIII.  ''  The 
time  of  the  Millenium  investigated  and  its  nature 
determined    on   Scriptural  grounds.       8vo.   1831." 

IX.  "  The  Analogy  of  Revelation  and  Science  estab- 
lished in  a  series  of  lectures  delivered  before  the 
University  of  Oxford  in  the  year  1833,  on  the  foun- 
dation of  the  late  Rev.  J.  Bampton.     8vo.   1833." 

X.  "  The  Chronological  Prophecies,  as  constituting  a 
connected  system,  in  which  the  principal  events  of  l^e 
divine  dispensations  are  determined  by  the  precise 
revelation  of  their  dates  ;  demonstrated  in  a  series  of 
lectures  delivered  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Honourable 
Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  in  the  years  1833,  1834, 
1835.  1836.  <0n  the  foundation  of  the  late  Bishop 
Warburton.)  8vo.  1837."  XI.  "The  Evangelical 
character  of  Christianity  according  to  the  doctrine 
and  ordinances  of  the  Established  Church,  asserted 
and  vindicated  in  a  sieries  of  letters  addressed  to  a 
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young  person,  1838."  He  likewise  published  a  work 
on  **  Egyptian  Chronology/'  To  insure  accuracy  the 
Dr.  had  a  private  printing  press  with  a  compositor 
and  printer,  when  he  lived  at  Milton  House  in 
the  Hamleti  (recently  named  Shorefield  House), 
which  press  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  Vicar^ 
age,  so  that  his  works  were  issued  under  his  own 
supervision.  Dr.  Nolan  was  the  third  son  of 
Edward  Nolan,  Esq.,  by  Florinda  his  wife,  and  born 
at  his  Grandfather's  old  Rathmine's  Castle  Co.  Dublin, 
Feb.  9th,  1779.  In  1796  he  was  sent  to  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  and  in  1803  went  to  Oxford,  where 
he  entered  Exeter  college  as  gentleman  commoner, 
chiefly  that  he  might  derive  benefit  from  the  library 
there  and  at  the  Bodleian,  to  which  he  was  introduced, 
and  where  he  diligently  studied.  He  was  ordained 
by  the  Bishop  of  Eilmore,  August  3rd,  1806.  In 
1805  he  passed  his  examination  for  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  the  Schools  of  Oxford,  but  he 
did  not  take  it  until  1828,  when  he  took  that  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  at  the  same  time.  He  took  priest's 
orders  Oct.  1st,  1809,  from  Dr.  Randolph,  Bishop  of 
London.  He  served  the  curacies  of  Woodford,  Hack- 
ney, and  St.  Benet  Finck,  in  the  city  of  London,  until 
October  25th,  1822,  when  he  removed  to  the  Vicar- 
age of  Prittlewell,  to  which  he  was  presented  by 
Dr.  Howley,  at  that  time  Bishop  of  London,  which 
preferment  he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death. 
He  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Boyle  Lectures  July 
22nd,  1814,  the  Bampton  Lectures  in  1833,  and  the 
Warburtonian  Lectures  in  1833,  1834,  1836,  1836, 
and  he  was  the  only  member  of  his  profession  who 
has  been  appointed  to  deliver  these  three  great  lectures 
in  succession.  Through  the  great  merit  of  his  works, 
he  was  elected  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Litera- 
ture 1828,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  1832,  and 
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Honorary  Member  of  the  Statistical  Society  of  Paris. 
Previous  to  hb  death  in  1864,  he  had  been  for  several 
years  totally  blind.  The  Rev.  J.  G.  Brighton, 
Kector  of  Kentstown,  Ireland,  who  preached  his 
funeral  sermon,  after  paying  the  highest  eulogy  to 
his  abilities,  attributes  to  him,  ^^  Purity  of  deed,  word 
and  thought,  a  heart  filled  with  Christian  love  for  all 
mankind,  a  mouth  which  gave  utterance  only  to  the 
words  of  meekness,  gentleness  and  peace,*  "  In  the 
Church  of  Navan  is  a  mural  monument  to  his  memory, 
and  in  the  Church  of  Kentstown  there  is  a  very 
beautiful  memorial  window,  commemorative  of  him, 
and  beneath  is  an  inscription  in  brass,  describing  him 
as  the  last  surviving  head  of  an  ancient  family  in  the 
county  of  Meath.  U  pon  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel 
of  Prittlewell  Churcn,  is  a  very  handsome  marble 
tablet,  **  To  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  Nolan, 
LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  42  years  Vicar  of  this  Parish,  he 
died  September  16th,  1864,  in  the  85  th  year  of  his 
age  at  Geraldstown  House  in  the  County  of  Meath, 
Ireland  He  was  a  true  Christian,  a  man  of  distin- 
guished Icammg,  an  afiectionate  husband  and  a  sincere 
friend.  His  mortal  remains  are  in  the  fi&mily  vault 
at  Navan."  The  Vicarage  was  now  given  by  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester,  Dr.  Joseph  Cotton 
Wigram,  to  his  nephew,  Spencer  Robert  Wigram, 
son  of  Octavius  Wigram  f  of  Bryanston  Square, 
London,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Robert  Wigram,  first 
baronet,  of  Walthamstow,  by  his  second  wife  Eleanor, 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Watts.  Sir  Robert  was  a 
native  of  the  Co.  Wexford,  obtained  eminence  as  a 
merchant,  and  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1805.  :|:     His 

*  Snrelj  this  man  was  misunderstood  in  PrittlewelL 

t  Brother  of  Monej  Wigram  the  shipowner,  and  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir 
James  Wigram,  for  many  years  a  Vioe-Chancellor. 

t  By  his  first  wife,  Catherine,  yonngest  daughter  of  Trancis  Broadhnrst 
of  HauBfinld,  he  had  Bobert,  who  succeeded  as  2nd  Baronet  in  1880>  and 
changed  the  surname  of  Wigram  to  Fitzwygram  in  1S92. 


BOCHFOBD  HUHDBSD.  600 

eighth  son,  Octavius,  married  Isabella  Knox,  daughter 
of  the  late  Lord  Bishop  of  Derry.  Our  Vicar  was 
educated  at  Harrow  and  Balliol  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  graduated  B,A.  in  1869,  taking  an  honorary 
fourth  cla9s  in  Classics  ;  M.A.  1861  ;  ordained  Deacon, 
1860  ;  Priest  1861  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester;  Vicar 
of  Prittlewell  1864;  Rural  Dean  of  Cane wdon  in  1872, 
void  by  death  of  the  Rev.  W.  Vallance.  He  was 
formerly  Curate  of  Farnham,  Surrey,  1860-62  ;  and 
Romford,  Essex,  1862-64.  He  married  in  1867 
Elizabeth  Pearson,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
William  Dalby,  Rector  of  ComptonBassett,  Co.  Wilts, 
and  prebend  of  Salisbury.  The  arms  of  the  femily 
are  Argent,  on  a  pale  gules  three  escallops  or  ;  over 
all  a  chevron  engrailed  counterchanged  and  on  the 
chief,  waves  of  the  sea,  thereon  a  ship  representing  an 
English  vessel  of  war  of  the  16  th  century,  with  four 
masts,  sails  furled  proper,  colors  flying  gules.  Crest, 
a  moant  vert,  a  hand  in  armour  in  fesse,  coupM  at 
the  wrist  proper  charged  with  an  escallop  holding  a 
fleur-de-lis  erect  or.  Supporters,  on  either  side  an 
eagle,  with  wings  elevated  argent  collared  gules  and 
charged  on  the  breast  with  a  shamrock  vert.  Motto, 
"  Dtdcis  amor  patruBj'* — The  love  of  country  is  sweet. 

The  Registers  §  of  marriages  and  burials  date  from 
1645,  and  those  of  baptisms  from  1649.  From  these 
and  other  sources  we  obtain  the  names  of  some  of 
the  Curates.  1733,  Charles  Ley  ;  1734,  Thomas 
Dane;  1735,  Thomas  Case;  1740,  John  Smith; 
1751,  George  Morrison  ;  1760,  Robert  Dod  ;  1764, 
James  Perkins,  (likewise  curate  at  Leigh.  He  died  a 
prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  December  1766.)  1765,  J.  Bate ; 
1766,  Philip  Hacket  ;  1 769,  Charles  Fred.  Morean  (he 
preached  a  funeral  sermon  for  Mrs.  Sarah  Camper, 

§  A,  regiater  book  waa  ordered  to  be  kept  in  everj  Church  anno  1538. 
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from  Psalm  xxxv.,  verses  9,  10,  11  and  24.)  1772, 
William  Baynes  ;  1783,  Thomas  Archer,  (We  have 
under  Foulness  given  some  account  of  this  eccentric 
and  singular  man,  since  which  we  have  ascertained 
further  particulars.  *  He  claimed  descent  from  the 
same  line  as  Lord  Thomas  Archer,  whose  title  is  now 
extinct.  .  His  grandfather  and  father  were  both 
Clergymen,  the  former  was  Rector  of  Hitcham  in 
Bucks,  that  living  having  been  presented  to  him  by 
Dr.  Evans,  2nd  April,  1730.  His  uncle  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Archer,  was  for  many  years  Rector  of 
Saint  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  London.  He  was  born 
25th  March,  1750,  at  Hitcham,  being  an  only  son,  and  at 
an  early  age  went  to  Eton  College,  and  afterwards  to 
Cambridge.  On  leaving  College  he  took  holy  orders 
at  St.  Clement's  Danes  in  the  Strand.  His  first  curacy 
was  at  Finchley,  where  he  married.  After  this,  he 
became  curate  of  North  Bemfleet,  where  his  wife 
died,  and  strange  to  say,  he  drove  the  vehicle 
that  contained  her  remains  to  the  Church,  and 
officiated  himself.  He  held  three  curacies  at  that 
time,  viz:  Bemfleet,  Rawreth,  and  Canvey  Island. 
He  married  a  second  time,  to  Susannah  Page, 
a  daughter  of  John  Page,  a  farmer  of  Nevendon. 
He  was  afterwards  curate  at  Danbury,  and  subse- 
quently at  Prittlewell,  where  most  of  his  children, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  were  bom.  He  was  an 
inveterate  smoker,  and  used  as  a  rule  to  enjoy  his 
long  pipe  to  the  Vestry  of  the  Church.  When  he 
had  other  services  to  perform  at  a  distance,  (to  wit 
Wakering)  he  used  to  leave  the  desk,  still  saying  the 
last  prayer,  and  to  take  his  surplice  off  as  he  proceeded 
down  tne  aisle.  He  has  been  known,  after  the  ser- 
mon, before  leaving  the  pulpit  to  call  out  to  a  looker's 

*  We  are  indebted  for  Uiie  portion  of  his  biography  to  his  granddaiightery 
Hrs.  Arabella  Claydon. 
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wife  "  Pat,  have  you  got  any  eggs  ?  "  On  leaving 
Prittlewell,  he  went  to  Southchurch,  and  undertook 
the  cure  of  souls  at  Shoebury  at  the  same  time.  It 
was  during  his  curacy  at  Southchurch  that  the 
Princess  Cnarlotte  attended  his  ministry,  no  other 
officiating.  He  was  a  great  fox  hunter,  all  the  best 
of  his  years,  and  often  when  he  had  any  service  to 
perform  in  week  days  which  came  in  the  way  of  his 
favourite  pastime,  he  would  don  his  scarlet  under  his 
surplice,  and  perform  what  service  might  be  due,  and 
when  the  ceremony  was  over,  untie  his  hunter  from 
the  gate  to  join  in  the  sport.*  Once  whilst  marrying 
a  couple,  the  hounds  passed  the  Church,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  ceremony  he  broke  out,  "  Tally-ho, 
Tally-ho."  From  Southchurch  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Rectory  of  Foulness.  His  first  sermon  there  was 
taken  from  the  42nd  chapter  of  Isaiah,  verse  12,  ^^  Let 
them  give  glory  unto  the  Lord,  and  declare  His 
praise  in  the  islands."  He  formed  the  first  Sunday- 
school  there,  and  did  good  in  his  own  way.  The  last 
few  years  of  his  life  he  was  nearly  blind,  the  last  nine 
months  totally  so,  but  his  memory  being  good,  he 
would  not  accept  any  assistance.  He  was  a  great 
novel  reader,  and  to  the  last  in  trying  to  read,  burnt 
the  edges  of  books,  for  which  he  was  charged  by  the 
librarian  their  fuU  value.  Besides  the  works  formerly 
enumerated  as  proceeding  from  his  pen,  he  wrote 
several  poems,  "  The  Victory  of  Copenhagen,"  pub- 
lished in  1801  at  3s.  6d.  a  copy.  "The  triumph  of 
Charity."  "  Age  and  Honour,"  or,  "  A  Tribute  Lay 
to  the  sacred  memory  of  a  beloved  and  lamented 
Sovereign,"  published  in  1820,  and  "  The  Triumph  of 
Loyalty."     Archer's  successor  in  the  curacy  of  Prittle- 

*  A  panon  htm  been  known  sinoe  ihia  period,  whilst  ont  ihooting,  to  laj 
down  hiM  gnn,  tie  up  hia  dogi^  and  harj  a  member  of  the  family  of  one  of 
hia  prinoipal  pariahionera. 
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well  was  James  Thompson  Roffhead,  who  died  April 
14th,  1798,  (Bt.  46,  anais buried  at  AU  Saints,  Maiden. 
In  1801,  D.  Humphreys  ;  1809,  Walter  Harper  ; 
1815,  James  Smith  (see  Leigh);  1822,  J.  G.  ToUey  ; 
1823,  Matthew  Newport  ;  1841,  Arthur  R.  Stert, 
M.A.,  who  officiated  for  eight  years,  then  left  and 
returned  for  several  years  previous  to  the  death  of 
Nolan*  He  was  much  respected  and  charitablv  dis- 
posed, for  during  the  famine  year  he  sold  his  horse, 
and  joined  the  parishioners  in  giving  oatmeal  to  the 
poor.  Upon  leavin^^  Prittlewell  he  was  presented 
by  the  parishioners  with  a  handsome  silver  salver.* 
lie  filled  at  other  times  the  curacies  of  Lexden,  Ray- 
leigh  and  Lamarsh  in  Essex,  and  Penselward  near 
Wincanton,  Somersetshire.  He  was  latterly  a  martyr 
to  gout,  and  died  suddenly  in  1876,  at  neatherby- 
place,  Cheltenham,  in  Ids  66th  year,  leaving  a  widow 
and  four  children.  Amongst  other  curates  to  Dr. 
Nolan  were  T.  A.  Waring,  who  in  the  "  Times  ^  and 
other  papers  represented  the  curacy  and  house  in  such 
dismal  terms,  that  he  obtained  a  considerable  sum 
and  left  somewhat  suddenly.  In  this  correspondence 
the  Dr.  si^s  himself  ^ '  A  Slandered  Yicar."  J.  Hobert 
Gaunter,  B.D.,  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Thanet,  was 
bom  at  the  Rectory  of  Dittisham,  Devonshire,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Dart,  which  living  was  in  his  fJE^mily  for 
two  or  three  generations.  He  was  brother  to  the 
Rev.  R.  Macdonald  Caunter,  of  Tunbridge  WeUs, 
formerly  Rector  of  Drayton  near  Banbury,  Oxon. 
He  sprung  from  an  old  family  who  at  one  time 
possessed  a  large  amount  of  landed  property  in  the 
parishes  of  Ashburton  and  Staverton,  in  the  former  of 

*  Abont  this  time  Dr.  Nolan  refenmed  from  timTelling  in  Qermanj  and 
Italy,  and  reanmed  hia  pulpit  for  one  Sunday.  Hia  text  waa  Prorerbay 
chapter  zi«  Teree  29,-*<*He  that  tronbleth  hia  own  honae  ahaU  inherit  the 
wind,  and  the  fool  ahall  be  aerrant  to  the  wiae  oi  heart.*'  After  the  teatt 
aereral  of  the  congregation  yaoated  their  aeati. 
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which  is  a  shib  on  the  wall,  stating  the  gift  of  land, 
by  one  Cannter  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  for  ever* 
Besides  this,  there  is  one  brass  to  a  Gaunter  left, 
dated  1640,  about  the  last  of  a  large  number  of 
tablets,  iSfiC,  of  which  the  Church  was  full,  the  greater 
part  being  removed  by  the  Rector  with  the  consent 
of  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Gaunter,  the  act  being  duly  re^ 
corded  in  the  parish  register.  Many  of  these  tablets, 
brasses,  &c.,  contained  inscriptions,  some  in  verse,  in 
memory  of  various  Gaunters  who  were  'squires.  Those 
of  Elizabethan  date  bear  the  old  word  ^^gent."  or 
^^  gentleman '^  after  the  names.  His  &ther  had  a 
Commission  in  the  Army,  which  he  resigned  in  order 
to  join  Sir  John  Shore,  afterwards  created  Lord 
Teignmouth  and  Governor  General  of  India,  with 
whom  he  was  connected  by  marri^e,  and  entered 
the  Civil  Service  of  the  East  India  Company  at  Pen* 
ang.  He  was  educated  himself  at  the  Royal  College, 
Jersey,  upon  his  return  from  which  he  was  sent  to 
Addiscombe,  and  from  thence  to  Bombay,  destined 
for  a  military  career.  Having  relinqmshed  the  army, 
he  turned  his  talents  to  literature,  and  entered  as  an 
undergraduate  in  St.  Peter's  College,  Cambridge, 
ultimately  taking  a  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity. 
He  was  ordained  Curate  to  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  Maty* 
lebone,  formerly  called  Portland  Chapel,  and  upon  its 
Vacancy  was  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  its  inoum* 
bency.  He  exchanged  tms  for  the  Vicarage  of  Hail- 
sham,  Sussex.  This  he  likewise  resigned  having  made 
a  bad  exchange,  and  overwhelmed  with  dilapidationa 
undertook  the  Curacy  of  Prittlewell  for  a  temporary 
change,  and  again  returned  to  London  and  purchased 
the  proprietary  Chapel  at  Eennington  which  fix>m  ill 
health  he  soon  gave  up,  and  died  in  his  former  resi^ 
dence  in  Somerset  Street,  Portman  Square.  At  his 
death  he  was  rising  fiuit  into  high  literary  reputation, 
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being  upon  intimate  terms  with  Mrs.  Norton,  (with 
whom  he  edited  a  paper)  BasiL  Hall,  Gait  and  otiiers. 
He  was  likewise  a  very  popular  preacher.  He  married 
first  a  widow  of  the  name  of  Crowther,  who  had  two 
brothers,  Captains  in  the  Arm^.  He  had  no  issue  by 
this  marriage,  and  upon  his  wife's  decease,  remarried 
and  had  two  daughters,  and  a  son  named  Hobart  now 
in  Australia.  He  held  peculiar  ideas  about  the  edu- 
cation of  women,  and  once  educated  a  young  girl  with 
the  intention  of  making  her  his  wife  thereafter.  This 
intention  he  failed  to  carry  out,  and  was  consequently- 
sued.  The  following  are  amongst  his  works,  ^'  The 
Cadet,"  a  poem  in  two  volumes  written  in  India,  when 
a  subaltern.  ^^  Sketches  of  India,  or  the  Komance  of 
History,"  published  in  1816,  and  written  during  a 
residence  there  in  1813,  '14  and  '15.  ''  The  Bible 
with  notes."  "  The  Island  Bride,"  in  sixcantos,  1830. 
^^  Posthumous  Records  of  a  London  Clerg3rman,  1835.*' 
"  Familiar  Lectures  to  children,  1836."  "  The  Poetry 
of  the  Pentateuch,"  2  vols.  1839."  **The  Oriental 
Annual"  "  The  Mystery  of  Evil,"  a  poem.  "  Ser- 
mons on  the  Lord's  prayer,"  1849,  in  3  vols.  ^^  An 
Inquiry  into  the  History  and  Character  of  Rahab/' 
written  whilst  at  Prittlewell  and  dedicated  to  Dr. 
Nolan  in  1850.  Whilst  here  he  wrote  an  anonymous 
satire  on  Southend,  the  ^^  New  Armageddon."  "  The 
Fellow  Commoner  "  m  3  vols.  1836,  (a  Novel).  **  St. 
Leon,  a  drama  in  three  acts,  1835."  ^^  A  Bard's 
tribute  to  his  Queen,  1838."  ''  The  House  that  Joah 
burnt,"  a  parody  (quite  an  opuscule) «  and  other  works 
besides  articles,  &c.  John  Gore,  an  Irishman,  was  an 
oddity,  so  was  his  wife,  he  used  to  preach  very  long 
sermons,  during  which  he  occasionally  sucked  an 
orange ;  he  used  to  cook  and  bake  up-stairs  in  his  bed- 
room, which  his  friends  thought  wanted  ventilating. 
Henry   Pelham     Dawes    who    became    Vicar    of 
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Asheldham.  After  Stert's  final  departare,  Hector 
Norton  became  curate  in  1863.  He  was  of  Magdalen 
College,  Cambridge,  and  graduated  in  1850.  In 
1864  he  was  appointed  by  Dr.  Wigram,  whose  curate 
he  had  been  at  St.  Mary's,  Southampton,  to  the 
Rectory  of  Longfield  near  Dartford  in  Kent,  from 
which  parish  he  was  removed  by  the  same  prelate  in 
1867,  to  the  Vicarage  of  Great  "Bentley  in  Essex.  He 
was  veiT  popular  and  much  esteemed.  1869,  J.  War- 
ren. Upon  leaving  he  went  as  Curate  to  Portsmouth, 
and  from  thence  to  Stowe,  Buckinghamshire,  as  Chap- 
lain to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  presented  that 
living  to  him.  1872,  Clement  Fox  Harvey,  M.A., 
son  rf  the  late  Rev.  W.  W.  Harvey,  M.  A.,  (Kector  of 
Truro  and  Prebendary  of  Exeter)  was  bom  at  Truro 
in  1847.  Educated  at  Winchester  College,  where  he 
obtained  an  Exhibition  in  Commoners,  graduated  B.  A« 
at  Trinity  College,  Oxon,  1869,  taking  his  degree  in 
high  honours.  M.A.,  1871.  Ordained  Deacon  1872 
and  Priest  1873  by  Bishop  of  Rochester.  Assistant 
Curate  of  Prittlewell  1872-5.  He  married  in  1874 
Emma  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Hard* 
wicke  Dyer,  B.D.,  Vicar  of  Great  Waltham,  by  whom 
he  has  three  sons.  He  resigned  the  curacy  in  1875, 
and  was  presented  with  a  handsome  salver  and  time- 
piece by  those  who  valued  his  ministiy.  He  is  now 
Rector  of  Truro,  and  was  appointed  Canon  of  Truro 
Cathedral  in  1878.  The  stall  assigned  to  him  bears 
the  name  of  St.  Carantoc,  a  Cornish  Saint  of  the 
Sixth  Century.  1875,  Michael  Watson  Bodley  Dawe, 
eldest  son  of  Michael  Watson  Dawe  of  Chelborough, 
Dorsetshire,  by  his  wife  Bessie,  only  surviving  daugh- 
ter of  William  Barnard  of  Somerton,  Somersetshire, 
bom  at  Chinnock^  1850,  matriculated  at  Balliol  College 
Oxford  (of  which  society  he  was  a  scholar),  1869  ; 
graduated  B. A.  1871  ;  M.A.  1874  ;  ordained  Deacon 
1875,  Priest  1876,  Curate  of  Orsett  1877. 
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From  the  Register  books  and  other  sources  we 
glean  that  Edmund  Sputtle,  who  died  in  1652,  by 
will  proved  in  1653,  left  £5  to  Master  Thomas  Pecke, 
Minister  of  Prittlewell.  Israel  Hawkins  the  elder, 
of  Coleman's,  who  died  in  1658,  was  cousin  of  Robert 
Butler.  Israel  Hawkins,  the  younger,  married  four 
times.  His  first  wife,  Mi^,  died  in  1654.  He  then 
married  in  1655  Joane  Kenoles  of  Great  Baddow, 
widow,  who  died  in  1657.  His  third  wife,  Elizabeth, 
died  in  1671.  He  died  in  1673,  leaving  a  fourth  wife, 
named  Hester.  In  *'  1652  Luke  Ayliffe  of  Shopland 
buried.  1656,  John  Ayliffe  and  Mary  Bowtell 
married.  1657,  Joseph,  son  of  Nathanid  Sampson 
bap.  1659,  Sarah,  daughter  of  W.  and  Sarah  Searles 
buried.  1 69 1 ,  Samuel  Ayliffe  and  Eliz.  Stane  married. 
1708,  July  13th,  Robert  Kennett  widower,  of  North 
Shoebury,  and  Elizabeth  Nott  of  this  paidsh,  by 
license.  1795,  Richard  Davenport  Eersterman  * 
eldest  son  of  Jeremiah  Eersterman,  died  October  25th, 
and  was  buried  at  Canewdon.  1801  Lucy,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jay  o£  Southend,  interred  in  the  chancel.''  There 
are  numerous  entries  of  the  Maiden  f  family,  con- 

*  See  LifcUe  Wakering  for  list  of  Yolonteen  (Jonaa  Aaplia,  Captain), 
and  Ml  aoooont  of  iUa  ftiDemL 

t  John  Maiden  of  Canewdon,  who  died  in  16S8,  left  a  son  John  who  died  in 
1696.  This  latter  married  twice,  his  flnt  wife,  Anne,  wae  mother  of  John 
of  Prittlewell,  who  died  in  1748.  By  hie  second  wife  Susan,  he  had  Samuel 
and  George,  and  from  the  latter  descend  the  Maidens  of  Dengie.  John 
of  Prittlewell  Priory  by  his  first  wife  Elizabeth,  who  died  April  8th,  1747* 
had  sereral  ehildren,  some  of  whom  he  enumerates  in  his  will,  dated 
Jan.  4Ah,  l7i7-8.  He  mentions  his  second  wife  Hannah,  likewise  his 
daughters,  Mary,  wife  of  John  Lee,  Aliee,  wife  of  William  Mardiall,  and 
Sliaabeih,  wife  of—  Whyborne,  to  whom  he  left  a  silrer  tankard,  with  the 
initials  I.M  Jl.  To  his  daughter  Mary  Lee,  a  tankard  with  the  initials 
7.H.C.  To  Sarah  Laoell  his  silyer  porringer  with  the  initials  ff.H.C.  He 
menUens  his  four  grandchildren,  children  of  Mary  Lee,  and  four  grand- 
children, children  of  Laoell,  whose  mother  probably  predeceased  him. 
Robert  de  Maldone  who  owned  land  in  Maldon,  Laohyngdon,  Brad  well,  &o., 
in  1350  was  oirea  1839  Member  for  Maldon,  and  bore  arms.  A  seal  attached 
to  an  indenture  between  this  Robert  de  Maldone  and  Cecilia  Btrannge^  in 
which  he  leasee  to  her  for  life  a  house  in  Maldon,  ISssex,  for  40  killings  per 
aDBUm  payable  quarterly,  dated  Monday  before  XsaaB,  \5  Bdw.  IH^  1341,  is 
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nectioDS  of  the  Den^  fiEimily  of  that  name.  In  the 
Annual  Register  of  Jane,  1774,  it  is  stated  that  Mrs* 
Martha  Gibbons  died  at  Prittlewell  aged  107,  but  we 
do  not  find  any  entry  thereof  in  the  rarish  Register. 
In  the  parish  books  are  the  signatures  of  Jasper  Baker 
and  Robert  B<mner  in  1623.  Thomas  Ingoll  m  1626. 
Philip  Howes  1633.  John  Searle  1638.  Ja  Reyner 
1646.  Robert  Buttler  1660.  Lambert  Pitcher 
1674,  (Surveyor  of  Customs  at  Leigh).  Will 
Brittridge  1677.  Jonas  Lambe  1684,  (Overseer 
1696).  Richard  Harris,  Junr.  1678.  Amongst  the 
eariier  Churchwardens  not  vet  enumerated  were  John 
Dawson  and  John  Sweet  1625.  Symon  Bowtell  1632. 
WUliam  Smith  or  Smyth  1635  and  1647.  Thomas 
Wayte  ^  1638.  John  Clay  1654.  John  Godsave  and 
William  Barrows  1663.  John  Rule  1670.  Richard 
Harris  1679.  Henry  Pasheler  1714.  John  Hard- 
wick  1804  (tanner  and  currier)  brother  to  the  late 
General  Hardwick.  This  family  were  originally  from 
Lincolnshire.  Amongst  the  Overseers  were  Jer.  Spitty 
1668.  Mr.  John  White  1678.  Thomas  Carr  1716. 
John  Spurrion  1737.      The  following  Magistrates  f 

acted  in  this  Hundred, Horsmanden    1702. 

(Daniel  Horsmanden,  Rector  of  Purleigh.)  John  Lister 

now  in  the  poneoBion  of  Henry  0.  Maiden  of  Windleeliam  House,  Brighton. 
The  amwapon  this  *'8iifiliwn  Bdb0rH  dg  UtMons,"  are  a  fret  and  on  a  ohief, 
iqyparently  three  deoresoents,  bat  they  are  indistinot  and  dif&oolt  to 
determine.  William  de  Maldone  in  1Z6S  had  property  in  Pritewell,  land 
called  Saadfleet  in  Leig^,  and  alao  held  the  Manor  of  Chnroh  Hall  in 
Fa^eaham.  He  died  in  1369  MJP.  for  Maldon.  Both  theae  Maidens  were 
defended  from  John  de  Maldone  who  had  property  in  Maldon  in  1306. 
(See  paRO  408.)  There  are  arma  of  a  Sobert  de  luJden  on  a  graToatone  im 
Fonlmire  Chnroh,  Camhridgeahire,  dated  1620»  described  \^  Oole  in  his 
M8S.  «  on  a  bend  inter  two  rosea  three  bnokles,"  bat  these  are  now  partly 
pewed  orer  in  a  recent  restoration  of  that  edifioe. 

*  From  an  accoant  of  *'  Pablic  Houses  and  TaTems  in  1636  hj  John  Tay* 
lorthe  Water  Poet"  the  only  Proprietors  mentioned  in  Essex  are  Thomas 
Wait^  Prittlewell  I  Jndith  Bis,  Boohfbrd ;  Maad  Gk>ldingham,  Maoh  Waker. 
Sag  I  James  Hare,  Leigh  I  and  Jno.  and  Mary  Archer,  the  Ooiok,  loping. 

t  See  Barling. 
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1707  (Rector  of  Rochford).  Henry  Grantliam,  Sam^ 
John  Fryon,  and  E.  Williamson  1718.  Anth.  Collins 
1719.  A.  A.  Sykes  1727,  (Rector  of  Rayleigh). 
Chas.  Irwin  and  L.  Imber  1770  (the  latter  Incumbent 
of  North  and  South  Shoebury.)  P.  Harvey  1772.  John 
Petwin  1776.  John  Harriott  and  T.  Harridge  1789. 
0.  W.  Sidney  1802.  G.  D.  Carr,  J.  Wise  (Vicar  of 
Shopland,  and  Rector  of  Mevendon),  and  Jonas  Asplin 
1804.  W.  Ramsden  (Vicar  of  Little  Wakering),  and 
G.  Wyatt  1806. 

The  following  are  names  of  Publicans  f  in  Prittle- 
well.  Mr.  Littlebury  held  the  Swan  in  1702.  Richard 
Beston  the  George  .1702.  The  Blue  Boar  was  held 
bv  Jno.  Craft  m  1706,  by  Mr.  Dickerson  in  1709,  by 
Thomas  Shepman  in  1711,  by  Robert  Cowper 
in  1737,  by  James  Rumball  in  1739,  by  Mr. 
Franklin  in  1768,  by  Mr.  Warren  in  1784,  by 
Mrs.  Curtis  in  1788,  by  Stephen  Clay  in  1794,  by  John 
Tracey  in  1797.  The  King's  Head  ♦  was  held  by 
Mr.  Salmon  in  1768,  by  Mr.  Mulley  in  1786.  The 
Spread  Eagle  by  Mr.  Foskett  in  1784,  by  William 
Francis  in  1792.  The  Red  Lion  by  Adams  in  1733, 
by  Turner  in  1740,  and  by  Mr.  Winsorin  1758. 

Prittlewell  became,  April  8th,  1875  (upon  the 
authority  of  a  correspondent  of  the  "  Daily  News  ") 
"  for  the  hour  the  most  celebrated  of  all  villages.'* 
It  arrested  for  the  time  the  whole  business  of  the 
British  Empire*      This  arose  in  consequence  of  a 

Petition  presented  to  the    House    of  Commons   by 
'olonel  Makins  from  this   parish  and  its  environs, 
signed  by  1426  persons,  praying  for  a  reversal  of  the 

t  From  State  papers,  Oomesiio,Slii.  Vol.  11 9~Ko.  7,  reUtinffto  Essex, 
dated  6th  Deo.  1677t  there  were  at  that  time  in  Soohford  Hnn&ed  yj  In 
holders,  i^  TaTemers,  and  xxxyj  Tiplers.     This  document  is  signed  bj 
Bobert  Byohe,  John  Petre,  Tho.  Mildmay,  and  Arthore  Harrys. 

*  M  a  ball  giren  at  the  King's  Head  at  the  close  of  the  last  oentnrj,  a 
pariT  ef  the  Kemp's  from  Son^ohnroh  Wiok  were  oonreyed  in  a  bathing 
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sentence  passed  upon  the  Claimant  (calling  himself 
Sir  Soger  Charles  Doughty  Tichborne)  to  the  Baronet- 
age of  Tichborne,  and  the  removal  of  certain  Judges 
from  the  Bench.  During  this  session  72  petitions 
were  presented,  signed  by  203,322  individuals.  This 
^  mifortunate  nobleman  "  was  sentenced  as  Thomas 
Gasb*o  alias  Arthur  Orton  in  1874  to  14  vears  penal 
servitade.  The  "  Daily  News  "  stated  "  the  agitation 
in  this  village  was  centred  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Howard  (grocer  in  the  place)  but  that  nobody  would 
own  they  had  signed  the  petition  as  they  were  under 
the  impression  they  should  be  fined  £5  each  for  so 
doing,  besides  undergoing  a  month's  imprisonment." 

The  Particular  Baptists  have  a  Chapel  in  East 
Street  called  Providence  Chapel,  which  was  erected  and 
endowed  bv  John  Sutton,  of  No.  2,  Lower  Side,  Isling- 
ton Green  m  1854,  as  a  thank  offering,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  salvation  of  his  soul  was  owing  to  the  preach- 
ing of  one  Anthony  Smith,  a  thatcher  and  gardener, 
ofBevells,  near  Fox  Hall,  Shopland,  whom  he  ap* 
pointed  Pastor.  He  left  five  cottages,  one  for  the 
residence  of  the  Prittlewell  Minister,  and  the  rents  of 
the  others  to  be  divided,  after  certain  deductions,  be- 
tween the  poor  of  Thundersley  Chapel  and  this  of 
Prittlewell.  There  were  six  Trustees,  the  late  James 
Finch,  of  Rayleigh,  being  one  of  them,  with  whom  the 
original  deed  was  deposited.  Sutton  was  originally  a 
"  hearer  at  the  Chapel  in  Gower  Street,  London,"  and 
came  down  to  Southend  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 
After  being  there  a  few  days,  he  took  a  ride  to 
Prittlewell,  and  asked  at  a  barber's  shop  if  they  could 
teU  him  "  where  the  truth  was  preached  ? "  The 
barber  was  rather  surprised  at  the  question,  and  told 
him  there  was  a  Church  and  Chapel  in  the  place. 
He  then  told  the  lad  to  drive  on  to  a  shoemaker's 
shop,  and  repeated  the  question.  The  man  of  the 
last  looked  at  him  and  said,  "  Truth,  sir! — truth  sir! 

d2 
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If  you  are  in  search  for  that,  you  will  not  find  it  in 
Prittlewell.  If  you  go  to  Southchurch,  about  two- 
and-a-half  miles  from  here,  you  will  find  a  few  poor 
people  who  meet  in  a  room,  and  one  of  the  brethren 
speaks  to  them."  The  shoemaker  being  somewhat 
struck  with  his  appearance,  inquired  ^^  Sir,  are  you  a 
speaker? ''  ^  No,"  said  the  gentleman,  ^^  I  am  a 
groaner."  So  the  next  Sabbath  he  met  with  the 
people,  presided  over  by  Smith,  an  illiterate  and  self- 
taught  man,  and  felt  a  great  union  of  spirit  and  home 
f  eelmg.  Upon  a  hymn  oeing  ^iven  out,  he  said  ^^  that 
will  suit  my  CMe,"  and  put  down  eight  half*orowBa 
towards  the  collection,  at  which  they  were  quite  over- 
come, and  at  the  same  time  presented  the  Minister 
with  funds  to  buy  a  black  suit,  as  befitting  his  calling. 
The  flock  removed  to  Prittlewell,  where  button  built 
the  present  chapel,  and  gave  a  cotts^e  and  garden  for 
the  Minister,  all  free,  with  other  privileges  and  gifts 
for  the  poor.  The  stipend  being  still  insufficient^ 
Anthonv  eked  out  a  subsistence  by  carrying  water 
about  the  Town,  but  this  being  considered  derogatory 
to  his  profession,  an  addition  to  his  income  was  given 
him  to  obviate  tlds  necessity.  Sutton,  who  had  a  great 
partiality  for  his  protege,  sent  for  him  three  months 
before  his  death,  and  led  him  to  suppose  he  was  to  be 
further  provided  for,  which  his  will  did  not  carry  out. 
His  preaching,  the  simplicity  of  which  was  much 
admired,  attracted  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Emma  Windle, 
of  Forest  Hill,  London,  some  of  whose  friends  stand 
high  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  she  became  a 
great  friend  to  him  and  the  Baptist  cause  in  Prittle- 
well, occasionally  travelling  to  hear  him  at  Barking 
and  Forest  Hill,  and  upon  his  death,  through  her,  a 
neat  tomb  has  been  placed  in  Prittlewell  Churchyard, 
with  this  inscription,  on  the  north  side,  "Anthony 
Smith,  for  20  years  Minister  of  Providence  Baptist 
Chapel  in  this  parish,  died  Oct.  2nd,   1874,  aged  73 
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years.  This  stone  is  erected  to  bis  memory  by  certain 
friends  who  prized  his  ministry.  ^  For  He  hath 
delivered  me  out  of  all  trouble.  Psalm  54,  v.  7.' 
On  the  south,  '^  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Anthony  Smith, 
who  departed  this  life  Feb'-  12th,  1859^  aged  90 
years." 

In  1877,  a  new  Ecclesiastical  District,  attached  to 
All  Saints'  Church  *  was  formed,  in  order  to  supply 
the  wants  of  a  large  population  occuppng  ^^  Porters' 
Town,"  which  has  sprung  up  near  Porter's  Grange. 
The  boundaries  on  tlie  south  are  the  high  road  from 
Milton  Hall  comer  to  Potash  Lane,  Southchurch;  on 
the  west  the  road  leading  from  Milton  Hall  corner  to 
the  extremity  of  this  property  near  Prittlewell;  on  the 
north  the  hedge  belonging  to  Milton  Hall,  and  crossing 
the  road  along  other  hedges  in  line  therewith  to 
Potash  Lane,  and  on  the  east  by  Potash  Lane,  which 
is  also  the  eastern  boundanr  of  the  Parish.  Stones 
marking  these  boundaries  have  been  placed,  with  the 
initials  P.A.S.D.  1 877,(Prittlewell  All  Saints'  District) 
indaed  thereon.  The  district  was  established  through 
the  munificence  and  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the 
late  Miss  E.  A.  Heygate,  f  who  gave  the'  site  and 
also  gave  a  sufficient  sum  to  realise  £100  per  annum 
when  invested  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of 

•  This  odifloe  which  is  of  falTaniied  iron,  will  aooommodate  600  penons, 
and  Uio  BittingB  are  free  and  unappropriated  throaghoat.  It  was  erected 
taj  tba  Hefgate  family.  A  Mission  Room  has  also  been  built,  forming  a 
\  for  parochial  work^  that  cannot  well  be  oondactod  in  the  Choroh. 


t  Ai  page  608  we  stated  npon  the  anihority  of  a  printed  pedigree  of  this 
familr  that  Bowland  Heylin  was  the  first  translator  of  the  Bible  into  Welsh. 
This  IS  inaoonrate.  In  Barnard's  second  life  of  Dr.  Heylin  is  the  following, 
"This  Mr.  Rowland  Heylin  was  a  man  of  singnlar  goodness  and  piety, that 
before  his  death  caused  the  Welch  or  British  Bible  to  be  printed  at  his  own 
charge,  in  a  portable  Tolnme  for  the  benefit  of  his  Oonntarymen,  which  was 
before  in  a  large  Church  folio."  Also  *'  a  Welch  Dictionary  "  and  another 
work  in  Welch.  The  principal  translator  of  the  Holy  Writ  was  William 
MorgaSy  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  an  eminent  linguist,  and  a  contributor  to  the 
■nglish  Torsion  commonly  called  Queen  Elizabeth's  Bible.  The  Welch 
Bible  was  first  printed  in  15S8.  The  learned  Dr.  Daries  of  Mallwyd,  who 
died  ia  1624,  assisted  Morgan  in  his  labor. 
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Hie  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  To  this  the  Com* 
missioners  have  added  another  £50  per  annum,  so 
that  the  total  income  is  £150.  .  The  communion  plate 
is  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Wigram,  Vicar  of  the 
mother  Church  of  Prittlewell.  The  patronage  is 
vested  for  the  first  time  in  Rev.  T.  E.  Heygate, 
Rev.  W.  E.  Hevgate,  and  Rev.  S.  R.  Wigram,  after 
that  in  Keble  UoUege,  Oxford.  The  first  Incumbent 
is  the  Rev.  Percy  Howard  Droosten,  of  Exeter 
College,  Oxford,  B.  A..,  late  Curate  of  Lancaster. 

The  peculiar  People  have  lately  erected  a  Chapel 
situate  near  All  Saints'  Church,  having  removed  from 
one  in  North  Street,  Prittlewell,  wnich  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Primitive  Methodists.  This  Sect 
derive  their  origin  from  the  preaching  of  James 
Banyard  of  Rochford,  (born  January  31st,  1800),  and 
were  at  one  time  from  him  called  Banyardites.  This 
man  whose  father  was  ploughman  for  Wright  of 
Rochford  Hall,  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  toil, 
but  his  life  previous  to  his  religious  views  was  one  of 
great  worldUness  and  irreligion,  and  like  many  others 
of  his  class  he  contracted  poaching  habits,  and  in  his 
expiation  for  an  offence  of  this  nature,  learnt  the  trade 
of  a  shoemaker,  by  which  industry  he  subsequently 
gained  his  living.  During  his  career  he  was  in  great 
friendship  with  one  William  Layzell  (alias  Jack  Ketch) 
formerly  a  smuggler,  who  afterwards  became  one  of 
his  bitterest  persecutors.  At  this  time  Banyard  who 
was  a  gi'eat  frequenter  of  public  houses,  drew  con- 
siderable company  to  these  places,  by  composing  and 
singing  glees  and  jocular  songs  (one  called  The  Syren 
wrecked  on  the  West  Knock  is  still  remembered,)  and 
was  a  good  mimic,  imitating  a  monkey  marvellously 
well,  and  excelled  in  conjuring  tricks.  Scoffing  at 
religion,  he  amused  himself  with  throwing  peas  on  the 
Chapel  steps,  with  a  view  of  tripping  the  devout. 
His  mind  at  length  turned  to  temperance  and  religion, 
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and  he  became  a  local  preacher  amongst  the  Wesleyans 
in  their  Chapel  in  North  Street,  Rochford,  for  10  j^ears, 
during  which  time  he  afterwards  considered  he 
possessed  only  a  form  of  religion.  He  became  during 
this  period  a  teetotaller,  and  went  to  London  to  get 
information  on  religious  topics  from  William  Bridges, 
a  hat  block  maker  of  Gravel  Lane,  Southwark,  who 
is  said  to  have  received  certain  opinions  from  an 
eminent  divine  of  another  denomination,  {circa  1840), 
and  instilled  his  tenets  into  Banyard's  mind.  Return- 
ing home,  he  seceded  voluntarily,  with  part  of  the 
Wesley^n  body  who  had  imbibed  his  views,  and 
commenced  preaching  in  the  public  square,  in  the 
highways  and  streets,  and  at  length  succeeded  in 
getting  a  room  in  a  tenement  known  as  the  Barracks 
near  the  Marlborough  Head  Inn.  During  this 
period  he  endured  great  persecution,  his  former 
associate  Layzel  became  his  greatest  opposer, 
mocking  him,  mounting  a  chair,  putting  on  a  white 
I  gown,  and  as  Banyard  preached  to  the  dear  Brothers, 

this  scoffer  appealed  to  the  Sisters,  declaring  he  would 
preach  for  a  twelvemonth  and  a  day.      At  this  time 
Banyard  was  particularly  enthusiastic,  earnest  and 
^  sincere,  and  endured  great  trials  with  dauntless  reso- 

I  lution.     He  sometimes  had  filth  of  every  description 

I  hurled  at  him,  and  was  often  deluged  with  water, 

which  he  generally  bore  with  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit. 
The  anointing  with  oil,  *  and  prayers  for  the  sick, 
I  together  with  other  doctrines,  gradually  developed 

*  JafflM  Banjard  was  not  the  originator  bat  the  revirer  ef  theae  praoticea* 

Iztremo  onotion  is  used  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Charch,  not  with  a  onratire 

infeeotion,  bat  as  a  sign  that  all  hopes  of  recovery  are  gone,  and  as  a 

I  aaerament  of  grace  to  benefit  the  departing  sonl.    In  the  Greek  Charch  this 

ia  praotiaed  far  more  in  accordance  with  tho  worda  of  St.  James.     At  the 

Beformation  in  England,  anointing  with  oil,  coapled  with  prayer  was  ased 

tar  tke  reoorerj  of  the  sick,  and  in  1549  a  form  was  introduced  into  the 

I  prayer  book,  which  however  did  not  in  any  way  deny  the  value  of  medical 

I  Md  in  disease.    The  celebrated  Whiston  in  a  letter  dated  Feb.  24th,  1749, 

qnoiea  a  number  of  congregations  and  private  individuals  by  whom  the 

practice  of  healing  by  prayer  and  anointing  with  oil  was  used  with  great 

effsot.    In  the  Baptist  communities  it  was  extensively  used. 
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themselves;  the  enmity  to  doctors  was  not  introdaced 
at  first,  but  this  tenet  appears  (according  to  their 
belief)  to  have  been  revealed  to  two  of  the  Society 
who  were  in  ill  health,  one  of  whom  was  in  a  con- 
samption  and  had  a  liver  complaint  of  l<»ig  standing, 
bj  studying  the  5th  chapter  of  the  Epistle  of  James 
and  the  14th  and  15th  verses.  Banyard  prayed  for 
them  and  anointed  them  with  oil  until  both  declared 
themselves  restored,  and  the  one  in  consumption 
walked  to  Canewdon  and  preached  in  the  evening, 
from  thence  trudged  to  Southchurch  brickfield,  and 
went  to  work.  After  many  years  adhering  to  these 
tenets,  Banyard's  child  falling  sick  his  faith  failed  him, 
cowardice  took  possession  of  his  soul,  and  forsaking 
his  trust  in  God,  he  called  in  the  art  of  Esculapius* 
This  conduct  caused  a  division  or  schism,  his  followers 
generally  left  him,  still  holding  the  original  doctrine, 
that  although  physic  may  be  of  some  avail,  yet  those 
who  have  faith  in  God  do  not  require  human  assist- 
ance. Manv  of  their  children  die  victims  to  this 
dogma.  This  sect  are  noted  for  their  long  and  loud  ^ 
preaching,  during  which  exercise  their  bodies  have 
been  known  to  steam  and  smoke.  They  do  not  admit 
the  efScacy  of  infant  baptism,  but  practbe  adult 
baptism  by  sprinkling  with  water,  and  prayer;  the 
elders,  who  conduct  their  services  (of  whom  S.  Harrod 
of  Thundersley  has  the  pre-eminence,)  are  the  govern- 
ing body,  and  are  ordained  by  laying  on  of  hands  by 
the  Presbytery.  They  believe  in  instantaneous  con- 
versions, and  relate  at  their  meetings  how  the  Lord 
came  to  them  when  at  the  wash  tub,  or  sailing  in  a 
barge,  or  whilst  walking  on  a  common,  &c.  They 
are  extremely  temperate  and  honest,  abhor  drunken- 
ness and  profane  swearing,  are  extremely  moral  and 
rigid,  are  good  workmen,  but  dislike  stock  feeding  on 

*  A  poer  woman  once  appealed  to  one  of  the  members  to  deaist  from 
making  ao  lond,  •*  aa  the  blessed  Lord  was  not  deaf/' 
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Sundays  (which  seems  a  necessity).  They  have  a 
horror  of  musical  instruments  in  their  services,  pre- 
ferring ^'  to  praise  the  Lord  through  their  own  throats/' 
and  as  an  interlude  to  hymns  and  prayers,  they  have 
addresses  from  members  detailing  their  experience 
during  the  last  week  and  God's  dealing  with  them. 
Banyard  their  founder  lived  near  the  Vernon's  Head, 
Rochford,  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Garnish,  his  second 
was  Judith,  widow  of  George  Lucking,  and  eighth 
daughter  of  Christopher  Joseph  Knapping  of  Noble's 
Green,  Eastwood,  and  formerly  of  Beauchamps  in 
Shopland.  Banyard  died  October  31st,  1863,  and 
was  buried  November  6th  in  a  grave  in  Rochford 
Churchyard,  on  the  south  side  near  the  wall,  and  his 
obsequies  attracted  a  large  number  of  people.  There 
is  no  stone  or  inscription  to  mark  the  place  of  his 
interment.  His  second  wife  died  October  11th,  1871, 
aged  49,  and  left  several  children. 

The  boundary  of  Milton  Hamlet  conmiencing  at 
the  Rev.  S.  Wigram's  cottages  near  the  Vicarage, 
formerly  called  Mill  Cottages,  following  the  public 
road,  and  passing  the  Red  Stable  Farm  and  Chalkwell 
Hall,  as  far  as  Leigh  Pottery,  and  so  to  the  river,  is 
on  the  left  side  of  the  road.  Returning  to  the  Rev.  S. 
Wigram*s  cottages,  all  land  on  the  right  side  of  the  road 
passing  the  Cricketer's  Tavern,  the  Waterworks,  in- 
cluding the  Shore-house  occupied  by  Mr.  Briggs,  and 
so  on  to  the  Sands.  These  sands  that  are  subject  to 
the  overflow  of  the  tide  are  in  Prittlewell  proper.  An 
Overseer  for  the  Hamlet  was  chosen  in  1707,  Sur- 
veyors from  1697.  and  a  constable  from  1720.  For 
the  purpose  ot  administering  the  poor  laws,  it  formed 
one  district  with  Prittlewell,  but  had  a  separate  juris- 
diction for  the  roads,  and  for  the  latter  purpose  is  now 
absorbed  in  the  Southend  Local  Board.  To  define 
precisely  the  Hamlet  rights  has  given  rise  at  various 
times  to  litigation.     In  1813  Counsel  was  consulted 
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"  whether  the  Hamlet  and  Township  be  or  no,  one 
parish,  and  that  Counsel  advise  what  steps  should  be 
taken  with  respect  to  the  Highways,  to  bring  the 
parish  under  one  regulation."  In  loI5  Surveyors  for 
the  Hamlet  of  Milton  were  appointed  by  the  Magis- 
trates under  a  rule  of  the  Court  of  Eing^  Bench.  It 
will  be  seen  by  this  that  neither  old  or  new  Southend 
are  included  in  the  Hamlet,  thus  confuting  the  ideas 
of  some  scribblers. 

The  south  eastern  extremity  of  Prittlewell  parish, 
adjoining  the  Thames,  is  the  most  ancient  part  of 
Southend,  or  Southend  proper,  but  since  the  erection 
of  the  Royal  Terrace,  the  name  has  gradually  ex- 
tended as  the  town  enlarged.  Within  the  last  few 
years  some  have  called  the  whole  Southend-on-Sea,  a 
term  which  has  not  generally  been  adopted.  In  the 
Ministers  acc^-  (Public  Record  Office)  27  and  28 
Henry  VIIL,  Roll  84  Mem.  33.  d.  we  find  mention  of 
*^  Southende/'  In  the  parish  records  the  first  notice 
of  it,  is  in  the  minute  book  in  1668,  and  from  a  loose 
leaf  of  the  Overseer's  book  we  find  it  rated  to 
^^  Jeames  waltem,"  April  29th,  1698;  his  assessment 
for  the  year  being  2s.  9d.  In  1758,  Southend  com- 
prised "  Facons  or  Fauns,"  now  known  as  the  Thames 
Farm,  Arthur's  land  (freehold)  on  which  was  a  hop 
ground,  and  houses  called  Pleasant  Row,  "  SheUing 
ridge,"  on  the  common  (on  which  was  a  lime  kiln, 
opposite  the  old  entrance  to  Southend,)  stretching 
towards  the  boundary  of  Prior's  manor  on  the  east, 
and  on  the  west  to  the  extremity  of  the  said  manor 
beyond  Strutt's  parade,  which  subsequently  extended 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  harbour.  Southend 
proper  or  old  Southend  was  thus  bounded  by  South- 
church  parish  on  the  east,  and  by  Porter's  *  on  the 

*  Reiearches  mad*  by  Mr.  Noble  in  the  Public  Beoord  Office  oonfirm  our 
opiriou  as  to  the  name  of  Porter's  being  derired  from  an  owner.  Lanreno 
^e  Porter  de  Pritewell  had  one  niesanage  and  40  acres  of  land,  one  acre  of 

«adow,  and  two  acres  of  marsh  in  Prittlewell^  and  MiddletOB,  in  88  Sdward 
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north  and  west.  In  1769  besides  these  farms  of 
Remnants,  mention  is  made  of  two  other  fields,  prob- 
ably near  the  old  Brewery,  together  with  13  cottages, 
likewise  a  house  and  land  for  which  Mary  In£;ram  was 
rated.  This  was  the  predecessor  of  the  Ship  Hotel. 
In  1780  there  were  19  houses,  and  in  1802  there  was 
an  increase  to  51,  To  the  right  of  the  present  Hope 
Hotel,  on  the  opposite  side,  was  a  building  known  as 
the  Laboratory  where  salt  was  distilled;  it  belonged 
to  Robert  Hust  in  1771,  and  for  many  years  after- 
wards was  in  Samuel  Cockerton,  of  Pleasant  Row. 
This  place,  which  had  become  a  sad  nuisance  and  eye- 
sore was  demolished  in  1872.  The  site  of  this  build- 
ing and  the  waste  pieces  running  westward  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill  have  been  gradually  purchased  and  acquired 
by  the  Local  Board,  and  partly  thrown  into  the  public 
road.  The  carriage  road  of  the  hill  was  lowered 
about  the  period  of  the  construction  of  the  pier,  it 

I.  (amino  1305).  (This  manhr  was  probably  below  the  cliff  opposite  the  Hope 
snd  the  late  Iiaboratory,  as  old  people  can  remember  maoh  waste  and  fore- 
gToand  in  this  direction  where  they  used  to  play  criolEet^  Amongst  the 
lands  and  pciesessions  of  Prittlewell  Priorv,  27  and  2S  Henry  Ym.  Is  a 
neordof  **88.  of  rent  of  one  tenement  called  Laorenoe  Porters  adjacent 
near  adjoining  Cater's  land  in  Soathend."  Porters  was  then  in  the  tenure 
of  John  Camper  who  likewise  held  one  tenement  called  Beres  near  adjoining 
in  Soathendl  Part  of  Porters  (20  acres)  lying  beyond  Sonthchnroh 
^n  is  now  alienated.  Part  was  known  as  Binnes  and  Series,  in 
M  iaqoisition  jpofi-morfem  6  Bdward  II.  taken  on  the  death  of  Philip  Serle, 
wherein  he  iras  found  possessed  of  1  messuage  and  128  acres  of  land  in 
'*  Pritelwell."  After  several  generations  of  Series  we  find  it  in  the  posses- 
iion  of  Sir  William  Barkmd,  Knight,  in  the  7th  year  of  Biohard  U,  By 
(^istiana  his  wife  he  had  two  daughters  Jone  and  Elizabeth.  Sir  William 
by  will  dated  at  Bayleigh  in  the  7th  year  of  Biohard  II.  directs  the  estate 
to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  Christiana  his  wife,  in  order  to  enable  her  to 
further  the  inarriage  of  his  two  daughters,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  so 
Moto  they  arrire  at  the  age  of  16  if  they  wish  it.  Blizabeth,  the  youngest^ 
nanied  John  Bawde,  to  whom  she  conveyed  the  estate.  It  was  then  in 
Jasper  Tirrell,  S8q.,who  sold  it  to  Sir  William  Browne,  Knight,  Alderman 
■nd  Kayor  of  London,  in  1513,  then  in  William  Browne  his  son,  who  died  in 
1M9,  and  afterwards  in  Thomas  Browne  his  son,  who  died  in  1667.  This 
Thomas  Browne  ol  Fflamberds  in  Gold  Norton,  who  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  Sir  Giles  Allerton  gave  the  estate  called  Porters  to  his  son,  Thomas,  wha 
it  that  time  could  not  have  been  more  than  six  years  old.  He  was  living 
^  PHttiewell  in  16l;.9  aged  about  28.  In  1692  Humphrey  Browne  resided 
^  Porters,  and  died  there  in  that  year.  (See  an  account  of  this  family  in 
Xoraat  under  Cold  Norton.)  Thomas  Browne  of  Flambards  had  a  manor 
^^  Kent^  houses  in  London,  land  in  Wakering,  Stambridge,  and  Bawreth, 
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formerly  was  on  a  level  with  the  foot-path  above,  bat 
owing  to  landsprings  and  the  action  of  the  sea,  the 
cliff  was  undermined  and  became  unsafe.  It  is  now 
secured  by  stone  icings.  In  179 1  the  erection  of  the 
Royal  Hotel  and  Terrace  was  commenced  by  a  Company 
who  were  not  very  successful,  and  the  work  remained 
stationary  for  a  considerable  time.  A  Mr.  Watts  was 
the  builder.  The  oyster  grounds  here  and  on  Chalk- 
well  hall  shore  were  held  at  this  period  by  the  Messrs. 
King.  The  Royal  Terrace  was  first  rated  in  1793, 
and  in  1795,  Thomas  Holland,  who  kept  the  Hotel, 
(the  ball  room  of  which  is  60  feet  in  length  by  24  in 
width,)  and  had  nine  houses  adjacent,  failed.  At  this 
time  there  were  five  houses  on  the  Terrace  tenantless. 
The  property  which  was  then  leasehold  terminable  in 
1890  (but  now  converted  into  freehold)  was  sold  by 
auction  in  1800  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
James  Heygate  who  bought  Not  10  and  subsequently 
7  others,  John  Thomas  Hope  No.  6,  Sir  Thomaa 
Maryon  Wilson,  •  Bart.  No.  15,  and  the  Hon*''  Lady 
Langham  No.  12.  When  George  III.  entered  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  reign,  Oct.  25th,  1809,  this  lady  to 
commemorate  his  jubilee  planted  a  little  grove  still 
existing,  adjoining  the  western  extremity  of  the 
Shrubbery  on  the  summit  of  the  cliff,  and  placed  a 
board,  and  painted  thereon  these  lines, 

''  Preserve,  my  Conntrymeni  this  little  Orove, 
Planted  in  honour  of  our  glorious  King : 
T'will  show  your  lovalty  as  well  as  love. 
And  future  ages  wiU  your  praises  sing.'' 

In  1795  John  Renneson  kept  the  Library.  In  1800 
Daniel  Miller  kept  the  Hotel.  In  1801  The  Ship  was 
held  by  William  Whale  (whose  granddaughter  married 
a  Gocksedge  from  Suffolk  ) .  It  was  opposite  this  Hotel, 
close  in  shore,  that  Mr.  Belcham  of  Bayleigh  was 

•  Sir  Thomas  built  the  little  jeUy  at  the  foot  of  the  Shrabbevr  in  1802. 
Hifl  deeoendanta  now  claim  the  fee  simple  on  whioh  it  stands. 
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drowned  in  1820,  as  he  was  returning  from  a  canvas- 
sing excursion  to  Sheemess.  Some  tributary  verses 
of  great  merit  appeared  in  a  County  paper.  (See  Ray- 
leigh  and  Southchurch.) 

From  the  commencement  of  the  century  we  may 
date  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of  the  place. 
The  first  theatrical  representation  took  place  in  the 
stables  of  Lawn  House,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Fox, 
near  the  Hope,  but  a  Theatre  was  erected  in  1804  near 
the  Castle  Inn,  Thomas  Trotter,  Proprietor,  which 
was  under  the  management  of  Samuel  Jerrold  f  in 
1812.  It  was  sold  in  1826  and  converted  into 
cottages.  There  is  an  entry  in  the  diary  of  Dr.  Asplin 
of  Wakering  Hall  respecting  the  arrival  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales,  at  Mr.  Sumner's  house  at  South- 
church  on  the  1st  of  September,  1801.  She  had 
previously  been  residing  at  Shrewsbury  House,  near 
Shooter's  Hill,  and  had  been  ordered  sea  bathing  by 
her  physicians,  and  before  her  visit  to  Southend  for 
that  purpose,  being  then  five  years  old,  and  a  most 
captivating  and  engaging  child,  fell  on  her  knees  before 
Bishop  Beilby  Porteus,  D.D.,  then  Bishop  of  London, 
and  asked  his  blessing  upon  going  to  reside  in  his 
diocese,  which  the  good  man  gave  with  all  his  heart, 
and  recorded  the  same  in  his  diary  on  6th  August, 
1 801.  The  late  Charles  Asplin,  brother  of  the  Doctor, 
used  to  relate  an  occurrence  which  nearly  prema- 
turely frustrated  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  ner  Royal 
Highness  standing  by  the  door  at  the  Lawn,  or  as  it 

t  Sftorael  Jerrold  was  mtMMgear  tnd  leuee  of  the  Sheemeee  Theatre  in 
1S07,  and  took  the  Sonthend  Theatre  as  a  mmmer  eatabliahment,  but  was 
a  loeer  bj  the  oonoem.  He  was  father  of  Doaglaa  William  Jenrold,  the 
eelebrated  writer  and  dramatiat  (by  hia  aeoond  wife.  Miaa  Beid,  a  joong 
lady  of  great  energy  and  ability)  and  it  waa  in  theee  towns  that  he  spenl 
his  boyhood,  and  became  early  familiar  both  with  the  stage  and  seafaring 
matters.  Tor  k  short  time  at  Sonthend  he  was  under  the  tuition  of  James 
Qlaasnnok,  schoolmaster,  who  likewise  carried  on  the  bosiness  of  a  tailor. 
This  Glasscock  lost  his  leg  by  a  blow  from  a  bill  in  trimming  a  standard 
for  the  Ony  Fanx  festiral.  He  liTed  near  the  Rookery,  and  his  two  daughters 
were  at  one  time  in  the  serrioe  of  the  Princess  Caroline  of  Wales. 
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was  sometimes  called  ^^  China  Hall/*  suddenly  escap- 
ing the  vigilance  of  her  guardians  ran  across  the  road 
in  front  of  his  horse,  but  fortunately  having  the  animal 
tight  in  hand,  he  was  enabled  to  prevent  what  might 
have  turned  out  a  catastrophe.     She   sat  under  the 
Rev.  T.  Archer  at  Southchurch,  and  patronised  the 
bathing  machines  of  Mrs.   Glasscock,    the   original 
machine  owner  of  Southend,  who  subsequently  had  a 
card  with  **  Mrs.  Glass  ♦  the  first  established  guide 
of  Southend,  who  has  had  the  honor  for  28  years  past 
of  attending  the  first  families  of  distinction,   amongst 
which  was  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales.      The  machines  are 
near  the  Ship  and  Hope  Hotels,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Old  Southend."     At 
this  time  the  Sharp  family,  as  now,  had  the  privilege 
of  keeping  donkies,    ana  enjoyed  the  patronage  of 
Royalty.     The  princess  was  accustomed  to  beguile  the 
time  spent  on  the  beach,  in  forming  necklaces  from 
the  hard  black  berries  of  the  sea- weed.     In  1803  the 
Princess  Caroline  of  Wales,  wife  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
occupied  the  two  central  houses  f  on  the  Terrace,  and 
conferred  the  title  of  Royal  on  the  Hotel  and  Library. 
The  conduct  of  this  unfortunate  Princess  whilst  at 
Southend  formed  a  portion  of  an  inquiry  in  1806  when 
one  Robert  Bidgood  swore  he  believed  Captain  Manby 
slept  at  her  house  at  Southend,  and  even  insinuated 
that  he  slept  in  her  bedroom,  because  he  had  observed 
a  basin  and  some  towels  where  he  thought  they  ought 
not  to  be  placed  (which  evidence  was  disproved  by  two 
maid-servants).      She  was  acquitted   of  all  criminal 
charges,  but  the  Commissioners  attributed  general 
levity  to  her,  which  the  dispassionate  judgment  of 

*  This  Sarah  Anne  Qlassoook  was  daughter  of  Richard  Hickman,  farmer, 
of  FonlneM.  and  married  James  Glasaoook,  and  by  him  was  ICother  of 
James  Glaasoook,  tutor  to  Douglas  Jerrold. 

j  The  central  hoases  are  ornamented  with  pilasters  and  were  formerly 
rarmonnted  with  a  pediment. 
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posterity  cannot  but  confirm.  Dr.  Webster  was  a 
visitor  to  Southend  in  1 794,  and  had  a  high  opinion 
of  its  salubrity.  Dr.  Moseley,  the  great  opposer  of 
Dr.  Jenner's  opinions  on  vaccination,  was  a  visitor  in 
1820.  The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Charlotte 
Denys  in  1818  and  until  1826.  Major-General 
William  Goodday  Strutt  purchased  property  in  South- 
end in  1829,  and  resided  at  Bayleigh  House  in  the 
Lower  Town.  He  had  seen  much  service,  had  lost 
a  leg,  and  received  numerous  woundsi  and  was  at 
one  time  Governor  of  Quebec.  After  his  death, 
area  1847,  it  was  in  the  Hon.  Emily  Ann  Strutt, 
who  was  admitted  in  1848.  She  left  her  Southend 
property  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  James,  Baron 
Kayleigh,  who  was  admitted  in  1865,  and  then 
alienated  it.  Rarleigh  House  is  now  in  Mr.  George 
Vandervord.  Tne  Empress  of  the  French,  together 
with  the  Prince  Imperial  have  been  visitors  ;  likewise 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Prince  Arthur  came  in 
1868,  and  was  so  pleased  with  his  quarters  at  the 
Royal  Hotel  that  he  presented  Mr.  tJames  Scott,  the 
Landlord,  with  his  photograph,  and  in  1873,  the 
Princess  Louise  and  the  Marquis  of  Lome. 

Southend,  which  has  a  resident  population  of  4000, 
is  a  very  healthy  place,  having  a  gravelly  foundation,^ 
and  well  drained,  and  compares  well  with  other  sea- 
side resorts  as  to  the  death-rate,  which  on  an  average 
for  the  last  10  years  has  only  been  16'6  in  the  1000. 
The  ozone  diffused  from  the  shore  at  low  water  con- 
tributes to  its  salubrity.  The  brick  fields  however, 
which  are  extending,  are  not  an  attractive  feature,  and 
much  of  the  neighbourhood  has  lost  its  rural  character. 
The  widening  of  the  Hamlet  lanes,  the  destruction  of 
the  woods  and  groves,  the  green  lanes,  one  of  which 
extended  from  Porters  to  Milton  Hall,  with  its  splendid 
hawthorn  bushes  of  great  antiquity,  excite  regret. 
In  1722  there  were  50  acres  of  wood.     One  was  on 
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WaUman's  land,  besides  others  called  Fairlaces,  Govill 
Grove^  Honeley  wood,  Thistley  wood,  ^lelterwoods, 
Clatterfields,  Milton  Hall  wood  (situate  close  to  Leigh 
brick  field),  besides  another  on  the  same  property  ex- 
tending firom  the  foot  of  the  hill  (through  the  road- 
way to  St.  John's  Church)  to  Grove  House.     Nearly 
all  of  these  have  disappean^l,  but  the  fee  simple  of  the 
Shrubbery  has  been  presented  by  D.  R.  Scratton,  Esq. 
to  Trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  and  occupiers 
ofthe  RoyalHotel  and  the  houses  in  the  Royal  Terrace, 
andfor  canying  out  this  object  and  preservug  it,  D.  R. 
Scratton,  J.  Page,  J.   Rumble,  and  J.  Scott  have 
been  nominated.    Entrance  is  also  to  be  obtained  by 
means  of  a  subscriber's  ticket.       The  River  from 
Southend  to  Sheemess  is  about  8  miles  wide,  and 
constantly  presents  a  scene  of  an  endless  variety  of 
craft,  bearing  on  its  bosom  the  riches  of  the  world. 
Every  day  the  largest  and  most  splendid  ships  voby 
be  seen  passing.    From  the  cliff  may  be  seen  Wind- 
mill Hill  near  Gravesend,  where  it  is  said  the  first 
mill  in  England  was  erected,  Gad's  hill  in  Kent,  im- 
mortalized by  Shakespeare  as  the  scene  ofthe  exploits 
of  Sir  John  Falstaff ,  the  Nore  light,  the  Isles  of  Can-" 
vey,  Graine,  Thanet  and  Sheppy,  the  dockyard  of  Sheer- 
ness,  the  river  Medway  (the  lovely  Medua  of  Spenser) 
with  the  men-of-war  and  ironclads,  the  estuary  of  the 
Thames  to  the  German  ocean,  the  beautifully  wooded 
hills  of  Kent,  the  towns  of  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay, 
and  the  Reculvers.     The  contemplative  mind  viewing 
this  scene  may  well  ponder  upon  the  past.     Before 
one  is  the  river  upon  whose  bosom  the  Romans*  have 
so  often  pHed  their  gallies,   and  the  savage  Danes 
sailed  when  they  encamped  at  Shoebury  and  Bemfleetf 

*  Two  sibrer  ooini,  DenarM,  (one  of  Oommodiifl  Antoninus,  the  younger 
Antoaine)  haTe  reoenlly  been  fowad  eppoeite  QroTo  Terreoe. 

7  TUs  forteeee  wm  oelled  «« Danmaend*."  These  ferooione  roren  had  a 
foriiftoatien  at  Middleton  or  Milton  In  898.  Historiaiu  are  not  olear  about  the 
■itaalioa.    Sone  point  to  Milton  in  Kent,  bntRoger  of  WendoTer  eaya  "Uk** 
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Here  was  the  scene  on  the  festival  of  St.  Bartholomew 
1217|  of  Hubert  de  Burgh^s  victory  over  the  French, 
who  lost  out  of  80  or  m(^e  large  ships^  their  whole 
fleet  with  the  exception  of  15  vessels;  Eustace  le 
Moine,  or  the  Monk,  who  had  left  his  monastery  in 
Flanders  to  adopt  the  more  congenial  life  of  a  sea 
rover,  not  being  considered  a  true  knight,  and  having 
incurred  the  enmity  of  the  English,  had  his  head 
struck  off  on  his  own  deck.  In  1606,  Christian,  King 
<tf  Denmark,  with  a  fleet  of  ships  arrived  in  Tylbury 
Hope,  and  after  being  entertained  by  James  1st  at 
Theobalds,  the  latter  visited  the  Danish  ships  at 
Gravesend.  It  was  here  that  the  fleet  under  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  during  the  Common-wealth  protected  the 
entrance  to  the  Thames,  and  watched  the  8  revolted 
ships  (who  had  put  their  Roundhead  Admiral  Rams- 
borough  and  his  officers  ashore  at  Dover)  that  had 
declared  for  the  royal  cause.  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  was  on  board,  would  have  engaged  the  Earl  who 
was  in  command  of  a  superior  force,  but  was  prevented 
by  his  officers,  and  retired  to  Holland  without  fighting, 
three  days  after  the  surrender  of  Colchester.  The 
Earl  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  Presbyterian  leaders 
that  quitted  his  party  to  join  the  Independents,  for 
upon  a  remonstrance  being  sent  £rom  the  army  which 
complained  of  the  treaty  with  the  Eing^  demanding 
his  punishment  and  a  dissolution  of  che  Parliament,  &c«, 
the  fleet  under  the  Earl  upon  Dec.  23rd^  1648,  sent  a 
declaration  to  the  Generid  that  they  concurr^  with 
the  army  in  their  remonstrance.  In  the  record  office 
is  an  account  in  1665  of  the  top  mast,  &c.  of  the  old 
James  coming  on  shore  at  Southend,  showing  there 
were  wreckers  in  those  days,  contained  in  a  letter 

qsiitod  Kent^  and  fled  to  their  ooanfcrjman  Hastem,  who  had  wintered  ai 
Xiddleton."  Thia  writer  aa  well  as  the  Anglo  Sazon  Ohroniole  deaoribe* 
tba  ggiUaaa  aa  being  aitnated  at  the  month  of  the  Thames,  where  Hastein 
landed.  Poasiblr  the  earthwork  already  deaoribed  on  Fanaseti  in  thia 
pariah  maj  h»f  e  baea  the  place.    Its  tarn  ia  similar  to  the  fort  «t  Shoabnry. 
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from  Sam.  Chase,  an  officer  of  the  Customs  of  Leigh^ 
to  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Navy  in  Seeth- 
ing Lane,  London,  which  wreck  if  not  secured  quicklj 
wUl  be  ^'  embesiled/'  From  here  was  witnessed  the 
humiliation  of  this  Country  during  the  infflorioas 
reign  of  Charles  IL,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  under  Van 
Ghent  (du*ected  by  Ruyter)  on  the  10th  June,  1666-7. 
sailed  up  the  Medway  to  Upnor  bridge  and 
castle,  took  Sheemess  and  blew  up  the  fortifications, 
burnt  some  ships  at  Chatham,  ana  proceeded  up  the 
Thames  to  Gravesend,  knoclung  down  the  tower  of 
East  Tilbury  Church,  and  burning  the  ships  at  plea- 
sure, besides  landing  in  Ganvey  Island,  plundering  it, 
and  burning  the  houses  and  bams,  whilst  the  Court 
was  sunk  in  pleasure  and  debauchery,  the  sailws 
mutinous,  unpaid  and  uncared  for. 

The  mouth  of  the  Thames  presented  a  spectacle  in 
1797  which  caused  great  anxiety,  when  the  Nore  fleet 
throwing  off  their  allegiance  to  their  Commander, 
Vice- Admiral  Buckner,  whose  flag  they  pulled  down 
May  23rd  and  hoisting  the  red  flag,  appointed  Richard 
Parker,  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  a  common  sailor  on 
board  the  flag  ship,  to  the  chief  command,  who  with 
24  sail,  consisting  of  11  of  the  line  and  13  frigates, 
moored  the    ships    across     the  river,    blocked    up 
the   Thames,     refused    a    passage  up    and     down 
to  the  London  trade,  and  stole  the  flour  of  the  Mer- 
chants to  supply  their  wants.     That  the  Navy  for 
many  years  had  great  and  grievous  causes  for  com* 
plaint  no  one  can  gainsay ;  they  were  subjected  to 
many  vexations  and  cruelties,   to  smallness  of  pay, 
which  had  not  increased  since  the  time  of  the  Second 
Charles,  unequal  distribution  of  prize  money  whereby 
the  crews  got  next  to  nothing,  the  severity  of  the 
"discipline  and  the   haughty  behaviour  of  many  of 
officers,    the    men      fil-fed,      and     shamefully 
lected  by  the  country  which  depended  upon  them 
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for  its  all,  plundered  by  their  pursers,  the  sick 
badJy  attended  to  and  their  necessaries  embezzled. 
No  wonder  during  this  age  of  press-gangs  and  the  free 
use  of  the  cat,  there  was  great  difficulty  in  manning 
the  Navy,  and  we  find  from  the  records  of  this  parish 
that  Prittlewell  in  1795,  in  consequence  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  lately  passed,  sent  three  Volunteers  into 
the  Navy,  whose  bounty  and  expenses  came  to 
£94  2s.  6d.  In  1796  this  parish  had  to  raise  two 
men  whose  expenses  were  as  follows :  the  bounty  to  one 
Volunteer  was  25  guineas  and  to  the  other  27  guineas, 
besides  other  incidental  charges  for  No.  1  amounting 
to  £6  6s.  9d. ;  and  for  No.  2  to  £3  5s.  lOd.,  besides 
payment  to  the  man  who  first  entered  and  afterwards 
absconded  £5  17s.  9d.,  which  together  with  13s.  lOd. 
for  other  expenses,  altogether  came  to  £70  16s.  2d. 
This  account  shows  the  enormous  difficulty  of  man- 
ning the  Navy;  and  the  grievances  of  the  sailors 
culminated  in  a  mutiny  at  Spithead  near  Portsmouth, 
which  broke  out  early  in  1797.  Their  reasonable 
demands  had  been  complied  with,  and  the  provisions 
then  made  were  applicable  to  all  the  fleets  of  Great 
Britain  wherever  they  might  be,  so  that  the  rebellion 
at  the  Nore  met  with  few  sympathisers,  as  their 
demands  were  influenced  by  revolutionarv  demagogues 
and  disaffected  men,  who  made  demanas  which  were 
incompatible  with  the  service.  The  rebels  having 
hoisted  the  red  flag  frequently  came  on  shore  in  their 
boats  to  the  old  Ship  Inn,  in  Lower  Southend.  One 
of  the  ships,  a  frigate,  called  the  Lion  was  commanded 
by  William  Renneson,*  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  mutineers  against  his  consent.  He  was  brother 
to  John  Renneson  of  the  Library,  who  at  one  time 
kept  a  little  grocery  at  old  Southend  f  in  Pleasant 
Row,  in  the  House  marked  with  Remnant's  initials. 

*  See  ineoriptione  in  FriUlewell  Ghnrclijard. 
_t  The  only  entrance  to  Southend  90  years  ago  was  the  lane  by  the 
Thamea  farm.    " 
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It  is  said  he  was  in  commtmication  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  when  the  rebel  fleet  broke  np,  he  hoisted 
the  white  flag,  and  in  attempting  to  escape  up  the 
river,  came  so  near  in  shore  opposite  Southend  that 
he  touched  the  sand.     In  this  position,  the  fire  of  the 
mutineers  upon  his  vessel  caused  a  reverberation  that 
broke  several  of  the  windows  in  the  Terrace.     The 
**  Northampton  Mercury"  of  Jul  J  Ist,  1797,  records 
some  anecdotes  of  this  stirring  time  respecting  Parker, 
President  of  the  Delegates,  who  in  ordering  a  pilot  to 
take  a  sloop  called  the  Hound  (with  whose  crew  he 
was  dissatisfied)  and  anchor  her  near  the  rebel  ship, 
the  Sandwich,  told  him  if  he  failed,  ^^  I  will  make  a 
beef  steak  of  you  on  the  yard-arm."      Upon  the  Re- 
pulse attempting  to  escape  to  Sheerness  Harbour,  she 
was  fired  at  by  the  Director  and  the  Monmouth,  and 
taking  umbrage  at  the  mode  of  firing  by  the  latter 
vessel,  Parker  took  command  of  theforecastle  guns,put 
a  crow-bar  with  the  thick  end  first  into  the  muzzle  of 
one  of  them,  on  the  top  of  a  nine  pound  shot  that  was 
already  in  it,  declaring  he  would  send  her  to  a  place, 
that  cannot  be  mentioned  to  ears  polite.     The  sailors 
at  length  getting  tired  of  Parker's  long  speeches,  the 
buoys  at  the  Nore  being  removed,  red  hot  shot  being 
prepared  and  provisions  scarce,  they  at  length  de- 
livered him  up  to  the  Government,*  and  he  was  tried 
by  court-martial  on  board  the  Neptune  at  Greenhithe, 
June  22nd,  and  executed  on  the  30th  of  June  on 
board  the  flag  ship  Sandwich,  in  the  river  Medway, 
being  hung  at  the  yard-arm.     His  brother,  a  respect- 
able tradesman  in  London,  had  sent  him  a  £6  note  in 
a  letter  to  purchase  necessaries,  evidently  alluding  to 
a   shroud   and   a   coffin.       Upon  the  money  being 
delivered  to  him,  he  exclaimed  "  Well,  I  shall  have  a 
roast  goose  before  I  die."      His  wife  had  presented  a 

•  Ono  of  the  Delegates  named  Wallace  upon  seeing  the  gaardof  Boldien 
prepared  to  arrest  him^  shot  himself.  Several  of  the  others  were  sabse- 
quonlly  hanged; 
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petition  to  the  Earl  of  Morton  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Qaeen  for  her  unfortunate  husband,  but  without  effect. 
Her  deportment  and  dress  became  her  situation.  She 
wore  a  black  silk  gown,  scarf  mode  cloak,  black  chip 
bonnet,  and  a  deep  gauze  veil  over  her  face. 

Goldspring  Thompson,  who  died  at  Leigh  in  1875, 
(a  native  of  Canewdon)  aged  97  years  and^9  months, 
was  in  this  mutiny.  He  left  8  sons  and  cl^ughters, 
50  grandchildren,  53  great  grandchildren  and  one  of 
the  fourth  generation.  Having  been  taken  by  a  press- 
gang  soon  after  his  marriage  he  probably  bore  no 
great  liking  to  his  profession.  According  to  his  own 
account  he  did  not  like  the  look  of  things,  so  he  and 
a  mate  determined  to  cut  it,  and  escape.  They  got 
away  in  a  small  boat  and  were  pursued  by  another 
with  six  men  in  her,  and  finding  their  pursuers  were 
gaining  on  them,  they  let  the  boat  drift  and  took  to 
swimming  in  an  opposite  direction,  trusting  to  the  sea, 
rather  than  the  chance  of  being  taken  and  hanged, 
and  as  those  in  chase  went  after  the  boat,  they  got 
out  of  sight.  It  was  a  very  still  night,  scarcely  a 
ripple  on  the  sea,  and  Thompson  made  up  his  mind 
to  make  for  Leigh.  To  quote  his  own  words,  "  I  tried 
to  swim  across,  but  the  tide  drifted  me  up  to  Canvey 
Island,  and  there  I  got  ashore.  Luckily  I  got  into  a 
field  of  wheat  and  dried  my  clothes,  and  then  I  saw 
a  boat  coming  direct  for  me.  I  knew  them,  and  I 
knew  the  bull-dogs  were  after  me,  but  they  won't  scent 
me  out  here  I  thought,  and  so  while  they  were  looking 
after  me,  depend  on  it  I  was  keeping  a  bright  look  out 
after  them.  The  third  day  I  saw  them  go  back.  All 
this  time  I  lived  on  corn  and  dirty  ditch  water." 
Afraid  to  go  to  Leigh  he  made  his  way  to  Barking, 
where  he  got  a  birth  on  board  a  fishing  smack,  and 
kept  there  till  the  danger  was  over,  then  he  went  back 
to  Leigh  and  remained  there  till  he  died.  His  com- 
panion in  this  adventure  likewise  escaped. 
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The  Southend  Pier  and  wharf  with  it8  appurten- 
ances, occupying  8  acres  1  rood  and  5  poles  of  land, 
was  erected  and  constructed  by  a  Company  called  the 
Southend  Pier  Company  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  IV., 
(the  first  stone  of  tne  embankment  being  laid  by  Lord 
Mayor  Thompson  when  he  came  to  Crow-stone   as 
Conservator  in  1829,)  and  under  fresh  powers  granted 
in  1835,'  called  an  act  to  explain  and  amend  the  former 
one.     The  company  are  required  to  maintain  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Pier  a  good  and   sufficient  light 
under  such   regulations  as  the  Corporation  of   the 
Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond,  may  from  time  to 
time  direct.      The  powers  of  the  Company  extend 
along  the  coast,  to  any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  &c., 
landed  within  three  miles  to  be  computed  over  land 
from  the  said  House,  called  the  Ship  Tavern  in  Lower 
Southend;  this  includes  the  parish  of  Southchurch, 
and  such  part  of  the  parish  of  Prittlewell  as  extends 
from  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  parish  of  South- 
church  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  tne  estate  called 
Chalkwell  Hall  Farm.     Thorpe  Hall  estate,  landing 
and  shipping  agricultural  produce  at  its  present  land- 
ing place,  is  exempt  from  Pier  dues,  so  is  the  shore  in 
respect  of  its  shell  fish,  &c.,  unless  the  pier  is  used 
for  shipping  purposes.     The  pier  is  1 J  mile  and   1 7 
yards  long,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  longest  jetty  in 
Europe.     The  first  quarter  of  a  mile  was  first  com- 
pleted, but  it  was  not  till  1846  that  it  was  extended 
as  at  present,  and  a  landing  stage  for  steamers  con- 
structed at  the  end.     A  tramway  runs  down  one  side, 
drawn  by  horses,  for  the  convenience  of  invalids,  the 
Janic,  and  passengers'  luggage.     The  Company  sold 
tlie   pier   in    \8iii    (which    had    cost   them  in    all 
£42,000)  by  order  of  the  Public  Works  Loan  Com- 
missioners, (who  were  mortgagees  in  possesssion)  to 
'^avid  VVaddington  for  £17,000,  who  re-sold  it  to  Sir 
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S.Morton  Peto.  The  latter  disposed  of  it  to  Thomas 
Brassey  for  £20,000,  and  in  1877  it  was  purchased  by 
the  Southend  Local  Board  for  £10,000  on  behalf  of 
the  ratepayers,  and  seems  destined  to  prove  a  very 
wise  and  lucrative  transaction,  the  returns  being 
beyond  all  expectation.  The  enclosure  for  the  Har- 
bour was  erected  on  soil  belonging  to  the  Corapanj'', 
but  part  of  the  interior  still  belongs  to  D.  R.  Scrat- 
tOD,  Esq.  Before  the  Jetty  was  constructed  there 
were  two  hardways  or  gravelled  causeways  called 
hards,  which  were  used  by  vans  that  ran  to  meet  the 
passengers  by  tug  or  steam  boats  (which  latter  began 
plying  in  1819.)  These  travellers  had  to  be  trans- 
ferred into  small  boats  from  the  corn  hoys  and 
steamers,  and  when  the  keels  of  the  boats  grazed  on 
the  Band  they  were  carried  either  on  the  backs  or 
arms  of  the  sailors  to  ten^a  Jirma.  These  hards,  (traces 
of  which  may  be  seen  running  parallel  with  the  jetty 
on  its  west  side,)  were  made  and  kept  up  by  the 
Landlords  of  the  Royal  and  Ship  Hotels,  and  were 
i^ted  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  Railway  was  opened  in  1856.  The  houses  in 
the  new  Town  were  built  by  Messrs.  Lucas  Brothers, 
of  London  and  Lowestoft,  of  plain  brick,  with  white 
Suffolk  brick  dressings,  in  blocks  of  four  distinct 
^^lasses,  suitable  for  all  ranks. 

The  Gas  Works  (copyhold  of  Priory  Manor)  estab- 
lished in  1865,  belong  to  a  Company 'consisting  of 
2,000  shares  of  £6  each.  The  price  of  gas  is  now 
Ss.  lOd.  per  1,000  feet. 

The  Public  Hall  and  Assembly  Rooms,  Alexandra 
Road,  were  erected  by  a  Company  (Limited)  in  1872, 
at  a  cost  of  £3,000.  Their  capital  consists  of  500 
shares  at  £5  each,  and  their  aflfairs  are  managed  by  a 
Board  of  Directors.  This  Hall  is  open  from  basement  to 
roof,  the  height  being  33  feet.  The  dimensions  of  the 
hall  proper,  that  is  to  say,  the  audita?*ium,  are  52  feet 
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by  37y  besides  a  vestibule.  The  body  of  the  hall  will 
hold  500  persons,  but  additional  room  can  be  afforded 
for  200  more  by  removal  of  a  partition,  separating  a 
room  destined  for  small  meetings  which  can  be  thrown 
into  the  gallery.  The  architect  was  Charles  Foster 
Hay  ward,  F.S.A.,  of  20  Montague-street,    RuseeU- 

Suare,  London,  and  the  builder    £.   Saunders,   of 
aldon. 

A  National  School  with  a  house  for  the  master  was 
built  by  subscription  in  1855.  It  is  situate  near  the 
Castle  Inn,  and  is  vested  in  Trustees  to  the  use  of 
the  Officiating  Minister  for  the  time,  being  of  St. 
John's  Church  at  Southend,  the  Churchwardens  for 
the  time  being  of  the  said  Church,  and  to  the  Lord  of 
the  Manor  of  Prittlewell  Priory  for  the  time  being. 
The  site  for  these  schools  was  granted  in  1853,  by 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Prittlewell  Priory,  and 
according  to  these  trust  deeds  no  change  can  be  made 
without  forfeiting  the  site  and  the  Schools.  The 
powers  under  this  deed,  and  the  management  not 
being  satisfactory  to  the  ratepayers,  and  the  school 
being  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the  population,  a 
School  Board  has  been  formed,  and  new  schools  and 
residences  are  in  course  of  erection  in  the  Milton 
Road  for  500  children.  The  cost  will  probably  be 
over  £6,000.  Charles  Bell,  architect,  and  James 
Scott,  builder. 

The  principal  Hotel  is  the  Royal,  James  Scott  pro- 
prietor and  conductor  (purchased  in  1869) ;  this  has 
the  advantage  of  site,  having  the  Shrubbery  before 
it,  is  close  to  the  Marine  Librarj''  and  commands  the 
view  of  the  Thames,  the  pier,  and  the  ocean.  It  has 
a  frontage  of  118  feet  to  the  high  street,  and  85  to 
the  Royal  Terrace.  It  contains  42  bed  rooms  and  a 
billiard  room.  The  Ship  at  Lower  Southend  is  very 
good,  and  there  are  the  Middleton,  the  Hope,  the 
Minerva,  the  London  Tavern  and  several  others. 
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Southend  was  made  an  ecclesiastical  district  parish 
in  1842.  Its  Church  St.  John  the  Baptist  was  built 
in  1840,  at  a  cost  of  J61,500  raised  by  subscription. 
Mrs.  Purvis  the  owner  of  Porter's,  gave  the  site,  and  laid 
the  first  stone.  The  benefice  was  originally  a  perpetual 
curacy,  with  an  endowment  of  £50,  and  pew  rents,  &c., 
amounting  to  about  j£200  per  annum.  The  patron- 
age is  vested  in  three  trustees.  In  1869,  new  north 
and  south  aisles  and  raised  roof  were  added  to  the 
Church.  A  new  chancel  was  added  in  1873  with 
north  and  south  chambers,  and  a  beautiful  pulpit  in 
stone  was  erected,  being  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Burleigh,  of 
8  Royal  Terrace.  The  painted  glass  in  the  east 
window,  representing  the  baptism  of  Christ  and  his 
acknowledgement  by  the  Baptist^  was  at  the  same 
time  removed  and  inserted  in  the  window  of  the  north 
aisle.  The  first  curate  was  Rev.  George  LiUingston, 
M.A.,  admitted  inl842 ;  Arthur  Tarbutt,  M.  A.  of  Balliol 
College,  Oxford,  in  1848,  who  resigned,  and  is  now 
Rector  of  St.  Peters,  Streatham  in  Surrey;  Robert 
Aldridge,  M.A.,  in  January  1851;  Malcolm  George 
Macdonald,  M.A-,  November  1861,  who  resigned  in 
1862,  being  in  ill  health,  and  retired  to  Surbiton  in 
Surrey,  near  Kingston-on-Thames,  where  he  died. 
His  widow,  Susan,  afterwards  married  December  1st, 
1869,  Henry  Smith,  of  Muswell  Lodge,  Hornsey. 
The  present  Vicar,  the  Rev.  Thomas  William  Herbert^ 
was  formerly  Incumbent  of  Tipton  in  Staffordshire. 
In  the  church  is  a  mural  monument  with  this  inscrip^* 
tion,  "  The  Officers  and  men  of  the  Southend  District 
rf  the  Coast  Guard  Service,  have  erected  this  tablet 
in  grateful  remembrance  of  Commander  Arthur 
Grant,  R.N.,  some  time  Inspecting  Commander  of 
their  district,  who  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  lus  horse 
on  the  si^th  day  of  April,  1850."  This  accident  took 
place  in  Hadleigh  Wood,  whilst  hunting.  On  the 
north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  "  Sacred  to  the  memcxr)' 
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of  the  Rev.  George  Lillingston,  M.A.,  the  first  incum- 
bent and  for  nearly  six  years  the  faithful  Minister  of 
this  Church,  he  died  March  20th,  1848,  aged  48  years. 
To  record  their  high  estimation  of  his  character  his 
congregation  have  erected  this  tablet.  *  There  re- 
maineth  therefore  a  rest  to  the  people  of  God.  Heb. 
iv.  V.  ix.' "  On  a  stone  inserted  in  the  north  wall  of 
the  Churchyard  is  "  Three  quarters  of  an  acre  of  this 
land  was  given  by  John  Rumble,  Esq.,  of  Southend, 
and  added  to  the  Churchyard,  A.D.  1870.  PcUer 
Omnipoteiis^  terras  hominunique  labores  persptcit**  The 
ground  was  consecrated  the  same  year,  and  upon  the 
first  interment,  that  of  a  child  named  Arthur  Charles 
Ray,  the  Vicar  put  up  a  memorial  to  his  memory,  to 
commemorate  the  fact.  A  stone  to  the  memory  of 
"  William  Jesse  Street,  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and 
St.  Mark's  Crescent,  Regents  Park,  who  died  22nd 
January,  1871,  aged  69  years.  .  To  Maria,  widow  of 
the  late  Adolphus  Clarance,  of  Romford  in  this  County, 
died  in  1871,  aged  84,  also  of  Thomas  Clarance,  Feb^- 
2,  1 872,  aged  78  years.  In  affectionate  remembrance 
of  Ann,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  George  Bullock, 
Congregational  Minister  of  Ashley,  Northamptonshire, 
and  sister  of  Mrs.  Hindes,  for  many  years  resident  of 
this  i>arisli,  died  January  r2th,  1872,  aged  64  years. 
To  Matilda  Sharpe  Chatfield,  daughter  of  Charles 
Chatfield,  Esquire,  of  the  Grove,  Camberwell, 
during  eleven  years  she  was  Lady  Superintendent 
of  the  Home  for  disengaged  Governesses,  Harley 
Street,  who  entered  into  rest  19th  Oct.  1873, 
aged  62  years.  This  stone  was  erected  by  some  of 
the  many  to  whom  she  proved  a  true  friend."  At 
the  north  west  corner  ''  In  memory  of  Rachel,  the 
beloved  wife  of  John  Gurney  Fry,  Esq.,  who  died 
March  15£h,  1872,  aged  67  years,  and  John  Gurney 
Fry,  Esq.,  who  died  June  lltb,  1672,  aged  67  years/' 
lie  was  eldeht  son  of  the  benevolent  Mrs.   Elizabeth 


BOCHFORD   HUNDBED.  635 

Fry,  and  was  J.P.  and  D.L.  for  this  County.  Near 
them  are  the  remains  of  a  young  French  girl^  with  a 
stone,  **In  affectionate  remembrance  of  Leontine 
Legraverant,  who  died  April  3rd,  1875,  aged  15 
years.  In  memory  of  Mary,  the  beloved  wife  of 
George  Cane\'  Verrall  of  this  parish,  bom  1 827,  died 
1873.  To  tfohn  Arnold  of  the  Thames  Farm,  who 
died  in  1872,  aged  71,  also  Elizabeth,  relict  of  Stephen 
Asser  Bell,  and  eldest  daughter  of  the  above,  who 
died  in  1875,  aged  54  years,  also  of  Stephen  Bell,  son 
of  the  above,  who  died  in  1877,  aged  35  years.  To 
William  Henry  Hoey,  late  6th  Dragoon  Guards,  died 
Dec  16th,  1877,  aged  34  years.  To  Anne,  the 
beloved  wife  of  William  RoUinson  Warwick,  died 
July  4th,  1872,  aged  50  years.  In  loving  remem- 
brance of  Jane,  relict  of  Edward  Frost,  Esq.,  late  of 
Oxford  and  Bicester,  who  departed  this  Hfe  26th 
May,  1875,  aged  77  years.  To  Eliza  Ann,  wife  of 
John  Elliott  of  65  £oman  Road,  Old  Ford,  London, 
who  died  January  16th,  1875,  aged  50  years.  To 
I  Elizabeth,  relict  of  the  late  George  Waterhoose,  of 
Tunbridge,  Kent,  died  June  9th,  1874,  aged  83  years." 
There  are  stones  likewise  to  members  of  the 
following  families,  Marshall,  Church,  Ansell,  Bright- 
well,  Brand,  Barratt,  Seller,  Wiseman,  Willis,  Davey, 
I  Braybrook,  Attridge,  Bradley,  Lucas,  Lee,  Wakeling, 
i  Green,  Hird,  Plenty,  Murrell,  Roberts,  Boyd,  Church, 
Bowden,  Morgan,  Johnstone,  Brasier,  Cole,  Gifford, 
Ingram,  Dodd,  Peuistan,  Green,  Mills,  Thorby,  Sutton, 
Park,  Hemman,  Archer,  Threadgold,Voisey,  Frooms, 
Berry,  Rhind  of  London,  Guthrie  of  Belfast,  Fawcett, 
Brooks,  Purser  and  Parsons. 

The  Independents  had  their  origin  at  Southend 
about  1799,  when  the  Rev.  J.  Clayton  of  London,  and 
his  sons  John  and  George  commenced  to  preach  in  a 
room  at  No.  3,  Grove  Terrace.  Following  them,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Austin,  living  at  Leigh,  for  a  considerable 
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time  preached  once  on  the  Sunday  in  the  same  rooni, 
afterwards  in  a  room  over  the  Royal  Library,  then  at 
No.  1,  High  Street,  in  a  house  then  belonging  to  Mr. 
Hills,  but  now  part  of  the  Royal  Hotel.  A  congregation 
l)eing  thus  formed,  a  chapel  was  erected  in  1806  on  a 
piece  of  ground  given  by  James  Heygate,  Sen.,  Esq., 
who  became  one  of  the  Trustees.  It  was  enlarged  in 
1811.  This  Chapel,  situate  opposite  York  Street, 
(now  used  as  a  British  and  Sunday  School)  was  supplied 
from  1806  to  1809  by  students  from  the  old  College, 
Homerton.  The  first  pastor  after  this  period  was  Joseph 
Gilbert,  a  son-in-law  of  Isaac  Taylor,  who  was  educated 
and  afterwards  became  first  tutor  at  Rothcrham  College 
and  then  pastor  at  Nottingham.  Gilbert  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Ash,  in  1811,  who  was  minister  for  six 
months,  when  he  removed  to  Thatcham.  The  ministry 
was  then  supplied  by  students  from  various  colleges, 
Homerton,  Hackney,  &c.  tiU  1816,  when  the  Rev. 
Andrew  White  was  appointed  and  remained  till  1827, 
when  he  went  to  Ramsgate.  After  this,  services  were 
conducted  occasionally  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scamp,  of 
Havant,  th«  Rev.  G.  Harris  of  Rochford,  and  J.  Clift 
of  Wakering,  till  June  Ist,  1828,  when  the  Rev. 
Richard  Fletcher  of  Highbury  College  came.  He  was 
ordained  Minister  June  15th,  1830,  and  removed  in 
1842  to  Wareham.  In  1843  Mr.  Hossock  of  Spring 
Hill  College,  Birmingham,  who  resigned  in  January, 
1844,  and  went  to  Scotland.  In  June  1844  the  Rev. 
James  Wager  of  Stoney  Stratford,  who  resigned  in 
1868,  and  went  to  Norwood,  and  is  now  Minister  of 
the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's  Chapel  at  Hereford. 
The  Rev.  Alfred  S.  Richardson,  of  Cheshunt  College, 
was  the  next  Minister  in  1 864,  and  remained  there 
five  years.  He  found  the  Chapel  in  a  low  and  de- 
pressed state,  but  it  revived  and  became  overcrowded. 
He  then  built  the  new  Congregational  Church  in  Cliff 
Town,  raising  a  large  sum  of  money.     He  left  in  order 
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to  succeed  the  Rev.  Henry  Isaae  Roper,  at  the  New 
Congregational  Church,  Clifton  Down,  Bristol,  and 
has  since  joined  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  community  he  is  Honorary  Secretary  and 
Minister  of  Emmanuel  Church  at  Great  Malvern, 
Worcestershire.  He  was  succeeded  at  Southend  by 
the  Rev.  James  Wonnacott,  late  of  Tottenham,  who 
resigned  in  1871,  and  is  now  Minister  of  St. 
James'  Free  Church  of  England,  at  Exeter.  The 
Rev.  Joseph  Williams  is  now  Minister,  having  been 
appointed  in  1872.  He  formerly  had  a  pastoral  care 
at  Leicester.  The  new  edifice  belonging  to  this  body 
is  a  handsome  Gothic  building,  which  was  erected  in 
1865,  and  opened  for  Divine  worship  the  same  year. 
Its  cost  was  about  £3,300.  It  is  built  of  grey  Kentish 
rag  with  Bath  stone  dressings.  The  spire  is  carried 
up  in  the  same  materials  until  it  reaches  the  summit 
of  an  octagon  lantern,  from  whence  it  is  continued  in 
ornamental  slates.  The  interior  consists  of  a  nave 
nearly  30  feet  wide  by  67  feet  long,  and  is  divided  by 
two  aisles,  which  are  paved  with  ornamental  tiles. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  nave  is  an  apse  containing  an 
organ,  and  besides  the  apse  are  minister's  and  deacons' 
vestries.  The  clock  was  provided  by  public  subscrip- 
tion in  1870.  It  will  accommodate  600  persons  at 
twenty  inches  to  each  sitting.  The  foundation  stone 
was  laid  by  Isaac  Perry,  Esq.,  May  30th,  W.  Allen 
Dixon,  of  London,  being  the  Architect. 

The  Methodist  chapel.  Old  Town,  called  the  "Free 
Methodist  Chapel,"  because  it  is  unconnected  with 
the  old  Wesleyan  conference,  is  a  plain  yet  neat 
building,  with  an  inscription  inlaid  in  briok  work, 
"  This  stone  was  laid  bv  E.  W.  Madams,  Esq.,  June 
12th,  1861."  The  preacher  is  the  Rev.  Michael  Tomlin. 
The  new  Wesleyan  Methodist  chapel,  erected  in 
Park  Road,  New  Town,  in  1872,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
arcliitectural  ornaments  of  Southend.     The  exterior 
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is  in  good  taste,  and  has  a  very  substantial  appear- 
ance. The  style  of  architecture  is  early  Gothic,  the 
shape  is  Cruciform,  and  it  is  built  of  Kentish  rag  stone. 
The  site  w^as  given  by  J.  G.  Baxter.  Including  land 
and  school-room  it  is  estimated  as  worth  more  than 
iC2,600.  It  is  now  entirely  free  from  debt.  The 
Minister's  house  was  built  in  1877,  at  the  cost  of 
Henry  Cater  and  J.  G.  Baxter.  A  day  school  was 
opened  in  January,  1878.  After  years  of  struggle 
and  apparent  collapse  the  Wesleyans  begin  to  rejoice 
in  prosperity.  Previous  to  this  chapel,  Mr.  Henry 
Cater  erected  a  commodious  tent,  in  which  large 
numbers  of  visitors  and  residents  assembled  for  wor- 
ship, but  on  this  being  blown  down  Mr.  Cater  built 
at  his  own  cost  a  substantial  school-chapel,  in  which 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  Holland  Brown. 
He  was  the  first  Minister  of  this  denomination  in 
Southend,  commenced  his  ministry  in  1871  and  lefl 
in  1874.  He  came  from  Cambridge  to  Southend, 
and  is  now  Minister  at  Ashford  in  Kent.  After  him 
was  Jeremiah  S.  Shrewsburv,  who  left  in  1876.  He 
was  formerly  of  Barbadoes  m  the  West  Indies,  and  is 
now  located  at  Stirling  in  Scotland.  Alfred  Freeman 
Abbott  is  now  Minister,  he  was  formerly  in  that  capa- 
city at  Sheerness,  and  subsequently  at  Hertford. 

The  Baptist  Tabernacle^  Cliff  Town,  composed  of 
iron  was  formerly  a  church  called  St.  Albans,  belong- 
ing to  the  Episcopalians,  the  Ministry  is  supplied  by 
students  from  Mr.  Spurgeon's  college.  They  are  now 
on  probation,  and  the  vacancv  of  Pastor  is  not  yet 
filled  up.  An  old  Baptist  chapel  exists  in  Lower 
Southend,  near  Claremont  House,  but  now  used  as 
an  infant  school  by  the  children  of  St.  John's  Church. 
It  was  built  circa  1827. 

The  Reformed  Episcopal  Church  at  Southend,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Holy  Trinity,  was  opened  for  Divine 
worship  April  23rd,  1878.       The  "Memorial  Stone " 
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was  laid  on  3rd  of  December,  1877,  by  John  Rumble 
of  Southend,  (late  of  Foulness.)     It  is  situate  in  the 
Milton  Road,  and  is  the  first  building  of  that  denomina- 
tion erected  in  the  United  Kingdom.     The  movement 
which  resulted  in  this  body  of  Christians  separating 
from  the  Church  of  their  &thers  was  organized  in 
New  York  December  2nd,  1873,  and  had  one  of  its 
first  Bishops  in  British  Columbia,  viz.  Bishop  Cummins 
who  resigned  his  office  as  Bishop  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  branch  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Ken- 
tucky.    His  reasons  for  withdrawal,  were  the  progress 
of  Ritualism,  the  necessity  for  the  revision  of  the 
Prayer  Book,  and  thirdly,  the  anti-Christian  outcry 
^inst  the  united  communi(m.    The  Rector  of  Holy 
Trinity  Church  in  Southend  is  the  Right  Rev.  1. 
Hnband  Gregg,  D.D.,  M.D.,  the  first  presiding  Bishop 
of  this  Church  in  the  United  Kingdom.      He   "  was 
elected  a  Bishop  of  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
at  the  fifth  General  Council,  held  in  Philadelphia  in 
May,  1877,  and  was  consecrated  a  Bishop  in  the  first 
Reformed   Episcopal  Church,  New   York  City,   on 
Wednesday,  June  20th,  1877,  by  Bishops  Cheney, 
Fallows  and  Nicholson.''      The   succession  of  these 
Bishops  is  derived  through  the  See  of  Canterbury. 
The  Reformed  Episcopal  Church  differs  mainly  from 
the  Church  of  England — 1.   In  being  free  from  the 
State,  and  having  no  head  except  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     2.     In  being  officially  opposed  to  what  is 
popularly  known  as  Ritualism.    3.     In  permitting  its 
clergy  to  work  in  co-operation  with  Ministers  of  other 
evangelical   denominations.       The    congregation    of 
Trinity  Church  are  partly  those  who  attended  an  iron 
Church  (St.  Albans)  which  was  sold  to  the  Baptists, 
and  their  services  until  the   completion  of  Trinity 
Church    were     conducted     at    the     Public     Hall. 
Bishop  Thomas  Huband  Gregg,  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,   D.D.    and    M.D.    ha§    written    copiously 
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on  protestant,  temperance  and  medical  subjects, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Thornton  Gregg, 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  for  nearly  40  years 
a  Rector  m  the  Church  of  England.  Bishop  Gregg 
was  bom  in  1840,  ordained  Deacon  1863,  and  Priest 
1864,  in  Salisbury  Cathedral  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  W.  K. 
Hamilton,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Salisbury.  One  of  his 
brothers  has  been  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Long- 
ford, Ireland,  another  is  a  member  of  her  Majesty's 
Indian  Medical  Service,  and  another  is  a  high  science 
honor-man  and  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
The  Bishop  from  1869  was  Vicar  of  East  Harborne, 
near  Birmingham,  which  living  he  resigned  in  May, 
1877,  and  seceded  from  the  Church  of  England  after 
the  final  decision  in  the  Folkestone  Ritual  case.  The 
architectural  character  of  Trinity  Church  is  early 
English.  It  is  a  plain  and  substantial  building  of 
white  brick,  the  traceried  windows  at  the  ends,  and 
doorways  being  of  stone.  The  Church  consists  of  a 
fine  nave  in  one  span,  and  a  small  chancel.  The  nave 
is  82  feet  long,  by  33  feet  wide,  and  the  chancel  which 
looks  to  the  south  is  14  feet  long.  The  building  will 
accommodate  600  people,  but  it  is  so  constructed  that 
side  aisles  can  be  added,  making  a  provision  for  1,000 
seats.  This  extension  is  now  bemg  carried  out.  The 
architect  is  T.  Bray,  of  Southend.  The  cost  at 
present  is  about  JS1,300. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  Hamlet  was 
built  in  1869.  The  funds  were  chiefly  provided  by 
Miss  Tasker,  who  has  done  so  much  for  this  cause,  it 
is  under  the  invocation  of  Our  Lady  Help  of  Chris- 
tians and  St.  Helen,  Empress.  The  Archbishop  of 
Westminster  opened  it  on  October  26th,  1869.  Thos. 
Goodman,  of  Southend,  is  the  architect.  In  its  design 
he  has  aimed  at  producing  an  union  of  brick  and  stone 
at  once  pleasing,  economical  and  effective.  The 
chancel,  nave  and  sacristy  (with  its  lobby)  alone,  have 
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as  yet  been  built,  bat  provision  has  been  made  for 
additions,  when  funds  will  allow  of  the  same.  The 
nave  measures  62  feet  in  the  clear,  by  2  U  feet,  and 
the  chancel  15  feet  by  21i  feet.  The  turret  contains 
two  bells  from  the  foundry  of  Messrs.  Mears  and 
Stainbank,  and  its  height  is  equal  to  the  beautiful 
tower  of  the  parish  church.  It  is  crowned  by  an 
angel  vane,  fiilly  gilt,  with  lily  in  hand  as  the  Angel 
of  the  Annunciation.  The  style  of  the  Church  is  early 
£nglish.  The  Rev.  John  Moore,  the  Incumbent,  is  a 
man  of  very  kind  and  genial  manners,  and  these  assisted 
him  very  much  in  the  construction  of  this  edifice,  to 
which  many  Protestants  contributed.  Previous  to 
this  Church  being  built,  Mass  was  said  and  religious  in«- 
struction  given  in  a  room  of  Father  Moore's  house,  who 
is  the  duly  appointed  officiating  Chaplain  to  the  R.C. 
troops  at  Shoeburyness,  where  he  is  deservedly  re- 
spected. The  Father  was  educated  at  Paris  and  Rome 
and  was  ordained  in  the  latter  city,  soon  after  which 
he  was  appointed  to  Guernsey  and  the  neighbourhood, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  London  and  there  actively 
engaged  until  he  was  deputed  to  found  the  mission 
at  Southend  in  1 862.  His  services  in  the  ^^  London 
Mission,'' in  which  Southend  is  situated,  have  extended 
80  &r,  over  40  years. 

The  Alexandra  Club,  established  circa  1873,  has 
recently  altered  its  name  to  the  Alexandra  Yacht 
Club,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  yachting  gentlemen. 
James  F.  T.  Wiseman  of  the  (Jhase,  Pagleshara,  is 
Commodore,  J.  A.  Sparvel-Bayly  of  BiUericay,  Vice- 
Commodore,  and  W.  G.  Brighten,  of  Argyle  House, 
Southend,  Rear-Commodore.  From  the  advantages 
of  situation  that  Southend  affords,  this  promises  to  be 
a  successful  enterprise.  It  already  numbers  over  100 
members,  of  whom  50  are  yacht  owners. 

The  Theatre  of  Varieties  and  Skating  Rinks  are 
situated  in  Alexandra  Road,  Cliff  Town,  and  were 
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erected  in  1876  for  the  present  proprietor,  J.  A.  War- 
dell,  by  James  Scott,  builder,  from  the  designs  by 
T.  Goodman,  architect,  both  of  this  town*  The 
covered  building  is  120  feet  long  by  40  feet  wide,  it 
possesses  a  capital  skating  sur&ce ;  the  Plimpton  skates 
are  the  only  ones  used.  There  is  also  a  Reading 
Room,  Library  and  Gymnasium.  The  out-door  Rink 
is  120  feet  by  60,  witn  a  fountain  and  band-stage  in 
the  centre,  surrounded  by  rock  work,  aviaries,  &c. 
The  establishment  has  the  patronage  of  the  Clergy, 
Military  and  gentry  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

The  Local  Board  had  its  origin  in  1866^  since  which 
a  new  Police  Station  has  been  erected  in  Alexandra 
Street,  at  a  cost  of  £4,250.  Sparrow,  Tufnell  and 
Go's  bank  have  a  branch  here,  and  there  are  several 
libraries,  of  which  the  Royal,  lately  conducted  by 
Miss  Woosnam,  has  the  pre-eminence. 

Freemasonry  flourishes  here ;  the  lodge  Priory  1 ,000, 
is  an  offshoot  from  the  mother  lodge,  the  lodge  of  True 
Friendship,  No.  186  now  160,  holden  at  Rochford,and 
consecrated  in  the  year  1 766.  This  was  made  sacred 
in  1866  by  the  P.G.M.  J.  Bagshaw,  Esq.,  and 
Frederick  Wood,  Esq.,  was  the  first  master,  it  now 
numbers  80  members,  and  the  immediate  past  master  • 
is  the  Rev.  Spencer  Wigram,  past  Grand  Chaplain  of 
England.  There  is  also  a  chapter  of  Arch  Masons, 
the  present  principal  of  which  is  Mr.  J.  A.  Wardell. 

Along  the  ridges  of  the  cliffs  are  to  be  found  the 
wild  tuUp,  mustard  and  mangel  wurzel,  interspersed 
with  furze,  broom,  fennel  and  the  Virgin  Mary's  thistle. 

Ebbatuv.— By  inadverienoe  and  miBdireotion  we  have  omitted  a  portion 
of  the  Hamlet  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  page  617  line  24,  instead  of 
proceeding  by  the  Cricketer's  Inn  and  bo  on  to  the  sands,  it  should  be  from 
the  Bey.  S.  Wigram's  cottages,  all  land  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  nntil 
yon  come  to  Milten-hall  comer,  when  all  land  including  tiie  road  to  the 
soath  of  Milton-hall  is  in  the  Hamlet,  nntil  you  come  near  Porters,  when 
the  boundary  crosses  the  road,  (leaving  Porter's  house  and  premises  in 
Prittlewell  proper)  and  proceeding  by  a  brook  ditch,  issuing  from  a  large 
pond,  follows  the  boundary  of  the  manors  t)f  the  Priory  and  Milton-hall  to 
^e  river.  Old  Southend  was  thus  in  Prittlewell  and  the  New  Town  in  the 
Hamlet.    The  Local  Board  has  now  absorbed  both  Hamlet  and  Parish, 
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RAWRETH. 


SITUATION  —  SOIL  —  THB  GBLDABLBS  —  BNCLOSUBE  OF  THE 
MABSHES  AND  SHOT— BATTLES  BBIDGE,  &o.— FBEE  WHABF^ 
TBADE~THS  MANOBS  AND  HAMLET— TYBELL  OF  BEOHES— 
HINOB  ESTATES  —  ANDBEWS'  FAMILY,  &o.  —  THE  CHUBOH — 
CLEBGY  —  INSCBIPTIONS  AND  OUBIOUS  EFITATH  —  BEGISTEB 
EXTBAGTS—CHABinES— ANTIQUITIES,  &o. 


[HIS  parish  is  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the 

Hundred.     It  is  bounded  by  the  river  Crouch* 

on  the  north,  by  Wickford  on  the  west,  by 

Hockley  on  the  east,  and  Rayleigh  on  the  south.     It 

j    is  written  in  records  Raureth,  Raree,   Ragel,  Raure- 

I    hith,  Raurere  and  Ragerin.      Historians  differ  as  to 

I    the  origin  of  its  name  but  conclude  the  latter  part  of 

the  word  is  derived  from  a  Saxon  word,  signifying 

heath.      Morant  says  it   "possibly  may  be  derived 

from  Ravengar  the  Saxon  owner  of  Beches,"    and 

certainly  the  heath  adjoined  his  domain.     The  parish 

is  not  named  in  Domesday  Book,  but  was  afterwards 

erected  into  a  manor  by  Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux.    He 

had  lands  at  Wickford  and  Beeches  (formerly  called 

Bacheneia),  and  as  he  was  a  capital  hand  at  partition, 

it  is  supposed  he  made  bold  with  the  property   of 

*  Tbo  dlTisioA  between  Bawreth  and  Rettendon  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
8tream|  and  dirides  Battles-bridge. 
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inferior  lords,  at  which  he  was  an  adept.  He,  or  who* 
ever  erected  this  manor,  chose  to  transfer  his  power 
hither,  probably  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Suene, 
two  such  great  men  not  having  elbow-room  enough 
in  the  same  vill.  Whensoever  it  was  erected  we  fiad 
it  distinct  in  King  John's  reign,  who  granted  it  to 
Hugh  de  Bernevall,  and  Henry  de  Bernevall  had  free 
warren  in  Ragerin,  anno  1253.  So  likewise  had 
William  Sanndon  the  King's  cook  in  1 266.  Salmon  says 
this  must  have  been  a  parish  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
as  the  Church  is  to  be  found  in  the  Valor  Benificiorum 
of  that  age,  and  he  mentions  a  custom  that  part  of 
Kawreth  for  the  King's  taxes  is  joined  to  Wickford 
and  pays  Constables'  rates  to  Wickford,  though  in 
different  Hundreds.  Morant  under  Wickford  gives 
some  vague  account  of  these  taxes  called  Geldables,* 
and  says  they  ^^  extend  into  Rawreth,  Runwell  and 
South  Hanningfield."  He  finds  nowhere  specified 
^^  what  quantity  of  land  a  Geldable  contains,  but  is 
thought  to  be  that  land  or  lordship  which  is  under 
the  distress  of  the  Sherifi^'s  Court.  Rawreth  hamlet 
is  rated  to  the  land  tax  at  £134  and  Runwell  Geldable 
at  £98."  Upon  enquiry  we  find  it  is  a  land-tax 
collected  by  the  Assessor  of  Wickford  at  a  rate  of  4* 
in  the  £,  the  rental  or  rateable  value  supplied  by  the 
Surveyor  of  Taxes  and  paid  in  with  the  usual  land 
tax.  The  following  schedule  shows  the  rental  of  four 
different  properties  in  Rawreth  subject  to  this  impost^ 
Cockertons  (up  double-gate  lane)  rental  J64,  owner 
Miss  Cockerton,  daughter  of  the  late  W.  Cockerton  of 
Sutton,  quantity  6  acres,  3  roods,  15  poles;  part  of 

*  Geldable  is  d«riTed  from  tiie  Saxon  Oyldan,  to  paj.  Ghield,  Geld  or 
Gild  Bigpiifies  tribnte  or  tax,  a  payment  of  money,  or  money  itself,  from 
whence  the  word  gold.  Graoge's  History  of  Harrogate  and  the  Forest  of 
Knaresborongh,  describes  Gold  or  Gelde  to  be  a  tax  or  Rekpenny  paid  for 
the  right  or  liberty  of  g^^azing  cattle  on  the  nnenolosed  grounds  of  Enares- 
borough  Forest,  due  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
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Burrels,  rental  £14,  G.  H.  and  E.  White  owners,  quan- 
tity 94  acres ;  part  of  Burrels,  rental  £2,  owner  David 
Archer,  quantity  7  acres,  2  roods,  3  poles,  and  part  of 
Little  Fanton  Hall,  rental  £1,  owner  Rev.  W.  M. 
Kerr,  quantity  6  acres  and  13  poles.  The  parish 
contains  2377  acres,  1  rood  and  9  poles  of  land,  of 
which  28  acres  3  roods  22  poles  are  roads,  and  11 
acres  24  poles  river,  and  includes  part  of  Rawreth 
Shot,*  comprising  32  acres  1  rood  4  poles.  The  poor 
have  2  acres  and  3  poles  on  this  Shot  let  to  them  at 
a  rent  charge  varying  as  the  tithe,  set  by  Allotment 
Wardens.  These  allotments  belong  to  St.  John's 
College  and  their  Manor,  that  of  Rawreth  Hall,  upon 
itsinclosure  and  apportionment  in  1855,  claimed  a 
share  of  tV  in  the  soil,  and  exercises  rights  thereon. 
This  event  taking  place  subsequent  to  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act  the  Shot  escaped  that  impost.  This 
parish  had  a  population  of  321  in  1835  which  in  1861 
had  increased  to  386,  and  decreased  in  1871  to  351. 
In  1755  the  parish  was  rated  at  £677,  in  1787  at 
£1190,  and  in  1862  at  £3820.  The  soil  principally 
consists  of  heavy  and  tenacious  though  useful  land  ; 
around  Beke  hall,  the  Fanton-halls  and  Gooses  is  to 
be  found  some  of  the  stiffest,  from  the  Church  to 
Carters,  part  of  Rawreth-hall,  Witherdens,  Raymonds, 
Prices  and  Chichester  hall  the  land  is  more  friable 
and  mellow.  The  highway  near  the  latter  is  subject 
to  overflow  of  the  neighbouring  stream  leading  from 
the  Bridge  f  at  Double-gate  lane  to  the  Crouch,  and 
occasionally  during  floods  a  small  portion  of  Chichester 
ball  and  Burrels  is  subject  to  inundation.     The  grass 

*  Shoty  deriyed  from  a  Saxon  word,  Bignifying  a  part  or  portion.  The 
rest  of  the  Shot  oontaining  10  acres  1  rood  and  35  poles  is  in  Wiokford 
pariah. 

t  This  bridge,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lane  leading  to  Fan  hall  was 
erected  bj  the  Connty  in  1872  at  a  cost  of  i^50.  Another  bridge  further 
on  connected  with  the  Shot  owns  the  same  liability. 
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marshes^  formerly  saltings,  near  Battles  bridge,  were 
inned  by  the  late  John  Page,  Edmund  Taylor,  and 
Edward  Quillinan,  circa  1812.  Taylor's  share  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Page,  who  was  admitted  June  11th 
1824,  it  being  copyhold  of  Rawreth  Hall.  Quillinan's 
share  has  been  purchased  by  W.  T.  Meeson  of  Tel- 
fords.  These  marshes  are  of  mediocre  Quality,  and 
suitable  for  sheep  grazing.  The  ploughed  portion 
of  this  district  lying  towards  Hockley,  consists  of  a 
dark  soil,  subject  to  blight  and  inundation,  and 
throughout  this  level  the  moor  log  is  to  be  found  in 
the  subsoil,  but  in  some  seasons  very  productive  crops 
are  obtained.  The  Shot  consists  of  a  dark  soil,  vary- 
ing in  quality  and  substratum,  the  northern  or  upper 
portion  being  the  lightest. 

The  first  bridge  over  the  Crouch  leading  from  this 
parish  to  Rettendon,  called  Battles  bridge,  of  which 
we  have  any  record  was  of  wood.  Its  successor  was 
of  the  same  character  and  design,  with  considerable 
elevation.  For  many  years  it  had  a  pole  about  15 
feet  high  affixed  to  its  western  side,  with  a  weather 
cock  attached.  It  was  built  by  the  County  and 
finished  on  Thursday,  June  16th,  1769.  This  bridge 
was  taken  down  in  1856,  and  one  of  iron  substituted, 
which  was  found  unequal  to  its  requirements,  and 
the  construction  proved  altogether  too  weak,  even  for 
the  traffic  before  steam  was  introduced,  and  supports 
were  added.  The  designs  for  this  bridge  originated 
with  Hopper,  the  County  Surveyor,  but  were  subse- 
quently modified.  In  1872,  May  22nd,  it  gave 
way  under  the  weight  of  a  traction  engine  and 
two  carriages,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Sadd  of  Maldon, 
precipitating  the  engine  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  where 
it  rested  on. the  central  portion  of  the  bridge.  Photo- 
graphs of  this  scene  were  taken.  During  the  building 
of  the  present  structure,  a  temporary  private  bridge 
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was  utilized,  belonging  to  James  Pantt,  the  tenant  of 
the  adjoining  mill,  who  levied  a  toll  to  recoup  himself, 
and  received  a  bonus  of  JE50  from  the  County,  being 
compensation  awarded  for  the  obstruction  caused  by 
this  disaster.  The  bridge  consists  of  three  arches 
with  a  central  span  of  iron  47  feet  wide  and  two  minor 
arches  of  brick  work,  each  20  feet  span,  carried  on 
two  new  central  piers  of  brick  work  and  the  old  abut- 
ments. The  length  of  the  bridge  is  117  feet,  and  the 
clear  width  between  the  parapets  18  feet.  The  con- 
tractors were  Webster  Brothers  of  No.  1  St.  Martin's 
Lane,  Tra&lgar  Square,  at  a  cost  of  JB3500.  Under 
the  north  pier,  about  10  feet  below  the  bed  of  the 
river  was  discovered  in  undisturbed  gravel  an  antler 
of  a  red  deer  petrified,  and  a  piece  of  worked  stone, 
apparently  the  arch  of  a  window  light  of  the  Perpen- 
dicular period,  which  was  probably  lost  in  landing, 
when  Kettendon  Church  was  rebuilt.  Piles  of  the 
old  bridge  were  discovered,  consisting  of  whole  oak 
trees  perfectly  sound,  shod  with  iron.  There  is  a 
wharf  at  this  place  used  as  a  free  wharf,  said  to 
belong  to  the  copyholders  of  Rawreth-hall,  which 
manor  exercises  rights,  compelling  the  removal 
of  obstructions,  &c.  The  wooden  water  mill  near 
this  bridge  was  erected  circa  1771  by  Mr.  Bilding. 
The  present  owner  is  W.  T.  Meeson,  who  erected  the 
adjoining  mill-house  in  1857. 

That  Battles  bridge  had  some  connection  either 
with  the  battle  of  Ashingdon,  and  the  retreat  of 
£dmund  Ironside,  or  some  other  field  of  slaughter, 
receives  some  confirmation  from  the  fact  that  in  land- 
ditching  on  Modgridge  farm  in  a  13  acre  field  on  the 
Kettendon  side  of  the  river,  not  far  fi'om  the  wall,  ap- 
pearances were  detected  denoting  a  burial  ground, 
jaw  bones  being  mixed  with  broken  pottery  and  other 
relics,  as  if  the  dead  were  buried  in  heaps,  and  in 
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some  places  at  considerable  depth.  The  ground  is 
very  uneven,  and  varies  in  colour.  Upon  Rawreth 
hall  is  a  field,  still  known  as  Barrow  field ;  all  vestiges 
of  which  barrow  are  now  destroyed,  unless  it  can  be 
identified  with  the  eminence  upon  which  the  house 
is  erected.  From  the  wharves  at  Battles  bridge  a 
brisk  trade  is  carried  on  in  straw,  hay,  malt,  lime, 
chalk,  coals  and  cereals  of  all  descriptions.  In  the 
river  are  caught  smelts,  flat  fish,  whiting,  whitebait, 
and  occasionally  a  sturgeon  and  salmon. 

The  Manor  nouse  of  Rawreth  Hall  is  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  southeast  of  the  church.  Remains 
of  a  moated  enclosure  of  about  two  acres  can  be 
traced.  The  present  house  ia  erected  upon  a  mound 
or  barrow,  but  whether  this  mound  was  within  the 
moat  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  The  old  mansion 
probably  occupied  the  same  site,  as  an  old  brewhouse 
can  be  remembered  standing  about  12  feet  to  the 
north  east  of  the  present  house  which  was  erected  in 
1812.  In  the  garden  a  pond  was  dug  by  the  late 
Mr.  J.  Page,  which  is  now  filled  up.  This  was  ap- 
parently dug  in  low  ground  from  whence  the  soil  had 
been  removed  to  make  the  mound.  In  the  meadow 
to  the  south  about  20  rods  beyond  the  garden,  the 
ground  suddenly  descends  about  3  feet,  showing  the 
marking  of  an  elevated  plateau.  The  old  footpath 
from  Kawreth  Church  to  Rayleigh  formerly  passed 
close  to  the  north  of  the  house  through  Rawreth-hall 
wood  now  grubbed.  William  Gafibrd  or  Grifford  in 
1284  held  one  fee  in  Raree  of  the  King  in  capite^  of 
the  barony  of  Rayleigh.  This  family  was  connected 
with  Bures  Giffbrd.  King  Richard  II  in  1385  con- 
firmed to  John  Doreward  of  Dore wards-hall,  Bocking, 
and  Catharine  his  wife,  this  manor  of  Rawreth,  with 
appurtenances  to  hold  of  the  King,  by  Knights  service. 
He  died  in  1420  and  had  besides  this,  two  tenements 
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called  Delamares  and  Borells  ♦  in  Rawreth.  John 
Doreward  succeeded  his  father,  and  by  his  marriage 
with  Blanch,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  William  de 
Coggeshall,  obtained  a  considerable  addition  to  his 
estate.  He  was  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1413,  Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire  in  1425  and 
1432,  and  departed  this  life  in  1462  or  1465  leaving 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  It  remained  in  this 
family  until  in  1495  the  Dorewards  became  extinct 
in  the  male  line,  upon  the  death  of  John  Doreward  of 
Spains  hall  in  Great  Yeldham.  Elizabeth  his  sister 
married  Thomas  Fotheringhay,  of  Woodrising  in 
Norfolk.  These  had  three  daughters  who  became 
coheirs  to  the  Doreward's  estates,  namely  Margaret^ 
wife  of  William  Beaupre,  Elma^  first  wife  of  Heiiry 
Thursby  and  next  of  Thomas  Paleman,  and  Christian 
wife  of  John  de  Vere,  afterwards  fourteenth  Earl  of 
Oxford.  Margaret  Beaupre  held  this  manor  at  the 
time  of  her  decease,  10th  Feb.  1618.  Elena  and  her 
second  husband  Thomas  Paleman  held  a  moiety  of 
this  manor  in  1519.  Christian  the  ydungest  sister 
died  without  issue. 

Andrew  Edmonds  upon  his  death  in  1523  held 
also  a  moiety  of  this  manor.  Of  John  Edmonds 
or  his  executors  it  was  purchased  in  1525  by 
St.  John's  College  in  Cambridge,  with  money  left  by 
Hugh  Ashton,f  a  private  founder.  How  any  part  of 
this  estate  came  to  the  Crown  is  unknown,  but  King 
Henry  VIII  in  1525  granted  the  manor  of  Rawreth^ 
among  many  others  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  upon  whose 
prcemunirey  it  reverted  to  the  Crown.     Though  this 

*  See  farther  on. 

f  An  old  Begiater  of  the  College  eajs  that,  *'  Hngh  Aahton,  Arohdeacon 
of  Tork,  together  with  Jfohn  Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  were  twe  of  the 
EzecntorB  of  Margaret  Conntess  of  Riohmond  and  Derby,  who  was  in 
reality  fonndress  of  St.'  John's  College,  in  Cambridge,  a  noble  and  useful 
foundation." 
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is  called  in  the  grant  the  manor,  it  could  only  be  a 
moiety. 

George  White  of  Hutton  was  possessed  of  this 
moiety  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  the  15th  June  1584. 
He  was  descended  from  the  Tyrells  of  Heron  through 
the  marriage  of  his  grandfather,  Richard  White  of 
Hutton,  with  Maud  daughter  of  Sir  William  Tyxell. 
He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  William  Strode  of 
Devonshire,  and  quoting  from  the  records  of  the 
Manor  of  Rayleigh,  this  estate  was  next  in  "  Eatherina 
Whyte  vidtuij  modo  tenet  inde  mediet."  Richard  their 
eldest  son  succeeded,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Edmund  Plowden  of  Plowden  in  Shropshire.  This 
moiety  was  purchased* about  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  for  the  use  of  private  foundations  by  St. 
John's  College  in  Cambridge,  which  hath  now  the 
who]e  manor.  This  estate  comprises  453  acres,  3 
roods,  6  poles.  In  1755  it  was  rated  at  £100 
which  was  doubled  in  1 787.  Besides  the  barrow 
previously  mentioned,  in  deepening  a  pond  in  the 
middle  of  a  16  acre  field,  embedded  in  clay,  on  the 
lower  farm,  adjoining  the  Rayleigh  road,  in  1876 
were  discovered  the  jaw  and  leg  bones  and  antlers  of 
a  stag,  once  probably  a  denizen  of  Rayleigh  park. 
These  remains,  together  with  the  antlers  of  deer 
found  under  the  pier  at  Battles  bridge  remind  us  of 
the  time  when  this  country  was  one  primeval  forest, 
and  doubtless  abounded  with  animals  (which  have 
disappeared  before  civilization)  as  wild  as  the  human 
tribes  who  formerly  inhabited  this  district. 

The  manor  of  Beches  lies  near  the  river  Crouch. 
The  farm  contains  257  acres  2  roods  and  25  poles. 
Morant  states  "  the  mansion  which  is  between  Battle- 
bridge  and  Hull-bridge  is  moated  round,  and  part  of 
it  seems  very  ancient."  The  house  here  referred  to 
has  long  since  totally  disappeared,  and  a  new  one  of 
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brick  has  been  built.  Some  of  the  panelling  of  the  old 
house  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  old  Vicar- 
age house  at  South  Bemfleet,  pulled  down  by  Lloyd, 
then  Vicar.  The  only  relic  left  of  the  original  house 
at  Beaches,  is  a  portion  of  an  ornamental  iron  plate, 
three  feet  long  by  two  wide.  It  is  used  as  a  pavement 
against  a  reservoir  leading  from  the  well,  with  the 
embossed  side  embedded  in  the  earth.  This  is 
generally  examined  with  interest  by  antiquarians,  but 
is  now  almost  totally  defaced.  The  well,  situate  in  a 
meadow  near  the  house,  is  an  artesian  one,  being  365 
feet  deep  and  bricked,  and  affords  a  bountifulsupply 
of  water.  Bachmeia^  from  whence  Beches  came  to  ^ 
be  formed,  was  the  name  it  bore  at  the  time  of  the 
survey.  It  then  belonged  to  Odo,  and  before  him  to 
one  Ravengar.  There  was  then  1  team  in  the  de- 
mesne, and  i.  bordar  ♦  formerly  i.  serf.  There  was 
pasture  for  xxx  sheep.  It  was  then  worth  xxx  shil- 
lings, formerly  xx.  Included  in  this  value  of  xxx 
shillings  there  were  besides  xxx  acres,  with  i  bordar 
and  half  a  team.  There  is  no  further  account  of  this 
manor  till  the  time  of  Edward  III.  It  then  belonged 
to  a  family  surnamed  De  la  Beche.  Edmund  de  la 
Beche  married  Eufemia^  one  of  the  two  daughters  and 
coheirs  of  Edmund  Comyn.  After  his  decease  she 
was  remarried  to  John  de  Walkefare,  f  who  at  his 
death  abroad  in  1345  held  a  tenement  called  La  Beche 
in  Raurethe  of  Richard  le  Chamberleyne,  by  the 
service  of  7d.  per  annum.  He  likewise  had  the  manor 
of  Walkefares  in  Famham  in  Clavering  Half  Hundred.  - 

*  The  Bordarii  from  Bord  a  cottage,  were  aolaas  inferior  tothe  Villeixu, 
but  taperior  to  the  aerfa.  They  had  ocoaaionally  teams  and  landa  in  poa« 
■eaiioD.  The  Serfs  were  the  Thralls  or  slayes  of  Saxon  times.  Their 
oondition  was  probably  little  altered  by  the  Normans. 

t  A  Saxon  family  surnamed  Walafar  or  Walkfarehad  the  manor  of  Walk- 
fare's  in  Boreham  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  Robert  de 
Walkfare  granted  fiye  acres  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Boreham  to 
the  Chnrch  of  the  Holy  Cross  at  Walthanu 
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Eufemia  herself  died  in  1361.  Her  daughter  and 
heir  Elizabeth^  by  her  first  husband  Edmund  de  la 
Beche  was  then  wife  of  Richard  Elmerugge. 

Effigies  of  the  De  la  Beche  family  in  stone, 
nine  in  number,  are  still  extant  in  Aldworth  Church 
near  Reading.  A  silver  seal  found  in  1871  in  a  field 
near  the  family  mansion  affords  evidence  that  three 
of  them  placed  as  founders^  are  those  of  Sir  John  De 
la  Beche,  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  his  brother  Sir 
Nicholas.  Upon  the  seal  is  a  device  of  three  shields 
in  a  cusped  and  foliated  trefoil,  surrounded  by  the 
legend^  "S*  Isabelle  De  La  Beche."  The  bearings 
on  the  shields  are  said  to  be  those  of  De  la  Beche, 
De  la  Zouch  and  Elmerugge.  This  Sir  John  De  la 
Beche  was  Sheriff  of  Hampshire  from  1313  to  1317, 
but  becoming  an  adherent  of  the  Earl  of  Lancaster, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Boroughbridge,  Yorkshire,  in 
1322,  together  with  his  father.  Sir  Philip,  his  brothers 
Sir  Philip,  Edmund  (a  clergyman),  and  Robert,  and 
was  committed  to  the  Tower.  Sir  John  had  two 
other  brothers.  Sir  Nicholas  and  Edward.  In  1335 
Sir  Nicholas  was  Constable  of  the  Tower  and  Custo- 
dian of  the  Prince  of  Wales  (the  Black  Prince),  then 
five  years  old;  and  Edward  was  in  the  same  year 
made  Keeper  of  the  Great  Wardrobe.  Nicholas  died 
in  1346,  and  Edward  survived  till  1382.  Colonel 
Symonds,  who  visited  Aldworth  Church  on  2nd  May 
1644,  wrote  "  In  y*  East  end  of  the  south  yle  did 
hang  a  table,  fairly  written  in  parchment  of  all  y* 
names  of  this  family  of  De  la  Beach,  but  the  Earle 
of  Leicester  comeing  with  Queen  Elizabeth  in  pro- 

fresse  tooke  it  down  to  shew  it  her,  and  was  never 
rought  again."     (Harleian  MSS.) 
John  Baud  held  this  estate  of  Beches  by  the  law  or 
custom  of  England,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  WiUiam  Berland.     He 
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died  in  1422.  William  his  son  succeeded  him,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Rokesburgh 
of  Stansted- Abbots.  At  this  time  there  were  80 
acres  of  wood  in  this  manor,  and  the  lands  extended 
into  Rayleigh,  known  as  Ekkmed,  and  98  acres  were 
in  Hockley.     (Inquis.  1.  Henry  VI.) 

It  was  afterwards  in  Sir  William  Tyrell,  Junr.  ♦ 
Knight,  fifth  son  of  Sir  John  Tyrell  of  Heron,  by 
Alice  Coggeshall.f  The  ti^^  t  ^^  ^^  death  is  un- 
known, but  that  it  happened  prior  to  1475  is  tolerably 
certain,  as  his  son  John,  described  as  of  Beeches  is 
named  executor  in  the  will  of  his  uncle,  Sir  Thomas 
of  Heron.  There  is  no  Probate  act  appended  (not  an 
unusual  occurrence  in  very  early  testaments),  to  Sir 
William's  will,  and  as  the  entry  is  the  last  in  the  book 
among  some  other  matter  it  is  unsafe,  to  fix  a  date 
fix>m  any  of  the  preceding  wills,  but  it  was  probably 
proved  very  soon  after  its  date.  He  married  two 
wives,  namely,  Anne  daughter  and  coheir  of  William 
Fitz-Simon,  Ejiight,  and  Philippa  daughter  of  John 
"  Thomebrough  "  or  Thomeburye.  His  will  drawn 
by  himself  and  written  with  his  own  hand  betokens 
him  a  well  educated  country  gentleman*  It  is  dated 
16th  of  March  49th  of  Henry  VI.  "  and  the  newe 
taking  upon  him  of  his  Royal  power  the  ffurst  yere 
and  the  yere  of  oure  lord  MCCCCLXX/'     In  the 

*  Thii  was  to  dkiingaiah  him  from  bia  eldor  brother  William  Tyrell,  Sen. 
of  Gippiog  in  Bufiolk,  third  aon  of  Sir  John  Tjrell  of  Heron. 

f  She  it  bvried  in  East  Homdon  Chnroh,  nnder  »  superb  inoised  sisb 
dated  1422.  She  was  daughter  and  ooheir  of  Sir  William  de  Coggeshall  and 
Antiocha  his  wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  JohnHawkwood^  bj  Aufricia 
his  wife,  natural  daughter  of  Barnabas,  Duke  of  Milan« 

}  Stowe  relates  that  Sir  WUliam  Tjrell,  Knight,  was  kiUed  fighting 
against  Edward  IT.  at  Bamet,  14th  April  1471.  But  as  there  was  living 
aft  that  time,  besides  the  Knight  of  Beohes,  another  Sir  William  Tyrell, 
Knight^  of  Heron,  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  whioh  he  alludes.  He  states 
both  were  interred  in  the  Church  of  Austin  Friars  in  London,  Both  died 
prerionsto  1475. 
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event  of  the  death  of  his  two  daughters  Jane  and 
Anne  before  the  marriageable  age  of  16  or  18,  he 
expresses  a  desire  to  found  and  endow  a  school  in 
Rawreth  and  a  masse  to  be  sung  in  Rawreth  and 
Pritelwell  churches  yearly  for  his  soul,  and  to  re- 
member the  souls  of  '*  John  Tyrell  Knight,  Alyce, 
Eateryn  his  wives,  Anne,  Dame  Phelip  my  wiflTes  and 
my  fader  John  Thorneburye  "  (father  of  his  second 
wife)  and  if  it  might  be  brought  about  to  have  a 
place  made  at  Hawkes  tenement  for  a  priest  to  dwell 
in,  who  could  teach  grammar,  and  a  house  made  for 
the  children  of  the  country  to  be  taught  in,  their 
school  to  be  free  and  the  priest  to  sing  in  the  Church, 
the  stipend  to  be  xij  marks  of  money  yearly,  with 
house  rent,  fuel  and  candle.  The  testator  charged 
the  manor  and  tenement  of  Plumberow  with  the 
maintenance  for  this  Priest  and  Schoolmaster.  If 
this  intention  could  not  lawfully  be  carried  out,  the 
tenement  and  rent  were  to  go  to  his  wife  for  life, 
afterwards  to  his  younger  son  Jasper  and  his  heirs 
with  remainder  to  his  son  John  and  his  heirs.  There 
is  nothing  upon  record  to  prove  whether  Sir  William 
Tyrell's  design  was  carried  out,  or  what  became  of 
his  daughters.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  John  and  by 
the  second  Jasper.  John  the  eldest  son  and  heir  held 
this  manor  of  jBeches,  the  manor  of  North  Bemfleet 
and  Scotts  in  Canewdon,  and  divers  lands  in  Hockley. 
By  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Walden, 
Alderman  of  London,  he  had  two  sons,  Edward  and 
William.  He  made  his  will  in  1493.  He  died  26th 
Oct.  1494,  and  the  will  was  proved  23  Nov.  1494. 
He  bequeathed  to  the  **  High  Aulter  of  the  Church 
of  Rawrethen  '*  for  tithes  and  offerings  forgotten,  due 
to  the  "  Curatt  xx* "  likewise  for  the  same  cause 
smaller  sums,  to  the  Parsons  of  Pakelsham,  Canudon 
and  Reyley.     He  likewise  bequeathed  to  the  Church 
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of  Rawrethen  his  blewe  *  vestment  of  damask  or 
satin  with  the  apparel,  and  a  tunicle  with  other  ap 
parel  for  deacon  and  subdeacon,  according  to  the  said 
vestment)  and  a  cope  to  be  bought  by  his  executors. 
To  every  priest  being  at  his  burial  vi"*,  every  clerk  iiij 
and  every  poor  man,  woman  and  child  j'',  and  meat 
and  drink.  The  repairs  of  the  highway  had  his 
attention,  leaving  vli  to  making  the  lane  against  Gat- 
wards,  that  is  '^  my  keping  of  Alson  Scots,''  and  to 
the  making  of  "  hullbrigge  in  Essex  xl'  and  to  every 
brother  and  sister  of  mine  living,  a  goblet  of  silver. 
He  left  to  all  his  household  servants  either  a  cow  or 
sheep  according  to  the  discretion  of  his  executors. 
He  left  to  each  of  his  god-children,  living  at  his  death 
an  ewe  sheep,  and  to  other  servants  sheep,  oxen  and 
a  horse,  and  to  his  son  Edward  xxli.  worth  of  plate, 
and  xxli.  of  household  stuff.  He  gdive  the  farm 
*'aparatus"  on  the  Manor  of  Beeches  to  his  son 
William  when  22,  and  xl  oxen  and  colts.  His  wife 
had  xxli.  of  plate  and  xli  of  stuff.  If  hb  son  William 
died  he  left  his  portion  to  his  wife  and  his  daughter 
Margaret  in  equal  portions,  and  if  both  died  he  left 
this  share  to  be  disposed  in  alms,  making  of  highways 
and  finding  of  scholars  to  Cambridge  and  Oxford. 
To  his  daughter  Margaret  £100  on  her  marriage  or 
when  21.  To  his  daughter  Anne  a  goblet  of  sSver. 
To  Mistress  Ternaunt  his  beads  of  L  of  white  amber 
(his  rosary.)  To  Edward  his  son  his  chain  of  gold 
with  a  cross  thereto.  To  his  cousin  Sir  Thomas 
T3rrell,  his  brother  Thomas  Huntyngdon,  and  his 
brother  Jasper  a  horse  each.  His  executors  were  his 
wife  Katrine,  John  Bardvile,  Sir  William  Howard, 


*  Bine  waa  the  lirerj  of  the  House  of  Tmll,  and  as  inoh*  the  oolor  of 
the  TeBimenta  worn  by  their  domeetio  Chaplains.  We  are  indebted  for 
mnch  of  this  matter  from  extracts  of  Anoient  Wills,  published  by  H.  W. 
KingyEsq.  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Bssex  Arohssologioal  Sooieiy. 
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parson  of  Rawreth,  and  William  Aleyn,  and  if  th^ 
accepted  the  trust  the  three  last  to  have  lxvi*yiij*  each. 
He  disposes  his  real  estate  in  this  wiae,  to  his  wife 
^*  Katrjni ''  the  manor  of  North  Bemfleet,  Portlonding 
marsh  in  Canvey  and  the  advowson  of  the  Church 
of  North  Bemfleet,  and  Bawnes  in  Southchurcfa, 
formerly  belonging  to  Richard  Stewynnes,  which 
he  valued  at  £26  13s.  4d.  He  disposed  of 
a  moiety  of  a  tenement,  and  10  acres  of  land 
called  '^  Brigges,"  and  a  marsh  with  little  hoppets 
and  a  marsh  lying  between  Oxenham  and  the  *^  mill 
pond "  in  Moch  Wakering,  called  ^  Brigge  marsh,^ 
which  he  held  jointly  with  John  Mexe  by  copes  of 
Court  Roll  of  Moch  Wakering,  to  the  maintaining  of 
the  gilde  priest  found'  of  the  visitation  of  o'  lady,  kept 
in  the  parish  Church  of  Kawreth,  and  in  case  the  said 
guild  breaks  up  and  is  not  kept,  then  the  said  revenue 
to  go  towards  finding  a  priest  to  sing  in  the  same 

garish  Church  as  far  as  it  will  stretch.  He  leaves 
is  daughter  Dame  Anne  Tyrell  xx*  being  a  ^^  ncmne 
at  the  mynores  w'  out  London."  Orders  his  executors 
to  find  yearly  an  obit  for  him  in  the  Church  of  Raw- 
reth.  His  estates  extended  into  Hockley,  Baley, 
Thundersley,  Southchurch,  Great  Wakering,  North 
Bemfleet  and  Canvey.  He  left  likewise  his  servant 
Richard  Charlton  certain  lands  and  three  crofts  in 
Hockley.  He  was  succeeded  in  Beaches  by  his  eldest 
son  Edward^  then  18  years  old.  He  married  Alice 
Cloville,  *  but  dying  the  16th  of  June  1541  without 
issue,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  William  Tyrell 
then  above  54  years  old,  who  had  to  wife  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Cromer  of  Kent,  but  he  dying 

*  She  wai  afterwards  remarried  to  George  Foster,  and  next  to  Henry 
Gelding.  Her  husband  Edward  ''Tyrrill "  was  buried  at  Bawreth^  June 
2l8t  1641. 
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28th  Sept.  1543,  also  without  issue  male,  *  Edward 
or  Edmund  f  Tjrell  sou  of  his  uncle  Jasper  X  above 
mentioned,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  .  .  •  Goring,  of 
Sussex,  inherited  this  and  the  rest  of  the  estates, 
among  which  were  pastures  called  Stonedon  and 
Stysted  in  this  parish.  Beaches  wood  in  Hockley  and 
Ralej,  and  lands  called  Gowles  and  Russellsin  Leigh, 
etc.  He  held  likewise  the  manor  of  Barrington  Hall, 
alias  Ramesden-Barrington  of  the  Queen,  as  of  her 
manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  free  socage.  This  Eit- 
mxmd  Tyrell  was  a  man  of  considerable  political 
importance,  bein^  elected  member  for  Maldon  in  1st 
4th  and  5th  of  Mary.  He  was  a  bigoted  member  of 
the  old  fedth,  and  made  himself  conspicuous  as  a  Magis- 
trate in  apprehending  the  so  called  hereticks,  and 
forwarding  them  to  Bishop  Bonner  §  for  examination. 
He  was  probably  one  of  divers  gentlemen,  including 
Justice  Brown,  ordered  to  attend  the  execution  of 
Hunter,  (|  Highbed  and  Causton,  the  two  latter  under 

*  Bot  he  had  two  danghten,  MicBf  married  fint  to  Thomas  Latham  of 
TaTinmhire,  afterwards  to  William  Cade  of  Bomford,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Peter 
Hammond  oUcw  Hayman  of  Kent,  whoee  sole  daughter  and  heir  Jane  waa 
married  to  John  Honywoody  Esq.  and  had  issue  an  only  daughter  Catherine^ 
heir  to  her  grandmother  ivprell.  tiiat  was  married  to  Sir  Edward  Scott,  of 
Beotfa-haU,  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

t  for  an  aoconnt  of  his  monument  in  the  Bion  Chapel  in  Bawreth  Church, 
•ee  farther  on. 

X  Bitraets  ftom  the  registers.  '*Jaaper  Tyreill  buried  1  March  1639. 
Margaret  Tyerill  buried  June  2nd  1640.  Edward  Tyrrill  esquier  buried 
Jiae  21, 1641." 

f  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  pariah  that  Bishop  Bonner  lived  at  Beaches* 
wMoh  IB  erroneous,  and  seems  founded  upon  an  error  in  Foxe,  where  he 
>^lea  him  **  of  Beachea."  This  is  explained  in  another  plaae  where  Foxe 
nya  that  Bonner  "  came  into  Essex  to  reclaim  Highbed  of  Homdon  and 
Canaton  of  Thunderaley."  Most  probably  he  risited  Tyrell  at  Beachea  and 
prompted  hia  zeal.  (See  Thundersley.)  It  took  John  Foxe  11  years  to 
write  Ills  Book  of  Mwtyrs ;  he  returned  out  of  exile  at  the  beginnii&g  of 
Elizabeth's  reign. 

|]  Whilst  quoting  Foxe  and  others  respecting  these  erentSj  we  must 
remember  that  Foxe  was  a  partixan  writer,  and  his  eridenoe  cannot  be 
^*W  as  conclusive,  as  his  story  was  partly  elicited  from  relatiTes  of  the 
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the  charge  of  William  Harris  of  Cricksea,  the  Sheriff 
of  Essex,  being  fast  bound  in  a  cart,  as  great  fears 
were  entertained  of  a  rescue.  Tyrell  is  represented 
as  disputing  with  Hunter  at  Brentwood^  when  the 
latter  was  uieeling  near  the  stake,  about  the  transla- 
tion of  the  51st  psalm,  complaining  that  heretics  had 
substituted  the  word  contrite  for  humble.  The  exact 
spot  of  Highbed's  execution  at  Homdon-on-the-Hill 
is  open  to  criticism,  and  even  where  his  residence 
Homdon  House  was  situated  is  at  present  a  conjec- 
ture, but  an  inventory  of  his  goods  and  chattels 
taken  after  his  decease  exists  in  the  State  Pf4)er 
Office,  and  is  printed  in  the  Rev.  W.  Palin's, 
"More  about  StiflTord."  Causton  suffered  at 
Rayleigh.  These  executions  took  place  March 
27th,  1555.  We  next  find  him  present  at  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  John  Simson,  aged  34,  and  John  Ardeley 
aged  30,  husbandmen  of  Great  Wigborough.  Simson 
was  burnt  at  Rochford,  and  Ardeley  at  Rayleigh, 
either  30th  May  or  begining  of  June  1555,  and  upon 
his  road  home  Tyrell  apprehended  John  Denley,  Gent, 
and  John  Newman.  His  letter  to  the  Queen's  Com- 
missioners is  dated  from  Ramesden  Park.  Upon 
Denley  being  searched,  a  paper  was  found  which 
sealed  his  fate,  denying  Christ's  bodily  presence  in 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar.  Denley  was  burnt  at 
Uxbridge  and  sung  a  psalm  in  the  midst  of  the  flames. 
Newman  was  a  pewterer  of  Maidstone  in  Kent.  He 
was  burnt  the  last  day  of  August  at  Sa£Eron  Walden. 

Tiotimi  And  others,  who  probably  highly  ooloured  the  faots,  bot  it  snf. 
floiently  moulpatea  Tyrell  as  an  active  agent  in  the  peneoution  of  the 
timee.  Foxe  in  defaming  Tyrell  detoribes  him  aa  a  deaoendant  of  him  who 
murdered  the  Prinoea  in  the  Tower.  Thia  is  nntme,  aa  he  waa  deaoended 
from  Sir  William  Tyrell,  fifth  son  of  Sir  John  Tyrell  of  Heron,  whereaa 
Sir  James  Tyrell,  the  alleged  mnrderer  of  the  Prinoea,  was  a  son  of  William 
Tyrell  of  Gipping,  8rd  son  of  Sir  John.  Sir  James  waa  beheaded  May  6th, 
1502,  on  aooonnt  of  his  connection  and  friendship  with  Edmnnddela  Pole, 
Sari  of  Suffolk,  whose  mother  being  Elizabeth,  sister  to  Bdward  lY.  had 
pretentions  to  the  Crown,  whereby  he  excited  the  fears  of  Henry  7th« 
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We  have  already  under  Hockley  given  an  account  of 
Tyrell's  participation  in  the  apprehension  of  Tyms, 
Curate  of  that  parish,  who  reminded  him  he  had  con- 
formed in  Edward  Gth's  time.  This  martyrdom  took 
place  in  1566.  But  the  most  cruel  act  of  TyrelFs 
was  committed  in  the  apprehension  of  the  Munt  family 
of  Great  Bentley.  In  Foxe  there  is  a  woodcut  repre- 
senting the  inhuman  conduct  of  Tyrell  by  holding  a 
lighted  candle  under  the  back  g£  the  hand  of  Rose 
Allen  their  daughter,  till  the  sinews  cracked,  at  the 
same  time  using  a  most  opprobrious  expression, 
calling  her  the  vilest  name,  and  asking  why  she 
refused  to  cry,  to  which  Rose  replied  she  had  rather 
cause  to  rejoice.  She  was  one  of  the  most  heroic 
women  on  record,  and  told  Tyrell  if  he  thought  pro- 
per he  might  then  begin  at  her  feet,  and  proceed  to 
the  head,  for  that  he  that  prompted  him  to  the  work, 
would  one  day  pay  him  his  wages.  She  was  burnt  * 
together  with  her  parents  at  Colchester,  August  2nd, 
1557.  It  says  on  Tyrell's  monument  in  Rawreth 
Church  '^  God  grant  him  a  blessed  resurrection,''  which 
prayer  seems  very  needful.  He  married  Susan 
daughter  of  Cooke  f  of  Geddy-hall,  and 

*  There  is  a  field  on  BeaoHeSy  called  Ladylands,  wherein  is  an  ineradic 
•bU  blaok  patob,  which  tradition  aflsigns  to  be  the  eite  of  the  baming  of 
some  woman  hj  order  of  Bishop  Bonner.  We  can  diecoTer  no  evidence  or 
elae  to  this  rapposition,  but  the  probability  is,  it  was  woodland,  and  the 
black  patch  caosed  by  dharcoal  burners,  or  woodmen. 

t  This  is  ftated  by  Morant  and  confirmed  in  the  Harl.  M.S.  6065,  fo.  89. 
The  following  is  an  estract  from  the  Bawreth  Begisters : — 

*  1670^  Soian  Tyrell  wife  of  Edmund  was  buried  Jany.  8th.'*  It  is  un. 
certain  who  this  Susan  Oooke  waa.  She  was  not  of  the  family  of  Cooke  of 
Gidea  Hall  in  Bomlbrd,  for  theUr  arms  are  totally  difitarent.  There  is  a 
Oeddy,  G^ddT,  Gidea  or  Eynegayne  hall  situate  in  Little  Claoton,  a  parish 
in  Tendring  Hundred,  of  which  Henry  Golding  was  owner,  and  there  was 
a  mesauage  and  land  in  that  parish  called  Cookea  (now  known  as  Cook's 
Grean),  but  we  have  no  record  of  a  family  of  that  name.  The  registers  at 
little  Claoton  go  back  to  1688,  but  no  mention  of  the  Cookes  can  be 
flooBd.  The  arms  on  the  Bawreth  monument  are  identical  with  those  of 
two  Ihmiliea  cf  Cooke  in  Kent,  but  as  the  braia  does  not  show  the  colours, 
tad  the  roundles  of  one  of  theae  funiliea  werabeaaate  and  the  other  plates, 
va  ara  still  at  a  loss.  Berry's  Kentish  and  Essex  (Genealogies  give  no 
aetfaa  of  a  ftuaaa  Cooke.    There  are  80  heraldic  families  of  that  name ! 

i?4 


660  TmB  HisTOBY  or 

had     by     her    four    daughters  ;     Mary^    wife   of 
John  Church^,    by  whom   she  had  a  son   Edmund 
Church,     Margaret^    wii'e     of    John    Daniel,     or 
Danyell  of  Suffolk,  and  then  remarried  to  Sir  Frauds 
Fitche,  Thamasinej  wife  of  William,*  second  son  of 
Sir  Henry  Tyrell,t  Knight,   remarried  to  William 
Playter,  of  Sotterley  in  Suffolk,  and  Susan  wife  of 
Charles  Cutler.     Edmtmd  Tyrell  died  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1576,  at  Whitestaple  in  Kent,  surviying  to  see 
the   Reformation  firmly   established,   and  probably 
finding  his  old  residence  and  surroundings  too  warm 
for  him.     The  records  of  Rayleigh  manor  state  (ai^r 
this)  that  Richard  Cannon  sold  John  White,  Doctor 
of  Divinity,  the  manor  of  Beches,  in  Rawreth,  Hockley, 
Hawkwell  and  Rayleigh.       Afterwards   it  waa    in 
Thomas  White,  D.i).,  the  munificent  founder  of  Sion 
College  in  London,  who  settled  it  upon  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  that  College  and  their  successors  for 
ever,  in  whom  it  still  remains.     These  Fellows  com- 
prise the  whole  body  of  Rectors  or  Vicars  within  the 
City.     This  Dr.  White  was  Vicar  of  St.  Dunstan's  in 
Fleet  Street,  London,  for  49  years.     He  was  instituted 
to  this  benefice  November,  23rd,  1576.     He  was  twice 
married  in  his  own  Church,  1st  to  Fortune  Knight, 
21st  August,  1576,  and  2nd  to  Elizabeth  Boughe, 
Novr.  30th,  1580.      This  last  was  buried  there  Jany. 
17th,  1612-3.     He  died  1st  March,  1623-4,  and  was 

.  *  1565.  William  Tyrell,  Esq.,  and  Thomaain  Tyrell  the  yonnger  were 
married  1st  Angt."  She  was  probably  called  Thomasine  the  yoimg«r  to 
distingnish  her  from  her  hiisband'a  mother  Thomasine  dan^^ter  of  WiUiam 
Gonnston  of  London. 

«*  1667.  Henry,  son  of  Wm.  Tyrell  and  Thomasine  his  wife,  baptised 
13th,  Jany." 

"  1670.  Thomas  Tyrrill  the  son  of  William  Tyrrill,  Esqr.,  and  Thomwin 
his  wife  was  bap.  5th  of  Jane." 

«•  1671.    William  Tyreill  was  bnried  in  Deo.'* 

"Bobert  Bradborie,  eqr.  and  Hargret  Tyrrell  were  married  20th  day 
of  May,  1660."  It  is  nnoertain  who  she  was.  He  was  most  likely  one  of 
the  Bradbnrys  of  Uttleeford  Hundred. 

f  Sir  Henry  Tyrell  and  Thomasin  his  wife  lie  interred  in  the  ohn&eol 
of  Downham  Chorob. 
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buried  on  the  11th  at  the  same  place.  Beaches* 
farm  in  1675  was  let  to  a  Mr.  Waterhouse  at  ^120 
per  annum.  After  his  death  the  rent  being  too  high, 
the  farm  and  manor  in  1676  was  let  to  Mr.  Beardmore 
on  a  lease  for  21  years  at  £70  a  year.  In  1846  the 
farm  was  rented  by  John  Allen  for  JE350  per  annum, 
a  severed  field  of  10  acres  at  £10  lOs.  and  Coxal 
wood,  &c.  at  £18  per  annum.  The  annual  average 
of  the  manorial  dues  and  woods  were  then  £50  a  year. 
The  property  of  the  College  in  London  consisted  of  the 
site  now  called  Sion  College,  and  adjoining  premises, 
a  portion  of  the  manor  of  Bradwell  f  and  the  farms 
called  Bradwell-hall,  and  Hockley  in  Dengey  Hun- 
dred, a  farm  at  Tyler's  Causeway  in  Herts,  and 
£203  3s.  Id.  in  3  per  cent.  Consols. 

"  Long  Field"  consisting  of  11  acres  and  29  poles 
belongs  likewise  to  Sion  College. 

Beke-hall  is  mentioned  as  a  manor  in  this  parish. 
It  is  situate  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road  from 
Rayleigh  to  Wickford.  The  first  mention  of  it  we 
find  in  1526  when  the  manor  with  appurtenances, 
one  messuage,  forty  acres  of  arable,  sixty  of  pasture, 
ten  of  meadow  and  five  of  arable,  in  Rawreth  and 
Thundersley  was  in  Richard  Wyseman.  In  the  reign 
of  Edward  6th,  William  Browne  of  Porters  in  Prittle- 
well.  Alderman  and  Mayor  of  London,  bequeathed 
"Beak "-hall  in  Rawreth  to  John  his  second  son. 
In  the  reign  of  James  1st  it  was  in  John  Thraughton, 
6ent«  Sir  Edward  Boteler,  Knight,  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  the  1st  of  Nov.  1627  held  this  manor  of 
Beake-hall,  with  appurtenances  of  George  Foster,  by 
fealty  only.    In  1838  it  belonged  to  William  Cooper, 

^  The  well  on  Beaches  Is  836  feet  in  depth.  At  the  bottom  is  a  hard 
rook  four  feet  thiok.  When  it  was  first  dug,  the  earth  being  heaped  roand 
itf  month,  tk^spring  rose  two  feet  abore  tiie  level  of  the  ground. 

f  Part  of  these  estatea  at  Bradwell  were  given  hj  Dr.  White  to  the  oitj 
of  BriMUAf  where  he  was  born,  for  an  alms-house. 
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then  to  Rev,  J.  Cooper  of  Todmorden  in  Bedfordahire, 
afterwards  in  Lindsey  Cooper,  who  died  circa  1872, 
and  now  in  his  Trustees. 

Trindehay,  now  known  as  Trinders,  was  formerly 
a  manor  or  hamlet^  but  its  rights  are  now  extinct  and 
no  courts  are  held.  In  1210  and  1211  Robert  de 
Trindeho  held  one  Knight's-fee  of  the  honor  of 
Raleye,  that  had  been  Henry  de  Essex's.  A  view  of 
frank-pledge  was  here  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  In 
the  year  1300  Robert  Giffard  of  Bures  enfeoflFed 
Peter  Savery  and  Margery  his  wife  in  this  manor  of 
Trindehey,  described  as  one  messuage  with  a  close, 
120  acres  of  arable,  three  acres  of  meadow,  one  of 
pasture,  one  of  woody  and  17s.  lOd.  ob.  rent  holden 
of  the  King  in  capite  of  the  honor  of  Reylie  ;  payment 
of  28.  6d.  a  year  to  the  King  for  hidage,  and  in  1305 
John  de  Ardeme  enfeoflfed  the  same  Peter  in  10  acres 
of  wood  •  in  Reylie  belonging  to  this  messuage.  He 
died  in  1305,  leaving  William  Savery  his  son  and 
heir.  Roger  Darcy  of  St.  Clere's  in  Danbury,  held 
this  manor  of  Tyndhay  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  the 
3rd  of  September,  1508.  Thomas  was  his  son  and 
heir.  (See  under  Canewdon).  Robert  Trappe^  Trapps^ 
or  Trappes^  held  this  manor  of  Tryndas  or  Trendnay 
in  1571,  then  let  for  £20  a  year  clear,  besides  Mones 
in  Ashingdon,  and  Norpett  in  Canewdon.  Robert 
was  his  son  and  successor.*  It  has  since  been  in  the 
Baker  family,  for  Richard  Bdker^  Gent.,  of  Stepney, 
purchased  it  in  1746,  and  dying  in  1751  left  the 
property  to  his  son  Richard  f  (who  married  Jane, 

*  Withering  wood  here  allnded  to,  ia  now  grubbed. 

*  In  *'  1627  John  Betia  of  I'rendy,  Farmer,  died  28th  Nott.  His  mother 
was  wife  of  Lanrence  Fannings.*' 

t  During  the  life  of  this  Richard  Baker,  a  certain  portion  of  the  tenantry 
not  exoaaed  from  age,  naed  oooasionally  to  guard  tibe  treaaare,  after  rent 
paying  at  Oraett-hall,  to  London,  well  armed,  in  conaeqnenoe  of  the  roada 
>eing  infeatod  with  gentry  of  Torpin'a  description.     See  Little  Wakeriag. 
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daughter  of  Sir  Clement  Trafford,  of  Dunton-hall  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln).  Dying  without  issue  in  1827 
he  bequeathed  the  property  to  WiUiam  Wingfidd^  Esq., 
his  brother's  nephew,  a  Welsh  Judge  on  the  Breck- 
nock Circuit,  a  Q.C.,  and  a  Master  in  Chancery,  which 
latter  office  he  resigned  in  March  1849.  He  took 
the  name  and  arms  of  Baker  by  Royal  license  in  1849, 
and  died  at  Sherborne  Castle  in  1858.  The  present 
owner  of  the  estate  is  Richard  Baker  Wingfield 
Baker^  Esq.,  third  son  of  Mr.  William  Wingfield 
Baker,  by  his  first  wife  Lady  Charlotte  Maria,  eldest 
daughter  of  Henry,  seventh  Baron  and  first  Earl 
Digby.  He  was  at  one  time  Member  for  the  County. 
Several  monuments  of  this  family  by  the  Westmacott's 
are  inserted  in  the  wall  of  the  north  chancel  of  Orsett 
Church. 

Richard  de  Goldington  temp  James  I.  held  lands  in 
Rawreth  ante  Peter  Snarry. 

Chichester  hall,  a  farm  in  this  parish,  belongs  to 
the  Misses  White,  daughters  of  Thomas  Holt  White, 
late  of  Clement's  hall  in  Hawk  well.  The  house  which 
stands  in  a  small  area  surrounded  by  a  wide  and  deep 
moat,  is  very  ancient,  with  large  beams,  low  ceilings 
and  old  doors.  There  is  a  kitchen  chimney  of  enor- 
mous dimensions  with  ancient  grate,  and  a  capacious 
oven  opening  thereto  sideways,  built  within  the  house. 
This  oven  which  might  moderate  the  fitful  gusts  of 
wind  firora  the  chimney  in  winter,  suggests  anything 
but  comfort  in  the  dog  days.  It  was  formerly  the 
residence  of  the  Andrews  family,  and  derives  its 
name  from  Andrews,  Bishop  of  Chichester.  Morant 
says,  "In  Bishop  Andrew's  funeral  sermon,  at  the 
end  of  his  Works,  it  is  said  that  ^  he  was  born  in 
London  of  honest  and  godly  parents;  who  besides  his 
breeding  in  learning,  left  him  a  sufficient  patrimony 
and  inheritance  which  descended  to  his  heir,  at  Raw- 
reth in  Essex.'    .What  that  was,  I  have  not  been  able 
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to  discover."  From  the  Registers  we  glean,  under 
date  "1628,  that  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Taylour 
and  Joane  his  wife,  was  bap.  11  of  November. 
William  Sulyard  and  Richard  Wells,  Godfathers. 
Godmother,  Widow  Andrews'*  In  "  1673  Susanna 
Andrews  of  Chichester-hall  was  buried  from  there 
March  19th."  Tradition  says  this  family  was  related 
to  Bishop  Lancelot  Andrewes,  one  of  whom  was  prob- 
ably the  person  who  inherited  his  estate.  This  Bishop 
was  one  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  men,  and  one 
of  the  greatest  luminaries  and  most  orthodox  of  divines 
whom  the  English  Church  ever  produced.  (See 
account  of  the  Clergy  further  on). 

"  Telfords  or  Tilfords  "  (so  called  from  a  fiimily  of 
that  name,  one  of  whom,  William  Tylford  and  Ann 
his  wife  were  married  Ist  of  May,  1615,  at  this 
Church),  together  with  an  extensive  right  of  common* 
age  was  formerly  in  J.  Wade,  who  was  resident  and 
built  the  present  house,  which  is  a  convenient  brick 
structure.  He  sold  it  in  1811  to  Edward  Quillinan, 
who  was  in  Dossession  as  late  as  1838.  Itwassubse- 
Quently  in  William  Quillinan  and  then  in  the  Misses 
Quillinan,  the  last  of  whom  sold  it  to  William  Taylor 
Meeson,  of  Great  Doggetts  in  Rochford  parish. 

"  Borells  alias  Burrels  Aleys,  or  Aley,"  so  called 
from  William  Borell,  attainted  for  felony  in  1352.  It 
subsequently  belonged  to  John  Doreward  who  died 
in  1420.  Thomas  Hasteler  *  died  possessed  of  this 
estate  and  divers  tenements  in  1527,  he  likewise  held 
the  lease  of  the  Manor  of  Rawreth-hall,  and  divided 
his  estates,  goods  and  personalty  among  his  seven 
sons.  One  of  these  sons,  John,  was  tenant  of  lands 
in  South  Bemfleet  under  Henry  Appleton,  Esq,,  in 
1 545.  For  many  years  Burrels  was  in  the  Perry  fiunily. 

•  See  farther  on  amongifc  insoriptions.  There  waa  »  John  Haeieler  of 
Pritfclewell,  yeoman,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1605.  He  was  probablj 
Grandson  of  Thomas  Hastoler  of  Rawreth. 
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Francis  Perry  had  it  (whose  vnfe  died  Nov.  8th,  1834) 
and  it  then  came  to  his  niece  Elizabeth  Barnard, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Barnard,  who  married 
Samuel  Mason,  by  whose  executors  the  greater  portion 
was  sold  to  the  Rev.  J.  C.  White,  but  Crouch  field 
in  Bawreth  was  add  to  H.  Finch,  and  two  other 
fields  over  the  brook,  one  of  which  called  Little  Shot 
field  in  Rawreth  and  the  other  in  Wickford  were  sold 
to  David  Archer.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  White  died  in 
1872,  and  left  his  share  to  his  two  youngest  sons, 
George  Herbert  and  Ernest  White. 

"Prices"  otherwise  " Mill  Fields,''  caUed  by  the 
latter  name  on  account  of  a  windmill  which  was 
erected  on  an  artificial  mound  still  remaining,  near 
which  p<»tions  of  mill  stones  have  been  ploughed 
up.  An  ancient  cart  path  and  right  of  way 
formerly  existed  to  this  windmill  through  "  Chiches- 
ter-hall  Field"  from  the  Wickford  road,  but  is  now 
lost.  This  property  was  purchased  by  the  late  Rev. 
J.  C.  White  of  one  Nettleship,  a  lawyer  in  Lox^don, 
and  was  left  by  him  to  his  two  sons  George  Herbert 
and  Ernest. 

"  Witherdens  "  now  known  as  "  Blue  house  "  and 
•'Cooches,"  was  in  the  Perry  family  for  100  years. 
Francis  Perry  left  it  to  his  niece  Elizabeth  Barnard, 
who  married  Samuel  Mason.  This  Elizabeth  Mason 
died  July  5th.  1874.  After  his  death,  circa  1852,  it 
was  sold  to  Joseph  Pease,  who  sold  it  to  the  present 
owner,  Henry  Finch,  the  well-known  horse  dealer  of 
Rayleigh,  circa  1860. 

"  Cabes  or  Caves,"  now  known  as  "  Shotgate  farm," 
according  to  the  records  of  Rayleigh  Manor  in  the 
time  of  James  Ist  was  in  William  Stamer  *  who  held 
it  under  the  manor  of  Franckes  in  Warley.     The 

•  ThonuA  Stftmar  was  Churchwarden  in  1652  and  1668  and  is  reported 
by  th«  Commiflaionem  of  Edward  VI.  to  have  sold  one  of  the  bells  for  z  ■•  and 
Uid  oai  in  the  reparation  of  the  Chorch  xz  ■• 
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dedis  of  tlie  estate  show  that  William  Stammen, 
probably  the  person  here  referred  to^  by  his  will 
dated  6th  September  1632,  and  prored  in  the  arch- 
deanery  of  Essex   17th  January    1640,  gare   and 
bequeathed  to  Mary  his  wife  and  her  heirs,  aU  his 
lands  called  Caves,  situated  upon  a  common  called 
•*  Rawrey  Shot "  and  lying  part  in  the  parish  of  Wick- 
ford  and  Rawreth.      In  an  indenture  dated    1661 
Rawrey  Shot  is  again  mentioned,  and  '^  Witchford."* 
Caves  was  afterwards  mortgaged  to  R.  Bramston, 
who  became  owner  and  left  it  to  renelope  his  daughter, 
and  her  husband  William  Baker,  gent.     In  1738  the 
lands  were  in  the  occupation  of  mlliam  Waight,  with 
common  of  pasture,  &c.     In  January  1747,  John 
Yaughan,   of  Shenfield  Place  in  Essex,  sold  John 
Sharpe  a  parcel  of  land  called  King's  Meade,  contain- 
ing 3^  acres  for  the  sum  c^  £44.      This  formerly 
belonged  to  his  father  Richard  Yaughan,  who  pur- 
chased the  same  of  Charles  Goodwin  in  1694.     Later 
on,  it  was  added  to  Caves  by  John  Sharpe  and  called 
by  him  Shot-gate  farm.     In  September,  1747,  Pene- 
lope Baker,  widow,  passed  Caves  to  Mary    Ingree 
(Mortgagee)  and  from  her  it  passed  to  John  Sharpe  of 
St.  Botolph,  Bishopgate.     In  1770,  John  Sharpe  of 
Tottenham,  by  will  directed  his.  estate  called  Shot- 
gate  Farm  to  be  sold  by  auction,  the  proceeds  to  be 
devoted  to  purchasing  a  piece  of  ground  in  the  parish 
of  Tottenham   High  Cross,    and   erecting  six  almB 
houses  thereon,  the  interest  arising  from  residue  to 
form  endowment.     In  1 774  the  Lord  High  Chancellor 
decreed  this  bequest  void  bystatute  of  Mortmain,  and 
the  estates  passed  to  John  Siddons,  of  Apoquinimy, 
county  of  Kent,  on  the  river  Delaware,   America, 
eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  Siddons,  the  said  Eliza 
Siddons  being  only  child  of  Samuel  Sharpe,  eldest 
brother  of  John  Sharpe,  who  died  without  issue.    In 
1776,  John  Siddon's  capability  to  .sell,  was  a  matter 
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of  examination,  being  abroad  in  a  colony  at  war  with 
England,  and  for  au^ht  known  to  the  contrary  him* 
self  a  rebel.  The  advice  was  for  the  intended  pur-' 
chaser  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution.  Siddons 
however  sold  it  to  Baileyi  a  Devonshire  man,  who  left 
it  to  a  nephew  named  Bailey.  This  last  had  it  put  up 
to  public  auction  in  1834,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
Daniel  Brown  the  tenant,  son  of  Samuel  Brown,  who 
held  it  in  1774.  Daniel  Brown  at  his  death  in  July 
1844  left  it  to  his  grandson,  Daniel  Brown  Grout,  the 
present  owner,  son  of  William  Grout  of  Hockley,  who 
died  Novr.  7th,  1870,  aged  78  years,  and  Susannah 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Brown,  who  died  in  1823,  aged 
24.  Ann,  wife  of  Daniel  Brown  Grout,  died  May 
26,  1875,  aged  58  years. 

"Boxes,**  situated  on  Beaches  Common,  of  which 
45  acres  are  in  this  parish,  belongs  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  St.  Pauls. 

'^  Great  Fanton  Hall,''  of  which  158  acres  are  in 
this  parish,  is  in  the  Lessees  of  the  Bishop  of  London. 
The  house  is  in  North  Bemfleet. 

**  Little  Fanton  Hall,"  partly  in  this  parish,  was 
formerly  in  Thomas  Brewitt,  erf  Wickford,  who  pur- 
chased it  of  Rayner.  It  next  came  to  his  nephew, 
Thomas  Brewitt,  of  Down-haU,  Rayleigh,  who  left  it 
to  his  daughter  Ellen,  who  married  the  Rev.  W.  M« 
Kerr,  Rector  of  Nevendon,  the  present  owner. 

^^ Raymonds"  and  ^^DoUimans"  (the  latter  near 
Honey-pot  lane),  formerly  belonging  to  the  Rev. 
William  Henry  Dawney,  Viscount  Downe,  an  Irish 
Peer,  are  now  in  his  daughter,  the  Hon^  Lydia 
Frances  Catherine  Dawney,  of  Beningborough*haU, 
York,  a  lady  of  very  charitable  tendencies. 

^^  Gooses     belongs  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
St.  Pauls.    It  contains  85  acres  8  poles,  and  the  rent 
is  now  received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Povah. 
''  Carter'9  "  aud  ''  Saunder's  "  in  1840  belonged  to 
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Williatn  BoUer,  Surgeon  of  InntestMie,  whose  nieoe 
married  Eev.  F.  Kemble,  of  Looe  in  Cornwall,  to 
whom  the  estate  now  belcmgs.  He  is  son  of  Thomas 
Kemble  of  New  Runwell  Hidl,  Esq.,  J.P.,  chairman 
of  the  Chehnsford  Petty  Sessions,  and  second  cousin 
of  the  kte  Rer.  William  Kemble,  Rector  of  the  con- 
solidated parishes  of  West  and  South  Hanninfffield. 

^' Harbutts,''  partly  in  this  parish,  is  in  Thomas 
Edward  Brewitt  HiUiard,  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
grandson  of  Thomas  Brewitt  of  Rayleigh.  See  that 
parish. 

^^  Lubbers'  Lodge,"  partly  in  this  parish,  is  in  the 
bands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Sir  Arundel  Neaye, 
Bart. 

^^Hayers,'*  consisting  of  1  acre  1  rood  38  poles, 
situate  on  the  Raylei^  road,  being  part  of  Little 
Wheatleyii,  belwgs  to  Colonel  John  Fane.  It  was 
at  one  time  in  Rayleigh  parish,  and  was  exchanged 
with  Sir  Dk^by  ffeaye  (jsirea  1844),  owner  of  the 
Castle  Hill  ]^rm,  for  a  piece  of  land  on  the  <^posite 
side  of  the  adjoining  field,  thus  making  a  nearer  ap- 
proach to  LitUe  Wheatleys. 

The  Ivn  known  as  the  "  Carpenters'  Arms"  was 
formerly  in  Henry  Lambirth,  the  rich  brewer  of 
Writtle,  whose  daughter  Frances  married  Joseph 
AHred  Hafdcastle,  M.P.  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  It 
now  belongs  to  Thomas  Usborne,  J.P. 

The  tithes  of  this  parish  were  commuted  in  1840, 
aiiid  the  apnortionment  made  by  Henry  Crawter  of 
XiOndon,  ana  Charles  Matson  of  Kaddow.  The  liying 
iji  a  J^ectory^  the  yalue  of  which  amounts  to  £763 
peir  annum,  subject  to  Land  Tax,  The  Glebe  consists 
of  45  acres  1  rood  and  20  poles,  including  house  and 
mrdens^  The  preseat  house  was  built  by  the  kte 
]^ctoir,  the  Key.  J.  C.  White,  drca  1823.  Near  the 
house  onposite  the  Churchyard  gate,  stood  the  old 
^tho  ana  glebe  bani,  tile  doors  of  which  opened  on 
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the  public  road,  which  bam  was  the  home  and  refuge 
of  numbers  of  tramp3.  This  refuge  was  let  to  them 
by  Perry,  the  tenant  of  the  glebe,  and  they  had  a 
steady  friend  in  John  Gilpin,  the  Curate  who  had 
charge  of  the  parish  in  1821.  These  wayfarers  were 
welcomed,  and  cYen  entertained  and  sheltered  in  the 
Rectory  House.  Dilapidated  horses  and  donkeys, 
gipsy  carts,  raxpr  grinders'  miachines,  and  aU  <£at 
pertains  to  roaming  life  encumbered  the  road,  whilst 
the  opened  doors  of  the  bam  revealed  to  Church-goers 
all  the  varieties  of  domestic  life  which  belong  to  the 
vagrant  condition.  The  number  of  chil4ren,  base 
or  otherwise,  bom  in  that  bam  were  a  constant 
annoyance  and  expense  to  the  parish. 

Upon  the  glebe  was  erected  the  present  School, 
which  was  opened  in  1878.  It  is  built  on  the  site  of 
an  older  one,  and  is  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. 

The  Church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,*  made 
Archbishop  of  Myra  in  Lycia,  a  province  of  Asia,  by 
Constantine  the  Ureat.  This  prelate  was  present  at 
the  great  council  of  Nice,  where  he  Dot  only  con- 
demned Arianism,  but  is  said  to  have  given  Arius  a 
clarifying  ^*  box  on  the  ear !"  He  made  a  glorious 
confession  of  the  faith  in  the  latter  part  of  the  perse- 
cution under  Dioclesian.  He  was  esteemed  the  patron 
of  children,  and  his  festival  was  formerly  observed  at 
Eton,  and  other  public  schools  and  colleges.  Ac- 
cording to  Cathohc  story  he  was  a  saint  of  great 
virtue^  and  so  early  in  life  conformed  to  Ecclesiastical 
rule  that  when  an  infant  at  the  breast  he  fasted  on 
Wednesday  and  Friday  and  sucked  but  once  on  those 
days  and  that  towards  night.  There  is  a  curious 
legend  respecting  him,  that  by  his  prayers,  two  young 
gentlemen,  on  weir  way  to  Athens  for  educartipnn 

•  Tke  Neti-flowered  Heath,  Erica  nidiflora  is  dedioaied  to  Um 
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who  had  been  killed,  salted  and  intended  to  be  sold 
fbrpickled  pork,  were  restored  to  life. 

The  site  of  the  Church  and  Charchyard  comprises 
8  roods  and  25  perches.  The  surrounding  fence  next 
the  highway  was  extended  some  years  ago,  enclosing 
the  trees,  and  the  parish  is  liable  to  the  repair  of  the 
whole  circuit.  The  Church  consists  of  a  nave  with 
south  aisle  and  a  chancel,  and  at  the  west  end  of  the 
nave  is  a  low  rag  stone  tower  of  the  15th  century. 
The  south  aisle  is  appendant  to  the  manor  of  Beeches, 
and  was  rebuilt  at  the  time  of  the  rebuilding  and 
enlarging  the  Church  in  1823,  and  on  account  of  this 
liability  that  manor  and  farm  were  free  from  Church 
rates.  It  is  built  of  red  brick  in  a  barbarous  manner 
upon  the  old  foundations,  and  exhibits  tokens  of  in- 
security, and  presents  a  hideous  and  unecclesiastical 
deformity,  and  will  certainly  not  long  be  tolerated  by 
a  corporation  of  Clergy  such  as  the  Warden  and 
Fellows  of  Sion  College*  London.  The  window  frames 
are  of  wood.  The  date  of  reparation  of  the  Church 
may  be  seen  on  the  Porch,  and  the  liquidation  of  the 
expenses  was  aided  by  a  grant  of  £50  from  the 
Society  for  enlarging  and  building  of  Churches  and 
Chapds.  The  Churcn  itself  was  restored  according  to 
the  ideas  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  C.  White,  which  were  of 
extreme  Evangelical  and  Puritan  tendency.  The 
venerable  Communion  Table  was  placed  with  the  ends 
east  and  west,  with  the  rails  protecting  it  nearly 
square.*  The  old  gentleman,  who  was  extremely 
deaf  in  his  latter  days,  had  an  acoustic  apparatus 
which  conveyed  to  him  the  utterances  of  his  durates. 
The  old  family  pews  are  still  extant,  varying  in  size 
from  the  dimensions  of  a  horse-box  to  the  narrowest 

*  Biihop  Wren  intheDiooefle  of  Nonrioh  in  1636,  supporting  the  ixilnnc- 
tiona  of  hie  Metropolitan,  Arohbiehop  Land,  orders  the  Commnnion  Table 
to  be  plaoed  with  the  ends  north  and  sonth,  and  the  rail  to  extend  from  the 
Jjorth  to  the  south  wall.  Altar  rails  ^^e  ereoted  as  early  as  1623,  at  St. 
Gregory^s,  Norwich. 
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compass  in  which  one  may  sit  with  comfort.  These 
formerly  were  in  some  cases  of  enormous  heightf 
with  brass  rods  and  curtains  to  keep  out  draughts, 
and  containing  fire  grates,  within  which  cozy  enclo- 
sures, sherry  and  biscuits  were  sometimes  consumed 
between  the  prayers  and  sermon.  The  Tower  is 
about  a  foot  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and  has  settled 
towards  the  Porch,  which  sways  backwards  and  for- 
wards according  to  the  state  of  the  subsoil,  in  wet  or 
dry  seasons.  The  Tower  contains  two  bells,  neither 
having  any  date.  The  larger  one  is  without  any  in- 
scription. The  smaller  one  has  +  JAM:  TEMPvS  • 
EST.  +  in  Longobardic  characters.  The  common 
fern  and  wall  PeUitory  grows  upon  its  walls.  In  the 
belfry  is  to  be  seen  an  apparatus  consisting  of  an  old 
iron  frame  with  handles  and  a  perforated  covering, 
intended  to  contain  fuel  for  warming  the  Church, 
probably  with  charcoal.  There  is  a  curious  stone 
likewise  with  a  handle,  intended  for  scouring  the 
pavement.  The  Church  was  formerly  leaded,  but 
the  roof  is  now  slated,  and  there  is  nothing  in  char- 
acter with  the  ancient  edifice.  A  gurgoile  is  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  E.  White,  and  the  Kector  has  the 
remains  of  a  supposed  holy  water  stoup,  exhumed 
from  the  Rectory  grounds.  The  font  is  a  nlain  old 
perpendicular  one  of  the  15th  century,  and  devoid  of 
iatercst.  It  rests  on  a  fragment  of  stone,  upon  one 
comer  of  which  is  incised  a  cross.  From  a  manu- 
script in  the  Lansdowne  Collection  in  the  British 
Museum  there  were  in  the  windows  of  this  Church, 
timp.  2.  Eliz.  the  following  armorial  bearings,  which 
are  attributed  to  Tyrell,  Borgate^  Flambert,  de 
Coggeshall,  Fitz  Symon,  Bassett  orLovell?  Steward? 
or  Stuard,  Doreward,  Gonston,  Baud,  Att  Lee,  De 

t  The  snthor  rememben  a  pew  being  pointed  oat  to  him  in  Bnekinflhaitt* 
■hire»  onoe  mrmoiinted  hj  iron  roikei,  introdnoed  hj  a  nerroni  old  lad/ 
to  prerent  deaf  people  from  leaning  againit  her  enoloinre. 
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Gray?  at  Bnmstead,  de  Bomsted,  Bumpstead  or  Bony- 
stead,  Berland  or  Bereland?  Enyvett.  Of  Baud, 
tUs  manuscript  alluding  to  a  tomb  in  the  Chancel 
now  destroyed,  says  **  Baud  buried  there  with  a 

skotchon  curiously  carved  in  a  border on 

the  skotchon  pourtrayed  his  own  coat  and  match,  on 
3^  1  quarter  of  y*  stone  ye  armes  of  Fraunce  florettee 
goula,  with  lj\g^  3  Lyons  passante  in  ye  seconde  1 
pied  eagle.  His  wyves  coat  defeysed."  From  the 
skotchon  being  **  curiously  carved  it  was  probably 
an  incised  slab.  Thomas  Baud  held  Beeches  and  died 
in  1422.  The  chief  seat  of  this  family  was  at  Corring- 
ham.  One  of  the  Bauds  distinguished  himself  in  the 
Crusades.  Salmon  says  of  this  tomb,  "  in  the  Chancel 
is  an  old  grave  stone  that  has  on  the  Dexter  side, 
Quarterly,  the  arms  of  France  and  England;  on  the 

Sinister  side  an  Eagle  displayed,   in  the 

middle  an  Escutcheon  of  two  parts,  imperfect."  In 
the  middle  of  the  Church  is  a  stone,  to  which  belongs 
a  brass  (preserved  at  the  Rectory  with  two  others), 
with  "  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Rebecca,  Daughter  to 
William  Warde  of  Barkeway,  late  Wife  to  Robert 
Listney,  who  had  by  the  said  Robert  three  daughters, 
Sara,  Inary  and  Rebecca  and  havinge  lived  a  vertuous 
life  she  departed  in  the  faith  of  Christ  the  26th  of 
August,  1602."  Likewise  another  stone  with  the 
brass  detached  with,  '*  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Richard 
Hayes,  who  had  to  Wife  Alice  Browne  and  h^d  issue 
by  hei*  6  Sonnes  and  4  daughters,  the  sayd  Richard 
deceased  the  26th  day  of  July  A.D.  1600,  beinge  of 
the  ag6  of  XL  yeres.^*  In  the  Registers  he  is  called 
Richard  "Haies,"  *' Richard  Hayes  the  Elder  was 
buried  April  20,  1590."  John  Hayes  and  Robert 
Fforfoy  were  Churchwardens  in  1553  and  soldacrosse 
of  copjrr  wyth  a  crosse  clothe  and  certain  banar 
clothes  to  Thomas  at  Hays  and  Hetay  Clarke  for  X*. 
They  likewise  sold  the  handbells  and  holy  water  pot. 
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The  south  aisle  may  have  been  a  chantry  founded 
either  by  the  Tyrells  or  Bauds  as  it  is  appendant  to 
the  Manor  of  Beeches.  There  is  a  marble  monument 
affixed  to  the  north  wall,  removed  from  the  east  wall, 

Erobably  at  the  rebuilding.  It  contains  a  brass, 
aving  effigies  of  Edmund  Tyrell  and  wife.  The 
latter  however  has  had  its  head  abstracted  by  sotne 
sacrilegious  miscreant.  His  beard  is  of  *'  formal  cut, 
full  of  wise  saws/'  His  expression  is  determined. 
The  figures  are  kneeling  in  the  act  of  prayer.  He  is 
in  armour,  but  his  head  is  uncovered  and  his  helmet 
lies  beside  him.  This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
monuments  in  the  Hundred,  and  the  mind  must  in- 
sensibly revert  to  the  important  part  he  played  in 
these  evil  times.  Over  the  effigies  are  three  shields, 
containing  1.  The  arms  of  Tyrell  with  his  quarte- 
rings.  2.  Tyrell  and  Cooke  impaled,  and  3.  Cooke 
alone.  Upon  the  first  the  arms  are  quarterly  1,  two 
chevrons  within  a  border  engrailed,  Tyrdl.  2,  Paly, 
Bargatt.  3,  on  a  chevron  engrailed  three  dolphins 
naiant  embowed,  FUmibert  4,  a  cross  between  four 
escallops,  De  CoggeahaU.  Over  all  in  fess  point  a 
mullet  for  difference.  The  centre  shield  the  same^ 
impaling  on  a  chevron  between  three  roundles,  aa 
many  cinquefoils,  and  on  a  chief  three  columbines* 
The  third  shield  contains  the  last  coat  alone.  This'ia 
no  doubt  the  arms  of  his  wife's  family.  (See  under 
Beches.)  Beneath  is  this  inscription,  ^^  Here  under 
lieth  y*  bodie  of  Edmund  Tyrell  late  of  Beaches  and 
Samesdon  Barrinfftons  esquier,  who  died  at  White* 
Btaple  in  Kent  y*  YIII  day  of  November  in  tiie  yeard 
of  our  Lord  1576.  God  graunte  him  a  blessed  resur* 
rection." 

In  this  aisle  was  buried  Thcxnas  Hasteler  who  has 
a  stone,  (the  brass  of  which  is  at  the  Rectory)  with 
the  following  inscription  in  black  letters  or  old  English, 
^'  Of  yo'  charite  pray  for  the  Soules  of  Thorns  Hitfte* 
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ler,  Alys  Elynore  &  Johan  his  wyf  whicli  Thorns 
deceased  y*  xxv  day  of  January  y*  yer'  of  o '  lord 
Mv^xxvij  on  whos  soules  Jhu  have  mercy.'*  This 
Thomas  Hasteler  at  the  time  of  his  decease  held 
the  lease  of  the  Manor  of  Rawreth  BaH,  was  owner  of 
a  hrm  called  Burrells,  and  divers  tenements.  His 
will  was  dated  22nd  Jan.,  and  proved  4th  Feb., 
1527-8,  and  contains  a  singular  order  in  the  directions 
for  his  foneral.  After  beoueathing  his  "  soul  to 
Almighty  God,  the  Blessed  Mary  and  all  the  Holy 
Company  of  Heaven,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
parisn  Church  of  Nicholas,  Rawreth,  he  gives  to  the 
High  Altar  of  S.  Nicholas,  Rawreth,  for  tithes  negli- 
gently forgotten  6s.  8d.,  and  a  *^  weder  sheep  *  to  be 
a  fore  droove  to  goo  before  my  bodie  to  the  church 
at  the  day  of  my  buriall.  To  Sir  William  my  Curate 
to  pray  for  my  soul  2s."  With  respect  to  his  obsequies 
he  oraers  an  honest  priest  to  be  round  to  sing  mass 
for  his  soul  for  two  years  in  Rawreth  Church,  and 
inmiediately  upon  his  decease  his  executors  cause  to 
be  sung  at  SccUa  Ccelif  at  the  freres  of  London  and 
Essex  as  many  trentals  as  shall  amount  to  £6 
13s.  4d.  On  the  south  wall  of  the  Nave  is  ^^  a  tablet 
erected  in  affectionate  remembrance  of  Judith  the 
beloved  wife  of  John  Meeson  of  Grays  in  this  County 
who  died  at  Telfords  the  28th  day  of  November  1841 
aged  56  years."  Her  remains  are  interred  in  the 
vault  beneath.  She  was  the  eldest  of  the  three 
daughters  of  William  and  Judith  Taylor  of  Church- 

•  The  payment  of  mortaaries  ia  of  great  antiquity.  Sometimea  a  hone 
or  oow  Ao.  was  driTen  before  the  oorpae  of  the  deoeaaed.  It  waa  oooaidered 
a  reoompenae  for  all  failorea  in  the  payment  of  tithea  and  oblations,  and 
called  a  ooipae  preaent.  It  la  mentioned  in  the  national  oonnoil  of  Enaham 
aboat  the  year  I006u  Mortnariea  were  called  bT  onr  Saxon  anoeaton  Soul 
aoea  (aool  ahot  or  payment).  See  Dngdale'a  Hiatory  of  Wanriokshire  Ist 
edition  p.  679.  See  alao  Oowel*a  Law  Interpreter  in  «OMb  u^d  Sdden'i 
Hiatory  of  Tithea,  p.  287. 


t  AreiveaentatloAofUiaSoalaObliilBomii.    9h*  altar  WM  al  tin  top 
Qfthetialci. 
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hall,  Paglesham.     The  second  daughter  Christianna^ 
was  wife  of  Thomas  Salmon,  wine  merchant  of  Roch- 
ford,  whilst  the  youngest,  Anna  Venture,  became  the 
second  wife  of  the  above  John  Meeson,  of  Grays. 
He  had  two  brothers,  the  eldest  Thomas  Willmm 
Meeson  of  Stratford,  married  Ann  Wood,  daughter  of 
John  Stock,  J.P.,   of  Poplar.     She  died  Nov.  19th, 
1873,  at  Stratford,  in  her  83rd  year.     Richard  James 
Meeson,  the  youngest  brother,  married  Ann  Gordon 
Skinner.     He  died  Feb.  4th,  1856,  aged  65,  and  is 
buried  at  Rettendon.     His  wife  died  March  30th, 
1871,  at  Great  Baddow,  aged  61.      A  Genealogy  of 
the  family  was  partly  compiled  by  the  late  Thomas 
Meeson,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  William'  Meeson,  of 
Stratford,   but  unfortunately    could    not  be  found 
amongst  his  papers  after  his  decease.      The  family 
claim  descent  from  Mauvoisin  or  Malvoisin,  a  follower 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  whose  name  is  on  the  Roll 
at  Battle  Abbey.     He  settled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mee,  a  small  river  in  Shropshire,  hence  the  name  of 
Meeson  (sons  of  the  Mee).     The  property  long  held 
by  the  family  is  situated  in  Great  ISolus,  near  Welling- 
ton in  Shropshire.      Richard  Meeson,  father  of  the 
three  brothers  above  named,  left  there  in  1800  or 
1801,  and  settled  at  Flaistow  as  a  merchant.     His 
grandson,  the  Compiler,  sold  the  ancestral  estate.     An 
old  History  of  Shropshire  contains  a  curious  account 
of  this  family,  and  amongst  other  particulars  is  given 
the  length  of  the   bones  of  some  of  the  Meesons, 
showing  them  to  havB  been  giants. 

In  the  Church-yard  are  three  stones  to  the  Waight 
family.  "  To  Samuel  Waight  of  Trindies,  who  died 
7th  April,  1721,  aged  60  years.  To  William  Waight 
of  Beeches,  who  died  in  1750,  aged  55  years,"  and  a 

•  A  brotber  ThoniM  Kentennaii  Taylor  died  Deo.  8rd,  1866,  and  ie 
Varied  with  the  Salmona  at  Boohford.  For  the  monaments  and  stones  to 
the  memory  of  the  Bey.  J.  0.  White,  the  Rot.  B.  Spenoer  and  other  B^oton 
and  Curates  in  the  Chnrch  and  Charchjard,  see  farther  on. 

p  6 
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third  broken  "to  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Waight'' 
A  flat  stone  "  to  John  Trent,  bom  at  Layington  Hall 
in  Wiltshire,  who  departed  this  life  at  Rawreth  Hall, 
October  11th,  1703,  aged  40  years,  and  another  to  Mrs. 
Ann  Trent,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Trent,  who  departed 
this  life  at  Rawreth  Hall  in  Essex,  Aug.  27th,  1727, 
aged  27,  also  2  children,  John  and  Elizabeth  Trent." 
An  upright  BUme  ^  to  the  memory  of  John  Harewood, 
who  died  Nov.  20th,  1752,  aged  80  years.''  A  vault 
wherein  ^'  lie  the  remains  of  Edmund  Taylor  of  this 
parish,  who  died  June  5th,  1793,  aged  49,  and  like- 
wise of  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  Feb.  1st,  1809,  aged 
62  years.''  On  the  south  side  of  the  Church  is  a  flat 
stone  with  arms  engraved  thereon,  ^^Here  lyeth  the 
body  of  Mr.  Nicholas  •  Dawes,  Sen',  late  of  this 
parish,  formerly  of  London,  gentleman,  who  died  Sep' 
11th,    1776,    aged  63  years.      Bequiescat  in  pace. 

*  An  honeit  maa  is  the  noblest  work  of  Gk)d."— Pope. 

The  arms  are,  ^^  On  a  bend  cottised  between  six  battle 
axes,  three  swans.  Crest  a  battle  axe  erect  Or,  on 
the  point  a  wyvem,  volant,  sans  legs."  In  Warbur- 
ton's  "  New  map  of  Essex,  &c.,  London  1720,"  the 
arms  of  Sir  William  Dawes,  third  Bart,  and  Lord 
Archbishop  of  York,  are  blazoned  as  follows,  "  The 
see  of  York,  impaling,  arg.  on  a  bend  az.  cotised  gu. 
between  6  battle  axes  sa.  three  swans  or.  in  dexter 
chief  the  Ulster  badge."  The  Archbishop  is  said  to 
have  Uved  at  Lyons  in  Booking  parish,  in  a  fine  old 
house  with  ten  beautifully  moulded  terra  cotta  or 
brick  chimnies  grouped  together  in  the  most  pic- 
turesque manner,  comprising  a  single  shaft,  a  double, 
treble  and  quadruple  shafted  chimney.   The  Baronetey 

*  In  the  Eaflfc  AnRlioan  Vol.  H.  No.  zzxriii.  page  40,  he  is  wrongly  oalled 
**Thoina8  Dawes  and  the  date  1783/'  bat  no  snoh  name  or  date  ia  to  be 
found  in  the  Bawreth  registers.  There  is  a  Nicholas  Dawee  interred  in 
Stock  Churoh  yard,  who  died  in  1799,  with  arms  on  the  monnnieni.  Whether 
related  to  him  of  Rawreth,  or  the  Archbishop's  familv  we  do  noi  know. 
The  arms  on  these  tombs  may  be  spurious,  and  the  pedigree  ol  the  < 
rcquircB  to  bo  worked  out  and  proved. 
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was  created  iti  1663  and  extinct  in  1741.  Near  this 
tomb  are  several  head  stones  to  the  Deeley  family, 
**  John  Deeley,  of  Battles  Bridge  Mill,  died  July  9th, 
1827,  aged  56  years,  and  Mary  his  wife  died  March 
24th,  1825,  aged  54  years,  also  several  daughters. '* 
Stones  **  in  memory  of  Aaron  Adey,  late  of  this  parish, 
who  departed  this  life  April  4th,  1806,  in  the  74th 
year  of  his  age;  also  Jane,  his  mother,  aged  84  years. 
To  Mr.  Aaron  Adey,  late  of  Dolyman's  farm  in  this 
parish,  who  died  Novr.  9th,  1826,  in  the  62nd  year 
of  his  age,  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  Augt.  16, 
1812,  aged  41  years.'*  An  altar  tomb  to  the  south 
of  the  chancel  surrounded  by  iron  railings  ^^to  the 
memory  of  John  Goldstone,  of  Beak  Hall,  who  died 
Deer.  28rd,  1868,  aged  78  years.  Ann  wife  of  the 
above  who  died  21st  April,  1861,  a^ed  64  years.'* 
Head  stone  to  "  Ann  Digby,  wife  of  John  Digby  of 
Hadleigh,  who  departed  this  life  March  30th,  1796, 
aged  28  years.  To  Jane,  wife  of  William  Peacock, 
late  of  Beaches,  who  died  in  1799,  aged  38  years." 
On  the  north  side  of  the  Church  is  a  stone  *^  to  the 
memory  of  Emma,  wife  of  James  Pavitt  of  Battles 
Bridge  Mill,  whodied  May  19th,  1875,  a^ed  58 years." 
Her  maiden  name  was  Spencer,  and  their  only 
daughter  Mary  Spencer  is  married  to  G.  H.  White, 
of  Burrels  Alqrs,  sixth  son  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  C. 
White.  This  Mr.  Pavitt's  father,  James,  married  a 
Miss  Hawkes,  descended  from  a  brother  of  Thomas 
Hawkes  who  suffered  martyrdom  at  Coxshall  in  1555. 
This  was  the  victim  who  having  no  support  but  God 
alone,  agreed  with  his  friends  that  if  the  rage  of  pain 
when  in  the  fire  was  tolerable,  and  he  could  retain 
his  mind  tranquil,  he  would  lift  up  his  hands  towards 
heaven  before  he  gave  up  the  ghost,  which  he  did 
with  his  speech  gone,  his  skin  contracted,  and  holding 
his  hands  flaming  over  his  head,  as  if  in  an  ecstasy  of 
joy,  clapped  them  thrice  together.      "  To  Jane,  wife 
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of  William  Clark  of  Trinders,  who  died  Novr.  25ih, 
1856,  aged  45  years."  She  was  daughter  of  Lionel 
and  Elizabeth  Mayhew  of  Mucking-ford,  formerly  of 
Curies  farm  in  Clavering  in  Essex.  '*To  Walter 
Clark  her  son,  who  died  Feby.  21st,  1876,  ifeed  30 
years."  His  widow,  Susannah  Isabella,  is  third 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Wallis  of  Orsett.  There 
are  stones  likewise  to  the  families  of  Enos,  Handley, 
Wendon,  Railing,  Galton,  Harwood,  Raven,  Grout 
and  Archer. 

The  Church  is  a  Rectory  and  all  along  in  the  gift 
of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Prittlewell,  saving  that 
being  a  Priory  alien,  the  revenues  were  seized  by  the 
Crown.  But  the  Priory  being  made  Indigena  they 
were  restored  and  continued  in  them  till  their  sup* 
pression.  After  which  this  Advowson  was  granted  in 
Socage  by  Edward  YI.  Reg.  4.  to  Richard  Farmar, 
who  alienated  to  Laurence  and  William  HoUingworth, 
who  presented  in  1576,  the  next  vacancy  after  Antony 
Huse  had  presented  by  virtue  of  a  grant  by  the  said 
Prior  and  Convent  before  their  dissolution.  Af);er 
this  the  Advowson  was  in  Thomas  Andrewes,  who 
died  in  1593.  His  son,  Bishop  Andrewes,  then  had 
it,  who  left  it  to  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  William 
Andrewes^  and  after  him  to  the  Master  and  Fellows 
of  Pembroke  Hall,*  Cambridge.  Huse  presented 
Jacob  Sumner  f  B.A.,  the  25th  May,  1548,  who  died 
in  1576.  Richard  Mason,  likewise  Vicar  of  Great 
Henny,  succeeded  him.  He  died  9th  December,  1624, 
aged  94  years,  being  48  years  Rector.       From  the 

Rawreth  registers  we  glean  that Jackson, 

M.A.  succeeded  him,  he  died  in  London,  and  like- 
wise had  the  Rectory  of  the  parish  of  St.  Albans 

*  Fuller  Baith,  Bawreth  Rectory  in  the  Diocese  of  London,  Taloed  at 
£20  138  4d.  did  belong  to  this  Hall,  to  whom  Bishop  Andrews  gare  £1^000 
in  money,  to  bay  two  Fellowships. 

t  There  are  soTeral  inaocoraoieB  in  the  Rawreth  Registers  respecting 
Snmner  and  Mason. 


^ 
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near  Woodstreet;  he  only  held  Rawreth,  given  him 
by  Bishop  Andrews,  •  six  days.  Bishop  Andrewes 
was  Master  of  Pembroke  Hall  1598,  Dean  of  West- 
minster 1601,  consecrated  Bishop  of  Chichester 
3  Nov.  1606,  Lord  High  Almoner  1605,  Bishop 
of  Ely  22  Sep.  1609,  Privy  Councillor  of  England 
29  Sep.  1616,  Dean  of  the  Chapel  Royal  1  Jan. 
1619,  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  Prelate  of  the 
Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter  18  Feb.  1619. 
Will  dated  22  and  proved  26  Sep.  1626.  Died 
unmarried  25  Sept.,  aged  71,  and  Duried  11  Nov. 
1626  in  the  Church  of  St.  Saviour,  Southwark.  He 
lies  under  an  altar  tomb  with  recumbent  effigy  sculp- 
tured in  stone  in  the  Ladye  chapel,  the  canopy  and 
inscription  being  gone.  Jackson  was  succeeded  in 
this  Rectory  by  John  Browning,  f  Bachelor  of 
Divinity,  in  1625,  who  was  brought  up  at  St.  Peter's 
College  and  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge ;  he 
was  presented  by  Lancelot  Andrews,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester. Walker's  sufferings  of  the  Clergy  records 
that  ^  John  Browning,  B.D.,  Rector  of  Rawreth  and 
Rector  of  Homchurch,  was  a  native  of  the  County  of 
Worcester,  and  first  became  Scholar  of  Jesus  College 
in  Cambridge  and  afterwards  Fellow  and  almoner  of 
Peter  House,  then  domestic  Chaplain  to  Andrewes, 
then  Bishop  of  Ely;  by  whom  he  was  presented  to 

*  The  heir  of  Bishop  Andrews  has  already  been  alladed  to,  bafc  we  hare 
been  indebted  to  the  reiearohes  of  H.  W.  King,  Esqre.  to  olear  up  his 
anoestrj.  His  Grandfather  was  Thomas  Andrews,  a  oarpenter  of  Horndon- 
on-the-Hill  (buried  at  Homdon  in  1567-8)  whose  son  Thomas,  bom  at 
Homdon,  became  Master  of  the  Trinity  Uonse,  and  was  buried  in  the 
CSinroh  of  All  Hallows,  Barking.  He  was  the  father  of  Lancelot  Andrewes, 
bom  at  Barldng  in  1555,  educated  at  Merohant  Taylors'  School  and  Pem- 
broke Hall,  Cambridge,  M.  A.  and  D.D.  A  daughter  named  Martha  married 
Bobert  Salmon  of  Leigh.  Besides  the  Advowson,  the  Bishop  had  the  farm 
of  BorrellB  in  this  Parish.    Bee  Palin's  '<  More  about  Siifiord." 

t  In  the  BoT.  T.  W.  Dayids'  Annals  of  Byangelical  Nonconformity  (page 
152)  will  be  found  a  letter  of  Brownings  to  Bishop  Land  respocting  the 
irregular  practices  of  Thomas  Hooker,  curate  of  Chelmsford,  who  after. 
wards  sailed  from  the  Downs  in  1633,  and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Cambridge,  N.E. 
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the  former  of  those  Livings,  as  he  was  to  the  latter  of 
them  by  John,  Lord  Maynard,*  but  dispossessed  of 
both  in  the  times  of  the  RebeUion.'^f  John  Man,  M«  A. 
of  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge,  succeeded,  coming 
into  possession  two  months  after  Browning's  death  in 
1648.  He  was  presented  to  the  Living  by  William 
Andrewes,  heir  of  Lancelot  Andrewes,  patron  of  the 
Rectory.  Man  subscribed  the  Essex  xestimcmy  in 
1648,  and  was  returned  in  1650  as  *  a  godly  and 
painful  minister.'  Land's  MSS.  459.  He  conformed 
at  the  Restoration,  and  died  16  of  November,  1666. 
William  Abell,  A.M.,  senior  of  Pembroke  College, 
was  the  next  Rector,  and  died  in  London  in  1670. 
Michael  Pindar  was  instituted  20  July  in  the  same 
year,  and  died  in  1679.  Francis  Grigg,  A.M.,  suc- 
ceeded, and  died  in  1704.  Returning  to  the  Rawreth 
Registers  we  find  that  Thomas  Ralph  X  his  successor 
died  at  Ingatestone  in  1755.  Richard  Spenser,  A3i. 
the  next  Incumbent  was  presented  July  IGth,  1755. 
He  found  the  house  and  premises  going  to  ruin,  and 

•  Thii  if  ftn  error,  m  Homehvrok  wm  and  !■  ia  tike  gift  of  New  OoUeg*, 
Oxford,  aad  Is  a  Yioarage,  not  a  Beotory.  Browning  had  prerionalj  been 
Beotor  of  Little  Xaston  in  1634  and  Great  Xaaton  in  1639,  both  in  Lofrd 
Maynaxd'fl  gift}  henoe  the  miatake. 

•f-  Amongst  the  Bojaliet  Oompoaition  Papera,  Vol.  14,  pa^  779,  aeoond 
■eriea,  la  an  aoooant  of  the  Delinqnenoy  of  Thomaa  Brownmge  of  Baaez, 
Clarke,  rii :  that  he  deserted  his  dwellinff  and  went  and  lired  in  the  ene- 
miee  quarters,  and  was  Ghaplaine  to  the  Cord  Wentworth  who  was  Colonel 
in  the  Royalist  Armj,  bat  oame  in  and  surrendered  to  Sir  Thomaa  iFairfax 
at  Truro  in  1645,  and  took  the  National  Corenant  in  1646,  before  SamL 
Gibson,  li.B.  minister  of  Margarett*a  Westminster  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  NegatiTo  oath.  In  his  composition  for  his  estate,  which  was  a  life  one^ 
he  speaks  of  his  two  brothers,  William  and  Samuel.  The  will  of  his  Grand. 
father,  William  Browninge,  flrom  whom  he  deriTcd  his  estate  ia  dated  2S 
April,  1 635.  His  land  and  tenementa  were  in  Bajleigh,  Bawreth,  HocUav, 
fianningfleld  and  Bamsden  Bellowea  in  the  Gountj  of  Saaex,  of  the  year^ 
Value  beiore  theae  troublea  £189  lOs.  His  father,  Jeremy  Browninge  bad 
lands  II nd  tenements  in  Bmmham  called  Boters.  His  uncle,  Halaohy 
Browneinge  was  of  Woodham  ifierris  and  Maldon.  Dannyell  and  Jeremy 
Browninge,  ffiranoia  Goumey  and  Elisabeth  Bobina  had  annuitiea  of  £8 
eaoh  out  of  the  estate.  He  mentions  his  chamber  at  Cambridge  which 
contained  certain  goods,  books,  bedding,  hangings  and  other  appurtenanaea 
worth  £40.  His  fine  was  £318.  His  pasa  to  London  and  thence  to  Bases 
for  himself,  serrant  and  two  horses  was  signed  by  Ffairfax  17  of  March  1646. 

X  See  charities  further  on. 
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repaired  the  one  since  pulled  down  by  Mr.  White. 
He  died  the  last  day  of  May  1762,  was  buried  the 
5th  June,  and  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Milburn,  A.M. 
There  is  a  curious  anecdote  of  Milburn  handed  down 
to  the  late  Rector,  that  according  to  seniority  in  the 
College  he  came  and  inspected  the  Living  before 
Spenser,  and  having  crossed  the  bridge  and  marshes, 
beheld  an  old  tumble  down  Rectory  House,  and  not 
being  much  impressed  with  the  aspect  of  the  Coiwtry, 
he  declined  the  preferment,  but  coming  again  after 
Spenser's  death,  he  saw  tlmigs  in  a  more  favourable 
light,  liked  it  better,  the  house  being  in  better  con- 
dition and  containing  a  young  widow.  In  short  he 
took  both  Living  and  Lady.  In  the  chancel  is  a  stone 
with  this  inscription,  "  Jhi  memariam  Rich^  Spencer^ 
A.M.,  kujua  ParochMB  Rectaris  qui  obtit  A.D.  1762. 
(Etatia  vera  suce  35^*  Anna  Conjux  ejus  Hoc  Saxum. 
B.  M.  L.  P.,"  which  letters  have  been  rendered  in 
various  ways:  £me  merente  lugens  pasuii^  or  Bene 
merente  lubens  pastdt^  or  Bene  manius  Iwenter  pasuit  and 
Bene  merita  lugens  pasuit.  One  of  Milbum's  sons  re- 
tired to  Great  Baddow,  and  died  at  Chelmsford,  having 
married  his  second  wife  from  Cricksea.  In  the  Church 
rard  is  an  altar  tomb  ^^  To  the  memory  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Milburn,  M.  A.,  Rector  of  this  parish,  who  died 
May  8th,  1775,  aged  61  years.  Abo  of  Ann  his  wife, 
who  died  12th  March,  1813,  aged  (apparently)  76." 
He  was  succeeded  by  John  Wilgress,  A.M.,  likewise 
Fellow  of  Pembroke  College,  the  same  year,  who  died 
15th  Feby.  1821,  at  Eltham,  in  the  81st  year  of  his 
M;e.  He  held  likewise  a  Living  in  Suffolk,  was  an 
absentee  and  reader  at  the  Temple  Church,  London. 
Jolm  Calcutta  White,  A.M.,  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
White,  Esq.,  the  founder  of  Sion  College  in  London, 
was  the  next  Rector.  He  was  bom  at  Colchester, 
educated  at  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge,  where 
he  was  seventh  Wrangler  (in  Herschel's  year),  and 
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afterwards    a  Fellow  of  the  College,  till  presented 
to   the  Living  of  Rawreth.     He  was  at   one  time 
Professor    of  'Mathematics    at    Sandhurst    Military 
.Ciollege.     He  married  first,  in  1825,  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Mr.  T.  Pyne  of  Boyces,   in  South  Bemfleet,   by 
whom  he  had  five  sons  and   six  daughters.      Two 
sons  emigrated  to   America,  and  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  civu  war  volunteered  into  the  Federal  sendee 
and  went  through  the  whole  of  the  war.     The  elder 
one,  John  Claudius,  was  Major  in  the  3rd  Pennsylvania!! 
Cavalry,  was  honorablv  mentioned  several  times  in 
despatches  and  escaped  without  a  wound.     The  third 
son,  Percy  Henry,  was  Major  in  the  7th  Pennsylvanian 
Cavalry;  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee  and  made 
prisoner  but  afterwards  exchanged.     The  second  schi, 
Lancelot  Andrewes,  is  in  Ceylon,  with  the  rank   of 
Major  on  the  Medical  staff.     The  fifth  son,  Arthur 
Calcutta,  M.D.,  of  Stoke  Newington,  married  Alice 
Cottee  of  North  Shoebury.     Of  the  daughters,  Anna 
Cordelia  married  a  Mr.  Hewett.     Harriet  Eempthorne 
to  John  Mac  Farland.      There   is  a  white  marble 
tablet  on  black  marble  groimd  on  the  south  wall  of 
the  Chancel  with  '^  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Sarah, 
the  affectionate  and  beloved  wife  of  the  Rev.  John 
Calcutta  White,  A.M.,  Rector  of  this  parish.      Bom 
25  Sep.,  1800.     Died  3  July,  1848.     Who,  joyful 
through  hope  and  rooted  in  charity,  was  saved  by 
faith  in  the  alone  merits   of  the  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus   Christ."      Three  daughters   rest  with    their 
mother  in  the  vault  below.      The  Rev.  J.  C.  White 
married  secondly  Lucy,  daughter  of  Mr.  Pecke,  of 
Dover,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  George  Herbert 
and  Ernest  White.     She  died  Jany.  4th,  1860,  aged 
43  years.     Mr.  White  married  thirdly  Frances  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Furrier  Smith,  Brewer,  of  Ashford 
in  Kent,  who  survives  him.     He  died  Sep.  30th,  at 
the  Rectory  in  1873,  and  is  buried  to  the  north  of 
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the  Church  by  the  side  of  his  second  wife.  Upon  a 
body  stone,  protected  by  chains  is,  ^^  Sacred  to  the 
memory  of  the  Rev.  John  Calcutta  White,  for  51 
years  Rector  of  this  parish,  who  died  30th  Sep.  1872, 
aged  81  years."  Upon  another  are  inscriptions  to 
one  of  his  sons  ^^  Francis  Thomas  White,  M.D.,  who 
died  Aug.  17th,  1861,  aged  24  years,  and  to  Charlotte 
Anna  Maria  White,  a  daughter  who  died  suddenly  at 
school  and  is  buried  here  also."  On  the  north  wall 
of  the  nave  of  the  Church  is  a  tablet  to  Mr.  White, 
with  the  above  inscription  to  him,  and  the  words: 
"  Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  down,  neither  shall  thy 
moon  withdraw  itself,  for  the  Lord  shall  be  thine 
everlasting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  mourning  shall 
be  ended.  In  loving  and  grateful  remembrance  of 
the  above  this  tablet  is  erected  by  her  to  whom  he 
was  ever  a  most  tender  and  affectionate  husband  and 
a  wise  and  faithful  friend."  The  present  Rector,  the 
Rev.  Godfrey  George  Kemp,  M.A.,  late  Fellow  of 
Pembroke,  was  formerly  Curate  of  St.  Botolph's,  Cam- 
bridge, and  bom  in  Rutland.  .  He  signed  the 
Remonstrance  on  the  Purchas  Judgment. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  Curates. 
John  Manlone,  Curate,  March  27th,  1676,  signs  an 
entry  that  ^^Braches"  was  destitute  of  a  tenant. 

Thomas  Hurst,  Curate  1737.    Sargeant,  1 750. 

Home,  1767.  T.  Archer  1778  to  1779.  Mutlow, 
1800.  R.  B.  Francis  from  1800  to  1803.  Cavalier 
Jouet.  He  is  buried  here  to  the  south  east  of  the 
Church  with  a  headstone,  ^^  In  memory  of  the  Rev. 
Cavalier  Jouet,  Curate  of  this  parish,  who  died  Oct. 
29th,  1810,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age.''  Thomas 
GUpin  from  1810  to  1821.  Thomas  Pyne,  1825. 
He  was  only  brother  to  the  first  Mrs.  White,  and  is 
now  incumbent  of  Hooke,  Kingston-upon-Thames. 
Thomas  Donkin  from  1830  to  1831.  Stewart  Smyth, 
B.A.,  an  Irishman,  from  1860  to  1863.     He  after- 
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wards  bad  the  Living  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hoxton,  and 
died  about  five  years  since  from  sheer  overwork. 
John  Matthews  from  1864  to  1865.  He  is  now 
Vicar  of  All  Hallows,  Bromley,  Middlesex.  Joseph 
Eahn  1865,  formerly  a  German  Jew,  brought  up 
bv  Bev.  Mr.  Jennings  of  Hockley.  John  Escreet, 
M.A.,  of  Cambridge,  from  1866  to  1868,  son  of 
Mr.  £screet,  and  brother  of  Thomas  Escreet  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  He  was  at  one  time  assistant 
Curate  of  St.  Peter's,  Stepney.  D.  R.  Watson, 
Humphrey  M.  Wightwick,  officiating  Ministers. 
F.  W.  Hungate,  1870  to  1871.     W.  H.  Allen,  1871. 

The  registers  commence  in  1539,  and  altogether 
for  arrangement,  clearness  and  perfect  condition, 
about  the  best  preserved  in  the  Hundred.  Amongst 
the  bantisms  ^^  1544.  Agnes  Freebume,  daughter  of 
John  Freebume  and  Ames  his  wife,  bap.  8th  A^nst. 
1545,  Hayes  mentioned,  and  Prentice.  1550  West- 
wood.  1555  Sudburie.  1625  Trotter.  1627  Mr. 
Richard  Braband,  of  London,  merchant.  1629, 
Browning.  1638  William  Bitteridge,  son  <^ 
Rpger  and  ffirizeweed  his  wife,  bap.  17  Feby. 
1691  Samon."  Amount  the  marriages,  1581  An* 
thonie  Rayleigh.  1636  Roger  Bitteridge  widower 
and  ffreetweed  Greene,  July  28th.  Isaac  Sudbury 
and  Ann  Skilsby,  from  Little  Comard  in'  Suffolk, 
about  1642,  and  married  here.''  Amongst  the  burials 
1 559,  John  Sudburye.  1 600,  Richard  Haies.  1 623, 
Pepper.  1632  Margaret  Bitteridge,  the  wife  of  Soger 
Bitteridge  '*  att  Beachous ''  buried  25  June.  Mary 
Benton  of  Rawreth  buried  at  Rettendon  where  her 
&ther  lived.     1728,  Christopher  Trent." 

There  are  several  entries  of  the  Shakespeare  famify. 
^  1723  Asser  Vassal  and  Judith  Shakespeare  Sepr. 
17th,  married.  1727  John  Shakespeare  was  buried 
Feby.  6th.    1740,  Feby.  17,  Joseph  Shakespear*.'' 

•  He  WAB  onl  J  brother  of  John  of  Bawretli. 
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These  Shakespeares  were  descended  firom  Samuel 
Shacksp^  and  Susan  Bhackspear  of  Hornchurch, 
whose  third  son,  William,  was  father  of  John  Shake- 
spear  of  Rawreth,  who  had  to  wife  Elizabeth  ■ 
He  made  his  will  in  1 728  and  died  in  1 727.  He  left 
two  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  and  an  only  daughter 
Judith*  ^^  Shakespare "  married  to  Asser  Vassal. 
These  Shakespeares  seem  to  have  been  simply  yeomen, 
tolerably  well  to  do  in  worldly  circumstances,  but 
without  education,  as  neither  Susan  of  Hornchurch  or 
John  of  Bawreth  were  able  to  write  their  names.  In 
their  wills  no  heir  looms  or  manuscripts  are  mentioned, 
neither  are  there  any  allusions  tending  to  show  their 
kmdred  to  the  great  poet.  See  Yeley's  pedigree  of 
the  Shakeperes  of  Essex  in  vol.  iii.,  part  ii.,  page  65 
of  the  Essex  Archaelogical  Transactions. 

Amongst  the  notices  of  briefs  is  one  of  lis.  6d.  in 
1661  for  the  benefit  of  the  Duke  of  Lithuania,  one  to 
the  Church  of  Strasburgh  in  1664  of  9s.  and  in 
1669  for  the  redemption  of  captives  under  the 
Turks  5s.  lOd. 

There  is  an  entry  in  the  Re^ster  book,  being  an 
extract  firom  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ralph,  who 
died  m  1 755,  by  Rev.  T.  Milbum.  Ralph  was  Rector 
of  Ingatestone.  He  left  £500  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  on  condition  that  wey  should 
pay  yearly  £1  to  Ingatestone,  and  £1  to  Rawreth  for 
the  poor,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  interest  should  be 
yearly  distributed  by  the  said  Corporation  in  such 
manner  as  will  effectually  answer  the  design  of  their 
Institution.  -  This  sum  was  formerly  paid  to  the 
Rector,  and  laid  out  by  the  Churchwardens  in  the 
porchase  of  bread  which  was  distributed  at  Christmas 
in  the  presence  of  the  Rector,  amongst  all  the  poor 
belongmg  to  the  parish  accoiding  to  the  number  in 
family.    The  distribution  used  to  take  place  in  tiie 

^  She  WHi  their  yooBgeet  ohild.    Bee  EastwoocU 
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Church,  according  to  a  list  previously  made  out  for 
the  purpose.  An  account  of  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  was  regularly  kept.  The  Charity 
Commissioners  in  their  report  in  1 839  state  that  a 
sum  of  £5  5s.  7|d.  due  to  the  poor  in  I833|  and 
received  by  the  then  Churchwarden,  Jeffery  Mayn, 
had  never  been  accounted  for,  and  they  could  get  no 
reply  to  their  various  letters  on  the  subject.  There 
are  at  the  present  time  several  years  arrears  due  to 
this  parish. 

There  are  14  rods  of  ground  called  Parish  ground, 
adjoining  Beke  Hall,  belonging  to  the  parish.  It  was 
mven  by  St.  John's  College,  and  is  held  by  the 
Churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  as  Trustees.  Upon 
it  formerly  stood  the  poor  house,  known  as  Parish 
Offices,  which  was  accidentally  burnt  down  by  the 
late  Wilham  Merryfield  of  Doggets,  when  a  boy,  by 
thoughtlessly  discharging  the  contents  of  a  pistol  into 
the  thatch.  The  rent  of  this  piece  of  ground  to- 
gether with  the  rents  derived  from  the  allotments  on 
the  Shot  are  now  applied  to  the  Schools,  &c. 

Traces  of  Roman  occupation  have  been  found  on 
DoUermans  (up  Double-gate  lane)  consisting  of  cups 
with  saucers  and  tiles;  and  on  Raymonds,  in  1848, 
was  found  some  pottery  with  calcined  bones,  reclining 
on  a  trench  of  large  tiles  in  an  old  bank,  together 
with  a  small  female  head  in  white  clay,  and  spear 
heads,  by  Bedlow  (a  brother  of  the  Dropsy  Doctor). 
This  head  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Roach  Smith, 
the  celebrated  antiquary.  A  copper  coin  of  Carausius 
has  likewise  been  picked  up  in  this  vicinity.  An 
image  of  brass  was  found  upon  Boxes,  in  1 860,  by 
George  Lynn,  but  does  not  apparently  date  veryfiEir  back. 

A  base  attempt  at  murder  was  made  in  this  parish, 
in  1860,  between  Rawreth  Shot  and  Chichester  Hall, 
the  intended  victim  being  John  T.  Chapman  the 
Rochford  mail  contractor,  who  was  waylaio,  fmd  had 
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a  narrow  escape.  A  rope  was  stretched  across  the 
road  from  tree  to  tree,  and  the  concussion  upon  the 
cord  catching  the  horse  was  so  great  that  the  seals  of 
the  collar  were  broken,  and  a  gun  was  discharged 
twice,  the  first  time  lodging  the  contents  in  her 
Majesty's  conveyance,  which  was  sadly  defaced. 

Thomas  Bedloe  or  Bedlow,    the    Quack  Doctor, 
flourished  here  for  a  lengthened  period.      He  was 
celebrated  for  his  cure  of  dropsy,  ague  and  rheuma- 
tism, and  was  a  great  herbalist.      He   came  from 
Basildon,  being  burnt  out  of  house  and  home.     On  a 
board  in  his  garden  by  the  three  wantz  road  near 
Carters  was  inscribed,   ^^  Thomas  Bedlow,  hog,  dog 
and  cattle  doctor,  immediate  relief  and  perfect  cure 
for  persons  in  the  dropsy,  also  eating  cancer."    He 
used  herbs  principally,   but  drugs  were  employed 
occasionally.     The  first  Mrs.  White  explained  apothe- 
caries weight  and  symbols  to  him.      Me  and  his  two 
brothers,  James  and  William,  used  to  play  at  Church 
on  the  bass-viol,  clarionet,  &c«,  the  hog  doctor  being 
leader  of  the  choir.     He  is  said  to  have  contradicted 
Mr.  White  openly  in  the  pulpit,  and  quarrelled  with 
him,  after  which  time  he  gave  up  Church  and  joined 
the  New  Lights  at  Daws'-heath.     He  was  concerned 
in  a  general  agitation  against  the  new  poor  law,  and 
attended  a  meeting  of  an  uproarious  character  at  the 
Carpenter's  Arms,  at  which  the  notorious  Joseph 
Hume,  M.P.  promised  to  come,  but  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance.     He  had  a  pig  born  with  an  elephant's 
trunk  in  miniature,  which  he  preserved  in  spirits;  his 
brother  travelling  with  it  on   exhibition.       People 
came  from  all  parts  to  consult  him,  as  he  was  famed 
for  several  marvellous  cures  as  a  cattle  doctor,  and 
many  persons  now  living  can  testify  to  his  ability. 

Note  to  page  660.  We  hare  diioorered  rinoe  writing  the  aoooaxii  of 
Bmwreth.hall  that  the  moiefy  of  that  estate  in  George  White  was  deriTed 
from  Edward  Moone,  gent,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  who  alienated  it  to  the 
•aid  George  White  and  Catherine  his  wife  and  their  heirs.  This  Bdward 
Koone  was  son  and  heir  of  Beginald  Koone. 


688  THK  HWrOBT  OF 


RAYLEIGH. 


DmVATIOir  OF  NAMl^THl  OASTLB-SUSNI— ICABKKT  AHD 
FAIB^THl  PABK,  KAN0B8,  AND  LAWUBSS  00nBT-.0THSK 
BSTATXS  —  GH17R0H  —  INSOaiFTIONS  —  AKCIEMT  OH APEL — THB 
GUBGY  ^  IXTBAOTB  FROM  THB  BBGISTBR8  —  DISSVNTnfO 
OHAPBL--OHABimS— ANTIQ0rnB8,  dn. 

AYLEI6H  was  formerly  the  most  important 
town  in  the  Hundred,  being  the  head  of  a 
great  honor  or  barony,  to  which  belonged 

great  privileges.  This  parish  is  written  in  records 
legeneia,  Ri^heleia,  Ragley,  Bagleigh,  Ralegh,  Ray- 
lee,  Raylegh  and  Raylil.  Morant  attributes  its  deri- 
vation from  the  two  Saxon  words,  Raa,  a  roe-buck  or 
wild  goat  ;  and  ley,  a  pasture.  It  is  bounded  by  the 
following  8  parishes,  viz :  Hocklev,  Hackwell,  Roch- 
ford,  Eastwood,  Hadleigh,  Thundersley,  Nor^  Bemr 
fleet  and  Rawreth.  It  has  an  acreage  of  2874  acres 
and  3  poles,  of  which,  in  1840,  56  acres  3  roods  16 
poles  were  roads  and  waste,  26  acres,  2  roods,  1  pole 
wood  land,  42  acres  and  5  poles  glebe  land^  478  acres 
2  roods,  25  poles  nasture,  3  roods,  21  poles,  church  and 
church-yard,  ana  the  rest  arable.  There  are  8 
miles  of  road.  In  the  certificate  of  chantries  it  is 
described  as  ^^a  very  populous  town  having  in  it 
about  three  hundred  houseling  people  or  communi- 
cants, and  far  from  the  Church.  (For  an  explanation 
of  this  passage  see  further  on.)  There  was  a 
valuation  of  tikis  parish  made  in  1801,  by  Francis 
Perry  (who  subscribes  his  mark)  and  Thomas  King. 
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Thej  rated  the  parish  at  £2079.  In  1830  there  were 
230  dwelling  houses  and  cottages.  In  1835  it 
had  a  population  of  1339,  which  in  1862  had 
increased  to  1433,  with  a  rateable  yalue  of 
£6026  15s.  The  pastures  surrounding  the  town 
are  very  good,  and  there  is  some  good  and  use- 
ful land  under  tillage  stretching  towa^  Bayleich 
Lodge.  Towards  Rawreth  the  land  is  heavy,  tm  we 
side  next  North  Bemfleet  the  soil  is  more  adhesive, 
and  generally  stubborn  and  clayey  next  Thundersley 
and  Eastwood,  but  bordering  on  Hawkwelland  Hock- 
ley it  is  lighter  but  springy.  At  the  period  of  the 
survey*  it  was  held  by  Suene,  son  of  Robert  the 
Staller,  and  Grandson  of  a  noble  Norman  lady  named 
Wimarcef  who  had  lately  re-erected  or  rather  re- 
paired the  castle  situated  on  the  mound  to  the  north 
west  of  the  town,  and  is  remarkable  as  being  the  only 
castle  mentioned  in  Essex  Domesday.  It  appears  a 
fortress  of  older  date  existed  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  Confessor,  as  it  was  then  called  the  ruined  Castle, 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  stone  was 
used  in  either  structure,  but  probably  the  donjon 
was  built  of  wood,  and  protected  by  strong  palisades. 
The  upper  or  principal  mount  which  has  an  oval  shape 
is  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  defended  by  other 
embankments,  particularly  towards  the  east.  The 
western  side  is  circular  and  upwards  of  100  feet  high. 
The  other  of  an  oval  form  is  lower.  The  interior 
vallum  is  fifty  feet  high,  and  the  principal  ditch  is  in 
places  50  feet  and  in  others  30  feet  wide.    The  mount 

•  DoBMsdsy  Book  mm  oompiled  in  108%  and  nTO  the  rtJn&  of  iiie 
esftaies  at  three  periods,  fint  at  the  (nmrey,  eeoond  at  the  time  when  the 
lands  were  bestowed  by  William  the  Gonqneror,  and  thirdly  their  ralao 
before  the  oonqneety  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  aaoient 
chroniolers  said  of  the  old  reoordthat  it  was  so  aocorate  as  to  omit  *'n«o 
loeum,  nee  Jucwn,  nee  loewnJ" 

t  We  are  indebted  for  this  disoorery  to  Ohisenhale  Marsh,  who  in  his 
translation  of  Domesday  quotes  a  passage  f^om  William  of  FoiotierSy  thu 
eonfoting  the  suppositions  of  Salsuni  and  KonaL    See  FHttleweU. 
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was  opened  many  years  ago,  and  partially  re-examined 
circa  1840,  but  nothing  of  value  discovered.*  The 
Survey  tells  us  the  manor  rf  Rayleigh  was  held  by 
Suene  in  demesne  for  i  manor  and  v  hides.  There 
was  wood  for  xl  swine,  i  park  and  vi  arpennif  of 
vineyard,  which  yielded  xx  barrels  of  wine  in  a  good 
season.  It  was  worth  x  pounds  besides  the  wine. 
Where  this  vineyard  was  situated  is  open  to  con- 
jecture, but  somewhere  probably  on  a  slope  towards 
the  south.  Besides  the  villeins,  bordars  and  serfs, 
Suene  had  introduced  iv  Frenchmen,  who  held  ii. 
hides  with  iv  teams.  This  shows  a  bias  for  the  Noiv 
mans,  from  whom  he  partly  sprung.  This  manor  was 
one  of  the  fifty-five  subject  lordships  in  this  County 
alone,  and  had  nearly  80  Knight's  fees  dependent  on 
it,  the  lord  had  a  view  of  frank  pledge  and  the  court 
was  held  from  month  to  month.  From  a  manuscript 
called  the  book  of  the  Chamberlain  of  the  Honor  of 
Rayleigh,  compiled  by  the  industiy  of  John  Cook,  J 
Gentleman  and  Steward  of  the  Honor  in  the  21  at 
year  of  Elizabeth,  extracted  from  the  old  rental,  Court 
rolls  and  records  in  the  Tower  of  London,  Chancery 
and  Exchequer  of  the  said  Queen,  it  appears 
that  this  barony  besides  the  County  of  Essex  extended 
into  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Kent,  Bedford,  Hunting- 
don, Surrey  and  elsewhere.  These  records  commence 
from  the  time  of  Henrv  3,  and  extend  to  the  reign  of 
James  I.  In  this  book  are  given  the  names  of  the 
tenants  and  their  descent,  of  the  manors  and  customs, 
by  whom  held  and  by  what  service,  for  what  rent, 
number  of  acres,  where  situate  and  how  bounded,  and 
in  what  parish.    There  were  63  tenants  at  this  period. 

*  See  ftiiiher  on  reapeoiing  the  CmUo. 

f  The  measure  raried,  bat  was  less  than  an  acre. 

t  There  was  a  John  Cooke^  (temp  Sdward  VI.)  probably  the  sane  person 
as  aboTOy  who«  when  sole  Churchwarden  of  Bayleigh  Qinroh|  removed  and 
sold  the  Altar  in  Allen's  chapel.    See  ftirther  on. 
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This  John  Cook  was  formerly  Steward  to  Sir  Richard 
Riche,  Lord  Riohe,  having  been  appointed  by  deed 
with  all  fees  and  profits  of  Courts  thereto  belonging, 
and  afterwards  held  the  same  appointment  to  Sir  Robert 
Riche,  Knight,  Lord  Riche,  of  the  Lordships  or 
Manors  of  Rocheforde  Hall,  Foulness  hall.  Est  hall. 
South  hall,  Hawkewell  hall,  Leigh,  Estwood,  Had- 
leighe,  Prytwell  late  Priory,  Mylton  Hall,  Sutton 
Temple,  Southchurch,  South  Shoberye,  Hockley  and 
many  others  in  the  County  of  Essex,  together  with 
the  hundreds  of  Rochford,  Ongar  and  Harlowe.  The 
Town  at  an  early  date  possessed  a  market,  for  in  the 
year  1249,  Margaret  Countess  of  Kent  sued  Hugh  de 
Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  for  setting  up  a  market  at 
Prittlewell,  to  the  prejudice  of  her  market  at  "  Ralege." 
This  market,  now  extinct,  was  still  held  in  1694  on 
Saturdays,  but  a  fair  for  cattle,  sheep,  and  principally 
for  horses,  is  still  held  on  Trinity  Monday.  The  large 
open  space  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  is  well  adapted 
for  either  purpose.  There  was  formerly  a  line  of 
trees  extending  down  the  street,  which  perished 
from  age.  In  the  days  of  Suene  the  park  or 
forest  lands  extended  into  Eastwood,  and  seems  to 
have  joined  the  parks  of  Thundersley  and  JIadleigh. 
Norden's  map  (temp.  1694)  shows  a  brook,  having  its 
origin  in  Rayleigh  park.  This  stream  runs  through 
White  house  farm  on  the  Eastwood  road,  and  there  are 
plain  indications  now  existing  of  a  dam  in  connection 
with  a  water  mill,*  with  ponds  in  the  vicinity  called 
Fishponds.  This  park  was  of  considerable  extent,  and 
at  that  time  the  Park  House  or  Great  Lodge  was  pos- 
sessed by  "  Bradford  Berrys  and  Edmund  Berries." 

*  The  mill  pond  consisted  of  abont  two  acres,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
reeds  still  luxuriate.  Near  where  the  mill  wheel  was  placed,  is  an  oak  post 
with  the  letters  8.  B.  M.  P.  cut  thereon,  showing  the  boundary  of  South 
Bemfleet  Manor. 

• 

d7 
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It  was  held  by  Edward  Bury,*  who  died  in  1 583,  the 
park  aud  lands  then  being  disparked.  In  the  King's 
Book  of  Payments,  in  Nov.,  (12th  Henry  VIIL), 
at  Greenwich,  is,  *'  To  Fras.  Bryan,  for  taking  60  live 
deer  in  Rayleighf  Park,  Essex,  to  stock  Greenwich 
Park  with,  £20  ;  and  amongst  the  Privy  purse  ex- 
penses. Octavo  Book,  Henry  VIII.,  by  N,  H.  Nicolas, 
1827,  page  16,  is  "January  1630,  10th.  Item  the 
same  daye  paid  to  one  that  brought  quicke  dere  pro 
Raylaye  for  to  replenishe  grenewiche  parke  xxx'." 
and  page  19,  ''Item  the  xxiij.  daye  paid  to  purton 
yoman  of  the  foyles  for  taking  dere  in  Kayiaye  and  for 
Cariage  xxvj'  viij**."  The  date  of  Suene's  death  is 
unknown ;  but  he  was  succeeded  in  his  Barony  by  his 
son  Robert  de  Essex,  who  founded  the  Priory  of 
Prittlewell.  At  his  death,  his  son  Henry  succeeded 
to  his  honor  of  Ra)deigh,  and  was  likewise  possessed 
of  the  honor  of  Haganet,  or  Hawley,  in  Suffolk.  He 
was  Constable  and  hereditary  Standard-bearer  to 
Henry  II.,  and  incurred  great  disgrace  by  his 
cowardice  at  the  battle  of  Coleshull,  or  Coleslnll,  in 
Wales,  in  1163,  where  the  English  falling  into  an 
ambuscade  in  a  defile,  he  threw  down  the  Royal 
Standard  and  fled.     Six  years  after  this  event  Robert 

•  In  1540,  at  tho  disBolntion  of  Monasterien,  Henry  Sth  granted  the 
manor  of  Bui  fan -hall  (standing  at  the  east  end  of  the  Chnrch  of  Bnlyan 
as  late  as  176S,  with  appurtcnanccB)  «tc,  and  the  AdTOWBOn  of  the  Charoh, 
to  Edward  Bary,  gentleman  of  his  bedohamber,  and  his  hein.  This 
Kdward  presented  in  1553.  He  had  two  illegitimate  sons,  Joseph  and 
Bradford,  who  jointly  preeonted  to  this  Living  in  1616.  Henry  Bnry, 
Gent.,  presented  in  fcGl,  as  ho  did  sabseqnently  in  1681  jointly  with  his 
Bon  Ilonry,  and  again  in  1692  with  Jasper  Williams.  See  further  on,  and 
in  Eastwood  and  Little  Wakering. 

f  Hadleigh  and  Thnndereley  had  separate  parks.  In  tho  King's  Book  of 
A'pymcnts  of  tho  same  date,  there  is  an  aoconnt  of  the  expense  of  making 
tho  "  Kateryn  Plesance,''  for  transporting  the  King  to  Calais.  22  May.  10. 
Honry  viii.  •«  Wages  of  11  Carpenters  hewing  jiimber  in  Thundersley  Park, 
and  the  ground  of  the  prior  of  St.  Mary  Spytyll's,  paid  by  Wm.  Cotyll  at 
4d.  aud  6d.  a  day— 838.  9d.  Carriage  to  Bonypflett,  31  carts  at  4d.  each." 
Bt'P  Thundersley.  Ilayleigh  park  gate,  on  the  Eastwood  road»  is  mentioned 
in  the  Rord.  Edward  Robert's  perambulation  of  the  bounds,  in  1709. 
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de  Montfort  charged  him  with  treason,  and  being 
overcome  by  him  in  wager  of  battle,  was  shorn  a 
monk,  and  his  estates  Confiscated.*  Coleshill  wood 
is  still  called  by  the  Welsh,  "  Coed  Euloe,"  or  the 
wood  of  Euloe.  Euloe  Castle,  situated  on  a  rock,  on 
the  side  of  a  woody,  deep  and  narrow  ravine, 
about  a  bow  shot  across,  is  said  to  have  been  built 
by  Henry  II.  to  guard  against  a  similar  surprise. 
It  is  seldom  visited  by  tourists,  as  it  lies  some 
distance  from  the  road  amid  ferns  and  brushwood, 
about  4  miles  from  King's  Ferry,  across  the  Dee. 
The  castle,  which  is  in  Flintshire,  has  two  towers 
connected  with  an  oval  area.  A  stream  runs  through 
the  bottom  of  the  defile,  and  it  was  an  easy  matter 
for  the  Welsh,  led  by  the  Princes  Owain  Gwynnedd 
and  Rees  ap  GryflSith,  to  conceal  themselves,-and,  by 
a  sudden  assault,  to  put  their  enemies  to  the  rout. 
After  the  forfeiture  of  Henry  de  Essex,  Baron  of 
Baleigh,  this  most  valuable  inheritance  came  to  the 
Crown.  At  len^h  Henry  III.  granted  it  to  Hubert 
de  Burgh,  Lord  Chief  Justice,t  whom  he  created  Earl 
of  Kent.  Besides  the  Knight's  fees  belonging  to  this 
honor,  he  had  the  Hundred^  of  Rochford,  the  manor 

*  See  Prittlewell.    His  arms  were,  Argent,  an  Orle,  Gales. 

t  Hubert  de  Bnrghwaa  a  man  of  Bach  importance,  that  npon  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  Thomas  h  Beoket  in  Ganterbnrj  Cathedral,  in 
the  year  1220,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  bearers.  Two  years  notice  of 
this  event  had  been  circulated  thronghont  Europe,  and  there  was  such  an 
assemblage  as  had  never  before  been  collected  in  any  part  of  England, 
Becket  was  murdered  in  1170,  and  laid  in  a  marble  sarcophagus  the  follow- 
ing day  in  a  crypt,  under  Trinity  Chapel.  There  he  remained  until 
removed  to  the  upper  Church.  It  was  in  this  crypt  that  the  penance  of 
Henry  II.  took  place,  two  years  after  the  murder.  Upon  the  removal  of 
the  body,  the  chest  containing  the  bones  were  carried  on  the  shoulders  of 
Randolph,  the  Legate,  the  Archbishops  of  Bheims  and  Canterbury,  and 
Hnbert  de  Burg^,  Grand  Justiciary  of  England,  to  the  shrine  prepared  for 
them  behind  the  high  altar.  The  procession  was  led  by  King  Henry  HI., 
then  only  13  years  old. 

X  The  term  Hundred,  denotes  the  Jury,  partly  Normans  and  partly  early 
tSnglish  and  Saxon  inhabitants,  on  whose  evidence  the  survey  was  made. 
^h%  Sheriff  ealled  before  him  all  the  Barons,  the  Beves  of  the  Hundreds, 
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of  Uaganet,  in  Suffolk,  with  the  constablery  and 
Knight's-fees  thereof.  He  had  the  misfortune  to 
incur  the  King's  displeasure^  and  had  deposited  his 
treasures  with  the  Master  of  the  Temple,  consisting 
of  money,  gold  and  silver  vases  and  gems.  But  this 
being  discovered,  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  assign- 
ment thereof  to  the  King,  and  delivered  up  the  key 
of  his  treasures.  He  at  one  time  took  refuge  at  Mertou 
Abbey,  and  afterwards  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Thomas 
of  Canterbury,  at  Brentwood,  now  pulled  down. 
"  De  antiquis  Legibus  Liber^  sub  anno  1232/'  gives  an 
account  of  his  seizure,  "  m  quandam  Capellam  apud 
Boscum  Arsum''  (in  Brandewoode).  The  unfortunate 
Earl  was  in  bed,  but,  naked  as  he  was,  escaped  to  the 
Chapel,  from  whence  he  was  ultimately  starved  out. 
Most  of  his  property  and  estates  were  confiscated,  and 
he  ultimately  passed  the  concluding  years  of  his  life  at 
his  manor  of  Banstead,  in  Surrey^  a  striking  instance 
of  the  ingratitude  of  Princes.  See  Hadleigh,  page  230. 
Likewise  Matt.  Paris,  Matt.  Westmon,  Wykes'  Chron, 
Dunst.  Holinshed's  Chron.  &c.  After  his  death  in 
1243,  Margaret,  his  widow.  Countess  of  Kent,  and 
sister  to  the  King  of  Scotland,  held  the  manor  of 
Rayleigh,  the  Hundred  of  Rochford,  and  manor  of 
Eastwood.  She  died  in  1260  without  heir  of  her 
body,  and  was  succeeded  in  these  honours  and  estates 
by  her  husband,  Hubert'sieldest  son,  John*  de  Burgh, 
Earl  of  Kent,  who  in  1274  granted  them  to  Edward  L 
in  fee.  In  lieu  of  these  and  other  Lordships,  the  King 
granted  him  for  life  the  Custody  of  the  Tower  of 

*  This  John  and  another  ton  Habert  were  bj  his  first  wife  Margaret^ 
daughter  of  Bobert  de  Arsike. 

the  Clergy,  and  six  Yillans  out  of  each  parish,  who  gave  their  eridence  on 
oath.  The  origin  of  the  name  is  Tarionsly  given.  They  existed  earlier  in 
Sweden  than  in  this  conotry,  and  the  name  may  apply  either  to  a  hundred 
or  more  manor  houses  and  homestalls,  or  ratiier  the  Husbandmen  they 
contained. 
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London,  and  that  of  Colchester  and  Hundred  of 
Tendring.  The  King  released  him  from  a  debt  of 
£1,200,  and  gave  him  besides  the  Manor  of  Middleton, 
in  Kent.  By  Hawise^  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
de  Lanvally,  he  had  John,  who  died  in  1280,  without 
issue  male,  leaving  only  two  daughters,  Hawise, 
married  to  Robert  de  Grelle,  and  Devorgill,  to  Robert 
Lord  Fitz- Walter.  Thus  this  Lordship  and  Manor 
came  again  to  the  Crown.  Out  of  the  great  manor  of 
Raley  there  seems  to  have  been  erected  about  this 
time,  the  three  other  manors  of  Harberges,  Whatleys 
and  Down  Hall.  The  manor  of  Raley  continued  in 
the  Crown  till  1340,  when  Edward  III.  granted  the 
manors  of  Estwood  and  Reyleigh,  with  the  honor  of 
Reylegh  and  Hundred  of  Rochford,  to  Wm.  de  Bohun^ 
Earl  of  Northampton,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body. 
He  died  in  1360,  leaving  an  only  son  Humfrey, 
Constable  of  England,  who  died  in  1372.  As  he  left 
only  daughters,  Eleanor,  married  to  Thomas,  of  Wood- 
stock, sixth  son  of  Edward  III.,  and  Mary,  to  Henry, 
Earl  of  Derby,  afterwards  Henry  IV.,  the  estate  de- 
volved to  the  Crown  again.  In  1380  Richard  II. 
granted  the  honor,  fee,  fair,  and  market  of  Raleigh, 
and  the  profit  of  the  herbage  of  Raleigh  park,  and  the 
manor  of  Eastwood  to  Alberic  de  Vere,  the  tenth  Earl 
of  Oxford,  for  life,  who  died  in  1400.  But  in  1390 
the  same  king  had  granted  the  reversion  of  them  to 
Edmund  Plantagenet^  Duke  of  York,  5th  son  of 
Edward  III.  He  died  in  1402.  His  son  Edward, 
Duke  of  York,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt  in 
1415,  also  held  the  honor  of  Raley,  the  town,  fair  and 
market,  with  the  park,  a  mill,  the  courts^  &c.,  the  manor 
of  Estwood,  and  the  manor  and  park  of  Thunderslee. 
Philippa,  his  Duchess,  held  a  third  part  of  them  till 
her  decease,  in  1431.  From  that  time  it  remained  in 
the  Crown  till  1535,  when  Henry  VIII.  granted  to 
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described  as  his  second  son.  Nicholas  Bristow,  who 
was  born  in  1494,  held  the  appointment  of  Clerk  of 
the  Jewells  to  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  and 
to  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  He  died  in  1584, 
aged  90;  and  his  son  Nicholas,  of  Ayot,  St.  Laurence, 
in  Herts,  and  of  Little  Blbbesworth,  was  Clerk  of  the 
Jewells  to  James  I.  He  died  in  1616.  One  of  the 
family,  Robert,  in  1660  established  himself  in  North 
America  on  the  restoration  of  Charles  II., and  became 
the  purchaser  of  various  estates  in  Virginia.  He 
married  there,  Averilla,  daughter  of  Major  Curtis; 
returning  to  England  about  the  year  1680,  he  became 
a  merchant  in  London,  and  acquiring  considerable 
fortune,  purchased  estates  in  London  and  elsewhere. 
His  only  son,  Robert^  was  associated  with  him  in 
business,  and  bought  land  in  Essex,  Hampshire  and 
Sussex.  He  was  afterwards  a  bank  director,  and  one 
of  the  members  for  Winchekea  in  the  parliaments  of 
1698  and  1700.  His  son  Robert  was  M.P.  for  Win- 
chelsea,  and  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Ward,  Alderman  of  London,  and  Lord  Mayor  in  1719. 
His  son  Robert  VTM  M.P.  for  Winchelsea,  and  after- 
wards for  Shoreham.  This  last  married  in  1746 
Susannah,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Philipson, 
Esq.,  Surveyor  General  of  woods  and  parks,  and  M.P. 
for  Harwich.  By  his  wife,  Susannah,  he  inherited  the 
manors  of  Wykes  and  Carbonells  in  Tendring  Hundred 
and  other  demesnes.  He  had  by  her  a  daughter 
named  Susanna.  His  second  wife  was  Mary,  daughter 
of  the  Revd.  Richard  Harding,  Vicar  of  Micheldum. 
By  this  lady  he  had  Robert  Bristow,  of  Broxmore 
Park,  Co.  Wiltshire,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  1776, 
and  died  in  November,  1853.  He  was  Patron  of  the 
Livings  of  Rayleigh,  Hawkwell,  and  South  Shoebury, 
likewise  of  Whiteparish,  Wiltshire  and  Sherfield 
English,  Hampshire,  all  of  which  he  inherited  from  his 
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father.  He  mBrried  Sophia^  second  daughter  of  Joseph 
Twyne  or  Twine,  of  Ramsbury,  formerly  of  Long 
parish,  Hampshire.  By  her  he  had  one  son,  Robert^  and 
two  daughters,  Ada  Sophia^  born  January  9th,  t841, 
married  to  the  Rev.  Reginald  Carlisle  Kempe,  late 
Rector  of  Hawkwell,  which  Living  he  resigned  in 
1861,  and  now  lives  in  Brunswick  Square,  Brighton; 
and  Laura  Caroline,  who  married  Frederick,  son  of 
General  Sir  William  KnoUys  (now  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod).  She  died  Nov.  16th,  1873,  leaving  one 
daughter.  His  widow  is  now  wife  of  Lieut.-Colonel 
Charles  Durie,  late  of  the  6th  Fusiliers.  Robert^  his  son 
and  heir,  married  Louisa,  second  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Western,  of  Paddington.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Mabel  and  Evelyne  Sophia.  Their  son  Robert  died 
in  his  infancy.  This  Manor  and  Seignory,  together 
with  that  of  the  Manor  of  King's  Hill  or  Lawless  Court, 
were  sold  by  Indenture,  Nov.  12th,  1869,  to  Alfred 
Wyatt  Digby,  solicitor,  son  of  George  Wyatt  Digby, 
attorney  of  Maldon.  The  Courts  for  Rayleigh  manor 
are  held  at  the  Lion  Inn ;  but  that  of  the  Lawless 
Court  is  now  held  at  Rochford.  All  the  other  manors 
are  extinguished. 

The  manor  of  Harberges  is  now  extinct.  The  house 
and  estate  is  close  by  Down-hall,  and  lies  towards 
Rawreth.  It  took  its  name  from  the  ancient  owners, 
the  Harberge  or  Haverburgh  family,  and  is  sometimes 
called  Harberts  and  Harbutts.  In  1284  William,  son 
of  Warine  and  William  de  Haverburgh,  held  one  fee 
of  the  King,  in  capUe  in  the  town  of  Reylegh,  of  his 
honor  or  barony  of  Reylegh.  WiUiam  de  aarebwrgh^ 
who  married  Hden^  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs 
of  Sir  John  Hardel,  held  it  in  1304.  There  was  then  a 
capital  messuage.  Adam  was  his  son  and  heir.  He 
and  Isolda  de  Belhom  in  1340  held  lands  here.  This 
Adam  Haverberge  died  in  1372,  owner  of  lands  called 
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Liefbane-Stone  Fee,  that  owed  suit  at  the  Hundred 
Court.  John  was  his  son.  John  Baud^  who  died  in 
1422,  held  this  messuage  of  Haverberge  with  the  same 
land.  He  held  one  toft  called  Ekkemed  in  this  parish 
and^wreth  of  the  honor  of  Rayleigh,  in  which  were 
120  acres;  and  SO  acres  of  Augustin  Waleys  in 
socage.  William^  his  son  and  heir,  was  married  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Rokesburglu  of 
Stansted-Abbots.  Afterwards  lands  in  Rawreth 
and  Hockley  were  annexed  to  this  manor,  which 
increased  the  number  of  acres,  for  Thomas  Law- 
rence, of  ToUeshunt  Knights,  who  died  in  1551, 
held  the  manor  of  Harbards  in  Rayleigh,  Rawreth 
and  Great  Hockley,  of  which  300  acres  were 
arable,  12  meadow,  and  40  wood.  John  WincMj 
who  died  in  1576,  held  the  manor  of  the  Lord 
Hunsdon,  of  his  honor  of  Rayleigh.  Thomas  White,* 
D.D.,  had  it  in  1623.  Of  Thomas  CltMerbuck,  Sir 
WUliam  Humphreys,  Enight  and  Bart.,  purchased  this 
manor  the  29th  May,  1719.  The  property  was 
bought  by  the  late  Thomas  Brewitt,  of  Down  Hall, 
circa  1835,  of  the  Neave  family;  he  bequeathed  it  to 
his  grandson,  T.  £.  B.  Hilliard,  and  it  is  now  added 
to  Down  Hall. 

The  manor  of  Whatley,  or  Whetlegh,  or  Wetle,  is 
now  extinct.  It  has  been  divided  into  Great  Whatley 
and  Little  Whatley,  now  called  Wheatley.  The  former 
was  worth  a  century  ago  about  £86  a  year,  and  the 

*  The  State  Papers^  Domestic,  Eliz.,  Vol.  248.  No.  iii.  contain 
the  examination  of  Bichard  White,  gent^  the  18th  day  of  May,  1594, 
respecting  Mr.  Thomas  Wiseman,  of  Mnckinff  Hall  Manor,  in 
Baning,  who  was  reported  as  having  gone  beyond  the  sea,  about  two 
years  previously,  and  convened  the  said  Manor,  then  worth  £40 
yearly,  to  his  brother  William.  He  probably  did  the  same  by 
Harbergesi  as  Bichard  White  deposes  he  bought  a  piece  of  land  or 
farm,  called  Herberts,  near  Bayley,  of  William  Wiseman,  for  £500, 
whereof  £400  being  unpaid,  he  agreed  to  pay  him  an  annuity  of  £xxx 
as  interest  thereon.  A  William  Wiseman  lived  at  Maylond.  cirGa, 
1576. 
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latter  about  £50.     This  manor  belonged  to  John  de 
Burgh.     He  granted  it  to  Sir  John  Hardell,  who  gave 
it  in  marriage,  with  his  daughter  Alice,  to  William 
Fitz- Warren,  then  Valectus^  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, to  Edward  I.   Their  eldest  daughter,  Isolda, 
was  wife  of  Sir  John  Belhous,  of  Stanway.     This 
family  were  originally  of  Cambridgeshire,  and  took 
their  surname  from  the  fair  house  they  dwelt  in  at 
Alveley,    sometimes  styled    in  records,  **De   bello 
Manso."     This  seems  to  have  been  a  capital  mansion, 
mention  being  made  of  a  gate-house,  the  hall  and 
chambers  adjoining,  the  garden,  vineyard,  &c.    From 
them    descended    Margaret    Castela3m,   married   to 
Robert  Knivet,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Knivet,  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  held  this  manor  of  Whatelegh,  of  the 
Abbot  of  St  John's,  in   Colchester,  but  how  the 
Abbot  came  to  be  Lord  here,  there  is  nothing  to  show. 
He   held  likewise    Down-hall  of  Richard,  Duke   of 
York,      He  died  in  1419,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Thomas  Knivet,  who,  at  his  death  in  1458,  held 
this  manor  of  Wetle  and  that  of  Down-hall.     It  sub- 
sequently   came    into   the    Clopton    family  by  the 
marriage  of  Thomasine  Knivet,  who  became  second 
wife  to  Sir  William  Clopton,  of  Kentwell,  in  Suffolk. 
It  remained  in  this  family  for  several  generations.  The 
family  of  Belhous  and  Knivet  had  also  the  manors  of 
Belhouse  in  Alveley,  Ramsden-Belhouse,  Stanway,  &c. 
This  estate  was  afterwards  in  AnUmy  Bramston^  who 
sold  it  to  Thomas  Cheke  and  his  grandaughter,  Arme 
Lady  Tipping,   sold  it  again  in  1718  to  Sir  William 
Humphreys,  Knight  and  Baronet.     It  now  belongs 
to  Major  John  Fane»  son  of  the  late  Colonel  Fane. 
The  manor  of  Down-hall,  or  Doune-halle,  lies  near 
Hardeberges,  or  HarbertSi  towards  Rawreth.       The 
present  house  was  partly  re-bmlt  and  enlarged  by 
the  late  Thomas  Brewitt.    When  this  was  severed 


702  THB   HISTORY   OF 

from  the  capital  manor  is  not  known,  but  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  it  was  done  by  John  de  Burgh, 
who  erected  the  foregoing  manor  of  Whatleys.     This 
was  in  Sir  Thomas  Belhouse,  who  died  in  1375,  and 
descended  as  Whatley  to  the   Knivet  and  Clopton 
family.     In  the  1  and  2  Philip  and  Mary  it  belonged 
to  Robert  Wethersby  in  right  of  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
formerly  the  wife  of  John  Clopton,  Esq.,  remainder 
after  her  death  to  William  Clopton,  Esq.,  son  and 
heir  apparent  of  the  said  John.     Years  afterwards 
it  belonged  to  Mr.  Downes,  an  Attorney  in  London, 
who  sold  it  the  22nd  of  March,  1719,  to  Sir  William 
Humphreys,   Knight  and  Baronet,  Lord  Mayor    of 
London  in  1715,  who  died  in  1735.     It  afterwards 
became  the  property  of  Thomas  Slye,  of  Rochford- 
hall,    whose    wife,    Mary  Elizabeth,   who    died    in 
1808,  left  it  to  her  nephew,    Thomas   Brewitt,   of 
Wickford,    who  died  23rd    June,    1830,  aged    71. 
His    wife,  Elizabeth    nke    Wright,    of  Hanningfield, 
died   February   3rd,   1833,   aged  74,  and  are  both 
interred  in  the  family  vault  at  Downham.    They  had 
two  sons,  Thomas  the  elder,  who  inherited  this  pro- 
perty under  his  father's  will,  and  John*  of  Bridge  house, 
Wickford,   and   formerly    of  Hovefield,    in    Pitsea. 
Thomas  married  twice.      His  first  wife  was  Sophia, 
second    daughter  of  William    Meakens,   of  Habat- 
halls,   in  Little  Wakering;    and   his  second,  Lucy, 
who    survives     him,    is     the     eldest     daughter    of 
John   Parsons,   of  Trumpions,  in   Barling.     Thomas 
Brewitt  died  22   June,  1857,   aged   66   years;   and 
Sophia,    his    wife,    27th    October,    1852,  aged    60. 

•  This  John  Brewitt,  born  January  7th,  1792,  died  September  4th,  I860, 
and  is  interred  in  the  family  vault  at  Downham.  His  age  was  67.  He  left 
a  widow,  an  only  son,  John,  who  married  Fanny  Hilliard,  and  seTeral 
daughters,  one  of  'whom,  Mary  Hatton  Brewitt,  married  John  Greenwood 
8ugden,^f  Kilwick,  Yorkshire,  July  7th,  1842.  This  ia  the  only  entry  in 
the  Wickford  Begisten.  The  first  Brewitt  oame  to  Wickford  in  1797. 
A  John  Brewitt  was  Churchwarden  in  1806. 
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They  are  buried  at  Rayleigh  to  the  north  of  the 
Church,  in  a  tomb,  protected  by  iron  railings.  They 
had  two  daughters,  Mary  Meakens^  who  became  third 
wife  of  George  Richard  Billiard,*  M.D.;  and  Ellen, 
married  to  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Kerr,  Rector  of  Nevendon. 
Mary  Meakem  HUliardj  who  inherited  this  property, 
was  bom  at  Rayleigh,  June  15th,  1819,  and  buried  at 
Romford.  She  died  there  suddenly,  at  the  Paddock, 
Sept.  13th,  1870.  Her  eldest  son,  Thomas  Edward 
Brewitt  Hilliardj  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  the  present 
owner,f  resides  at  Oak  Hill,  Southgate,  N.  Down- 
hall  is  one  of  the  xiv.  manors.  Knight's  Fees,  and  lands 
that  pay  quit  rent  to  the  Lawless  Court. 

This  family  were  residents  at  Wickford  and 
Downham  for  many  years.  The  first  notice  of  them 
in  the  latter  parish  is  the  signature  of  John  Brewitt^  in 
1670,  to  an  account  of  a  collection,  under  the  heading 
of  **  young  people  and  servants."  The  next  entry  is 
the  marriage  of  **  James  Wyatt,  of  Danbury,  and 
Mary  Brewitt,  of  Downham,  April  6th,  1716."  Mr. 
Brewitt,  aged  73  years,  was  buried  March  20th,  1718. 
Then  follows  the  burial  of  John,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Brewitt,  in  1719.  The  baptisms  of  Eliza- 
beth, J  their  daughter,  in  1720.  John^  in  1722.  Mary, 
in  1725.    Frances,  in  1728.    Ann,  in  1729.    "  Easter 

*  His  first  wife  was  Eliza,  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas  Bridge,  of  Batsbnry,' 
to  whom  he  was  united  Jannarj  28th,  1823.  He  was  then  a  Surgeon, 
residing  at  Stookwell.  His  second  was  a  Miss  Daniell,  of  Stoke  Damerel, 
Derooshire. 

t  OallowB  field,  now  belonging  to  Downhall,  situate  at  the  three  want 
way  at  the  bottom  of  London-hill,  waa  formerly  part  of  Harrington's  and 
TouBi^s.  Old  Thomas  Lingood  used  to  say  he  remembered  the  stamps  of 
the  gallows,  and  others  have  seen  what  was  reported  to  be  so,  and  most 
probably  were.  There  is  a  popular  tradition  that  a  man  was  hung  in 
chains  at  the  cross  roads.  But  the  probable  solution  of  the  name  is,  that 
thiB  field  was  the  place  whore  the  Lord  of  this  Honor  had  by  grant,  ex- 
ercised his  special  jurisdiction  and  right  of  execution  of  felons  after 
judgment  by  fwrca  et  foesa, 

I  See  Hockley,  page  203.    She  married  from  Crows  heath. 
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(so  called,  being  bom  on  Easter  daj,  througli  tibe 
whimsicalness  of  the  parents),  in  1733."  Sarah,  in 
1736,  and  her  burial  took  place  in  1748.  Jolm  was 
buri^  in  1764.  Another  John^  apparently  his  son, 
was  buried  in  1762.  Hester,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Brewitt,  died  in  1764,  and  Elizabeth  in  1765. 
This  Mary  Brewitt,  described  as  widow,  of  Downham, 
died  in  1786.  Sarah  Brewitt  married  William  Wright, 
of  West  Hanningfield,  in  1791,  and  the  following  are 
buried  in  the  vault  at  Downham,  in  addition  to 
Thomas  and  Mizabe^  his  wife,  already  recorded,  irt?., 
Mary,  his  sister,  who  died  July  10th,  1 83 1 ,  aged  75 ;  and 
John,  her  brother,  who  died  8th  Nov.,  1833,  aged  71. 
These  lived  at  Crows-heath  farm,  and  died  single. 
The  farm  belonged  to  this  John,  who  bought  it  of  the 
Earl  of  Arran.  He  bequeathed  it  to  his  nephew,  John 
of  Wickford,  whose  widow,  Maria  n^e  Lond,  of  Sur- 
biton,  now  enjoys  it.  The  Londs  are  a  Kentish 
£Eimilv. 

A  branch  of  this  family  flourished  at  South  Bem- 
fleet,  being  descended  from  John  Brewitt,  who 
farmed  there  and  kept  the  Anchor,  Public  house.  At 
one  time  they  occupied  Boyces.  See  South  Bemfleet, 
pages  67  and  78.  The  ages  on  the  tomb  of  John 
Brewitt's  wives  are,  Mary  aged  40,  Ann  80,  and 
Elizabeth  his  mother  60  years.  He  had  two  sons, 
Henry  and  John,  and  a  daughter  named  Elizabeth. 
Henry  Brewitt,  grocer,  whose  name  is  inscribed  on  the 
Church  bell  in  1 790,  had  a  son  named  Henry.  His  wife's 
name  was  Valentine.  He  was  a  copyhold  tenant  of 
the  manor  of  South  Bemfleet  in  1 786.  John  was  34 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Rayleigh  Castle,  before  mentioned,  stands  at  the 
entrance  into  the  town  from  London,  and  commands 
an  extensive  view.  The  site  of  the  Castle  and  the 
farm  thereto  belonging  was  owned  in  1771  by  Clu^U^ 
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Moore  HaJl^  Esq.,  Counsellor  at  Law.  His  wife, 
Sarah  Nott,*  of  Sutton  Hall,  predeceased  him.  (See 
Sutton).  He  was  bom  at  Leigh,  and  died  in  1771, 
intestate,  when  the  property  came  to  his  sister  Martha 
Hall,  of  the  Hamlet  of  Brentwood,  who  by  will,  dated 
August  18th,  1782,  left  part  of  her  estate  in  Rayleigh 
to  George  Pretty,  desccibed  as  her  cousin,  and  to 
whose  son,  George  Pretty,  the  younger,  she  left  her 
property  in  the  fiarbacan  in  London.  The  Castle 
and  Weir  farm,  upon  the  latter  of  which  is  situated 
King's  Hill  and  King's  Wood,  was  afterwards  acquired 
by  the  Neave  family.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Trustees  for  the  benefit  of  Sir  Thomas  Lewis  Hughes 
Neave,  5th  Baronet  of  Dagnam  Park,  Bomford,  a 
minor,  bom  in  1874,  and  said  to  be  the  youngest 
Baronet  in  England.  He  is  son  of  the  late  Sir 
Arundel  Neave,  4th  Baronet  (who  died  at  Llysdulas, 
Anglesea,  in  1877),  and  the  Hon.  Gwyn  Gertfude 
Hughes,  only  surviving  child  of  the  first  Lord 
Dinorben,  by  his  Lordship's  second  marriage  with 
Gertrude,  daughter  of  Mr.  Grice  Smyth,  of  Bally- 
natray,  in  the  County  of  Waterford,  and  sister  to 
Penelope,  consort  of  the  late  Prince  of  Capua.  The 
south  chapel  of  the  Chancel  of  the  Church  of  Rayleigh 
is  appendant  to  this  estate,  and  the  cost  of  the  repairs 
is  defrayed  by  the  Neave  family.  This  chapel  was 
founded  by  William  Alen.     (See  further  on). 

There  has  been  considerable  doubt  expressed  by 
the  incredulous  and  even  by  the  learned  in  these  latter 
days  as  to  the  Lawless  Court  having  ever  been  held  at 
Rayleigh,  but  we  shall  produce  such  a  mass  of  evidence 
as  to  the  site  of  the  original  King's  Hill  having  been 
in  this  parish,  as  to  silence  all  future  criticism. 
Moraut  mentions  King's  wood  as  belonging  to  the* 

•  The  bend  in  CheBtor  Moore  HaH's  shield  is  charged  with  3  **  true 
lover's  knots  "  allasive  to  her  name. 
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aecond  Earl  of  Warwick  in  1621,  and  the  Commuta- 
tion map  for  this  parish  gives  Kin^s  HiU  wood  as  4 
acres,  8  roods,  7  poles,  and  Kings  Hill,  arable,  as  7 
acres.  It  is  situated  on  the  Weir  farm,  and  the 
approach  to  this  is  down  a  lane  leading  to  Thundersley 
Common,  and  from  thence  to  another  and  wider  lane 
called  King's  wood  lane,  skirting  the  hill  and  wood, 
from  which  is  a  bridle  path  through  Wheatley's  and 
Shreiking  boy*  wood  by  Buchers  to  Bonville  manor 
highway,  in  North  Bemfleet.  Kings  hiU  wood  is  now 
commonly  known  as  Kingsley  wood.  The  wood  is  a 
very  pretty  one,  full  of  undergrowth  ;  the  wood 
anemone  and  hyacinth  abound,  and  pic-nics  are 
sometimes  held  there.  The  hill  is  about  150  feet 
high.  The  wood,  which  comprises  part  of  the  hill, 
declines  abruptly  on  the  northern  and  western  sides  ; 
on  the  eastern  and  southern  sides  the  slope  is  more 
gentle.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  Manor 
mentioned  in  Domesday  called  Ragheleia,  as  going 
along  with  the  principal  manor,  and  that  it  belonged 
to  a  Freeman  in  Edward  the  Confessor's  reign.f  It 
was  about  half  the  size  of  the  principal  manor,  but, 
with  the  exception  of  the  quit  rents,  is  now  ex- 
tinguished, and  destitute  of  copyholds  and  demesne. 
Morant  mentions  that  the  court  was  anciently  kept 
here,  and  divided  into  Great  and  Little  Lawless  Cqurt, 
the  accounts  of  which  were  in  the  hands  of  George 
Dearslie  in  1647,  and  headed  "  Honor  of  Ray- 
leigh."  The  Quit  rents  were  vil..  Great  Lawless 
Court  iiil.  iiiis.  .  .  d..  Little  Lawless  Court  xxiiid., 

*  So  called  from  ft  murder  said  to  have  been  committed  there.  In 
the  ordnance  survey  by  Col.  Madge,  in  the  reign  of  Oeorge  III.,  there 
were  woods  in  this  vicinity  skirting  the  lane  right  and  lef^  and 
terminating  at  what  is  called  the  Busches. 

t  The  style  of  the  Court  is  "The  King's  Court  of  the  Manor  of 
King's  HiU."  Mr.  Digby,  the  present  owner,  states  that  Bayleigh  Manor 
includes  King's  Hill. 
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Suit  Fines  vl.  Since  that  period  these  payments 
have  diminished.  From  these,  it  appears,  at  thattime 
nothing  remained  of  the  manor  but  Quit  rents  and  Suit 
Fines.  The  period  of  the  ultimate  translation  of  this 
Court  to  Rochford  has  not  been  precisely  ascertained. 
Weaver,  in  his  "Funeral  Monuments,"  page  605,  gives 
an  account  of  the  custom  of  the  Lawless  Court,  then 
held  at  Rayleigh.  He  published  that  work  in  1631, 
and  died  in  1 632.  There  is  no  doubt  his  account  is  quite 
accurate.  Salmon  says  "  the  Earl  of  Warwick,*  when 
Lord,  would  have  the  Court  kept  at  Rochford,  as  it  has 
been  ever  since."  He  not  only  translated  the  Court,  but 
likewise  gave  the  new  site  the  old  name  of  King's-hill, 
although  it  is  almost  a  flat,  and  nearly  level  with  the 
market  place.  Weever  went  to  Rochford,  to  Prittlewell, 
to  Shopland  and  Canewdon.  His  own  account  is, 
"  Ryding  from  Rayleighf  towards  Rochford,  I  hap- 
pened to  have  the  good  company  of  a  gentleman  of 
this  countrey,  who  by  the  way  shewed  me  a  little  hill, 
which  he  called  the  King's  Hill,  and  told  me  of  a 
strange  customary  court  and  of  long  continuance  there 
yearely  kept  the  next  Wednesday  after  Michaelmas 
day,  in  the  night,  upon  the  first  cockcrowing,  without 
any  kind  of  light,  save  such  as  the  heavens  will 
aflTord.  The  Steward  of  the  Court  writes  only  with 
coals,  and  calleth  all  such  as  are  bound  to  appear 
with  as  low  a  voice  as  possibly  he  may,  giving  no 
notice  when  he  goeth  to  execute  his  office.  Howso- 
ever, he  that  gives  not  answer  is  deeply  amerced. 
Which  servile  attendance  (saith  he)  was  imposed  at 
the  first,  upon  certain  tenants  of  divers  manors  here- 

*  The  second  Earl,  who  died  in  1658. 

t  Sapposing  Weever  was  riding  from  Rawreth  through  Rayleigh  parish, 
King's-hill  wonld  be  abont  a  mile  on  his  right  hand,  and  distinotlj  visible, 
and  avoiding  Rajleigh  town,  he  would  turn  bj  Dowu-hall  and  Hamborongh- 
hill  as  his  nearest  way  to  Rochford. 

d8 
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abouts,  for  conspiring  in  this  place  at  such  an  unsea- 
sonable time  to  raise  a  commotion.  The  title  of  the 
Court  he  had  in  memory,  and  writ  it  down  for  me 
when  we  came  to  Rochford." 

King's  Hill  in  Rochford*    S.S. 

^'  Owria  de  Dwnino,  Rege, 

Dicta  Sine  Legej 

Tenia  est  ibidem. 

Per  ejusdem  eonsiietudinem, 

Ante  ortum  solie, 

Luceat  niripolus,  - 

Senescallus  eolus.f 

Nil  seribit  nisi  colis, 

Toties  voluerU, 

Oallus  ut  eantaverit ; 

Per  cujus  soli  sonitus  % 

Curia  est  summonita 

Olamat  clam  pro  Bege, 

In  Curia  'Sine  Lege*; 

Et  nisi  cito  venerint, 

Citius  pcenituerint ; 

Et  nisi  clam  (u:cedant. 

Curia  nan  attendat. 

Qui  venerit  cum  lumine, 

Errat  in  regimine : 

Et  dum  sunt  sine  lumine, 

Capti  sunt  in  crimine. 

Curia  «tne  cura, 

Ju/rati  de  injuria :— " 
'  Tenia  ibidem  die  Mercurii  (ante  diem)  preximo  post  festvm 
Sancti  Michaclis  archangeli,  anno  regni  Regis,  ifc! 

The  late  learned  William  Henry  Black,  F.S.A.,  in 
a  paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  1868, 
thus  translates  these  rhyming  Latin  lines,  being  a 

*    Salmon  says  "  if  this  bo  right  it  means  in  Boohford  Hundred." 

t  This  line  appears  in  Blount's  Nomo>Lexioon,  a  legal  Olossary,  published 
in  folio  in  1670,  and  in  the  Law  Diotionaries  that  repeat  Blount's  article  on 
Lawless  Oourt  at  full  length.    Morant  omits  it. 

X    SoZuwv,  sojiitttm,  in  Bl  nnts  second  copy,  published  in  1679. 
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mixture  of  iambic  and  trochaic  verses  of  three  or  four 
feet  each.     "  The  Court  of  the  Lord  the  King,  called 

*  the  Court  without  Law,'  holden  there  by  the  custom 
thereof  before  sunrise,  unless  it  be  twilight.  The 
Steward  alone  writes  nothing  but  with  coals,  *  as 
often  as  he  will,  when  the  cock  shall  have  crowed ;  by 
the  sound  of  which  only,  the  Court  (or  Assembly?) 
is  summoned.      He  crieth  secretly  for  the  King  in 

*  the  Court  without  Law ' ;  and  imless  they  quickly 
come,  they  shall  the  more  quickly  repent ;  and  unless 
they  (or  a  man?)  come  secretly,  let  not  the  Court 
attend.  He  who  hath  come  with  a  light,  erreth  in 
behaviour.  And  until  they  be  without  a  light,  they 
are  taken  in  default  (or  contempt?)  The  Court  with- 
out care — the  Jury  of  injury — Was  holden  there  on 
the  Wednesday  (before  day)  next  after  the  feast  of 
Saint  Michael  archangel,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of 
King '  so  and  so."f  The  authorities  for  this  Court 
having  been  held  at  Rayleigh  are  Weever,  in  his 
'*  Fimeral  Monuments,"  page  605,  Hearne,  Dr.  Fuller, 
and  in  John  Leland's  Itinerary,   who  wrote  in  the 

*    That  is  charcoal. 

t  In  these  latter  days  this  Court  is  called  '  the  Whispering  Court,  or 
the  Cockorowing  Court.'  W.  H.  Black,  who  was  a  learned  Paleographer, 
had  a  craze  respecting  Boman  antiquities,  and  declared  at  the  close  of  his 
treatise,  his  belief  that  this  Court  was  never  held  at  Rayleigh,  but  that  the 
Whispering  post  at  Roohford,  was  a  Roman  landmark  belonging  to  the 
Mries  of  measures  to  and  from  London  Stone,  and  so  connected  with 
Stonehonge  and  other  uninscribod  monuments,  but  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tion, produced  not  a  tittle  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Black  considers  the  **  term  Lawless,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  Latin 
phrase  Sine  i^ege,  to  mean  a  Court  Baron,  (or  Court  of  Knights*  Fees), 
Wiihomt  a  Leet  or  Lawday,  although  it  is  *  the  King's  Court ; '  for  a  Leet — 
perhaps  derived  from  the  British  LI^s  (a  Court)  is  tho  King's  Court,  and 
was  commonly  holden  at  tho  same  time  as  tho  Court  Baron  in  other  manors. 
The  Court  Leet  is  required  by  Magna  Charta  to  be  holden  at  Michaelmas. 
So,  is  the  Lawless  Court  of  King's  Hill  holden,  to  the  present  time."  The 
learned  Welsh  lexicographer,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Richards,  says  that  Llys  signi- 
fies in  Welsh  ♦.«.,  British— a  hall  or  Prince's  Court,  a  Palace  or  Royal 
House :  or  a  Hall  or  Court  where  Judges  sit,  and  adds  "  Hence  tho  English 
Leet  seems  to  be  derived,  s  being  turned  into  t."  To  perceive  this  more 
clearly  we  must  note  that  y  (cirouniflezed)  is  in  Welsh  pronounced  like  ee 
m  English. 
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time  of  Henry  VIIL  Fuller  was  23  years  old  when 
Weever  published  his  book,  and  died  in  1661.  Cam- 
den mentions  this  Court  in  his  M  S.  supplement  to 
his  Britannia,  and  Dr.  Philemon  Holland  in  his  inser- 
tions in  the  text  of  Camden  (that  is,  in  the  English 
edition  of  1610  or  1637),  refers  to  it,  and  informs  us  as 
before  stated,  that  the  servile  attendance  at  this  Court 
was  imposed  upon  certain  tenants  thereabouts  for  con- 
spiring there  at  such  unseasonable  time,  to  raise  a  com- 
motion. Holland  died  in  1 636 ;  he  translated  Camden's 
Latin  text  in  1610.  Salmon,  who  wrote  in  1740,  is 
correct  in  ascribing  the  original  site  to  Rayleigh, 
but  in  correcting  Blount  falls  himself  into  a  serious 
error  in  describing  the  Rochford  site,  which  he  like- 
wise places  in  Rayleigh.  He  states  a  tenant  of  this 
manor  lately  forfeited  his  land  for  non-attendance, 
and  the  Lord  restored  it  to  him,  only  taking  a  fine. 
When  Blount  issued  his  second  publication,  the  Court 
had  been  no  doubt  transferred  to  Rochford.  This 
was  in  1679,  and  he  quotes  the  Court  Rolls  for  it. 
Mention  is  made  of  this  Court  likewise  by  N.  Bailey 
in  his  Dictionary,  in  1724,  by  Hone  in  ms  "  Every- 
Day  Book,"  1827,  under  1  October.  Jacob's  Law- 
Dictionary  refers  to  it.  Charnock  in  his  "  Customs 
of  Essex  "  alludes  to  it.  Camden  mentions  a  custom 
of  this  kind  at  Placentia  in  Italy,  as  practised  by  the 
emperors  of  Almain  and  Kings  of  France.  A  tiourt 
leet  of  this  description  was  formerly  held  at  Epping, 
called  the  manor  of  Epping  Presbyter.  It  ^was  held 
under  a  maple  tree  in  the  road  between  Epping-bury 
and  the  Church,  and  Mr.  Gomme  writing  recently  in  the 
Athena3um  says  that  open  air  courts  are  not  so  very 
uncommon,  and  that  he  has  a  considerable  number  of 
instances.  The  Mirror  (1828,  8vo.)  quotes  Morant 
respecting  the  same.  The  oldest  document  in  the 
Deputy-Steward's  custody    reaches  no  further  back 
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than  1758.  In  the  proclamation  used  at  holding 
this  Court,  it  is  called  the  Manor  of  King's  Hill  in 
the  Hundred  of  Rochford. 

The  lands  whose  owners  pay  rent  and  services  at 
the  Lawless  Court  at  the  present  day  are  14  in  num- 
ber, Scott's  Hall,  in  Canewdon,  limboum  Hall,  * 
Canewdon.  Chamberlains  in  Ashingdon.  Rawreth 
Hall,  in  Rawreth.  Trindleys,  in  Rawreth.  Lower 
Hockley  Hall,  Hockley.  Westbarrow  Hall,  Eastwood. 
Little  or  West  Grapnells,  Wallisea*  Great  or  East 
Grapnells,  Wallisea.  Down  Hall,  in  Rayleigh.  But- 
ler's Hamstalls,  Prittlewell.  West  Hall  in  North 
Shoebury.  Godfrey  Beeches,  Prittlewell,  and  Apton 
Hall  in  Canewdon. 

From  an  inspection  of  two  volumes  of  the  records  of 
the  Honor  in  the  reigns  of  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  James, 
in  the  possession  of  the  owner  of  the  Manor,  and  lately 
doing  service  as  footstools  in  a  Lawyer's  office,  we 
find  the  Honor  and  the  Lawless  Court  were  intimately 
blended  and  interwoven,  and  the  latter  was  part  and 
parcel  of  the  former;  estates  being  subject  to  services 
in  both  courts.  From  these  records  we  find  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above  that  Thorpe  Hall  alias  Thorpe 
Nevell,  formerly  called  Thorpe  Lye,  North  Thorpe 
and  South  Thorpe  in  Southchurche,  formerly  in 
Edward  Duke  of  Buckingham,  were  subject  to  the 
Court  sine  lege^  likewise  Sutton  hall,  Westbarrow  hall, 
Plumborowe  Manor  in  Hockley,  Wheteley  in  Ray- 
leigh, Parker's  land  in  Rayleigh,  formerly  in  John 
Hayes,  Leigh  Hall,  besides  lands  in  North  Shoebury 
called  Bynnes  or  Gynnes,  Moryves,  Great  Jutmans 

*  Korant  bajb  that  William  Loiueworth  or  Laneforthe  who  died  in  1581, 
held  the  manor  of  Lambome  hall  of  the  King,  by  the  Bait  of  the  Court 
called  "  Le  Lawles  court  in  RaXeigh**  N.  Bailej  BayB  that  Lambonrn  Man* 
oar  in  EsBez  is  held  by  Ward  Staff,  a  kind  of  pettjr  Serjeantry,  a  holding 
lands  by  this  serrioe,  tn's.,  to  carry  a  load  of  Straw  in  a  cart  with  six  horses, 
two  ropes,  and  two  men  to  watch  it^  when  brought  to  the  place  appointed. 
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alias  Great  Todinghams,  Little  Jutmans  alias  Little 
Todynghams,  all  of  which  are  now  comprehended  in 
West  Hall.  These  lands  paid  hydage  *  or  hidage 
rent  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  St.  An- 
drew the  Apostle,  to  the  Honor  of  Rayleigh  in  equal 
portions,  and  an  annual  fine  to  the  Great  Lawless 
Court  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel.  The 
record  is  **  ad  curiam  suam  diet  shie  lege  voc.  the  greate 
lawlesse  Court  tent  apud  Kynges-hill  in  Rochefordef 
die  7)}ercHriij  ante  diem  prowiino  post  festum  Sancti 
Michaelis  Archangeli  iij'  viiij**  sub  pena  duplicacionis  de 
flora  in  Iwram  ex  antiqua  comuettdine  et  cepit  diem  ad 
faciendum  dicto  Baroni  Iiomagium  provide  usque  festum 
omnium  sanctorum  proximo  futuri.^^  Shopland  Hall, 
the  manor  of  which  was  in  two  moieties,  and  Wyatts  in 
Southchurch  paid  hydage  rent  to  the  honor  at  the  same 
period,  and  according  to  the  accounts  of  Ezechiel  Rey- 
ner,  Steward,  temp.  James  Ist,  formerly  paid  an  annual 
sum  called  Wardsylver  at  the  Little  Lawless  Court, 
held  die  lune  voc.  Rope  J  Monday  ante  diem.     The 

•  Hydago  was  an  extraordinary  tax  payable  to  the  King  for  every  bide 
of  land.  The  taxation  was  levied  not  only  in  money,  bat  provision  of 
armour,  &o.  Sometimes  the  word  hidage  is  used  for  the  J>eing  qnit  of  the 
tax ;  which  was  also  called  hidegild  and  has  been  interpreted  from  the 
Saxon,  a  price  or  ransom  paid  to  save  ones  hide  from  boating. 

t  In  these  records  when  reference  is  made  to  Boohford  town,  it  is 
written  "  in  vill  de  Bocheford,"  but  upon  all  occasions  when  reference  is 
made  to  the  Lawless  Court,  we  find  "  apud  Kyngy  Hill  or  Kingy  Hill,  or 
Kyngys  Hill  or  KingesHill,  InRocheford,"  that  is,  as  all  the  old  Historians 
interpret  those  Records,  in  Rochford  Hundred.  Tenants  owed  suit  or 
attendance  at  the  Court  of  the  Honor  <<  de  mense  in  mensem"  that  is  from 
month  to  month.    Mention  is  made  of  a  roll  imnp.  Henry  HI. 

X  The  term  Rope  Monday  seems  to  hare  been  a  local  term  for  Hoke  daj 
or  Tide.  It  was  a  movable  feast  dependent  upon  Easter.  Matthew  Paris, 
the  oldest  authority  for  the  word  Hoke  day,  &c.,  says  it  is  "  qmndena  pas- 
chm"  but  Mr.  Douce  assigns  reasons  for  taking  it  as  the  second  Tuesday 
after  Easter.  At  Hock  tide,  which  included  Monday  and  Tuesday,  collec- 
tions of  Hock  money  were  made  in  various  parishes  by  the  Chnrchwardena 
until  the  Reformation.  Tuesday  was  the  principal  day  i  Monday  was  for 
the  men,  and  Tuesday  for  the  women.  On  these  days  the  men  and 
women  intercepted  the  roads  with  ropes,  and  pulling  passengers  to 
them  exacted  money  to  be  laid  out  for  pious  uses.     Hoke-day  called  other- 
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manor  of  Combes  paid  ward  penny  *  to  this  Court, 
likewise  the  Manor  of  Hawkwell,  in  20  Edward  111. 
The  manor  of  Dogetts,  East  hall  and  South  hall  in 
Paglesham. 

The  Courts  for  the  Honor  besides  being  held  at 
Rayleigh  were  occasionally  holden  at  Hadleigh, 
Rocheford,  Leigh,  Horndon  on  the  Hill,  Prytwell, 
Pakelesham  and  Canewdon.  In  these  old  Records,  the 
word  UssoHj  frequently  occurs  in  the  margin.  It  is 
derived  .from  the  French  Easoigne^  an  excuse,  for  which 
the  MedisBval  Latin  is  Essonium^  and  it  signifies  those 
who  were  required  to  be  at  the  Court  Baron,  and  sent 
excuses  for  their  absence  on  account  of  age,  illness  or 
other  j  ust  cause.  Other  valuable  records  of  a  later  date 
respecting  this  manor  are  in  existence,  and  may 
possibly  some  day  be  submitted  to  public  scrutiny, 
but  at  present  are  witheld  from  the  Lord  and  in- 
accessible. 

From  the  rough  notes  of  the  transactions  of  this 
Honor  from  1S17  to  the  present  time,  we  find  that 
Inquisitions  were  held  on  the  death  of  tenants,  the 
Jury  consisting  of  twelve  men,  one  of  whom  was 
elected  foreman,  were  impanelled  from  the  homage. 
At  a  Court  Leet  and  General  Court  Baron  this  Jury 
was  styled  the  Great  or  Grand  Inquest  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  the  King  and  the  homage  there.  The 
Jury  appointed  Constables  for  the  town  and  elected 

wise  Hook  Taesday  was  a  daj  so  remarkable  in  ancient  times  that  rents 
were  reserved  payable  thereon,  and  in  the  accoants  of  Magdalen  College 
in  Oxford,  there  is  a  yearly  allowance  pro  muLieribva  EockamUbus  in  some 
manors  of  theirs  in  Hampshire.  Jacob's  Law  Diet,  under  Hook  Tuesday 
money,  says  a  "  Dnty  formerly  paid  to  the  Landlord  for  giving  his  tenants 
leave  to  celebrate  the  day  on  which  the  English  conquered  the  Dancs^ 
being  the  second  Tuesday  after  Easter." 

*  Ward  penny  ii  money  paid  and  contributed  to  watch  and  ward.  Ward 
fee  is  the  value  of  a  ward  or  heir  under  age,  or  the  money  paid  to  the  Lord 
of  the  fee  for  his  redemption.  There  was  formerly  a  court  of  wards  first 
appointed  by  King  Henry  Vlil.,  for  determining  matters  relating  to  heirs 
of  the  King's  tenants  holden  by  Knight'  t  Service,  but  now  quite  abolished. 
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Ale  Conners  •  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  until  others 
were  appointed,  and  all  encroachments  in  the  town 
were  presented,  restored  and  levelled,  and  all  nui- 
sances abolished.  The  Jury  upon  their  oaths  pre- 
sented that  the  Constables  pay  and  ought  to  pay  for 
the  tenants  of  this  manor  ten  shillino^s  for  a  common 
fine.  In  1835  the  Constables  refused  to  pay  the  fine^ 
alleging  the  parish  would  not  reimburse  them.  In 
1842  the  Court  ceased  to  appoint  them  as  well  as  the 
Aleconners,  who  were  a  useful  body  of  men  when 
Publicans  for  the  most  part  brewed  at  home.  The 
tolls  derived  from  the  fair  are  received  by  the  Lord. 

For  a  further  account  of  this  "  House  and  Honor,'* 
the  "  Manor  of  Rayleigh  and  the  Seignory  of  King's 
Hill  in  the  County  of  Essex,"  together  with  the 
annual  supper,  the  observances  thereat,  the  whispering 
post,  &c.     See  Rochford. 

The  *'  Hog  farm  "  situate  at  the  entrance  of  the  town 
of  Rayleigh,  on  the  Eastwood  road,  consists  of  several 
moieties,  which  have  been  amalgamated  and  recently 
subdivided.  It  included  a  farm  called  Turritts  or 
Terrett  house,  and  Spencer's  Little  House,  in  Ray- 
leigh and  Rawreth,  upon  which  was  an  acre  of  hop 
ground  and  some  wood.  In  1759  Turret  house  was 
settled  upon  Hannah  Pulley,  upon  her  marriage  with 
Mark  Lay  of  Cropping  Hall  in  Colne  Wake.  This 
Mark  Lay  having  survived  her,  he,  together  with  their 
son  Mark  Lay,  of  "  Woodham  Fferist,"  sold  it  in  179 1  to 
Robert  Gardiner  or  Gardner  (son  of  William  Gardiner), 
and  Hannah  his  wife,  of  Rayleigh,  and  Joseph 
Goslett  of  Maldon,  shopkeeper,  for  the  sum  of  £700. 
These  parties  sold  it,  together  with  the  Hog  House^ 

*  Ale  Conn  en  or  Taeters  are  Officers  appointed  in  ererj  Court  Leet 
to  look  to  the  Assize  and  goodness  of  Bread,  Ale,  Beer,  &o.,  within  the 
preoinU  of  the  Lordship,  and  assigned  a  certain  measure  or  weiiirht  in  these 
articles.  There  was  formerly  an  assize  of  the  forest,  touching  orders  to  be 
observed  in  the  Lord's  forest. 
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formerly  in  Daniel  Dale,  in  1799  to  Thomas  Bailey^ 
of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  in  the  City  of  London,  Glass 
Manufacturer.  He  made  his  will  on  20th  Sept.  1824, 
and  died  in  1828,  leaving  this  to  his  wife,  Mary 
Bailey  for  life.  She  died  in  1831.  The  estates  then 
by  Bailey's  will  came  to  John  Illidge,  *  of  Bethel 
House,  Brixton  in  Surrey,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the 
City  of  London,  and  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex. He  died  in  November  1846,  leaving  a  widow, 
Mary  Ann  lUidge.  He  had  four  daughters,  Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Alexander  Fraser ;  Susan,  wife  of  Francis 
Beechley  Bade;  Ellen,  wife  of  Owen  Gray,  and 
Elizabeth  lUidge,  Spinster.  He  gave  by  will,  dated 
29th  Sept.  1846,  all  his  freehold  and  copyhold  estates 
situate  at  Rayleigh,  to  his  son  Thomas  Bailey  lUidge^ 
and  to  his  son  John  Betts  Illidge  his  lands  in  Kent, 
messuages  &c.  in  Middlesex,  and  rent  charges  at 
Tottenham.  The  said  Tlwmas  Bailey  Illidge  died  29th 
December  1875.  By  will  dated  19th  May  1853,  he 
gave  his  estates  to  his  mother,  Mary  Ann  Illidge, 
who  disclaimed  and  renounced  the  real  estate  thus 
given,  and  it  then  went  to  his  brother  John  Betts 
Illidge  as  heir-at-law.  The  mother,  Mary  Ann  Illidge, 
died  January  1 8th,  1878.  This  property  was  sold 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  by 
a  judgment  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Chancery 
Division,  **  Davidson  v.  Illidge "  at  Rayleigh,  May 
1 6th,  1879,  when  part  of  the  Hog  farm  lying  in  a  ring 
fence,  including  the  house,  buildings  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  land  was  sold  to  Frederick  John  Wise- 
man, Oyster  Merchant,  of  Paglesham.  Henry  Bald- 
win, Carpenter,  bought  a  small  arable  field  and  a 
hoppet  near  the  Mount.  Joseph  Webster,  Butcher 
of  Rayleigh,  purchased  three  meadows,  called  Pantile 

*    nitdge  had  11  acree  of  land  at  Sprati's  green  on  the  road  to  Hockley. 
A  cottage  partly  in  Rawreth  was  loet  to  the  Ulidge  family,  by  lapse. 
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Meadows,  adjoining  the  London  road,  and  likewise  a 
hoppet  in  the  Bull  Lane.  Henry  Finch,  horse  dealer, 
and  Robert  Henson,  schoolmaster,  likewise  bought 
several  lots.  At  the  same  time  was  sold  a  freehold 
ground  rent  secured  upon  a  newly  erected  mansion^ 
known  as  Rayleigh  House,  standing  in  6  acres  3  roods 
and  28  poles  of  pasture,  called  Turret  Barn  field, 
being  part  of  the  Hog  farm.  This  rent  charge  was 
purchased  by  William  Isaac  Belcham,  the  owner  and 
builder  of  the  house,  who  has  since  alienated  it.  It 
commands  extensive  views  stretching  towards  South- 
end and  the  coast,  and  adjoins  Beacon  or  Watch 
field,  a  place  of  some  notoriety  in  former  days  and  for- 
merly in  A.  H.  White  of  Clements  Hall.  An  account 
exists  of  the  Beacon  being  fired  in  1628  (temp.  Charles 
I.)  in  the  Record  Office,  London.  A  false  report  and 
^' alarum  having  been  raised  that  the  Dunkirks  had 
landed  and  burnt  Great  Wakering,  that  the  people  had 
fled  from  their  houses,  and  one  woman  having  reached 
Baddow,  with  a  child  on  her  back,  spreading  the 
report  the  enemy  were  6000  in  number,"  preparations 
were  made  to  raise  the  forces  of  the  County,  both 
horse  and  foot,  and  Sir  H.  Mildmay  and  other  Lieu- 
tenants put  their  troops  in  motion,  and  marched  seven 
mUes  towards  the  enemy  when  they  discovered  there 
was  no  foundation  for  the  report,  which  originated 
^^  by  a  fisherman  at  sea  at  night  in  a  boat,  being 
hailed  by  another  with  a  number  of  men  in  her,  be- 
longing to  a  ship  of  London,  who  requested  to  be 
guided  to  the  shore."  The  man  without  further 
enquiry  rowed  to  Wakering,  where  two  beacons  there- 
about were  fired,  and  roused  the  whole  country. 
The  man's  fears  had  magnified  the  numbers  in  the 
boat  to  be  from  40  to  50,  and  that  they  were  *'  Dun- 
kirks." 

A  barn  upon  the  Hog  farm,  then  in  the  occupation 
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of  John  Sach,  was  fired  by  an  incendiary  Nov*  5th, 
1830.  It  stood  near  the  road  at  the  rear  of  the 
present  premises.  For  this  oifence  an  unfortunate 
man  named  James  Ewen  was  convicted,  and  hanged 
on  the  24  th  December.  The  evidence  against  him 
was  purely  circumstantial  and  doubtful.  His  conduct 
at  the  fire  was  one  of  apathy,  he  exhibited  no  zeal 
to  put  out  the  flames,  his  language,  apparently  from 
drink,  was  unguarded,  and  afterwards  used  against 
him.  Several  of  the  witnesses  had  tried  to  ^'  c^tch 
him  "  in  his  talk,  amongst  the  rest  one,  who  was  nick- 
named "Body-snatcher.''  "  Blood  money  "  was  then 
in  vogue,  but  whether  in  this  case  it  was  expected, 
and  operated  as  a  stimulant,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 
The  prisoner  had  no  counsel  and  although  the  evidence, 
according  to  the  report  in  the  Count}'  press,  was  con- 
tradictory, the  Jury  were  satisfied.  There  is  no  doubt 
he  had  a  grudge  against  farmers,  and  did  not  conceal 
his  pleasure  at  the  fire.  A  noted  detectiveof  Rochford 
went  down  to  Springfield  to  see  him  hanged.  Ewen 
turned  to  him  and  remarked,  "  I  die  innocent  and  that 
you  well  know."  He  said  very  little  more,  except 
that  he  deserved  his  fate  for  other  offences,  and  re- 
marked how  cold  it  was  standing  in  the  wind,  and  the 
rope  was  a  tight  fit.  He  was  only  36,  and  his  body 
was  buried  at  Rayleigh  opposite  the  north  door  of 
the  Church,  close  to  the  Rectory  fence.  His  mark  to  a 
loan  of  14s.  6d.  may  be  seen  in  the  parish  chest.  About 
a  year  and  a  half  after  this  event  several  incendiaries 
(one  an  Irish  tramp)  were  hanged  at  Maidstone  and 
elsewhere  for  arson,  and  it  is  commonly  said  and 
believed  they  confessed  to  having  caused  this  con- 
flagration. I 

*' Rayleigh  Lodge"  was  formerly  in  Edward  Mee, 
ancestor  of  the  Mees  of  Burs tead .  He  resided  here  and 
died  in  1842.    It  was  then  sold  to  Thomas  Bakewell 
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White  of  Suffolk,  and  afterwards  to  Stephen  AlleiL 
It  then  became  the  property  of  Allen's  youngest 
daughter,  Jane,  who  married  Robert  Warton  of 
Avenue  Road,  Regent's  Park.  It  was  sold  by  her 
trustees  in  portions.  The  Lodge  with  197  acres  was 
sold  to  W.  S.  Stonehewer  in  1872,  for  £9,500. 
Little  Mill  field  or  Mill  Stead,  containing  7  acres,  to 
Ebenezer  Boreham  of  Blackfriars  Road,  Surrey,  for 
£580,  also  the  Great  Mead,  12  acres,  for  £1,000,  and 
two  other  lots,  altogether  8  acres.  The  whole  was  then 
let  at  £672  per  annum,  subject  to  certain  deductions. 
Stonehewer  sold  this  property  in  1 876.  It  is  now  in 
Mrs.  Louisa  Innes,  of  Lothian  House,  Southend,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Spencer,  of  Suffolk,  widow  of  James 
Innes,  a  Scotchman,  a  noted  agriculturist,  land  agent 
and  valuer  for  Colonel  North,  M.P.  for  Oxfordshire, 
and  for  Earl  Bective,  of  Kirby-Lonsdale,  Westmore- 
land. He  obtained  many  prizes  for  agricultural  pro- 
duce exhibited  at  Birmingham  and  Edinburgh.  He 
died  in  1876,  and  was  buried  at  Roxton  Church, 
Oxfordshire. 

"White  House  and  Lime  House"  in  Rayleigh, 
together  with  Eastwood  Lodge,  formerly  the  property 
of  the  Eingsmans  and  Stonehewers,  were  purchased 
likewise  as  an  investment  for  Mrs.  Innes  at  the  same 
period.  The  purchase  money  for  these  and  Rayleigh 
Lodge  was  about  £17,000. 

In  1850,  a  considerable  number  of  Roman  Denarii 
contained  in  a  Roman  earthen  pot,  were  ploughed  up 
by  Mark  Partner  in  a  field  called  Fishponds,  upon 
White  House  farm.  A  Roman  copper  coin  of  Hadrian 
has  since  been  found  at  this  spot,  and  the  place  ex- 
amined, but  nothing  further  has  been  discovered  but 
broken  pieces  of  pottery.  There  was  formerly  a  con- 
siderable elevation  of  the  soil  at  this  place,  of  a  dark 
character,  most  of  which  has  been  carted  away  and 
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the  mound  levelled.  The  finder  sold  these  coins  from 
4d.  to  Is.  each,  116  of  them  were  sold  to  Mr.  James 
Synnock,  of  Rayleigh,  but  which  have  since  been  alien- 
ated. 52  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Audley,  20  to  Jonathan 
Wood,  20  to  Mr.  Lamprell,  and  2C|are  in  the  possession 
of  W.  Pissey,  Chemist,  of  Rayleigh.  Roach  Smith 
has  examined  those  of  Synnock  and  Pissey,  with  the 
following  results,  Synnock  had  those  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  Commodus,  Crispina,  Clodius  Albinus,  Severus, 
Garacalla,  Geta,  Julia  Domna,  Diadumenianus,  Elag- 
abalus,  Julia  Sosamias,  Julia  Maesa,  Severus  Alexander, 
Julia  Mamsea,  Maximinus,  Pupienus,  Gordianus  the 
Third,  Philip,  Philip  Jun,  Otacilia  Severa,  Trajanus 
Decius,  Etruscilla,  2  Her.  Mes.  Decius.  Pissey  has 
Marc  Antony,  Hadrian,  Crispina,  Severus,  Julia  wife  of 
Severus,  Garacalla,  Plautilla  wife  of  Garacalla,  Geta, 
Severus  Alexander,  JuUa  Mamsea,  Maximinus,  Gor- 
dian  the  Third,  Philip,  Otaciha  Severa,  Saloninus 
Yalerianus,  Fostumus.  Roman  pottery  has  at  various 
times  turned  up  at  Rayleigh.  Some  in  Mr.  Pissey's 
garden.  Coins  have  likewise  been  found  on  Couches, 
near  Hamboro'  Lane.  The  late  Mr.  Pilkington  em- 
bedded the  Roman  pottery  which  contained  them,  in 
a  shell  summer  house  since  demolished,  at  his  residence, 
now  occupied  by  Robert  Henson^  schoolmaster.  Mr. 
Pissey  has  likewise  two  heads  in  marble  which  appear 
to  be  very  old,  one  a  man's,  the  other  a  woman's,  the 
back  part  of  each  is  flat  with  a  hole  therein.  Thev  were 
dug  up  in  a  garden  circa  1855,  where  the  old  Ray- 
leigh Workhouse  stood.  A  gold  coin  is  likewise 
owned  by  this  gentleman,  which  C.  R.  Smith  pro- 
nounced to  be  a  coin  of  the  Barbaric  ages  of  Britain, 
and  one  of  Edward  II.  which  is  in  good  preservation, 
both  of  which  were  found  at  Eastwood.  He  has  also 
a  ring  found  at  Shoebury  Rampart,  supposed  to  be 
Norman,  but  the  stone  is  lost.     This  possibly  belonged 
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to  one  of  the   Ecclesiastics  who   escaped  from  this 

glace  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  See 
outh  Shoebury. 

"  Ramscroft "  is  a  meadow  situate  in  the  Crown  Lane, 
Obadiah  Barker,  of  Faversham,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  yeoman,  sold  this  to  John  Barker  of  Ashingdon, 
in  the  County  of  Essex,  yeoman,  in  1713.  John 
Barker,  of  ToUesbury,  Essex,  mariner,  p*andson  and 
heir  at  Law  of  John  Barker,  lateof  Rayleigh,  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Harridge  of  Leigh,  Essex,  distiller,  in  the 
year  1774.  Thomas  Harridge,  ofRayleigb,  sold  it  to 
William  Butler,  surgeon  and  apothecary  of  Rayleigh, 
in  1811.  The  trustee  of  the  late  William  Butler  to 
Thomas  Clark  of  Rayleigh,  in  1859.  His  executors 
sold  the  same  to  William  Pissey,  ofRayleigb,  chemist, 
in  1870. 

"  Barringtons "  is  an  estate  that  has  been  sadly 
shorn  of  its  ancient  importance.  The  mansion  stands 
near  the  Church,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bull  lane 
opposite  the  National  School,  and  nothing  remains  to 
it  except  a  high  walled  garden,  all  the  lands  having 
been  sold  away  at  various  periods.  It  received 
its  name  from  a  branch  of  the  Barrington  family, 
formerly  keepers  of  the  King's  park  •  at  Rayleigh. 
They  were  originally  settled  at  Barrington,  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, but  whether  they  gave  this  place  the 
name  or  derived  their  own  therefrom  is  unknown. 
Adam  of  Barrington  is  said  to  have  embraced   the 

•  From  the  "patent  roll  let  Henry  VIII.  p.  1,  Mem.  4/*  we  6nd  that, 
*'  16  Hay  1&09,  John  Earl  of  Oxford  had  letters  patent  for  confirmation  of 
a  grant  made  9  Henry  VH  of  the  offices  of  constable  of  the  Castle  of  Clare,  in 
Suffolk,  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of  Rooheford,  Essex,  in  reversion  after  Sir 
Thomas  Montgomery,  Steward  of  the  honor  of  Bayleighe,  and  keeper  of 
Thundersloy  park  Essex,  with  3d  a  day,"  and  in  "  the  Patent  Roll  6  Hen. 
Vni.  p.  2,  mom.  21.  upon  29  April  1614  that  Sir  John  Mamcy,  son  and  heir 
apparent  of  Sir  Henry  Harney,  Knight  of  the  Body,  to  be  bailiff  inrerersion 
of  the  hundred  of  Rochoford,  Essex,  Steward  of  Aayleigh,  and  keeper  of 
.  the  parks  ofRayleigb  and  Thundersloy,  Essex,  on  death  or  surrender  olthe 
said  Sir  Henrv  Harney,  to  whom  the  said  offices  were  granted  in  reversion, 
>y  patent  26  June,  1  Hen.  VIII.,  after  John  Earl  of  Oxford,  now  deceased." 
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Christian  faith  at  the  first  preaching  of  St,  Augustine, 
and  a  Barenton  was  servant  to  Queen  Emma,  wife  of 
King  Etheh^d.  They  were  probably  Saxon  by 
descent,  and  before  the  conquest  Sir  Odynell  de 
Barenton  was  Lord  of  Wegon,  and  intermarried  into 
the  Norman  family  of  Wimarc,  a  connection  of  Swene, 
Sheriff  of  Essex.  The  family  resided  from  the  time 
of  Henry  I,  at  Barrington*  old  hall,  at  Hatfield  Broad 
Oak,  and  removed  to  the  Priory  there  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  The  first  of  the  family  that  resided  at 
Rayleigh  was  Sir  Philip  Barrington^  Knight,  youngest 
son  of  Sir  Nicolas  Barrington,  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak, 
by  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard 
Belhouse,  of  Ramsden.  He  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  T^y,  and  had  by  her  Nicolas 
Barrington^  of  Raley,  keeper  of  the  King's  park,  who 
by  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Clovill, 
had  John  Barrington^  the  last  male  representative  of 
this  branch  of  the  Barringtons,  who  married  Thom- 
asine,  daughter  and  heiress  of  William  Totham  f  of 
Lamboume  Hall,  in  Canewdon.  He  died  the  8th  of 
November,  14 1 6,  and  she  the  1 5th  of  September,  1420.  J 
They  left  one  daughter  Thomasine,  who  was  thrice 
married,  1,  to  William  Lunsford,  Lunsforthe  or  Louse- 
worthe,  of  Battle,  Co.  Sussex,  who  died  in  1445.  2, 
to  William  Sidney,  of  Stoke  Daubemon  in  Surrey. 
3,  to  John  Hopton.  In  her  will  nroved  10th  Feby. 
1497-8,  she  describes  herself  as  Thomasine  Hopton, 
widow,  of  Yokkingfeld,  Co.  Suffolk,  and  desires  to  be 
buried  in  the  Church  of  Blythbourghe  with  her  hus- 
band, John  Hopton,  or  if  she  died  in  Essex,  to  be 

•  Fop  further  partionlars  see  the  History  of  the  Barrington  family,  by 
George  Alan  Lowndes,  in  the  TranBaotions  of  the  Essex  Archssologioal 
Society. 

f  See  exoerpts  from  ancient  Wills  contributed  by  H.  W.  King  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  same  Society. 

X    See  epitaj>hs  in  Ba7lei;rh  Chnrfih. 
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buried  in  Reiligh  church.  William  Lunsforthe,  her 
son  by  her  first  husband,  succeeded  to  Barringtons  in 
Raighley.  He  had  likewise  in  this  parish  land  called 
Pannefeildes  and  Lunsforth  medes,  and  land  called 
Parkers.  He  died  the  3rd  of  May,  1531.  John 
Lunsforde  his  son  and  heir  was  then  twelve  years  old. 
They  had  at  that  time  Lambornes  in  Canewdon. 
After  this  period  the  lands  were  gradually  sold  away, 
for  in  the  time  of  Eliz.  Robert  Strangman,  son  of 
Bartholomew  Strangman,  sold  John  Cante  or  Caute 
of  London,  land  in  Bayleigh  called  Wyatte,  in 
ancient  time  called  Sleye  Crofte,  formerly  in  William 
Wyatt,  ante  John  Wyatt,  and  land  called  Cocke  perry, 
Crawles,  Choche  hatche  and  Magatt  land,  formerly 
in  John  Barrington  and  before  in  Kobert  de  Lynstan  • 
ton.  At  the  same  period  John  Cocke  of  Kochford, 
and  Ffrancisca  his  wife,  had  land  called  Parkers  land 
in  Kayleigh,  formerly  in  John  Hayes.  This  land 
paid  vi  d.  for  hydage  rent  to  the  Rayleigh  Manor,  and 
formerly  an  annu^  fine  of  3s.  4d.  to  the  Court  of 
Kings's  hill. 

Barringtons  and  Youngs  was  sold  Nov.  19th  1722, 
by  Robert  Stiles  Lannte  *  of  London,  son  and  heir  of 
John  Lannte,  of  London,  and  Ellen  his  wife,  to  Nehe- 
miah  Bennett,  merchant.      Chapel  mead  was  then 

?art  of  it,  a  field  called  Coggars,  and  wood  land  called 
^arpotts.  Nehemiah  Bennett  and  Mary  his  wife  sold 
the  same  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Juson  in  1730,  together 
with  a  messuage  called  Cookes  and  Whitings  in 
Canewdon,  for  £1120.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Juson, 
Rector  of  Wansted,  by  Katherine  his  wife  left  an  only 
surviving  child  and  heir  named  Hester,  a  spinster  re- 
siding at  Swardistonin  Norfolk.  She  sold  it  in  1792 
to  John  Atridge  f  for  £2800.     He  died  in  1796,  and 

*    His  wife's  name  was  Bobeoca. 
t    Soe  inscriptions. 
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it  then  came  to  Thomas  Atridge.  He  died  intestate 
in  1822  without  issue.  John  Pool  of  Hockley  was 
his  nephew  and  heir  at  law,  who  sold  his  interest 
therein  to  John  Alliston  circa  1828.  He  let  the  same 
from  1830  to  1844  at  £130  per  annum  to  S.  Clayton. 
The  house  and  part  of  the  land  were  subsequently  sold 
to  Daniel  Nash  of  South  Bemfleet,  who  pulled  down 
part  of  the  old  residence  and  erected  a  fresh  frontage, 
calling  it  Rayleigh  Place.  He  died  in  Wrotham 
Road,  Gravesend,  and  the  residence  has  since  been  in 
Henry  Cook,  Thomas  Brewitt,  Dr.  Hilliard  and 
William  Cross.  A  field  called  Couches,  on  the 
Hockley  road,  was  sold  after  Atridge's  death  to  W. 
Cross ;  Chapel  field  at  the  foot  of  London  hill,  Great 
and  Little  fish  pond  fields  to  James  Pearson,  after- 
wards to  Henry  Finch,  and  Gallows  mead  to  Thomas 
Brewitt.  Another  field  of  10  acres  in  Bull  lane, 
bought  by  Henry  Cook,  is  now  in  F.  J.  Wiseman, 
oyster  merchant  of  Paglesham,  who  married  in  1859 
Rosaline  Augusta,  the  only  daughter  of  William 
Pissey,  Chemist,  of  Rayleigh. 

"  Bowdens "  or  "  Park  lands "  formerly  part  of 
Barringtons  was  in  Thomas  Boston  who  died  in  1823. 
His  widow  Sarah  Hawkins  Boston  sold  this,  consisting 
of  25  acres,  in  1828,  for  £1300,  to  Golden  Nehemiah 
Prentice.  It  was  sold  after  his  death  in  1848  to  the 
Rev.  William  Twyne  for  £1700,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Durie,  except  2  i  acres  called  Chequers 
mead,  which  was  sold  for  £280  to  Merryfield's 
Executors.  Another  portion  of  the  Barrington  pro- 
perty being  part  of  the  "  Park  lands  "  and  called  the 
'*  Caddy  farm,"  consisting  of  43  acres,  situate  near 
Spratts  ♦  green,  on  the  road  leading  to  Hockley,  was 


Combes  croft  and  Spraite  green,  mentioned  in  the  time  of  Eliz.  in 

"*  "  lly,  Rei  --        -      -  

)  Hall. 

B. 

d9. 


Rayleigh,  was  held  by  Thomas  Jolly,  Beclor  of  Thandersley,  of  William 
Clopton,  as  of  his  manor  of  Downe  Hall.  It  had  formerly  been  in  William 
Bobynson  and  before  in  John  Pyke. 
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in  the  Rev.  George  Shirley  Crewest,  in  1840.     This 
has  likewise  been  acquired  by  Mrs.  Durie. 

"  All  Park,"  consisting  principally  of  meadow  laud, 
belonged  to  Thomas  Whiting  *  who  died  in  1727. 
He  occupied  a  house,  now  pulled  down,  situate  in  a 

rden  adjoining  the  west  wall  of  the  Churchyard, 
afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Cockerton 
family.  By  will  dated  in  1811  William  Cockerton  of 
New  Hall,  mutton,  left  this,  circa  38  acres,  together 
with  a  house  and  1 2  acres  3  roods  of  land  in  Hockley, 
to  his  grandson  Robert  WiUiam  Ltwer^  son  of  Charles 
Laver  of  Wood  Bams,  Ingatestone.  This  Charles 
Laver,  son  of  Robert  Laver,  of  Prittlewell  Temple, 
married  first  to  £lizabeth,f  daughter  of  the  above 
William  Cockerton  and  Judith,  hb  wife.  She  died 
in  1804,  aged  28  years.  He  then  married  a  second 
time,  and  had  one  son,  Henry  William,  buried  with  his 
father  at  Sutton,  and  three  daughters,  Eliza  who  kept 
a  seminary  for  young  ladies  at  Southend,  Emma  who 
married  Samuel  Count  of  Rayleigh,  and  Charlotte  to 
George  Drake,  miller  of  Widford  near  Chelmsford, 
and  formerly  of  Maldon.  Robert  William  Laver  died 
in  1865,  and  Hannah  Nun  his  wife  in  1870,  and  are 
buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Whitings,  at  Rayleigh.  He 
left  a  son  Charles,  and  a  daughter  Mary  Ann,  wife  of 
Henry  Clarke.  The  estate  was  sold  in  1865.  That 
part  in  Hockley  was  sold  to  William  Finch  for  £6 10. 
John  Belcham  bought  Ruffles  mead,  and  Thomas  Offin, 
broken  back  meadow,  alias  Well  mead,  in  Rayleigh, 
the  whole  being  sold  and  dispersed  in  18  dLSerent  lots. 

'*  Fisher's  "  is  in  the  trustees  of  the  Neave  family. 

* '  Baker's  mead  and  Hagger's  row,"  near  Thundersley, 
formerly  in  the  Bristow  family,  belong  to  Ebenezer 

*  See  infioriptiont  at  Bayleigh  and  aoooant  of  the  tomb.  Thomaa 
Whiting  was  sarreyor  when  Roberts'  perambnlation  was  made.  He  and 
John  White  of  Hnll  trees  both  accompanied  him  in  1709. 

t    Sec  insoriptions  at  Sntton. 
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Boreham  of  187,  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E. 

"The  Malting/'  to  which  is  attached  a  superior 
brick  house,  belongs  to  George  Brunwin  of  Rayne,  and 
was  formerly  the  property  of  William  Bellingham, 
who  died  in  1821. 

"  Bedders  Mead,"  in  the  Crown  lane,  was  formerly 
in  William  Marsh,  who  conveyed  it  March  25th,  1815, 
to  John  Bedder,  builder,  of  Basing  Lane,  in  the  City 
of  London,  and  was  sold  by  his  son  Joseph  Bedder, 
to  William  Butler,  August  18th,  1824,  whose  executors 
sold  it  in  1859  to  James  Synnock,  of  Rayleigh. 

Sion  College  has  9  acres,  2  roods,  27  poles  of  land, 
bein^  part  of  Beches,  in  Rawreth. 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  have  26  acres 
1  rood  and  38  poles,  being  part  of  Boxes,  in  Hockley. 

The  Tower  Mill,  near  the  Mount,  on  the  London 
road,  was  built  by  one  Friend,  who  kept  the  Lion  Inn, 
and  sold  the  same  to  Brownworth.  It  was  afterwards 
in  Greorge  Britt(xi,  who  sold  the  mill  and  field  to 
Henry  Scudder. 

The  Windmills  on  the  Eastwood  road,  have  been  for 
many  years  in  the  Audley  family,  and  are  now  in  Mary 
Ann  Audley,  daughter  of  William  Audley. 

"  King's,"  a  smidl  farm  bordering  on  Hockley  parish,^ 
belonged  to  William  Henry  King,  who  was  admitted 
in  1814,  and  whose  death  was  presented  in  1849.  By 
will  dated  6th  Sept.  1841,  he  left  this  property  to 
Daie  Knapping,  of  Buttons,  in  South  Shoebury,  son  of 
his  uterine  brother  Christopher  Dale  Knapping,  who 
was  admitted  in  1849.  He  died  in  1878.  See  South 
Shoebury. 

"  Holly  trees  farm,  or  Hull  trees  "  alias  "  Rivers," 
upon  which  was  one  acre  of  wood  land,  was  in  Thomas 
White  in  1768,  who  was  probably  resident  as  his  name 
occurs  frequently  in  the  parish  books  as  serving  differ- 
ent offices,  and  either  he  or  one  of  this  name  was  here 
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in  1709.  It  was  afterwards  in  William  Gardiner, 
of  Rayleigh,  and  Susannah  his  wife,  who  were 
admitted  in  1799^  and  sold  it  in  1822  to  Thomas 
Timothy  Beningiield,  of  Hutton,  who  was  admitted 
in  1823,  and  died  in  1853.  He  bequeathed  it  to  his 
two  sons,  Timothy  Beningfield,  of  No.  6,  Grove  road, 
Mile  End,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  John  Bening- 
field, of  the  Fishery,  Broxbourne,  Herts.,  and  Thomas 
Ellington,  of  Barton  Mills,  in  Suffolk,  who  were 
admitted  in  1854.  They  sold  it  the  same  year  to 
James  Byass,  Surgeon,  of  Rayleigh.  His  first  wife 
was  Georgiana,  second  and  youngest  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Neville  Syer,  Curate  of  Rayleigh,  whom  he 
married  in  1820.  She  died  Dec.  24th,  1837,  and  is 
buried  at  Horndon-on-the-Hill.  He  married  secondly 
his  cousin,  Elizabeth  Byass,  (who  survives  him),  and 
died  Jan.  9th,  1879,  aged  81  years,  and  is  buried  at 
Rayleigh.  The  estate  was  lately  in  his  son  James,  who 
married  Mary  Ann  Tuston,  of  Northamptonshire. 
His  Grandfather,  Hervey  *  Byass,  Surgeon,  came  to 
Rayleigh  previous  to  1799,  and  died  in  1828^  as  did 
Sarah  his  wife,  the  same  year.  He  had  four  sons, 
Thomas  and  James,  both  Surgeons,  Wheatley,  a  Lieut, 
in  the  Navy,  who  married  in  1832  a  Miss  Lamprill, 
only  daughter  of  John  Lamprill  of  Harberts,  Ray- 
leigh, and  William,  a  nurseryman,  at  Hockley.  The 
farm  was  sold  in  1881,  to  Joseph  Webster  for  ^1025. 
(See  inscriptions). 
"  Steven's"  f  farm,  at  tlie  extremity  of  Bull  lane,  in 

*  Michael  Sheohy,  Sorfreon,  of  Soathend,  first  came  into  this  neigh- 
boarhood  as  aSBistant  to  Herrey  Byasa. 

t  There  was  a  Steren  or  Stephen,  a  glover,  of  Rayleigh,  who  was  appre- 
hended in  1577  by  Sir  U.  Appleton  and  £2.  Tyrell,  for  heresy,  and  recanted. 
He  was  one  of  22  bound  with  "  gyves  and  hemp,"  who  were  sent  to  London 
for  examination,  but  an  easy  submission  being  framed  for  them,  at  the 
instance  of  Cardinal  Pole,  they  siinied,  and  so  escaped.  There  are  several 
fnrras  known  by  this  namn  in  the  Uundrod,  viz.  in  Remfloct  nnd  Great 
Wakcring. 
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1768  was  in  John  Crosier.  It  was  afterwards  in 
Jonathan  Crosier,  of  Beeleigh  Grange,  and  before  of 
Beeleigh  Mills,  near  Maldon.  His  son,  Joseph  Shingle- 
wood  *  Crosier,  of  Brighton,  left  the  estate  to  the 
g resent  owner,  Elijah  Crosier  Bailey,  Solicitor,  of  the 
hrubbery,  Norwich. 
'*  Sandpits,"  a  freehold  farm  with  House  and  Home- 
stead, situate  opposite  the  Baptist  Chapel,  formerly  in 
the  lUidge  family,  was  purchased  in  1879  by  William 
Pissey,  Chemist  of  Rayleigh. 

A  brick  residence  adjoining  the  Lion  Inn  was 
formerly  a  noted  public  house,  known  as  the  *'  Bull 
Inn/'  This  Inn,  cii'ca  Henry  VIII.  was  in  John 
Bullock,  afterwards  in  Robert  Ffanninge,  then  in 
Henry  Butler,  and  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  was 
owned  by  John  Matthew  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and 
descended  to  Thomas  Matthew,  his  son  and  heir. 
Thomas  Harridge  who  died  in  1828,  was  owner  of 
this  place,  and  resident.  He  was  a  wine  merchant, 
a  magistrate  and  deputy  lieutenant  for  this  County. 
His  devizees  sold  it  to  Golden  Nehemiah  Prentice,, 
after  whose  decease  in  1848,  it  was  sold  to  Henry 
Finch,  horsedealer,  for  £760.  There  is  an  interestuig^ 
token,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Pissey,  (the  only^ 
one  known)  withoutdatef  and  evidently  anunpublisbedH 
one,  as  it  is  to  be  found  neither  in  Boyne  or  Conder.. 
The  animal  depicted  thereon  has  enormous  horns,  and 
after  consultation  with  the  authorities  at  the  British 
Museum,  we  have  arrived  at  the  following  result. 
Obverse,  **  Rebecca  Barnes.  A  bull  in  centre  with 
ring  in  nose."    Reverse, "  Of  Raylee,  (R.B.)  in  centre." 

*  Joseph  Shingldwood,  Reotor  of  Ohigndll  St.  James,  near  Chelmftford, 
was  hiB  great  uncle,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Cheater  Moor  Hall. 

t  The  praotice  of  coining  email  copper  money  by  tradesmen  and  others 
prerailed  from  the  time  of  Elizabeth  to  Charles  U.,  when  in  1672  a  soffioient 
quantity  of  money  was  coined  for  the  purpose  of  social  intercourse. 
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This  Rebecca  Barnes  *  no  doubt  kept  the  Boll  Inn, 
where  bull  baiting  was  formerly  practised.  Sufficient 
evidence  of  this  pastime  being  carried  on  at  the  rear  of 
the  House,  is  shown  from  the  fact  that  the  ring  and 
stump  of  the  post  was  dug  up  by  Henry  Finch  in  the 
stable  yard.  The  ring  is  in  the  possessicHi  of  Robert 
Bristow.  At  the  back  of  the  premises  b  the  Bull 
lane,  and  Bull  mead,  the  latter  now  in  Henry  Finch. 

^^  Turrett  House  "  farm  in  Rayleigh  and  Hockley^ 
in  1815  was  in  the  possession  of  William  Hunter, 
partly  under  the  will  of  his  Father,  and  partly  by 
purchase  of  his  Mother  and  Sister.  He  died  the  same 
year  and  left  the  farm  to  his  only  daughter,  Frances 
Sophia,  who  married  Thomas  Maling  Welsh,  in  1821. 
He  died  in  1832.  His  widow  married  the  Rev.  Henry 
Griffin,  of  Stanstead,  in  1836,  who  died  in  1863.  His 
relict  subsequently  resided  at  Glenthome,  Torquay, 
where  she  died  Jan.  3rd,  1875,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  on  the  5th.  Lepel  Henry  Griffin,  son  of 
the  above,  succeeded  to  the  estate  and  sold  it  the  same 
year  to  Thomas  William  Offin,  auctioneer,  of  Down 
Hall,  for  £4,200.  He  is  descended  from  Abraham 
Offin,  of  Hutton,  who  lived  in  a  house  on  the  site  of 
the  present  one,  now  occupied  by  F.  Wood,  and  called 
Hutton  Park.  He  left  three  sons,  viz.  Abraham  of 
Hutton,  a  timber  merchant  and  valuer,  who  died  a 
Bachelor,  John,  of  Brentwood,  and  WtUiam  Offin,  a 
currier,  of  "  Gardiners,"  Burstead.  Upon  Abraham 
Offin's  tomb  at  Hutton  is  inscribed,  "  In  memory  of 
Abraham  Offin,  who  departed  this  life  the  27th  of 
April,  1782,  aged  65  years." 

"  May  your  three  lovely  boyB  be  happy  long, 
And  may  they  neither  do  nor  Btmer  wrong ; 

May  yonr  unbounded  oomforts  never  know 
A  stop,  nor  ebb,  but  an  eternal  flow." 

•  In  the  registers  we  find  that  **ThomaB  BameB  was  buried  April  14th, 
1650.  Henry  Barnes,  son  of  Thomas  and  Bebeooa  Bamee,  was  baptised 
Oct.  6th,  1644,  and  William,  another  son,  Feb.  27th  1650." 
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William  Ofl5n,  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  Byatt,  of  South 
Weald,  had  one  son,  John  *  Offin,  of  Hutton  Park, 
and  late  master  of  hounds,  and  four  daughters,  Mary- 
anne,  first  married  to  Samuel  Chant,  and  secondly  to 
William  Goldsmith,  Isabella  to  Thomas  Nicholas, 
Louisa  to  William  Thompson,  and  £liza  to  the  Italian 
Count,  Veroni.  The  latter  had  an  only  son  who  was 
lost  at  sea.  By  his  second,  Catherine,  widow  of 
William  Cressey,  of  Stock  house,  he  had  two  sons, 
Abraham,  of  Hurfleets,  Nevendon,  and  T.  W.  Offin^ 
now  of  Down  hall,  Rayleigh.  who  is  married  to  Clara 
Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Wallis,  of  Orsett, 

"Sweet  Downs,"  a  meadow  near  the  town,  belongs 
to  Sarah  Ann  Belcham,  widow  of  the  late  George 
Belcham,  f  of  Rayleigh. 

"  Whitebreads."  The  homestead  of  this  is  in  Hock- 
ley, but  the  land  extends  into  Rayleigh  and  Rochford. 
It  was  formerly  in  Thomas  FuUford,  and  sold  under 
his  will  in  1833  to  W.  Praed  Wood,  of  Brighton,  for 
£2,000,  It  has  since  been  in  Robert  Bristow,  and 
now  belongs  to  John  Baker,  J.  P.,  who  is  resident. 

"  Gin  and  Water  field,"  with  some  cottages  near 
watery  lane,  derives  its  name  from  an  owner  who  had 
a  propensity  for  that  spirit.  It  was  formerly  part  of 
Lubbers  lodge  and  at  one  time  was  in  — Brown.  At 
his  death  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  Oddy,  and  now  belongs 
to  Thomas  Mott. 

Some  very  ancient  title  deeds  respecting  Rayleigh 
property  are  in  the  possession  of  James  Synnock,  the 
grandson  of  James  Pearson,  the  oldest  dated  1414, 
likewise  the  ladt  will  of  William  Bette,  dyer,  of  Ray- 
leigh, dated  July  4th   1435,  concerning  Rychardy- 

*  John  Offin  married  first  to  Jane  Langworthy,  daaghter  of  Langwdrthj, 
iMker,  of  Great  Danmow,  and  sister  to  Mrs.  Joseph  Kirkham,  of  Little 
Kalgraves  farm,  Laindon  Hills.  His  second  wife,  was  Jessie  Benningfield,  of 
Brozbonme,  Herts. 

I  See  inscriptionB. 
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shaghe,  being  house  property  in  the  town,  likewise  a 
charter  of  mortgage  of  tliis  property,  for  £2  ISs.  4d. 
in  1503,  payable  in  four  years.  He  has  a  wooden 
seal  with  a  lion  engraven  thereon,  a  jug  which  has 
been  in  his  family  200  years,  he  lately  had  (now  in 
Mr.  Pissey,)  a  Roman  amphora  or  wine  jar  without 
handles,  which  he  purchased  of  a  fisherman  at  Leigh. 
The  bottom  of  this  jar  is  in  the  form  of  a  screw,  and 
pointed.  But  the  greatest  interest  must  be  centred 
m  several  encaustic  tiles  about  the  15th  century,  which 
were  found  by  some  labourers  water  furrowing  in 
Chapel  field  embedded  in  mortar,  evidently  belonging 
to  the  Chapel,  mentioned  by  Morant.     See  further  on. 

In  1704  there  was  a  house  in  Rayleigh  called 
"  Bonner's  house  of  the  Wall,"  in  the  occupation  of 
Widow  Glasscock.  In  1581  one  of  the  Bonners,  of 
Leigh,  failed  in  consequence  of  his  losses  at  sea  from 
the  French  capturing  his  vessel.  He  lost  by  the 
Turks  £3,500.  He  loaded  to  Ireland  and  Newhaven 
in  wood  and  coal,  and  traded  likewise  to  Barbary.. 

There  were  4  acres  of  land  in  Rayleigh  called 
"  Longe  Smithe  or  Church  land,"  which  William  Rust, 
Rector,  held  of  Rayleigh  Hojior,  temp.  Eliz. 

Thomas  Philipson  held  Dyckmoreland  or  Dyrk- 
moreland  in  Rayleigh,  temp.  Eliz.  formerly  part  of  the 
manor  of  Dow;ie  hall,  it  had  previously  been  in  Henry 
Wylcocke  and  Florence  his  wife,  ante  Thomas  Wyberde 
and  Anna  his  wife.  It  was  situated  near  Rawreth 
hall  gate. 

The  Golden  Lion  inn  belongs  to  Cross's  trustees, 
likewise  the  Crown;  the  White  Horse  to  Crabb  and 
Sons;  the  Drovers  Arms  and  land  called  "  Mildrens  " 
to  J.  Baker;  the  Half  Moon  to  Wells  and  Perry. 

The  gas  works  in  the  Crown  lane,  erected  in  1859, 
belong  to  a  Company  (limited)  holding  125  shares  of 
t*10  each. 
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The  tithes  of  this  parish  were  commuted  in  1840 
for  ^940  per  annum  and  an  additional  sum  of  7s.  6d. 
per  acre  on  the  glebe,  when  not  in  hand,  making  the 
total  £955  15s.  5f  d.  This  agreement  is  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  the  original  demand  made  by  Sir 
John  Head,  viz.  £700,  but  the  amount  being  deferred 
to  and  resisted  at  several  meetings,  at  each  of  which  a 
rise  was  asked,  (the  patron  being  represented  on  the 
scene),  it  was  ultimately  concluded  upon  the  above 
basis. 

The  Church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity.*  It 
formerly  belonged  to  Prittlewell  Priory,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  given  them  by  Robert  de  Essex, 
son  of  Suene,  as  part  of  the  foundation  temp.  Henry 
II.  and  was  one  of  those  possessions  of  that  Priory, 
which  T.  a  Becket,  A.  B.  Cant,  took  under  his  pro- 
tection. The  Priory  f  were  patrons  of  the  Church  at 
the  suppression,  and  according  to  Dugdale's  Monasti- 
con,  vol.  5,  page  23,  they  were  then  deriving  a  pension 
from  the  Rectory  of  £l  13s.  4d.  per  annum,  and 
78.  lOd-  from  land  and  tenements  in  the  parish. 
After  which  Queen  Eliz.  in  the  1st  or  2nd  year  of  her 
reign  granted  the  advowson  of  the  Rectory  to  her 
kinsman  Sir  H.  Carey  of  Hunsdon.  It  was  afterwards 
conveyed  in  1621  by  his  younger  son  Heniy  to  the 
family  of  Warwick,  and  thence  as  the  honor  to  tne  family 
of  Bristow.  "In  1610  the  Terrier  has  a  Parsonage 
house,  a  barn,  a  hay  house  and  stable,  with  two  gardens 

•  An  iuBcription  to  this  effect  was  difioovered  about  20  years  tkgo  on  the 
chancel  arch,  by  removing  some  plaster,  whilst  ezecating  some  repairs. 

t  An  impression  of  the  common  seal  of  Prittlewell  Priory  on  white  wax 
is  attached  to  a  deed  in  the  office  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  dated  1343. 
The  subject  is  the  annunciation  The  angel  has  a  scroll,  the  words  on 
which  are  illegible.  Between  him  and  the  Virgin  is  a  flower  pot.  The  field 
of  the  seal  is  diapered.  The  figures  are  standing  between  two  slender 
pillars,  under  ornamental  arches.  The  legend  is  S.  comvne.  coventus.  de 
P't«.  Welle,  but  the  five  last  letters  can  only  be  conjectured,  the  legend 
being  much  defaced.  This  deed  relates  to  a  monk  of  Prittlewell.  Henricus 
(le  Suthchurche,  who  it  appears  was  illegitimate  and  contumacious. 


732  THB  msTOBT  OF 

tnd  an  orchard  and  about  four  *  acres  of  Glebe/'  A 
curious  discovery  was  made  in  the  Rectory  House  in 
the  summer  of  1846,  consisting  of  part  of  a  suit  of 
armour,  embracing  back  and  oreast  plate  and  other 
portions  consisting  of  chain.  The  supposed  date  of 
this  suit  was  that  of  Cromwell.  It  was  concealed  in 
a  hole  in  the  chimney,  the  access  to  which  was  from 
an  opening  in  the  roof  amongst  the  tUes. 

The  church  is  an  imposing  structure  in  the  ^^  Perpen- 
dicular  "  style  of  architecture,  which  prevailed  from 
the  latter  part  of  the  14th  to  the  early  part  of  the  1 6th 
century.  Viewed  from  the  south  east,  the  tower  (once 
surmounted  by  a  shingle  spire)  the  battlemented  brick 
porch  and  flint  faced  aisle  with  eastern  gables  form  a 
stately  group.  Traces  of  greater  antiouity  than  the 
early  ^^Perpendicular"  period  are  exhibited  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Church,  including  the  south  door 
and  west  windows.  The  plan  comprises  a  ehancel 
with  side  chapels,  nave  with  north  and  south  aisles,  a 
north  vestry,  south  porch  and  west  tower.  The  roofs 
of  the  chancel,  north  chapel  and  nave  are  high  pitched 
and  tiled,  the  south  chapel  and  aisles  are  flat  and 
covered  with  lead. 

MS.  records  inform  us  that  down  at  least  to  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  there  were  upwards  of  eighty  coats  of 
arms  (chiefly  in  the  windows)  in  this  church.  There 
are  some  in  the  east  window  still  remaining,  but  so 
sadly  intermixed  by  churchwardens  and  glaziers  that 
they  cannot  be  relied  on.  A  record  of  some  of  these 
are  preserved  in  Harl.  MS.  1408,  and  have  appeared 
in  the  East  Anglian  No.  xxxii,  page  413.      Amongst 

*  There  were  four  acres  of  land  in  Eastwood  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Chantry  Chapel.  If  the  above  is  an  accurate  aoooant  of  the  glebe  in  1610, 
it  has  recelTed  since  that  period  a  great  augmentation.  In  1702,  when 
Thomas  Merryfield  was  Churchwarden,  the  glebe  then  consisted  of  foar 
doses  lying  together  near  Great  Wheatley  and  Mr.  Halls  farm,  and  a  close 
near  Great  Wheatley  wood,  in  all  aboat  40  acres,  besides  an  orchard  near 
the  Parsonage  House. 
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them  are  Barrington,  Chevington,  Sbaaor  Shaw,  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  Lunsford,  Enyvet,  Strangman  and 
Downes.  Sahnon  says  Barrington  impaled  by  Luns^ 
ford  was  in  the  fourth  window  on  the  north  side.  On 
a  corbel  of  a  window  in  the  south  aisle  was  formerly 
a  shield,  charged  with  a  cross  fiisil.  On  the  tower  are 
seven  escocheons,  but  only  one  with  the  arms  of  de 
y  ere,  is  decipherable,  viz.  quarterly,  in  the  first  quarter 
a  mallet. 

The  chancel  is  24  feet  by  18.  The  column  arches 
and  muUions  on  the  north  side  are  of  stone,  but  those 
on  the  south  are  of  wood,  very  nearly  as  old  as  the 
stone.  This  wooden  arch  *  is  of  oak  and  of  late  Per- 
pendicular date  and  consists  of  a  wide  arch^  divided 
by  two  sub-arches,  forming  a  very  picturesque  ar- 
rangement. The  north  side  of  the  chancel  arch  is 
carried  upon  a  remarkable  corbel  which  overhangs 
nearly  a  yard,  and  consists  of  a  series  of  mouldings 
3  feet  6  in  height.  A  marble  slab  inserted  as  a  reredos 
in  the  wall  at  the  back  of  the  Communion  table  was 
given  by  Thomas  Harridge,  at  a  cost  of  £20  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century.  It  has  lately  been 
taken  down  and  removed  to  the  Rectonr.  Salmon, 
who  wrote  in  1740,  mentions  a  tomb  under  this  arch 
and  the  north  chapel,  then  defaced,  but  some  shields 
remained  with  arms  of  '^  BarringUm  Argent^  three  Chev^ 
rande^  Gules;  a  label  of  three  Painte,  Agurer  There 
was  also  a  marble  tomb  upon  which  was  erected  the 
portraiture  of  a  man  and  his  wife  in  brasse,  with  the 
epitath  underneath,  *^  Orate  pro  aiabus  Johis  Barrington 
Arm^  et  ThamazinoB  Ux^ia  ejus  expectantium  miwn  Dei. 
Joh.  obijt  vm  Nov.  1416.  T/iamaz.  26  Sep.  1420. 
Quorum  aiabus  propicietur  DeuSj  Amen.*^ 

This  brass  has  been  removed  from  the  original  site, 

•  This  aroh  waa  oonitraci^d  in  ihe  9tli  year  of  Henry  Vm^  npon  the 
bnilding  of  Alen's  ohapel.    See  farther  on. 
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and  is  now  lying  north  and  eouth  at  the  north  west 
entrance  to  the  Church.  It  is  the  only  brass  remain- 
ing, and  the  male  figure  is  headless,  in  this  chancel 
is  a  stone  "  to  the  memory  of  Rev.  Philip  Shore, 
Rector  of  Woodmancoat,  and  Vicar  of  Wurthing, 
in  the  County  of  Sussex,  who  in  his  return  from  Cam- 
bridge, in  company  with  Henry  Campion,  Esq'*'  was 
siezed  with  gout  in  his  bowels,  and  died  in  this  place 
in  1725,  aged  48  years."  Mrs.  Katherine  Shore  is 
interred  near  her  husband,  but  the  date  is  illegible. 
These  slabs  are  now  buried  beneath  the  chancel 
pavement. 

On  another  slab  near  the  font, "  In  the  vault  beneath 
are  interred  the  remains  of  Mr.  Thomas  Harridge,  late 
of  Hadleigh  Hall,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Harridge  of 
this  place,  who  died  20  June,  1808,  aged  35  years, 
also  John  Harridge,  third  son  of  the  above,  who  died 
in  1810,  aged  32  years;  also  Mrs.  Susan  Harridge,  of 
this  parish,  who  died  Octr.  20th,  1812,  aged  66  years; 
also  of  the  above  Thomas  Harridge,  many  years  a 
deputy  Lieutenant  and  Magistrate  of  this  County,  who 
died  the  9th  of  June,  1827,  aged  86  years."  This 
unfortunate  slab  is  broken  into  a  variety  of  pieces, 
caused  by  the  great  heat  from  the  pipes  connected 
with  the  warming  apparatus. 

On  white  marble  tablets  on  the  south  wall  of  the 
south  aisle  are  inscriptions  to  the  memory  of ''  Lydia, 
wife  of  John  Page,  of  this  parish,  who  died  in  1856, 
aged  70  years,  also  to  John  Page,  her  husband,  who 
died  in  1858,  aged  72  years."  They  resided  for  many 
years  at  Turrett  house.  They  were  interred  in  a 
vault  in  the  Churchyard.     (See  further  on). 

The  north  chapel  opens  to  the  aisle  by  a  lofty  pointed 
arch,  one  side  of  which  springs  from  the  outer  wall, 
but  the  other,  next  the  chancel  arch,  has  a  pier  of  its 
own,  rising  from  the  ground.     The  four  light  east 
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window  with  lofty  compartments  of  cusped  tracery,  is 
the  best  window  in  the  Church.  There  is  a  small 
book  closet  in  the  south  wall.  The  dedication  of  this 
chapel  cannot  be  determined.  There  were  two  Guilds 
in  Rayleigh,  one  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  other  of  St. 
John  Baptist^  as  proved  by  the  will  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  ^osiate  in  1388,  and  in  1496,  John  Buttell, 
of  Rayleigh,  by  will  desires  to  be  buried  in  this  Church, 
before  the  image  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  le  Pity,  and 
desired  an  honest  priest  to  celebrate  for  his  soul,  &c., 
before  the  altar  of  S.  John  Baptist.  There  is  great 
probability  that  this  altar  stood  in  this  "chapel,  which 
was  dedicated  to  that  Saint.  • 

The  south  chapel  was  founded  and  endowed  by 
William  Alen,  of  Rayleigh,  according  to  directions 
which  he  had  given  to  his  three  sons,  John,  Richard 
and  Thomas.  The  document  was  dated  Jan.  4th, 
1516.7,  and  directs  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
south  side  of  the  chancel,  and  without  the  same,  where 
he  had  assigned  a  chapel  to  be  builded,  and  provided 
a  priest  to  sing  for  himself,  his  wife  and  children  for 
four  score  and  xviij  years,  at  a  salary  of  ten  marks  a 
year.  His  tomb  is  gone,  but  that  of  his  son  Richard 
Aleyn*  who  died  23rd  June,  1517,  still  remains.  It 
is  an  exquisitely  worked  "Perpendicular"  monument, 
an  altar  one,  panelled  in  three  compartments,  with 
tracery  having  a  shield  in  the  centre  of  each  panel, 
the  tabernacle  work  over  the  tomb  is  recessed  in  the 
depth  of  the  window  which  is  blocked,  and  the  back 
divided  by  slender  muUions  into  three  upright  panels 
for  groups  of  sculpture.  The  sides  contain  niches  for 
single  figures,  all  of  which  with  the  corbels  have  been 
rudely  chiselled  off.  This  design  is  surmounted  by  a 
moulded  cornice  enriched  with  a  running  pattern  of 

•  The  arms  of  Alen  were,  Gu.  a  ohev.  ongr.  or,  between  three  plates  each 
charged  with  a  greyhound  courant,  8a.  They  were  granted  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI. 
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ivy  and  roees,  dotted  with  shields,  and  crested  with 
the  favourite  device  of  the  15th  century,  the  strawbeny 
leaf.  The  monument,  particularly  the  cornice,  is 
greatly  mutilated.  No  doubt  it  was  at  first  richly 
painted  and  gilded,  all  traces  of  which  have  entirely 
disappeared.  On  the  ceiling  were  formerly  the  arms 
of  Vere  impaling  Howard  and  other  coats  mutifeted. 
These  arms  were  those  of  John  de  Yere,  14th  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  probably  were  represented  here  as  the 
friend  or  patron  of  the  founder.  The  lands  belonging 
to  this  foundation  were  confiscated  by  the  crown  in 
the  re^  of  Edward  VI.  The  altar  standing  here 
was  soro  for  40  pence.  William  Alen  the  founder  was 
also  owner  of  Rayleigh  castle,  which  he  bequeathed  to 
his  son  Thomas,  and  that  property  is  charged  with  its 
repair.  Amongst  the  witnesses  to  his  will  were  ^*  Sir 
Wyllyam  Tonndl  hisgoastly  ffather,  and  Pysshe  Freest 
of  Kaylegh,"  and  ""Wyllyam  Forde  bis  physician." 

The  nave  is  four  bays  in  length,  the  arches  of  which 
are  of  wide  span,  and  spring  from  slender  columns, 
consisting  of  a  cluster  of  four  small  shafts,  with  elegant 
plinths.  Over  each  column,  back  and  front,  is  an 
overhanging  corbel  of  an  angel,  holding  a  shield,  com- 
posed of  planter  and  lime^  made  by  William  Hadler  in 
1842,  from  models  taken  from  those  at  Leigh.  They 
have  been  taken  as  genuine  by  some  architects,  but 
are  wholly  unconnected  with  the  original  structure. 
The  Royal  arms  of  Queen  Anne  are  now  banished  and 
removed  to  the  boys'  school.  There  is  a  flat  stone  upon 
the  floor  "  to  Thomas  Williams,  the  last  of  the  fiimily 
of  Whitebreads  in  Hockley,  who  died  in  1763,  aged  37 
years.  The  sincerity  of  his  friendship  and  generosity 
of  his  temper  made  him  much  beloved  whilst  living,  and 
as  much  regretted  at  his  death.  In  grateful  remem- 
brance of  his  fidelitjr  and  affection  Eliza  Clark  hath 
caused  this  stone  to  be  inscribed  to  his  memory."    Until 
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lately  a  font  of  unpretending  nature,  of  an  octangular 
form  and  lined  with  lead  has  been  used  in  this  Church, 
but  another  of  Caen  stone,  very  elaborately  carved,  has 
lately  been  presented  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Meakens 
Hilliard*  by  her  Husband  and  children.  In  the 
Churchyard,  by  the  side  of  the  path  leading  to  the 
west  gate  are  ^e  remains  of  a  third  and  more  ancient 
one  that  cannot  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
antiquary.  An  interesting  old  wooden  chest  formerly 
standing  in  the  nave,  but  now  consigned  to  the  belfry, 
is  hewn  out  of  a  solid  tree.  It  is  two  feet  eleven  inches 
long,  one  foot  seven  wide,  and  one  foot  eight  high. 
The  ponderous  lid  is  provided  with  four  hasps  for 
padlocks  and  a  ring  handle.  Previous  to  the  hasps 
being  appended  the  lid  appears  to  have  been  lifted  up 
and  down  quite  detachea. 

The  north  aisle  has  an  ancient  entrance  door,  over 
which  is  a  triple  light  window.  High  up  in  the  north 
waU  is  a  cusped  single  compartment,  which  has  either 
been  a  window,  or  the  entrance  to  the  gallery  which 
led  to  the  rood  loft.  There  is  an  ancient  rurbeck 
stone,  but  the  brasses  are  gone. 

The  south  aisle  is  very  similar  to  the  north.  Some 
part  of  this  aisle  at  the  west  end  exhibits  traces  of  an 
older  date.  The  west  window  is  probably  the  remains 
of  a  Norman  or  lancet  opening.  Here  is  another 
Purbeck  stone  7  feet  6  bv  3  feet,  indented  for  a  brass, 
apparently  for  a  priest,  the  brass  is  gone  and  the  stone 
is  without  inscription.  Weever  gives  us  the  following 
epitaphs,  some  of  which  may  have  been  on  the  stones 
in  these  aisles,  ^^  Orate  pro  anima  WUlielmi  Talhurgh^ 
quondam  Rectoris  istim  Ecdesie  .  Ob  .  1420.'^  ^^  Orate 
pro  anima  venerabilia  Viri  Bichardi  Lincolne^  T%eologie 
Professorisj  et  kujua  Ecdesie  Bectoria^  quiob.  29  Jtd.  1492" 

•  This  lady  was  buried  atBayleigb,  and  not  at  Bomford  as  preTiooslj 
stated. 
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"  Orate  pro  anima  Willielmi  Sutton  nuper  Vdecti  Carans 
Domini  Begis^  etJohanne  tixofisejus^quiob  .....  14^8.*' 
In  his  will  this  William  Sutton  desires  his  executors 
to  appoint  a  man  to  make  a  vicarious  pilgrimage  for 
his  good  estate  and  soul's  health  to  the  shrines  of  S  S. 
William  and  Richard  of  York,  John  of  Beverley  and 
Hugh  of  Lincoln,  &c.  In  the  middle  of  the  Church, 
"Here  lyeth  interred  the  body  of  Kenelme  Lowe, 
aleua  Kellum  Drap',  sometimes  of  this  parish,  ob.  1627. 
Here  lieth  the  Body  of  John  and  Eliz.  Dansie  of  this 
parish,  ob.  1685." 

The  south  porch,  9  feet  6  by  8  feet  10,  is  about  temp. 
Henry  VII.  The  interior  is  of  fine  character,  the 
roof  is  groined  and  ribbed.  The  door  into  the  Nave 
is  Early  Pointed  with  columns  in  the  jambs.  Five 
old  grave  stones  form  the  steps  down  into  the  Porch. 
Externally  it  is  of  red  brick  and  has  an  embattled  and 
machicolated  parapet.  Over  the  door  is  a  niche  for 
a  statue. 

There  is  an  ancient  sacristy  on  the  north  entered 
by  an  original  doorway.  It  is  in  communication  with 
the  Church,  by  an  entrance  through  the  Baptist's 
chapel. 

The  west  Tower,  four  stories  in  height,  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  coursed  rubble  work  with  quoins,  the 
surface  of  the  walls  being  nearly  as  compact  as  solid 
masonry.  Over  the  west  doorway  is  a  band  of  masonry 
with  a  row  of  shields  in  relief,  one  of  which  has  already 
been  described.  On  the  face  of  the  south  buttress  is 
a  niche  for  a  statue,  but  the  figure  is  gone.  At  this 
corner  of  the  tower  rises  an  octangular  staircase  turret, 
from  the  parapet  it  is  embattled  and  finished  with  an 
antique  vane.  In  the  belfry,  remains  an  ancient  timber 
framing  with  gudgeon  holes,  apparently  to  receive  a 
roller  used  to  lift  the  bells  by  the  aid  of  a  windlass. 
There  are  now  5  great  bells,  the  same  number  as 
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'existed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  ♦  The  Ist  bell 
has  "  Charles  Wright,  Rector.  Samuel  Brown,  John 
Atridge,  Churchwardens.  Thomas  Hears  late  Lester, 
Pack  &  Chapman  fecit  1790."  2.  "  Thomas  Lester 
of  London  made  me.  1746.  Henry  Hesketh,  Church- 
warden." 3.  **  Sancta :  Margareta :  Or  a :  Pro :  Nos.''  f 
4.  ^^Sit:  Nomen:  Domini:  Benedictumy  5.  "John 
Hodson  made  me  1657.  George  Gillson,  Joseph 
Vimsee,  Churchwardens."     6.  The  same  as  1. 

In  1711,  there  is  an  entry  of  Roberts,  then  Rector, 
in  the  registers,  that  the  fencing  on  the  north  of  the 
Churchyard  belongs  to  the  Rector;  that  on  the  west 
and  south  is  done  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  rest  on 
the  east,  south  and  west  belongs  to  the  parish.  In 
1818,  there  was  a  document  placed  in  the  parish 
chest,  stating  that  the  Church  fence  has  always  been 
renewed  and  repaired  by  those  whose  lands  and 
fences  abut  upon  such  part  of  the  Churchyard.  The 
stones,  vaults  and  inscriptions  are  as  follows:  at 
the  east  of  the  porch  is  a  brick  altar  tomb  with 
"  Here  lyeth  interred  the  body  of  Thomas  Whiting, 
of  Rawleigh  in  Essex,  who  departed  this  life, 
April  y*  28th,  1727,  aged  61  years,  also  the  body  of 
Thomas  Whiting,  who  departed  this  life,  Novem- 
ber y*  16th,  1727,  aged  21  years,  also  Mary  Whiting, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Whiting,  who  died  Octr.  3rd, 


•  The  plate  and  ftimitare  belonging  to  this  Church  at  the  Beformation 
was  Tcrj  Talnable,  and  waa  disposed  of  prinoipally  by  the  Chorohwardens, 
bat  in  the  4  th  year  of  Edward  VI.  after  divine  serrioe,  certain  of  the  parish- 


loners  sold  the  remainder  of  the  mass  bookS|  a  cross  staff,  certain  banners 
and  streamers,  holy  water  pots,  candlesticks,  and  small  bells.  They  paid 
this  money  over  partly  to  the  stage  players  that  played  at  Bayleigh  on 
Trinity  Sunday,  and  the  residue  was  bestowed  about  the  reparation  of  the 
com  market,  then  likely  to  fall.  This  building  was  situate  on  the  east  side 
of  the  street  about  half  way  down,  in  a  small  square  now  enclosed.  After 
this  there  remained  in  the  Church  box  nothing.  The  trees  growing  in  the 
high  street  (temp.  Edward  UL)  within  the  park  of  Bayleigh,  were  cut  down, 
sold,  and  the  money  expended  on  Hadleigh  castle,  then  in  possession  of  the 
Crown. 

t  Fc$  is  bad  Latin ;   it  should  have  been  Nobis. 

I)  10. 
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1729,  aged  26  years,  also  Robert  William  Laver/ 
who  died  in  1865,  aged  61  years,  *  and  Hannah 
his  wife,  in  1870,  aged  70  years.''  f  There  are  several 
stones  and  an  altar  tomb  to  the  Brown  family,  of 
Thundersley;  ^^  James  Brown,  in  1802,  aged  53 
years ;"  he  was  killed  coming  from  an  election  at 
Chelmsford,  at  a  corner  near  Kawreth  Church;  also 
his  son  "  James,  who  died  of  apoplexy  in  1849,  aged 
64  years;"  upon  one  of  these  tombs  is  the  motto 
'^Death  plucks  us  up  and  plants  us."  Stone  to 
Stephen  Bannister,  of  this  parish,  in  1799,  aged  34, 
and  Sarah  his  wife,  who  died  in  1795,  aged  25  years; 
he  was  a  publican  of  Thundersley,  and  belonged  to  a 
Dengy  family.  A  stone  with  here  lieth  y*  body  of 
Mrs.  Rebeckah  Merryfield,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Merryfield,  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life 
March  y*  4th,  1730,  aged  38  years,  also  Mary  Smith, 
widow  of  Richard  Merryfield,  in  1808,  aged  72; 
Richard  Merryfield,  in  1792,  aged  28  years,  also 
Mary  Higgs  his  daughter,  and  Daniel  Higgs  her 
husband.  There  are  stones  likewise  to  Charles 
Noone,  formerly  hair  dresser  here,  also  to  the 
Linggood,  Joslin,  Bell,  (one  of  whom  was  relieving 
officer  many  years),  Waight,  Gardiner,  Lincoln,  (a 
woodman),  Boston,  Saggars,  Rivers,  (of  Thundersley), 
Brown,  (of  Hockley),  Pease,  Hicks,  (of  South  Hanii- 
ingfield,)  Woolston,  Clark,  (of  Chadwell),  Chinnery, 
Coker,  and  Ruffle  families,  one  to  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Sandal  Netherwood,  who  died  Oct.  27th,  1764,  aged 
32  years.  A  brick  vault  at  the  north  east  corner  of 
church,  enclosing  the  remains  of  AVilliam  Offen,  late 

*  Upon  opening  this  Taolt  to  reoeive  the  remains  of  Larer,  the  three 
Bkeletons  of  the  Whitings'  were  foond  entire,  and  seemed  to  have  been  in- 
terred without  coffins.  Whiting  was  owner  of  all  Park  Farm.  Upon  this 
tomb  and  those  of  William  Offen  and  Charles  Carter  (all  altar  tombs)  grows 
the  fern  oalled  AapJenium  BtUa  Muraria,  or  Wall  rv^,  called  by  the  inhabit- 
ants the  Bayleigh  Chnroh  Fern ;  this  fern  is  said  to  delight  in  sanshine. 

t  For  farther  notices  of  the  Laver  family,  see  Sutton. 
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of  this  parish,  who  died  in  1747,  aged  47.  There  are 
several  stones  to  the  Byass  family,  to  ^^Xiieutenant 
Wheatley  Byass,  R.N.  son  of  Hervey  Byass,  surgeon, 
late  of  this  parish,  who  died  April  27th,  1857,  aged 
60  years ;  to  Hervey  Byass,  surgeon,  who  died  Novr. 
I7th,  1828,  aged  59  years,  also  Sarah,  wife  of  the 
above,  who  died  January  17th,  1828,  aged  62,"  she 
was  daughter  of  Mr.  Hawes,  of  Ackworth  Building, 
Suffolk;  ''to  James  Byass,  January  9th,  1879,  aged 
81  years,  also  Georgeana  S.  Byass,  daughter  of  the 
above,  who  died  in  1866,  aged  37  years."  An  altar 
tomb  with  iron  railings,  to  Jonas  Asplin,  ♦  A.M.  and 
M,D.,  who  died  May  3rd,  1842,  aged  70  years,  also 
Elizabeth  Launcelet,  his  widow,  who  died  Oct.  25th, 
1850,  aged  68.  A  stone  to  Frederick,  fourth 
son  of  the  late  James  and  Frances  Phillips,  of 
Barling,  in  this  county,  died  February  12th,  1868, 
in  his  49th  year.  Three  stones  to  the  Hutson  family : 
to  George  Hutson,  of  Hockley  Hall,  who  died  Oct. 
17th,  1791,  aged  70,  also  Mrs.  Sarah  Law,  his 
daughter,  who  died  in  1 833,  aged  69,  also  W.  Law, 
late  of  Hockley  Hall,  who  died  in  1843,  also  George 
Hutson,  who  died  in  1794,  aged  39,  also  John 
Hutson,  who  died  in  1811.  There  are  two  stones  to 
the  Benton  family :  "  In  memory  of  Mr.  William 
Benton,  late  of  Thundersley  Lodge,  who  departed 
this  life  in  1809,  aged  72  years,  and  Susanna,  his 
wife,  who  died  in  1806,  aged  69  years."  This  was 
the  farm  where  the  celebrated  Daffy's  Elixir  was 
compounded,  the  herbs  were  gathered  in  the  neigh- 
bouring woods  by  Dr.  Daffy,  and  the  coppers  where 
the  decoction  was  made,  were  for  a  long  time  in- 
spected by  the  curious.  A  stone  altar  tomb  to  Sarah, 
wife  of  Ephraim  Murdock,  who  died  in  1822,  aged 
42,  also  a  head  stone  to  Ephraim  Murdock,  who  died 

*  For  an  acoonnt  of  thii  family  see  Little  Wakering. 


742  THK   HISTOBT  OF 

in  1824f  aged  75,  and  Susan  his  wife  in  1828,  aged 
69.  A  stone  to  William  Marsh,  who  died  in  1767, 
in  his  35th  year,  another  to  Robert  Loten,  of  South 
Benfleet,  Mariner,  in  1791,  aged  72,  also  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Loteu,  wife  of  William  Marsh,  and  late  wife  of 
the  above,  in  1814,  aged  82;  to  ThcHnas  Hurst 
Marsh,  of  Rochford,  who  died  Oct.  3rd,  187'4,  aged 
76,  also  Sarah  Marsh,  his  wife,  who  died  in  1878,  in 
her  87th  year;  to  William  Marsh,  a  surgeon,  who  died 
in  1 798,  aged  31.  To  Edward  Mee,  of  Rayleigh  Lodge, 
who  died  in  1842,  aged  80  years,  and  Catherine  his 
wife^  in  1828,  aged  57.  An  altar  tomb  to  John 
Carter,  (of  the  Wear  Farm,  near  Dormans  Green,) 
who  died  in  1818,  aged  62,  Rose,  his  wife  in  1814, 
aged  57,  and  two  daughters  named  Maria  Williamson 
and  Rosetta.  Upon  a  vault,  in  memory  of  Henry 
Gould  Beadel,  of  Lime  House  in  this  parish,  who 
died  in  1862,  aged  49,  and  three  daughters,  Emma, 
Ann  and  Maria;  he  was  one  of  the  family  of  Beadels' 
of  Witham.  A  stone  to  Eliz.  Butt,  wife  of  William 
Rush,  who  died  in  1861,  aged  76,  also  William  Rush 
died  in  1863,  aged  80.  They  were  parents  of  Mrs. 
Beadel.  To  Edward  Beadel,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Beadel,  of  Heybridge,  died  in  1862,  aged  33  years. 
On  the  north  side  of  Church,  a  headstone  to  "  John 
Belcham.  in  1801,  aged  34  years,  and  Elizabeth 
Greatrex,  late  wife  of  the  above,  who  died  in  1811,  o?^ 
39,  (the  family  of  Greatrex  lived  at  Harbutts  Farm) ; 
An  altar  tomb  to  George  Belcham,  who  died 
March  Ist,  1820,  oet  48,  Mary  his  wife,  Jan.  21st, 
1850,  cet  77."  From  the  registers  we  glean  that 
*'  George  Belcham,  was  drowned  March  1st,  1820,  at 
half-past  1 2  o'clock ;  eight  or  ten  clergymen  attended 
his  funeral  and  several  dissenting  ministers,  most  of 
the  gentry  and  1,000  afflicted  neighbours,  every 
shop  and  window  in  Rayleigh  was  closed,  and  a  funeral 
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sermon  preached  by  the  Rector,   Sir  John   Head, 
upon  the  melancholy  occaeion."  This  accident  occu  rred 
at  Southend,  in  the  river  opposite  the  Ship  Tavern, 
as  he  was  returning  from  an  electioneering  expedition 
to  Sheemess ;  some  highly  eulogistic  verses  of  great 
merit   appeared  in   a   county  paper   at  this  period, 
showing  him  to  be  a  man  universally  respected.     To 
"  George  Belcham,  his  son,  who  died  in  1864,  aged  59, 
and  George,  his  grandson,  who  died  in  1854,  aged 
26  years."     On  the  south  side  of  the  Church  is  a 
body  stone  to  "  George  Belcham,  (a  nephew  of  the  one 
who  died  in  1820),  who  deceased,  Nov.  28th,  1866, 
aged   77  years;"    he  was  fether  of  William  Isaac 
Belcham,    late    of    Rayleigh    House.     This  family, 
originally   consisting  of  three  brothers,  came  from 
Norfolk  to  Clements  Hall;  some  of  them  are  buried 
at  Hockley  and  Southminster.     To  "  Thomas  Hyem, 
son  of  William  and  Mary  Roberts,  of  Fithlers,  Writtle, 
who  died  in  1848,  aged  23.     Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Thomas  Totman,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and  William 
Markwell,  auctioneer,  of  Billericay,  who  died   May 
4th,  1817,  aged   31    years,   also  of  Sarah,   wife   of 
Robert  King,  surgeon,  daughter  of  Joseph  Markwell, 
28th  July,  1831,  killed  by  being  thrown   from   a 
chaise,  aged  23  years."     In  the  vault  of  the  Pages,  are 
the  remains  of  Lydia  Deeley,  their  daughter,   who 
died   Oct.    10th,   1865,  aged   51   years,   also  John 
Deeley,  who  died  Dec.  16th,  1869,  aged  68  years, 
formerly  of  Battles   Bridge   Mill.     An  altar  tomb 
near  the  east  gate,  to  Martha,   widow   of  the   late 
Samuel  Archer,  of  Bassildon,  and   mother  of  Mrs. 
William  Cross,  who  died  March  2nd,  1846,  in  her  81st 
year,  also  to  the  memory  of  W.  Cross,  of  Barringtons, 
in  this  parbh,  who  died  ^ay  31st,    1866,  aged  63 
years,  also  £sther,  wife  of  W.  Cross,  Nov.  9th,  1846, 
aged  48  years,  also  of  Annie  Rose,  a  granddaughter. 


744  THK    HISTORY    OF 

A  Btone  to  ^'  Mr.  Joseph  Downes,  fiirmer,  who  died  in 
1S02,  in  his  64th  year,  of  Stevens  Farm,  Rayleigh.'' 
According  to  his  will,  his  remains  were  conveyed 
in  his  own  wagon,  drawn  by  four  of  his  own  horses, 
led  by  four  of  his  labourers,  clothed  each  in  a  new 
jacket  and  a  strong  pair  of  hedging  gloves ;  he  was 
grandfather  of  James  Howard,  of  PrittlewelL  '*  To 
Richard  Coles,  surgeon,  July  13th,  1878,  aged  45 
years.  There  are  stones  likewise  to  Matthew  Wendon, 
of  Stevens  Farm,  and  John  Wendon,  of  White  House. 
To  Francis  Cooper,  of  St.  George's  Parish,  South- 
wark,  who  died  in  1810,  aged  76.  To  Avis  Croft, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Croft,  15th  of 
August,  1 712.  "  To  John  Fox  Rod,  who  died  in  1845, 
aged  3  7  years  ;*'  he  was  fitther  of  James  Rod,  auctioneer, 
shoe  maker  and  church  clerk,  of  Rayleigh,  and  grand- 
father of  Alfred  Rod,  late  auctioneer  of  Rochford. 
To  Thomas  Barker,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Barker, 
who  died  March  26th,  1760,  aged  26  years.  There 
are  stones  likewise  to  members  of  the  following 
families — Law,  Essex,  Webster,  Croxon,  Atridge, 
Spinks,  Yell,  Osbom,  Clark,  Appleton,  Kemp, 
Scudder,  Burkin,  Count,  Higham,  of  Hadleigh 
Park;  Bellingham,  Witham  of  the  Lion  Inn;  Brookes 
of  Chipping  Ongar;  Tyler,  Goodman,  Harrington, 
Baker,  Jennings,  Wagstaff,  Belcher,  May,  Richmond, 
Lewb,  Finch,  Digby,  Saward,  Ford,  Moore,  Grigg, 
Lamprell,  Chinnery  and  Bright.  For  the  monu- 
ments of  the  following  clergy — Roberts,  Syer  and 
Twyne,  see  further  on,  and  for  that  of  the  Prentice 
family,  see  Prittlewell. 

There  was  formerly  a  chapel  in  this  parish,  which 
seems  to  have  been  also  for  the  use  of  the  Chantry 
Priest,  for  in  the  certificate  of  the  Chantries  we  find 
"  there  were  lands  and  tenements  put  in  feoffment  by 
sundry  persons  to  find  a  priest  to  sing  masse,  and  to 
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help  serve  the  cure  there,  and  to  teach  a  free 
school,  and  to  instruct  youth,  which  said  town  of 
Raileigh  ys  a  very  great  and  populous  town, 
having  in  it  about  the  number  of  three  hundred 
houseling  people,  and  far  from  the  church."  This 
seems  to  imply  that  many  of  the  communicants 
resided  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  parish.  The  site 
of  this  Chapel  had  been  altogether  forgotten,  but 
the  foundations  have  lately  been  discovered  in  a  field 
called  the  Chapel  Field,  at  the  bottom  of  London  Hill 
to  the  'west  of  the  Church,  formerly  the  property  of 
James  Pearson ;  in  the  process  of  sub-soiling,  a  quantity 
of  building  stones  were  discovered,  and  tradition 
alludes  to  a  sarcophagus  found  at  the  same  place ;  in 
waterfurrowing,  certain  encaustic  tiles  of  the  15th 
century,  ♦  being  part  of  the  pavement  of  the  chapel, 
were  found  imbedded  in  mortar.  The  endowment, 
consisting  of  lands  and  tenements  of  the  yearly  value 
of  ^10  12s.  2d.  was  confiscated  by  Edward  VI, 
who  in  1549,  bestowed  the  site  of  the  chapel  and 
lands  upon  Edward  Bury,  who  had  been  a  gentle- 
man of  the  Bedchamber  to  Heniy  VIII;  he  died 
unmarried,  but  by  one  Mistress  Gilbert,  he.  left  two 
illegitimate  sons  surnamed  Gilbert  alias  Bury,  the 
elder  of  whom,  Bradford,  became  the  ancestor  of  a 
numerous  family,  who  thenceforth  used  the  name  of 
Bury  only,  f 

The  first  patron  of  this  Rectory  on  record,  was 
Robert  de  Essex,  son  of  Swene,  and  it  was  probably 
bestowed  by  him  on  the  Monastery  at  Prittlewell,  of 

•  These  tiles  are  in  the  poMeesion  of  James  Synnook^  grandson  of 
Pearson. 

t  See  Little  Wakering.  The  Boxy  family  were  oonneoted  by  marriage 
irith  the  Oakeleys*  of  Upminster,  the  Strangmans,  of  Hadleigh,  and 
Assers,  of  Barling.  The  monument,  a  most  interesting  one,  that  oovered 
the  bones  of  Bradford  Bury,  of  Little  Wakering  flail,  has  been  daring  the 
recent  restoration,  ignominioosly  thrust  from  the  chanoel,  aided  by  a 
fkoalty,  and  placed  in  the  naTe. 


746  THK   HISTORY   OF 

which  he  was  the  founder.  From  the  re^searches  of 
H.  W.  King,  we  are  indebted  for  the  publishing  of 
the  will  of  Thomas  Bosiate,  a  former  Rector  of  Ray- 
leigh,  who  is  unnoticed  by  Newcourt ;  he  was  appointed 
in  1370,  as  the  successor  o{  William  at  Fenn,  his  will 
was  proved  30th  September,  1388,  and  shows  at 
that  date,  two  Guilds  existed  in  Rayleigh,  one  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  and  the  other  of  St  John  Baptist,  to 
both  which  fraternities  he  left  legacies,  and  to  twenty 
of  the  parish  poor  one  bushel  of  corn  each.  The 
Priory  in  1392,  presented  William  Tasburgh,  or 
as  he  is  called  by  Weever,  Talburgh,  who  was 
likewise  Vicar  of  Farnham,  and  is  mentioned  by 
him  in  his  Fun.  Mon.  604.  We  have  already  given 
the  inscription  from  Salmon,  who  calles  him  Talbary ; 
he  died  in  1420.  We  have  likewise  given  the  epitaph 
of  Richard  Lincoln.  S.  T.  P.,  who  was  appointed 
Rector  of  Rayleigh  16th  July,  1487,  and  was  buried 
in  this  church  in  1492.  Upon  the  brass  under- 
neath the  record  of  his  death  were  these  lines 
^'  Talis  eris  qui  cake  tens  mea  husta  pedestrisj 
Qualis  ego  jaceo  vermiadosus  homoy 
From  his  will  we  gather  that  he  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  became  a  fellow  of  King's  College, 
and  before  coming  to  Rayleigh,  was  Rector  of 
Prescot  in  Lancashire,  a  benefice  belonging  to 
that  foundation.  He  left  most  of  his  property  to  religious 
and  charitable  uses,  and  for  the  promotion  of  learning 
in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  certain  books  to 
the  Fellows  and  Scholars  of  King's  College,  a  list  of 
which  are  probably  at  Doctors  Commons,  but  are 
inaccessible  to  students.  The  successor  of  Dr. 
Lincoln,  was  John  Pyttard,  M.A.,  who  resigned  the 
living  of  Hadleigh  ad  Castrum  to  which  he  had 
been  presented  in  1478,  by  the  Queen  Consort  of 
Edward  IV.     He  died  in  1494 ;  by  will  he  made  the 
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following  distribution  of  his  books,  one  to  the  Church 
of  Hadleigh,  another  to  the  College  of  Secular  Priests 
at  Stoke  in  Suffolk,  a  third  to  the  College  of  Priests 
at  Fotheringay,  two  to  the  Augustinian    Priory   of 
our    Lady   of  Walsingham,    one   to  John    Swetyng 
(supposed  to  have  been  Chaplain  at  Rayleigh)  called 
"  Manuale  Confessorum,"  five  books  to  John  Aleyne 
for  life,  and  then  to  some  scholar  in  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  and  from  him  to  others  as  long  as  they 
should  last;  amongst  the  gifts  to  Aleyne,  was  one 
called  "  Speculum   Hereticorum,"  another  *•  Wordys 
of  Goddis    Law,"   together  with  the  "  Homilies   of 
Gregory ;"  he  left  Thomas  Clerk  of  London,  in  Coru- 
hyll,  a  sword  called  the  hanger,  whose  handle  was 
white,   and   to   one   William    Potfild,   a   doublet   of 
worsted  of  the  colour   of  blood;    he   left  likewise 
iij'iiij*    to    the    reparation   of    the    chapel  of   the 
holy    Virgin    in    Rayleigh.     James    ElUot,    A.M., 
was   inducted    11th    Sep.    1609;  he  was  presented 
by  Edward  Helham  and   D.    Elliot,  p.   h.  v.,   (see 
further  on  for  notes  of  Roberts  in  the  Registers).     He 
was  succeeded  by  Stephen  Vassall  *  of  Puritan  fame 
who  was  the  eldest  son  of  Alderman  Vassal,  by  his 
second  wife ;  he  died  in  1643.     We  regret  the  know- 
ledge we  have  of  him  is  very  meagre,  the  register 
book  contains  part  of  a  copy  of  the  perambulation  of 
the  bounds  taken  in  1629,  and  the  minutes  there. 
made  seem  to  have   been  a   precedent   for    future 
occasions,   for   about   40  years  afterwards,   Samuel 
Bull,   a  subsequent  rector,   had    a    Law  Suit  with 
Abel,  rector  of  Rawreth,  about  Withersland  Wood, 
(now  grubbed  j,  which  Suit  was  decided  in  favour  of 
Rayleigh,  chiefly  by  Vassal's  account  of  the  perambu- 

*  VaBSall  left  a  ■on  Stephen,  for  an  aooonnt  of  whom  see  Sastwoocl.  The 
latter  seenu  to  have  married  a  eeoond  time,  for  a  lioense  was  granted  11th 
June,  1666,  to  Stephen  Vassal,  of  Bochford,  Woullen  Draper,  to  marry 
Snsanna,  danghter  of  William  Crips,  of  Great  Stambridge,  Orasier. 
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lation;  and  a  second  suit  many  years  afterwards 
between  John  Luke  of  Rayleigh,  and  Francis  Grigg, 
respecting  the  same  wood,  was  decided  by  the  same 
record.  Among  the  signatures  to  Vassal's  document 
are  James  Reeve,  churchwarden,  Henry  Cockerton, 
Richard  Nash,  Thomas  Whiting,  George  Downes  and 
William  Dale.  These  bounds  were  again  walked, 
and  an  account  of  them  preserved  in  the  register 
book,  dated  1709,  when  Roberts  ♦  was  rector,  where- 
in ground  marks  are  mentioned.  Matters  in  dispute 
between  Rochford  and  Rayleigh,  and  between  Had- 
leigh  and  Rayleigh  in  1714,  when  Thomas  Sampson 
was  rector  of  Hadleigh,  and  John  Juibert,  church- 
warden, as  to  the  bounds,  seem  to  have  been  adjusted 
according  to  Vassal's  record.  There  is  likewise  a 
memorandum  of"  Daniel  Halloway,  curate  of  Rayleigh, 
Nov.  4th,  1778,  that  the  tithe  of  Poors  Wood,  £5 
belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Barnard,  formerly  claimed 
by  the  parish  of  Hadleigh,  but  now  acknowledged  to 
lye  in  the  parish  of  Rayleigh,  for  the  use  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wrignt,  rector."  Thfere  is  an  account  under 
date,  "16ol,  being  a  memorandum  of  the  14th 
day  of  Ffebruary,  a  license  is  granted  to  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Stephen  Vassall,  f  rector  of  this  parish, 
to  eate  flesh  so  longue  as  hir  sicknesse  shall  continue, 
which  in  regard  of  hir  greate  weaknesse  is  likely  to  be 
the  whole  tvme  of  lente,  signed  by  Stephen  V  assail, 
rector,  ana  Henry  Barnes,  J  churchwarden,"  and 
underneath  apparently  as  an  acceptance  thereof  by 
"  Mary  Vassall."  Advantage  was  taken  of  the 
Lenten  fast,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries, 
by  an  act  of  Elizabeth,  rendering  it  imperative  not  to 

•  Thomaa  Whiting,  suireyor,  and  John  White,  both  aooompanied  him. 
In  this  document  it  mentions  the  eight  pariahes  by  which  JEUqrIeigh  is 
enrroonded. 

t  See  Prittlewell,  page  583. 

X  Joan,  wife  of  Henry  Barnes,  buried,  June,  1627, 
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eat  flesh  in  Lent^  except  in  caees  of  ill  health,  when  a 
fine  was  imposed,  which  went  to  the  poor  for  the  in- 
dulgence. These  licenses  could  be  granted  by  the 
clergy  of  the  adjoining  parish,  if  the  Parson  where 
the  sick  person  resided  was  wilftil,  or  in  cases  where 
no  Parson  or  Curate  resided.  The  Puritans  used 
often  to  order  a  solemn  fast  and  humiliation  upon 
Sunday  or  Christmas  Day,  or  as  some  contend 
on  any  day  but  the  right  one.  There  is  an  entry  that 
from  1626  to  1660,  the  registers  are  very  imperfect  and 
mutilated,  but  there  are  several  entries  respecting  con- 
tracts of  marriages  that  were  published  in  1658,  and 
1659,  in  the  Market  and  Square  of  Rayleigh ;  from 
these  we  glean  that  Stephen,  the  son  of  Stephen 
Yassall,  rector  of  this  parish,  was  buried  17th  Jan. 
1631,  Mary,  his  daughter  was  born  and  baptized  in 
1627,  and  died  24th  May,  1641,  Samuel,  the  son 
of  William  Vassall,  was  buried  y*  16th  of  November 
1634,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Vassall,  pastor 
of  this  parish,  was  buried  the  20th  of  January,  1632 ; 
Vassall  himself  died  in  1643,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Abraham  Caley,  S.T.B.,  who  was  presented  by 
Edward,  Earl  of  Manchester  and  others,  p.h.v. 
Calamy  says  he  had  been  preacher  at  Gray's  Inn» 
London.  He  was  one  in  the  *Classis'  in  1647,  and 
signed  the  Essex  Testimony  in  1648,  as  he  also  did 
the  Essex  Watchword  in  1649.  In  1650,  he  is  returned 
as  a  godly  and  learned  divine;  the  visitation  book  of 
the  Archdeaconry  after  the  restoration,  proves  that 
Caley  had  received  episcopal  orders ;  he  was  therefore 
ejected  simply  for  refusing  to  make  the  required 
declaration  in  1662,  on  the  restoration  of  episcopacy. 
After  his  ejectment,  his  nephew,  Samuel  Bull,  Rector 
of  Hadleigh,  was  preferred  to  Rayleigh  (which  he 
held  jointly)  by  Charles,  Earl  of  Warwick,  Feb.  4th, 
1662.     Mr.  Caley  after  this  usually  resided  with  his 
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daughter,  who  had  married  a  gendeman  in  Suffolk, 
but  commonly  once  a  year  spent  part  of  his  time  with 
his  nephew  at  Bayleigh.  His  death  was  sudden,  he 
died  in  his  elbow  chair,  being  discovered  by  Mr.  Ball, 
in  a  leaning  posture  as  if  engaged  in  contemplation. 
He  was  a  learned,  humble  man,  and  unblameable  in 
conversation;  he  published  a  work  called  "A  Glimpse 
of  Eternity,"  a  book  great  in  value,  tho'  small  in 
bulk  and  price.  It  is  very  useful  to  awaken  sinners, 
and  to  comfort  saints.  12,  mo;  London,  1704.  The 
institution  of  Samuel  Bull,  A.M.,  is  entered  in  Juxon's 
register  as  ^^  legit,  jam  vacant^*  Samuel  Bull  died  in 
1678,  and  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Barrington,  A.M. 
13th  March,  who  was  presented  by  T.  Barrington 
and  others,  but  died  shortly  afterwards.  John 
Duffe,  AM.,  was  the  next  rector,  being  instituted 
15th  Jan.,  1679,  and  was  deprived  for  turning  Roman 
Catholic,  when  John  Smith,  A.M.,  was  appointed 
Feb.  6th,  1682,  ^^  legitime  vacan.^*  He  seems  to  have 
held  it  temporarily,  for  Hugo  Pine,  A.B.,  was  rector 
28th  August,  1690,  as  stated  by  Newcourt,  through 
the  deprivation  of  Duffe.  "Hugh  Pyne"  died  in 
Sept.,  1692.  His  daughter  Elizabeth,  was  baptised 
January  6tb,  1690 ;  this  seems  to  point  that  he  was 
then  resident,  and  his  wife  was  buried  at  Rayleigh, 
May  6th,  1719.  John  Luke,  S.T.P.,  Doctor  of 
Divinity  and  Arabick,  Professor  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  obtained  the  living  25th  October,  1692, 
he  died  in  1702,  and  was  buried  on  the  2nd  of 
November.  He  was  succeeded  by  Edward  Roberts, 
M.A.,  upon  the  presentation  of  Robert  Bristow,  Feb. 
6tb,  1703.  He  was  likewise  appointed  Vicar  of 
South  Bemfleet  in  1704,  and  had  formerly  been 
Rector  of  Searby,  near  Grimsby,  in  Lincolnshire. 
Roberts  seems  to  have  been  of  an  active  temperament, 
and  attended  to  the  temporal  concerns  of  his  parish- 
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ioners,  and  made  useful  minutes  in  the  registers  for 
the  benefit  of  posterity.  One  of  the  earliest  entries 
is  that  of  the  great  storm,  Nov.  26th,  1703,  which 
he  describes  as  a  violent  storm  of  wind,  which  did 
great  damage  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  which  Queen 
Anne  appointed  a  general  day  of  fast  and  humiliation ; 
great  damage  was  done  to  the  Rectory  barn  and 
house,  the  stable  was  utterly  demolished.  He  tells 
us  he  was  lying  all  alone  in  the  house,  and  was 
preserved,  for  which  he  ,  desires  ever  to  be  thankful, 
"  Psalm  9,  16  verse,  '  The  Lord  is  known  by  His 
judgments.'"  In  1707,  the  right  of  way  to  the 
poor's  land  in  Hockley  ♦  is  recorded,  the  church- 
wardens of  that  parish  and  others  meeting  him.  In 
1711,  this  Church  was  visited  by  Bishop  Compton, 
of  London,  it  had  then  been  newly  repaired  and 
beautified ;  there  were  present  to  attend  his  Lordship, 
Edward  Roberts,  rector,  John  Lester,  rector  of 
Rochford,  Joseph  Hadswell,  f  rector  of  North 
Bemfleet,  Thomas  Harvey,  rector  of  Downham,  J.  Pary  s 
vicar  of  Eastwood,  together  with  the  two  Church- 
wardens of  Rayleigh,  James  Hurst  and  Edward 
Driver.  In  the  same  year  there  is  a  record  of  a  pew 
in  the  chancel,  being  built  behind  the  reading  desk, 
with  the  leave  of  James  Elliot,  then  rector,  by  his 
brother,  then  holding  the  farm  called  Barringtons, 
and  that  "succeeding  tenants  hold  that  pew  by 
permission  only."  He  tells  us  that  ^4ands  known  as 
common,  on  the  Court  Roll,  existed  up  Glebe  Lane," 
(this  common  land  which  was  opposite  the  present 
Baptist  Chapel,  is  now  enclosed  and  copyhold  of  the 
Manor).  By  another  minute  he  explains  that  nothing 
was  exempted  from  tithe  in  the  parish,  but  the  houses 
in  the  town  without  land  annexed  to  them.    Item^ 

*  This  land  was  sabseqnently  exchanged. 

t  Called  Harwell  hj  Newcoart,  bnt  whose  real  name  was  Haswell. 
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Each  Inhabitaut  above  the  age  of  16,  pays  to  the 
Rector  at  Easter,  two-pence  as  communion  money. 
[tem^  There  is  a  pension  of  thirty-four  shillings  issuing 
to  the  Crown,  out  of  the  Rectory,  payable  at  Michael- 
mas, yearly.  Item^  There  is  a  yearly  payment  of 
three-pence  made  by  the  Rector  to  the  Master  and 
Fellows  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  as  Lords 
of  Rawreth,  for  Longe  Church  Land  (so  called  in 
their  Court  Uolls)  in  Rayleigh,  but  not  being  able  to 
point  out  the  property,  and  such  land  being  unknown 
to  the  Parishioners,  he,  Roberts,  discontinued  the 
payment;  this  payment  was  made  once  or  twice  by 
his  predecessor;  they  afterwards  established  their 
claim  so  that  Roberts  freely  paid  it,  and  he  supposes 
that  Long  Church  Land  is  identical  with  the  Little 
Glebe.  *'  On  Thursday,  February  15th,  1713,  about 
5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  tempest  of  wind  arose, 
which  did  much  damage,  especially  in  the  lower 
parishes,  where  the  sea  (a  terrible  neighbour)  over 
flowed  its  banks  by  the  violence  of  the  wind.  In 
1715,  on  Tuesday,  March  6th,  between  7  and  8  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  were  seen  Meteors  or  fiery  apparit- 
ions, which  caused  a  terror  to  all  beholders,  and 
such  extraordinary  lights  had  some  weeks  before 
affected  some  parts  of  Italy  and  other  countries,  and 
that  terrible  appearance  *  continued  more  or  less  all 
that  night."  On  May  26th,  1715,  the  bounds  were 
walked  by  E.  Roberts;  Henry  Cockerton  and  Thomas 
Merryfield,  Overseers,  f  accompanied  him.  They 
met  at  the  White  Horse,  the  house  of  John  Dolby, 
and  set  out  from  thence ;  the  park  gate  is  mentioned 
in  this  perambulation.  Besides  being  of  an  active 
temperament,  he  made  some  valuable  presents  to  the 
Church,  viz:  the  communion  cup,  which  has  the 
date  1683,  upon  it,  with  this  inscription,  "-Er  sump- 

*  Probably  the  Northern  Lights,  called  Awrora  Borwlia. 
t  Thotnaa  Merryfield,  churchwarden,  in  170  f. 
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tibus  ParochioB  de  Raykigh  in  usum  Ecdesiee  sanctce 
Trinitatis  /"  upon  the  tankard  is  inscribed  "  Kayleigh, 
1718,  Ex  dono  Edwar.  Roberts^  A.M.^  Nuper  Rectoris 
hfsjua  EcdesicB.^^  To  him  is  ascribed  the  gift  of  the 
clock  which  cost  £30,  and  a  velvet  pall,  £10.  Roberts 
died  in  Oct.,  1718,  and  was  buried  on  the  15th;  his 
body  rests  under  an  altar  tomb  of  brick  with  stone 
slab,  close  to  the  north  wall  of  the  church,  with  this 
inscription,  "  Subtus  jacent  Exuviw  Edvardi  Roberts^ 
A.M.y  per  varios  annos  jam  pridem  elapsos  Rectoris 
hujus  Ecclesioe  Sanctce  Tnnitatisj  Vicarij  de  S  Benflett^ 
Obijt  Die.  13  Octobris^  Anno  oetatis  65^  Annoque  Christi 
1718.  Mori  Timeatquinon  Chmti  Cruce  et  Passione 
consdatur.  S.  Cyprianus''  This  living  was  next 
conferred  by  Robert  Bristow  upon  Arthur  Ashley 
Sykes,  M.A.,  17th  Nov.,  1718;  he  was  a  great 
controversial  writer,  and  published  between  1712  and 
1757,  sixty-three  works,  books,  sermons,  &c.,  copies 
of  which  for  many  years  were  preserved  in  the  vestry 
at  Rayleigh.  Of  these  in  1715,  appeared  "  The 
Innocency  of  Error."  In  1716,  "  The  thanks  of  an 
honest  clergyman  for  Mr.  Paul's  speech  at  Tyburn, 
13  July,  1716,"  which  passed  through  four  editions. 
This  William  Paul,  a  non-juring  clergyman,  had  the 
living  of  Orton  in  Leicestershire,  was  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Preston,  and  upon  pleading  guilty,  was  condemned 
and  executed.  In  1727-8,  "A  Sermon  on  the  duty 
of  Love  to  God  and  to  our  neighbours,"  Matthew 
xxii,  37-39v.,  preached  at  the  Assizes  held  at 
Chelmsford.  In  1728,  ^'a  sermon  on  I  Samuel  ii.  25 v. 
preached  at  the  Assizes  at  Brentwood."  In  1732, 
''  A  defence  of  the  Dissertation  on  the  Eclipse 
mentioned  by  Phlegon,  *  or  an  enquiry  whether  that 

*  lie  waa  the  Emperor  Adrian's  freed  man.  Dr.  Sykes  argued  that 
Phlegon  spealcs  of  a  fact  which  happened  in  the  first  year  of  the 
202d  olympiad,  whereas  Christ  suffered  in  the  fourth  year  of  t^e  same 
period  i  and  that  Phlegon  meant  a  real  natural  eclipse.  Dr.  Whiston 
wrote  in  answer  his  **  Vindication  of  Phlegon's  testimony,  in  reply  to 
Dr.  Sykes'  Dissertation." 
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Eclipse  had  any  relation  to  the  darkness  which 
4iappeTied  at  our  Saviour's  passion."  In  1736,  **  The 
Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  shown  to  be  of  no  im- 
portance to  the  Church  of  England."  In  1737, 
*'  An  inquiry  into  the  meaning  of  the  Demoniacs  in 
the  New  Testament."  In  1748,  "  An  Essay  on  the 
nature,  design,  and  origin  of  Sacrifices."  After  his 
death,  a  manuscript  of  his  was  published,  called  ^^  An 
inquiry  when  the  resurrection  of  the  body  or  flesh 
was  first  inserted  into  the  public  creeds."  The  life  of 
Sykes  was  written  and  published  in  1786,  by  John 
Disney,  D.D.,  F.S.A.,  Unitarian  Minister,  of  the 
Essex  St.,  Chapel,  in  the  Strand,  and  ancestor  of 
the  Disneys  of  Ingatestone.  From  this  work  it 
appears  that  Dr.  Sykes  was  strongly  tinctured  with 
Arianism,  and  was,  of  what  was  then  called  the 
*^ Latitudinarian  School;"  he  was  a  hearty  friend  to 
liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  free  toleration  of  every 
religious  opinion;  he  was  born  in  London,  ctrca^ 
1684,  and  was  son  of  Mr.  Arthur  Sykes,  and  grandson 
of  the  Rev.  John  Sykes,  who  succeeded  his  father,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Sykes,  in  the  vicarage  of  Ardely  or 
Yardly,  in  Hertfordshire,  in  1644 ;  and  was  in  1681, 
instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  Cottered,  *  an  adjoining 
parish  in  the  same  county.  Our  Rector  was  educated 
at  St.  Paul's  School  in  London,  under  Mr.  Postleth- 
way,  and  then  removed  to  Corpus  Christi  or 
Benet  College  in  Cambridge,  being  admitted  there 
in  1701;  he  look  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1704-5,  and  proceeded  to  that  of  Master  in  1708. 
After  he  left  college  he  was  one  of  the  assistants  at 
St.  Paul's  School,  and  afterwards  became  examiner 
for  the  same.  His  first  ecclesiastical  preferment  was 
the  vicarage  of  Godmersham,  in  Kent,  in  1712-13. 
In  1714  he  was  instituted  to   the  Rectory  of  Dry 

•  See  Channoy's  Hortfordehiro,  pages  64-69. 
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pra3rton,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  resigned  his  living 
in  Kent.  He  supported  in  1717  by  his  writings, 
Dr.  Hoadley,  then  Bishop  of  Bangor,  who  had  preached 
his  celebrated  sermon  before  the  King,  ^^  The  nature 
of  the  Kingdom  or  Church  of  Christ,"  which  gave 
rise  to  the  Bangorian  Controversy.  In  1718,  Mr. 
Sykes  was  instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  Kayleigh, 
the  patron  of  yrhich  and  himself  being  of  the  same 
principles  of  liberty ;  he  now  resigned  his  rectory  of 
Dry-Dray  ton,  and  on  the  22nd  December,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Governors  and  Directors  of  King  Street 
Chapel,  Golden  Square,  at  which  six  out  of  nine  were 
present,  and  among  these  were  Dr.  Clarke,  rector  of 
St.  James's,  and  oir  Isaac  Newton,  Mr«  Sykes  was 
appointed  afternoon  preacher  at  the  chapel ;  in  1721,  he 
became  morning  preacher  at  the  same  chapel,  and  was 
advanced  to  a  prebend  and  the  prsscentorship  in  the 
Church  of  Salisbury.  In  1725,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  preacher  at  St.  James's  Church,  Westminster, 
and  in  1726,  Dr.  in  Divinity  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge.  A  learned  dignitair  who  was  in  the 
schools  when  he  kept  his  act  for  doctor's  degree,  says 
of  him,  that  he  stood  like  ^^  the  sturdy  oak  to  receive 
and  return  back  the  fiery  darts  of  the  orthodox.^*  His 
figure  and  cool  depoi*tment  on  that  occasion  he  could 
never  forget.  On  Feb.  28th,  1739,  Dr.  Sykes  was 
promoted  to  the  Deanery  of  St.  Burien  in  Corn  Avail, 
which  is  in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  and  on  the 
15th  October,  1740,  he  was  collated  to  a  prebend  in 
the  Church  of  Winchester  through  the  steady  friend- 
ship of  his  former  patron,  Bishop  Hoadley.  For  many 
years  before  his  death  he  had  been  afflicted  with  the 
gout,  &c.,  and  was  at  length  seized  with  palsy 
while  attending  the  funeral  of  a  friend,  Nov.  15th, 
1756;  he  died  a  week  afterwards,  at  his  house  in 

E  1. 
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Cavendifili*8qTmTe,  in  bis  73rd  year.  He  was  buried 
near  the  pulpit  in  the  parish  Church  of  St.  James's, 
Westminster.  Dr.  Sykes  had  been  married  many 
years  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Williams,  a  widow  lady,  and 
a  native  of  Bristol,  but  had  no  children;  he  1^  all 
his  fortune,  which  was  oonsiderable,  to  her  for  life, 
and  afterwards  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  George  Sykes. 
Mrs.  Sykes  survived  her  husband  six  years,  and  died 
in  January,  1763,  and  was  buried  near  him.  Dr. 
Sykes  was  of  gentle  and  obliging  manners,  unsoured 
by  controversy,  just,  humane  to  the  poor,  exact  and 
punctual  in  his  payments ;  he  was  always  careful  in 
the  choice  of  a  substitute  when  absent  from  town, 
where  he  chiefly  resided,  but  constantly  spent  some 
time  of  every  summer  at  Rayleigh,  and  occasionally 
resided  at  Winchester  and  Salisbury.  The  highest 
order  of  clergy  generally  preached  for  him,  and  three 
Bishops  have  been  known  to  occupy  his  pulpit  on 
three  successive  Sundays.  He  was  of  low  stature  and 
inclined  to  corpulency,  slightly  marked  by  the  small- 
pox, and  of  a  fresh  complexion.  A  portrait  of  him 
taken  when  between  40  and  50  years  old,  painted  by 
Wills,  was  riven  by  Mrs.  Sykes,  his  widow,  to  Robert 
Bristow.  lie  was  succeeded  as  Rector  of  Rayleigh 
by  his  brother,  George  Sykes,  M.A.  He  was  collated 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  vicarage  of 
Preston,  in  the  hundred  of  Feversham,  in  Kent,  Oct. 
15th,  1715.  He  was  also  instituted  to  the  rectory  of 
Hawkewell,  in  Essex,  December  15th,  1716,  on  the 
presentation  of  Robert  Bristow,  and  on  the  death  of 
his  brother  to  the  rectory  of  Rayleigh,  May  4th,  1757, 
resigning  Hawkwell  and  taking  a  dispensation  to  hold 
Rayleigh  with  Preston*  in  Kent.  He  died  June  9th, 
1766.  He  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  by 
will  dated  24th  November,  1763,  to  the  son  of  his 

•  See  Haated'B  histoTy  of  KeDt,  vol.  ii^gee  8ia,  814. 
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patron  Robert  Bristow,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for 
the  unsolicited  patronage  bestowed  upon  his  brother 
and  himself.  Stephen  Waller,  L  L.  B.  was  the  next 
incumbent,  being  appointed  6th  September,  1766. 
He  died  in  1768  when  Charles  Wright  became  rector 
Oct.  3rd  of  the  same  year.  On  the  29th  December, 
1799,  Sir  John  Head,  Bart.,  was  instituted  on  the 
death  of  Charles  Burton  Phillipson,  formerly  Charles 
Wright.  For  many  years  he  was  non-resident,  taking 
«p  his  abode  in  France,  his  parish  being  for  about  25 
years  under  the  superintendance  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Neville  Syer,  (see  under  curates).  Shortly  after  his 
death  in  1821,  Sir  John  cameagain  into  residence.  He 
was  descended  from  an  ancient  Kentish  family  that  took 
its  name  from  a  port  now  called  Hythe,  but  formerly 
known  as  "De  Hede."  The  baronetcy  was  conferred 
in  1676,  and  after  being  dormant  for  sometime,  upon 
the  death  of  the  5th  Baronet,  was  claimed  and  reverted 
to  Sir  Edmund  Head,  a  descendant  of  the  original 
Baronet,  by  his  second  wife.  He  married  Mary  only 
daughter  of  Daniel  Raineaux,  of  Dublin,  by  whom  he 
had  the  Rev.  Sir  John  Head,  M.A.,  perpetual  curate 
of  Egerton,  in  Kent,  and  rector  of  Rayleigh,  born  3rd 
January,  1773.  He  married  in  1801,  tJane  only  child  of 
Thomas  Walker,  ♦  of  London.  On  21st  June,  1832  a 
great  jubilee  took  place  at  Rayleigh  on  account  of 
passing  of  the  Reform  bill.  The  Rev.  Sir  John  Head 
presided  atadinner  (given  to  700  poor  people  in  a  booth 
erected  in  the  street),  which  was  carried  in  two  wag- 
gons, containing  plum  puddings,  roast  and  boiled  beef 
and  beer ;  Sir  John  and  Mr.Pilkington  in  their  addresses 
said  thefirst  step  of  **  National  reform  should  be  family 
and  individual  reform."  Another  dmner  took  place  later 
on  the  same  day  when  two  hundred  of  the  gentry  sat 
down,  G.  Belcham  being  in  the  chair.    Amongst  the 

•  Soe  North  Shoebary. 
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speakers  upon  this  occasion  was  Dr  Rolph,  of  Rochford, 
in  after  years  conspicuous  as  a  leader  of  the  rebels  in 
Canada,  then  under  the  administration  of  Sir  Francis 
Bond  Head.  Sir  John  who  was  very  much  respected 
by  all  shades  of  opinion  in  his  parish,  died  4th  January, 
1838,  at  an  Hotel  in  London,  and  was  buried  in  a  vault 
at  St.Martin's  Church,  leaving  an  only  son  Sir  Edmund 
Walker  Head,  M.A.,  of  Hermitage,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  of  Eaton  Square,  London.  He  married  in 
1836  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Yorke,  grandson 
of  the  1st  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  In  1841  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  three  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in 
1847,  he  was  Lieut.-Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
Governor  General  of  Canada  in  1854,  and  was  sworn  a 
Privy  Councillor  in  1857.  He  published  several 
works,  amongst  others,  in  1856  two  chapters  on  "  Shall 
and  WiU."  He  died  in  1868,  whereby  the  title  became 
extinct,  having  lost  his  only"  son  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, when  batning.  The  arms  of  Head  are,  Arg.  a 
chev.  ermines,  between  three  unicorn's  heads,  couped. 
Sa.  Crest,  an  unicorn's  head,  couped,  ermines.  Motto, 
Study  quiet.  The  Rev.  Philip  Wynne  Yorke,  rector 
of  South  Shoebury,*  was  the  next  rector,  being  ap- 

Jointed  on  the  15th  February,  and  resigned  in  1843. 
le  was  son  of  l^hilip  Yorke  of  Erddig  and  Dyffryn- 
Aled,  Denbigh,  N.  W.  Upon  Yorke's  resignation  the 
living  was  conferred  September  24th,  1843,  upon  Rev. 
William  Twyne,  M.A.,  of  Magdalene  College, 
Cambridge,  brother-in-law  of  the  patron  Robert 
Bristow,  of  Broxmore  Park,  Hampshire.  The 
"  Athenae  Oxoniensis."  vol.  1,  page  202,  gives  the 
following  account  of  this  family.  *'  John  Twyne,  son 
of  William,  son  of  John,  son  of  Nicholas,  son  of  Sir 
Bryan  Twyne  of  Longparishf  in  Hampshire,  Knight, 

*  See  Hawkwell  and  South  Shoebary. 

t  Sir  Bryan  Twyne  possessed  estates  there,  and  in  Kent,  and  Sussex. 
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Tvas  born  at  Bblington,  Hants.  He  was  Mayor  of 
Canterbury  in  1553,  and  purchased  lands  at  Preston 
and  Hardacre  in  Kent,  which  he  left  to  his  posterity. 
He  is  mentioned  as  a  learned  man  by  Leland  apd  by 
Camden  in  his  Brittania  (in  Kent).  Some  of  his 
writings  were  published  by  his  scm  John^  some 
descended  to  his  grandson  JBryan  Twyj)e!^  Avho  gave 
them  at  his  death  to  the  library  of  Christ's  Church 
College,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Pauls,  in  the  city  of  Canterbury.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  Mayor  in  the  time  of  Wyatt's  rebellion. 
On  his  grave  is  an  inscription  wherein  he  is  styled 
*  Armiger.'  Alice  his  wife  died  20th  October  1567, 
aged  60.  She  was  daughter  of  W.  Piper  of  Canterbury. 
Tliey  had  issue  divers  sons,  Laurence  Twyne,  a  fellow 
of  all  Souls  College  and  B.  C.  L.,  an  ingenious  poet; 
he  married  and  lived  at  Hardacre,  Kent.  The  second 
son  was  Thomas^  the  third  was  John^'\  a  poet  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  fourth  Nicholas. 
Many  of  the  writings  of  the  Twynea  were  lost  when  the 
great  fire  happened  at  Oxford,  soon  after  the  death  of 
John  Twyne.  Tkomaa  Twyne,  son  of  John,  was  bom  at 
Canterbury,  in  1543,  B.A.  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
Bachelor  of  Physic  at  Cambridge,  doctrinated  at 
Cambridge,  and  was  famed  for  Medicine,  Astrology 
and  religous  writings,,  settled  at  Lewes  in  Sussex, 
where  he  practised  as  a  Physician  very  successfully 
and  obtained  a  considerable  estate.  He  wrote  ^^  Tlie 
Garland  of  Godly  Flowers,"  carefully  collected  from 
the  Garden  of  the  Holy  scriptures,  also  translated  the 

•  Various  books  written  ^7  him,  Laurenoe  Twyne  and  others  of  this 
fieunilj  are  in  the  Oxford  UniirerBity  Librarj,  and  are  referred  to  in  the 
works  of  Lord  Camden,  Lovott's  Antiqaities  of  Sussex,  the  Athsene  Oxon- 
iensis,  fto.  Laurenoe  Twyne  J.  P.  had  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Oanterbury  until  the  recent  alterations  were  made  when  it 
was  remoTed.    He  had  property  at  Canterbury  and  Bye. 

t  John  Twyne,  an  eminent  antiquary,  born  at  BoKngton,  Hants,  and 
educated  at  new  Hall,  Oxford,  died  in  1681. 
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Breviary  of  Bretagne,  &c.,  1573,  "  VirgU's  ^neid '" 
&c.,  he  died  Ist  August,  1613,  aged  70,  and  is  buried 
in  the  chancel  of  the  church  called  '^  St.  Anne,"  but 
more  properly  *St.  Peter  and  St  Mary  Westout^*  in 
Lewes.  A  brass*  with  fourteen  verses  is  over  his 
grave  fixed  to  the  east  wall  of  the  said  chancel.  Btyan 
Twyne,  son  of  Thomas,  was  admitted  at  Corpus  Chnsti 
College,  December  13th,  1594,  then  aged  fifteen. 
Elected  fellow,  Januaiy  3rd,  1605.  In  1614  appoint* 
ed  Greek  reader  of  the  college,  and  Vicar  of  Rye 
in  Sussex,  by  the  Earl  of  Dorset,  but  spent  most  of 
his  time  in  Oxford.  A  great  favourite  of  Archbishop 
Laud's,  who  employed  him  in  drawing  up  the  Univer- 
sity Statutes  now  in  use,  was  appointed  Custos 
Archivorumof  the  University  1634,  died  at  his  lodgings 
in  St.  Aldgate's  parish,  July  4th,l  644,  and  was  buried  in 
the  inner  chapel  or  choir  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  to 
which  College  he  bequeathed  some  of  his  books/* 
The  following  account  of  this  family  is  extracted  from 
the  register  book  of  Longparish,  Hampshire,  where 
the  earliest  entry  relating  to  them  occurs  in  1665. 
In  "1689  February  20th,  Richard  Twyne,  great  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Twyne,  son  of  John^  married  to  Mary 
Hill.  1697,  June  5th,  Peter,  son  of  Peter  Twyne, 
was  buried.  1735 — 1737  Richard  and  George  children 
of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Twyne  were  baptized.  1739, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Twyne, 
baptized.  1744 — 1755,  George  and  Charles,  children 
of  Peter  and  Anne  Twyne,  were  baptized.  1754,  April 
26th,  was  buried  at  Longparish,  Hants,  Thomas,  son 
of  Peter  and  Anne  Twyne,"  In  the  registers  of 
Ramsbury,  Wilts,  is  "  1779,  September  5th,  the 
baptism  of  JosephySon  of  William  and  MargaretTwyne." 
nee  Hill.      **  July  24th,   1858,  buried  at  Ramsbury, 

•  He  died  at  Lewes,  in  1613,  and  bequeathed  his  Taluable  library  to  the 
University  of  Oxford.    Thia  brass  plate  records  in  Latin  his  abilities. 
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Wilts,  Joseph  Twjme."^  His  wife's  name  was  Sophia; 
their  only  son,  the  Rev.  W.  Twyne  late  rector  of 
Rayleigh,  M.  A,  of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  J. 
P.  for  Essex,  and  patron  of  the  rectory  oi  South 
ShoeburTf  waa  bc^rn  at  Ramsbury,  Wilts,  April  10th, 
1817.  He  married  at  Yarmouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  Feb. 
10th,  1846,  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Dougal  Christie 
Esquire,  formerly  of  the  East  India  Company's 
Bombay  medical  service,  and  late  of  Montagu  Square, 
London,  and  sister  of  W.  D.  Christie^  C.  B.  formerly 
secretary  to  Lord  Minto,  late  M.  P.  for  W^mouth 
and  British  Minister  respectively  at  Berne  and  the 
Brazils.  Mr.  Twyne  resigned  this  Incumbency,  March 
1871,  when  his  health  had  so  far  failed  as  to  disable 
iiim  from  officiating  in  the  Church.  His  parishioners 
at  a  public  meeting  addressed  to  him  a  letter  of  con- 
dolence and  regard  on  his  departure  from  them»  and 
later  oa  presented  him  with  a  testimonial  to  the  same 
effect;  after  this  he  resided  abroad  for  some  years,  but 
was  presented  in  1878  with  the  Vicarage  of  White- 
parish  near  Salisbunr.  His  eldest  son  Bryan  Bristow, 
bom  in  1847,  is  a  Captain  in  the  13th  Regiment  of 
Light  Infantry  (Prince  Albert's).  His  second  son 
who  was  intended  for  Holy  Orders,  died  in  the  floAver 
of  his  age.  On  the  North  wall  of  St.  John  the  Baptist's 
Chapel  in  Bayleigh  Church,  is  a  tablet  upon  which  is 
inscribed  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  William  Robert 
Twyne  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  the  beloved 
second  son  of  the  Rev.  William  Twyne,  rector  of  this 
parish  (accidentally  drowned*  while  bathing  in  the 
Hockley  river),  September  22nd,  1868,  aged  19  years 
and  10  months.  St.  John  13c.,  7  v,  and  Revelation,  t3c. 
12v."  His  body  is  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  the  east 
end  of  the  Chancelin  the  Churchyard.  Laurence  Joseph, 

•  ThiB  aooident  oooarred  abont  half  a  mile  from  Hall  Bridge,  on  tho 
eaBlem  side,  towards  Fambridgo. 
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of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  married  in  1871, 
Louisa  Emily,only  daughter  of  Michael  E wing  of  Ryde, 
Isle  of  Wight.  She  died  about  a  year  afterwards. 
Robert  Colquhoun,  his  youngest  son,  is  in  Holy  Orders, 
was  formerly  Curate  of  Blandfbrd,  Dorset,  but  now 
Curate  of  Kenton,  Devon.  He  married  5th  January, 
1882,  Charlotte  Margaret,  only  daughter  of 
0.  E.  Thurston,  of  Thornbury,  Gloucestershire. 
His  eldest  daughter,  Mary  Sophia,  (Minnie)  was 
married  November  24th,  1881,  at  St.  Andrews,  Wells 
street,  to  Spencer  John,  only  son  of  John  Weston,  of 
68,  Upper  Berkeley  Street,  W.  His  second  daughter 
Alice  ICate,  was  married  in  1875,  to  the  Rev.  G.  A. 
Starkey,  M.A.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
now  British  Chaplain  of  Amsterdam.  His  youngest 
daughter  is  named  Ada  Maud.  The  arms  now  used 
by  Mr.  Twyne  are  **  Quarterly  1  and  4  Arg.,  a  fess 
embattled  Sa.  in  chief  two  estoiles  of  the  second,  for 
TAvine.      2  and  3  a  chev.  Arg.  between  3  fleur  de  lis 

for impaling  Or,  a  saltire  Sa.  between 

4  mullets Crest,  out  of  a  mural  crown 

an  estoile.  The  arms  granted  to  Twine  of  Preston, 
in  Lancashire,  21st  November,  1571,  were  "Arg. 
a  fess  embattled  Sa;  in  chief  two  estoiles  of  the 
second.''  No  crest  or  motto  mentioned.  Twine*  of 
Kent,  and  of  Lewes  in  Sussex,  bore  the  same. 

A  curious  discovery  was  made  at  the  rectory  house, 
in  the  summer  of  1846,  of  a  portion  of  a  suit 
of  mail,  consisting  of  breast  and  back  plates, 
and  chain  armour.  It  was  found  in  a  hole  in  the 
chimney,  access  to  which  was  from  an  opening  in  the 
roof  amongst  the  tiles.  Upon  the  resignation  of  W. 
Twyne,  the  living  was  conferred  upon  Rev.  J.  D. 

*  Oooaaionally  in  Churoh  register  books  and  biography,  tho  name  has 
been  spelt  Twine,  as  well  as  Twyne,  and  even  so  written  and  used  by  the 
family  within  the  last  forty  years. 
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Mac  Vicar,  born  in  1840,  educated  at  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  B.  A.  degree  in  1862. 
Having  been  ordained  in  1863  to  the  curacy  of 
Weybridge,  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  after 
having  been  also  Curate  of  Harrow  on  the  Hill  for 
three  years,  in  1871  he  was  appointed  to  the  rectory 
of  Rayleigh.  By  family  he  is  connected  with  the 
MacDonnells,  Craufurds,  Eglintons,  and  many  other 
ancient  Scottish  families.  CsptAia  Tf^iam  Mantgomorie 
of  Ballamonock,  a  son  of  Montgomorie,  of  Skelmorlie, 
(a  younger  branch  of  the  Montgomories  of  Eglinton, 
Earls  of  Eglinton)  married  Mrs.  McNiel  of  Giglia. 
They  had  four  daughters,  of  whom  Annabella  married 
Duncan  Mac  Vicar  of  Liverpool,  (whose  family  came 
from  Cantire,  in  Buteshire),  Jane  married  Dr.  R. 
Hunter.  Of  the  children  of  Annabella  MacVicar 
were  Joseph^  Duncan  and  Ann.  Of  Joseph,  were  Joseph 
Duncan.  Of  Duncan,  were  Duncan  and  Joseph.  Of 
the  family  of  Jane  Hunter  were  several  children,  of 
whom  one,  Robert^  married  HdenWamer^  of  Ardeer,  in 
Ayrshire,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Robert 
Wodrow,  author  of  the  History  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  of  Patrick  Warner,  of  Ardeer,  who  in 
1679,  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Scotland.*};  Of 
their  children  Jane  Montgomerie  Hunter  married  Joseph 
Duncan  MacVicar,  whose  only  surviving  child  is  tne 
Rev.  J.  D.  MacYicar,  rector  of  Rayleigh. 

With  respect  to  the  curates  formerly  serving  in 
this  Church,  very  little  is  known,  but  a  tradition 
exists  showing  the  manners,  inefficiency  and^^  supine- 
ness  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  had  fallen  into 
in  bye-gone  years ;  it  is,  that  about  one  hundred  years 
ago  a  temporary  Curate  between  services  had  apugQistic 
encounter  with  a  parishioner,  to  settle  a  dispute. 

The  registers  commence  in  1561,  and  there  is  a 
minute  in  the  register  book  that  they  |ire  "  imperfect 
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and  mutilated  from  1626  to  1660/'  and  they  are  lost 
from  1660  to   1666.     In  ''  1571   Heniy  Golman, 
Minister,  Thomas  Loveden,  Curate,  1742.  Miles  Moor 
1788.     Isaac  Neville  Syer,  was  curate  here  for  aboat* 
twenty  years,  during   Sir  John   Head's  absence  in 
France.     He  died  in  1821,  and,  tqgether  with  his  wife 
and  several  of  the   family   is  buried  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Church;  there  are  two  atones  surrounded 
with  iron  railings,  to  their  memory*    "  In  memory  of 
Susan  Syer,  wife  of  the  Kev.  I.  N.  Syer,  died  April 
23rd,  1818,  aged  fifty  nine  years,  also  of  the  Rev.  I« 
N.  Syer,died  January  26th,  1821,  aged  sixty-six  years  ; 
also  Maria  Sver,  daughter  of  the  Be  v.  I.  N.  Syer  and 
Susan  his  wife,  who  died  April  12th,  1813,  aged  twenty 
three.    Buried,  but  not  forgotten."     The  Rev*  Isaae 
Neville  Syer,  formerly  Curate  of  Battlesdon,  Suffolk, 
was  educated  at  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  formerly 
lived  at  Badlies,  a  farm  belonging  to  him  in  Great 
Waldingfield*.     His  wife  was  Busan  Wink,  who  lived 
near  Melford,  in  Suffolk.      He  had  by  her  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.      His  eldest  son  was  Neville  Loy  d 
Syer,  who  married  Charlotte  Witham,  daughter  of 
John  Witham,  of  the  Lion,   Biayleigh,  John   Syer, 
Charles  Syer,  of  Southend,  who  married  Charlotte, 
third  daughter  of  Mr.  Lamprill,  of  Rettendon  wick, 
and  whose  daughter  Ellen,  married  F.Belcham.  Susan 
his  eldest  daughter,  married  Rev.  £.  Curteis,  Curate  of 
Rayleigh  in  1823,  andafterwards  Rector  of  Rettendon  ; 
and  Geor^ana  Harriet,  his  second  daughter  married 
to  James  Byass,  Surgeon  of  Rayleigh.    M.  C.  Tolputt, 
Curate,  1831.    F.  Smyth  1840.     He  died  in  a  fit  in 
the  dining  room  of  the  Rectory,  and  was  brother  of 
S.  B.  Smyth,  Vicar  of  Barling.     George  Harrison 

*  The  Lordship  of  Waldingfield  Parra  was  rested  at  one  time  in  the  Ber. 
Dry  Sjer.  He  was  patron  of  the  Bectory  of  Little  Wratting.  D.  Syer,  M. 
D.  was  patron  of  the  Vioarage  of  Little  Waldingfield. 
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succeeded  him.  He  had  formerly  been  Curate  of 
Langdon  Hills,  with  occasional  charge  of  Yange  and 
Homdon  on  the  HilL  After  his  departure  from 
Rayleigh,  he  became  Vicar  of  New  Brentford,  and  from 
thence  in  1853,  exchanged  to  the  rectory  of  Sutcombe, 
in  Holsworthy,  Devonshire.  This  he  resigned  and 
died  in  March,  1875,  at  Bideford.  His  first  wife  was 
Emily,  widow  of  Colonel  Goodrich,  and  his  second, 
Emma,  the  younger  daughter  of  Sir  Mark  Isambard 
Brunei,  En^ht,  C.E.  William  Mignot  Eerr,  J.P.^  was 
the  next  Curate,  he  married  the  youngest  daughter  of 
T.Brewitt,of  Down  Hall  and  was  afterwards  upwards  of 
30  years  rector  of  Nevendon, where  he  and  his  wife  died. 
Hewas  son  of  the  late  William  Eerr,  Esquire,of  Welcome 
Estate,  Jamaica.  W.  Wellington  Willock^  a  relative 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel.  He  was  M.  A.  and  fellow 
of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  and  at  one  time 
Curate  to  Dr.  Hook,  of  Leeds.  He  married  and  left 
to  go  to  Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  as  a  Minister 
under  Bishop  Selwyn.  Clement  Cream.  Samuel 
Sheddon,  in  1846,  who  left  ^on  obtaining  a  Vicarage 
in  Derbyshire.  Frederick  Thomas  William  Wintle, 
1863.  A.  R.  Stert  formerly  Curate  of  Prittlewell. 
He  was  here  for  about  eleven  years,  and  resided  at 
Bowdens,  where  memorials  of  him  are  still  to  be  seen 
in  the  shape  of  sentences  on  the  walls.  One  of  them 
over  the  mantel-piece  of  the  dining  room  is  "  Stet 
Foriuna  Domus:'  T.  Wade  Smith,  who  left  in  1871 
and  now  holds  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Savernake,  in 
Wiltshire,  presented  to  him  by  the  Marquis  of 
Aylesbuiy.  He  published  several  useful  theological 
books.  F.  A.  Heaton,  B.  A.  formerly  Curate  of  Malpas. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  the  registers. 
"1634,  Edward  son  of  Henry  Rogers,  of  St.  Martin's, 
London,  buried.  1640  April  6th,  James  son  of  Edward 
Purchas,  and  Clarissa  his  wife  baptized.     1648,  Mary 
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Rogers  buried.  1650,  John,  son  of  John  and  Anxr 
Spurgeon,  baptized."  A  John  Spurgeon  had  property 
in  Leigh,  Haaleigh  and  Rayleigh,  and  was  patron  of 
Hadleigh  Church,  one  turn,  (see  Morant).  1654^ 
parishioners  met  together  to  elect  a  Registrar,  and  chos^ 
W  illiam  Brewster,  according  to  a  late  act  of  Parliament* 
S^ned  ^^ William  Sanster.  Timothy  Ryelands.  William 
TUfords.  £dward  Smith.  John  Marshall.  Joseph 
Trotter.  John  Holman.  Albon  Parker."  Sworn  in 
before  Isaac  Alen,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

^^Zachary,  son  of  Nehemiah  Rogers  and  Lydia 
his  wife,  was  buried  26th  of  April,  1687.  James  son 
of  the  above  Nehemiah  and  Lydia,  June  26th,  1687* 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brewitt  and  £lizabeth 
his  wife,  buried  in  1687.  William  Cockerton  in  1693. 
Samuel  Cockerton  in  1703,  (see  Sutton).  Thomas 
Brewitt,  Vidower,  and  Mary  Clark,  widow,  both  of 
this  parish,  married  May  19di,  1695.  1697,  Susanna, 
wife  of  Daniel  Roberts  buried.  1703,  April  30th, 
Daniel  Roberts  buried.  Robert  Sammon  of  Chelsea, 
and  Eatherine  Cock  of  this  Church,  married  with 
licence,  April  1st,  1744.  John  Atteridge  and 
Cordelia  Kersteman  married  by  licence,  January  18th 
1742-3,  Judith,  wife  ofThomas  Browning,  of Packles- 
ham,buried  August  1 738.  In  1 647  the  name  of  Tabor 
occurs.  1648,  Prentice,  Sawell  and  Trotter.  1649, 
Cattlin.  1701,  Stephens.  1702,  Hurst.  1706,  Whiting 
and  Offen.  1715,  Nash.  In  1796  attempts  were  made 
to  introduce  the  spinning  and  woollen  manufacture; 
John  Pearson  of  Brentwood,  Weaver,  being  employed 
to  instruct  the  paupers.  "  1840,  William  Davey, 
buried,  aged  sixty,"  father  of  Sarah  Davey,  Countess 
of  Ferrars,  (see  Great  Wakering).  1743,  Kennetf 
mentioned  as  coming  from  Braintree.  Thomas 
Kennett  of  Chelmsford,  married  Charlotte,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Harridge,  of  Rayleigh,  in  1807. 
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The  Baptist  Chapel  had  its  origin  on  this  wise. 
Brother  James  Pilkington  was  called  into  the  ministry 
by  a  Baptist  Chnrch  Meeting,  in  Edward   Street, 
Wardour  Street,  London,  and  on  March  14th,  1797,was 
appointed  as  the  first  itinerant  to  go  where  the  Lord 
should  direct  him.  Upon  thelSth  June,  1797^  his  Rev- 
erence arrived  at  Rayleigh,  being  sent  by  the  Essex 
Baptist  Association  after  a  trial  sermon,  and  began 
preaching  June  25th,  the  same  year.     He  was  strongly 
dissuaded  on  account  of  the  Mutiny  at  the  Nore,  and 
arguments  were  employed  representing  that  troops 
were  stationed  at  Southend,  to  keep  off  rebels,  and 
that  internal  enemies  were  dreaded.     He  however 
persevered,  soon  got  a  crowded  congregation,  and  as  a 
room  was  too  small,  a  friend  fitted  up  a  cart-lodge, 
capable  of  holding  two  hundred  persons.     He  was 
tempted  by  certain  offers  to  give  up  Baptist  principles 
and  adopt  Independentviews,  which  he  refused.  Upon 
the  29th  August,  1798,  James  Pearson  gave  the  free-^ 
hold  ground  for  the  erection  of  the  Chapel  and  on 
September  3rd,  it  was  legally  conveyed  to  Trustees  for 
ever.     On  the  25th,  the  foundation  was  laid  and  the 
Chapel  opened  March  26th,  1799.     The  date  on  the 
Chapel  is  1797,  which  implies  that  the  Church  was  first 
formed  at  that  period.    Pilkington  was  pastor  here  for 
more  than  fifty  years^  and  had  a  Jubilee  upon  that 
occasion.     He  was  a  man  universally  respected,  and 
lived  upon  the  best  terms  with  the  rectors  of  the 
Parish,  and  although   it  is  said  he  was    pelted  in 
the  first  instance,  he  surmounted  all  opposition.    The 
parish  Church  was  nearly  deserted  at  his  coming, 
service  being  performed  but  once  a  day.  Shops  and 
Public    Houses    open  all  day   on  Sunday;    public 
meetings  in  the   streets  for  fights  and  profaneness 
and  no   Evangelical  Dissenting  Chapel  nearer  than 
Chelmsford,  at  that  period.     He  had  a  large  School 
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and  edacated  manv  of  the  Farmer's  and  Tradesmen's 
sons.  He  died  November  22nd,  1853,  aged  eighty- 
three  yearS)  and  is  buried  in  the  Chapel  ground  amidst 
his  flock,  together  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  who  died  in 
1840,  aged  seventy-six.  In  1859  Rev.  Eli  Amery, 
was  Minister,  and  died  and  was  buried  in  the  Ohapel 
yard,  in  1862,  aged  sixty,  afterwards  Jenkins,  and  C. 
T.  Keen.  1872,  D.  Jennings.  1881,  William  Dickins. 
The  Baptists  at  Thund^rsley  and  Prittlewell  are 
Seceders  from  this  congregation. 

In  this  Cemetery  repose  Dorothy  Strutt,  wife  of 
Eleazer  Tyrrell,  of  Homdon  on  the  Hill,  who  died  in 
1844,  aged  thirty-nine  years,  and  William  Tyrrell,who 
was  deacon  forty-five  years,  and  died  in  1844,  aged 
seventy-eight.  Likewise  John  Boreham,  of  Hares 
Land,  Thundersley,  who  died  in  1856,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  Ann,  his  wife,  who  died  in  1 836, 
aged  fifty-eight  and  several  of  their  children.  Also 
members  of  the  family  of  Thomas  Cooch  Pattisson, 
formerly  of  Thundersley  Hall,  and  James  Pearson 
already  mentioned.  The  latter  was  bom  at  East 
Byerley,  in  Yorkshire,  and  died  October  17th,  1822, 
aged  eighty-three.  He  was  a  freeman  and  bowyer  of 
London,  and  book-keeper  at  the  Blue  Boar,  Aldgate, 
now  pulled  down,  His  family  lived  many  years  in  the 
parish  of  Snelsins,  in  Yorkshire.  Here  likewise  are 
tombs  of  several  of  the  families  of  Blackbome,  Rolph, 
Richmond,Finch,Quin  of  Maldon,  Sneezum,  Slifield,Gos- 
lett,  Brown,  Rose  of  Hockley,  Sach,  Harvey  of 
Thundersl^,  Blomfield,T win,Britton,  Baldwin, Waite, 
Clemance,  Outen  and  Patmore,  also  Mary,  wife  of 
George  Uwins  of  Rayleigh,  and  niece  of  the  Rev.  James 
Pilkington,  who  died  in  1867,  aged  sixty-six  years, 
George  Uwins  her  husband,  who  died  in  1870,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  The  Rev.  William  Clayton 
Bottomley,  formerly  of  Henley  in  Arden,  Warwick- 
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shire,  who  died  January  12th,  1867,  aged  seventy-two. 
Henry  John  Austen,  preacher  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
Countess  of  Huntingdon  connection,  who  died  at 
Great  Wakering,  August  29th,  1826,  aged  sixty-six. 

The  first  stone  of  the  British  School-room  in  con- 
nection with  the  Chapel,  for  day  and  Sunday  Scholars, 
was  laid  October  28th,  1863,  by  Samuel  Morley, 
Esquire,  and  was  ope&ed  on  the  17th  May,  1864. 

Kayleigh  Board  School  was  established  in  1871, 
under  section  12  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act 
of  1870.  It  has  five  members  and  by  common  compact 
and  the  consent  of  the  Inhabitants  is  represented  by 
three  Churchmen  and  two  Dissenters. 

Concerning  the  charities  of  this  parish,  Morant 
mentions  three  houses  for  poor  men  and  women 
without  endowment,  likewise  an  house  to  maintain 
the  bell  ropes,  another  to  maintain  twelve  poor  children 
at  school,  and  another  house  to  supply  bread  to  six 
poor  widows  every  Sabbath  day.  These  houses  he 
describes  as  fallen,  decayed  and  reduced  in  value. 

"  Gilberts  charity  consisting  of  a  certain  tenement 
**was  given  by  the  will  of  Isaac  Gilbert,  dated  9  th  June, 
1640,  upon  certain  conditions  that  his  mother-in-law, 
Sarah  Gilbert,  she  Or  her  heirs  should  pay  £6  to  the 
Minister  and  Churchwardens,  towards  the  schooling 
of  ten  poor  children  of  this  parish.  This  house  was 
for  many  years  used  as  a  Poorhouse  and  had  a  piece 
of  ground  comprising  forty-four  rods  attached  to  it. 
In  1792  it  was  agreed  to  grant  a  building  lease  to 
Gilbert  Sumner,  of  this  ground,  for  ninety-nine  years, 
at  an  annual  rent  of  ^3.  Upon  this  Sumner  built  a 
house,  which  afterwards  became  the  property  of 
Thomas  Byass,  and  is  now  in  Robert  Henson.  The 
Poorhouse  itself  upon  becoming  vacant  by  the  removal 
of  the  Paupers  to  the  Rochford  Union,  being  in  a 
dilapidated  state  was  pulled  down  and  the  site  let  on 
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lease  in  1841)  in  two  parcels  to  William  Cross  and 
Thomas  Wagstaff,  at  ^3  10s.  each  per  amium  for 
ninety-nine  years;  the  latter  is  now  in  John  Belcham. 

The  Rev.  George  Sykes,  D.D.  by  will  dated  24th 
November,  1763,  gave  to  the  Mimster  and  Church- 
wardens of  Rayleigh,  £200  to  put  in  the  funds,  the 
proceeds  to  be  appUed  for  poor  children  to  learn  to 
read,  write,  and  cast  up  accounts,  and  £100,  the 
proceeds  of  which  to  be  expended  in  bread  for  the 
poor.  These  legacies  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
£344  6s.  6d.,  Old  South  Sea  Annuities,  but  are 
now  converted  into  Consols.  Two  thirds  of  the 
dividends  are  applied  in  aid  of  the  Parish  Schools,  and 
the  rest  accordmg  to  the  direction  of  the  Donor. 

The  poor's  land  in  Hockley,  already  mentioned,  was 
the  subject  of  an  exchange  in  1794,  and  now  consists  of 
half  the  rent  of  5  acres,  2  roods,  32  poles,  situate  in 
Hockley  parish.  This  rent  amounting  to  £7  per 
annum  is  devoted  to  the  schools. 

A  piece  of  ground,  probably  one  of  the  demises 
formerly  mentioned,  situate  in  Mill  Lane,  on  the 
Eastwood  road,  was  leased  20th  September,  1797,  to 
Stephen  Gusterson,  for  ninty-nine  years,  at  a  yearly 
rent  of  £2  2s.  upon  condition  that  he  should 
build  a  substantial  house  of  the  value  of  £100,  and  a 
brick  wall  on  the  south  side,  next  Mill  Lane.  This 
property  is  now  in  J.  P.  Williams  and  the  rent  is 
applied  to  the  schools. 

An  old  row  of  Houses  opposite  the  Lion  Inn, 
including  the  Post  Office,  are  worth  inspection, 
especially  the  beams  &c.  The  village,  or  rather  Manor 
horse  pond  was  near  this  place,  the  site  being  now  oc- 
cupied by  a  house  built  bv  the  late  Charles  Count.  It 
was  sold  in  1810,  (4  J  rods)  by  the  Parish,  to  Thomas 
Higgs, Timber  Merchant,  and  still  paysaquitrenttothe 
manor.     The  property  now  belongs  to  John  Belcham. 
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Freemasonry  has  taken  deep  root  here,  the  Lodge 
Trinity,  No.  1734,  is  an  off-shoot  from  the  mother 
lodge,  that  of  True  Friendship,  No.  186,  now  No.  160, 
holden  at  Rochford,  which  was  consecrated  in  the  year 
1766.  The  warrant  of  the  Trinity  Lodge,  Rayleigh,  is 
dated  Dec.  5th,  1877.  This  was  made  sacred  March 
19th,  1878,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  John  Martyn,  rector 
of  Long  Melford,  Suffolk,  past  Grand  Chaplain  of 
England,  and  Deputy  Provincial  Grand  Master  of 
Suffolk,  and  William  Pissey,  Rayleigh,  was  the  first 
Master.  The  founders  of  the  Lodge  being  William 
Pissey,  Chemist,  John  Allen,  Farmer,  Edward  Judd, 
Accountant,  William  Isaac  Belcham,  Senior,  Farmer, 
Frederick  John  Wiseman,  Oyster  Merchant,  Rev. 
Spencer  Robert Wigram,  Edward  England  Phillips,  Sur- 
geon, and  Daniel  Brown  Grout,  Farmer.  It  is  held  at 
the  Golden  Lion  Inn,  Rayleigh,  on  Wednesday,  on  or 
after  the  full  moon  every  month. 

Mr.  Pissev  has  in  his  possession  one  of  several  celt 
heads,  found  at  Thundersley,  in  a  gravel  pit.  There 
was  a  quantity  of  metal  of  the  same  material  found 
with  them.  These  celt  or  axe  heads  are  composed  of 
ten  parts  of  copper,  and  one  of  tin.  They  are  said  to 
have  been  used  by  the  Druids  to  cut  the  mistletoe 
called  ^^  all-heal "  off  the  trees.  The  celt  was  affixed  to 
the  end  of  their  staff,  and  carried  in  their  hands.*  A 
Limestone  Quern  (unfortunately  broken),  in  possession 
of  the  same  Gentleman,  was  found  at  Rayleigh  in 
1880,  in  digging  out  the  earth  for  the  foundation  of 
the  new  houses  called  DoUmartons  opposite  theMalting, 
and  owned  by  Francis  Ford,  of  52,  Long  Acre,  London. 

Rayleigh  was  the  scene  of  several  martyrdoms  during 
the  reign  of  Mary.      T.  Ling  wood  who  died  thirty 

*  Haximns  Tjrias  who  wrote  in  ^e  2nd  oentary  of  the  Christian  era, 
aeeerte  that  the  Mistletoe  was  oat  with  a  Golden  Siokle. 

B    2. 
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years  ago,  at  an  advanced  age,  says  that  lis  father  told 
nim  that  the  stake  was  dug  up,  and  stood  a  few  yards 
from  the  pump.  This  pump  is  situate  in  the  centre  of 
the  town  near  the  Spread  Eagle.  Thomas  Causton,  of 
Thundersley,  was  burnt  here  March  23rd,  or  27th, 
1555,  and  tfohn  Ardeley,  June  10th  of  the  same  year. 
See  Rochford  and  Thundersley. 

Rayleigh  confers  the  title  of  Baron  on  the  family 
of  Strutt.  They  were  ori^nally  millers,  of  Springfield, 
Chelmsford  and  Maldon.  John  StruU^  miller  of 
Maldon,  who  became  very  rich  and  was  M.P.  for  that 
Borough  in  three  successive  parliaments,  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety.  He  purchased  Terlinff  Place  in 
1761.  He  married  in  1756,  Anne  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  William  and  Ruth  Goodday,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons,  John^  who  died  at  Lisbon,  Joseph  Hdden^ 
and  William  Goodday  Strutt.  This  latter  was  a 
Major-General  in  the  army,  saw  much  service,  in 
which  he  lost  a  leg  and  received  many  wounds,  and 
was  afterwards  appointed  Governor  of  Quebec.  He 
died  at  Tofts,  Little  Baddow.  Joseph  Hdden^  a  Colonel 
in  the  Militia,  married  Lady  Charlotte  Mary  Gertrude 
Fitzgerald,  fourth  daughter  of  James,  Ist  Duke  of 
Leinster,  who  was  elevated  to  the  Peerage  as  Baroness 
Rayleigh,  in  1821,  in  consideration  of  the  Colonels 
eminent  public  service  in  command  of  different  regi- 
ments of  Essex  Militia  for  a  lengthened  period.  He 
represented  Maldon  for  thirty-six  years  in  Parliament. 
His  eldest  son  John  James  succeeded  to  the  title  on 
the  demise  of  his  Mother  in  1836.  He  married  in 
1842,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Richard  Vicars,  of 
Kings  County,  Ireland,  and  died  in  1873.  His  eldest 
son  John  WtUiam  Strutt  is  now  Lord  Rayleigh.  He 
passed  a  splendid  academical  career,  being  Senior 
Wrangler  and  Ist  Smith's  Prizeman  for  1865  at 
Cambridge.     He  married  in  1871,  Evelyn  Georgians 
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Mary,  second  daughter  of  the  late  James  Maitland 
and  Lady  Blanche  Balfour,  of  Whittinghame.  N.B. 
Historians  relate  a  tradition  that  this  family  was  of  Swiss 
extraction,  for  which  they  do  not  produce  a  tittle  of 
evidence,  and  further  assume  they  are  descended  from  a 
younger  brother  of  Sir  Denner  Strutt,  killed  in  fighting 
for  the  Boyal  Cause.  Now  this  is  a  myth  that  has  been 
completely  dispersed  by  the  exhaustive  researches  of 
Colonel  Chester.  He  has  conclusively  shown  that 
Sir  Denner  Strutt  died  in  his  bed  at  Little  Warley 
Hall,  that  he  had  no  broAer  and  that  his  only  son  died 
during  his  father's  life-time.  See  Essex  Archaeological 
Society's  Journal  on  the  ancestry  of  Sir  Denner  Strutt, 
vol  v.,  part  ii.,  page  147.  Sir  Denner  Strutt  used 
these  arms : —  Sa.  a  chev.  Arg.  between  three  cross- 
crosslets  fitchde.  Or,  but  no  grant  to  this  family  has 
been  found.  The  ^rant  to  the  present  family  is 
different,  Az.  on  a  chev.  Arg.  between  three  cross- 
crosslets  fitch^e  Or,  as  many  leopards  faces  ppr.  Crest 
a  demi  lion  rampant  Az.  gorged  with  a  mural  crown 
Or,  holding  in  the  dexter  paw  a  cross-crosslet  fitchde 
and  resting  the  Sinister  on  a  shield  Sa.  charged  with  a 
chevron  Argent  between  three  cross-crosslets  fitch^e  Or. 
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ROCHFORD. 


THS  HX7NDRSD  — BOOHFOBD  HALL—  QUXSN  AKNB  BOLBTN— 
lUGHABD  LORD  RICHB  AND  HIS  DB80BNDANT8  —  POND  ON 
HOOHFORD  HALL,  AFFBCTBD  BY  THB  OBBAT  BABTHQUAKB  AT 
IJ8B0N_THB  HABOBS  ANDESTATBS— LAWLBS8  COUBT  AND  ITS 
(^ONNBCnON  WITH  THB  HONOB  OF  BAYLBIGH  ~  OHUBOH — 
ITrHBS-^CLBBGT— OHAPBLS-^HABITIBS— OLD  XABKET  HOITSB— 
^iCHOOLS  -^  LAST  CASES  OF  HANGINQ  FOB  SHEBFSTBALINa  — 
8IMS0N  THB  HABTTB  —  MANUFAOTUBE  OF  POTASH  Ac. 

|he  Hundred  is  bounded  on  the  South  by  the 
Thames  and  the  Sea,  on  the  East  by  the  German 
Ocean,  on  the  North  for  the  greater  part  by  the 
river  Crouch,*  and  on  the  West  by  the  Hundred  of 
liurstable.  It  contains  about  60,000  acres  of  land  and 
ilerives  its  name  from  the  river  Roche,  (a  tributary  of 
I  he  river  Broomhills,)  and  a  ford  formerly  existing  on 
I  he  site  where  Salt  Bridge  now  connects  Eastwood 
:ind  Rochford.  The  length  of  the  Hundred  from  East 
to  West  deviates  from  ten  to  seventeen  miles,  in  width 
iiboutseveu  miles.  The  soil  varies  greatly,  from  the  best 
iu  England  to  some  of  the  worst.  In  the  present 
depressed  time,  some  of  it  does  not  pay  the  cost  of 
cultivation,  whilst  on  the  other  hand,  the  major  part 
produces  Corn,  Mustard  and  Potatoes  in  abundance  and 
i  s  of  great  fertility.  In  1 7  70  the  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Crouch  for  some  distance  was  rented  at  5s.  per 
acre.  The  rents  of  the  uplands  varied  from  I2s.  to  I6s. 
!>er  acre,  and  the  tithes  great  and  small  from  5s.  to  6s. 
The  rents  of  land  and  rent-charge,  as  compared  with 

•  Soe  ezoaptioni  in  Hooklej  and  Canewdon.  The  Birer  Cronob  takes  ite 
1  se  from  two  iprings  at  Little  Bnntoad  and  Laindon  and  joins  the  aea 
l>i  low    Bnrnham. 
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tithes  formerly  compounded  for,  at  the  present  day 
have,  in  many  instances,  more  than  doubled  and  even 
trebled.  The  tithe  act,  thought  at  one  time  so  bene- 
ficial a  measure,  is  a  heavy  incubus  on  the  poor  soils, 
and  varies  considerably  in  different  parishes.  In 
some  cases,  land  which  was  all  grass  and  produced 
no  Rectorial  tithe,  has  been  broken  up,  and  is  now 
exempt,  whilst  on  the  other  hand,  land  that  has  been 
laid  down  to  grass,  pays  a  commutation  for  great  tithe 
which  no  longer  exists.  As  time  passes  these  anom- 
alies will  be  more  striking.  In  some  extreme  cases, 
land  will  be  almost  valueless  to  owners,  whilst  in  others 
a  great  boon  is  conferred  on  agriculture.  The  gross 
inequalities  in  the  tithes  which  vary  so  much,  was  no 
doubt  occasioned  bv  the  supineness  and  lethargy  of  the 
Landlords  at  the  Commutation,  and  the  division  and 
partition  of  the  soil  will  no  doubt  further  complicate  mat- 
ters. The  hundred  has  been  compared  byHolUngshed  to 
"  Hippocrates  Sleeve,"  the  Apothecaries  strainer.*  It 
comprises  twen^-six  parishes  including  the  extra 
Parochial  part  of  Havengore,  recently  constituted  a 
parish,  together  with  Canvey  Island,  (formerly  in  nine 
parishes),  but  made  a  parish  of  itself  March  25th, 
1881,  and  the  hamlet  of  Thundersley.  The  remainder 
of  the  latter  parish  however  and  South  Bemfieet,  being 
both  in  Barstable  Hundred,  ai'e  comprised  in  the 
Rochford  Union.  It  was  in  the  diocese  of  London 
ancient,  afterwards  in  Rochester,  but  is  now  in  that  of 
St.  Albans,  formed  in  1877,  and  in  the  Deaneries  of 
Rochford,  Canewdon  and  Barstable.  The  western  and 
central  parts  of  the  hundred  are  well  wooded,,  and  there 

*  ^18  term  is  applied  to  tbe  woollen  bag  through  which  Hippooras  w«a 
Btrainedy  a  oostlT  beverage  chiefly  lued  at  Boyal  Banqaets,  in  which  the 
Champion  oat  of  a  golden  cap  pledged  the  King  at  the  coronation.  It  wo  a 
composed  of  red  wine,  cinnamon,  ginger  and  other  spic^.  Holliugshcd 
probablj  had  in  view  the  form  of  the  hnndred  which  tapen  to  a  point  Rt 
Shoebarjneee,  near  '*  black-tail "  point. 
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are  some  lofty  elevations,  from  whence  extensive  views 
are  to  be  obtained,  especially  atThundersley,  Rayleigh, 
Hockley,  Ashingdon  andCanewdon.  A  chain  of  wooda 
extends  from  the  Lawn  at  Rochford^to  the  back  of  Ray- 
leigh  and  to  Hadleigh.  As  late  as  1805  these  amounted 
to  about  two  thousand  acres,  cut  at  14  years  growth,  the 
whole  made  into  faggots  and  sent  to  London,  except 
a  few  hoops  and  hurdles,  but  sometimes  burnt  into 
charcoal.  The  lower  portion  of  the  hundred  is  flat 
and  from  want  of  drainage,  and  a  sufficient  supply  of 
spring  water,  now  remedied  by  artesian  wells,*  was 
formerly  subject  to  malaria,  mildew  and  stinking  fogs, 
the  inhabitants  suffering  much  from  ague,  but  the 
country  since  that  period  being  much  opened,  and 
stagnant  ponds  filled  up,  it  is  now  healthier, 
althouffh  retrogression  is  going  on  from  the  bogs 
created  by  the  removal  of  bri(£  earth  in  so  many 
localities.  It  was  one  of  the  two  hundreds  called  in 
reproach  the  hundreds  of  Essex.  The  low  parts  adjoin- 
ing the  Rivers  and  the  Islands,  are  subject  continually 
to  inundations,  which  have  lately  materially  affected 
the  value  of  the  soil ;  recently  in  Canvey  we  have  seen 
sixty-three  acres  of  the  third  acre  land  sold  for  £600, 
and  marshes  in  Hockley  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Crouch  with  an  extensive  and  dangerous  wall  have 
been  sold  as  low  as  £11  per  acre.  Circa  1770  the 
whole  of  Foulness  was  under  water,  which  calamity 
has  occurred  in  the  present  century  to  several  of  the 
smaller  Islands.  One  of  the  most  expensive  and 
dangerous  breaches  in  the  sea  walls  occurred  in  1872, 
on  a  farm  called  Brick  House  Farm,f  owned  by  a  Mr. 
Willan,  at  South  Fambridge.  The  damage  occurred 
at  the  time  of  putting  in  a  sea  gutter,  which  was  done 

*  See  Bneblej  Island. 

t  It  is  said  a  breach  ooounred  at  or  near  this  spot  a  centorj  ago.    For 
further  accouiits  of  inundations,  see  Bushley,  Ntw  England,  Ac. 
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at  high  tides  in  aatumn,  pi^  were  not  in  sufficient 
quantity,  rain  came  in  the  night,  the  soil  gave  way  and 
slipped,  the  salt  water  oozed  through  and  finalw  an 
extensive  tract  was  flooded.  The  expense  of  the 
repair  was  enormous,  besides  a  neat  aeal  spent  in 
litigation  with  a  neighbouring  landlord  and  his  tenant 
whose  land  was  likewise  flooded.  The  case  was  set- 
tled out  of  court  upon  the  terms  that  the  defendant 
should  purchase  the  Freehold  Farm  and  the  tenants 
interest  therein,  and  compensate  him  for  the  damages 
incurred.  The  estimated  expense  respecting  the 
breach  was  JS20,000,  about  150  men  were  employed  for 
months,  6000  tons  of  chalk  were  put  in  to  form  a 
barrier  secured  with  piles,  before  the  wall  itself  could 
be  repaired;  about  160  acres  were  flooded  and  the 
novelty  was  witnessed  of  a  barge  sailing  on  the  land 
side  of  the  sea  wall,  and  men  rowing  boats  nearly  up 
to  Fambridge  Church.  Great  numbers  of  Leign 
Fishermen  were  employed,  who  slept  in  their  boats, 
and  the  public  houses  on  either  side  of  the  Crouch, 
reaped  a  rich  harvest.  In  January,  1881,  the  sea 
wall  was  broken  down  in  Canvey,  ^10,000  damage 
was  done,  and  1200  acres  were  submerged.  Upon 
this  occasion  so  great  was  the  expense,  recourse  had 
to  be  made  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  in  the 
time  of  George  III.,  whereby  the  "free  lands  "  had  to 
contribute  to  meet  the  expenses  for  extraordinary 
charges,  as  the  "  third  acre  lands  "  were  unable  to  cope 
with  the  difficulty.  Norden  who  wrote  in  1594,  says 
the  Shire  deserves  the  title  of  the  English  Goshen,  the 
fattest  of  the  land,  comparable  to  Palestina,  that  flowed 
with  milk  and  honey.  He  tells  us  of  the  great  and 
huge  cheeses  made  in  this  district,  wondered  at  for 
their  massiveness  and  thickness.  In  the  Islands  these 
cheeses  were  made  from  Ewes  milk,  but  there  were 
many  wickes,  or  dairies  and  the  large  cow-houses  still 
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existing  prove  that  pasturing  the  land  was  formerly 
more  practised.  Amongst  the  cereals,  oats  were  grown 
abundantly.  At  the  commencement  of  the  century, 
chalk  was  liberally  bestowed  on  the  soil,  but  has  of 
late  declined  in  these  days  of  depression ;  a  new  system 
of  farming  has  taken  place,  long  Allows  have  given 
way  to  potato  and  mangold  culture,  whilst  the  growth 
of  cole-seed  and  turnips  for  feeding  has  decreased. 
Drainage  is  now  most  usually  done  with  pipes  of  two 
inch  bore,  which  when  judiciously  laid,  will  last  for 
life,  the  old  system  of  using  bushes  and  elm  loppings 
having  quite  died  out.  The  depth  and  width  between 
the  drains  are  entirely  dependent  upon  the  texture  of 
the  subsoil.  On  the  same  farm  it  frequently  occurs 
that  one  system  is  inefficient.  The  old  method  of 
mole  ploughing  20  inches  deep  with  a  windlass,  where 
the  subsoil  is  brick  earth,  and  the  leads  laid  with 
pipes,  will  last  a  long  period. 

The  first  inhabitants  of  this  Hundred  and  Shire 
known  to  history  were  the  Kimmemns  and  their 
kindred  the  Kelts.  The  former  emigrated  from  their 
settlements  on  the  Baltic,  through  the  hazy  or  German 
Ocean,  led  by  Hy  Cadarn,  or  Hugh  the  powerful, 
whilst  the  Kelts  removed  from  Gallia.  These  people 
were  afterwards  called  Cymry,  (pronounced  Kumri), 
and  were  the  progenitors  of  the  .W  elsh.  Whilst  the 
country  was  uninhabited  by  man,  it  was  full  of  bears, 
wolves,  beavers  and  a  peculiar  kind  of  wild  cattle. 
The  Cymry  dwelt  in  subterranean  habitations  which 
they  called  argillas,*  communicating  with  each  other 

*  Traoes  of  these  dwellings  with  ash-pits  A  kitchen  middens,  full  of  shells 
and  fish  bones,  hare  lately  been  brought  to  light  in  digging  for  brick  earth 
at  Wakering  Hall.  Bones  of  animals  now  extinct  in  England  have  been 
found.  Those  identified  are  the  cores  of  horns,  and  frontal  bones  of  oxen 
with  large  protuberances,  (as  described  by  Sharon  Tamer),  tasks  of  the 
wild  boar,  together  with  sculls  similar  in  eyery  respect  to  the  Irish  Blood 
Hound.  Amongst  the  debris  were  found  Romano  British  pottery,  and  in 
one  of  the  passages  an  ancient  knife,  part  of  an  arrow  and  a  javelin  head. 
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by  trenches.  These  people  at  a  later  period  were 
generally  engaged  in  civil  feuds,  they  stained  their 
bodies  with  woad,  and  in  war  fought  in  chariots,  with 
scjrthes  at  the  axles.  Their  priests  were  called  Druids, 
who  deemed  the  mistletoe  sacred  if  it  vegetated  from 
an  oak.  Britain  was  invaded  by  the  Romans  under 
Julius  CfBsar,  55  years  before  Christ.  The  Trinobantes 
then  inhabited  Essex  and  Middlesex.  Mandrubratius 
their  prince,  who  was  an  exile  and  a  guest  in  CsBsar's 
camp,  was  the  first  to  make  terms  with  the  Invaders, 
who  retired  the  following  year,  and  it  was  not  until 
97  years  after  that  event  that  the  Romans  in  the  reign 
of  Claudius  effected  a  settlement.  Their  yoke  was  at- 
tempted but  in  vain  to  be  broken  by  the  heroic  Boadicea. 
To  the  Romans  it  is  said  we  are  indebted  for  the 
embankments  restraining  the  sea,  and  from  history  we 
learn  that  the  poor  natives  made  grievous  complaint 
of  the  labor  they  were  put  to,  and  the  stripes  with 
which  they  were  kept  to  the  work.  The  conquerors 
remained  in  possession  nearly  four  centuries,  and 
partly  quitted  the  Island  about  the  year  420,  leaving 
the  Britons  unwar-like  and  incapable  of  coping  with 
their  foes.  The  Picts  and  Scoto  then  ravaged  the 
country,  until  in  449  the  Saxons  were  invited  to  repel 
them.  Having  accomplished  this,  they  remained  and 
gradually  supplanted  those  they  had  succoured,  but  it 
was  not  till  527-9  that  the  Saxons  took  possession  of 
the  flats  of  Essex,  and  formed  part  of  the  Kingdom  of 
the  East  Saxa,  afterwards  corrupted  into  Exsessa. 
They  had  a  city  at  South  Shoebury,  called  in  the 
English  tongue  Sceobirig.  Their  domination  lasted 
six  hundred  years.     During  the  latter  part  of  this 

together  with  a  pecaliar  large  bone  oomb  with  a  handle  held  together  with 
metal  riyets.  Interspersed  with  these  articles  were  pieces  of  circular  concrete 
together  with  rubbing  stones,  apparently  used  for  the  purpose  of  grinding  or 
bruising  corn,  or  preparing  paint,  and  an  iron  ball  of  about  one  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  diameter,  and  other  articles,  the  uses  of  which  are  not  clear. 
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period  they  suflFSered  fearfully  from  Danish  pirates,  who 
naviDg  settled  amongst  them  became  the  victims  of 
a  terrible  massacre  in  1002,  which  was  the  cause  of 
fresh  bands  coming  over  to  revenge  their  countrymen. 
The  struggle  between  the  two  parties  was  fierce  in 
the  extreme,  and  ended  after  the  death  of  the  English 
King  Edmund  Ironside,  in  the  submission  of  the 
country  to  Canute.  The  sixth  and  last  battle  between 
these  redoubtable  rivals  was  fought  in  this  Hundred, 
the  only  one  in  which  the  Saxon  hero  was  worsted. 
This  intrepid  Prince,  a  worthy  descendant  of  the 
great  Alfred  engaged  his  foe  on  the  plain  between 
Ashingdon  and  Canewdon,  and  lost  the  day  through 
the  treacherv  and  baseness  of  Eadric  Streone,  Duke 
of  Mercia,  his  brother-in-law  and  foster  father.  The 
Danes  whose  ships  were  in  the  estuary  of  the  Crouch, 
were  returning  from  a  foraging  expedition,  the  horrors 
of  which  in  that  barbarous  age  were  unexampled,  and 
were  followed  by  Edmund  along  the  high  ground  from 
Hockley  to  the  hill  of  Ashingdon,*  where  he  threw 
up  entrenchments,  whilst  Canute  had  reached  Canewdon 
wnere  his  camp  may  stiU  be  traced.  Edmund  seemed 
at  first  disposed  to  await  his  enemy  in  this  advantageous 
position.  A  swampy  plain  divided  the  rival  hosts. 
Above  this  is  an  intermediate  level  height  on  firmer  f 
ground,  where  the  action  took  place.  The  King  led 
his  Saxons  and  other  followers  to  this  plain  where  he 
drew  them  up  in  three  ranks  and  awaited  the  attack 
of  his  enemy.     He  took  up  his  position  between  two 

*  In  this  Ghnroh  are  emblaioned  the  oldest  Eoyal  arnu  extant  in  the  Hnn- 
dred,  riz,  thoee  of  James  Ist,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  canvasB,  together 
with  the  rose  and  thistle,  are  those  of  Prince  Henry,  of  Wales,  who  died 
during  the  life-time  of  his  Vather.  The  Ghorohwardens,  Thomas  Perry 
and  Nicolas  Bowls  defaced  this  interesting  relic  by  writing  their  names 
thereon  in  1686. 

t  In  1847  the  Statne  of  a  supposed  heathen  deity,  weighing  abont  two  tons 
was  dug  np  in  Great  Hydes,  a  field  belonging  to  Pndsey  Hall;  near  it  was 
fonndthe  head  of  a  battle  aze.  This  interesting  relic  of  heathen  worship 
was  subsequently  broken  up  to  repair  the  road  and  yard. 
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ensigns,  that  of  the  Golden  Dragon,  the  national 
ensign  of  Wessex,  and  the  standard  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  personal  device  of  the  King,  It  is  said 
that  Canute  was  wavering  and  had  no  mind  to  attack, 
but  the  Danish  Standard,  the  Baven,  (according  to  the 
story),  having  opened  its  mouth  and  fluttered  its  wings 
the  auspicious  omen  could  not  be  disregarded  and 
Thurkill  having  promised  them  certain  victory,  Canute 
warily  led  his  troops  slowly  to  meet  his  adversary. 
The  object  of  Edmund  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  ms 
enemv  to  their  ships,  and  sword  in  hand  rode 
round  every  rank,  exhorting  his  men  to  do  their  duty 
and  remember  their  former  victories.  Lastly  he  en- 
treated them  to  protect  the  Kingdom  from  Danish 
avarice,  and  then  with  the  greatest  courage  headed 
his  troops  and  burst  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  the 
thickest  of  the  enemy.  His  impetuosity  was  successful, 
and  the  star  of  the  Dane  was  clouded,  for  having  burst 
through  the  first  division  he  threw  himself  upon  the 
second  where  Canute  commanded,  when  the  perfidious 
and  traiterous  Edric  Streon,  according  to  some  accounts 
acting  in  accord  with  an  undersMnding  with  Canute, 
withdrew  with  the  men  of  Herefordshire,  then  called  the 
Maisvethians,and  left  his  King  and  Master  to  his  fate. 
From  three  in  the  afternoon  till  sunset,  or  as  some 
say  by  the  light  of  the  moon  the  battle  was  continued. 
Despair  supported  the  English  until  nearly  all  the 
West  Saxon  nobilit;^  were  kUled.  Amongst  them  was 
Godwin,  Ealdoman  of  Lindesey,  Alfric,  an  Ealdoman, 
who  redeemed  by  his  gallant  death,  the  infamy  of  his 
name,  and  the  heroic  Ulfketul,*  of  East  Anglia, 
(Ethelweard,  son  of  (Ethelwine,  called  the  friend  of 
God.  The  ministers  of  religion  met  with  no  mercy 
from  the  Danes,  for  amongst  the  slain  on  this  fifttal 

*  TTlfketul,  Earl  of  the  East- Angles,  left  the  manor  of  aiokenhall,  Inferior, 
to  the  Monks  of  Bnrj. 
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day,    were    Eadnoth,    Bishop    of  Dorchester  wi^ 
Walfsige,  Abbot  of  Ramsey.       The  latter  was  killed 
as  he  was  sajrin;;  mass  for  the  success  of  the  army. 
At  length  Ironside  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  drew 
off  the  remnant  of  his  followers  and  escaped  mider 
cover  of  night.     The  Danes  who  hardly  ventored  to 
pursue,  tarried  on  the  field  all  night,  collected  the 
spoils  of  the  dead,  and  left  their  corpses  to  be  devoured 
by  wild  beasts  and  fowls,  but  upon  their  retreat,  many 
of  the  slain  were  carried  off  by  their  friends  and  re- 
ceived honourable  burial.   After  this  Edmund  proposed 
to  Canute  the  chances  of  single  combat  which  he  dedined, 
and  their  followers  pursuaded  them  to  agree  to  a  parti- 
tion of  the  Kingdom.  This  was  accepted  reluctantly  by 
the  gallant  Ironside  who  was  basely  assassinated  the 
following  year  at  the  instigation  of  Edric.     Canute 
was  only  twenty  years  old  upon  this  event*    It  is 
satisfactory  to  sav  the  traitor,  Edric,  the  incarnation 
of  villainy,  treachery,  cowardice,  cruelty  and  perjury, 
was  put  to  death  shortly  after  by  Canute.   The  Danish 
rule  now  became  established,  but  after  an  interval  the 
Saxon  line  was  restored,   and  continued  until  the 
Norman  dominion,  after  the  battle  of  Hastings  in  1066. 
This  Hundred  or  the  hundred  court  of  Rochford, 
was  sometimes  called   'Hhe  half  hundred   court," 
the  prerogative  of  which  was  annexed  to  the  Honor  of 
Rayleigh,  and  granted  by  the  Crown  to  persons  of  the 
most  eminent  quality ;  at  the  conqliest  it  was  confirmed 
to  Suene,  a  person  of  Norman  descent,  whose  chief  seat 
was  at  lUiyleigh  Castle,  and  who  there  administered 
the  feudal  system.     It  was  forfeited  by  his  grandson 
Henry  de  Essex.     It  then  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and 
continued  in  it  until  Henry  III.  granted  it  to  Hubert 
de  Burgh,  who  died  in  1243.  His  last  wife,  Margaret, 
sister  of  Alexander  IL,  King  of  Scotland,  had  it  at  the 
time  of  her  decease  in  1260.     She,  dying  without 
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heirs,  John  de  Bargh,  Earl  of  Kent,  her  husband's 
son  by  his  first  wife,  succeeded.*  But  in  1274  he 
passed  it  by  fine  to  King  Edward  I.,  with  the  manors 
of  Rayleigh  and  Eastwood.  In  1340  Edward  III. 
granted  it  to  William  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Northampton. 
From  him  it  descended  to  his  son  Humfrey,  who  leav- 
ing only  daughters  it  reverted  to  the  Crown.  Thomas 
de  Staple  f  who  died  in  1372,  held  for  life  this 
baylyslup  of  the  Hundred  of  Rochford,  paying  £23  a 
year  to  the  Exchequer.  In  1380  Alberic  de  Vere, 
10th  Earl  of  Oxford,  had  it  for  life,  upon  condition 
that  he  should  at  his  own  cost  keep  in  repair  the  fences 
and  lodges  of  the  King's  parks  of  Reyleigh,  Hadeley 
and  Thundersley.  Edmund  de  Langley,  Duke  of  York, 
fifth  son  of  Edward  III.  succeedea  him.  His  son 
Edward  next  had  it.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Agincourt  in  1415.  His  widow  Philippa  held  part 
of  it  in  dower.  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York, 
father  of  Edward  IV.,  nephew  of  Edmund  of  Langley, 
had  it  next.  By  that  means  it  came  to  the  Crown. 
Richard  Lord  Rich  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from  Edward 
VI.  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  12th,  1566, 
held  the  Hundred  of  Rochford,  Turn,  Court,  and 
Liberties  within  the  same  of  the  Queen  in  capite  by 
the  twentieth  part  of  a  Knight's  fee.  In  that  family 
Earls  of  Warwick,  it  continued  till  the  vear  1673. 
Since  that  period  it  seems  the  office  of  nigh  Bailiff 
has  been  conferred  \tpon  men  of  a  lower  position  in  life. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  the  progress 

*  John  de  Burgh  married  Hawise,  daughter  of  William  de  Langvallei, 
and  a  ward  of  hiB  Father  Hnhert.  By  her  he  had  an  only  eon,  John,  who 
died  in  1280  leaying  only  danghten.  Hubert,  a  brother  of  thia  John  de 
Burgh  joined  the  standard  of  Simon  de  Kontfort,  in  the  Baron's  wan,  and 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Evesham  in  1265.  There  he  shared  in  the 
defeat  of  the  Barons,  and  his  estates  were  granted  by  Henry  III.  to  Biohard 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  the  brother  of  the  King. 

t  See  Shopland^  where  he  was  buried. 
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in  agriculture  was  slow;  weedy  stubbles  were  set  fire 
to.     This  was  practised  by  Barrington,  of  Doggetts, 
and  many  others,  to  the  great  danger  of  burning  their 
homesteads,  which  some  nearly  effected.    Wright,  of 
Rochford  Hall,  and  others,  used  to  sow  from  ten  pecks 
to  three  bushels  of  wheat  an  acre,  thus  wasting  the 
grain  and  diminishing  the  yield.    As  a  remedy  against 
wire  worm,  the  farmers  of  that  day  used  to  tread  the 
land  with  horses,  bullocks,  and  sheep  (Crosskill's 
serrated  roller  being  unknown).      Hunting  well  over 
a  field  was  thought  a  great  remedy.     Laying  land 
down  to  grass  seems  to  have  been  imperfectly  under- 
stood, such  as  the  selection  of  appropriate  grasses; 
sweepings  of  hay-lofts  answering  the  purpose.    With 
respect  to  manure,  chalk  was  used  in  much  larger 
quantities  than  at  present,  and  Young  quotes  Hicks, 
of  Hockley,  as  having  used  1000  loaois  of  chalk  and 
earth  on  11  acres.    The  Lincoln  *  breed  of  sheep 
were  generally  kept,  before  the  introduction  of  South- 
downs  and  crosses,  and  much  complaint  existed  of 
the  loss  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  cole;  sowing  mustard 
seed  and  salt  as  an  antidote  being  unknown.   Berkshire 
hogs  were  extensively  kept  and  folded  on  clover.  Large 
yards  existed  for  cattle,  without  classification,  and  few 
sheds.    Sowing  in  spring  on  a  stale  furrow,  that  great 
modem  improvement,  was  almost  unknown.    Manure 
was  so  frequently  turned,  that  all  gases  escaped,  and 
it  was  much  deteriorated.    Arthur  Young,  circa  1790, 
describes  a  thrashing  machinefusedby  Dr.  Asplin,  at 
Little  Wakering  Hall,  which  was  worked  with  one  horse, 
driven  by  a  girl^  and  ^^did  not  sweat  a  hair.''    It  did 
three  qrs.  of  wheat  a  day,  and  cost  sixty  guineas. 
Rents  about  Rochford  were  about  £1  per  acre.     A 

•  Folding  sheep  in  Boofaford  Hnndred,  hUj  m  ft  rale  been  generally 
abandoned,  as  the  soil  in  winter  is  nnsnitable. 

t  This  machine  is  still  in  use  in  1882|  the  horse- works  being  osed  for 
ohaff  cutting. 
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small  farm  called  Clay  Street,  in  Great  Wakering, 
consisting  of  24  acres,  then  in  grass,  was  vacated  by 
the  tenant;  owing  to  the  rent  being  advanced  to  £12. 
It  has  since  been  let  for  £60.  Large  numbers  of 
dove  cots  existed.  Prices  of  provisions  have  since 
that  period  doubled.  Superstition  was  very  prevalent. 
An  idea  prevailed  that  barberry  bushes  mildewed 
wheat,  some  would  not  plough  in  snow  for  fear  of 
producing  may-weed,  one  never  sowed  oats  on  Ash 
Wednesday  for  fear  of  "bottling"  them,  and  another 
sowed  cole-seed  at  night  to  check  the  fly.  The  roads* 
were  in  a  state  of  nature,  something  like  those  at 
Foulness  at  the  present  day.  Few  landlords  visited 
their  estates  more  than  once  and  some  not  at  all,  as 
some  parish  highways  were  impassable.  Many  of  the 
farmers  objected  to  their  being  improved,  conceiving 
it  would  lead  to  an  increase  of  rent,  and  their  state, 
together  with  ague,  said  to  hang  upon  every  bush,  kept 
away  the  owners,  some  of  whom  might  object  to  their 
timber  being  sold  as  a  means  of  paying  rent.  Others 
who  had  driinken  habits,  when  going  home  at  night, 
rather  liked  the  middle  of  the  road  to  be  a  receptacle 
for  water,  as  the  splashes  of  their  horse's  feet  assured 
them  they  were  in  safety.  Tradition  speaks  of  the 
street  of  Great  Wakering  having  been  ploughed,  and 
road  harrows  circa  1784  were  used  for  levelUng  ruts, 
one  of  which  was  invented  by  Joseph  Pattisson,  of 
Maldon,  which  was  capable  of  levelling  ruts  and  combs 
of  ten  miles  in  extent,  in  one  day.  Harrows  made 
upon  his  principle  were  used  at  Great  Wakering  and 
Thundersley.  Respecting  the  state  of  the  town  of 
Rochford,  the  road  way  was  frightful,  and  the  foot 
paths  were  protected  from  vehicles  by  huge  posts,  which 

*  Hanjr  of  them  wore  gradually  relapsing  to  this  condition  nnder  the 
tage  management  of  the  late  Highway  Board,  but  now  being  emancipated 
from  this  inonbos  and  placed  under  tiie  control  of  competent  persons,  are 
likely  to  be  maintained  at  half  the  expense  in  a  state  of  efficiency. 
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afforded  good  exercise  for  urchins  in  the  game  of  leap 
frog.     There  used  to  be  a  washway  across  the  road 
leading  to  the  Union,  by  ^^  the  barracks/'  the  foot  path 
being  carried  across  on  stepping  blocks.    The  stumps 
of  these  were  discovered  in  makmga  drain  a  few  years 
since.     Young  alludes  to  the   Hundred  as  being 
inhabited  by  a  class  of  men  whom  you  might  suppose 
rich  landlords,  and  goes  on  to  remark  about  their 
residences,  education  and  habits  so  different  to  their 
ancestors.     At  this  time  there  were  only  eight  single 
horse  chaises  in  the  whole  district.     What  would 
Arthur  now  say  to  a  fiurm  house  or  mansion  with  plate 
glass  windows  and  a  brick  wall  seven  feet  high  round 
seven  acres  of  orchard.    These  residences  no  doubt 
arise  from  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  its  rentid.     He 
tells  us  however  of  old  cottages  of  clay  daubing  and 
covered  with  thatch.    The  habits  of  the  farmers 
ancestors  must  have  been  of  a  low  type,  for  Harriott 
writing  at  the  same  period  relates  that  convivial  meet- 
ings of  the  men  at  home  or  abroad,  consisted  chiefly 
in  trying  whose  head  was  hardest  at  drinking  flip  or 
punch,  sitting  all  the  time  in  a  thick  atmosphere  of 
tobacco  smoke,  and  in  the  diary  of  J.  Stonard,  of  West 
Hall,  Paglesham,in  1761,  is  a  note  of  an  Easter  parish 
dinner  at  the  tavern,  where  the  company  were  so  lib- 
eral ^' with  voUies  of  oaths  "  uttered  as  wit,  that  he 
threw  down  his  two  shillings  and  retired  in  disgust. 
The  women  had  little  or  no  society  but   amongst 
their  relations.     They  met  at  fairs  and  a  few  horse 
or   jack-ass    races    in  the  summer.      The    present 
market  was  established  by  that  energetic  reformer 
Harriott,    the    one   granted    to    the    De  Bochford 
family  probably   being   discontinued.     He  says  he 
proposed  a  book  society,  the  very  sound  of  which  was 
at  first  laughed  at,  but  by  the  persevering  aid  of  two 
Clergymen,   one  of  the  established  Church  and  the 
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Other  a  Dissenter,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it 
established  and  prosper.  With  respect  to  the  Clergy,* 
it  is  notorious  the  majority  for  more  than  two  cen- 
turies, were  noted  for  their  incompetence,  their  vices, 
and  shameful  neglect  of  their  duties.  At  the  period  to 
which  we  are  now  alluding,  in  the  twenty-seven  parish- 
es there  were  not  above  three  to  five  resident  beneficed 
men,  and  those  upon  the  poorest  Livings,  whilst  the 
Curates  had  charge  of  three,  four  or  even  five  churches. 
Their  stipends  were  shameful,  and  their  characters  had 
little  to  recommend  them.  Within  the  present  century 
taking  some  half  dozen  contiguous  parishes  we  gather 

prmcipally  from  records  that  one  Vicar  S ,  who 

dabbled  in  farming,  and  made  a  granary  of  the  par- 
sonage, used  to  drive  his  pigs  to  Rochford  Market, 
dressed  in  a  blue  frock  coat,  red  comforter  and 
velveteen  breeches,  and  to  stop  at  the  "  Three  Ashes  " 
to  drink  on  his  way.  He  once  carried  on  this 
dialogue  in  Church,  tapping  the  Clerk  on  his  shoulder. 
Vicar,  "  Is  my  boy  Jack  in  Church  ?  "  Clerk,  "  No." 
Vicar  after  a  time, "  Is  my  boy  &c.,  &c.  ?  "  ^*  Confound 
it,  I  shan't  have  a  cherry  on  my  tree  when  I  get  back." 

*  Their  oontemporariea  had  not  a  very  hig^  opinion  of  some  of  them,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  following :  the  Bot.  John  C  ■  ,  who  was  Curate 
of  both  ShoeburjB  in  1764,  on  a  stipend  of  £42  and  fees,  and  who  afterwards 
became  inonmbent  of  Fenstanton,  cum  Hilton,  and  then  from  ill  health  oame 
to  live  at  Leigh,  received  an  epitath  from  one  of  his  parishioners,  which  was 
found  amongst  his  papers  after  his  decease.  He  had  once  been  in  the  Militia 
which  explains  allasions  in  the  first  line : 

"  A  Soldier,  Pastor  both  in  one, 

Lies  beneath  this  honored  stone. 

Ho  nerer  fonght ; 

He  nerer  taught, 

No  doubt  to  Hearen,  his  sonl  is  gone. 

And  since  to  us  he  never  came, 

The  good  to  praise,  or  bad  reclaim, 

To  kiss  our  wives, 

Or  raise  our  tithes. 

We  pay  this  tribute  to  his  name." 

B   3. 
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The  Curate  of  the  next  parish  was  so  notorious  fc^ 

inebriety  that  Dr,  A ,  J,  P,,  his  Churchwarden^ 

enters  in  his  diary  in  1801,     "  F called  with  a 

certificate  of  his  sobriety  and  which  I  could  not  sign." 
In  the  next  parish  the  Living  was  sequestrated,  and 
the  adjoining  one  was  a  Rectory,  where  the  Laving 
worth  £1000  per  annum,  was  in  the  hands  of  an 
Incumbent  who  was  an  absentee,  and  was  seldom  or 
ever  known  to  contribute  either  to  a  school  or  a  charity. 
The  next  parish  was  served  by  a  Curate  living  in  open 
profligacy.  Other  parishes  were  afflicted  wiu  drunk- 
ards even  in  the  pulpit ;  some  of  the  clergy  went  to  jail 
for  debt.*  From  the  diary  above  referred  to  we  find  in 
1801,  that  ^^the  Shopkeepers  and  Butchers  of  the  whole 
hundred  were  mostly  fined  for  having  in  their  possession 
short  weights."  W  ith  regard  to  the  Magistrates,  many 
were  the  jokes  at  their  expense,  as  they  were  generally 
men  chosen,  not  for  their  ability,  but  from  their 
position  and  wealth,  to  administer  the  laws.  However 
estimable  these  men  might  be,  these  qualities  could  not 
coiQpensate  for  the  want  of  thorough  business  habits 
and  capacity  now  so  desirable.  At  the  time  we  are 
alluding  to.  Constables  and  thief-catchers  would  put  in 
a  word  or  two  about  the  law  on  any  subject,  offering 
advice  to  the  Bench,  and  in  taking  men  to  jail  would  tell 
them  it  was  no  use  to  go  with  money  as  they  would  be 
searched,  so  they  stood  "treat"  on  the  way,  and 
were  not  always  sober  when  delivered.  The  follow- 
ing incident  shows  that  the  Squire  who  occupied  the 
magisterial  chair  some  fifty  years  ago,  or  more,  was  not 
always  lucid.  The  tenant  who  then  occupied  Fam- 
bridge  Hall,  attended  before  thebenchtoasktheiradvice, 
as  bis  Shepherd  had  neglected  his  duties,  a  dog  having 

•  The  evil  of  the  pregent  day  is,  thafc  some  enter  the  Church  who  can 
neither  read  nor  preach  distinotiy,  and  neglect  altegether  house  to  house 
Tisitation. 
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worried  his  flock,  and  the  man  in  spite  of  having  a 
gun  had  suffered  the  depredation  to  continue.  The 
merits  of  the  case  were  discussed  for  some  time,  the 
Squire  was  hazy  and  could  not  see  his  way.  At 
length  a  brother  Magistrate  appeared,  when  ne  was 
greeted  with  "  Here  is  a  knotty  point,  it  appears  that 
the  man  who  sat  up  went  to  bed."  After  a  short  ccai- 
sultation,  the  farmer  was  asked  whether  he  was 
aware  he  could  discharge  the  man,  who  repKed  he 
believed  he  might,  and  having  thanked  the  bench 
withdrew.  A  Story  is  told  of  another  justice  a  Captain 
of  Volunteers,  who,  finding  two  young  men  were 
courting  his  maids,  had  them  apprehended,  and 
delivered  up  to  a  press-gang  to  serve  nis  Majesty,  and 

Eut  on  board  the  Guard  Ship  at  the  Nore,  but  having 
een  detained  a  week  were  then  released.  The  Volun- 
teers at  this  time,  who  were  incorporated  to  defend  the 
country  from  invasion  during  the  time  of  the  first 
Napoleon,  although  no  doubt  men  of  pluck,  were 
remarkable  for  practical  jokes  almost  incredible,  and 
the  privates  to  show  their  zeal,  fired  into  the  old  town 
hall  at  Rochford,  which  contained  a  prisoner.  The 
man  escaped  by  lying  down,  and  the  bullet  holes  were 
observable  in  the  old  building  until  its  demolitiout 
Many  Photographs  of  this  quaint  old  market  house 
and  town  ball  exist.  It  was  built  about  the  year  1707 
upon  the  model  of  the  Cinque  Porte  Court  Houses. 
It  consisted  of  wood  and  plaster  with  a  tiled  roof. 
Underneath  was  a  receptacle  for  pigs,  and  latterly  a 
barber's  shop,  whilst  above  was  a  large  loft,  used  for 
wool  weighing,  many  years  tenanted  by  the  Messrs 
Johns,  of  Baddow.  One  of  the  Commanders  of  the 
Volunteers  once  went  round  on  the  sails  of  a  Windmill. 
For  an  account  of  them,  and  their  performances  see 
Little  Wakering. 

Smuggling  was  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and 
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even  the  belfries  of  the  Churches  were  utilized  as 
receptacles  for  smuggled  liquors  and  concealed  wreck- 
age. The  Tower  of  Rochford  Church  received 
smuggled  gin,  hollands,  and  dollops  of  tea,  and  a 
cavity  under  the  pulpit  was  called  the  magazine. 
The  Hundred  was  in  great  want  of  active  magbtrates. 
There  were  many  unlicensed  pot  and  gin  houses  that 
required  suppressing,  the  constables  were  notorious  for 
neglect  of  auty,  conniving  at  public  house  tippling  and 
gambling.  The  country  was  in  a  state  of  disorder, 
and  abounded  with  pilfering  depredators  and  idle 
vagabonds.  Men  of  wealth  audaciously  bid  defiance 
to  the  law.  One  of  these  threatened  with  commitment 
in  contempt  of  court,  enquired  why  he  was  singled  out 
first,  but  was  asked,  if  he  nad  a  lot  of  unrulv  hogs  that 
wanted  ringing,  whether  he  would  not  ring  the  roughest 
first,  which  was  a  poser  he  could  not  answer. 
It  may  be  easily  supposed  at  this  period  that  supeiv 
stition  reigned  supreme  over  weak  and  credulous  minds, 
when  the  Schoolmaster  had  made  little  or  no  progress, 
and  that  belief  in  ghost  seeing  and  witch-craft  was 
prevalant  amongst  all  classes,  and  incredible  stories 
with  a  perfect  belief  in  their  truth  are  told  about 
haunted  houses  and  lanes.  Harriott  relates  to  us  how 
a  poor  elderly  woman  waited  upon  him,  complaining 
that  her  neighbours  accused  her  of  being  a  witch,  ana 
that  she  had  teats  in  her  arm-pits,  with  which  she 
suckled  young  imps,  and  requesting  him  to  examine 
her,  and  certify  if  it  were  so  or  not.  Many  lanes  had 
their  black  dog.     See  North  Shoebury. 

Rochford  hall  a  hundred  years  ago  was  much 
disturbed  by  a  Ghost.  In  a  letter  written  by  the 
Rev.  Nicholas  GriflBnhoofe,  Rector  of  Woodham 
Mortimer,  in  August,  1776,  he  says  **  The  Rochford 
Hall  Ghost "  grows  more  rude  every  day.  He  now 
amuses  himself  with  throwing  the  boots  and  shoes  at 
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the  mens'  heads.  Mr.  Wright*  was  at  Rochford  the 
week  before  last,  and  sent  in  a  great  hurry  for  Mr  Codd 
and  me  to  come  to  exorcise  this  riotous  Ghost,  but  I  was 
unluckily  in  Town."  Writing  again  in  September,  he 
says  "  The  Ghost  still  continues  to  molest  the  good 
folks  at  Rochford  hall,  but  he  will  not  dare  to  make 
his  appearance  this  week,  as  a  large  body  of  men, 
women  and  children  are  to  set  off  for  Rocnford  hall 
on  Wednesday  next,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coddf  and  their 
daughter  Fanny ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,^  of  Maldon ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griff  and  their  daughter  Sofey  are  to 
form  the  cavalcade,  but  the  chief  business  of  this  exped- 
ition is  to  eat  fruit  of  aU  kinds,  as  there  is  great  plenty  of 
it  there ;  we  propose  staying  two  or  three  days,  and  I 
daresay  the  Ghost  will  remain  very  quiet  all  the  time  we 
are  there."  What  became  of  this  unpleasant  visitor 
we  have  not  ascertained,  but  probably  his  Reverence 
was  influential  enough  to  calm  this  unquiet  spirit,  and 
had  some  sharp  encounters  with  the  bold  intruder. 

The  following  disappointment  to  a  dreamer  of  dreams 
occurred  about  1790  or  1800.  An  old  woman  who 
for  18  years  past  had  been  continually  dreaming  of  a 
large  quantity  of  hidden  treasure  concealed  under  a 
certain  spot  at  Rochford  Hall,  and  who  had  several 
times  applied  to  the  Gentleman  who  held  the  farm 
whether  she  might  have  leave  to  dig,  and  whether 
he  would  promise  that  after  the  discovery  the  Lord  of 
the  manor  would  not  rob  her  of  the  treasure,  the 
gentleman  gave  her  leave  to  dig,  but  said  he  could 
not  promise  that  the  Lord  of  the  manor  might  not 
insist  on  his  share,  but  advised  her  to  apply  to  him 
herself.  The  old  woman  hearing  a  few  days  after 
that  Sir  James  Tylney  Long  would  be  at  Rochford 
Hall  on  a  certain  day,  set  out  to  meet  him,  and  waited 

*  Fathor  of  John,  Qoorge  and  Camper  Wright. 

t  The  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  of  the  present  Coroner. 

}  WilliamSy  Vicar  of  Maldon. 
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his  arrival  at  the  very  spot  where  the  treasure  was 
supposed  to  be  concealed,  and  on  his  arrival  she  fell 
down  on  her  knees  before  him,  requested  leave  to  dig 
on  the  spot  for  a  large  quantity  of  hidden  treasure, 
and  humbly  hoped  he  would  not  take  any  part  from 
her,  after  she  had  found  it.      Sir  James  told  her  she 
was  extremely  welcome  to  dig,  and  assured  her  how- 
ever valuable  the  treasure  might  be  she  would  be 
welcome  to  the  whole.     Upon  which  the  poor  woman 
seemed  transported  with  joy,  immediately  fell  to  work 
and  in  a  short  time  dug  a  considerable  depth.       Sir 
James  perceiving  she  had  fatigued  herself,  ordered 
his  servant  to  alight,  borrow  a  pick-axe  and  assist  her; 
a  short  time  after,  their  labour  was  interrupted  by  a 
large  stone,  which  the  poor  woman  assured  Sir  James 
was  the  centre  of  the  arch  where  the  treasure  was 
concealed,  upon  which  he  very  good  naturedly  ordered 
another  man  to  assist  in  raising  it  up,  but  alas !  on 
discovering  that  there  was  neither  arch  nor  treasure, 
the  poor  woman  was  ready  to  faint,  declined   all 
further  pursuit,  and  assured  Sir  James  she  would 
never  put  faith  in  dreams  any  more.     He  told  her  he 
was  sorry  for  her  disappointment,  but  at  all  events  he 
would  pay  her  for  her  labour,  and  putting  his  hand 
in  his  pocket  made  her  a  handsome  present.     A  gold 
ring  was  found  about  20  years  ago,  at  Rochford,  with 
a  blue  stone.     The  gold  was  rough  from  the  scraper. 
We  may  mention  at  this  period,  and  for  many 
years  previously,  the  practice  of  medical  men  differed 
materially  from  the  present.      From  the  items  in  a 
bill  now  before  me,  I  find  that  bleeding,  blistering, 
purging,  drenching,  stomachic  electuaries,  and  cholic 
drinks  were  much  resorted  to.     People  were  often 
put  to  horrible  torture  by  incompetent  teeth  extractors. 
The  village   blacksmith  was  sometimes    called   in 
requisition. 


THB   HISTOBr  OF  793 

Kochford  is  mentioned  in  Domesday,  where  it  i& 
called  Rochefort,  and  was  held  by  Alured  of  Suene, 
and  was  held  by  a  free  man* in  the  time  of  King 
Edward  for  a  manor,  and  for  two  and  a  half  hides. 
A  mill  is  mentioned.  From  the  manor  of  Rochford 
sprung  that  of  Grested-hall  or  Christell-hall,  and  also 
the  reputed  manor  of  Dogett  or  Doccet  and  Coombes. 

Eochford-hall  stands  near  the  west  end  of  the  Church. 
It  was  formerly  the  seat  and  place  of  residence  of  the 
families  of  Rochford;  Boteler,  Earls  of  Ormond  and 
Wiltshire;  Sir  Thomas  BuUen  and  Richard  LordRiche. 
Part  of  it  remains.  The  site  of  the  residence,  offices, 
garden  and  orchard,  partly  surrounded  by  a  brick  wall 
embraces  8  acres.  This  wall  is  perforated  for  purposes 
of  defence  at  various  points,  probably  for  archery,  two 
of  these  apertures  have  double  views,  looking  at 
angles  of  about  25  degrees,  and  in  the  garden  are  the 
letters  T  V  vitrified  in  the  brick- work  within  a  quad- 
rangle, and  about  20  yards  to  the  west  of  these  letters 
is  a  heart  shaped  design^  formed  with  16  vitrified 
bricks.  These  are  on  the  inside  of  the  north  wall  of  the 
garden .  The  heart  was  an  emblem  of  French  importa- 
tion, and  used  by  Henry  VIII  in  his  correspondence 
with  Anne  Boleyn.  An  ancient  summer  house  of  brick 
and  tile  remains  in  the  North  East  comer.  The  man- 
sion was  formerly  partly  moated,  with  a  southern  aspect, 
and  was  approached  by  a  roadway  through  the  park, 
commencing  near  the  Rectory.  It  appears  by  a  terrier 
or  rental  of  the  possessions  of  Lord  Riche,  taken  in 
1577,  four  pounds  were  paid  annually  to  the  Keeper  of 
the  Park,  and  four  shillings  the  wages  of  the  Sacrist  of 
the  Church.  In  the  time  of  Charles  II.  Rochford  park  is 
again  mentioned  under  date  1662,  in  u  deed  between 
Charles,  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  William,  Earl  of  Devon. 
In  1620  an  Inquisition  of  the  possessions  of  the  then  Earl 
of  Warwick  records  that  wood,  waste  fleets,  water,  salt 
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marsh  and  many  acres  of  furze  and  heath,  together  with 
commons,  and  dovecotes  existed  in  the  Hundred.  The 
present  road  is  comparatively  modern,  superseding  the 
old  Watery  lane,  which  was  formerly  the  highway 
between  Rochford  and  London.  The  noble  avenue  of 
trees  leading  from  Rochford  to  the  Lawn,  was  planted 
by  Sir  James  Tylney  Long,  and  saved  from  the 
spoiler  by  the  late  George  Wood,  Solicitor,  upon 
tne  collapse  of  the  affairs  of  the  Earl  of  Momington. 
The  wilderness  beyond  the  Church  was  a  beautiful 
retreat,  well  stocked  with  noble  thorn  bushes,  now 
grubbed  and  ploughed.  The  House  for  many 
years  was  inhabited  hy  tenant  farmers,  amongst  them, 
the  Sly,*  Wright,t  Harrison,^  Wilson,§  and  Lodwick 
famUies.  The  House,  or  what  remains  of  it,  is  now- 
uninhabited  except  by  a  bailiff.  Judging  from  an 
architectural  point  of  view,  it  was  probably  built  at 
different  periods,  commencing  with  the  family  of 
Boteler,  and  added  to  in  the  Elizabethan  style,  and 
considerably  improved  by  the  Lord  Riche,  who  died 
here  in  1566.  There  are  various  traditions  relating 
to  the  Hall,  that  it  was  built  by  James,  Earl  of  Ormond 
beheaded  after  the  battle  of  Towton,  and  that  it  was 
subsequently  partly  burnt  down  through  candles  being 
left  on  the  High  Altar.  It  is  said  to  have  been  again 
partly  destroyed  by  fire  circa  1760,  and  remained  for 
some  time  in  a  ruinous  condition,  when  the  windows 
were  modernized,  and  the  red  brick  work  was  encased 

^  See  insoriptionfl  in  the  Ohnroh  yard,  likewise  referenoec  to  this  family 
are  to  be  found  in  Canewdon  and  Bayleigh.  Thomas  Sly  was  a  magistrate. 
Ho  oame  from  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  porchased  the  lease  of  Rochford  Hall 
from  Thomas  Holt. 

t  George  Wright,  the  joanger  married  a  daughter  of  the  nean  of  Bath. 
She  died  at  Southend  a  few  years  ago.  They  had  an  only  son,  0.  A.  Wright, 
Vioar  of  Newington,  Kent. 

X  Harrison  married  a  daughter  of  Knapping  of  Beauohamps,  Bhopland, 
She  was  sister  of  Mrs.  Wise  and  Mrs.  Bayer. 

§  Wilson  died  in  Ireland.     Ho  farmed  Leigh  Beck,  in  1811. 
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in  plaster,  and  altogiether  spoiled.  In  our  own  time 
one  entire  room,  at  the  south  east  corner,  with  the 
upper  chambers  or  floors  have  been  pulled  down,  and 
^n  antique  mantel  piece  removed  to  Earl's  Hall, 
Prittlewell.  John  Norden  who  wrote  in  1539,  de- 
scribes its  being  in  a  Park.  An  old  map  of  Rochford 
hall  manor,  dated  1688,  with  a  picture  of  the  Hall 
thereon,  is  in  the  possession  of  Arthur  Tawke  of  the 
Lawn.  The  windows  were  at  that  time  Elizabethan. 
This  interesting  reUc  has  been  seen  by  two  or  three 
privileged  persons,  but  is  now  under  three  locks  and 
keys  and  the  author  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  view. 
At  the  late  visit  of  the  ArchsBological  Society  to  the  HaU, 
after  an  inspection  by  Mr.  Hay  ward  and  Mr.  Chancellor, 
these  gentlemen  considered  that  the  construction  of 
the  building  was  spread  over  a  long  period.  The 
former  was  disposed  to  fix  the  central  date  about  the 
year  1500.  The  brick  work  and  mouldings,  the  arches 
and  turrets,  and  the  general  character  of  the  whole  was 
almost  similar  to  the  Hall  at  Layer  Marney. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  Hall  and  its  remains  by 
Mr.  H.  Prigg,  of  Bury,  in  1877,  (but  whose  survey 
was  limited  to  a  brief  period),  he  arrived  at  the 
following  conclusions,  making  the  measurements  with 
a  walking  stick,  and  chiefly  devoted  to  the  western 
wing.  The  walling  of  the  building  throughout  seems 
to  be  three  feet  thick  of  mixed  materials.  The  position 
of  some  of  the  doors  and  windows  only  are  indicated. 
The  turrets*  in  the  inner  angles  of  the  building  were 
stair-cases,  those  at  the  outer  angles  were  apparently 
bowers.  The  internal  diameter  of  the  latter  is  nine 
feet.  With  respect  to  the  central  portion  of  the 
structure,  the  projection  upon  the  northern  face  is 
30  feet  broad  by  about  16  feet  deep;  it  was  furnished 

*  These  turretB  are  ootagonB,  having  spiral  staircases  of  oak.  There 
were  probably  altogether  eight  of  these  small  towers.  There  are  now  eighteen 
bed  rooms  remaining  in  the  luibitablo  portion  of  the  edifice. 
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with  lateral  openings  of  small  size,  whether  windows 
or  doors  is  not  clear.  I  should  say  there  was  origin- 
ally a  large  north  ivindow  and  that  this  apartment 
was  either  the  great  hall  or  a  chapel.  I  took  for 
granted  that  the  width  of  the  central  portion  south 
was  the  same  as  that  north.  In  this  I  may  be  in  error  as 
without  making  excavations,  or  the  sight  of  some  old 
plan  or  drawing,  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  the 
transept  extended,  for  at  the  ends  of  the  existing  wall? 
are  greater  or  less  portions  of  windows  of  three  lights. 
It  appears  to  me  as  if  the  southern  end  of  this  central 
portion  must  have  been  one  of  the  chief  entrances  to 
the  mansion.  There  is  a  low  arch  of  ten  feet  span  in 
moulded  brickwork  well  preserved  in  the  western  face 
near  the  angle  and  in  the  opposite  wall  another  opening 
which  I  took  for  a  window.  In  the  southern  end  of 
this  part  also  there  is  a  square  headed  doorway  of  good 
size  to  the  left,  and  a  three  light  window  to  the  right. 
Supposing  this  to  be  the  gatehouse  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  the  arrangement  of  the  doorways  &c. 
This  part  of  the  building  is  now  used  as  a  barn,  and 
the  heap  of  chaff  within  prevented  a  proper  examination 
of  the  walls.  One  would  imagine  there  were  once 
turrets  at  the  external  angles  of  the  wings  to  correspond 
with  those  at  the  N.E.  and  N. W.  angles,  but  no  trace 
remains,  neither  are  the  wings  remaining  to  their  full 
extent. 

In  a  meadow  to  the  south  of  the  hall  is  a  large  brick 
circular  dovecote,  with  conical  roof,  of  clever  con- 
struction, contemporary  with  the  mansion.  These 
columbaries  were  formerly  generally  attached  to  feudal 
manors,  and  would  only  be  built  and  maintained  by 
qualified  persons,*  on  land  having  a  certain  extent 
of  surrounding  acreage.      But  their  existence  was 

•  Seo  an  artiole  in  Land  and  Water,  under  date  Febrnary  llth.  1882. 
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dealt  with  at  various  periods  by  act  of  Parliament, 
and  their  size  regulated. 

The  brick  bridge  leading  from  the  Hall  to  the  town 
of  Rochford  had  formerly  three  arches,  but  has  now 
but  one  span.  An  inscription  thereon,  now  neariy 
obliterated  by  stone  throwing,  bears  the  date  1777. 

In  the  rhilosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Socie^  of  London,  there  is  a  communication  from  the 
Rev.  William  Henry  Thomlinson,  (instituted  to  this 
Rectory  in  1735)  respecting  an  extraordinary  and 
surprising  agitation  of  water,  though  without  any 
perceptible  motion  of  the  earth,  having  been  observed 
in  various  parts  of  this  Island,  on  the  same  day  with 
the  memorable  earthquake  at  Lisbon,  November  1st, 
1 755.  "  At  Rochford,  in  Essex,  at  a  pond  in  a  close 
of  Mr.  Sly's,  adjoining  to  the  Churchyard,  the  water 
was  observed  to  flow  a  considerable  way  up  the  mouth 
of  the  pond,  and  then  returning  to  flow  up  the  opposite 
side,  repeating  this  sort  of  motion  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  The  motion  of  the  water  was  only  from 
east  to  west,  and  from  west  to  east  alternately/' 

King  Henry  II  gave  this  manor  and  estate  after 
the  forfeiture  of  Henry  de  Essex,  to  a  family  surnamed 
from  hence  De  Rochford.  Eustace,  the  Norman  had 
three  sons,  Eustace,  Pagan  and  William  de  Say.  From 
Eustace,  the  eldest  son  descended  the  Earls  of  Lincoln 
of  the  surname  of  Lacy.  Pagan  the  second  son  was 
Lord  of  E  wyas  in  Wales,  in  1 1 3  6.  From  him  descended 
Sir  Guy  de  Rocheford,  who  had  a  market  and  fair 
here  in  1247.  He  was  summoned  by  a  duo  Warranto 
to  appear  before  the  Kings  Justices  Itinerant,  at 
Chelmsford,  in  1258,  to  show  by  what  right  he 
claimed  Wreck  of  sea,  tumbrell,  emendation  of  assise 
of  bread  and  beer,  broken,  &c.,  in  Rochford.  He 
made  good  his  title  to  these  and  to  hold  a  market 
every  Tuesday,  and  a  fair  yearly,  to  continue  three 
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days,  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  in  Whitsan 
week.  He  produced  cnarters  confirming  the  same  to 
his  famUy  from  King  Henry  III,  and  his  son  King 
Edward  Ist,  and  from  John  de  Burgh.  He  died  in 
1274,  at  which  period,  besides  Nessewick,  in  Fouhiessi 
he  held  of  the  King,  in  capUe^  as  of  the  escheat  of  the 
barony  of  Reyley ,  in  the  town  of  Rochford  one  messuage 
with  a  garden,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  arable, 
a  park  containing  32  acres  of  wood,  £5  ]  2s.  8d. 
rent  of  assise,  seven  acres  of  meadow  with  the  advowson 
of  the  Church  of  Rochford  and  he  held  of  John  de  Burgh 
three  marshes  in  Foulness,  and  a  windmill  in  the  town 
of  Rochford.  John  Rochford  was  his  cousin  and  heir, 
whose  son  Sir  Robert,  styled  NobUis  Vir,  presented  to 
this  living  in  1321  and  1324.  He  held  jointly  with 
Isolda,  daughter  of  William  Fitz-Warin,  supposed  to 
have  been  his  wife,  the  manors  of  Rochford  and  Berden, 
with  1100  acres  of  Marsh  in  Rochford,  with  the  advow- 
son of  this  Church,  of  the  King  as  of  the  honor  of  Key le, 
by  the  service  of  three  knight  s  fees,  and  6d.  yearly 
to  the  hidage,  and  by  suit  to  the  Court  of  the  Barony 
of  Reyle  from  month  to  month,  and  suit  to  the 
hundred  of  Rocheford  from  three  weeks  to  three 
weeks.  He  held  also  for  life  a  tenement  in  this 
parish,  called  Uphalle.  Sir  Thomas  de  Rocheford  was 
his  son  and  heir.  In  1342  he  released  to  John,  son 
of  John  de  Newington,  all  his  rights  in  those  lands 
which  he  had  in  the  hundreds  of  Rochford  and  Berde- 
staple,  of  the  inheritance  of  Joane,  formerly  his  wife, 
the  youngest  daughter  and  common  heir  of  Peter  de 
Suth-Cherche.  The  heir  General  of  this  family  failing, 
it  reverted  to  the  Grown.  Weever  has  preserved  two 
fragmentary  inscriptions  of  certain  members  of  this 
family  in  Walpole  church,  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich, 
but  without  date.  They  are  in  Latin,  and  are  to 
Ralph  Rochford,  Miles^  and  to  William,  son  of  John 
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de  Eochford,  Constable  of  the  Castle  of  Wisbeach, 
and  in  the  Harleian.  M.S.  6072,  are  the  arms  and 
monumental    inscription    from  the  tomb  of   John 
Bochford,  who  died  and  was  buried  in  1444  according 
to  his  will,  in  the  Church  of  Ingatestone,  then  called 
Gynges  Abbes.  *    Weever  likewise  gives  the  inscription 
but  omits  the  arms.     This  inscription  is  also  in  Latin, 
and  records  that  John  Eochford,  Knight,  son  of  Ralph 
Rochford,  Militis^  died  the  first  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  1444,  and  in  the  23rd  year  of  Henry  sixth, 
upon  whose  soul  (fee.     The  arms  are  "  Quarterly,  1st 
and  4th,  Quarterly,  within  a  bordure  charged  with 
eight   roundles;   2nd  and  3rd  an  eagle  displayed." 
These  Rochfords  are  supposed  to  be  descended  from 
this  ancient  family,  through  some  cadet.     This  John 
is  thought  to  have  been  the  last  of  his  family.      His 
monument  is  now  destroyed.f  Edward  III  in  the  I4th 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  this  manor  to  William  de 
Bohun,  Earl  of  Northampton,  who  died  in  1360.     His 
son  and  successor  Humfrey^  High  Constable  of  England 
died  in  1372.     He  left  two  daughters,  Elianor  married 
to  Thomas,  of  Woodstock,  and  Mary  to  Henry,  Earl 
of  Derby-     The  share  of  Thomas  de  Woodstock  fell 
to  the  Cfrown  upon  his  being  declared  guilty  of  treason, 
that  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  was  incorporated  into  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster.      Joane  widow  of  Humfrey  de 
Bohun  before  mentioned,  married  secondly  William 
de  Beauchamp,  Lord  Bergavenny;  and  thirdly  James 
BoteleTjX  fourth  Earl  of  Ormond,  and  had  by  him 
three  sons,  James,  John,  and  Thomas.      She  died  in 

*  So  oalled  beoaoflo  it  belonged  to  the  Abbess  of  Barking. 

t  For  fiuiher  partionlars  see  Vol  n.  Fart  1,  new  BerieB»  of  the  Transact- 
ions  of  the  Essex  Arohssological  Society. 

{  The  noble  family  of  Boteler  are  descended  from  Ralph  le  Boteler^  who 
in  11 40  founded  the  Priory  at  Aloester.co.  Warwick  and  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  Baronial  Houses  of  the  Botelers. 
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1434.  JavMS^  the  eldest  son,  fifth  Earl  of  Ormond 
was  created  ia  1449  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  being 
strongly  attached  to  the  House  of  Lancaster,  obtained 
this  estate,  and  presented  to  the  Church  in  1454  and 
1455.  In  the  28th  of  Henry  VI,  he  was  constituted 
one  of  the  Comnussioners,  unto  whom  the  custody  of 
the  town  and  castle  of  Calais  with  the  town  of  Rise- 
bank,  and  Marches  of  Picardy,  were  committed  for 
the  term  of  five  years.  He  was  at  the  first  battle  of 
St.  Albans,  where  the  Yorkists  prevailing,  he  fled, 
and  cast  his  harness  into  a  ditch.  He  was  severe 
towards  those  whom  he  considered  rebels,  for,  presiding 
atNewbery,  a  Lordship  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  making  an  inquisition  for  those  who  adhered  to 
the  Duke,  he  caused  some  to  be  hanged,  drawn  and 
quartered,  and  plundered  the  rest.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Wakefield,  where  the  Duke  of  York  was 
slain,  and  the  Lancastrians  obtained  a  very  great 
victory ;  soon  after  being  in  the  battle  of  Mortimer's 
Crosse,  against  the  Earl  of  March,  he  fled.  So  likewise 
upon  the  loss  of  the  day  at  Towton-field,  but  was 
taken  prisoner  by  Richard  Salkeld,  Esquire,  aad 
beheaded  at  Newcastle,  upon  Ist  of  May,  1461.  His 
next  brother,  John,  the  sixth  Earl  of  Ormond  was 
restored  in  blood  to  most  of  the  estates,  but  not  to  the 
manor  and  hundred  of  Rochford,  For  Edward  IV 
gave  it  to  his  sister  Anne,  Duchess  of  Exeter,  and  she 
presented  to  the  Church  on  several  occasions.  His 
father  in  law  Richard  Widville,  Earl  Rivers  was 
possessed  of  it  in  1469.  After  his  tragical  death  the 
same  year,  by  order  of  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
to  facilitate  his  own  accession  to  the  Crown,  Thomas 
Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorset,  son  in  law  to  Edward  IV, 
and  then  his  brother,  Sir  Richard  Grey.  Upon  that 
King's  demise,  Thomas  Boteler,  next  brother  to  the 
last  Earl  of  Ormond  petitioned  King  Richard  III  for 
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these  estates.  His  attainder  being  reversed  upon  the 
accession  of  Henry  VII,  he  recovered  this  estate  and 
enjoyed  it  until  his  death,  in  1515,  being  summoned 
to  the  English  Parliament  in  1495,  by  the  title  of  Sir 
Thomas  Ormond  de  Rochford.  He  left  two  daughters 
coheirs ;  Arme^wife  of  Sir  James  St  Leger,  and  Margaret^ 
wife  of  Sir  William  Bullen  of  Blickling,  in  Norfolk, 
These  had  an  only  son  and  heir,  Sir  Thomas  Bullen, 
who  attained  to  great  honours.  He  was  employed  in 
several  embassies  and  affairs  of  consequence,  being 
ambassador  upon  several  occasions  to  France,  and 
the  Pope,  upon  which  occasion  he  boldly  refused  to 
kiss  his  toe,and  afterwards  to  the  Emperor,  Charles  5th, 
was  constituted  Treasurer  of  the  King's  Household; 
Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Kn  ight  of  the  Garter,  created  Viscount 
Rochford,  1525,  and  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  as  also  Earl  of 
Ormond,  in  1527.  He  died  in  1538,  having  had  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Howard,  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  a  son,  George  Viscount  Rochford,  a  grace- 
ful rhymer  and  a  clever  sonneteer,  who  was  beheaded 
May  17th,  1535,  on  Tower  Hill,  and  buried  in 
St.  Peter's  Chapel  there,  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the 
jealousy  of  Henry  VIII,  and  two  daughters  Anne 
BuUenj  second  queen  to  the  same  monarch,  who  was 
beheaded  upon  frivolous  grounds,  and  shared  the  same 
fate,  and  Mary  man*ied  first  to  William  Carey,  Esquire 
of  the  body  to  Henry  VIII,  who  died  of  the  sweating 
sickness  in  1528,  being  then  of  the  Bedchamber  to 
that  King,  and  afterwards  to  Sir  William  Stafford. 
The  Boleyns  or  Bullens  were  a  family  of  French 
extraction,  coming  from  the  Sieur  de  Brie.  They  had 
lived  at  Salle,  in  Norfolk  from  the  days  of  Edward  I, 
until  Thomas  Boleyn  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV, 
enlarged  their  prospects  by  his  union  with  the  heiress 
of  a  wealthy  Norfolk  Knight.  Moving  from  Salle  to 
London,  his  son  Geoffrey  took  a  house  in  Old  Jewry, 
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where  he  settled  down  to  trade  as  a  Mercer.  This 
was  probably  the  same  Geofirey  to  whose  memory 
there  is  a  brass  in  Salle  Church,  **  To  Geoffry  Boleyn, 
and  his  wife  Alice,  and  nine  children  1440."  Their 
son,  Sir  Geoffrey,  who  was  associated  with  his  father 
in  trade,  was  very  successful  in  business,  and  during 
the  wars  of  the  Roses,  always  adhered  to  the  dominant 
party  and  by  his  influence  contributed  greatly  to  the 
peace  of  the  City.  In  1424  he  was  master  of  the 
mercers'  compam*,  lord  mayor  in  1457,  and  died  in 
1471,  leaving  ^1,000  to  the  poor  householders  of 
London.  His  wife  was  Anna,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
first  and  last  Lord  Hoo  and  Hastings,  in  whose  right 
his  son  possessed  a  claim  on  the  extinguished  barony. 
He  purchased  Blickling  *  Hall,  Park,  and  Manor,  in 
Noriblk,  firom  Sir  John  Falstolf,  and  the  manor  and 
castle  of  Hever,  situate  in  the  weald  of  Kent  from 
the  Cobhams.  Sir  Geoffrey  lived  at  Hever  and  either 
there,  or  at  his  Norfolk  house  his  many  sons  were 
bom.  Thomas,  his  eldest  son  died  in  early  life, 
William  ^  his  second  son  became  his  heir,  and  was 
knighted  at  Richard  Ill's  coronation.  He  married 
Margaret  Butler,  youngest  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Thomas  Butler,  last  Ean  of  Wiltshire  and  Ormond, 
and  acquired  through  her,  estates  in  Ireland, 
together  with  Rochford  Hall,  where  he  occasionally 
resided,  besides  sharing  a  patrimony  of  £40,000  in 
money  and  jewels.  Their  only  son  was  Sir  Thomas 
BuUen,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  distinguished 
himself  against  the  Cornish  insurgents.  Sir  Thomas 
married  Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  of  the  renowned 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Surrey,  afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
the  hero  of  Flodden.  He  died  in  1538,  and  had  by 
his  wife,  an  only  son,  George  Viscount  Rochford,  and 

•  Bliokling  Hall  is  now  the  property  of  the  KarchioneM  of  Lothian. 
It  wtm  rebuilt  by  Chief  Jaatioe  Hobart,  in  1628. 


TEE  HISTORY   OF  803 

two  daughters,  Anne,  afterwards  Queen,  and  Mary 
already  mentioned.  Lord  Rochford  died  bravely 
exhorting  his  companions  Norris,  Weston,  and 
Brereton  to  die  courageously.  None  of  them  admit- 
ted the  guilt,  of  which  they  had  been  charged,  namely : 
undue  intimacy  with  the  Queen.  The  only  evidence 
against  Rochford  was  that  one  day  upon  making  some 
request  to  his  sister,  the  Queen,  he  leaned  over  her 
bed  and  kissed  her.  His  wife,  who  was  an  ill 
assorted  partner,  and  with  whom  he  was  at  variance 
was  infamous  enough  to  appear  as  a  witness  against 
him.  He  is  said  upon  the  evening  before  his  execution 
to  have  sung  a  composition  of  his  own  celebrated 
lyric,  **  Farewell  my  Lute.*'  The  first  wife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Boleyn,  died  at  Howard  House,  Lambeth,  in 
1512,  and  was  interred  in  the  mausoleum  of  her  kindred 
the  Howards  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Lambeth.  His 
second  wife  was  a  Norfolk  woman,  of  inferior  origin, 
with  whom  however  Anne  Boleyn  seems  to  have  lived 
in  harmony.  It  is  uncertain  where  the  queen  was 
born,  but  most  of  the  family  first  saw  the  light  at 
Hever  Castle,  and  in  the  neighbouring  Church  of 
Penshurst  is  a  memorial  in  the  shape  of  a  small 
cruciform  brass  to  one  of  her  brothers,  "  Thomas 
Buillayen,"  who  died  young.  Besides  Hever  Castle 
and  Rochford  Hall,  Blickling  Hall,  in  Norfolk  has 
been  named  as  her  birth  place.  Miss  Benger  supposes 
she  was  bom  at  Rochford  Hall,  but  the  local  tradition 
merely  refers  to  her  bower  there,  and  imaginary  chases 
of  the  butterfly  in  the  grounds.  In  the  entries  of  the 
privy  expenses  of  Henry  VIII,  dated  2nd  May,  1532, 
occurs  an  entry  relating  to  my  lady  Anne,  of  Boch/ord, 
viz :  Twenty- two  Flemish  ells  of  gold  arras  at  forty- 
six  shillings  and  eightpence  a  yard  =  seventy-four 
Eounds,  twelve  shillings  and  four-pence.  That  Henry 
ad  considerable  interest  in  this  Hundred  is  certain, 

£  4. 
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for  besides  ship  building  from  timber  cut  in  his  woods 
and  replenishing  his  stock  of  deer  at  Greenwich  from 
Kayleigh  and  the  other  adjacent  parks,  he  gave  in- 
structions under  his  signet  at  his  manor  of  Greenwiche 
on  the  3rd  of  June,  1525,  to  Sir  Anthony  Browne, 
steward  of  his  honor  of  Rayleigh,*  and  keeper  of  his 
park  there  **"  that  as  we  entende  to  have  a  lawnde  to 
be  made  wt  in  our  said  parke  for  our  disporte  and 
pleasr,"  he  is  to  use  all  diligence  to  clear  the  ground 
of  the  woods  and  underwood es from  "the  weste  syde 
of  the  ffate  in  our  said  parke  unto  the  grete  ponde  for 
the  said  launde."  It  was  at  this  period  that  Henry 
was  showering  preferments  upon  the  Boleyn  family, 
and  we  may  gather  from  this  that  Eochford  Hall  was 
occasionally  the  residence  of  Anne,  both  in  the  time 
of  her  Father  f  and  Grandfather  Sir  William,  who 
appears  to  have  divided  his  time  between  Blickling 
and  Rochford  Halls,  the  latter  edifice  at  that  time 
having  been  a  place  of  great  magnificence.  The  evid- 
ences for  Blickling  hall,  as  the  birth  place  of  Anne 
consists  in  the  universal  tradition  of  that  neighbourhood 
confirmed  by  Blomefield,  Sir  Henry  Spelman  and 
James  Sylvester,  The  room  where  she  was  said  to 
have  been  bom  was  shown  until  it  was  pulled  down. 
Another  room  was  shut  up,  as  the  Ghost  of  "  Old 
BuUen  "  was  said  to  appear  in  it.  A  Statue  of  Anne 
is  still  to  be  seen,  the  pedestal  of  which  records 
"  Anne  Boleyne.  Hie  NataJ'  It  appears  the  &milj 
left  Blickling  for  Hever,  when  she  was  seven  years 
old,  and  she  was  about  thirteen  when  she  accompanied 
the  Princess  Mary  in  1514,  upon  her  marriage  with 

*  In  1535  Henry  VllI  granted  the  manor  of  Rayleigh  to  Sir  Thomas 
Boleyn,  and  parohaaed  of  Uie  family  New  Hall  in  Boreham. 

t  In  1618  Sir  Thomas  Ballen  had  lioense  from  the  Crown  to  carry  <*  wode 
billet*'  from  his  mylle  at  Boohefort,  whioh  from  time  to  time  shall  be  made 
within  the  said  Lordship,  in  a  playce  of  his  owneoalled  the  Bosendell  with- 
oat  any  penalty  to  ensue  to  him,  he  paying  onstoms  and  other  daties  due 
for  the  same." 
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Louis  12th,  as  one  of  her  maids  of  honour.  She  is 
described  at  this  time  as  having  sparkling,  piercing 
black  eyes,  called  by  her  poetic  champion  Wyatt  * 
as  "  Sunbeams  to  daze  man's  sight,"  with  a  warm 
brunette  complexion.  She  was  tall  and  slender,  with  an 
oval  face  inclined  to  sallow  and  freckled.  Her  hair  is 
described  as  black  by  some  writers,  and  by  others  as 
auburn  gold.  Her  neck  was  long,  having  a  mole 
thereon  resembling  a  strawberry,  which  was  con- 
cealed by  an  ornamented  collar  band,  and  upon 
the  little  finger  of  her  left  hand  was  a  malformation, 
consisting  of  a  boss  or  double  nail,  with  a  tendency 
to  a  sixth  finger,  to  conceal  which^  in  France 
she  always  wore  the  hanging  sleeves^  which  she 
afterwards  introduced  to  the  English  Court.  Her 
father,  noticing  her  abilities  had  provided  her 
with  a  French  governess  whilst  at  Hever.  Naturally 
she  had  an  inclination  to  levity  and  coquetry,  of  a 
lively  and  volatile  disposition,  which  was  partly  the 
cause  of  her  ultimate  ruin.  She  was  an  excellent  and 
agile  dancer,  very  sprightly  and  skilled  in  repartee. 
She  had  a  great  talent  for  poetry,  and  was  a  splendid 
ainger  and  musician,  playing  on  the  flute,  lute,  and 
the  rebec,  a  little  violin  with  three  strings.  She  was 
about  twenty  in  1522,  when  she  returned  from  the 
Continent,  and  was  appointed  maid  of  honour  to 
Katherine  of  Arragon.  It  was  at  this  time  she  con- 
tracted an  engagement  with  Henry,  Lord  Percy,  a 
match  which  was  broken  by  Henry  VIII.  The  King 
employed  as  his  tools.  Cardinal  Wolsey  and  Percy's 
own  father,  to  the  mutual  chagrin  of  the  lovers.  She 
was  banished  from  Court  for  this  offence  but  returned 
in  1527.  Anne  never  forgave  the  Cardinal,  and 
assisted  in  working  his   ruin.        It  was  at  this  time 

•  Sir  Thomaa  Wyatt  had  a  narrow  escape  at  the  time  of  her  disgrace. 
He  wBfl  her  early  friend  and  admirer,  and  had  addressed  to  her  some 
exquisite  linM. 
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that  Henry  treating  his  marriage  with  Eatherine  as  a 
nuUitv,  avowed  his  love,  to  which  Anne  replied,  "  your 
wife  I  cannot  be,  your  mistress  I  will  not  be."  Find- 
ing her  inexorable  to  his  lawless  suit,  he  plied  her 
with  love-letters,*  talked  of  marriage,  called  her  his 
darling,  and  made  her  many  presents.  Anne  in  return 
whilst  pretending  to  hold  him  off,  presented  him  with 
a  boat,  in  which  sat  a  damsel  tossed  about  with  angry 
waves.  It  is  certain  she  possessed  a  copy  of  Tyndal's 
translation  of  the  Gospels  f  and  favoured  the  reform- 
ation, and  induced  the  King  to  examine  it.  His 
perusal  of  the  same  caused  great  changes  to  be 
effected,  and  was  a  stepping  stone  to  the  Reformation. 
It  was  through  her  influence  that  Wolsey  was  arrested 
near  York  for  high  treason,  which  duty  was  entrust- 
ed to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  Anne's  former 
lover.  It  was  two  years  after  this  time,  1532,  the 
King  created  her  Marchioness  of  Pembroke,  in  which 
patent  she  is  styled  Anne  Rochford.  She  was  privately 
married  to  the  King  January  25th,  1533,  in  a  garret 
of  the  west  turret  of  Whitehall,  at  a  very  early  hour 
by  Dr.  Rowland  Lee,  one  of  the  Royal  Chaplains, 
Vicar  of  St.  Sepulchres^  London,  and  Rector  of 
Ashdon  in  this  County.  His  divorce  from  Katherine 
was  pronounced  by  Cranmer,  acting  upon  the  opinions 
of  learned  men,  and  of  several  Universities,  ohe  has 
been  accused,  and  with  some  reason  of  influencing  the 
King  in  sending  Sir  Thomas  More  and  Bishop  Fisher  to 
the  block.  Anne,  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  adopted  as 
her  symbol  from  the  Butlers  "A  white  crowned  falcon, 
holding  a  sceptre  in  one  foot  and  perched  on  a  golden 
stem,  out  of  which  grew  white  and  red  roses,  with 

*  These  letters  were  stolen  fVom  Anne  in  1628,  and  are  now  amongst  the 
arohives  of  the  Boman  See,  and  are  still  shown  at  the  Vatioan. 

t  This  copy  is  preserved  in  the  British  Museum  (Craokrode  coll).  It  is 
upon  vellum,  illuminated,  and  upon  the  gilding  of  the  leaves  in  a  red  letter 
are  the  words  "  Anna  Regina  AngU(B," 
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the  motto,  ^^Afifn  et  Meoe^'^  Me  and  mine.  Some  of 
her  happiest  days  were  spent  at  New  Hall,  in  Boreham 
parish.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  B  aliens,  but 
Henry  acquired  it  by  exchange  for  the  Honor  of 
Rayleigh.  Henry  called  it  Beaulieu.  For  a  twelve- 
month Anne's  married  life  was  a  happy  one.  and  she 
gave  birth  to  Elizabeth,  the  future  queen.  After  this 
event  Henry's  attachment  began  to  pale,  and  he  took 
umbrage  at  her  flippant  behaviour  with  several  of  the 
Court  officials.  Before  her  final  fall  she  became  less 
flighty  in  her  behaviour,  forsook  many  pleasures, 
occupied  herself  in  needle- work,  embroidering  a  tester 
for  her  husband's  bed,  and  with  her  ladies  wrought 
the  tapestry  at  Hampton  Court,  and  set  them  the 
bright  example  of  causing  garments  to  be  made  for 
the  indigent.  She  shielded  I.atimer  from  persecution, 
and  listened  to  his  precepts  with  profit.  She  distrib- 
uted at  this  time  immense  sums  in  alms,  but  it  was 
evident  she  was  losing  influence  with  the  King.  The 
calumnies  of  her  enemies  triumphed,  as  she  was  not 
guarded  enough,  but  practised  her  arts  of  coquetry 
even  when  elevated  to  the  Crown,  which  encouraged 
those  about  her  to  address  her  with  undue  freedom 
and  familiarity,  a  habit  probably  contracted  in  France. 
The  consequence  was,  she  was  arrested,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  Tower,  with  her  brother  Rochford, 
Norris,  Brereton,  Weston,  and  Smeeton  a  musician, 
who  were  charged  as  accomplices  in  her  guilt.  At 
the  foot  of  her  bed  in  the  Tower  lay  her  Aunt, 
the  wife  of  her  Uncle,  Sir  Edward  Sullen,  and  Mrs. 
Cosy  ns,  one  of  her  ladies,  with  both  of  whom  she  was 
at  variance,  who  interrogated  her,  and  plied  her  with 
questions,  and  reported  all  she  said.  She  wrote  from 
the  Tower  an  impassioned  appeal  to  the  King  for  a 
fair  trial,  and  for  mercy,  if  not  for  herself,  at  least  for 
the  innocent  Gentlemen  imprisoned  for  her  sake.  She 
was  shortly  after  tried,  and  found  guilty  of  illicit 
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intercourse  with  them.     All  legal  assbtance  was  den* 
ied  her,  and  every  evidence  of  the  trial  was  carefully 
destroyed.     Upon  hearing  that  the  executioner  from 
Calais,  an  expert,  was  brought  over  to  behead  her,  she 
exclaimed  that  she  had  but  a  little  neck,  clasping  her 
hands  around  it.      She  was  not  permitted  to  embrace 
the  infant  Elizabeth,  who  was  nearly  three  years  old. 
She  protested  her  innocence  to  the  last,  and  sent  a 
message  to  Henry  that  he  had  made  her  a  Marchioness 
and  a  Queen,  and  now  gave  her  innocency  the  Crown 
of  martyrdom,  but  no  one  was  courageous  enough  to 
carry  this  to  him.   She  was  beheaded  19th  May,  1536, 
♦  at  12  o'clock  within  the  Tower  green.   She  came,  she 
said  **  to  die,  and  not  to  accuse  her  enemies,"  several  of 
whom  were  on  the  Scaffold,  including  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk;    Cromwell;  and   Henry  Fitzroy,    Duke    of 
Somerset  and  Richmond,  natural  son  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  Elizabeth  Blount.f   She  called  her  brutal  husband 
"  a  gentle  and  merciful  prince."      Her  ladies  were  too 
much  overcome  to  assist  her  and  retaining  her  com- 
posure removed  her  own  hat,  collar  and  coifs.  Amongst 
the  four  ladies  who  accompanied  her  to  the  scaffold,  was 
Margaret  Lee,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt's  sister.     To  her, 
she  gave  a  book  of  devotions  bound  in  gold.    Margaret 
ever  afterwards  wore  this  precious  relic  in  her  bosom  ;J 
it  had  a  ring  to  append  it  to  the  neck  chain  or  girdle. 
In  1721  it  was  in  the  possession  of  George  Wyatt,  of 
Charter  House  Square.     There  is  a  tradition  that  the 
Executioner  was  disarmed  by  the  brilliant  glances  of 
her  eyes,  and  resorted  to  artifice,  causing  one  of  his 

*  Henry  used  great  ezpedifcion^  on  the  let  of  May  she  was  informed 
against,  on  the  2nd  imprisoned,  on  the  15th  condemned,  on  the  17th  depriyed 
of  her  brother  and  friends,  on  the  19th  execated,  and  on  the  20th  Henrj 
married  Jane  Seymoor,  having  however  decreed  one  day's  mourning  for 
Anne. 

t  Thoy  chiefly  met  at  a  place  called  Jericho,  near  New  Hall,  Essex. 

X  See  Miss  Striokland^b  "Lives  of  the  Queens  of  England.'* 
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assistants  to  advance  on  one  side,  and  when  the  hapless 
victim  turned  her  eyes,  he  struck  her  head  off  with 
one  blow,  but  on  the  other  liand  a  Portugese  Gentle- 
man relates  that  one  of  her  ladies  covered  her  eyes 
with  a  bandage.  She  made  no  confession  of  the  crimes 
laid  to  her  charge.  Spclman  says  her  eyes  and  lips 
were  seen  to  move  when  her  head  was  held  up  by  the 
executioner.  Thus  perished  Anne  Boleyn*  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six,  an  example  of  the  fleeting  favour  of 
Princes.  She  had  been  maid  of  honour  to  four  queens, 
two  of  France,  one  of  Navarre,  and  one  of  England, 
TJiere  is  great  doubt  where  her  remains  rest ;  at  first 
the  body  was  placed  in  an  old  elm  chest,  and  buried 
beside  her  brother,  but  a  tradition  exists  that  her  re- 
mains were  secretly  brought  from  the  Tower  Church, 
and  conveyed  to  Salle  Church,  in  Norfolk,  where 
there  is  a  black  slab  without  inscription  denoting  the 
place.  Others  assert  that  her  corpse  was  interred  at 
East  Horndou,  in  Essex,  and  a  black  marble  monument 
is  pointed  out  as  the  place  of  sepulture.  It  is  so 
short,  that  some  have  thought  it  may  have  contained 
only  her  head  or  heart.  There  is  no  evidence  however 
in  confirmation  of  this ;  the  tomb  is  older  than  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  is  far  away  from  the  estates 
of  the  Boleyns.  It  is  said  that  her  unfeeling 
husband,  with  his  hounds  around  him  was  waiting 
for  the  Tower  gun  to  boom  its  awful  note,  upon 
hearing  which,  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  gave  the 
signal  to  commence  the  chase.  Upon  her  death 
Blickling  Hall  was  given  to  Lady  Rochford,  and  upon 
Sir  Thomas  BuUen's  death,  in  1538,  Hever  Castle  was 
seized  by  the  King.  Rochford  Hall  with  its  gabled 
roofs  and  twisted  chimnies  and  projecting  water 
spouts  passed  to  Anne's  sister  Mary,  and  was  carried 
by  her  marriage  into  the  family  of  the  Careys.      The 

^  There  was  an  Anna  Boleyn  of  Bliokling  Hall,  a  sister  of  Sir  Tbomai 
Boleyn. 
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ancestors  of  the  Careys  took  their  nafne  from  Castle 
Carey,  in  Somersetshire,  anciently  written   Karey,  a 
lordship  belonging  to  them.       The  family  gave  two 
prelates  to  the  see  of  Exeter.     Sir  W.  Carey,  who  was 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury,  in  1471,  was  the 
common  ancestor  of  several  branches,  viz:  the  Careys 
of  Tor  Abbey,  near  Torquay,  Devonshire ;  the  Careys 
of  Launcester;  those  of  Clovelly ;  Viscount  Falkland; 
and  Lord   Hunsdon.     WUliam  Carey,  who   married 
Mary  Boleyn,  in  1521,  in  the  presence  of  the  Court, 
was  a  younger  brother  of  Sir  John  Carey  of  Plashey. 
This  marria£;e  was  dbtasteful  to  the  Boleyns,  as  they 
considered  she  had  lowered  and  thrown  herself  away. 
He  died  in  1528.      She  afterwards  married  William 
Stafford,  subsequently  knighted.      This  Sir  William 
Stafford  shared  in  the  Church  spoils  under  Edward 
y  I.,  and  was  conspicuous  for  despoiling  the  Churches 
of  their  bells.     He  appropriated  three  of  those  of 
Rochford,  and  others  were  sold  to  repair  the  sea  walls. 
He  resided  with  his  wife  in  a  retired  manner  at  Roch- 
ford  Hall,  occasionally  corresponding  with  Sir  William 
Cecil.     She  died  here  19th  July,  1543,  possessed  of 
many  estates  in   this   Hundred,   together   with  the 
advowsons  of  the  Churches  of  Pakelsham,  Foulness, 
Hakewell,  Ashendon  and  Lighe.      These  properties 
descended  to  her  as  heir  at  law  of  her  Father,  Sir 
Thomas  Bole3'n.     Uy  her  first  husband,  William  Carey, 
she  had  one  son  Hewry^  and  a  daughter  Catherine, 
mnrried  to  Sir  Francis  KnoUes.      Henry ^  who  was 
seventeen  at  his  mother*s  death,  was  cousin  german  to 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  made  Knight  of  the  Garter  and 
created  Lord  Hunsdon  in  the  1st  year  of  her  accession 
to  the  throne.  He  was  called  the  honest  courtier.  Loyd 
relates  "  the  politicians  followed  Cecil,  the  courtiers 
Leicester,  and  the  soldiers  Hunsdon."     He  was  made 
Captain  of  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  and  governor 
ot  Berwick,  in  which  position  he  was  instrumental  in 
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suppressing  the  rebellion  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  North- 
umberland, and  Charles  Neville,  Earl  of  Westmoreland 
and  having  secured  the  former,  sent  him  to  York, 
where  he  was  beheaded.  He  likewise  defeated  Leonard 
Dacre,  on  the  river  Gait,  who  was  a  partizan  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  He  was 
afterwards,  jointly  with  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  one  of  the 
Commanders  against  the  Scotch,  and  is  said  to  have 
given  in  Tiviotdale  three  hundred  villages  to  the  flames 
and  battered  fifty  castles.  He  was  now  made  Lord 
Chamberlain,  and  at  the  time  of  the  expected  landing 
of  Spanish  troops  from  the  Armada,  had  charge  of 
the  Queen's  person,  with  2,000  horse  and  34,000 
foot.  He  had  expected  Elizabeth  to  have  created 
him  Earl  of  Ormond,  but  it  was  not  until  he  was  on  his 
death-bed,  in  1596,  that  the  letters  patent  for  the  Earl- 
dom were  oflfered  him,  when  he  exclaimed  "  If  I  was 
unworthy  of  these  honours  when  living,  I  am  unworthy 
of  them  now  I  am  dying."  He  was  buried  in  the 
Chapel  of  St.  John  Baptist,  within  the  collegiate 
church  of  St.  Peter  at  Westminster.  By  his  wife,  a 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Morgan,  he  had  four  sons, 
George,  John,  Edmund  and  Robert,  all  Eniffhted, 
and  two  daughters,  Catherine  married  to  Charles 
Howard,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  Philadelphia  to 
Thomas  Lord  Scroope,  of  Bolton.  Sir  Robert  was 
despatched  by  Elizabeth  to  make  excuses  to  King  James 
of  Scotland,  for  the  murder  of  his  mother.  In  this 
capacity  he  succeeded  in  soothing  and  quieting  that 
nnwarlike  prince,  but  as  soon  as  Elizabeth  was  dead,  of 
which  he  had  immediate  intelligence  from  hissister  Lady 
Scroope.  he  posted  down  to  Scotland,  and  was  the  first  to 
convey  the  news  to  James,  defeating  the  messengers  of 
Sir  Robert  Cecil  by  four  days.    Henry*  Lord  Hunsdon 

*  His  Grandson  Henr j  was  created  Visooant  Boohford  by  James  1st,  in 
1621.  and  Ear]  of  Dover  by  Charles  1st  in  1628.  He  was  one  of  those  sent 
by  the  British  Solomon  to  keep  the  sweet  boys  Steenie  and  baby  Charles 
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early  alienated  this  manor  and  estate,  retaining  the 
Honor  of  Rayleigh,  for  Richard  Lord  Riche  had  the 
manor  of  Rochford  in  1552,  holding  under  Lord 
Hunsdon,  f  as  of  the  honor  of  Rayleigh  by  the 
twentieth  part  of  a  Knight's  fee.  The  family  were 
originally  from  Hampshire,  where  John  le  Rich 
flourished  in  the  reign  of  Edward  XL  From  the 
vbitation  of  Essex,  1612.  Harl.  Soc.  vol.  XIII,  page 
276,  we  find  the  first  of  the  family  recorded  was 
Richard  Rich,  of  London,  buried  in  S.  Laurence,  Ivy 
Lane,  in  1414,  whose  sun  Richard  was  shrieve  of 
London,  1441,  and  died  in  1469.  He  had  lands  in 
Hoddesden,  where  he  built  alms-houses.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Laurence,  in  the  Jewry, 
with  this  inscription  *'  Remice  quod,  opus  est  proesenHs 
temporis  (Ftnim,  Omne  quodesty  nihil  e$t^  prceter  amar$ 
Deumy  He  had  three  sons,  John^  Hugh  and  Robert, 
John  was  a  Mercer  of  London,  and  died  in  the  life- 
time of  his  father,  in  1458,  and  lies  interred  in  St. 
Thomas  of  Acres,  called  Mercers  chapel.  His  eldest 
son  was  Thomas  Rich,  who  wasancestor  of  the  Rich's 
of  Horndon  on  the  Hill.  Historians  are  rather  obscure 
as  to  the  descent  of  the  Rochford  branch,  but  from 
John  descended  Richard^  who  studied  the  laws  in  the 
middle  Temple,  and  became  the  obsequious  tool  to 
Henry  VIII.,  and  had  honours  and  estates  in  profusion 
lavished  upon  him.  He  was  made  Solicitor  General, 
in  1533,  and  got  a  grant  of  the  profitable  office  of 
Chirographer  of  the  King's  Bench,  in  1535.  Rich 
was  employed  to  entrap  Sir  Thomas  More  whilst 
a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  and  to  take  all  his  books 
from  him.     The  point  at  issue  was  the  refusal  of  More 

oompanj  ap«n  their  Qaizotio  ezpeditiom  to  Spain  to  see  the  Infanta.  Those 
titlee  are  now  extinct,  and  the  collateral  branches  of  the  Boleyns  declined 
and  UBXik  into  obacnrity. 

t  Sir  John  Carey,  his  second  son,  had  this  honour  in  the  time  of  James. 
Ezekiel  Reyner  was  then  Steward. 
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to  acknowledge  the  King's  supremacy.  He  swore  at 
the  trial  that  More  dropped  these  words,  "A  Parliament 
can  make  a  King  and  depose  him,  but  a  subject  cannot 
be  bound  so,  in  the  case  of  supremacy."  More 
answered  ^'  If  this  oath  Mr.  Rich  that  you  have  taken 
be  true,  then  I  pray  I  may  never  see  God's  face," 
He  then  called  his  Judges  attention  to  the  character 
of  Rich,  charging  him  with  being  light  of  tongue,  a  great 
gamester,  and  of  no  great  repute,  either  in  the  parish 
where  they  had  lived  together,  or  in  the  Temple  where 
he  was  educated,  and  concluded  how  unlikely  it  was, 
he  should  impart  the  secrets  of  his  conscience  to  a  man 
he  always  had  a  mean  opinion  of.  He  was  instrumental 
likewise  in  bringing  Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rochester  to  the 
block,  by  disclosing  what  had  been  communicated  to 
him  in  confidence.  Rich  was  a  time  server  and  a 
truckler,  both  in  religion  and  politics.  During  the 
rebellion  in  the  North,  called  the  pilgrimage  of  Grace, 
he  was  named  by  the  rebels  as  one  descrying  condign 
punishment,  as  a  maintainer  of  the  false  sect  of  the 
Heretics,  the  inventor  and  the  first  bringer  in  of  them. 
To  curry  favor  with  the  King,  he  was  active  in  ques- 
tioning and  getting  up  evidence  against  Catherine 
Howard.  It  is  said  he  was  brutal  enough  to  rack 
with  his  own  hands  the  fair  and  delicate  body  of  the 
heroic  Anne  Askew,  the  first  female  martyr,  when  the 
humane  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  Sir  Anthony  Knevett 
had  refused  to  continue  the  horrible  torture.  But 
the  stings  of  conscience  that  Rich  endured  must  have 
resembled  "  the  worm  that  never  dieth,"  whereas  poor 
Anne  at  her  execution  is  described  as  having  "  an 
angel's  countenance  and  a  smiling  face."  Upon  the 
dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  he  was  appointed 
Chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Augmentation,  which  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  further  enrichment,  of  which  he 
was  not  slow  to  avail  himself,  with  the  spoils  of  the 
religious  houses.    Although  he  seems  partially  to  have 
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fiivoured  the  reformation,  he  was  particularly  pliant 
to  those  in  authority,  and  ingenious  in  preserving  his 
ill-gotten  wealth,  through  different  changes  of  reli- 
gious opinion,  and  was  instrumental  in  committing 
both  Lutherans  and  Romanists  either  to  the  flames 
or  the  block.  He  was  named  in  the  will  of  Henry 
VIII.  as  one  of  the  privy  council  to  assist  his  executors. 
He  was  created  Baron  Rich,*  of  Leez,  by  Edward  VI. 
in  1546,  and  constituted  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
the  Visitation  of  Churches.  This  office  was  carried  out 
in  such  a  manner  that  astonishing  sums  were  raised, 
and  their  proceedings^ were  characteristic  of  the  most 
arbitrary  government.  His  name  appears  third  on 
the  list  that  signed  the  death  warrant  of  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  Seymour,  but  endeavouring  afterwards 
privately  to  serve  the  Protector  Somerset,  and  being 
discovered,  he  got  alarmed,  took  to  his  bed,  and 
resigned  the  great  Seal  in  1551,  having  incurred  the 
hatred  of  all  parties.  He  then  retired  to  his  seat  at 
Leez,f  where  he  employed  himself  in  founding  a  free 
school  and  an  ahns-house  at  Felstead,  and  sketched 
his  design  for  the  Rochford  Alms-houses,  and  their 
purposed  endowment,  and  well  might  he  do  so^  and 
eaten  at  any  straw  to  soothe  an  uneasy  conscience. 
After  the  death  of  Edward,  he  was  implicated  in  the 
endeavour  tor  placing  Jane  Grey  on  the  Throne,  and 
was  one  of  her  partizans  in  the  Tower,  but  perceiving 
tlie  current  flowing  in  favour  of  the  Princess  Mary, 
he  veered  round  and  appended  his  name  amongst  those 
who  signed  an  address  to  that  Queen,  dated  from  the 
Tower  9th  July^  1553,  thus  making  his  peace  prompt- 
ly, and  we  find  this  time  ser>'er  amongst  those  who 
repaired  to  St.  Pauls  Cross  on  the  second  Sunday  after 

•  H«  |Nref««T«d  UiisUUe  to  fiuoa  <«  Lighes.** 

H»  coBT»rl«<l  Ui»  Priorr  nt  Lmi  into  m  magaificesi  s««L    Hv  calargcd 
r«rk  ft^MB  400  to  ftUMt  ato  I 


THE   HISTORY   OF*  815 

the  decision  of  the  Country  in  Mary's  favour,  to  protect 
the  Romanist  preacher  Dr.  Watson,  chaplain  to  Stephen 
Gardiner,  Bishop  of  Winchester.  This  discourse  which 
took  place  July  9th,  1553,  was  attended  by  two 
hundred  of  the  guard  with  their  halberds,  to  watch 
the  people.  In  1555  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners 
together  with  Sir  Roger  Appleton,  of  Jarvis  hall, 
and  Edmund  Tyrell,  of  Beaches,  before  whom  Thomas 
Watts,  a  draper  of  Billericay,  was  examined  and  sent 
before  Bonner.  This  Watts,  before  he  was  apprehend- 
ed, sold  his  cloth  and  gave  some  to  the  poor,  dividing  the 
rest  amongst  his  wife  and  six  children,  as  he  looked 
for  this  end.  Rich  presided  at  Watts'  execution,  at 
Chelmsford  and  that  of  Thomas  Hawkes,  at  Coggeshall 
the  next  day,  and  both  these  martyrs  reasoned  with 
his  Lordship,  telling  him  he  acted  against  his  conscience, 
and  unless  he  repented,  the  Lord  would  avenge  them. 
He  allowed  these  and  several  other  Martyrs  to  eat 
meat  together  at  Chelmsford,  on  the  day  of  Watts' 
execution.  Watts  made  such  an  affecting  leave-taking 
of  his  children,  that  two  of  them  desired  to  be  burned 
with  him.  We  find  that  Lord  Rich,  after  this,  was  the 
victim  of  a  hoax,  for  as  one  of  Mary's  Council  he 
signed  a  letter  to  Bonner,  Bishop  of  London,  announc- 
ing the  Queen's  conception,  and  recommending  that 
Te  Deum  should  be  sung  in  all  Churches  within  his 
diocese.  To  show  the  grasping  disposition  of  this 
noble  Lord,  he  wrote  to  Queen  Mary  "  ffrom  my  poore 
howse  at  Rocheford,  8  July,  1558,  asking  her  to  sell 
him  the  manor  of  Hockley  after  the  rate  of  20  years 
purchase  being  in  lease  to  Edmonde  Tirrell  for  years 
under  the  rent  of  £53  63.  8d.,  and  complains  of  his 
patent  being  stayed  at  the  great  seal,  and  offers  to 
spend  his  harte's  bloode  in  her  service,''  and  talks 
about  *'  beseeching  Jesu  to  take  him  out  of  this  tran- 
sitory world,  rather  than  he  should  offend  her  Majesty, 
and  assures  her  about  being  prostrate  on  his  knees." 
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In  consequence  of  this  hypocritical  letter  he  got  the 
grant  executed.  At  the  accession  of  Elizabeth,  a 
proclamation  was  issued  to  the  effect  that  people  were 
to  restrain  themselves  from  believing  any  manner  of 
doctrine,. except  the  gospels  and  epistles  of  the  day, 
and  the  ten  commandments,  until  consultation  may  be 
had  by  Parliament.  The  effects  of  this  proclamation 
fell  upon  Thomas  Pike,  a  copyholder  of  North  Shoebury 
who  had  made  himself  conspicuous  in  the  first  burst 
of  frenzy  upon  the  Protestant  Queen's  accession,  in 
pulling  down  images  in  the  Parish  Church.  The 
culprit  was  delivered  over  to  Lord  Rich,  who  had 
instructions  to  punish  him  according  to  his  offence, 
which  consisted  in  his  being  too  fast  and  zealous. 
There  is  no  record  that  he  was  punished,  and  probably 
Rich  according  to  his  habit,  again  oscillated  and 
shielded  the  offender.  But  Rich's  day  of  reckoning 
was  now  coming.  He  died  at  his  seat  at  Rochford 
hall,  in  1566,  professing  himself  a  Roman  Catholic. 
By  his  will  bearing  date  May  12th,  9.  Eliz.  he 
bequeathed  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Parish  Church 
of  Felstead.  He  was  interred  in  a  small  mortuary 
chapel  *  on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel,  which  con- 
tains a  superb  marble  monument,  with  a  Latin 
inscription.  There  is  an  effigy  of  his  Lordship  in  his 
Chancellors  robes,  reclining  under  a  grand  cornice, 
decorated  and  supported  by  Corinthian  pillars.  Many 
others  of  the  family  are  buried  here,  who  became 
Earls  of  Warwick  and  Holland.  The  only  monument 
is  that  of  Lord  Rich  himself,  of  exquisite  workmanship. 
From  the  Visitation  of  Essex,  1562.  Harl.  Soc.  Vol. 

*  This  ohapel  having  been  for  many  yean  in.a  deplorable  condition,  was 
in  1877,  pat  into  thorough  repair,  at  a  cost  of  £400,  through  the  exertions 
of  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Cox  and  Mra.  Cox.  In  the  East  Anglian  there 
is  a  notice  of  a  token,  (page  1 76),  issued  by  one  Richard  Rich.  *<0.  Richard 
Rich  a  lion  rampant.  R.  In  Colchester  1666.  R.  R.  oonjoined."  The 
compiler  says  he  lived  at  Little  Lees,  and  several  parishes  have  benefitted 
by  his  benefactions  to  the  poor.  We  doubt  whether  this  token  applies  to  this 
family,  as  Sir  Richard  Rich,  Lord  Rich  died  in  155G. 
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XIII  we  find  his  arms  consisted  of  2   shields.    1. 

Incomplete,  supposed  to  be  arms  of  Rich.     2  

impaling  az  two  bars  arg,  each  charged  with  a  martlet 
between  two  cross  crosslets  sable  on  a  chief  or,  a  rose 
between  two  fleur  de  lys  gules,  Gynkes.  Later 
on  the  arms  given  in  1612,  were  Gules,  a  chevron 
between  three  cross  crosslets,  or.  Sir  Richard  Ryche 
Knight,  Lord  Ryche,  wedded  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  heir  of  William  Gynkes,  or  Jenkes,  of  London, 
grocer^  and  had  issue,  Robert  Ryche,  bom  in 
1536,  Margery  wedded  to  Henry  Pygot,  of  Abing- 
ton,  in  Cambridgeshire,  Mary  to  Sir  Thomas 
Wrothe,  of  Endfylde,  in  Middlesex,  Knight,  Agnes  to 
Edmond  Mordaunt,  of  Thundersley,  son  to  William 
Mordaunt  of  Hempsted,  in  Essex,  Awdry  to  Robert 
Dreury,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Dreury,  of  Halsted, 
in  Suffolk,  Knight,  Elizabeth  to  Robert  Payton,  of 
Islam,  in  Cambridgeshire,  Wenyfrede  first  to  Henry 
Dudly,  secondly  to  Roger  North,  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Edward  North,  Knight,  Lord  North,  Frances  to  John 
Lord  Darcy,  of  Checke  or  Cbich,  (St.  Osyth),  Anne  to 
Thomas  Pygot  or  Pycot,  ofStratton,in  Bedfordshire. 
Thomas  *  who  married  a  daughter  of  Fisher,  and  died 
before  his  father;  Sir  Hugh  Rich,  Knight,  who  married 
Anne,f  daughter  of  John  Wentworth,  and  died  S.P., 
and  Barbara,  besides  a  natural  son,  and  several  natural 
daughters,  one  of  whom,  Dorathe,  married  Francis 
Barley,  of  Kenton,  in  Hertfordshire.  Robert^  the  second 
Lord  Rich,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George 
Baldry,  of  Hadley,  in  Essex,  Alderman  of  London,  son 
of  Sir  Thomas  Baldry,  Lord  Mayor  in  1524.  She  after-r 
wards  married  Robert  Forth.      In  1679,  Augt.  12th^ 

*  In  the  ohanoel  aisle  of  Felstead  Ghuroh,  apon  the  groond,  on  the  soath 
side,  is  the  following  inscription  engraved  on  a  small  plate  of  brass,  inlaid 
in  a  black  marble  stone,  "  Thomas  Byche,  Filius  Rolberti  By  eh,  miVibiB  O^it 
1564,  6t  aepuUus  erat  apud  FeUied,  the  4th  of  Febrnary." 

t  She  afterwards  married  Henry  Fitz-alan,  Lord  Maltrayen.  In  her 
widowhood  she  lived  at  Gosfolde. 
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we  find  Lord  Riche  entertaining  the  Queen  at  "  Lees,*' 
where  she  stayed  three  days  in  one  of  her  stages  or  rests 
during  one  of  her  tours.  Unlike  her  Grandfather, 
Henry  VII,  who  used  to  pillage  his  subjects  by  means 
of  his  lawyers,  the  Queen  reduced  or  humbled  her 
rich  subjects  by  the  great  expenses  they  were  put  to 
on  these  occasions,  and  it  is  recorded  of  some,  they 
were  crippled  in  this  manner  for  life.  In  15  Eliz.  he 
was  one  of  the  peers  upon  the  trial  of  Thomas,  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  afterwards  sent  into  France.  Lord 
Riche  died  in  1680-1,  and  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  had 
Richard,  who  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Enyvett,  of  Norfolk,  and  died  during  his  father's  life 
time  without  issue,  Robert^  who  succeeded  him  as 
Baron  of  Lee,  and  Sir  Edwin  Rich,  of  Braken  Ashe, 
County  Norfolk,  who  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Charles  Wolsicke,  of  Suffolk,  and  two  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  Elizabeth,  was  single  in  1612.  Hobertcslled 
the  rich  Lord  Riche  was  created  by  letters  patent  6th 
August,  1618,  Earl  of  Warwick,*  and  married  Pen- 
elope, daughter  of  Walter  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex. 
This  lady  forsook  him,  and  was  married  in  his  life 
time  to  Charles  Blount.  Spelman  says  she  had  five 
natural  children  by  Sir  Charles  Blount,  Lord  Mountjoyf 
afterwards  Earl  of  Devonshire,  who  died  in  1606, 
it  is  said  from  the  chagrin  occasioned  by  this  scandal. 
There  is  no  doubt  she  was  a  shameless  woman, 
and  had  no  affection  for  her  husband,  and  boasted  of 
her  familiarity  with  Sir  Charles.  She  announced  her 
two  daughters  Lettice  and  Elizabeth  as  his  offspring, 

•  The  amis  of  Sir  Charles  Bioh,  Baronet,  fourth  son  of  Sir  Edwin  Rich, 
and  nephew  to  Robert  Lord  Rich,  of  Lees,  first  fiarl  of  Warwick,  who  died 
in  1677,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Andrew's  Choroh,  Enfield,  are :  *'  Gules  a 
chevron  between  three  crosses  oroeslet  or,  a  crescent  for  diflerence,  with 
Ulster  badge." 

t  Milles  <* Catalogue  of  Honour"  contains  an  account  of  Mountjoj*s 
illegitimate  issue,  but  he  had  influence  enough  to  obtain  the  excision  of 
half  the  page  which  treated  upon  that  subject,  but  some  few  copies  were 
sold  before  he  could  carry  his  intentions  into  effect. 
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also  three  of  her  boys,  Charles,  Montjoy  or  Blount  (who 
was  raised  to  the  peerage  as  Baron  Montjoy  by  Charles 
Ist),  and  St-  John.  Laud,  who  was  then  chaplain 
to  Lord  Mountjoy,  officiated  at  her  second  marriage. 
She  was  celebrated  by  Sir  Philip  Sydney  in  his 
Arcadia  as  Philoclea  and  in  his  poems  as  Stella. 
During  her  marriage  with  Rich  she  had  five  sons  and 
six  daughters,  but  according  to  others  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  were  Robert^  who  succeeded 
him,  Henry,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Sir  Walter 
Cope,  and  was  created  Earl  of  Holland,  and  was  be- 
headed for  his  loyalty  to*Charles  1st,  Essex,  wife  to 
Sir  Thomas  Cheeke,  of  Pirgo,  in  Essex.  Penelope,* 
to  Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  of  Clifton,  in  Nottinghamshire, 
Knight  and  Baronet.  Isabel,  to  Sir  John  Smith, 
Knight,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton,  in  Kent. 
Sir  Chariest  Rich,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  slain 
in  the  Island  of  Rhfe,  in  France,  in  1627,  in  the 
expedition  under  Villiers,  D uke  of  B uckingham ;  Le ttice 
married  to  Sir  John  Carey,  of  Pockington,  in  Devon- 
shire, Knight,  and  afterwards  to  Sir  Arthur  Lake, 
Knight.  This  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  1606, 
turned  his  attention  to  getting  a  bill  passed  in 
Parliament  for  the  better  assurance  of  his  manor  of 
Rochford,  and  other  lands  in  Essex,  which  were 
formerly  purchased  of  Henry  Carey  late  Lord 
Hunsdon.  J  After  the  marriage  of  Penelope,  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Christopher 

*  Penelope  was  the  first  of  the  seven  wires  of  Sir  Gerrase  Cliflon,  of 
Clifton,  in  Nottinghamshire.  He  died  in  1666.  He  called  his  first  wife  the 
boaatifol  Penelope.  She  was  the  proatest  beauty  of  the  age,  not  only  in 
body,  but  also  in  mind.    She  died  Oct.  26th,  1613,  aged  23  years. 

t  His  portrait  by  Yandyck  is  in  the  possession  of  Yisoonnt  Dillon.  It 
is  of  full  length,  and  represents  Sir  Charles  standing  in  armour,  one  hand 
resting  on  a  table  on  which  is  a  plumed  helmet 

{  The  office  of  keeper  of  Marylebone  and  Hyde  Parks,  were  vested  in 
this  family  for  a  long  period. 

£    5. 
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Wray,  Knip^ht,  Lord  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  Kings 

Bench,  widow  of  Sir  George  Paul,  of  Snartford,  ir. 

Lincolnshire,  Knight  and  Baronet,  but  by  her  he  had 

no  children.      It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  account 

that  no  mention  is  made  of  Frances,  the   reputed 

daughter  of  the  Earl,  who  married  Captain  Thomas 

Cammock,  and  the  heroine  of  the  romantic  passage  of 

the  Crouch,  neither  do  we  find  her  name  recorded  in 

the  Visitations,  or  any  mention  of  her  in  records. 

The  family  may  have  disowned  her  on  account  of  her 

escapade,  but  as  it  states  on  the  Cammock  monument 

in  All  Saints  Church,  Maldon,  that  she  was  the  only 

daughter  of  the   Right   Honorable  Sir  Robert   Rich, 

Knight,  Lord  Rich,  it  is  possible  that  the  Cammocks 

adopted  the  belief  that  her  sisters  were  the  offspring 

of  Mountjoy,  or  Mr.  Maiden,  of  Rayne,  may   have 

been  in  error  when  he  described  her  as  the  daughter 

of  the  Earl.     Perhaps  she  was  the  youngest  daughter 

of  the   Earl's    father,    a   lady    whose   name   is   not 

recorded   by   historians.      She   would   then   be   the 

Earl's  sister,  but    there   is  a   mystery  in   the    case 

that  we  cannot  clear  up.      Captain  Cammock  died 

in  1602,  aged  LXIL     The  Earl  in  1619.     When  the 

latter  came  to  his  inheritance,  reforming  principles 

were  making  progress  in  his  family,  and,  together  with 

his  Uncle  Richard,  a  natural  son  of  the  Chancellor,  he 

embraced    Congregational  opinions,  dissenting   from 

the  Established  Church.      One  Robert  Wright,  who 

had  been  tutor  to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  Lord  Rich's 

brother-ill-law,    having  scruples  about    ordination  in 

the  Church   of  England,  had  gone  to  Antwerp,  in 

1581,  and  was  ordained  according  to  the  views  of  his 

coreligionists  in  Holland.     Upon  his  return  to  this 

country,  he  was  invited  by  Lord  Rich  to  become  his 

domestic  chaplain,  at  Rochford.      He  desired  now  to 

fill  the  pastoral  office,  and   expressed  to  Lord  Rich 

the  opinion  that  the  election  of  ministers  ought  to  be 
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by  the  flock  or  congregation.     His  Lordship,  as  patron, 
consented  to  a  Church  being  formed  at  Rochford  hall, 
and  signified  a  desire  that  Mr.  Wright  should  take 
the  oversight  of  them,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and 
John  Greenwood  was  associated  with  him  as  assistant 
chaplain.     They  did  not  withdraw  themselves  from 
the  parish  church,  but  held  their  meetings  in  the  hall, 
usually  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.      Lord  Rich 
and  his   Uncle  went  to  Fulham,  to  solicit  that  the 
Bishop  should  license  Mr.  Wright  to  preach  without 
conforming.       Aylmer,  *   then   Bishop  had  a  fiery 
ungovernable    temper,    but    stout   spirit,    and    like 
Bonner,  had   recourse   to  physical  force.      He  was 
a    man   of  small  stature,    and    although    of    great 
courage,  often  found  the  contest  unequal.     Lord  Rich 
and  he  had  many  strifes.      Upon  this  occasion  they 
proceeded  from  words  to  blows.      Lord  Rich's  Uncle 
took  the  Bishop  by  the  collar,  and  gave  him  a  thrash- 
ing.    The  Queen,  hearing  of  the  disorders  practised 
in  the  house  of  Lord  Rich,  caused  Aylmer  to  be  told 
*^  it  was  her  command  to  him  to  forbid  them."      It 
appears  he  had  made  the   attempt,  but  had  been 
foiled.     He  told  the  Queen  that  he  had  many  great 
storms  with  the  late  Lord  Rich,  and  now  the  present 
Lord  Rich,  his  bastard  Uncle  and  another  had  been 
to  him,  and  he  had  refused  to  license  Wright  to  preach 
in  his  diocese,  upon  which  the  Lord's  aforesaid  Uncle 
did  so  shake  him  up,  that  he  was  never  so  abused  at 
any  man's  hands  since  he  was  born.     Wright  was 
apprehended  and  cast  into  the  Fleet,  and  Rich  into 
the  Marshalsea.      A  commission  was  sent  down,  and 
the  matters  proved  against  Wright  by  certain  wit- 
nesses, (amongst  whom  were  John  Nicholson,  Rector 
of  Southchurch;  Barnaby  Turner,  Vicar  of  Shopland; 

•  Aylmer  had  been  tutor  to  Lady  Jane  Grey.  He  was  an  exile  during 
the  reign  of  Mary,  and  assisted  Foxe  in  preparing  his  English  edition  of 
the  Acts  and  Monoments. 
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John  Bowdcn,  Rector  of  Lee;  John  Berryman,  Rector 
of  Rochford ;  Edmund  Barker,  Vicar  of  Prittlewell, 
and  Arthur  Dent,  Rector  of  South  Shoebury),  were, 
that  he  called  the  preachers  that  followed  the  book  of 
Common  Prayer  'dumb  dogs/  that  the  people  were 
drawn  away  from  a  sermon  at  the  Church,  at  Rochford, 
by  the  tolling  of  a  bell,  to  a  sermon  preached  by  him 
at  the  Hall,  that  he  found  fault  with  the  laws  eccles- 
iastical and  depraved  the  ministry,  and  that  preachers 
were  openly  rebuked  for  their  sermons  in  a  great 
audience  in  the  Hall  of  the  Lord  Rich,  by  procurement 
of  Wright.  It  appears  the  doings  at  the  Hall  raised 
a  perfect  clamor  amongst  the  beneficed  clergy,  but 
both  Wright  and  Lord  Rich  were  released  uptm 
petition,  and  submission  to  the  powers  that  be,  through 
the  interest  of  Lord  Burleigh.  Wright  subscribed 
to  the  good  allowance  of  the  ministry  of  England,  and 
the  book  of  common  prayer.  The  mother  of  Lord 
Bacon  writing  to  Lord  Burleigh  respecting  these 
preachings,  declared  that  she  had  profited  more  in 
the  inward  feeling  of  God's  holy  will  than  she  had 
done  by  hearing  occasional  services  at  Paul's,  for  nigh 
twenty  years  together.  It  appears  that  Richard  Rich 
the  Uncle,  had  been  committed  to  the  fleet  in  1579, 
being  in  possession  of  a  pamphlet  published  by  John 
Stubbs,  respecting  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth  with  the 
Duke  of  Anjou.  Notwithstanding  the  proclamation 
to  suppress  the  book,  Rich  had  kept  a  copy  of  Stubbs 
book,  called  '  The  discovery  of  a  Gaping  Gulf  in 
his  possession,  and  had  also  favored  Stubbs  himself. 
Stubbs  and  his  printer  had  their  right  hands  cut  off. 
Rich  seepas  to  have  escaped  punishment,  although  he 
was  a  favorer  of  other  schismatics,  and  now,  with  his 
nephew  and  Wright,  was  set  at  liberty.*  John 
Greenwood  was  made  of  sterner  stuff.       He  and  one 

*  See   Davids*  Annals   of  Evangelical    Nonconformity,   and  Masters* 
Tistory  of  Cori>u3  Christi  College  &c. 
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Henry  Barrow,  as  he  informs  us  in  his  examination, 
imbibed  the  principles  of  Puritanism  from  Robert 
Browne,  founder  of  the  sect  of  the  Brownists-  They 
were  both  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,  and 
were  apprehended  in  1586,  and  had  laid  in  divers 
prisons  until  1592,  when  they  were  finally  tried  for 
publishing  seditious  books.  They  were  condemned 
at  the  old  Bailey,  and  after  two  reprieves,  were  hanged 
at  Tyburn,  in  1593,  after  having  been  exposed  for  so 
many  years  to  hunger,  cold  and  nakedness  in  a  close 
prison.  It  seems  they  might  have  been  pardoned  if 
they  had  promised  to  come  to  Church.  They  died 
praying  for  her  Majesty,  and  craving  pardon  of  all 
men  they  had  offended,  and  freely  forgiving  the  whole 
world. 

Robert^  the  2nd  Earl  of  Warwick  succeeded  his 
father,  and  married  for  his  first  wife,  Frances,  ♦ 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Hatton,  alias  Newport, 
Knight,  (by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Sir  Francis  Gaudi,  Knight,  Lord  chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas),  2nd  to  Susan,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Rorce,  of  London,  and  widow  to  William  Holyday, 
Shrieve  of  London  in  1617,  and  3rd  to  Eleanor, 
daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Wortley,  of  Yorkshire,  widow 
of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  of  Quarendon.  By  his  first  wife  he 
had  four  Sons,  Robert  Lord  Riche  son  and  heir; 
Charles,  who  subsequently  succeeded  to  the  title; 
Henry  and  Hatton,  who  both  died  unmarried ;  also 
three  daughters,  Ann,  who  married  Edward,  then 
Viscount  Mandevillef  and  Lord  Kimbolton ;  Lucy  to 

*  Sho  was  brought  np  by  her  Grandfathor,  and  married  secretly  to  Rich 
when  quite  a  child.  Ho  obtained  Shouldham  Abbey  by  this  mafriago,  upon 
■^er  Grandiathcr's  decease. 

t  Viscount  Mandeville  afterwards  became  Earl  of  Manchester.  He  made 
some  curious  marriages  with  the  Warwick  family,  and  it  waw  said  by  Dr. 
Gureton,  that  nobody  but  a  Presbyterian  could  have  dune  it.  Ilis  first  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Cheeke  and  his  wife  Essex  Rich  ;  his  second 
was  Ann,  daughter  of  the  Earl ;  and  the  third  was  the  Karl's  widow, 
Margaret,  daughter  ot  Francis,  Earl  of  liudfurd,  so  that  he  married  the 
Earl's  niooo,  the  Eurl'ti  daughter,  and  tlio  EurrH  wifn. 
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John  Lord  Robertes,*  of  Truro ;  and  Frances  to  Nicolas 
Earl  of  Scarsdale.  The  Earl  of  Warwick  was  called 
the  Puritan  Earl,  and  his  house  at  Little  Leighs,  near 
Felstead,  was  the  common  rendezvous  of  all  schisma- 
tical  preachers  in  those  parts,  and  he  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Long  Parliament,  whose  views  he  consistently 
upheld  until  its  dissolution.  When  in  town  he  resided, 
as  did  his  father,  grandfather,  and  great  grandikther, 
Lord  Richard  Rich  before  him,  in  Cloth  fair,  f  West 
Smithfield,  within  the  precincts  of  the  Priory  of  St. 
Bartholomew.  In  1625  he,  together  with  Robert,  Earl 
of  Essex,  accompanied  the  expedition  to  Cadiz,  sent 
by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  against  the  Spaniards, 
which  ended  so  disastrously.  In  1626,  the  Earl  was 
engaged  in  the  reclamation  of  Canvey  Island,  and 
executed  a  deed  wherein  John  Bucke,  of  London 
engages  to  recover  the  Island,  (then  consisting  of  3,600 
acres).  The  witnesses  to  his  Lordship's  signature  Were 
Richard  Pulley ;  William  Goughe ;  Richard  Spittye ; 
Jo.  Attwood ;  J  ohn  Brooke  and  others.  He  was  active 
at  this  time  likewise  in  religious  matters,  for  this  same 
year  by  his  procurement,  two  conferences  were  kept  in 
York  house,  before  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  other 
Lords,  chiefly  "  about  the  possibility  of  one  elected 
to  fall  from  grace.^'  These  conferences  rather  in- 
creased the  differences,  than  abated  them.  In  1629 
he  was  taking  a  leading  part  in  military  matters,  as 
there  exists  a  certificate  from  him,  relating  to  persons 
who  refuse  to  show  their  arms  at  the  muster  then 
ordered.  Captain  Kightly  presents  Thomas  Elbanke 
of  South  "  Bemphlet ''  as  an  obstinate  refuser,  and 
Captain  Humphry  names  Nathaniel  Plumer,  Constable 

*  Lord  Boberies  was  Governor  of  Ireland  under  Charlea  11.  in  1667. 

t  His  brother  Henry  Rich,  Earl  of  Holland,  Chancellor  of  tho  UniTenity 
of  Cambridge,  likcwiso  resided  here.  In  this  fair  was  a  oourt  leet,  and  a 
•*  court  of  Tyo  powder."  ^  It  was  held  from  the  opening  of  the  fair  to  the 
Bottiug  of  the  8un  each  day.  This  fair  was  hold  for  throe  days,  and  is  now 
abolished. 
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of  Great  Wakering  for  refusing  to  make  a  return,  and 
reports  Glisse  of  Hokeley  a  great  defaulter.  He  was 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Essex,  and  upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  soon  completed  the 
levy  of  the  militia,  which  was  increased  by  volunteers 
in  unusual  numbers.  He  was  named  by  Parliament 
Admiral  of  the  fleet  in  1645?,  and  was  very  popular  with 
the  sailors,  but  a  command  from  his  Majesty  arrived 
for  him  to  resign,  upon  which  he  called  a  council  ol 
war,  and  all  his  Officers  with  the  exception  of  five 
agreed  to  follow  him.  Thereupon  he  surrounded  the 
malcontents,  when  three  more  ships  surrendered,  and 
the  others  commanded  by  Slingsby  and  Wake  refused, 
upon  which  the  Earl  turned  down  an  hour  glass,  and 
before  the  sand  ran  out  seized  them  on  their  own 
quarter-decks.  In  1644,  the  Earl  attempted  to 
intercept  the  Queen  from  passing  over  to  France,  from 
Falmouth  to  Brest,  and  she  only  escaped  by  the  aid  of 
the  wind,  and  superior  sailhig.  In  the  following  year 
when  the  Long  rarliament  was  debating  a  peace  with 
the  King,  they  insisted  the  Earl  should  be  made  a 
Duke,  but  the  treaty  came  to  nothing.  He  was 
subsequently  deprived  of  his  command  by  the  "  rump  " 
and  that  honour  was  conferred  upon  Blake.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  struggle,  when  the  fortune  of 
war  had  not  declared  itself,  his  son  and  heir  Robert 
Lord  Rich  was  one  of  the  peers  who  repaired  to  the 
King  at  Oxford,  whereupon  the  Parliament  seques- 
tered his  estate,  which  was  settled  upon  him  by  his 
Father,  in  1633,  June  29th,  upon  his  marriage  with 
Ann  Cavendish,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Devonshire. 
This  estate  consisted  of  the  manor,  mansion-house  and 
parke,  mills  and  lands  in  Rochford,  being  parcel  of 
Combs  held  with  the  said  mill,  and  a  parcel  of 
Stroadwicke  in  Rochford,  of  the  annual  value  of<£l86 
15s.  4d.  Included  in  this  conveyance  were  the 
reversion  to  his  estates  in  Ffelsted,   Leez,  and  other 
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manors.  &c.,  of  the  annual  value  of  £4,440  ISs.  8d. 
It  appears  he  left  Oxford  ki  July,  1644,  and  returned 
into  the  Parliament  quarters.  He  probably  acted  as 
the  family  generally  did,  that  is,  sacrifieed  their 
principles  to  retain  their  estates,  and  sided  with  the 
stronger  party.  Besides  he  found  great  contention 
and  strife  amongst  the  loyalists.  He  petitioned  that 
^'  he  took  the  National  leage  and  covenant  with  other 
peers  in  the  House  of  Peers  and  the  negative  oath 
in  1645."  His  fine  *  which  amounted  to  £2,313  was 
upon  his  submission  remitted,  and  he  appears  after- 
wards to  have  been  a  faithful  adherent  of  the 
Parliament.  About  this  time  we  have  an  insight  into 
various  troubles  in  the  town  of  Rochford  and  the 
County,  of  which  the  Earl,  as  a  Magistrate,  had 
cognizance.  The  "  Counter  blast  "  which  James  1st 
fulminated  against  tobacco  bore  some  fruit,  and  his 
antipathy  to  its  use  was  still  shared  by  many  of  his 
subjects.  In  the  State  papers,  Vol.  377,  Domestic. 
Car  1.,  is  the  record  of  a  petition  from  Joseph  Smith, 
of  Rochford,  who  had  a  license  for  retailing  tobacco, 
and  who  sent  up  certain  names  to  the  Privy  Council 
of  persons  who  had  hindered  and  abused  him,  and  in 
spite  of  warning  to  desist,  pursued  obstinate  courses 
with  evil  language  not  fitting  to  be  named,  and  begs 
that  those  persons  may  be  called  to  answer  the  said 
misdemeanours  before  their  Lordships,  so  that  the 
said  relator  may  quietly  enjoy  his  said  License,  and 
that  the  said  parties  may  be  enjoyned  to  give  the 
petitioner  due  and  just  satisfaction  for  his  loss  and 
hindrance  sustained.  On  the  29th  July,  1645,  at  the 
Sessions  held  at  Chelmsford,  several  witches,  who 
had  been  committed  by  Sir  Harbottell  Grimston,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Bowes  in  the  previous  March  and  April, 
were  arraigned  and  tried  before  the  Earl  of  Warwick 

♦  Soo  composition  papers  in  the  Record  office,  and  for  an  account  of  this 
Bohert,  the  3rd  Earl^  read  further  on. 
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and  several  Justices,  and  found  guilty  and  executed. 
It  is  curious  that  several  of  these  victims  confessed 
(respecting  this   imaginary   crime)  to  murders  and 
devUish  witchcrafts^  committed  on  the  bodies  of  men, 
women,  children  and  divers  cattle.     There  were  more 
than  a  dozen  of  these  unfortunate  women.     One  of 
them,  Margaret  Moone,  died  by  the  way  to  execution, 
and  Rose  Hallybread  in  gaol.    Amongst  the  informers 
who  gave  evidence  we  regret  to  see  the  names  of  John 
Edes,  Clerk,  and  Joseph  Long,  Minister  of  Clacton. 
If  half  the  matter  that  was  imputed  to  these  women, 
(and  which  they  confessed)  was  true,  no  doubt  these 
unhappy  wretches  were  more  fit  for  a  mad-house  than 
the  gallows.     The  testimony  of  Sir  Thomas  Bowes, 
Knt,  that  he  spake  from  the  Bench,  concerning  Anne 
West,  she  then  being  at  the  bar  upon  her  triaJ,  was, 
"  that  a  very  honest  man  of  Manningtree,  (one  Golf, 
a  glover,)  whom  he  knew  would  not  speak  an  untruth, 
affirmed  unto  him,  that  very  early  one  morning  as  he 
passed  by  the  said  Anne  West's  house,  about  four 
o'clock,  it  being  a  moonlight  night,  and  perceiving  her 
door  to  be  open  so  early  in  the  morning,  looked  into 
the  house,  and  presently  there  came  three  or  four 
little  things  in  the  shape  of  black  rabbits,  leaping  and 
skipping  about  him,  who,  having  a  good  stick  in  his  hand 
struck  at  them,  thinking  to  kill  them,  but  could  not,  but 
at  last  caught  one  of  them  in  his  hand,  and  holding  it  on 
the  body  of  it,  he  beat  the  head  of  it  against  his  stick 
intending  to  beat  the  brains  out  of  it,  but  when  he 
could  not  kill  it  in  that  way,  he  tried  to  wring  its 
head  off,  when  it  came  out  between  his  fingers  like  a 
flock  of  wool.     He  then  started  with  it  to  a  spring  to 
drown  it,  and  he  fell  several  times  by  the  way,  so  that 
at  last  he  crept  upon  his  hands  and  knees  to  get  to 
the  water,  where  he  held  it  up  to  his  elbow  for  a  long 
space  till  he  conceived  it  was  drowned,  and  then  let- 
ting go  his  hand  it  sprung  out  of  the  water  up  into 
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the  air/ and  so  vanished  away,  and  then,  coming  back 
to  the  said  *  Anne  West's '  door,  he  saw  her  there 
standing  in  her  smock,  and  asked  her  why  she  let  her 
imps  molest  and  trouble  him,  to  which  she  made 
answer,  they  were  not  sent  to  trouble  him,  but  were 
sent  as  scouts  upon  another  design."  It  seems  extra- 
ordinary that  Sir  Thomas  should  turn  evidence,  judge 
and  jury  too.  As  to  GoflTs  declaration,  it  seems  he 
took  the  locks  of  wool,  which  the  poor  woman  was 
spinning  thus  early,  and  the  wind  blowing  about,  for 
rabbits  leaping  and  skipping.  The  man  fell  down 
apparently  from  drunkenness. 

In  1647,  when  the  Army,  under  Fairfax,  which 
was  composed  principally  of  Independents,  with  a  good 
sprinkling  of  levellers  advanced  to  Saffron  Walden  to 
demand  their  pay,  and  get  their  grievances  redressed, 
we  find  the  Earl  of  Warwick  employed  as  one  of  a 
deputation  from  Parliament,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  Presbyterians,  to  confer  with  the  army,  and 
persuade  them  to  come  to  terms,  and  accept  for  service 
in  Ireland.  He  made  a  pathetical  speech  to  the  Officers, 
and  used  many  exhortations,  but  could  not  obtain 
volunteers  owing  to  difficulties  in  the  negociation. 
The  Earl  was  subsequently  one  of  a  Committee  for  the 
safety  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  1648,  his  brother 
Henry,  Earl  of  Holland,  who  had  vacillated  between  all 
parties,  and  who  was  more  fitted  for  a  ball  room  than  a 
camp,  being  a  handsome  man  and  a  fop,  made  an  in- 
effectual attempt  to  restore  Charles  I.  After  his  arrest 
and  capture  at  St.  Neots,  he  was  confined  in  his 
brother's  house,  and  being  found  guilty,  and  a  reprieve 
being  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  he 
was  beheaded  by  Cromwell  the  following  year,  after  his 
brother  had  vainly  interceded  for  him.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick  who  remained  steady  to  the  Government  was 
reappointed  lord  high  admiral.  Several  of  the  Ships 
had  mutinied,  and  gone  over  to  Holland  to  the  Prince, 
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but  such  was  Warwick's  popularity  that  desertion 
ceased,  and  he  stationed  himself  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  to  defend  London,  and  prevent  supplies  being 
sent  to  the  royalists  in  Colchester.  He  was  opposed 
by  Prince  Charles  with  a  superior  fleet,  but  the  Earl 
was  too  prudent  to  engage  without  reinforcements. 
Upon  Charles'  retreat,  he  followed  him,  and  recovered 
nearly  all  the  ships  and  seamen  who  had  deserted, 
employing  his  men  in  going  ashore  in  Holland,  and 
persuading  the  sailors  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to 
the  state.  Although  he  was  reproached  by  the 
Levellers,  there  is  no  doubt  he  served  his  party 
better  by  the  policy  he  adopted,  than  by  fighting 
those  whom  he  afterwards  peacefully  detached.  In 
1657,  we  find  him  bare-headed,  carrying  the  sword 
before  Cromwell  at  his  inauguration  as  Protector  in 
Westminster  Hall,  after  he  had  declined  the  title  of 
King.  He  was  afterwards  summoned  to  sit  in  Crom- 
well's "  other  house,"  but  declared  he  could  not  sit  witb 
Colonel  Hewson,  who  had  been  a  shoemaker,  or  with 
Colonel  Pride,  who  had  been  a  drayman.  He  died 
19th  April,  1658,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  buried  at  Felstead.  His  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  Edmund  Calamy,  formerly  Rector  of 
Rochford,  whose  sermons  at  Aldermanbury,  the  Earl 
attended  when  in  town.  He  died  very  wealthy,  and 
from  an  inventory  of  his  estates,  taken  in  1640,  the 
revenue  annually  amounted  to  £7,190.  The  Earl 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  and  heir  Robert^  the 
third  Earl  of  Warwick,  whose  escapade  at  Oxford, 
has  been  already  mentioned.  He  was  made  Knight 
of  the  Bath  at  the  Coronation  of  Charles  1st.  He 
married  two  wives,  first  to  Anne,  daughter  of  William 
Cavendish,  Earl  of  Devonshire,  by  whom  he  had  an 
only  son  Robert,  who,  on  the  11th  November,  1657, 
was  united  to  Frances,  youngest  daughter  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  but  died  of  Scrofula  February  16tli,  1657-8, 
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during  the  life-time  of  his  Father  and  Grandfather. 
This  Frances  who  was  born  and  baptized  at  Ely,  in 
1 638,  was  thus  left  a  widow,  being  still  a  minor.  It 
is  said  Charles  11.  made  overtures  for  her  hand, 
but  her  father  declined  on  account  of  his  debauchery. 
In  the  register  of  St.  Martins  in  the  Fields,  may  be 
found  the  record  that  November  8th,  1657,  the  Right 
Honourable  Lady  Frances  Cromwell,  of  St.  Martin's 
in  the  Fields,  joined  hands  with  the  Honourable  Robert 
Rich,  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  after  their  intention 
to  become  man  and  wife,  had  been  duly  proclaimed 
on  three  several  Lord's  days  at  the  close  of  the  Morn- 
ing Exercise,  in  the  publick  meeting-place  in  the 
parish  Church.  Her  marriage  took  place  at  Whitehall, 
in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  both  families. 
Upon  his  death  many  sympathising  letters  passed 
between  the  Protector  and  the  Earl.  She  left  no 
child  by  Rich.  She  afterwards  married  Sir  John 
flussell.  The  second  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
was  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Chekeof  Pirgo,  widow 
of  —  Rogers,  by  whom  he  had  three  daughters,  Arme 
married  to  Thomas,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John 
Harrington,  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak,  Bart.  This 
Thomas  Barrington  died  in  his  father's  life-time. 
Their  union  was  not  a  very  happy  one,  the  lady 
preferring  a  town  life,  and  the  husband  a  country  one. 
He  died  in  1681,  and  she  remarried  Sir  Richard 
Franklyn,  of  Rislip,  in  Middlesex.  Mary  to  Sir  Henry 
St.  John ;  and  Essex  to  Daniel  Finch,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Nottingham.  ,The  Earl  of  Warwick  died  19th 
May,  1659,  and  was  buried  at  Felstead,  in  the  chapel 
built  by  Robert,  the  2nd  Lord  Rich.*     Being  without 

•  Ono  Colonel  Rich,  a  descendant  of  the  first  Lord  Rich,  distinguished 
himsolf  during  the  civil  war.  In  August  14 th,  1 648,  Deal  Castle  surrendered 
to  him  and  Colonel  Hcwson,  after  a  groat  fight  near  by  between  the  Prince's 
foroe  and  the  Parliament.  Uptm  December  6th,  in  the  same  year  ho  com- 
manded the  regiment  of  Horse,  which,  in  conjunction  with  Pride's  foot, 
purged  the  IIouso  of  Commons  of  all  the  members  except  the  Indopundonts. 
Upon  the  irruption  of  Prince  Charles  into  England,  in  1651,  alU>r  the  battle 
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issue  male  he  was  succeeded  by  his  next  brother 
Charles^  the  4th  Earl.  He  married  at  Shipperton,  in 
Middlesex,  July,  1641,  Mary  Boyle,  7th  daughter  of 
Richard  Boyle,  afterwards  Earl  of  Cork.  It  is  said 
that  the  Warwick  family  looked  coldly  on  her,  owing 
to  her  humble  extraction.  It  appears  that  both  her 
and  her  Husband,  though  of  high  religious  profession, 
had  many  detractors,  and  in  his  case  at  least  his 
character  would  not  bear  a  very  subtle  scrutiny.  In 
1659,  before  his  brother's  death,  he  had  been  returned 
member  for  Essex  (only  150  voices),  chiefly  by  the  in- 
fluence of  Sir  John  Bramston.  In  1660  when  Earl,  he 
opposed  the  Koyalist  candidates  with  such  vehemence 
that  he  put  himself  into  a  fever,  and  was  let  blood. 
He  was  supported  by  nearly  all  the  Clergy,  who  at 
that  time  were  in  sequestered  livings,  and  no  orders, 
and  by  Justices  who  had  been  conspicuous  on  the 
popular  side.  He  had  only  two  children  by  his 
marriage,  a  daughter  who  died  young,  and  a  son 
named  Charles,  who  married  Anne,  sister  to  William, 
third  Duke  of  Devonshire,  (Cavendish).  He  died  in 
1664.  She  afterwards  married  John  Lord  Burghley, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Exeter.  The  Earl  of  Warwick 
died  in  1673,  and  his  relict  in  1678.  Dr.  Antony 
Walker,  Rector  of  Fyfield,  who  had  preached  the 
funeral  sermon  upon  his  son's  death,  performed  the  same 
duty  upon  the  Earl's  death,  and  that  of  his  Countess. 
He  calls  Lees  priory  "  a  secular  Elisium,  a  worldly 
paradise,  an  Heaven  upon  earth,  if  there  be  any  such." 
His  sermon  at  her  death  was  entitled  "the   Virtuous 

of  Dunbar,  he  and  Harrison  were  the  two  commanders  despatched  by  Crom- 
well to  follow  and  harass  him,  at  the  head  of  3,000  horse,  previona  to  the 
battle  of  Worcester.  He  was  attached  to  "  Fifth  Monarchj  "  principles,  and, 
together  with  Harrison,  Vice  Admiral  Lawson  and  others,  was  seized  and 
imprisoned,  Bich  being  sent  to  the  tower,  for  their  implication  in  the  plots  of 
Vennor,  the  wine  cooper.  Cromwell,  however  ordered  his  release,  and  haA, 
w>  great  an  opinion  of  him,  as  to  present  him  with  his  portrait,  by  Walker, 
which  descending  to  his  great  grandson,  Sir  Robert  Bich,  Bart.,  was 
presented  by  him  to  the  British  Museum. 
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woman  found."  The  Countess  left  behind  her  a 
diary,  part  of  which  only  has  been  published.  She 
states  she  took  great  delight  in  the  exercise  of  religion 
with  respect  to  meditation  and  prayer,  and  in  the 
society  of  its  Ministers.  She  neither  painted  or 
patched,  or  played  any  games.  Her  favorite  retreat 
was  the  wilaemess,  consisting  of  a  plantation,  and  an 
arbour  at  Leighs.  She  appears  to  have  been  a  truth- 
ful, charitable  woman,  and  kept  a  strict  supervision 
in  religious  matters  over  her  own  household,  servants 
and  weeding  women  in  the  fields.  She  used  to  require 
the  Earl's  nieces  to  repeat  sermons,  and  mentions  Mr. 
Caley's  book  "The  Pleasantness  of  Religion;"  and 
had  a  high  opinion  of  Fox's  book  of  Martjrrs,  dispensed 
medicines  to  the  poor  and  was  very  liberal  to  her 
servants,  and  at  her  death  left  them  many  legacies  from 
£70  to  £400,  according  to  their  length  of  service.  She 
drove  through  London  after  the  great  fire,  and  ex- 
presses her  regret  at  the  catastrophe,  which  destroyed 
89  churches  and  13,200*  houses.  It  appears  she  did 
not  lead  a  very  happy  life  with  her  husband,  who  in 
addition  to  fits  of  gout  and  stone,  which  made  him 
irritable,  passionate  and  violent,  was  a  prophane 
curser  and  swearer,  for  which  she  was  constantly 
reproving  him.  In  this  he  resembled  his  brother 
Hatton,  who,  she  tells  us  swore  dreadfuUy.  The 
Earl  however  had  a  high  opinion  of  her,  although 
at  times  saying  most  cutting  things.  During  the 
life-time  of  his  mother-in-law.  Lady  Manchester,  he 
resided  at  Chelsea,  but  upon  her  death  in  1667, 
inheriting  Warwick  house  in  Holborn,  he  left  his 
wife  sole  executrix,  and  gave  her  the  whole  of  his 
estate  for  life.  To  her  credit,  she  nevertheless,  kept 
everything  in  order  and  repair,  so  careful  was  she 
that  the  next  possessor  should  not  suffer.  She  tells 
us  in  the  diary  that  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  (Monk), 
used  to  visit  Leez.     Hatton  Rich  died  the  last  day  of 
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February,  1671,  and  was  buried  at  Felstead.  She 
had  a  cousin  named  Boteler,  and  a  niece  for  whom 
she  had  a  high  regard,  named  Frances  Jones.  The 
Earl  left  Leez  Prioiy  to  his  eldest  sister's  son,  Robert 
Montagu,  Earl  of  Manchester,  and  the  rest  of  the 
estates,  with  the  exception  of  Warwick  House,*  to  the 
heirs  or  representatives  of  his  three  sisters,  the  ladies 
Manchester,  Radnor  and  Scarsdale,  and  of  his  three 
nieces,  the  ladies  Barrington,  St.  John  and  Notting- 
ham. Eenry^  first  Viscount  St.  John,  who  married 
Mary  Rich,  had  the  manor  of  Rochford  and  the  Hall. 
He  died  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age.  His  son 
Henry  created  Viscount  Solingbroke,  in  1712,  sold  it 
(jointly  with  his  father)  the  same  year,  to  Sir  Richard 
Child,  who  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John 
Thynne,  and  grand  daughter  of  Francis  Tylney,  Esqre. 
This  family  was  descended  from  the  Childs  of 
Worcestershire.  He  was  one  of  the  Knights  in  Parlia- 
ment for  Essex  for  many  years.  In  1731-2,  he  was 
created  Earl  Tylney,  and  his  eldest  son,  in  1734,  by 
act  of  Parliament,  assumed  the  surname  of  Tylney,  by 
reason  of  the  large  estate  which  devolved  to  his  wife. 
Lady  Tylney.  Earl  Tylney  died  in  1 749-50.  Richard, 
his  eldest  son  having  died  before  him,  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  second  son  John^  Earl  Tylney,  who  resided  at 
Wanstead  house,  built  by  his  father,  which  estate 
was  originally  purchased  by  his  ancestor.  Sir  Josiah 
Child,f  died  in  1784  unmarried,  and  left  this  estate 
to  his  nephew,  Sir  James  Tylney  Long,  Bart,  who  died 

•  Warwick  House  in  Holbom  went  to  Robert  Rich,  eon  of  Henry  Rich, 
Earl  of  Holland.  The  widow  of  Edward  Rich,  seventh  Karl  of  Warwick, 
married  Addison.  Upon  his  death-bed  he  sent  tor  the  Earl,  his  wife's  son, 
a  dissolate  young  man,  and  addressed  him  in  the  memorable  words  **  Soo 
with  what  peace  a  Christian  can  die."  The  family  of  Rich  in  the  male 
line  is  now  extinct. 

t  Sir  Josiah  Child  died  in  1699.  There  is  a  sumptuous  marble  monu- 
ment to  his  memory  in  the  chancel  of  Wanstead  Church.  The  arms  are 
"  Gu,  a  chevron  engrailed  Ermine  between  three  eagles  close  Arg.  Crest, 
an  eagle  rising  Arg.  enveloped  round  the  neck  with  a  snake  ppr,  ChildV 


834  THE   niSTORT  OF 

in  1794.  His  son,  Sir  James  TylneyLong,  Bart,  died 
under  age  and  unmarried  in  1805.  Catherine  *  Tylney 
Long,  his  sister  succeeded  him,  and  married 
WiUiam  WeUesley  Pole,  14th  March,  1812,  only 
son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  Right  Hon. 
WeUesley  Pole,  of  Ballyfin,  in  Queens  County, 
Ireland.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Glasse,  rector  of  Wanstead,  her  two  sisters, 
Dorothy  and  Emma,  being  bridesmaids.  The  carriage 
that  received  them  at  the  Church  gate  was  an  elegant 
chariot,  painted  bright  yellow,  and  emblazoned,  and 
drawn  by  four  Arabian  grey  horses,  with  postilions 
with  superb  emblazoned  baoges  in  gold,  emblematic 
of  the  united  arms  of  the  WeUesley  and  Tylney 
families.  They  proceeded  to  the  chateau  at  Black- 
heath,  belonging  to  the  bridegroom's  father,  and  the 
next  day  went  to  Wanstead  house.  Her  wedding 
dress  cost  700  guineas,  the  bonnet  150,  and  the  veU 
200  guineas;  800  wedding  favors  of  silver  were 
distributed,  costing  each  a  guinea  and  a  half.  Her 
jewels  consisted  principally  of  a  brilliant  necklace, 
and  earrings,  the  former  costing  25,000  guineas.  Her 
fortune,  after  providing  for  all  her  servants,  and  giving 
additional  portions  to  her  sisters,  was  £40,000  per 
annum.  This  unfortunate  lady,  for  whose  hand  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  had  been  a  suitor,  lived  to  see  her 
splendid  residence  pulled  down  in  1823,  the  materials 
sold  for  £9,550,  being  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of 
extravagance  and  gambling.  This  mansion  had  no 
equal  in  Essex,  and  hardly  in  Europe,  and  cost,  in 
its  erection  by  Sir  Richard  Child  in  1715,  more  than 
360,000  pounds.  One  room  was  hung  with  tapestry 
representing  Telemachus  and  Calypso,  and  the  battles 

t  She  had  two  sisters,  Dorothy  and  Emma.  Dorothy  died  at  Stoke,  Devon- 
port,  aged  81,  and  Emma  July  1 6th,  1 879.  The  latter  left  her  property  which 
was  considerable,  partly  fco  various  charities,  and  the  residue  to  her  sister  for 
life,  and  th^n  to  her  niece,  Lady  Victoria  Long  WeUesley.  Miss  Emma 
Long  resided  at  Madehurst  lodge,  ue&r  Arundel. 
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of  Alexander.  This  charming  house  was  once  the 
abode  of  Louis  XVIII,  during  a  part  of  his  exile 
from  France.  The  furniture,  china,  pictures,  plate, 
&c.  had  been  sold  in  1822,  the  sale  occupying  32  days, 
amid  the  coarse  and  ribald  jests  of  jews  and  brokers. 
The  house  was  263  feet  in  length,  and  about  75  feet 
in  width.  She  saw  her  unbounded  wealth  squandered, 
and  her  estate  hopelessly  involved,  the  extent  of 
which  was  so  great,  that  the  fleetest  horse  could  not 
speed  from  one  confine  of  it  to  another  in  a  day.  She 
had  been  the  richest  heiress  in  the  kingdom,  but  died 
of  a  broken  heart  at  Richmond,  in  1825,  and  was 
followed  to  the  grave  at  Wanstead  by  her  nurse,  and 
a  few  domestics.  In  spite  of  his  incumbrances,  her 
husband  contested  the  representation  of  the  County 
upon  three  several  occasions,  upon  reform  principles. 
In  1830,  the  unsuccessful  election  cost  him  over 
^23,000.  He  was  described  by  a  contemporary  as  a 
man  of  polished  speech,  £Eiscinating  manners  and  lax 
morals.  In  1831  he  was  elected  owing  to  the  excite- 
ment about  the  reform  bill.  Colonel,  afterwards  Sir 
J.  T.  Tyrell,  Bart.,  his  opponent,  retired  at  the 
close  of  the  6  th  day,  having  conducted  himself 
with  great  good  humour  and  facetiousness,  and  in 
alluding  to  the  fact  of  swearing  by  his  antagonists, 
accused  them  both  of  dealing  in  damsons.  Mr. 
Wellesley  was  on  the  hide  and  seek  till  he  was 
returned,  having  gone  away  to  avoid  his  creditors. 
Lord  Eldon,  as  Lord  Chancellor  had,  some  years 
before,  deprived  him  of  the  custody  of  his  children  by 
his  deceased  wife,  on  the  ground  he  was  morally  unfit 
to  be  entrusted  with  their  charge.  At  the  next 
election  he  was  ousted,  and  a  sense  of  his  moral  unfit- 
ness seemed  to  prevail.  He  bad  married,  in  1828, 
Helena,  third  daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Patterson, 
and  widow  of  Colonel  Bligh,  of  the  Coldstream  Guards. 

E  6. 
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After  supporting  her  husband's  cause  with  great 
spirit  in  his  canvass  as  a  candidate,  he  quarrelled  with 
and  separated  from  her  in  1834,  agreeing  to  allow  her 
£1,500  per  annum,  respecting  which  she  had  great 
litigation,  and  could  not  obtain  payment.  She  died 
in  1869,  aged  76,  after  having  been  an  inmate  of  St. 
George's  Workhouse.  She  was  a  descendant  of  the 
royal  line  of  Plantagenet,  her  ancestor  being  King 
Edward  I.  Mr.  Wellesley  *  succeeded  his  father  in 
the  Earldom  of  Mornington  in  1845,  and  died  in  1857 
a  pensioner  on  the  charity  of  his  relatives,  in  an  obscure 
lodging-house  near  Marylebone-lane.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  son,  William  Richard^  born  at 
Wanstead  house,  in  1813.  Upon  his  death  at  Paris, 
July  25th,  1863,  aged  49  years,  having  survived  his 
younger  brother  James,  and  both  dying  unmarried, 
the  title  devolved  to  his  cousin,  the  Duke  of  WeUing- 
ton.  The  Earl  William  Richard,  left  this  estate  to 
Earl  Cowley,  and  then  to  his  son.  Viscount  DangaD. 
In  1867  the  property  was  sold  at  the  London  Auction 
Mart.  The  mansion,  together  with  408  acres,  partly 
in  Eastwood,  were  purchased  by  James  Tabor,  J.  P., 
for  £25,000.  He  bought  likewise  the  Brick  Kiha 
farm,  consisting  of  149  acres,  and  69  acres  of  arable, 
part  of  Rochford  hall,  abutting  upon  watery  lane  for 
£10,300.  H.  Mew  purchased  one  of  the  Rochford 
hall  fields,  near  the  Rectory,  consisting  of  23  acres  for 
£1600;  other  portions  of  the  estate  being  accomoda- 
tion meadow  land  were  secured  by  Tabor,f  and 
others  at  about  £125  per  acre.  Locks  hill  was  sold 
to  A.  Rodd,  and  California  and  other  property  near 
Salt  bridge  to  George  Wood.    Workhouse  mead  near 

•  The  motto  of  the  Wellesley  family  was  "  Porro  unum  «8t  «Mc«Mar»iink" 
Moreover  one  thing  is  needfaL 

t  James  Tabor's  only  son  James  Albert  Clement  Tabor,  barrister-at-law, 
of  Baddow  Lodge,  died  at  the  early  age  of  40,  Feby.  14th,  1880.  He  married 
his  cousin,  Catherine  Agnes,  daughter  of  Samuel  Webb  Savill,  of  Booking, 
Vly  whom  he  left  a  young  family,  the  eldest  son  is  named  James  Albert 
tabor,  born  m  1867. 
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the  new  schools,  consisting  of  about  10  acres,  was 
sold  to  Mr.  E.  Boreham,  for  £1,240. 

At  this  sale  the  Vendors,  under  a  laudable  desire 
for  preserving  the  fine  avenue  of  trees  in  the  hall  road, 
stipulated  that  a  fine  of  £20  for  each  tree  cut  down, 
should  be  paid  by  the  purchasers  of  the  adjoining 
property  to  themselves  as  Lords  of  the  Manor,  or  to 
any  one  subsequently  becoming  Lord.  The  manor 
has  been  subseouently  sold  to  James  Tabor,  who 
besides  the  copynolds,  claims  a  right  of  tolls  in  the 
market.  The  old  market-house,  which  belonged  to 
the  Earl  of  Momington,  erected  in  1707,  was  pulled 
down  in  1861 ;  the  pump  in  the  square  was  erected 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  in  1820;  the  fair  is  now 
abolished,  but  the  Eernot*  family  have  a  copyhold 
claim  of  a  portion  of  the  soil  in  the  square,  where 
formerly  stood  a  house.  In  1577,  from  a  terrier  of 
the  possessions  of  Sir  Richard  Riche,  Knight  Lord 
Riche,  (Edmund  Noble,  then  bailiff,)  he  claimed 
goods  and  chattels  of  felons,  wreck  of  the  sea,  (as  of 
the  Hundred  of  Rochford,)  and  other  casualties 
whatsoever,  wheresoever  and  howsoever  they  might 
happen.  Rochford  Manor  with  the  members  was 
worth  in  rents  of  Assize,  as  well  of  free  as  of  custom- 
ary tenants  in  divers  towns,  as  well  of  the  aforesaid 
Manor  as  of  other  divers  manors  pertaining  to  the  same 
in  the  charge  of  the  bailiff  by  the  year,  besides  £S  for 
his  fee,  £4  for  the  fee  of  the  keeper  of  the  park  of 
Rochford,  40s.  for  the  annuity  of  Richard  Aylet,  30s. 
for  fees  of  Richard  Garnish  and  John  Hamkyn,  and 
4s.  for  the  wages  or  stipend  of  the  Warden  or  Sacrbt 
of  the  Church  of  Rochford — £17  5s.  lid.  Myntons 
in  Rochford  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Eeale  was  worth 

*  0»o  of  this  family,  Gharle«  Kemot,  emigrated  to  Geelong  about  35 
yean  ago,  and  has  repreaented  that  city  in  the  Colonial  Parliament  for 
aeyeral  setsiona.  Seyeral  relatiTes  named  White  and  Copping  accompanied 
Mm.  The  latter  lived  at  Bochford  Hall,  fiream  Creek,  bo  named  afUr  tha 
niidt&oe  of  Lord  Rich  in  thia  parish^ 
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£7  Us.  per  annum.  A  tenement  called  the  Tyle 
Kyll  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  King,  worth  in  the 
farm  of  the  same  408,  and  Strowdewick  in  William 
Bourne  £4  lOs.  4d. 

The  tenancy,  residence  and  possession  of  Rochford 
hall  has  been  the  ambition  of  many  an  aspiring  agri- 
culturist, but  it  has  been  the  pedestal  upon  which  the 
hopes  of  many  families  have  been  wrecked.  Those 
seated  in  the  hall  of  the  Butlers,  the  Boleyns  and  the 
Rich's  were  naturally  expected  to  attain  magisterial 
honours,  and  possibly  to  the  coveted  position  of  Chair- 
man, to  take  a  lead  in  select  coteries  and  public  balls,* 
to  exercise  hospitality  to  half  the  clergy  and  the 
magnates  of  the  hundred;  to  this  may  be  added  a 
generous  patronage  of  the  surrounding  tradesmen, 
and  upon  grand  occasions  to  fulfil  the  honours  of  the 
Hall,  and  to  entertain  any  Nabob  that  presented 
himself.  To  occupy  this  farm  and  maintain  the 
traditions  of  the  place,  requires  a  man  of  courage, 
capacity  and  an  independent  income.  Where  are  the 
families  of  those  who  have  lived  here?  they  are  dis- 
persed to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth.  They  are  to  be  found  in  Ireland, 
Australia  and  India,  hewing  to  themselves  fresh  tracks 
to  fortune  and  position. 

The  "Kings  Court  of  the  manor  of  Kings  Hill," 
or  the  "Seignory  of  Kings  Hill,"  known  as  the 
Lawless  Court,  the  Whispering  Court  and  the  Cock- 
crowing  Court,  is  now  held  at  this  town,  and  has 
been  so  held  for  about  235  years,  but  the  existing 
rolls  of  the  deputy  Steward  go  no  further  back  than 
1758.  There  were  formerly  two  courts  sine  lege 
called  the  Great  and  the  Little  Lawless  Court.  The 
Court  now  held  is  the  Great  Lawless  Court,  and  the 

•  At  these  balls  or  assemblies  as  they  were  called,  the  party  oooasionally 
divided  themselves  into  cliques,  the  crime  dancing  together,  and  sometimes 
sitting  down  when  tho  vis-a-vis  were  considered  below  the  standard.  These 
parties  of  pleaaare  nsnally  caused  great  heart  burnings. 
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other  is  either  blended  with  this,  or  discontinued  and 
extinct.  The  little  Lawless  Court  was  formerly  held 
on  Rope  Monday  in  Hoke  tide.  The  Great  Lawless 
Court  is  held  yearly,  on  the  Wednesday  (before  day) 
next  after  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael,  the  Archangel. 
This  Court  was  originally  held  at  King's  hill,  in  Ray- 
leigh,  but  was  transferred  by  the  2nd  Earl  of  Warwick 
because  he  "  would  have  it  so."  Morant  says  it  is 
kept  at  King's  Hill,  (Rochford),  in  the  yard  of  a  house 
once  belonging  to  —  Crips,  gent.,  and  afterwards  to 
Robert  Hackshaw,*  of  London,  merchant,  and  to  Mr. 
John  Buckle.  This  Robert  Hackshaw  married  Jane 
Buckle,  who  left  an  only  surviving  daughter,  Jane 
Hackshaw,  who  marriea  Josiah  Jeffreyes.  Their 
daughter,  Sarah  Hackshaw  Jeffreyes  married  Isaac 
Taylor.  Their  eldest  son  was  Charles  Taylor,  whose 
grandson,  Charles  Taylor,  of  28,  Sutherland  Square, 
London,  is  now  in  possession  of  the  property. 

Tradition  represents  the  origin  of  this  Court  as 
arising  from  a  conspiracy  against  the  Lord  of  the  Manor, 
projected  during  his  absence  and  overheard  by  himself 
on  his  way  home.  As  a  punishment,  he  ordered  that 
all  the  tenants  on  his  manor  should  ever  afterwards 
assemble  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  night  on  the  same 
spot  (at  Rayleigh),  where  the  conspirators  met,  and 
do  homage  for  their  lands.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
transfer  of  the  site  was  a  great  convenience,  as  the 
original  place  of  meeting  at  Rayleigh,  was  a  mile  or 
so  from  a  public-house,  and  must  have  been  a  most 
dreary  spot,  the  approach  to  which  was  deplorable, 
up  a  miry  lane,  in  a  primitive  state.  This  spot  upon 
a  dark  and  rainy  night,  surrounded  by  the  roughs 
of  the  district,  must  have  given  the  homagers  attend- 

*  This  18  only  a  remnant  of  the  large  estates  possessed  by  Bobert  Hack- 
shaw, or  Hawkflhaw,  which  were  afterwards  diminished  by  mismanagement 
during  a  minority,  some  of  the  title  deeds  being  destroyed  by  Backle's 
children.  Hawkshaw  lived  somewhere  in  Essex,  at  an  old  place  called  the 
Turret  House.    A  hoase  so-called  exists  hi  Bayleigh.    See  Hockley. 
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ing,  the  blues,  which  the  fames  of  the  punch  imbibed 
could  hardly  dissipate.  At  the  present  day  a  supper  ia 
provided  at  the  King's  Head  Inn,  Rochford,  the  guests, 
one  of  whom  has  been  known  to  attend  for  more  than 
50  years,  are  generally  about  ten  to  fifteen  in  number. 
This  repast  consists  of  boiled  fowls,  a  boiled  leg  of 
mutton  with  caper  sauce  (according  to  precedent), 
with  vegetables,  and  ale,  plum  pudding,  apple  tarts 
and  sweets.  AJfter  supper  the  guests  are  regaled  with 
a  large  bowl  of  sweet  punch,  served  with  a  silver 
ladle  containing  a  coin  of  King  George  II ;  pipes  and 
tobacco  are  then  introduced,  then  another  bowl,  and 
again  another.  This  steaming  potion  is  composed  of 
rum,  brandy,  port,  sherry,  shrub,  spruce,  hot  water, 
lemon  and  sugar  galore.  I'he  toast  of  the  Queen  is 
then  given,  after  which  songs  *  are  sung  and  hilarity 
prevails.  Preparations  are  now  made  for  a  march  to 
the  whispering  post,  which  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
Stewards  rolls  in  1772.  The  present  post  erected  in 
1867,  and  of  wood,  exactly  resembles  the  former  one, 
and  is  about  five  feet  high,  the  top,  spike  shaped  to  re- 
present the  flame  of  a  candle.  It  is  the  etiquette  of 
this  Court  that  no  one  but  the  Chairman  should 
consult  his  watch,  and  after  midnight  he  quietly  arises, 
puts  on  his  hat  and  coat,  opens  the  door  and  stands  a 
few  minutes  as  if  listening  for  the  Cock  to  crow.  The 
guests  follow  his  example  by  robing  themselves. 
While  standing  up,  at  some  secret  signal  a  man  appears 
having  across  his  shoulder  a  large  heavy  stake  or  fire 
brand  blazing  for  a  foot  and  a  half  of  its  length,  also 
others  carrying  links.  These  proceed  to  the  street, 
the  homagers  following  the  Steward  in  procession, 
around  whom  are  a  crowd  of  lads  and  men  cock  crow- 
ing with  all  their  might.  Arrived  at  the  place  of 
penance  in  a  grassy  meadow  the  tenants  kneel  round 

•  One  of  these  waa  composed  by  the  late  W.  H.  Black,  F  S.A.«  (HfkriLdH^ 
and  which  according  to  his  request  is  not  reprinted. 
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the  white  pillar.  The  Steward  then  in  a  low  but 
distinct  whisper  reads  from  the  roll  the  following 
proclamation,  "  0  yes !  0  yes !  0  yes !  All  manner 
of  persons  that  do  owe  suit  and  service  to  this  Court 
now  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  manor  of  King's  hill, 
in  the  Hundred  of  Rochford,  draw  near  and  give  your 
attendance  and  perform  your  several  suits  and  services 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor.  God  save 
the  Queen."  He  then  proceeds  to  call  the  names  of 
the  fourteen  tenants  on  the  roll,  who  answer  either 
themselves  or  by  deputy  '*  Here  Sir."  All  having 
satisfied  the  summons,  and  no  defaulters  to  be  mulcted 
in  double  fines  for  every  hour's  absence,  the  Steward 
in  low  and  mysterious  accents  makes  the  following 
declaration, — "0  yes !  0  yes !  0  yes !  AH  persons 
that  have  appeared  at  this  court  have  leave  to  depart 
hence,  keeping  their  day  and  hour  on  a  new  summons. 
God  save  the  Queen."  The  fire  brand  is  then  extin- 
guished on  the  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  post.  Out  of 
the  embers  in  old  time,  pieces  were  taken  to  mark 
a  tally  for  the  attendance  and  rent.  The  link  bearers 
now  rush  forward  and  beat  their  torches  against  the 
post  to  extinguish  them,  but  this  is  an  innovation 
forbidden  by  the  steward,  whilst  a  clamour  of  cock-a- 
whoops  arises  in  all  keys  from  those  present.  The 
members  of  the  court  return  by  a  different  course  to 
the  King's  Head,  where,  if  license  has  been  obtained, 
another  bowl  of  punch  is  indulged  in,  the  guests  quit- 
ting at  one  in  the  morning.  The  minutes  of  this 
court  were  formerly  made  with  a  coal,  but  pen  and 
ink  are  now  substituted^  There  are  now  14  lands  that 
pay  quit  rents  to  this  Seignory,  12  of  which  are 
manors.  The  rents,  which  are  all  free,  scarcely  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  supper  and  its  adjuncts,  as  the 
Uabilities  on  other  property  is  now  extinguished.  The 
total  amount  of  the  fourteen  rents  is  only  £5  68., 
increased  to  £6  IBs.  2d.  by  certain  fees.     The  present 
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owner  of  this  manor  is  Alfred  Wyatt  Digby,  of  66, 
Gresham  Street,  London,  who  purchased  it  in  1869, 
in  conjunction  with  Ray  leigh  Honor,  of  the  late  Robert 
Bristow,  For  further  particulars  of  this  Court  see 
Rayleigh,  page  705. 

Dogett  or  Doccet,  another  reputed  manor  here,  took 
its  name  from  an  ancient  family,  who  possessed  it  for 
several  centuries.  In  1305,  Robert  Dogett  and  Alice 
his  wife  held  here  one  messuage  and  26  acres  of  arable 
purchased  by  Beatrix  Dogett,  and  60  acres  purchased 
by  John  Rocheford,  holden  of  the  King  as  of  the 
Honor  of  Reylie.  John  Dogett  held  it  in  1338. 
William  Doggett  had  it  temp  EUz.  Doggetts,*  Combes, 
Upwick  and  other  parcels  belonged  to  Robert,  Earl 
of  Warwick  in  161 9,  as  appears  by  the  inquisition  then 
taken.  Great  Doggetts,  situated  principally  in  Roch- 
ford|  but  extending  into  Little  Stambridge,  upon 
which  is  an  excellent  residence,  with  extensive  gardens, 
and  five  cottages,  one  of  which  is  near  the  Bobbing 
pond,  an  ornamental  lake  studded  with  islands, 
surrounded  by  a  beautifully  shaded  walk,  together 
with  349  acres,  of  land  was  sold  in  1867,  upon  the 
death  of  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  to  William  Taylor 
Meeson,  for  £19,150.  For  an  account  of  this  family 
see  Rawreth. 

Little  Doggetts  is  mentioned  in  old  writings  with 
Great  Doggetts,  and  is  in  the  parish  of  Canewdon.  It 
has  been  in  the  same  hands  from  time  immemorial 
and  at  the  sale  of  the  Rochford  Estate,  was  sold  to 
the  late  Henry  Mew  for  £7,500.  It  consists  of  121 
acres,  and  the  apportioned  rent  was  j£l30.  It  now 
belongs  to  Huntley  Bacon,  his  nephew.  This  was  the 
farm  upon  which  such  a  multitude  of  rats  congregated 
that  the  roof's  of  the  stacks  fell  in,  and  attracted  people 
from   far   and   near  to  witness  the  prowess  of  their 

•  In  1677,  Doghetta  and  Upwick  in  the  tenure  of  Edward  Rawlyn,  William 
Payuter  and  Joiin  Freebarn,  were  let  at  £J0  ISs.  4d.  per  asBum. 
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respective  terriers.  The  final  test  of  the  thrashing 
machine  disclosed  little  com,  but  thousands  of  the 
vermin  perished,  and  those  which  escaped  fell  by  poison 
and  traps  of  the  neighbouring  farmers.  In  a  bean 
stack  on  another  farm  1,200  rats  were  killed. 

"  Coombes,"  or  Blue  house  farm  is  another  manor, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  in  Rochford  parish,  but 
it  extends  into  Great  and  Little  Stambridge,  and 
formerly  into  Eastwood.  The  House,  which  is  in 
Little  Stambridge  is  surrounded  by  a  moat.  It  an- 
ciently belonged  to  Mary  Carey,  daughter  of  Sir 
Thonias  BuUen.  In  1577,  Combes  manor  with  the 
appurtenances  was  in  the  tenure  of  Edmund  Grantham, 
at  the  rent  of  £10  2s.  8d.  per  annum.  It  descended 
as  Rochford  Hall  to  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  and  was 
sold  in  1867  (136  acres)  to  John  Offord,  for  £6,860, 
who  subsequently  sold  Lodge  field  (9  acres,  3  roods) 
to  Arthur  Carey,  and  upon  it  was  erected  the  steam 
works  of  Messrs  Carey  and  Stilwell.  The  remainder 
now  belongs  to  Charlotte  Reeve,  wife  of  John  Reeve, 
of  Sutton.  A  lane,  called  Mill  lane,  formerly  existed 
through  this  property,  leading  from  Rochford  towards 
Stambridge  Mill  lane.  Another  portion  of  this  farm 
(8  acres)  had  been  converted  into  a  brickfield,  and 
granted  on  a  lease  to  a  Mr.  Daniel,  at  £S2  3s.  6d. 
per  annum,  and  a  royalty  of  £T5  for  a  million  of 
bricks,  whether  made  or  not,  and  of  Is.  6d.  per  1,000 
on  bricks  &c.  made  over  and  above  such  million. 
This  field  now  belongs  to  Elizabeth  Carey,  wife  of 
Arthur  Carey. 

Grested,  Cristed  or  Cristell  hall,*  now  called  Gusted 
hall  stands  amongst  woods  in  an  elevated  position 
about  a  mile  west  from  the  Church.  Roger  Darcie, 
who  died  September  3rd,  1508,  held  this  manor  with 
appurtenances  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond  as  of  his  manor 

•  A  right  of  waj  throngh  a  portion  of  this  property,  called  the''  Sombt" 
leads  to  the  pariah  of  Eastwood. 
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of  Rochford.  It  seems  to  have  taken  its  name  from 
Peter  Gristede,  who  flourished  circa  1338.  This  estate 
in  1556  was  in  WiUiam  Harrys,  who  was  living  in  1558, 
but  his  fate  is  obscure,  and  there  is  nothing  further 
known  of  him.  He  held  this  manor  of  the  Lord  Riche 
as  of  his  honor  of  Rayleigh  by  the  service  of  the 
twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  This  family  of  Har- 
ris attained  great  opulence  and  importance.  They 
were  descended  from  William  Harris,  *  of  Prittlewell, 
who  was  father  of  Arthur  who  married  Joan,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Percy,  second  son  of  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland, whose  son,  William  Harris,  lived  in  a  large 
brick  house  at  Cricksea,  in  a  pleasant  park  well  stored 
with  timber.  He  died  21  Sept.,  1556,  and  was  father  of 
WiUiam^  above-named,  who  had  the  great  house  at 
Prittlewell,  a  tenement  in  Rochford  styled  Stebbyns, 
and  estates  in  Hockley,  South  Fambridge,  Leigh  and 
Southminster.  It  was  afterwards  in  Arthur  Harris 
and  Edward  Harris,  who  likewise  held  a  marsh  called 
Beckney,  in  Ashingdon,  Smalporte  gore  and  Temple 
marsh  containing  200  acres,  a  marsh  called  Lands-end 
in  Althorne,  Betts  in  Hockley,  and  '*  Gene  mede  "  in 
Maulden.  Christopher  Harrys,  of  Shenfield  in  Mar- 
garetting,  held  likewise  Gristell  hall  and  Beckneys« 
He  died  in  1570,  and  then  '^  Gristle  hall"  was  in  his 
son  Christopher,  who  died  in  1571,  then  in  his  brother 
William,  near  three  years  old;  who  was  afterwards 
knighted,  and  died  in  1634,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
cousin  Christopher.  Gusted  Hall  proper  containing 
about  135  acres,  in  1840  was  in  John  Alliston.  It 
was  sold  in  1856,  to  the  late  George  Wood,  Solicitor, 
of  Rochford,  who  subsequently  made  several  additions 
to  the  property,  buying  *'  New  England ''  about  thirty 
acres,  from  John  Copland,  in  1847,  Overhills  wood,  of 

•  Of  ihiB  family  was  Sir  Oranmer  HarriB,  of  Crioksey,  knighted  in  16S9, 
whose  danghter  Martha  at  the  age  of  19.  married  Charles  Mildmay,  bring- 
ing with  her  Woodham  Mortimer  Place  Manor ;  of  this  marriage  was  a 
danghter,  Martha^  who  married  Sir  Charles  Tyrell,  of  Heron. 
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Robert  Bristow,  in  1867,  several  small  closes,  one  of 
which  is  called  Tapes,  at  the  sale  of  the  Kochford 
estate  in  1867,  and  about  16  acres  of  Common  from 
the   trustees  of  William   Richard   Arthur,  Earl   of 
Momington,  in  1868,  besides  other  portions  formerly 
in   Comport,  Fumer  and  Askew.      Ousted  hall  was 
enriched  by  Mr.  Wood,  who  laid  out  a  considerable 
sum  in  choice  shrubs,  plantations  and  fruit  trees.    He 
was  a  great  Horticulturist,  his  knowledge  of  botany 
was  extensive,  and  he  possessed  a  valuable  library. 
He  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Wood,  who  is  described 
in  **  Wonderful  Characters  "  as  the  abstemious  miller. 
He  lived  at  Billericay^  and  an  account  of  him  was 
likewise  drawn  up  by  Sir  George  Baker,  and  inserted 
in  -the   second  volume  of  the  Medical  Transactions. 
He  was  born  in  1719,  and  was  a  remarkable  example 
of  a  spare   diet  renovating   a  constitution  subject  to 
various  disorders.      He  was  rheumatic,  and  up  to  the 
age  of  44  indulged  in  fat  meat,  butter,  cheese  and 
strong  ale.      He  was  then  very  corpulent,  and  had 
heart-burn,  pains  in  his  head,  a  constant  thirst,  and 
frequent  attacks  of  gout,  and  a  sense  of  suffocation. 
At  this  time  he  was  advised  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Powley 
to  read  the  "  life  of  Cornaro,"  ♦  which  he  accordingly 
did,  and  commenced  restricting  himself  to  one  pint  of 
ale  every  day,  and  using  animal  food  sparingly.     He 
got  so  much  better  that  he  ultimately  drank  nothing 
but  water,  and  ate  light  meat.    At  length  he  abstained 
altogether  from  drink,  except  in  the  form  of  medicine. 
He  then  avoided  cheese  and  butter,  and  animal  flesh, 
and  confined  himself  to  pudding,  made  of  sea  biscuit. 
He  generally  went  to  bed  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, and  rose  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.     By 
this'  regimen  he   established   his  health,  whilst  his 
spirits  were  liyely ;  he  became  strong  and  could  carry 

*  Lewis  Comaro's  ''Methods  of  attaining  a  long  and  healthful  life/*  waa 
pnblished  with  a  portrait  taken  at  the  age  of  100. 


846  THB  HI8T0RT  OF 

great  weights,  and  was  restored  to  perfect  health,  and 
prolonged  an  impaired  constitution  to  the  age  of  63. 
Finding  the  use  of  liquids  in  his  own  case  unnecessary, 
he  pursued  the  same  system  in  fatting  pigs  and  never 
allowed  those  animals  to  drink,  and  was  rewarded  by 
the  excellence  of  his  pork,  which  was  valued  for  its 
whiteness  and  firnmes^t.  George  Wood,  of  Rochford, 
his  descendant  died  in  1877.  His  valuable  library 
was  sold  at  Chelmsford,  and  comprised  rare  and  costly 
works  in  almost  every  department  of  literature. 
A  fine  edition  in  103  volumes  of  "  Curtis's  Botanical 
Magazine  with  Index,"  was  sold  for  £99.  Sibthorp's 
Flora  GroBca  J658.  The  total  number  of  volumes  was 
3,250,  which  realised  £770.  His  trustees  and  those 
of  his  father-in-law,  Thomas  Merryfield,  sold  Ousted 
Hall,  together  with  New  England  and  the  other 
properties  before  enumerated  in  1881,  to  Abraham 
Barnard  Luck,  of  Lewisham,  Ironmonger. 

Great  Brays  extends  into  Ashingdon,  Hawkwell 
and  Little  Stambridge,  but  the  residence  is  in  Roch- 
ford. Previous  to  1819  it  belonged  to  Thomas  Eeyes 
and  others,  and  was  sold  in  that  year  to  Daniel 
Shirley,  6f  Barking,  Grazier,  who  left  it  to  his  son 
Daniel,  of  Lime  Street,  who  bequeathed  it  to  his  son 
Thomas  Shirley,  of  New  Bridge  Street,  Blackfriars, 
London,  Wine  Merchant,  whose  Assignees  sold  it  on 
22nd  October,  1834,  to  William  Prevost,  of  Kings 
Road,  Bedford  Row,  Middlesex.  He  died  29th  Sept., 
1836,  and  the  Trustees  of  his  Will  sold  it  in  1870  to 
William  Taylor  Meeson,  of  Doggetts,  who  afterwards 
sold  two  small  fields  in  Little  Stambridge  to  Benjamin 
Moss,  of  Ashingdon. 

Little  Brays,  formerly  in  John  Dowler,  is  now  in 
Alfred  White,  owner  of  Ashingdon  Hall. 

"  Evans,"  otherwise  "  Parries  "  situated  at  Stroud 
""-reen,  was  formerly  in  George  Davis  Carr,  who  was 

nitted  to  it  in  1800,  as  a  copyholder  of  Rochford 
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Hall  manor.  In  1840  Anne  Wynne  was  owner,  it 
Was  subsequently  in  Browne  and  Heawood,  of  80, 
Mark  Lane,  Cornfactors.  It  was  sold  in  1865  by 
direction  of  the  Executrix  of  Michael  Comport,* 
Solicitor,  and  is  now  in  John  Thomas  Chapman,  late 
of  the  "  King's  Head,"  Rochford,  who  is  resident. 

"  Pelhams,"  or  "  Bowers  "  in  1840  was  in  Anne 
Wynne,  nke  Fry,  widow  of  John  Wynne,  of  Garthmelio, 
North  Wales.  It  was  sold  to  the  late  Thomas  Worrin, 
of  the  Temple,  Sutton,  who  left  it  to  his  eldest  daughter 
Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Archer,  late  of  Basildon. 

**  Golden  Cross,"  extending  into  Ashingdon  and 
Hawkwell,  formerly  belonged  to  the  late  William 
Cockerton,  of  New  House,  Sutton.  After  his  death 
it  was  sold  in  1868,  to  the  late  William  Hugh  Rankin,t 
of  Broom  HiUs.  His  daughter  Elizabeth  was  first 
wife  of  Thomas  King,  Surgeon  of  Rochford,  who 
is  now  owner. 

The  Nursery,  two  acres  and  a  haL^  formerly  in  James 
Crick,  in  1840  was  in  Sarah  Crick.  It  is  situate  near 
Swaines. 

"  Swaines  tenement "  in  1577  was  in  the  tenure  of 
Henry  Golefax,  and  let  at  £h  10s.  6d.  per  annum.  It 
was  part  of  the  estates  of  the  Rich  family.  Earls  of 
Warwick.:):     At  the  late  sale,  all  the  land  on  the  east 

•  BraiiB  waa  used  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comport,  as  a  mral  retreat  in  gammer 
time  for  liaj-making,  &o.  It  was  at  one  time  inhabited  bj  the  late  Kot. 
Thomas  Soratton,  Beotor  of  Sutton. 

t  Jane  Naamith,  his  widow  died  May  24th,  1879,  aged  70  years. 

X  Sinoe  writing  the  aoooant  of  Frances  Bioh  and  her  elopement  with 
Captain  Cammock,  we  haTe  been  referred  by  Bey.  Henry  L.  Elliot,  to  Kimbers 
Baronetage,  (1771),  where  he  states  that  the  two  daughters  of  Lord  Bioh 
who  died  in  1580-1  were,  Ftanesi  married  to  Thomas  Gammook,  of  Layer 
Mamey,  in  Essex,  and  Elizi^th  to  —  Castleton.  On  the  monument  at 
Maldon  are  three  sheilds.  ▲  in  the  centre.  B  to  the  dexter.  0  to  the 
sinister.  On  A  are  the  arms  of  Cammodks.  On  B,  Owfwmt^cke  impaling, 
Qoarterly  1st.  ga.  a  cher,  between  three  crosses  botonn^e  or.  BicK  2  and 
3  Baldry.  (for  his  second  wife)  On  G.  ComimodiM,  impaling,  Qoarterly  1st 
WfrUy.  2  and  8.  Wake  f  (for  his  first  wife).  It  frill  be  seen  by  this  that 
the  arms  of  Bioh  are  not  recorded  quite  accurately  in  Harl.  MS.,  as  the 
oroasea  are  there  blaioned  crosslets,  but  on  this  monument  and  elsewhere, 
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side,  adjoining  Doggetts,  consisting  of  98  acres,  was 
sold  for  £5,000  to  W.  T.  Meeson,  and  the  rest  of  the 
farm  including  the  house,  33  acres,  situated  in  Hawk- 
well,  was  subsequently  acquired  by  that  Gentleman. 

The  malting  and  several  fields  formerly  the  property 
of  Golden  N.  Prentice,  of  Eavleigh,  were  left  by  him  to 
his  eldest  son,  (by  hiis  third  wtfie),  Samuel  Prentice, 
QtC,  of  the  South  Eastern  Circuit,  appointed  Recorder 
of  Maidstone,  in  1879,  and  Judge  of  the  Shoreditch 
and  Bow  County  Courts  in  1884.  He  has  frequently 
sat  as  Chairman  of  the  Middlesex  Sessions.  He  is 
author  of  "  Prentice's  Action  at  Law,'*  "  Prentice's 
Criminal  Procedure."  Editor  of  *'  Russell  on  Crimes," 
*'  Abbott  on  Shipping,"  and  other  legal  works.  For 
several  years  he  received  the  early  portion  of  his 
education,  together  with  the  Author  at  the  scholastic 
establishment  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Jackson,  of  Addison 
Row,  Kensington. 

"  Stroud  Green  House,"  now  called  the  Lawn  is  an 
estate  pleasantly  situated  on  a  rising  ground  at  the 
west  end  of  the  parish,  comprising  a  park,  within 
which  is*the  residence  of  Arthur  Tawke,*  J.P.  On 
the  northern  side  is  a  large  wood  called  Potash  Wood. 
This  estate  some  90  years  ago  consisted  of  a  farm 
of  about  50  acres,  having  an  ordinary  farm-house  upon 
it,  which  was  at  one  time  used  as  an  Inn,  caUe^d 
^^  Mother  Shipton,"  and  the  coach  road  between  Roch- 
ford  and  Rayleigh  used  to  skirt  the  common  in  front 
of  the  house,  when  the  Carrs  had  possession  of  the 
property,  who  enclosed  a  portion  of  the  common, 
diverted  the  road  and  built  a  handsome  suite  of  rooms 

•  Horant  writing  about  Boohford  pariBh,  Mys  (amo&git  other  owners) 
that  Arthur  Toohe  hae  lands  here. 

especially  on  the  tomb  of  the  first  Lord  Kioh  at  Felstead,  the  crosses  are 
botonn^e. 

▲  record  of  seyeral  yiotories  by  sea,  by  the  Noble  Admiral  Robert,  third 
Sari  of  Warwick,  was  published  in  1647,  and  was  so  obnosioos  to  Charles 
IL  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  oommon  hansman  after  the 
Bestoration. 
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in  front  of  the  old  housci  and  the  present  owner,  Arthur 
Tawke,  a  few  years  ago,  pulled  down  the  old  part  and 
built  suitable  rooms  to  correspond  with  Carr's  front, 
and  has  otherwise  improved  the  property,  which  now 
consists  of  about  110  acres  of  the  original  estate  and 
copyhold  enclosures,  a  farm  of  65  acres  lying  to  the 
south,  purchased  by  the  late  Mrs.  Prevost,  and  of  the 
Potash  Wood,  recently  added  by  the  present  owner  by 
purchase  from  Robert  Bristow.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century  this  estate  was  then  in  a 
Mr.  Tawke,  who  died  in  1813,  Upon  his  marriage 
this  Mr.  Tawke  reserved  to  himself  a  life  interest  in 
this  property,  the  reversion  to  the  issue  of  the  marriage. 
He  had  an  only  child,  a  Miss  Tawke,  who  successfully 
conducted  a  Ladies  School  at  Dulwich,  and  afterwards 
married  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prevost,  Rector  of  Tisbury, 
Wilts.  Mr.  Tawke  sold  his  life  interest  to  Backhouse 
Carr,*  who  died  1st  October,  1796,  aged  68  years,  and 
Anne,  his  wife  19th  March,  the  same  year,  aged  61 
years.  His  interest  in  the  property  then  passed  to 
his  son,  George  Davis  Carr,  a  Major  in  the  Essex 
Militia.  It  seems  that  neither  Backhouse  Carr  nor  his 
son  appears  to  have  known  how  the  matter  really  stood, 
neither  did  Mr.  Tawke  inform  his  daughter,  but  upon 
the  Major  taking  his  deeds  to  a  Solicitor,  in  order  to 
raise  money  upon  them,  a  discovery  was  made,  and 
an  action  of  ejectment  to  decide  the  question,  f  which 
created  no  little  sensation  at  the  time  in  the  County,) 
was  tried  at  the  Chelmsford  Assizes  in  1816  or  1817; 
and  as  the  Major  had  no  real  defence,  the  verdict  went 
against  him,  and  Miss  Tawke  was  put  into  possession 

•  He  U  called  *'  Bacchos  Carr  "  in  the  Eoohford  Eegisters.  See  Hawk- 
well.  p.  267  and  271.  There  are  monnmenta  to  the  Baokhoose  and  Oarr 
families,  with  arms  in  the  Chnroh  of  All  Saints,  Maldon.  William  Back, 
house  eb.  1693 — a  shield  charged  with  a  saltire.  Crest^  an  eagle  displayed. 
The  slab  for  the  family  of  Carr,  partly  oorered  by  steps  leading  to  the 
Sacrarinm;  dates  1700  and  1707  visible.  On  a  cheyron  8  mallets;  im- 
paling, a  chevron  between  3  bucks  tripping,  charged  with  a  mallet  between 
2  cinque  foils. 
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of  the  property.  The  major  is  said  to  have  died  of  a 
broken  heart,  and  quite  imbecile  at  Chehnsford,  30th 
January,  1822,  aged  52  years,  and  was  buried  with 
his  father  and  mother  in  the  family  vault  at  Rochford. 
His  sister,  who  lived  with  him  at  Stroud  Green*  was 
an  excellent  horsewoman,  and  has  been  known  to  make 
one  journey  of  the  ride  between  there  nnd  London. 
She  retired  after  the  action,  and  lived  with  a  Miss 
Hales,  at  Danbury,  where  she  died.  The  father  of 
the  present  owner  of  the  property  was  named  Christian 
Tuck.  He  was  in  business  as  a  Rope  maker,  at  St. 
George's  in  the  east,  where  he  acquired  a  handsome 
fortune ;  he  retired  from  business  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  and  went  to  reside  at  Croydon,  where  he 
died  in  1844.  Christian  Tuck's  father  married  a 
distant  relation  of  Miss  Tawle's^  of  Dulwich,  through 
whom  C.  Tuck  became  Miss  Tawke's  nearest  surviving 
relation,  and  on  her  becoming  the  possessor  of  the 
Stroud  Green  estate,  he  took  the  name  of  Tawke,  and 
at  her  death  she  left  it  to  his  only  son,  the  present 
owner,  entailing  it  on  him  and  his  heirs.  Christian 
Tuckf  was  thnce  married,  by  his  first  and  last  wives 
he  had  no  children;  by  his  second  wife,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Gillman,  of  Chigwell,  Essex,  he 
had  an  only  child,  Arthur  Tawke,  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  estate,  born  in  1817,  educated  under 
Dr.  Spurdens,  Head  Master  of  North  Walsham  Gram- 
mer  School,  (who  had  married  a  sister:);  of  Mrs. 
Christian  Tawke),  and  he  passed  to  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  took  an  M.D.   degree  (1844),  and 

^  The  Lawn  mm  for  many  yean  the  reaidenoe  of  the  Kebbell  family. 
John  Kebbell  farmed  Naae  Wiok,  in  FonlneH.  He  died  October  26th,  1827. 
Ann,  his  widow  died  at  43,  Lansdowne  place,  Brighton,  in  1879,  aged  8S. 
It  was  afterwards  inhabited  by  John  English,  of  Little  Stambridge,  brewer. 

t  Memorials  and  Members  of  the  Tuck  funlly  are  to  be  fonnd  at  Hod* 
deston,  in  Herts  s  at  Edmonton,  Woodford  and  Waltham,  in  Essex. 

t  She  died  at  (he  Lawn,  Rochford,  some  years  ago.    See  inscriptions. 


ROCHFORD   HUNDRED.  851 

afterwards  practised  as  a  Physician  at  Norwich,  where 
he  was  known  as  the  mad  Doctor.  During  his  resi- 
dence there  he  married  1st  in  1845,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Edward  Smyth,  manager  of  the  Bank  of  England 
Branch  at  Norwich,  and  niece  of  Professor  Smyth, 
of  Cambridge,  and  by  her  he  had  a  son,  Arthur 
Christian,  born  1846,  and  now  a  Captain  in  the 
British  Army;  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Hannah, 
married  at  Kensington  Parish  Church  to  Starling  M. 
Benson,  17th  Lancers.  Mr.  Tawke  married  2nd  in 
1852,  Augusta  Mary,  daughter  of  Col.  J.  P.  Hamilton, 
Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  of  Bath.  By  her  he  has  a 
daughter  Augusta.  Mr.  Tawke  ♦  is  a  M.D.,  a  J, P. 
and  D.L.  of  the  County  of  Essex,  Major  3rd  Adminis- 
trative Battalion  Essex  Rifle  Volunteers,  and  late 
Captain  7th  Essex  Rifle  Volunteers,  and  member  of 
the  Carlton  Club,  S.W. 

Christ's  Hospital  has  4  acres,  2  roods,  31  poles  of 
arable  in  the  Ashingdon  road  beyond  Golden  Cross. 

The  Master  and  Fellows  of  S"*..  John's  College, 
Cambridge  have  8  acres,  1  rood,  3  poles  of  wood 
land,  near  Gusted  Hall,  called  Rawreth  Hall  wood. 

The  Governors  of  the  Charter  House  have  5  acres, 
2  roods,  30  poles  of  wood  land  called  Dark  wood  in  the 
same  vicinity.  Thomas  Sutton,  the  founder  of  the 
Charter  House  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  a  man 
whose  greed  for  gold  was,  until  he  became  aged, 
insatiable,  but  who  for  all  his  covetousness  was  no 
miser.  In  his  living  he  was  indeed  profuse ;  he  is  said 
to  have  been  the  original  of  Volpone  in  Ben  Johnson's 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  Major  Tawke  has  departed  thid  life,  May  11th 
1884,  alter  great  suffering,  aged  67  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  family  vault 
at  Bochford.  About  1600  persona  attended  the  funeral.  By  his  request 
he  was  carried  to  the  grave  in  one  of  his  own  waggons,  decked  with  ever- 
greens. Amongst  other  wreaths,  the  members  of  the  Constabulary  sent  one 
as  a  token  of  respect,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  whom  Mr.  Tawke  was  Chairman,  a  feeling  address  of  condolence  and 
sympathy  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Tawke  on  her  bereavement. 

E    7. 
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play  of  "  The  Fox/'  but  growing  weary  at  last  of 
money  grasping,  he  wisely  followed  Bishop  Hall's 
advice,  "  not  to  be  afraid  of  being  too  happy  too  soon." 
and  surrendered  his  beloved  wealth  for  the  endowment 
of  a  magnificent  Charity.  His  monument  at  the 
Charter  House  was  executed  by  Nicolas  Stone,  master 
mason  to  the  King.  It  was  designed  in  conjunction 
with  Bernard  Jansen,  a  Dutch  Architect,  in  1615. 
The  charity  was  established  as  a  refuge  for  aged  men 
past  work,  and  for  the  education  of  poor  children. 

Coombes  wood  formerly  in  R.  Bristow,  now  in  John 
Baker,  J. P.,  joins  Whitbreads  Farm  in  Rayleigh. 

Splash  or  Fambridge  Hall  wood  formerly  belonging 
to  Major  Stephenson,  has  been  sold  to  Dean  Swift  and 
Charles  Rice,  who  purchased  at  the  same  time  South 
Fambridge  Hall,  and  the  gift  of  the  Living  of  that 
Parish.  They  have  granted  a  lease  for  99  years  from 
25th  December,  1881,  of  the  Hall  and  Splash  Wood 
to  a  ^^  Mutual  Co-operative  Farming  Association," 
known  as  Rice  and  Company,  carrying  on  business  at 
South  Fambridge  Hall. 

Rochford  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  a  tributary  of 
the  Roche,  which  separates  it  from  Eastwood ;  on  the 
west  it  adjoins  the  parishes  of  Rayleigh  and  HawkwelL 
From  its  north  western  extremity,  next  Hawkwell, 
the  line  runs  due  east  through  the  common  until  it 
strikes  Iron-well  or  Watery  lane,  which  marks  the 
limit  to  the  point  oi'  its  junction  with  the  Ashingdon 
road.  The  centre  of  Ashingdon  road  forms  the  bound- 
ary to  the  turning  by  Christ's  Hospital  land,  beyond 
Golden  Cross  comer,  and  thence  the  route  to  Paglesham 
serves  as  a  divisional  from  the  parishes  of  Ashingdon 
and  Canewdon,  on  the  north,  until  it  reaches  the 
confines  of  Great  Doggetts.  On  the  east  it  is  bounded 
by  Little  Stambridge  until  it  reaches  the  river  Roche. 

The  area  embraced,  as  shewn  by  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation map  of  1840,  is  1855  acres,  3  roods,  9f 
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poles.  Of  this  38  acres,  9  roods,  5  poles  were  then 
road  and  waste,  5  acres,  1  rood,  21  poles  common,* 
now  enclosed,  and  3  roods,  36  poles,  churchyard,  which 
latter  has  since  received  an  addition  by  a  grant  from 
the  Lord  of  the  manor  out  of  the  Hall  property. 

The  soil  generally  is  very  good  and  mellow  in  the 
eastern  and  central  districts,  especially  in  those  parts 
adjacent  to  the  town.  Next  Canewdon  it  is  stronger, 
and  towards  the  west  its  character  changes  to  stiff  and 
adhesive,  next  Eastwood  and  Rayleigh,  whilst  .on  the 
Hawkwell  border  it  is  heavy  and  in  some  small  part 
stony.  The  rateable  value  in  1862  was  ^5981.  The 
tithes  were  commuted  in  1840  at  JB585,  payable  to  the 
rector,  of  which  £20  is  apportioned  on  the  glebe  land, 
which  consists  of  64  acres,  1  rood,  7  poles  of  varied 
quality,  some  of  it  being  remarkably  good,  some  very 
indiflferent,  notably  that  by  Stroud  green  lane,  the 
approach  to  which  is  execrable.  The  Lord  of  the 
manor  of  Foulness  pays  £30  16s  8d  annually  to  this 
rectory  as  modus.  Newcourt  relates  that  "  the  rector 
hath  a  small  portion  of  Tythes  from  the  parish  of 
Ashingdon  for  which  he  is  to  pay  2d.  to  the  Bishop 
for  procuration  when  he  visits."  f  The  rectory  house 
is  a  substantial  building  erected  in  1808  by  Dr.  Berke- 
ley, who  was  then  incumbent.  It  has  been  added  to, 
on  various  occasions  since,  chiefly  by  the  late  Rector, 
the  Rev.  W.  Gardiner.  It  stands  35  yards  westward 
of  the  old  edifice.  In  1791  a  piece  of  waste  adjoining 
the  rectory  land  was  enclosed,  being  a  gift  of  Sir  J. 
Tylney  Long,  then  Lord  of  the  manor. 

In  1801  there  were  1 80  dwelling  houses  in  Eochford, 
and  the  population  was  1228,  in  1811  the  inhabitants 

*  There  was  a  diyision  of  the  lower  common  in  1812,  between  the  Copy- 
holders and  the  Lord  of  the  Manor.  The  rector  of  Bochford  got  4^  acres  in 
proportion  of  his  right  of  stint  of  cattle  thereon.  This  was  afterwards 
exchanged  for  a  piece  of  land  to  the  south  according  to  an  agreement  with 
George  Davis  Carr. 

t  Nothing  of  this  is  known  at  the  present  day. 
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had  decreased  to  the  extent  of  fourteen,  there  being 
in  that  year  only  608  males  and  606  females.  In  1821 
there  were  196  houses  and  284  resident  families  with 
a  population  of  1,382.  In  1831  there  were  763  males 
and  763  females,  in  1851,  the  population  had  increased 
to  1,704,  and  in  1881  decreased  to  1,665.  These 
figures  include  the  inmates  of  the  Union.  Salt  Bridge 
leading  to  Eastwood,  consisting  of  three  arches,  is  of 
brick,  and  was  erected  in  1772. 

.  The  church  is  prettily  situated  near  the  Hall,  about 
half-a-mile  from  the  town.  It  is  a  fine  ancient  build- 
ing dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,*  consisting  of  a  nave, 
north  and  south  aisles,  a  chancel  with  a  sacristy  con- 
taining a  squint  or  hagioscope  which  pierces  the  wall 
looking  toward  the  high  altar,  a  south  porch  of  stone 
embattled,  and  a  lofty  brick  tower.  The  Church 
structurally  belongs  to  the  Decorated  period,  and 
many  portions  contain  the  remains  of  the  fourteenth 
century  work.  It  was  probably  re-built  by  Thomas 
Boteler,  Earl  of  Ormond,  who  recovered  the  estate  of 
Rochford  Hall  upon  the  accession  of  Henry  VII,  and 
died  in  1516.  ihe  east  window  is  of  Early  Perpen- 
dicular work,  of  five  lights,  the  head  filled  with 
mullioned  tracery.  Before  the  recent  restoration  it 
contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  painted  glass,  in 
a  fragmentary  condition,  comprising  parts  of  figures, 
portions  of  scrolls,  inscriptions,  foliage  and  canopy 
work.  These  have  all  disappeared,  and  figures  of  the 
four  Evangelists,  and  angels  bearing  scrolls  are  sub- 
stituted. There  were  formerly  four  double-light 
Decorated  windows,  one  of  which,  on  the  north,  was 
blocked  when  the  Sacristy  was  built.      The  Essex 

*  St.  Andrew  was  martyred  69  A.D.,  at  PatroB,  in  Achaia,  he  was  tied  with 
oords  to  a  oroBS  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  X,  a  cross  decussate,  and  lingered 
theruon  for  two  days  before  death  ensued.  As  related  in  Hone's  every  day 
book  Irom  this  position  of  torment  he  continued  to  teach  and  instruct  the 
people  around  him  until  he  died.  There  is  a  somewhat  similar  legend  with 
regard  to  this  saint  as  that  humorously  embodied  by  the  Ber.  T.  G.  Barham 
in  his  **  Lay  of  St.  Nicholas."    See  Ingoldsby  Legends. 
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Archaeological  Society  have  printed  a  full  description 
of  all  they  can  find  mentioned  in  old  records  as  having 
had  a  place  in  this  Church.  In  the  2nd  Volume,  part 
1  of  their  Transactions  is  recorded : 

"  In  a  MS.  in  the  Lansdowne  collection,  attributed 
to  William  Shower,  Norroy,  temp.  Eliz.  or  Edw.  VI., 
he  says  in  his  somewhat  irregular  orthography  and 
blazonry,  but  his  notes  are  evidently  incomplete, 

Rotchefords  Chv/rche. 

Ormond,  Gould  a  chief  indented  azure, 

Buttler.  Or  a /esse  between  8  and  3  cross  crosslets  gules, 

with  an  annulett  upon  the  f esse.  Gules  a  lyon 
ramp.  Or.     Checked  Or  8f  Az. 

Boh'n  his  coate.  The  armes  of  Ingld  with  a  bord'''  gules. 
Boh'n  with  a  Sincke^foyle  upon  th^  bend  ar,, 
gules  ;  a/nd  three  floure  de  luce  gules.  Gules  a 
chevron  amd  10  crosses  pate  argent,  Bertceley. 

In  a  MS.  of  later  date  in  the  Harleian  collection 
we  have  a  better  and  more  exact  record  of  the  Bohun 
Arms,  the  others  perhaps  having  disappeared. 

Bochford  Church,  Co.  Essex. 
East  window  of  the  chancell. 

1.  A  bend  Arg.     cottised  or.     between  6  lions  rampant  of  the 

last. 

2.  Gules  3  lions  pass,  g^-  over  all  a  labell  of  three  points  each 

charged  with  three  fleur  de  lis  Or,  impaling  the  above 
coat. 

3.  No.  I  impaling  quarterly  1^4  gu.  a  lion  ramp.    Or  2nd 

^  Zrd  chequff  or  and  az. 

4.  Q^rterly.     1^4  gua/rterly  five  fleur  de  lis  in  saliire  Or. 

2   ^  S  Gules,  three   lions  passant  guardant  Or.  the 
whole  with  a  bordure  Azure  impalvng  the  coat  No.  1 . 

5.  Az.  on  a  bend  Arg.  cottissed  Or.  three  mullets  pierced, 

Gules  between  6  lions  rampant  of  the  third. 

6.  In  the  East  window  of  the  North  aisle  the  coat  No.  5. 

The  present  stained  glass  windows  on  the  south  were 
presented   by   Mrs.    Gardiner,    widow   of    the    Rev. 
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Waiiara  Gardiner.  The  one  next  the  Communion 
Table  in  the  south-east  end  represents  a  dove  descend- 
ing, and  a  cross  and  crown ;  in  the  centre  is  the  crest 
of  the  late  Rector,  with  the  inscription  **  In  memorp 
of  the  Rev.  William  Gardiner,*  rector  of  this  parish, 
died  September  9th,  1861,  in  Christ,  and  in  peace, 
after  14  years  of  increasing  sufferings.*'  The  other 
window  adjoining,  bears  two  representations  of  our 
Saviour,  one  as  the  man  of  sorrows,  wearing  a  crown 
of  thorns,  and  the  other  having  a  divinely  serene  aspect. 
The  window  on  the  north-east  side  is  in  memory  of 
Augusta,  wife  of  W.  Gregson,  of  this  parish.  Solicitor, 
who  entered  into  rest  20th  January,  1852.  It  repre- 
sents the  figures  of  Faith  and  Patience,  surrounded  by 
a  ground  work  of  lilies.  This  window  and  the  one 
with  the  emblem  of  the  dove  were  executed  by 
O'Connor,  of  Bemers  Street,  Oxford  Street,  and  that 
with  the  figures  of  the  Saviour  is  by  Bell,  of  Bristol. 
The  Sacristy  was  added  to  the  Church  circa  Henry 
VII.  It  might  possibly  have  been  a  chapel,  though 
there  is  no  record  of  any  Chantry  here  known.  The 
remains  of  a  squint  are  visible  from  the  chapel  in  view 
of  the  High  Altar.  There  are  two  transverse  roofe 
double  gabled  to  the  north.  There  are  indications 
of  the  South  aisle  having  been  lengthened,  probably 
to  increase  the  size  of  the  end  chapel  already  existing, 
or  else  to  form  one  where  none  previously  existed. 
From  this  aisle  was  the  entrance  to  the  Rood  Loft 
through  the  pier  of  the  chancel  arch.  Previous  to  the 
recent  restoration  it  was  blocked.  The  east  end  of 
the  North  aisle  and  the  window  belong  to  the  Decor- 
ated period.  One  oversight  in  connection  with  this 
renovation  was  the  loss  of  the  only  remaining  heraldic 
glass  in  this  window  of  the  14th  century.  From  MS. 
records  there  were  circ.  temp.  James  I.  about  forty 
coats  oF  arms  in  the  windows  of  this  church,  of  which 

*  Seo  further  on  amongst  the  Bootors. 
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this  was  the  only  one  remaining  entire,  which  filled 
an  octofoil.  It  was  of  the  best  period  of  art,  very 
superb  in  colour.  As  compared  with  the  money  value 
of  any  modern  glass  inserted  in  the  present  windows, 
this  was  worth  a  guinea  an  inch.  It  represented  the 
arms  of  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford,  Essex 
and  Northampton,  and  Lord  Constable,  who  died  in 
1371.  Az.  on  a  bend  Arg,  cottised  Or.,  between  six 
lions  ramp,  of  the  third,  a  torteaux  (for  difference.) 
This  splendid  heraldic  glass  was  taken  out  piecemeal, 
and  subsequently  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Montagu,  of 
Hawkwell  for  inspection,  with  a  view  to  restoration. 
Enquiry  establishes  the  fact  of  its  having  been  return- 
ed to  the  Churchwardens,  and  finally  disposed  of  by 
auction  as  lumber,  and  no  further  trace  remains  to 
show  any  probability  of  its  ever  being  reinstated  in 
its  proper  position,  and  antiquarians  can  only  fear  its 
irretrievable  loss.  The  columns  of  the  nave  arcades 
are  octangular,  with  moulded  caps  and  bases,  and  the 
clerestory,  (formerly  of  brick),  with  the  windows,  are 
modern.  The  Lectern  of  wood  was  carved  in  Switz- 
erland, it  is  supported  by  the  four  Evangelists,  and 
crowned  with  an  eagle. 

Previous  to  the  present  tower  *  there  are  remains, 
especially  on  the  south  side,  of  a  former  tower,  pro- 
bably a  Decorated  or  14th  century  one,  which  was  of 
stone.  The  following  account  is  given  of  the  present 
structure  by  Weever,  who  quotes  from  the  letters 
patent,  dated  16th  Feby.,  1.  Edward  VI,  which  ad- 
vanced Sir  Richard  Rich  to  the  degree  of  a  baron,  says 
the  **  tower  steeple  at  Rochford  "  was  built  at  this 
nobleman's  sole  charge.  Moraut,  however,  has  the 
following:  "The  tower  or  steeple  is  said  to  have  been 

*  From  this  tower,  a  Scotch  terrier  belonging  to  John  Chapman,  which 
had  ascended  the  steps  to  the  snmmit,  upon  an  attempt  being  made  to 
drive  it  down,  jamped  off  the  east  side  on  to  the  nave,  from  whence  it  rolled 
off.  and,  though  considerably  injured,  is  still  alive.  This  perilous  feat 
was  witnessed  by  the  present  Sexton. 
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built  by  Lord  Rich,  but  Boteler's  arms,  "  a  chief 
indent^e/'  bein^:  on  the  stones  gives  reason  to  believe 
the  family  of  Ormond  erected  it.  Most  likely  the  Lord 
Rich  repaired  it,  and  added  to  its  height.'"  Of  the 
latter  there  are  no  indications,  and  Archceologists  de- 
clare it  is  not  possible  for  Lord  Rich  to  have  built  it, 
the  style  and  the  Earl  of  Ormond's  arms  conclusively 
settling  the  point.  With  re8pect  to  the  Bells,  there 
were  four  in  the  time  of  Sir  William  Stafford,  and  from 
the  inventory  of  church  goods  taken  in  the  time  of 
Edward  VL,  we  find  that  he  had  appropriated  "iij 
which  weighed  xviij  hundred  weight,"  and  repaired 
the  sea  walls  of  Foulness  with  the  produce  of  their 
sale,  but  left  "a  bell  in  ye  stepell  whyche  by  ow' 
estimacion  weyeth  abowt  ij  hundred  wayght."  This 
bell  had  no  inscription.  The  inhabitants  probably 
had  no  other  since  that  period  until  1873,  when  it 
was  found  to  be  cracked.  It  had  neither  name  nor 
inscription  thereon,  the  diameter  was  2  feet,  2  inches, 
and  the  estimated  weight  by  the  Bell  founders  was 
about  4  cwt.  Owing  to  the  difference  in  the  "  es- 
timation "  we  cannot  determine  the  identity.  Through 
the  zeal  and  exertions  of  Mrs.  Tawke,  of  the  Lawn, 
funds  were  forthcoming  for  three  more,  which  were 
cast  by  Messrs.  Mears  and  Stainbank,  of  London,  in 
1874.  They  are  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  for  a  peal  of  5. 
There  is  a  frame  for  5,  but  the  4th  and  Tenor  pits  are 
vacant.  The  inscription  on  the  Treble  Bell  is  "  Give 
God  the  Glory."  On  the  second,  *'  For  mercies  unde- 
served, this  peal  is  raised."  On  the  third,  "With 
deepest  tones  I  call  to  Church  and  prayer."  This 
first  instalment  of  a  peal  of  bells  could  not  pass  with- 
out recognition,  and  a  memorial  of  thanks  subscribed 
by  the  Rector  and  Parishioners  to  Mrs.  Tawke,  and 
dated  August  3rd,  1874,  is  preserved  in  the  parish 
Chest.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  chief  town  of  the 
Hundred  they  never  got  a  peal  of  bells ! ! !     In  Leigh 
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they  have  never  been  without  six.  It  seems  a  standing 
reproach  to  the  Town,  especially  in  the  Hundred  which 
boasts  of  its  loyalty,  that  they  cannot  ring  a  peal  on 
any  public  event.  There  were  formerly  two  porches ; 
that  on  the  North,  of  wood,  does  not  now  exist,  and  it  is 
probable  from  the  stone  corbels  that  the  South  porch 
was  originally  groined.  The  Church  was  restored  in 
1862,  the  Architect  being  William  Slater,  of  4,  Regent 
Street,  at  a  cost  of  £2,000;  towards  which  sum  £100 
was  granted  by  the  Incorporated  Society,  and  JBIOO 
by  the  Essex  Church  Builaing  Society.  Two  hundred 
and  twenty  additional  sittings  were  secured  by  the 
work,  the  Church  now  having  accommodation  for  430 
worshippers,  every  seat  having  a  view  of  the  pulpit. 
This  pulpit  and  carving  was  executed  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Under  this  restoration  the  old  high  pews  and  gal- 
leries totally  disappeared.  For  Inscriptions  in  Church 
and  Churchyard  see  further  on. 

The  rectory  has  always  been  appendant  to  the  manor. 
Newcourt  affirms  the  earliest  record  of  the  advowson 
dates  in  1273,  and  places  it  in  the  hands  of  Guido  de 
Kochford.  He  adds  when  John  de  Rochford  was 
patron  there  was  a  vicarage  endowed  here ;  but  it  was 
shortly  after  dissolved,  and  a  rectory  instituted,  circa 
1321.  Sir  Robert  de  Rochford  presented  twice. 
Joanna  de  Bohun,  Countess  of  Hereford,  widow  of 
Humphrey,  and  her  brother,  the  Archbishop  of  York 
were  next  joint  patron  and  patroness  to  whom  follow- 
ed James,  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  Ormond.  On  his 
attainder,  Edward  IV.  conferred  it  upon  his  sister 
Anne.  Richard  Earl  Rivers  was  the  next  patron,  he 
was  decapitated  at  Northampton  in  1483,  by  order  of 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  afterwards  Richard  III. 

It  was  then  in  Thomas  Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorset, 
son-in-law  of  Edward  IV;  his  brother.  Sir  Richard 
Grey,  succeeding  him.  Thomas,  Earl  of  Ormond, 
havhig  had  his  attainder  removed,  became  the  next 
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patron,  by  favour  of  Henry  VII ;  and  at  his  death  it 
fell  to  Sir  Thomas  BuUen,  father  of  Henry  VIIl's 
second  wife,  the  unfortunate  Queen  Anne.  Mary 
Carey,  her  sister,  succeeded,  who  transmitted  it  to  her 
son  Henry,  Lord  Hunsdon.  It  was  afterwards  granted 
to  Richard  Lord  Rich,  and  continued  in  his  line  until 
1673,  when  Charles,  Earl  of  Warwick  dying  without 
issue,  it  descended  to  his  three  coheirs.  It  was  lately 
in  the  gift  of  Earl  Cowley,  The  same  authority,  New- 
court,  gives  the  names  of  several  of  the  earlier  holders 
of  the  living,  including  John  Berryman,  who  died  in 
1572,  but  the  information  concerning  them  is  scanty 
until  we  come  to  the  name  of  William  Fenner,  S.T.B.., 
who  had  the  living  presented  to  him  by  Robert,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  in  1629.  He  was  previously  minister  of 
St.  Peter's  Church,  Ipswich ;  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  educated  at  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  that 
town,  before  becoming  a  student  at  Pembroke  Hall, 
Cambridge.  He  was  a  most  energetic  man,  described 
by  his  successor  Calamy,  who  had  often  heard  him 
preach,  as  a  "  burning  and  shining  light,  iota  o<m?," — 
ail  voice,  that  he  consumed  his  own  body  to  save  the 
souls  of  others,  and  was  a  man  of  great  ability, 
experience  and  industry.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  principal  works  which  emanated  from  his  pen. 
They  were  all  published  after  his  death.  *^  Divine 
message  to  the  elect  Soul,  in  eight  Sermons,"  small 
8vo.,  1645.  Christ's  alarm  to  Drowsie  Saints;  or 
Christ's  Epistle  to  His  Churches,  1 646.  (Laud  was 
bishop  at  this  time.)  Sacrifice  of  the  faithful;  or  a 
treatise  on  prayer,  and  seven  sermons,  164^.  The 
SouUe's  Looking  Glasse,  a  treatise  of  the  aifections  or 
the  SouUe's  pulse,  lively  representing  its  state  before 
God,  and  XXIX  choice  Sermons  on  several  texts  of 
Scripture,  1657.*    In  a  dedicatory  epistle  to  the  Right 

•  A  volame  of  theso  lermons  were,  until  recently,  preserved  in  Bochford, 
but  lately  they  have  been  acquired  by  Z.  Fenner,  Junr,,  of  the  Grove,  High- 
gate,  "who  is  in  some  way  connected  with  the  reverend  writer. 
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Honourable  Robert  Rich,  Earl  of  Warwick,  written 
for  one  of  these  works  by  Thomas  Hill,  he  (the  writer) 
thanks  him  for  the  ^'  many  chariots  and  horsemen  of 
Israel  that  his  noble  father  and  himself  had  brought 
triumphantly  into  Essex."     Fenner  died  in  1639.  * 

Edward  Calamy,  B.D.,  (A)  of  Pembroke  Hall, 
Cambridge,  was  born  in  February,  1600,  and  entered 
college  in  his  fifteenth  year.  He  inclined  to  the  Anti- 
Arminian  party,  which  seriously  barred  the  way  to 
his  preferment,  but  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  recognising 
his  great  abilities,  made  him  his  private  Chaplain. 
The  Bishop's  piety,  charity  and  diligence  were  strictly 
imitated  by  the  young  divine,  and  he  studied  excess- 
ively. His  first  living  was  the  vicarage  of  St.  Mary's, 
Swaffham,  which  he  held  from  1625  to  1630;  then  for 
ten  years  he  laboured  at  St.  Edmond's,  Bury,  with  a 
Mr.  Burroughes,  until  Bishop  Wren's  articles,  in  1636, 
and  the  "  Book  of  Sports,"  drove  him  from  the  diocese. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick,  at  Fenner's  death,  presented 
him  with  the  living  of  this  parish.  He  did  not  hold 
it  many  months,  for  the  locality  was  anything  but 
conducive  to  his  bodily  welfare.  He  was  seized  with 
a  quartan  ague,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never 
thoroughly  recovered.  He  complained  ever  after- 
wards of  a  dizziness  in  his  head,  and  avoided  the 
pulpit  by  preaching  in  his  desk.  On  Dr.  Stouphton's 
death,  in  1639,  he  was  chosen  to  the  perpetual  Curacy 
of  Aldermanbury,  and  two  years  later,  in  1641,  he 
was  selected  as  a  member  of  the  Conference  on  ecclesi- 
astical affairs,  held  in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber.  He 
was  for  presbyterian  discipline,  but  very  tolerant  to 
all  those  whose  sentiments  in  religion  diff^ered  from 
his  own.  During  Cromwell's  time  he  kept  himself 
as  private  as  possible;  but  in  1659  he  threw  himself 
more  prominently  forward  by  joining  the  Earl  of  Man- 

•  For  Fenuor,  see  Brook's  Lives,  1 1,  page  461.  Wood  Fasti,  Vol.  1,  page 
223.  (Phip's  Edition.)  There  was  a  John  Fenner,  Master  of  Pembroke 
Hail,  Cambridge,  of  whom  see  Ath.  Ox.,  vol.  1,  page  843. 
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Chester,  and  other  great  men,  in  persuading  General 
Monk  to  bring  back  the  King.  He  was  one  of  the 
divines  sent  oat  to  the  monarch  in  Holland,  and  at  the 
Restoration  was  made  one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary, 
but  he,  like  other  Presbyterians  thus  appointed,  only 
preached  once  in  this  capacity.  As  a  preacher,  he 
oecame  exceedingly  popular  with  every  grade,  yet  he 
did  not  scruple  to  denounce  openly,  sins  in  high  places 
as  weU  as  low.  This,  the  following  anecdote  will  shew. 
He  was  speaking  on  one  occasion,  at  the  period  when 
Monk  was  favouring  the  Episcopalians,  the  General 
being  amongst  his  auditors,  on  the  subject  of  filthy 
lucre,  **  And  why,"  he  asked,  "is  it  called  filthy  lucre? 
Because  it  makes  men  do  base  and  filthy  things. 
Some  men,"  waving  his  handkerchief  towards  the 
General's  pew,  '*will  betray  three  kingdoms  for  filthy 
lucre's  sake."  ♦  He  was  one  of  the  Cornhill  lecturers, 
and  he  formed  one  of  the  Savoy  conference,  which  was 
an  attempt  at  a  coalition  between  Presbyterianism  and 
Episcopacy.  He  had  the  Bishopric  of  Coventry  and 
Litchfield  offered  him ;  but  his  conscience  would  not 
allow  him  to  accept  it.  He  was  chosen  at  the  convo- 
cation of  1661  by  the  ministers  of  London  to  represent 
them,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  sit,  as  he  had  not 
conformed.  He  preached  his  farewell  sermon  at 
Aldermanbury,  a  week  before  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
came  into  operation,  from  the  2nd  Samuel,  XXIV  c, 
14  V.  Soon  after,  he  was  imprisoned  for  preaching  at 
this  church  again,  upon  the  concern  of  old  Eli  for  the 
Church  of  God,  but  as  he  only  supplied  an  unexpect- 
edly vacant  pulpit  at  the  last  moment  and  on  the 
importunity  of  the  assembled  congregation,  all  classes 
so  resented  the  unmerited  severity  of  his  oppressors 
that  King  Charles  himself  gave  orders  for  his  release 
from  Newgate.     His  successful  efforts  in  keeping  his 

*  Oar  information  ie  gathered  from  the  Nonconformist's  Memorial. 
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temper  and  moderation  after  his  ejectment  deserve  an 
approving  remark.  He  witnessed  the  awful  horrors 
of  the  Great  Plague,  and  London  laid  in  ashes  by  the 
fire  of  the  succeeding  year;  the  latter  is  said  to  have 
broken  his  heart,  for  he  went  home,  took  to  his  cham- 
ber, and  died  within  a  month  of  the  calamity,  October 
29th,  1666,  He  was  one  of  the  five  authors  of 
Smectymnuus,*  a  celebrated  book  before  the  civil  war. 
He  frequently  preached  before  the  Parliament.  Three 
of  his  sermons  were  published,  "  England's  Looking 
Glass,"  preached  on  a  solemn  fast,  December  22nd, 
1641;  "God's  free  mercy  to  England,  1643,  and 
England's  Antidote  against  the  plague  of  Civil  War, 
1644,"  besides  which,  amongst  other  works  he  left 
"  Godly  man's  Ark  or  City  of  Kefuge  in  the  Day  of 
his  distress,"  published  in  1683.  He  likewise  had  a 
hand  in  drawing  up  the  vindic  of  the  Presbyterian 
government  and  ministry,  in  1650;  and  the  Jus.  dw. 
minist.  Evang.  et  Anglicani.  1654.  More  of  Calamy, 
of  Rochford  may  be  seen  in  Ath.  Ox.,  Vol.  1,  page 
898;  and  in  Vol.  1  Addenda,  page  918. 

On  Calaray'sf  resignation,  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
gave  the  living  to  Nicholas  Beard,  A.M.,  and  he  in 
turn  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  Weld,  formerly  curate 
of  St.  Michaels,  Cornhill,  where  he  was  assaulted, 
beaten  in  the  church,  and  turned  out,  whence  probably 
has  arisen  the  erroneous  idea  of  his  having  been  one 
of  the  ejected  clergy.     In  the  churchyard,  east  of  the 

*  Written  in  aniwer  to  Bishop  Hairs  Divine  right  of  Episcopacy.  The 
title  is  a  word  made  up  of  the  initials  of  its  authors,  viz :  8  Marshall ;  B. 
Calamy  j  T.  Tonng ;  M.  Newoomen  and  W.  Sporstow. 

t  His  eldest  son,  Edmund,  was  presented  with  the  rectory  of  Moreton,  by 
the  Protector  Richard,  and  after  his  ejection  in  1662,  by  the  virtue  of  the 
Act  of  Indulgence  he  was  tenth  preacher  at  Crosby  Uall,  now  the  celebrated 
place  of  Refreshment  in  fiishopgate  Street,  then,  however,  used  as  a  non- 
conformist place  of  worship.  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy,  son  of  this  divine,  and 
grandson  of  the  Rochford  rector,  was  the  author  of  the  Nonconformists' 
Memorial. 
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chancel,  are  several  monuments  to  the  Weld^  and 
Wren  families,  descended  from  this  rector,  viz,  up- 
right stones  to  Mary,  wife  of  William  Weld,  who  died 
in  1757,  in  her  26th  year;  to  Daniel  Weld,  who  died 
in  1775,  aged  61;  also  to  his  son  William  Weld,  a 
surgeon  of  Romford,  who  died  1837,  aged  82;  and 
Esther,  his  wife,  who  died  in  1808,  aged  50;  and 
William  Wren  Weld,  his  son.  Of  the  three  brick 
altar  tombs,  one  is  to  Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Wren, 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Ma^  Weld,  who  died 
in  1778,  aged  24,  and  to  Richard  Wren  who  died  in 
1810;  another  to  Asser  Vassal  Wren,  who  died  1822, 
aged  23  years;  and  a  third  to  Kichard  Wren,  junr., 
surgeon,  who  died  1817,  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Weld, 
widow,  late  of  Prittlewell,  who  died  in  1809,  aged  78. 
(See  Eastwood).  The  last  of  the  Weld  family  buried 
here  was  Daniel  Weld,  a  post-captain  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  drca  1861.  It  is  unknown  what  year  Daniel 
Weld  came  to  be  Rector  of  Rochford,  but  he  died  in 
1670.  (See  Eastwood,  and  extracts  from  Rochford 
Registers.) 

Charles,  then  Earl  of  Warwick,  gave  the  living  to 
John  Benson,  on  Weld's  death,  who  held  it  eight  years. 
He  was  likewise  rector  of  Little  Lees,  and  enjoyed  a 
sinecure  from  Dengy  rectory,  called  '*  Bacon's  portion," 
(for  an  account  of  which  see  Newcourt).  He  died  in 
1678,  and  was  buried  in  the  church,  March  26th,  his 
wife  Judith  f  having  been  buried  there  the  same 
month  of  the  preceding  year.  He  left  two  sons  and 
three  daughters ;  and  was  succeeded  in  this  Rectory 
by  his  brother,  William  Benson,  who  also  enjoyed  the 

•  Of  the  Weld  family,  said  to  have  been  desoendod  from  Royalty,  a  branch 
resided  at  Lalworth  Castle,  in  Dorsetshire,  whilst  a  Thomas  Weld,  onoe  a 
minister  of  Terling,  was  afterwards  rector  of  St.  Mary's,  Gateshead.  Get- 
ting into  disputes  concerning  the  church  ceremonies  at  this  place,  he  finally 
emigrated  to  New  England.  His  son,  John  Weld,  of  Bitson,  Durham, 
afterwards  conformed, 

t  Called  Judah  in  the  i>arish  registers. 
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Bacon's  portion  in  Dengy,  and  was  vicar  of  Elsenham. 
This  latter  he  resigned  in  1678^  and  he  died  in  1680. 
These  Bensons  had  two  other  brothers,  Samuel  and 
Nathaniel,  (of  whom  see  Prittlewell),  and  two  sisters, 
Louisa,  who  married  Joseph  Davies,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children ;  and  Priscilla,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Bonsie,  of  Maldon.  She  died  before  her 
brothers.  James  Symonds,  A.M.,  succeeded  William 
Benson,  as  rector,  both  owing  their  preferment  to 
George  Montague  and  Francis  Butler,  Esquires.  On 
the  cession  of  Symonds  in  1691,  Henry  St.  John  gave 
the  living  to  John  Lister,  who  was  also  Vicar  of 
Canewdon.  With  reference  to  him  the  following  is 
firom  the  parish  registers. 

"  1710,  Anne,  the  wife  of  John  Lister,  Rector  of 
Kochford,  and  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bowyer,  of 
Denham  Court,  Bucks,  Knight  and  Baronet,  died  of 
small-pox,  Dec''  5th,  and  was  buried  Dec'*  8th. 

Quis  desiderio  aitpador,  aut  modus.  Tarn  chari  capitis? 

Cut  pudor  et  justitoB  soror, 

Incorrupta  ffides  nudaque  vmtas 

Quando  ullam  invenierU  ptwrem? 

Myitis  ilia  bonis  flebilis  oceidit, 

Nulli  fiehilioT  quam  mihi  eonjugi, 

Durum:  sed  lemus  fit patientia 

Quicquid,  eorrigere  est  nefasJ* 

It  appears  from  the  following  entry  Lister  married  a 
second  time,  "  1716.  Baptized  John,  son  of  John 
Lister,  Rector  of  Rochford,  (who  was  the  son  of  John 
Lister,  of  Wakefield,  in  the  county  of  York,  clothier), 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  Rev,  Theophilus 
Burdett,  some  time  rector  of  Sandon,  in  Essex,  and 
afterwards  of  Hallerton,  in  Leicestershire,  and  Rachel 
his  wife."  This  latter  lady's  maiden  name  was  **  Jen- 
kinson." 
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Lister  died  in  1735,  and  Richard  Earl  Tylney 
presented  the  living  to  Dr.  William  Henry  Thomlin- 
son,  M.A.  Walter  Worth  was  curate  for  four  years 
up  to  this  date,  possibly  he  had  charge  of  the  parish 
in  the  absence  of  Lister  through  ill  health.  Harriott 
in  his  **  Struggles  through  Life,"  Vol,  1,  page  426,  gives 
an  anecdote  of  a  Dr.  T.  of  this  neighbourhood,  which 
from  there  being  no  other  clergyman  near  here  with 
the  same  initial  letter  at  or  about  this  time,  leads  us  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  refers  to  the  Rochford  rector. 
The  tale  runs  thus.  Dr.  T.  was  annually  visited  by 
an  old  college  chum,  whose  habits  of  excess  scarcely 
rendered  him  a  suitable  guest  for  the  staid  and  sober 
Doctor.  He  was  always  welcomed  heartily  neverthe- 
less. On  one  occasion,  having  indulged  freely  on  the 
road,  he  arrived  to  find  the  Doctor  entertaining  some 
friends,  the  Doctor  being  seated  at  a  card  table  with 
some  ladies.  The  fresh  arrival,  contrary  to  the  advice 
of  the  other  guests,  proceeded  to  chnff  his  host  by 
asking  him  *'if  his  favourite  black-eyed  Betty,  a  college 
bed-maker  known  to  both,  was  still  alive  and  well." 
The  Doctor,  who  was  in  reality  somewhat  deaf,  appear- 
ed as  if  he  heard  not,  but  his  would-be  tormentor, 
encouraged  by  the  tittering  of  the  ladies,  and  dis- 
regarding the  warning  looks  of  the  rest,  repeated  his 
question  in  a  much  louder  tone.  The  Doctor  affected 
to  misunderstand  him,  and  pretended  to  believe  his 
guest  was  apologising  for  a  hurried  visit  and  asserting 
his  desire  of  setting  out  back  again  immediately. 
"  Don't  mention  it "  said  his  host,  "  I  am  sorry  of 
course  you  can't  make  a  longer  stay,  but  there  " — 
ringing  his  silver  bell,  he  ordered  his  chum's  horse 
out.      Explanation   was  attempted,   but  the  Doctor 

ringing  again,  went  on — "  Bring  in  Mr.  's  great 

coat  directly,  he  is  anxious  to  be  off."  Drowning  all 
remonstrance  by  these  repeated  ringings,  and  noisy 
orders  to  the  servants  for  despatch,  he  literally  drove 
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the  discomfited  teaze  from  his  house,  on  to  his  horse, 
and  saw  him  off,  saying  ^^  when  his  Ariend  could  make 
it  convenient  to  give  him  a  longer  visit  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  him  again." 

On  Thomlinson's  death,  in  1775,  John  Earl  Tylney 
conferred  the  living,  11th  April,  upon  Rowland  Berke- 
ley, LL.D.  He  was  the  incumbent  who  has  been 
mentioned  as  having  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
present  rectory  house.  ^  Berkeley  died  in  1814,  and 
Andrews  Windsor  was  the  next  possessor,  December 
23rd.    He  was  brother  to  Catherine  Sidney  Windsor, 

i relict  of  Sir  James  Tylney  Long),  who  died  at 
)raycott,  in  Wilts,  January,  1823.  He  was  also 
seventh  Earl  of  Plymouth,  and  uncle  to  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Welleslev.  He  held  the  living  twenty-three  years, 
and  died  unmarried  April  7th,  1837,  aged  73.  The 
motto  of  this  family  is  ^*  Je  me  fie  en  Dieu.^'  William 
Gardinerf  was  the  next  incumbent,  and  he  retained  it 
until  his  death.  He  was  descended  from  J.  Gardiner, 
of  Wellesford  House,  near  Wellington,  Somersetshire. 
His  family  had  been  "  Webber."  The  name  and  arms 
of  Gardiner  were  taken  on  inheriting  under  a  will,  the 
property  of  a  maternal  grandfather,  who  had  no  son. 
rhis  J.  Gardiner  was  father  of  the  Rev.  John  Gardiner, 
D.D.,  of  Exeter  College,  Oxon,  Minister  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Octagon  flpiscopal  Chapel,  Bath.  It 
was  arranged  for  invalid  visitors,  and  largely  attended 
by  them.  He  was  a  forcible  and  eloquent  preacher, 
and  his  Church  was  always  attended  by  William 
Wilberforce  when  he  came  to  Bath.  This  was  the 
great  day  of  ^^  Charity  Sermons ;"  and  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  £300  to  be  collected  after  one  at  the  Octagon. 

•  An  obitaary  notice  from  one  ef  the  oonntj  papers  reoords  the  death  of 
this  rector's  yonngeat  son,  Charles,  a  Solicitor  of  Lincolns  Inn ;  and  states 
that  his  father  was  Vicar  of  Writtle,  as  well  as  Beotor  of  Boohford. 

t  AcoosinofhiSytbeBeT.  WiUiMn  Gardiner,  is  now  Beotor  of  St.  Nicho- 
las, Woroester. 

E    8. 
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Dr.  Gardiner's  second  son  was  the  Hev.  William 
Gardiner,  Rector  of  Rochford,  who  had  previously 
held  the  Curacy  of  Frampton-on-Sevem,  Gloucester* 
shire.  He  was  obliged  to  leave  home  in  1842,  and 
go  abroad  in  search  of  health ;  but  was  never  able  to 
return,  having  become  paralysed.  He  intended  the 
restoration  of  the  Church,  but  could  not  acconiplish  it 
for  want  of  co-operation.  He  married  M.  W.  Brown- 
rigg,  the  last  of  that  family,  who  now  resides  at 
Hamswell  House,  near  Bath.  His  arms,  as  denoted  on 
the  Window  at  Rochford,  were,  on  a  shield  "  Azure 
a  fess  Or  between  3  roses  Argent,  for  Gardiner. 
Escocheon  of  pretence  charged  with  a  lion  rampant, 
for  Brownrigg."  He  was  much  lamented,  and  was 
buried  at  Bath.  In  the  Cemetery  of  that  place  a 
handsome  marble  cross  is  erected  to  his  memory  with 
the  following  inscription : 

HIBI    BESTS    IN    CHRIST 

JtiT.  WILLIAM  GARDmEB,  M.A.,  Ex.  Coll.  Ozon.^ 

BBCTOB      or      BOCHrOBD,      X88KX, 

After  fourteen  years  of  suffering  entered   into 

rest  September  9th,  1861,  Aged  57. 

Tribulation  worketh  paiienoe. 
Pi.  71.   20t.    Bonum.   4*6  tt. 

Two  stones  to  the  memory  of  William  Mountjoy,  who 
died  in  1879,  and  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Holton,  who 
died  in  1867 ;  for  83  ^ears  and  12  years  respectively 
the  faithful  servants  of  the  Rev.  William  Gardiner, 
are  enclosed  with  his  monument  by  an  ornamental 
iron  railing. 

Benjamin  Cotton,  M.A.,  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, was  the  next  Incumbent,  being  presented 
by  William  Richard,  Earl  of  Mornington.  He  is 
descended  from  Nathaniel  Cotton,  Poet  and  Physiciaa 
in  Cowper's  time,  related  thus  to  the  Cheshire  and 
Combermere   branch,   descended   from    Sir   Richard 
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Cotton,  of  Warblington  Castle,  near  Havant,  Hamp- 
shire, Comptroller  of  the  household  to  Henry  VII L 
This  family,  being  royalists,  were  turned  out  by 
Cromwell,  and  the  Castle  reduced  to  ruins.  The 
Grandfather  of  our  Rector,  Joseph  Cotton,  Deputy 
Master  of  the  Trinity  house,  had  three  sons :  Joseph^ 
in  the  civil  service  in  China;  John,  a  director  of  the 
East  India  Company;  and  William,  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  This  last  is  father  to  Lord  Justice 
Cotton.  Joseph  married  Anne  Maria,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Lane,  Governor  of  St.  Helena,  who  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Mrs.  Lane,  wife  of  Colonel  Lane, 
who  saved  King  Charles  II.,  entitled  on  that  account 
to  bear  the  Lions  of  England  on  their  shield,  and 
descend  from  Wyrley  Birch,  of  Norfolk,  John  of 
Gaunt,  Lady  Godiva,  and  Leofike,  Thane  of  Leicester, 
A.D.,  716.  Joseph  Cotton,  by  Anne  Maria,  his  wife, 
had  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Cotton,  Rector  of  Rochford, 
who  married  1st  to  Naomi  Hicks,  daughter  of  Leonard 
Hicks,  of  Gr^s  Inn;  and  2nd  to  Frances  M.  Fennell, 
daughter  of  Edward  Fennel),  of  Folkstone.  In  1863 
Mr.  Cotton  met  with  a  sad  bereavement,  having  lost 
his  second  and  fourth  daughters,  (by  his  first  wife), 
Edith  Elizabeth,  aged  5  years,  and  Nora  Eleanor,  aged 
1  year,  of  scarlet  fever.  At  the  same  time  the  only 
surviving  children  of  his  brother.  Captain  C.  Mc.  C. 
Cotton,  of  Her  Majesty's  20th  Hussars,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Cotton,  were  carried  off  by  this  dreadful 
visitation,  viz :  Elizabeth  Naomi,  aged  10  years,  and 
Eva  Frances,  aged  3  years.  A  marble  pillar  is  erected 
to  their  memory  in  the  Churchyard  to  the  south  of 
the  Chancel. 

The  following  inscription  was  formerly  in  the 
Church,  in  the  north  aisle,  which  was  found  buried 
at  the  recent  restoration,  and  is  now  again  consigned 
to  oblivion.  ^  Pris  pur  Anne  Snokeshull  fille  John 
Filol  de  Landemere,  que  gist  ici,  Dieu  de  Salme  eit 
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Pite  &  Mercy,  que  obyt  jour  de  St.  Yalentin  Lan 
Ihu  Crist  1386."  There  was  likewise  this,  but  lost, 
**  Of  your  Cherite  prey  for  the  sowl  of  Bose  Crymvill, 
wyf  of  Richard  Crymvill,  which  Rose  desesyd  8.  April, 
1424.''  In  the  nave  is  a  brass  representing  Maria 
Dilcok.  The  scroll  is  lost,  but  the  inscription  is  ^Hie 
jojctt  Maria  Dilcok  qm  ob^t  xii^^  die  deoebria  A^'  M^ 
V^'  x&y  cuj  aie  ppidet  de  •"  The  last  three  worda 
have  been  partially  expunged  and  defaced. 

Oyer  the  door  leading  from  the  chancel  to  the  vestiy 
is  a  stone  tablet:  ^^  Under  the  floor  of  this  vestry 
room  lie  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wise,  Rector 
of  Nevendon,  and  an  acting  Magistrate  for  the  County 
of  £ssex.  He  was  curate  of  this  parish  upwards  of 
32  years,  and  died  on  the  12th  day  of  March,  1814, 
aged  58.  Mens  sibi  conacia  rectiJ*  *  In  the  church- 
yard adjoining  the  east-end  of  the  chancel  is  an  altar 
tomb,  with  oval  tablet,  to  ^  Joseph,  son  of  the  Rev. 
J.  Wbe,  by  Anna,  his  wife,  wno  died  Feby.  Ath^ 
1785,  aged  5  years,  and  Hermione  their  daughter, 
who  died  31st  Octr.,  1786,  aged  2  years.  Anna 
Wise,  ob.  24th  April,  1824,  aged  74  years.**  This 
latter  was  wife  of  Rev.  J.  Wise,  and  sister  of  Joseph 
Enaoping,  of  Beauchamps,  in  Shopland,  and  Mrs.  Sayer 
and  Mrs.  Harrison,  of  Kochford  Hall.  J.  Wise  had 
three  daughters  who  attained  womanhood,  Sarah  who 
died  unmarried,  drca  1854,  at  Cheltenham.  Catherine 
married  the  Rev.  John  William  Morbeck  Sumner«  and 
subsequentlv  the  Rev.  John  Quarrington;  and  Maria, 
who  married  Jonathan  LawsoUf  of  London.  •  This  latter 
left  an  only  son,  Jonathan  Wise  Lawson,  a  merchant 
in  the  same  city.  These  Lawsons  were  natives  ci 
Yorkshire.  The  Rev.  J.  Wise  came  from  Cumberland. 

•  The  prejadioe  at  this  time  m  to  the  air  of  the  distriot  ib  shewn  hj  an 
entry  in  the  registera  that  when  *'  Wise  oame  to  Boohford  there  were  onlj 
three  HooBeholders  reeiding  in  the  town  who  were  natiTee  thereof,  Tis : 
Thomas  Swaine,  an  Apothecary ;  Thomas  White^  a  Shoemaker  ;  and  Thomas 
Allen,  a  Glasier.    A  strong  proof  of  the  nnhealthineas  of  the  plaoe.'* 
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According  to  an  inventory  made  in  Wise^s  time,  there 
were  in  Rochford  70  private  and  2  public  ovens,  60 
oxen,  49  cows,  39  young  cattle  and  colts,  754  sheep 
and  goats,  150  pigs,  22  riding  horses,  71  draft  horses, 
16  waggons  and  22  carts.  In  1803,  during  the 
expected  invasion  of  Napoleon,  Wise  was  appointed 
Captain  Pioneer  to  direct  the  inhabitants  in  their 
retreat,  wherever  the  Government  should  direct. 
Drivers  of  cattle  were  appointed,  and  Guides  on  horse 
back.  Captains  of  every  Company  of  50  men  (of 
whom  John  Barrington,  of  Doggetts,  was  one)«  to 
have  5s.  per  day,  and  every  leader  of  25  men  to  have 
38.  per  day. 

On  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel  are  two  white 
marble  tablets.  One  is  *'  Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
the  Rev.  John  William  Morbeck  Sumner,  late  Rector 
of  Sutton,  and  Curate  of  this  parish  for  many  years. 
He  lived  respected,  and  died  lamented  on  the  4th  of 
Au^st,  1826,  aged  53  years.  The  simple  tribute  of 
a  fnend.^'  On  the  other  is  ^*  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Catherine  Quarrington,  second  dau^ter  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Wise,  relict  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  M.  Sumner, 
and  subsequently  of  the  Rev.  J.  Quarrington,^  B.D., 
Vicar  of  Shopland,  in  this  County.  She  died  in 
Queen  Square,  London,  the  26th  December,  1845, 
aged  58  years."  In  the  Churchyard  are  two  tombs  of 
similar  import,  where  she  is  buried  with  her  first 
husband,  and  likewise  their  daughter,  Mary  Anne  Carr 
Sumner,  who  died  of  decline  at  the  earlv  age  of  17, 
at  Southend,  Sept.  26th,  1835.  The  family  of  Sumner 
are  descended  from  Thomas  f  Sumner,  of  Little 
Wakering,  who  died  March  21st,  1734-5,  aged  47,  and 
Alice  his  wife  who  died  April  25th,  1739,  aged  58. 
Their  son  Thomas  died  May  10th,  1752,  aged  Sft, 

*  See  Shopland. 

t  Gilbert   Bninner,  one  of  this  family,  ie  mentioned  in  the  Barling 
Begieten. 
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all  of  whom  were  buried  and  have  tombs  in  Litde 
Wakering  Churchyard  to  the  east  of  the  Chancel. 
This  last  was  father  of  Thomas^  Sumner,  J.P.,  and 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Essex.  He  was 
born  in  1747,  and  died  in  May,  1815,  aged  €8.  He 
formerly  lived  at  the  Wick,  Southchurch,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Morbeck,t  circa  1768.  She  was  bom  in 
1748,  and  died  in  May,  1806,  aged  58,  and  was 
only  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  and  Elizabeth  ( 
Morbeck,  of  the  Lawn,  Southchurch.  They  were 
both  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Fitzhewes  at  Great 
Wakering,  and  a  hatchment  with  the  arms  of  Sumner 
and  escocheon  of  pretence  for  Morbeck,  still  exists 
in  Great  Wakering  Church.  Their  issue  was  Rev. 
John  fFtiUiamll  Morbeck  Sumner  above  referred  to; 
Thomas,  who  died  unmarried  in  London ;  Edwin,  of 
Ropers,  Barling,  who  married  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Christopher  Parsons,  of  North  Shoebury  Hall;  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  The  young- 
est and  last  surviving  daughter,  Charlotte,  died  at 
Brixton,  in  1875,  aged  86  years.  The  Rev.  John 
M.  Sumner  married  1st  to  Judith,  a  sister  of  John 
Lodwick,  of  Rochford  Hall,  who  lived  only  six  weeks 
after  her  marriage,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
tomb  at  Great  Wakering ;  2nd  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1809,  to  Catherine,  second  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Wise,  and  had  issue  by  her,  Morbeck,  who 
died  in  Canada,   unmarried;   Uarriette  married  in 

*  One  of  hii  Bieters  married  a  Kemp,  and  was  mother  of  John  Kemp»  of 
Broomhilla.  One  of  the  Kemp  family  married  John  Hardwiok.  of  Prittle- 
well,  originallj  a  tanner  there,  near  the  Bridge. 

t  Tradition  aajra  this  family  were  descended  from  Sir  Denis  De  Horbeoqne 
a  French  Knight  in  the  Bnglish  serrioe,  to  whom  the  King  of  France  avr- 
rendered  at  the  battle  of  Poiotiers. 

X  Said  to  have  been  a  daughter  of  John  Fitshewes,  and  Johanna  his 
wife.    Peter  Morbeck  was  Churchwarden  of  Prittlewell  in  1735. 

II  He  inherited  all  the  landed  estate  of  his  If  other,  who  had  considerable 
property  in  Soathohnroh,  Great  Wakering,  North  Shoebnry,  and  Fonlnees. 
He  sold  the  Lawn,  Boathohnroh,  eirca  18 1 6,  to  Mrs.  Shory.  See  Soathohnroh. 
The  rest  of  the  properly  was  sold  in  1848  after  the  death  of  his  widow. 
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1832,  to  Michael  Saward,  son  of  Michael  Saward,  of 
Thorpe  Hall,  Southchurch ;  John  married  and  settled 
in  Canada ;  Charles,  who  died  in  America,  unmarried ; 
Mary  Anne  Carr,  who  died  October  2nd,  1835; 
William  Allen,  a  Surgeon  of  St.  John's  wood, 
married;  and  Catherine  married  to  Mr.  Whidborne, 
Surgeon  at  Crediton.  After  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  M.  Sumner,  at  Rochford  Rectory,  his  widow 
married  in  1831  the  Rev.  John  Quarrington,  B.D., 
Vicar  of  Shopland,  and  upwards  of  29  years 
Minister  of  St.  Dionis,  Back  Church,  Fenchurch 
Street,  City,  who  died  30th  March,  1844,  aged  73 
years,  and  was  buried  at  Old  St.  Pancras  Church- 
yard^ Middlesex,  where  he  has  a  monument. 

On  the  wall  of  the  north  aisle  is  a  white  marble 
tablet,  **  to  the  memory  of  John  Grabham,  B.A., 
Assistant  Surgeon  Tlst  Regt.  Highland  Light  Infantr}% 
eldest  son  of  John  Grabham,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  who 
was  bom  in  this  parish  13  th  July,  1830,  and  died  of 
Fever  at  Scutari,  16th  February,  1855.  Amid  the 
ravages  of  pestilence  and  war,  an  example  of  con- 
stancy, courage  and  devotion,  honored  and  lamented 
by  his  companions  in  arms,  and  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
who  admired  his  talents  and  moral  excellence.  A 
tribute  of  affection  from  contemporaries  of  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital." 

His  father,  John  Grabham,  was  M.D.,  and  his  mother 
was  third  daughter  of  Thomas  Fry,  of  Strood,  in  Kent. 
Three  of  his  brothers  became  prizemen  and  house 
surgeons  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  one  of  them.  Dr. 
Oeorge  Wallington  Grabham  was  resident  Physician 
and  Superintendent  of  the  National  Asylum  for  Idiots 
at  Farlswood  for  11  years,  and  had  at  one  time  under 
his  care  550  imbeciles;  while  another  was  a  high 
wrangler  at  Cambridge.  One  of  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Surr, 
was  a  member  of  the  London  School  Board,  represent- 
ing the  important  district  of  Finsbury.     Dr.  Grabham 
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his  fiither,  was  born  at  Somerset,  and  the  hmUy  are 
mentioned  in  the  Visitation,  as  of  Bishops  Lydiard 
and  Enmore,  Ca  Somerset,  A.D.  1623.  Sir  Richard 
Grabham  received  the  honour  of  Knighthood  from 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Doctor  was  a  great  friend  of 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  introduced  him  to  Dr.  Swaine, 
of  Rochford,  in  1817,  as  an  eligible  partner.  He  re- 
tired from  practice  in  1852.  Sir  Astley  used  occasion- 
ally to  visit  his  prot6g6,  who  obtained  from  him  many 
a  *^  wrinkle.''     See  inscriptions  in  Churchyard. 

On  a  white  marble  tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  south 
aisle  near  the  porch  is  ^^  In  memory  of  John  Lodwick, 
Commander,  R.N.,  eldest  son  of  John  Lodwick,  Esqre., 
of  Rochford  Hall,  and  Ann,  his  wife.  He  served  his 
country  with  distinction  in  every  quarter  of  the  world 
for  a  period  of  20  years,  and  was  promoted  for  his 
gallantry  in  an  encounter  with  a  Slave  Ship  on  the  12ih 
of  January,  1845,  when  he  was  dangerously  wounded. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  pestilential 
fever  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  died  May  13th,  1845, 
aged  35  years."'  An  engraving  of  this  exploit  ap- 
peared in  the  Illustrated  News,  at  that  period.  His 
mother,  Ann  Prentice  Lodwick,  nhe  Burohell,  is  buried 
in  a  vault  in  this  Churchyard.  She  died  7th  June, 
1843,  in  the  63rd  year  of  her  age.  John  Lodwick,  his 
father,  died  May  31st,  1857,  and  is  buried  at  Kensal 
Green  Cemetery.  See  Great  Wakering»  Barling, 
Foulness,  and  the  Shoeburys. 

On  the  floor  of  the  tower  is  an  oval  stone,  removed 
from  the  aisle,  with  "  William  Swaine,  ob.  I7th  Feby., 
1796,  oet  28."     He    was    brother   of    Dr.  Swaine,* 

*  See  Canewdon.  Their  father,  Thomas  Swaine,  a  Surgeon  of  Booihfordf 
married  Mary  Kersteman.  Dr.  Swaine'e  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Lee,  and 
their  issue  was  William  Swaine,  late  Clerk  to  the  Magistrates ;  and  a 
daughter,  married  to  Henry  Berkeley.  By  his  seoond  wi^  a  Miss  Cook, 
amongst  other  children,  he  had  a  son,  the  Ber.  James  Swaine,  who  was 
married  at  Wormingford,  in  1878,  to  Sarah  Matilda,  relict  of  John  Thomas 
Hallnm,  of  the  Orove  in  that  parish,  and  died  childless.  Dr.  Swaine's 
sister  married  John  Barrington,  J.P.,  of  Doggetts. 
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and  married  Eleanor,  {nke  Lodwick),  widow  of  Grolden 
BurchelU  of  Fleet  Hall.  This  lady  was  the  heroine 
of  the  romantio  marriage,  an  allusion  to  which  is 
made  in  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  life  by  Bransby  Cooper, 
published  in  1842.  The  story  there  told  is  |not 
altogether  accurate  as  to  the  jilting.  The  fact  is  that 
an  offer  was  made  her  on  the  return  from  her  husband's 
funeral,  and  she  replied  ^  she  was  much  obliged,  but 
it  was  too  late,  as  she  was  already  engaged."  This 
couple  had  two  children,  a  son  Thomas,  who  was  an 
Officer  in  the  Indian  Army,  and  a  daughter,  Mary^ 
was  wife  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Scratton,  Rector  of 
Sutton.     See  that  Parish  and  North  Shoebury. 

In  the  vestry  is  the  royal  coat  of  arms,  temp.  G.  III. 

During  the  restoration,  the  upper  half  of  a  raised 
cross  slab  was  found.  The  head  is  of  the  common 
lozenge-shaped  type,  the  arms  terminating  in  trefoils. 
It  lies  outside  the  Church,  near  the  vestry.  Close  by, 
is  a  flat  stone  to  the  memory  of  ^^  Margaret  Mordaunt 
relict  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  of  Shadwell,  who  died  22nd 
Janr.,  1822,  aged  67  years."  An  altar  tomb  with 
^^Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Stephen  Jackson,  late  of 
Great  Doggetts  in  this  parish,  and  sometime  High 
Constable  of  this  Hundred,  who,  after  an  honest  and 
industrious  life,  which  God  favoured  with  His  blessing 
dyed  like  one  seriously  penitent  for  his  passions  and 
other  failings  Deer.  24.  An.  Dam.  1706,  Etatis  62." 
This  Stephen  Jackson  was  ancestor  of  the  Asplin 
family.  His  daughter  Susanna  married  Francis  Wood- 
field.  They  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
1774,  was  wife  of  Jonas  Asplin,  who  died  in  1743. 
Their  issue  was  Francis  Asplin,  of  Little  Wakering 
Hall,  who  married  Mary  Eennett,  of  Great  Wakering. 
and  died  in  1799.  Their  eldest  son  was  Jonas  Asplin, 
M.D. ;  then  George,  Peter  and  Charles,  and  three 
daughters.  Mary  married  to  —  Brawn ;  Lucy  to  C. 
Parsons,  of  the  Lawn,  Southchurch;  and  Maria. 
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A  stone  to  ^  Charles  Gregson  of  this  parish,  who 
died  Jany.  6th,  1798,  aged  43;"  another  to  '^Ann 
Gregson,  who  died  August  11th,  1788;  also  John 
William  Gregson,  who  died  the  same  year  and  month, 
both  in  infancy."  These  parties  were  probably  re- 
lated to  B.  Gregson,  who  was  curate  to  Angel  Silke, 
of  Ashingdon,  in  1777 ;  but  they  have  no  affinity  with 
the  family  of  that  name  now  resident  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. ^*  To  George  Brunt,  who  died  in  1801, 
aged  44  years.  To  James  Moss,  of  Colne  Engaine, 
Essex,  who  died  Sept.  6th,  1792,  aged  33  years. 
Here  lies  interred  the  body  of  Mary,  wife  of  Kalph 
Desbrow,  of  this  parish,  who  died  April  3rd,  1751, 
aged  33  years."  A  brick  altar  tomb  ^^  to  the  memory 
of  Aobert  Salmon,  Sept.  22nd,  1802,  aged  65  years. 
Mrs.  Jane  Salmon,  Octr.  25th,  1812,  aged  27.  Anne 
Salmon,  Novr.  12th,  1836,  aged  88  years.  Also  of 
Ann  Salmon,  daughter  of  the  above,  Sept.  21st,  1852, 
aged  74  years.  Also  Thomas  Salmon,  son  of  the  above 
Robert  and  Ann  Salmon,  died  at  Rochford,  June 
26th,  1865,  in  his  83  year.  His  beloved  son.  Captain 
William  Taylor  Salmon,  was  lost  in  the  steamer  Persia, 
during  the  cyclone  off  Calcutta,  Octr.  5th,  1864.  Also 
Captain  Robert  Salmon,  youngest  son  of  the  above 
Thomas  Salmon,  who  died  at  Rochford.  Novr.  8th, 
1866.  Also  Christiana,  wife  of  Thomas  Salmon,  died 
Novr.  14th,  1877,  aged  87  years.  She  is  not  dead 
but  sleepeth."  Near  by  is  a  stone  ^^  to  Thomas 
Kersteman  Taylor,  who  died  Dec'-  3rd,  1866."  This 
latter  was  brother  to  Christiana  Salmon,  and  was  of 
the  family  of  Taylor,  of  Church  Hall,  Paglesham. 
Robert  and  Thomas  Salmon  were  Churchwardens 
for  many  years;  and  Thomas  was  Secretary  to  the 
Rochford  Hundred  Savings  Bank ;  though  eccentric, 
he  was  much  respected  and  esteemed  for  his  upright- 
ness and  probity,  **  To  Susannah,  relict  of  Thomas 
Archer,  Rector  of  Foulness  Island,  who  died  in  1847, 
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aged  85.  (See  Foulness  and  Prittlewell).  Stone  *^  to 
the  memory  of  Mary  Townsend,  who  departed  this 
life  Ocf-  2l8t,  1799,  aged  39  years;  also  of  Henry 
Townsend,  husband  of  the  above,  who  died  Sept.  1835, 
aged  80  years.  To  Daniel  Duck,  in  1809,  aged  71. 
An  altar  tomb  to  Richard  Enight,  who  died  Jan^* 
19th,  1702,  aged  62  years."  Stone  "to  Mary  Firmin, 
wife  of  John  Firmin,  of  this  parish,  Surgeon,  July 
25th,  1762,  aged  61.  Also  John  Firmin,  Feb^-  28th, 
1763,  aged  65.  Edward  Lant,  1795,  aged  62.  Also 
Mrs.  Susannah  Firmin,  1794,  aged  59.  To  Mr.  John 
Wriffht,  1741,  aged  41.  George  Poulton,  in  1793, 
aged  69  years.  Philip  Kerington,  Nov'-  22nd,  1744, 
aged  71.  John  Saward,  1781,  in  the  42  year  of  his 
age;  also  Elizabeth,  his  daughter,  who  died  April 
10th,  1798,  aged  19."  He  was  owner  of  Gusted  Hall, 
and  related  to  the  family  of  Saward,  of  Thorp  Hall. 
"  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mary,  the  late  wife  of 
Mr;  Thomas  Sly,  who  died  13th  Jan^-  1752,  in  her 
40th  year;  likewise  Cordelia  Sly,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Sly,  1746,  aged  2  yearst  Her  life  was 
short,  the  longer  is  her  rest.  The  Almighty  took  her 
when  He  thought  it  best."  An  altar  tomb  of  brick 
with  "  After  a  laborious  and  frugal  life  spent  in- 
offensively and  grac'd  with  a  good  mixture  of  friendly 
offices  done  frequently  to  his  wanting  neighbours,  here 
rests  in  expectation  of  a  happier  state  the  body  of 
John  Fortescue,  who  departed  Augt.  ye  18,  A.D. 
1710,  aged  63  years;  as  aJbo  of  Anna,  his  wife,  a  very 
helpful  partner  in  all  his  cares.  She  deceased  Feb^' 
28th,  1709,  aged  37.  Earthly  talents  were  unexpect- 
edly multiplied  to  this  prosperous  couple;  but  let 
ye  surviving  remember  when  riches  increase  not  to 
set  their  hearts  upon  them."  A  pillar  monument 
surmounted  with  a  cross  ^^  to  Francis  Trayler,  late 
Governor  of  the  Rochford  Union,  Dec'-  10th,  1875, 
aged  48  years"     On  the  north  side  of  the  Church  are 
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two  Stones  of  the  Waters  family.  They  kept  the  Old 
Ship  Inn.  A  stone  with  floriated  cross  to  ^^  Mary, 
wife  of  Thomas  Coolbear,  in  1823."  These  Coolbeara 
lived  at  Golden  Cross  Farm.  On  the  south  side  is  a 
body  stone  "  To  William  Gower,  of  this  parish,  who 
died  Dec**  20th,  1864,  aged  53  years."  He  was  a 
grocer  in  this  town,  and  was  noted  for  the  good 
quality  of  his  goods,  and  was  greatly  respected  as 
an  upright  tradesman.  There  is  an  altar  tomb  on 
the  same  side  i^ith  '^  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Anne, 
relict  of  the  Rev.  William  Tylney  Spurdens,  of  the 
Oaks,  North  Walsham,  Norfolk,  who  died  at  the 
Lawn,  in  this  parish,  on  the  11th  May,  1859,  aged 
78  years."  See  page  850.  There  is  an  altar  tomb 
witn  iron  railings  **  to  Anne  Wood,  wife  of  William 
Wood,  who  died  in  1755,  aged  42;  also  the  above 
William  Wood,  Sept.  16th,  1756,  aged  59  years;  also 
Phcdbe,  wife  of  Edward  Wood,  in  1828,  aged  49;  also 
William  Edward  Wood,  in  1859,  aged  80  years.  To 
6.  Mann,  in  1852,  aged  56  years.  Erected  by  his 
daughter  Susannah.''  His  brother  Henry  kept  for 
many  years  the  Horse  and  Groom,  Eastwood.  The 
family  now  reside  at  Harrogate.  To  the  east  of  the 
Chancel  is  a  pillar  tomb  ^*  to  Anne,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
John  Williams,  M.  A.,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Baylis, 
of  Winchcomb,  in  Gloucestershire,  who  died  27th 
Nov'*  1858,  in  her  62  year."  To  the  south  of  the 
Tower  is  a  tomb  to  the  Brocklehursts,  linendrapers  iu 
the  town.  To  William  Ayton  Arthy,  bom  May  25th, 
1817,  and  died  Jan^*  21,  1881."  He  was  a  Solicitor 
and  Clerk  to  the  Magistrates;  was  educated  at  the 
Grammar  School,  Chelmsford.  An  altar  tomb  *^  to 
John  Dancer,  of  this  parish,  16th  August,  1821,  aged 
39  years.  A  brick  altar  tomb  to  Joseph  Wyatt,  Sept. 
4th,  1777,  aged  58  years.  Another  to  Thomas  Dowse, 
1844,  aged  81  years;  also  Mary,  his  wife,  in  1810, 
aged  40;  and  Rachel,  their  daughter,  in  1841,  aged 


ROCHFORD   HUNDRED.  879 

33.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Frederick  Tabor,  of  Booking, 
in  1853,  aged  54;  also  Susan  Brooks,  half-sister  of 
the  above,  in  1824,  aged  30,  daughter  of  the  late 
Thomas  Dowse.  James  Giles,  Banker,  1853,  aged 
68;  also  Mary  Ann,  his  wife,  died  in  1821,  aged  35 
years;  also  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  E.  T.  Jackson,  of  this 
town,  and  daughter  of  James  Giles,  in  1870,  aged  50 
years/'  There  are  stones  to  the  Thome  family,  an 
account  of  whom  is  given  in  Leigh.  Some  of  them 
were  butchers  and  grocers  in  this  town ;  and  one  is 
now  an  Auctioneer  and  Road  Surveyor,  at  Billericay. 
There  are  three  stones  to  the  Grabham  family.  ^^  To 
John  Grabham,  M.D ,  18th  Sept.,  1865,  aged  70. 
George  Gristock  Grabham,  his  brother,  in  1851,  aged 
49.  Thomas,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
Grabham,  of  Ham,  near  Bridgewater,  who  died  in 
1820.  Ann  Watts,  more  than  40  years  the  valued 
nurse  and  faithful  friend  of  the  family  of  the  late 
Dr.  Grabham,  died  in  1868,  aged  91."  A  tomb  to 
*'  Rebecca,  wife  of  Michael  Comport,  who  died  Feby. 
12, 1854,  aged  62,  and  near  by  is  a  stone  to  Michael, 
their  child,  who  died  in  1817,  aged  1  month;  also 
Thomas  Fry,  her  brother,  a  Surgeon,  of  Strood,  Kent, 
who  died  at  Rochford,  in  1864,  aged  69.  Stone  ^'  In 
memory  of  Thomas  Merryfield,  of  Great  Doggetts,  in 
this  parish,  died  March  15th,  1847,  aged  57  years. 
To  Mary  Anne  Merryfield,  wife  of  Thomas  Merryfield, 
died  Nov'-  6th,  1836,  aged  45  years.  To  Sarah  Taylor 
Meeson,  of  Doggetts,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Anne  Merryfield,  died  July  29th,  1864,  aged  39  years. 
To  Percy  Meeson,  sixth  son  of  W.  T.  Meeson,  and 
Sarah,  his  wife,  died  Sept.  10th,  1878,  aged  18  years." 
A  flat  marble  stone  '*  to  George  Wood,  Solicitor, 
Rochford,  Essex,  who  died  suddenly  Nov'*  15th, 
1877,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.''  See  the  account 
of  Gusted  Hall.  "  To  Hannah  Turner,  Deer.  12th, 
1758,  aged  17.   To  Robert  Turner,  who  died  in  1854, 
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aged  61  years.'*  This  was  the  noted  constable  and 
thief-catcher.  Stone  ^*  to  the  Marrell  and  Gyant 
family,  and  to  Lisbon  Marshall,  the  second  son  of 
Joseph  Gyant."  One  of  the  latter  was  of  the  White 
Hart,  Eelvcdon.  '^To  the  memory  of  Edward  Digby, 
of  this  parish,  who  died  Feb^-  27th,  1774,  aged  59 
years;  also  Hannah,  wife  of  the  above,  who  died  aged 
70.''  See  Great  Stambridge.  There  are  three  stones 
to  the  Harveys.  The  oldest  is  "  to  Jacob  Harvey,  late 
of  this  parish,  died  Dec''  5th,  1821,  aged  31  years. 

Beneficence  diffasive  is  tbe  Masons  plan. 
And  tmih  and  charity  complete  the  man ; 
If  these  are  principles  deserving  &me. 
Let  Masons  then  enjoy  the  praise  they  claim. 

To  Tamar,  wife  of  William  White  Gillingham,  bom 
in  1798,  died  in  1866;  also  of  W.  W.  Gillingham, 
bom  in  1800,  died  m  1875.  To  WiUiam  Belcham, 
died  1833,  aged  44."  He  was  Landlord  of  the  Marl- 
borough Head.  To  William  Raynham,  and  Lucy,  his 
wife;  the  former  died  in  1867,  aged  74;  the  latter  in 
1864,  aged  71."  There  are  three  stones  to  the  Eemot 
family.  **  To  Susannah,  late  wife  of  William  Pearce 
Eemot,  of  this  parish,  died  in  1830,  a^ed  30  years, 
William  Pearce  ICemot,  died  in  1842,  July  6th,  aged 
45  years.  To  Sarah  Elizabeth  Croxson,  late  of 
Burnham,  June  8th,  1873,  aged  70."  See  Rochford, 
page  837;  and  Barling,  page  37.  A  broken  pillar 
''to  Alfred  Rodd,  in  1872,  and  2  children  of  Alfred 
and  Caroline  Ann  Rodd,  Eate  Bloomfield,  and  Fraser 
Griflaths,"  See  Rayleigh.  "  To  Mary  Ann  CuUmg, 
of  Chislet,  Eent,  died  m  1880,  aged  66.  To  Hannah 
Harman,  wife  of  Benjamin  Harman,  of  South  Lam- 
beth, Surrey,  died  in  1832,  aged  31  years.  In  loving 
memory  of  John  Allen,  who  died  Feby.  18th,  1879, 
aged  80  years.  To  his  eldest  daughter,  Charlotte 
Rebecca,  wife  of  JohnThreadgold,  late  of  Stambridge, 
died  in  1857."      This  AUen  was  the  constructor  of 
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the  famous  whispering  post,  extant  on  Eing^s  Hill. 
There  is  likewise  an  altar  tomb  to  Samuel  Allen. 
*^  To  Mr.  Ralph  Silversides,  of  Swain's  farm,  and 
formerly  of  Ellen thorpe  Hall,  Yorkshire,  after  10 
years  imiction,  died  in  1843,  aged  60  years.  Also 
Jane  Silversides,  sister  of  the  above,  who  died  at 
Southend,  in  1866,  aged  85  years.  Mrs.  Ann  Silver- 
sides,  wife  of  William  Silversides,  of  this  parish,  died 
in  1845,  aged  60  years."  This  William  Silversides 
held  Mucking  Hall,  in  Barling,  for  many  years.  ^*  To 
Hannah  Harman,  wife  of  Benjamin  Harman,  of  South 
Lambeth,  Surrey,  died  in  1832,  aged  31  years.  To 
William  May,  in  1866,  aged  65;  also  Henrietta,  his 
wife,  died  in  1873,  aged  76.  To  Ellen  Starling,  late 
of  London,  obiit  August,  1817,  aged  15  years.  She 
was  never  known  to  tell  a  lie.  Also  of  Thomas 
Starling,  father  of  the  above,  obiit  June  15th,  1850, 
astat  86.  In  affectionate  memory  of  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Aldridce  of  Leigh,  died  Nov'-  18th,  1877.  aged 
38  vears.  To  Martha,  wife  of  Jonathan  Gladwell, 
died  Dec'-  1750,  aged  27  years."  James  Banyard, 
founder  of  the  Sect  now  known  as  the  Peculiars,  who 
died  in  1862,  was  buried  in  this  Churchyard.  He 
began  preaching  about  1836  amongst  the  Wesleyans, 
but  after  his  acquaintance  with  William  Bridges,  in 
1838,  hat  block  maker,  of  Gravel  Lane,  London,  upon 
praying,  ^*  the  Lord  met  him,  and  baptized  him  with 
the  Floly  Ghost,  and  with  power,**  and  he  returned  to 
Rochford  to  preach  ^^  life  and  liberty."  Amongst  the 
miraculous  cures  through  praying,  the  Peculiars  claim 
the  restoration  of  a  woman  to  health  who  had  ^*  lock  jaw 
for  three  weeks,  and  could  only  take  food  in  a  liquid 
state.  At  the  intercession  of  Banyard,  in  less  tnan 
five  minutes,  the  Lord  delivered  her  body,  and  saved 
her  soul.'*  Amongst  other  cures  they  claim  restoring 
^'  the  blind  to  sight,  healing  cripples,  agues,  the  bloody 
flux,  and  one  case  of  illness  where  the  patient  had 
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never  spoken  for  a  month,  by  simply  applying  a 
handkerchief  as  directed  in  Acts  xix."  *  There  is  no 
monumental  stone  or  any  memento  of  the  deceased 
erected,  and  it  is  not  apparently  a  custom  for  this 
sect  to  do  so.  After  his  apostacy  in  the  matter  of 
doctors,  they  renounced  the  name  of  Banyarditea, 
and  the  few  that  followed  him  have  rejoined  the 
adherents  of  the  original  doctrines,  and  the  name 
of  Banyardite  is  now  considered  opprobrious^  This 
enthusiastic  Anabaptist,  boasting  of  his  supernatural 
powers,  once  declared  that  by  faith  he  could  walk 
over  the  Crouch  river  at  Cricksea  Ferry,  but  as  thoae 

5 resent  had  no  faith  respecting  the  exploit*  he  wisely 
edined  the  venture,  much  to  the  regret  of  those  who 
anticipated  an  immersion.  Had  hb  disciples  express- 
ed any  faith  he  would  doubtless  have  adopted  the  ruse 
of  the  Mormonite,  who  gathered  a  great  concourse  to 
witness  a  similar  feat  in  America,  by  asking  them 
whether  they  believed  he  could  do  this,  and  upon 
having  an  affirmative  reply,  declined  the  miracle, 
as  it  was  no  longer  needed,  by  which  he  achieved 
considerable  fame. 

There  are  likewise  in  this  Churchyard  memorials  of 
the  following  families :  '^  Freeman,  Bug,  Marsh,  Braid, 
Lukin,  Shelley,  McDurmid,  Garrad,  Le  Grys,  Codlin, 
Pryke,  P^ne,  Palmer,  Hawlev,  May,  Lewin  Staggs, 
Burgess,  riper,  Stock,  Webb,  Davie,  Bright,  Marshall, 
Keys,  Darby,  Boyden,  Cook,  Bishop,  Pepper,  Mascall, 
Pond,  Bowles,  Quy,  White,  Appleton,  Boosey,  Wade, 
Ashton,  Wiggins,  Wilson  of  Thundersley,  Lindzell, 
Clark,  Gray,  Whitaker,  Going,  Moss,  Grant,  Carter, 
Murrell,  Bragg,  Podd,  Dismore,  Newman,  Cottis, 
Crick,  Wade,  Chapman,  Johnson,  Kemp,  Beehag, 
Asbey,  Miller,  Henry  Eagle,  late  of  Billericay.''  His 
widow,   whose  maiden  name  was  Wilson,  was  first 

•  Bee  an  aooonnt  of  these  onrea  in  «'the  Origin  of  the  Peonliitf  People/* 
T  Isaac  Andenon.    Bee  PrittleweU. 
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wife  to  James  Vandervord.      "  Bright,  King,  Foster, 
Luker-" 

The  Rochfof  d  registers  commence  in  1 678,  but  there 
are  no  parish  books  of  any  antiquity  extant,  or  can  be 
discovered.  This  is  to  be  greatly  regretted,  as  many 
interesting  historical  facts  are  lost  to  posterity,  and 
valuable  information  irretrievably  buried  in  oblivion. 
The  following  burials  are  recorded  as  having  taken 
place  in  the  Chancel:  "  1688,  July  26th,  James,  son 
of  James  Svmonds,  Clerk.  1688,  Nov'-  17th,  Kath- 
erine,  his  daughter.  1689,  Sept.  9th,  Rebekah,  his 
daughter."  (See  page  865).  **  Jonas  Maiden,  of 
Rochford,  Apothecary,  Aug,  19th,  1685.  James, 
Bon  of  Mrs.  Mary  Maiden,  Nov'-  16th,  1685."  Mary, 
wife  of  Stephen  Vassall,  of  Rochford,  Draper,  Feb^* 
12th,  1679.  Henry  Battle,  buried  in  the  body  of 
the  Church,  Feb^-  16th,  1688."  The  following  are 
some  of  the  Curates,  in  addition  to  those  who  have 
memorials:  1735,  Walter  Worth.  George  Pye  from 
1764  to  1782.  He  was  Rector  of  Stowell,  Somerset; 
and  buried  at  Rochford,  in  1782.  William  Woolhouse 
Robinson,  1826.  He  died  in  1882,  at  Clifton,  leaving 
a  widow;  his  only  child,  a  son,  died  of  fever  years 
back.  Mr.  Robinson  was  a  total  abstainer,  of  the 
Evangelical  School ;  worked  hard  in  the  parish,  but 
tired  out  his  large  congregations  with  sermons  more 
than  an  hour  long.  E.  W.  Barlow,  1837.  He  married 
Louisa  Hay  ward,  and  retired  and  died  at  Bath.  H. 
E.  F.  Vallancey,  1839,  who  now  holds  the  preferment 
of  Sutton  Vicarage,  St.  Helens,  Lancashire.  Charles 
Penny,  M.A.,  of  Oxford,  in  1844.  He  married  Mary 
Gristock,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Grabham,  M.D., 
and  was  formerly  curate  of  Yeovil,  Somerset,  and  for 
34  years  Rector  of  West  Coker,  Somerset.  Edward 
Archer  from  1844  to  1854.  He  was  an  Irishman,  and 
died  at  Barkwith  Rectory.  Charles  Greenside  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  was  much  liked  in  the  Parish.      The 

B  9. 
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Schools,  in  which  he  took  great  interest,  were  extended 
in  his  time.  The  parish  was  ander  his  charge  from 
1855  to  1859.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Christopher  Greenside,  for  fifty  years  Rector  of  Great 
Manninsham,  near  Lynn,  in  Norfolk.  He  married  a 
niece  of  Rev.  Henry  Meeres,  of  Haddenham,  was 
of  St.  Peter's  College,  Cambridge,  and  formerly 
Chaplain  to  the  British  Community  at  Archangel,  in 
Russia,  for  five  years,  and  afterwards  at  Moscow.  He 
once  gave  a  lecture  at  Rochford,  illustrated  by  his 
own  sketches,  describing  the  manners  and  customs  of 
Russia,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  him  on  the  day  of 
humiliation  during  the  Crimean  war  attracted  some 
attention,  and  was  published  by  request.  After 
leaving  Rochford  he  held  several  curacies  and  was 
subsequently  Yicar  of  Old  Malton,  Yorkshire,  and 
lastly  Rector  of  Thorpe  Bassett,  in  the  same  county. 
His  son,  Charles  Edward  Greenside,  formerly  Curate 
of  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  is  now  Rector  of 
Elmley,  Wakefield.  George  Pridham,  B.C.L.,  1860. 
He  was  afterwards  Vicar  of  East  Tilbury,  and  is  now 
Vicar  of  a  parish  near  Bristol.  William  H.  Wardell, 
(brother  of  Charles  Wardell,  alias  Kelly,  the  actor), 
from  1867,  was  in  sole  charge  for  four  years.  Upon 
his  departure  he  received  very  gratifying  testimonials; 
he  is  now  Rector  of  St.  Giles's,  Colchester,  and  mar- 
ried Kate,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  William  GregscHi,^ 
Solicitor,  of  Rochford.  T.  W.  Goddard,  1879,  is  now 
Vicar  of  Bitteswell,  near  Lutterworth,  Leicestershire. 
F.  T.  Grey,  1881.  Of  high  descent,  now  in  sole  charge 
of  Little  Heath,  Chadwell  Heath.  Claude  Haskins 
de  la  Mothe,  who  exchanged  with  Mr.  Grey,  was  a 
splendid  preacher,  and  had  a  good  tenor  voice.  He 
married  Jecholiah  Elkington,  at  St.  Mark's  Church, 

*  The  large  briok  home  in  the  Square,  facing  the  east,  the  reeidenoe  of 
"Ur,  GregBon,  wai  built  by  one  CoUis,  (brother  of  Mrs.  Crick  of  the  Koreery 
GardeuB).  circa  1769,  by  means  of  a  fortanate  lottery  ticket.  It  was  inhabit- 
ed  at  one  time  by  Vandersee,  and  afterwards  by  Comport,  both  Solioitors. 
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Hamilton  Terrace,  London,  Sept,  2nd,  1884,  The 
Rev.  Canon  Duckworth,  D.D.,  officiated. 

An  addition  to  the  Churchyard  on  the  south  side, 
was  made  in  1870. 

The  registers  contain  some  valuable  and  interesting 
entries.  ^^  Ambrose  Dudley,  of  Hack  well,  and  Anne 
Purchas,  of  Rochford,  were  married  by  banns,  Octr. 
5th,  1712."  "  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Purchas 
and  Anne,  his  wife,  was  baptized  1715.  Samuel,  son 
of  Samuel  Purchas,  and  Anne,  his  wife,  baptized  in 
1716,  and  buried  June  26th  of  the  same  year." 
There  was  a  Samuel  Purchas,  son  of  Thomas,  Vicar 
of  Eastwood,  living  in  1657,  and  another  Samuel,  son 
of  Samuel  Purchas,  Rector  of  Sutton,  living  at  the 
same  period,  but  although  a  probability,  we  cannot 
identify  the  above  entries  as  belonging  to  these 
celebrated  persons.  There  are  entries  of  the  baptisms 
of  several  of  the  Tyrells,  (now  of  Suffolk).  "  Anne, 
daughter  of  Charles  Tyrell,  and  Martha,  his  wife, 
baptized  in  1702.  Charles  Aug*-  7th,  1703.  Martha 
in  1705.  Edmund  in  1707,  and  another  Anne  in 
1709,  (See  Leigh,  Shopland  and  Sutton).  **  Robert, 
son  of  Robert  Wright,  and  Anne,  his  wife,  baptized  in 
1695.  (Her  maiden  name  was  Bower).  Of  the  Weld 
family,  is  the  marriage  of  William  Weld,  widower, 
and  Martha  Bowles,  in  1710,  and  the  baptisms  of 
his  sons  William  in  1711,  and  Daniel  in  1712.  John, 
son  of  Thomas  Spurgion,  of  Great  Doggetts,  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  bap.  in  1715.  John  Yassall,  son  of 
John  Yassall,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  bap.  1700. 
James,  son  of  John  Berriman,  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
bap.  1699.  Amongst  the  marriages  are  '^  Nicolas 
Kennett,  and  Mary  Woods,  by  license,  in  1701.  John 
Maiden,  late  of  Canewdon,  and  Elizabeth  Walker,  of 
Hawkwell,  widow,  by  license,  in  1704.'*  (See  Prittle- 
well).  "  John  Reison,  of  Rayleigh,  widower,  and 
Deborah  Pratt,  widow,  of  Rochford,  by  license,  in 
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1690.  John  White  and  Elizabeth  Cripps,  of  Rochford, 
married  by  license  in  1695.  Benjamin  Ferris,  Min- 
ister of  Prittlewell,  and  Margaret  Hicks,  of  the  same 
parish  married  July  8th,  1681.  (See  Prittlewell). 
James  Harris  and  Elizabeth  Ffortescue,  married 
by  license,  Oct'-  19th,  1710."  Amongst  the  burials 
are  **Mrs.  Mary  Joyner,  Dec'-  18th,  1693.  John 
Ffortescue,  Junr ,  buried  Jany.  30th,  1692.  John 
Nanta,  of  Rochford,  Chyrurgion,  in  1690.  (See 
Prittlewell).  "Mrs.  Mary  Weld,  buried  Oct'-  27th, 
1688.  Josias  Weld,  Carpenter,  March  24th,  1680. 
William  Weld  buried  Nov'-  26th,  1715,  and  Martha, 
his  widow,  Dec'-  15th,  1715.  Elizabeth,  daughter  oi 
John  Lister,  buried  Dec'-  8th,  1718,  in  a  vault.  It 
appears  he  had  a  daughter,  Mary,  bom  Oct'-  26th, 
1716.  (See  page  865).  Thomas  Hayes,  Apothecary, 
buried  1717.  John  Cannom,  Gent,  buried  1713. 
Thomas  Jackson,  Apothecary,  found  drowned  on 
Foulness  Sands,  and  buried  here  in  May  1711." 
There  are  likewise  records  of  the  families  of  White, 
Carre,  Asplin,  (including  Jonas*  and  Francis),  Bray  in 
1692,  Pratt,  Parsons,  Woodward,  Cockerton,  Robjent, 
Fenner  in  1705  and  1709,  Keys,  Sawell,  Hatch,  Dale, 
King  and  Eersterman.  Kobert  Salmon  and  Cannom 
Barrington  were  Churchwardens  in  1783.  Rowland 
Berkeley,  LL.D.,  was  then  Rector;  he  built  the  wall 
round  the  parsonage  garden  the  following  year,  but 
we  find  the  glebe  lands,  in  1790,  were  over-run  with 
bushes  and  briars. 

It  appears  until  the  middle  of  the  last  century  there 
were  few,  if  any,  resident  Magistrates,  but  Magistrates 
Irom  other  parts  of  the  County  occasionally  paid  a 
visit  (to  Rayleifi^h  for  instance),  to  sign  the  rates, 
but  frequently  these  were  made  and  collected  solely 
by  the  consent  of  the  Parishioners.  The  Magistrates 
whose  names  appear  in  Parish  books  were  W.  Mild- 

•  Jonas  married  Helen  Beardwell,  by  lioenae,  in  1703. 
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may  and  Jo.  Barrington,  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak, 
1656.  John  Paschall,  1657.  T.  Argall,  1661. 
a  Ffytche,  1667-  R.  Everard  of  Great  Walthani, 
and  William  Pert,  1679.  Jo.  Tendring  and  Alexander 
Prescott,  of  Thoby  Priory,  Mountnessing,  1683. 
Samuel  Hare^  1691.  Francis  Barrington  and  John 
Bramston,  1696.  William  Cumins,  of  Homchurch, 
or  Widford,  1684.  Samuel  Wysman,  1696.  Samuel 
Horsmanden,  1698.  William  Walker,  1 699.  George 
Asser,  1703.  Anthony  Collins,  1721.  A.  A.  Sykes, 
1727.  Charles  Tyrell  and  Thomas  Holt,  1730.  George 
Montgomerie  and  Andrew  Osbom,  1731.  John  Lister, 
1735.  William  Nicholson,  1740.  William  Kingsman, 
1742.  JohnLodwick,  1746.  Chester  Moor  Hall,  1751. 
Thomas  Drew,  1765.  John  Chalmers,  1768.  C. 
Irwin  and  D.  Scratton,  1769.  Luke  Imber  and  J.  P. 
Harvye,  1772.  Backhouse  Carr,  1776.  Robert  Hust, 
1780.  John  Harriott  and  Thomas  Harridge,  1791. 
Thomas  Sumner,  1793.  J.  Wise,*  1804.  W.  J. 
Ramsden,  Jonas  Asplin  and  G.  D.  Carr,  1807.  Geo. 
Wyatt,  1809.  George  Harrison  Wilson,  1819.  J. 
Barrington,  1824.  J.  Lodwick,  1828.  George  Swayne, 
D.D.,  Vicar  of  Hockley,  1829.  James  Tabor,  Algernon 
Holt  White,  George  Asser  White  Welch,  Sir  Charles 
Nicholson,  Bart.,  Dale  Knapping,  Arthur  Tawke,  John 
Baker,  Edward  Arthur  Wedd,  Charles  Albert  Tabor, 
Brobert  Henry  Heygate  and  John  Page  have  since 
had  seats  upon  this  Bench. 

The  two  yearly  fairs  on  Easter  Tuesday  and  on  the 
Wednesday  after  29th  September  have  been  abolished, 
but  the  business  transacted  at  the  weekly  market  on 
Thursday  in  com,  and  every  alternate  Thursday  for 
cattle,  has  greatly  increased. 

The  Wesleyans  formerly  had  a  Chapel  on  parish 
property,    which    building    is   now    converted   inta 

*  Wise  was  a  three  bottle  man,  and  hi!  capacity  for  eating  may  be  judged 
when  he  used  to  say  that  a  goose  was  an  awkward  bird,  too  much  for  one 
and  not  enoagh  for  two. 
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Cottages.  It  was  held  on  lease  dated  April  27th, 
1841,  and  was  registered  for  marriages  Sept.  17th, 
1852.  The  present  Chapel,  situate  in  North  Street,  was 
built  in  1 8S0,  on  ground  purchased  by  the  Wesleyan 
body,  and  Mr.  John  George  Baxter,  of  Southend, 
t.ook  a  prominent  part  in  its  erection  and  cost,  which 
amounted  to  about  d£800.  Mr.  Baxter  was  a  kind- 
hearted,  estimable  man,  one  who  was  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  which  he  amassed  principally  by  the 
winkle  and  oyster  grounds.  He  was  born  at  Leigh,  in 
Essex,  1806,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Southwark. 
He  was  one  of  a  large  family,  had  a  restricted 
education,  and  suffered  many  privations  when  young. 
He  married  in  1829,  at  Great  vVakering,  Lucy  Pajme, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  the  present  G.  J.  Baxter* 
She  died  in  1851,  and  he  remarried  in  the  following 
3near.  He  generally  visited  Leigh  on  Good  Friday,  to 
attend  the  annual  tea  meeting,  and  finally  retired  to 
Carlton  Villa,  Southend,  and  died  Oct'-  20th,  1881, 
aged  75  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  St. 
John's  Church,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  pre- 
deceased him  Feb^*  6th  in  the  same  year,  aged  77. 
A  tablet  to  his  memory  was  erected  in  this  Chapel 
shortly  afterwards  by  subscription. 

The  Congregationalists  have  a  commodious  chapel 
situated  in  North  Street,  which,  according  to  the  trust 
deeds,  was  erected  in  1741.  Nine  years  later,  Mr. 
William  Wallman,  of  Southchurch  and  Great  Wakering 
built,  at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  to  the 
congregation,  the  minister's  house,  which  he  placed 
in  trust  for  the  perpetual  use  of  the  minister  of  the 
chapel.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  as  far  back  as  1581, 
a  separatist  church  was  formed  in  Rochford  Hall,  on  the 
principles  of  Independency,  under  the  auspices  of  Lord 
Kich,  the  pastor  being  the  Rev.  Robert  Wright.  The 
members  did  not  entirely  withdraw  themselves  from 
the  parish  church,  but  held  their  meetings  at  the  Hall, 
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about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening.         The  mother  of 
Francis,    afterwards    Lord    Bacon,    described   their 
worship  with  commendation,  but  this  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  Queen,  Lord  Rich  and  Mr.  Wright  were 
apprehended^  the  church  dissolved,  and  the  members 
scattered.     Whether  the  existing  community  is  the 
outcome  of  the  seed  thus  sown  cannot  be  determined 
with  any  certainty,  but  there  are  many  who  hold  to 
this    opinion,    as  many  papers  have  been  found  in 
London   and  elsewhere  of  the  sect  existing  in  the 
hundreds  of  £ssex  at  different  times  in  the  17tb 
century.        Previously  to  the  erection  of  the  new 
chapel  the  people  used  to  meet  in  a  large  building  on 
the  King's  Hill  Estate.     The  chapel  was,  at  the  first, 
supplied   with  preachers  from  the  students  of  Dr. 
Doddridge's  Academy,  at  Northanipton,  the  primary 
settled  occupier  of  the  pulpit  was  John  Bailey  Tailer, 
who  was  followed  by  Nathaniel  Spurgin  and  Evan 
Davies,*  only,  however,  for  a  few  years  each.    In  1769 
Samuel  Andrewes  was  chosen  minister,  and  retained 
the  office  until  his  death  in  1603.       He  was  a  man  of 
talent,  and  highly  respected,  not  only  by  his  own 
people,    but    by  the   entire   neighbourhood.        His 
doctrinal  views  were,  however,  somewhat  different 
towards  the  close  of  his  ministry  from  those  of  many 
of  his  people.     At  his  death  there  was  great  cause 
for  fear  lest  a  Unitarian  minister  should  succeed  him. 
Happily  the  orthodox  party  obtained  the  majority, 
and  ultimately  the  right  of  selecting  a  minister  who 
should  preach  a  gospel  founded  on  the  divinity  and 

*  lu  the  records  of  the  ohapel  there  is  nothing  farther  related  either  of 
Sporgin  or  Dariee,  but  respecting  the  latter,  and  one  Briggs,  a  tailor,  there 
is  a  copypreserTed  of  a  letter,  in  1761,  from  John  Harriott,  to  John  Stonard 
of  West  Hall,  Paglesham,  which  does  not  give  a  favourable  impression  of 
these  parties.  He  terms  Davies  '*  a  preaching  Jackass,  and  that  it  he  and 
Briggs  were  to  visit  London,  he  makes  no  doubt  they  would  create  as  much 
diversion  as  the  Cock  Lane  Ghost."  Harriott  at  this  time  was  16  years  old, 
and  thruagh  life  entertained  an  aversion  to  Dissenters,  so  we  must  take  this 
opinion  as  a  prejudiced  one.  Stonaid  appears  to  have  attended  the  minis- 
try of  Davies,  and  made  notes  of  his  discourBOs. 
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atonement  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.      His  successor 
was   James  Davison,  whose  nine  years  or  more  of 
ministration  does  not  appear  to  have  been  particularly 
felicitous  and  prosperous.    Edward  Harrison  May  was 
the  next  pastor,  and  he,  after  about  five  years  of  the 
work,  removed  to  Croydon,  whence  he  afterwards  emi- 
grated to  America.   Li  Sept.,  1821,  George  Dempster 
Mudie  was  appointed  pastor;  he  remained  four  years 
only,  and  was  succeeded  by  George  Harris,  in  1825. 
He  resigned  in  1835,  and  retired  to  Ringwood,  Hants, 
where  he  died,  circa  1866  or  7.     We  now  come  to  a 
name   deserving  considerably  more  than  a  passing 
word,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Temple.       He  was  bom 
March  19th,  1807,  at  Guildhall,  in  London.      (His 
father,  George  Temple,  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Surrey  chapel,  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  late  Rev.  Rowland  Hill).    From  1826  to  1829  he 
was  principally  engaged  in  supplying  chapels  in  and 
around  the  metropolis;  then  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment to  Hindon,  Wilts,  a  station  in  connection  with 
the  Home  Mbsionary   Society,  where  he   remained 
about  sixteen  months,  when  he  was  invited,  in  1831, 
to  the   church  at  Birdbush,*  where,  after  a   brief 
probation,  he  became  pastor.     He  married  in  1834. 
Amid  the  wild  and  romantic  scenery  of  Birdbush  and 
Salisbury  plain  he  composed  the  greater  part  of  that 
useful  work  '*  The  Christian's  DaQy  Treasury."      His 
favourite  spot  for  study  was  the  chapel  burial  ground ; 
and  here,  on  the  grave  of  his  predecessor,  he  composed 
many  of  his  discourses.     Some  of  the  more  opulent  and 
zealous  members  of  his  congregation  dying,  contracted 
his  usefulness,  and  he  left  the  place  much  to  the  regret 
of  every  one.      Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1835,  he 
accepted  the  call  of  the  church  at  Rochford,  to  settle 
there.      It  increased  largely  under  his  ministration, 

*  This  churoh,  eetabliihed  in  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  was  thefirat 
in  Wiltshire. 
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and  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the  building, 
which  was  accordingly  done  at  an  outlay  of  about 
six  hundred  pounds.  He  occasionally  preached  at 
Canewdon,  Paglesham,  Hawk  well  and  Hockley.  A  few 
expressions  in  one  of  his  distributed  tracts  led  to  a 
controversy  between  him  and  the  vicar  of  this  latter 
parish.  A  clergyman  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
judging  his  character,  justly  and  liberally  observed, 
^^  if  there  was  a  man  in  Rochford,  desirous  of  doing 
good  it  was  Mr.  Temple."  He  encountered  much 
opposition,  which  he  surmounted,  and  was  witness  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel ;  and  it  was  he  who  was 
the  principal  promoter  in  the  building  of  the  chapel 
at  Battles  Bridge,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  people  there.  His  energetic  mind  car- 
ried him  far  beyond  his  corporeal  powers,  and  he  died 
in  1841,  in  London,  whither  he  had  gone  for  medical 
advice.  At  his  own  request,  and  by  the  desire  of  his 
people,  his  remains  were  brought  to  Kochford  for 
interment,  and  a  marble  tablet  with  the  following 
inscription  was  placed  in  the  chapel.  ^'  To  the  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Temple,  for  five  years  the  beloved 
minister  of  this  church  and  congregation,  and  to  whose 
faithful  labours  may  be  ascribed  the  enlargement  of 
this  chapel.^  He  died  in  London,  Jan^-  28th,  aged  33 
years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  here  Feb^-  7th, 
1841.  This  tablet  was  erected  as  a  tribute  of  respect 
by  his  affectionate  people."  At  his  death  Mr.  Bodley 
became  minister,  (of  whom  we  say  nothing,  except 
that  he  died  at  Congleton,  Cheshire,  a  J.r.)  to  be 
succeeded,  in  1 847,  by  the  present  holder  of  the  pulpit, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hayward,  who  is  esteemed  and 
universally  respected. 

In  the  chapel  yard  is  a  tomb  "  to  Thomas  Scott, 
who  died  April  15th,  1853«  aged  65  years;  also  Maria 

•  The  ground  required  was  given  by  MIbs  Laxnbirth. 
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Scott,  his  wife,  Oct'-  5th,  1860,  aged  70."  He  drove 
the  mail  cart  from  Rochford  to  Southend  and 
Wakering  for  many  years.  There  are  two  body  stones 
surrounded,  with  iron  railing,  to  ^^  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
William  Henry  Jackson^  who  died  in  1849,  aged  35 
years;  also  W.  H.  Jackson,  in  1863,  aged  54  years. 
To  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Horsnell.  died  in  1840, 
aged  30  years.  Also  Mary,  the  beloved  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  Laver,  of  Sutton  Valence,  Kent,  who  died 
in  1866,  aged  28  years.''  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Horsnell,  and  her  husband  had  occasionally  done  duty 
in  this  place.  ^^  To  Eli  Beckwith,  died  in  1841,  aged 
51  years,  he  was  a  thatcher  by  occupation,  a  deacon 
of  this  church,  and  Schoolmaster  to  the  British  Schools. 
Another  to  James  Beckwith,  died  in  1859,  aged  44. 
A  tomb  to  three  children  of  Edward  and  Anne  Tabor, 
of  Sutton  HalL  ^^To  Samuel  Andrewes,  minister, 
died  and  buried  in  1803,  together  with  his  wife  Ann. 
There  are  several  tombs  to  the  Carters»  '^  Charles,  died 
in  1842,  aged  68,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wiie,  in  1846.'' 
The  family  have  now  died  out.  ^^  To  Mrs.  Mary 
Blackborne,  of  Ousted  Hall,  who  died  July  20th, 
1827,  aged  30,  and  to  Mr.  Anthony  Blackborne,  late 
husband  of  the  above,  who  died  Nov'-  7  th,  1827,  aged 
38  years."  To  James  West,  who  died  in  1815.  A 
stone  to  five  children  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hayward, 
and  Sarah,  his  wife. 

The  Peculiar's  chapel  was  built  in  1834.  Banyard 
started  the  religion  in  the  house  which  is  now  devoted 
to  the  post  office.  Subsequently  he  married  a  Miss 
Knapping,  who  had  money;  he  then  erected  the  chapel 
in  North  Street.  Outsiders  gave  the  name  of  Ban- 
yardites  to  the  members  of  this  persuasion,  but  they 
termed  themselves  United  Brethren.  One  of  their 
rules  is  never  to  call  in  a  medical  man,  no  matter 
^hat  the  necessity,  but  this  rule  Banyard  himself 
>ke  in  the  case  of  one  of  his  children.       His  people 
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thereupon  left  him,  and  styled  themselves  Peculiars, 
a  name  they  are  now  very  generally  known  by. 
Service  is  held  in  the  chapel  three  times  a  day  on 
Sundays. 

The  Strict  Baptist  Cause,  or  Hyper-Baptists  have 
a  chapel  called  Zion  Chapel,  in  South  Street,  but  have 
no  regular  preachers. 

There  is  an  extensive  range  of  Alms  Houses  situated 
near  the  Bridge  leading  to  the  Church.  Their  origin 
was  in  this  wise.  Richard  Lord  Riche,*  by  a  codicil 
to  his  will  dated  10th  June,  1567,  after  stating  the 
lands  &c.  he  had  bequeathed  to  his  son,  Sir  Robert 
Ryche,  Knight,  and  his  heirs,  gave  thereout  to  the 
Alms  House  then  to  be  erected  in  Rochford,  five  or 
six  acres  of  wood,  parcel  of  Strowdewick,  called 
Britcherly,  and  another  parcel  of  the  same  Strowde* 
wick,  containing  three  or  four  acres,  with  Little 
Downes  and  Bricelclose ;  also  five  acres  lying  within 
Rochford  Park,  on  the  north  side,  leading  down  where 
the  Vawte  should  go,  and  a  marsh  and  ground  called 
Wakeringes,  lying  in  Much  Wakering,  in  the  tenure 
of  Robert  Edmonds;  and  as  much  ground  within  the 
Clappe  Gate  leading  to  Rochford  town  as  should  serve 
for  the  site,  garden  and  orchard,  where  the  Alms 
House  should  be  built,  as  it  was  then  appointed  and 
staked  out.'*  This  Will  was  proved  June  3rd,  1568, 
by  his  Executors,  Sir  William  Cordell,  Knight,  Gilbert 
Gerrarde  and  William  Bourne.  His  son,  Robert  Lord 
Riche,  died  in  1580-1,  without  carrying  out  his  Other's 
intention;  but  his  grandson,  Robert,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Warwick,  by  Will  dated  15th  September,  1617,  recites 
that  he  had  ^^  according  to  the  intention  of  his  Father 
and  Grandfather,  erected  a  mansion  for  certain  alms 

*  In  this  will,  Biohe  ordeni  "  his  ezeontoni  to  buy  oat  of  his  eitate,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  bause-bom  son  Biohsrd,  (formerly  mentioned),  a  woman 
ward  in  view  to  a  marriage,  or  other  woman  having  lands,  manors,  &o." 
This  seems  a  onrions  way  of  providing  for  one*B  children,  bat  was  a  common 
practice  in  those  days. 
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men  and  poor  people  at  Rochfordi  and  declared  that 
his  executor  snould  convey  lands  &c.  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  said  almsmen  for  ever,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  £60  per  annum;  and  his  Will  was 
that  there  should  be  six  poor  people  placed  there, 
whereof  five  should  be  aged,  poor,  lame  or  impotent, 
and  the  sixth  should  be  an  ancient  poor  woman,  fit 
and  able  to  attend  and  keep  the  others,  and  out  of  the 
said  £60,  each  of  them  should  have  3s.  4d.  every  week, 
and  25s.  8d.  each  for  a  gown  against  Christmas  day, 
yearly;  and  that  every  one  should  have  every  year, 
two  good  loads  of  wood  out  of  his  woods  in  Rochford 
hundred,  to  be  carried  to  the  said  Alms  House  by  his 
heirs,  owners  of  his  chief  house  at  Rochford;  and  he 
willed  that  there  should  be  ordinances  made  for  the 
good  ordering  of  the  said  almsmen,  according  to  the 
constitution  ordained  by  his  Grandfather  for  the  order- 
ing of  the  Alms  House  erected  by  him  at  Felsted." 
These  Alms  Houses  are  divided  into  six  dwellings, 
having  one  large  room,  one  cupboard  and  one  porch. 
When  the  Charity  Commissioners  made  their  report 
the  repairs  were  kept  up  by  the  Honourable  W.  P. 
T.  Long  Wellesley,  the  owner  of  the  Rochford  Hall 
estates.  At  that  period  the  Alms  Houses  were  chiefly 
occupied  by  decayed  servants  on  the  estate,  selected 
by  the  Steward.  There  were  then,  three  married  men 
and  their  wives,  two  widows  and  one  widower;  they 
received  no  pecuniary  benefit  from  either  of  the  above 
wills,  but  were  supported  by  their  respective  parishes ; 
but  they  had  a  supply  of  coals  during  the  winter 
months  from  the  trustees  of  the  other  charities  in  the 
parish.  The  devise  of  Richard  Lord  Ryche,  and  the 
provision  in  the  will  of  Robert  Lord  Ryche,  so  far  as 
is  known,  never  took  effect ;  and  in  the  will  of  Charles, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  proved  in  1673,  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  Alms  Houses  at  Rochford.  At  the  present  day 
they  are  all  inhabited  by  women  who  receive  the  rents 
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of  the  Gardens,  less  the  small  sum  required  for  repairs 
&c.  They  are  nominated  to  their  occupancies  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Charity,  who  were  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners  some  few  years  back ;  the  Rector  and 
Churchwardens  of  Rochford  being  ex-officio  Trustees. 

Joslyns  Charity  originated  from  the  will  of  Thomas 
Joslyn,  proved  12th  Dec^'  1806,  and  consists  of  15 
acres,  2  roods,  20  poles,  called  ^^  Little  Guards,"  in 
the  parish  of  Hockley,  situate  in  Green  Street.  The 
Minister  and  two  Churchwardens,  with  four  of  the 
most  substantial  men  of  Rochford,  have  the  letting  of 
this  land,  and  distributing  the  yearly  rent  according 
to  the  will  of  the  donor.  It  is  now  let  at  £20  a  year 
and  given  away  in  coals.  For  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  this  charity  see  Hockley,  page  282. 

In  the  Parliamentary  returns  of  1 786  it  states  that 
a  donor  unknown,  gave  land,  but  for  what  purpose 
was  also  unknown,  which  was,  and  now  is,  invested  in 
the  Trustees  of  Joslyn's  charity.  It  was  formerly  in 
three  closes,  consisting  of  arable  land,  with  a  boarded 
cottage  thereon,  called  Pest  House,  now  demolished; 
the  whole  consisting  of  9  acres,  3  roods  and  19  poles, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  several  inclosures,  formerly 
part  of  Rochford  Common. 

A  close  of  arable  land,  derived  from  the  same  party, 
containing  5  acres  and  4  poles,  is  situate  on  the  north 
side  of  Iron  Well  Lane.     See  Hawkwell. 

The  same  donor  left  a  piece  of  ground  containing 
about  half-a-rood  in  North  Street,  in  this  parish,  near 
the  Crown  Inn,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  leading 
from  Rochford  to  Hawkwell.  It  was  let,  in  1810,  upon 
a  consideration  of  £20  on  lease  for  60  years  to  Thomas 
Hayward,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £1  Is.,  tne  tenant  having 
the  liberty  to  remove  any  buildings  he  might  erect 
thereon,  at  the  end  of  the  term.  There  are  now  two 
cottages  on  the  land,  in  Clark's  executors,  who  pay 
£l  Is.  per  annum,  and  are  entitled  to  remove  the 
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buildings.  All  these  Chftrities,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Alms  Houses,  are  in  the  hands  of  Joslyn's  trustees, 
and  an  account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
rents  are  kept,  together  with  a  list  of  the  objects  who 
partake  of  the  benefits  arising  thereirom. 

The  old  market  house,  built  on  the  model  of  the 
Cinque  Porte  Court  House,  in  1707,  of  which  many 
photographs  exist,  and  the  site,  were  conveyed  by  the 
Earl  of  Momington  to  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers of  Rochford,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish ;  and 
the  quaint  old  building  was  pulled  down  in  1861.  It 
had  a  turret  of  open  timber  construction,  with  a 
pyramidal  roof,  the  apex  of  which  was  cut  off  to  make 
way  for  a  simple  bell  cote,  in  which  swung  the  Town 
Bell. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  there  was  a 
National  School  here,  under  Trustees,  in  conjunction 
with  one  near  Peyton's  Pit,  Great  Wakering,  They 
were,  for  a  long  time,  managed  by  a  joint  Committee, 
and  were  meant  as  central  Schools  for  the  surrounding 
parishes.  They  were  afterwards  separated.  The 
Rochford  School  was  in  connection  with  the  British  and 
Foreign  School  Society;  and  that  of  Great  Wakering 
with  the  National  Society  or  Church  of  England. 
Once  a  year  the  children  travelled  from  Wakering  in 
waggons  wreathed  with  boughs,  to  attend  a  sermon  at 
Rochford  Church,  when  they  dined  in  public,  after 
which  the  supporters  of  these  institutions  had  dinner 
under  a  marquee;  and  then  the  majority  adjourned 
to  the  Hall  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  that  mansion. 
These  halcyon  days  are  gone.  In  1841  there  were  218 
children  in  Rochford  School,  and  104  at  Great  Waker- 
ing, and  an  annual  report  was  made,  after  a  visitation 
by  the  Bishop  of  London's  Inspector.  This  is  all 
changed,  and  new  Schools  in  Dale  Road,  with  Master's 
House,  at  a  cost  of  £4,000  were  erected  in  1877,  under 
a  School  Board.    This  Board  comprises  five  members. 
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The  Union  Workhouse  was  erected  in  1837-8,  and 
built  of  brick.  Since  which  a  Chapel  and  Infirmary 
has  been  added. 

The  County  Court  House  was  erected  in  1859,  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  £3,000. 

The  Com  Exchange,  erected  in  1866,  by  a  limited 
Company  with  a  capital  of  £1,250,  is  governed  by 
seven  Directors.     F.  Chancellor  was  the  Architect. 

The  first  Bank  known  in  this  district  was  called  the 
"  Rochford  Hundred  and  Billericay  Bank/'  The 
Partners  were  Matthew  Barnard  Harvey  and  John 
Whittle,  Harvey*  &  Co.,  and  a  one  pound  note  of  this 
firm.  No.  14910  is  still  in  existence,  and  to  be  seen 
at  the  present  establishment.  The  Harveys  failed  as 
Bankers.  They  were  succeeded  by  W.  and  J.  Mew, 
who  were  Commission  Bankers.  After  them  William 
Jackson  commenced  business  and  continued  until 
1828,  and  then  retired,  when  James  Giles,  who  had 
been  acting  manager  for  the  Harveys  and  Jackson, 
received  a  requisition  to  the  following  effect :  "  We, 
the  undersigned,  finding  Mr.  J.  Giles  has  declined  his 
business,  and  being  about  to  apply  his  time  to  the 
fire  and  life  insurance  agency,  the  London  wine  Com- 
pany, and  a  general  agency  business,  and  there  being  in 
this  Country  a  want  of  a  regular  medium  of  exchange 
for  cash,  drafts,  &c.,  and  of  a  London  Banking  House 
where  money  can  be  paid  in  and  transfers  made, 
we  propose  to  keep  our  cash  accounts  with  him 
or  to  exchange  our  drafts,  &c.  at  his  Office  as  may  be 
arranged."  This  was  signed  by  W.  H.  Rankin,  T.  S. 
Scratton,  W.  Woolhouse  Robinson.  W.  Hawley,  W. 
P.  Kemot,  and  many  others.  Mr.  Giles,  having 
complied  with  this  request,  began  banking  in  1830, 

*  John  Whittle  Harvej  liyeil  at  Hadleigh  House,  and  his  wife  was  baried 
at  Great  Stambridge,  where  a  stone  records  she  died  May  1st,  1815,  aged  62 
jears.  Their  only  daughter,  E.  Hanrey,  married  in  1 831 ,  Marshall  Tnmer, 
formerly  Solioitor  in  fiochford.  His  second  wife  was  a  Miss  Yates.  These 
Harreys  were  brothers  of  Daniel  Whittle  Harrey^  member  for  Colchester. 
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and  retired  in  March,  1853,  when  the  business  was 
transferred  June  30th  to  Sparrow,  Round,  Green, 
Tufhel,  and  Round,  who  built  the  present  Bank  in 
1866.  Mr.  Giles  retired  from  business  with  the 
general  esteem  of  every  one,  and  received  compliment- 
ary letters  from  his  Londcm  agents,  Glyn,  Mills  &  Co. 
His  health  soon  after  became  shattered,  and  he  died 
much  lamented,  after  which  event  the  business  was 
conducted  on  account  of  the  present  firm  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Edward  Trotter  Jackson. 

Some  few  years  ago  a  pack  of  foot  beagles  were 
kept  by  Mr.  E.  Jackson,  Junr.,  of  this  Bank,  which  he 
hunted  gratuitously  with  great  spirit,  tending  much 
to  the  enjoyment  and  health  of  the  whole  district,  the 
ladies  turning  out  and  taking  the  fences  in  good  style. 
The  hounds  were  largely  patronized  by  the  military 
and  all  classes.  One  of  the  most  enjoyable  days  was 
that  on  which  the  Prince  Imperial  of  trance,  together 
with  a  number  of  Officers  and  cadets  from  Shoeburyness, 
ran  with  them  on  the  24th  October,  1874,  and  killed  the 
hare  in  Beauchamps'  garden,  Shopland,  and  during  the 

Eicnic  under  the  wall  the  Prince  expressed  the  pleasure 
e  felt  in  the  days  sport,  and  his  freedom  from  the 
trammels  of  etiquette.  The  run  was  from  Fleet  hall 
marshes  at  Sutton  Ford  Bridge,  through  the  Sutton 
Rectory  grounds  and  past  Shopland  Church,  over  to 
Fox  Hall  and  Trotters  land  where  they  crossed  the 
brook,  and  on  to  Beauchamps'  farm.  The  Prince  was 
well  up  with  the  Master  the  last  part  of  the  run,  and 
they  took  a  quick  hedge  together,  but,  catching  his  toe, 
came  to  grief;  quickly  recovering  himself,  they  ran  to- 
gether through  the  pond  (then  dry)  at  the  tail  of  the 
hounds,  into  the  garden,  where  it  was  killed.  The 
Master,  who  was  then  in  ignorance  of  his  rank,  was 
presented  to  the  Prince,*  who  received  a  pad  in  return. 

*  If  the  poor  Prince  oould  have  thought,  he  ooald  enter  into  the  feelings 
^f  the  hare  before  the  pack  of  hounds,  by  personal  experience,  when  he  was 
Ing  ran  down  by  a  "  pack  "  of  Zoloa  in  Africa. 
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He  was  very  excited  when  the  hounds  and  hare  were 
all  in  view  together,  and  would  "  holloa,"  for  which  he 
received  a  reprimand.  The  "  Field,"  in  noticing  this 
run,  says  the  Master  persevered  against  great  difficulties 
as  the  scent  was  bad,  owing  to  the  drought;  that  the 
hare,  a  very  fine  one,  was  very  cunning,  and  had  a 
habit  on  former  occasions  of  escaping  by  running 
through  farm  buildings,  and  the  "  Essex  Weekly 
News,"  in  noticing  this  event,  states  the  Prince  was 
staying  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Southend,  from  Saturday 
morning  until  Sunday  night,  making  use  of  the  public 
coffee  room,  attending  divine  Service  at  the  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel  in  the  morning,  and  returning  to  his 
duties  at  Shoebury  Ness  in  the  evening.  So  much 
was  Mr.  Jackson  esteemed  as  a  Master  of  Hounds 
that,  in  1874,  he  had  a  purse  of  money  presented  to 
him,  and  an  address  with  the  signatures  of  the 
subscribers  appended,  (upwards  of  50  in  number, 
comprising  the  Mite  of  the  Hundred),  illuminated  on 
vellum;  and  he  received  January  6th,  1877,  a  very 
gratifying  testimonial  from  the  followers  of  the  hunt 
in  the  shape  of  a  curved  silver  horn.  This  handsome 
present  was  given  him  on  the  lawn  (surrounded  by 
his  hounds)  in  the  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Briggs, 
who  then  occupied  Shore  Field,  Southend,  at  the  hands 
of  J.  Page,  Esqre.,  J. P. ;  after  which  a  hunt  took  place, 
and  the  company  returned  to  Shore  Field,  and  sat  down 
to  a  sumptuous  luncheon. 

The  last  cases  in  England  where  the  law  exacted 
the  penalty  of  death  for  sheep  and  cow  stealing  occurred 
in  this  district,  viz.,  those  of  Thomas  Fairhead  and 
Henry  Gilliott.  Fairhead  was  a  butcher  in  this  town, 
lodging  at  the  Old  Ship,  and  his  shop  was  in  the  Inn 
yard.  Gilliott  was  shepherd  for  Thomas  Laver,  at 
Prittlewell  Temple,  where  the  offence  was  committed. 
Fairhead  was  a  remarkable  fine  young  man  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  was  engaged  to  Mary  Waters,  (a 
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daughter  of  his  Landlord),  who  is  said  to  have  died 
of  grief.  He  was  descended  from  a  respectable 
family  at  Rayleigh,  several  of  whom  had  been  Church- 
wardens of  that  parish.  These  unfortunates  were 
executed  March  24th,  1820,  at  the  old  gaol,  Moulsharo. 
Fairhead  was  the  first  to  ascend  the  gallows.  He  had, 
the  previous  26th  March,  1819,  witnessed  the  execution 
of  Simon  George  Baker,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Gentleman  George,  for  burglary  at  Cold  Norton.  He 
remarked  to  one  of  the  warders  that  he  little  thought 
as  he  sat  on  his  horse  watching  the  last  struggles  of 
Simon,  that  he  should  come  to  the  same  end.  Neither 
of  these  men  was  24  years  old.  Gilliott  expressed  a 
wish  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  administered 
to  them  the  sacrament,  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  it  was  owing  to  him  that  Fairhead  participated 
in  the  crimes.  Gilliott  left  a  wife,  to  whom  he  had 
been  married  only  a  month.  Their  bodies  were 
delivered  to  their  friends,  and  were  brought  home 
and  buried  in  their  respective  parishes,  Rayleigh  and 
Prifctlewell;  and  their  graves  are  now  levelled,  and 
almost  forgotten.  Henry  Jay,  a  butcher  of  Great 
Wakering,  still  younger  than  the  others,  convicted  for 
the  same  offence,  was  transported. 

Rochford  was  the  scene  of  the  martyrdom  of  John 
Simson,  Husbandman  of  Great  Wigborough,  on  10th 
of  June,  1555.  The  place  of  execution  was  probably 
in  the  Square.  He  had  been  condemned  to  the  flames 
together  with  John  Ardeley,  who  suffered  at  Rayleigh. 
Ardeley  undauntedly  told  Bonner  that  "  if  every  hair 
of  his  head  were  a  man,  he  would  suffer  death  in  the 
opinion  and  faith  he  now  professed."  Fox  relates 
that  during  the  examinations  of  these  men  by  Bishop 
Bonner,  at  Fulham,  the  Church  was  so  crowded  and 
the  Bishop  vexed  at  their  stout  and  bold  answers, 
especially  Simson's,  that  he  cried  in  a  loud  and  angry 
voice,  "  Have  him.  away,  have  him  away."       These 
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words  being  heard  in  the  Church  from  the  Consistory 
or  Spiritual  Court  where  the  Bishop  was,  it  created 
a  great  stir  amongst  the  people,  who  were  desirous  of 
seeing  the  prisoners  removed  to  Newgate,  and  com- 
menced leaving  the  Church,  making  considerable  noise. 
It  being  reported  to  the  Bishop  that  there  was  likely 
to  be  a  tumult,  he  left  his  seat  and  ran  for  the  door 
leading  to  his  Palace,  his  friends  and  dependants 
thronging  the  door  (anxious  to  save  themselves)  keep* 
ing  his  Lordship  out,  and  crying  at  the  same  time, 
*'  Save  my  Lord,  save  my  Lord."  Bonner  betrayed 
great  cowardice,  as  tyrants  and  cruel  men  generally 
do,  and  the  scene  must  have  been  truly  ludicrous. 
These  poor  martyrs  offered  the  Queen  all  their  goods 
and  lands,  provided  they  might  be  suffered  to  live 
under  her,  in  keeping  their  conscience  free  from 
idolatry  and  popery.  Edmund  Tyrell,  of  Beches, 
attended  these  executions.  (See  Rawreth,  Rayleigh 
and  Thundersley). 

The  manufacture  of  Potash  was  formerly  carried  on 
extensively  in  Rochford-  Hundred,  but  is  now  entirely 
discontinued,  owing  to  discoveries  that  go  far  to 
supersede  it.  It  is  used  in  the  bleaching  of  linen,  by 
the  glass  maker,  the  dyer,  and  the  soap  maker.  This 
Alkali  was  formerly  procured  by  burning  vegetables 
in  large  iron  pots,  hence  it  acquired  the  name  of  potash. 
Potash  was  known  to  the  ancient  Gauls  and  Germans, 
and  they  are  supposed  to  be  the  inventors  of  soap. 
Pliny  informs  us  the  ashes  of  vegetables  and  tallow 
were  used  by  them  for  that  purpose;  and  this  has 
been  confirmed  by  discoveries  made  in  the  city  of 
Pompeii,  which  was  overwhelmed  by  an  irruption  of 
Vesuvius,  and  proves  that  the  Romans  practised  the 
art  in  A.D.  79.  In  France,  potash  is  known  by  the 
name  of  **  cendres  gravelees."  That  made  at  Rochford 
by  Barnabas  Townsend  was  made  by  the  following 
process :   Wood  ashes  were  put  into  large  tubs,  with  a 
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certain  quantity  of  water,  which  was  thus  lixiviated, 
or  a  lye  formed  which  was  run  off  into  large  vats 
beneath;  wheat  straw  was  dipped  into  this  lye,  and 
then  burnt,  and  made  the  red  Essex  potash ;  but  other 
mixtures  of  straw  of  six  or  seven  different  kinds  were 
required  to  form  the  Comby  potash.  The  white  solid, 
was  produced  from  seed  straw  and  cavings,  pea  straw, 
tare  and  brank  straw.  It  required  twenty  loads  of 
straw,  to  make  a  hogshead  of  potash.  The  ashes,  after 
their  strength  was  exhausted  by  drawing  the  lye  from 
them  was  called  by  Farmers  ^^  Ashlip,^  and  became  a 
very  valuable  manure,  sought  for,  at  from  10s.  to  158. 
per  forty  bushels.  Structures  for  the  manufacture  of 
potash  existed  on  almost  every  other  farm.  Some  used 
the  ashes  on  grass  land  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  bushels  an  acre,  which  occasionally  doubled  the 
produce;  others  mixed  them  with  their  farmyard 
manure.  Townsend  and  Porter  of  Great  Wakering, 
were  the  last  producers,  and  their  profits  at  length 
became  so  small  that  they  abandoned  the  business* 

The  following  tokens^  are  in  the  Author's  possession. 

1.  "Obv.  John  Harvey,  his  Halfe  penny.  Rev. 
A  bull's  head  and  two  poleaxes  in  saltire,  of  Roochford 
1688.  2.  Obv.  Robert  Hawden,  the  drapers  arms. 
Rev.     In  RochfordB.^1." 

A  coin  of  Nerva  has  been  found,  and  during  the 
reparation  of  the  Church,  Id.  of  Henry  III.,  3  coins 
of  Elizabeth,  and  copper  ones  of  James  I.  and  Charles 
I.,  were  discovered. 

In  the  Domestic  State  Papers,  Elizabeth,  dated 
DecT-  6th,  1577,  Vol.  119.,  No.  7,  is  the  following 
list  relating  to  public  houses  in  Rochford  Hundred. 
*'  Inholders  vj.  Taverners  iij.  Tiplers  xxxvj."  Signed 
by  Robert  Ryche.     John  Petre.     Thomas  Mildmay. 

*  There  is  likewise  a  token  extant  of  Sonth  Benfleet.    'O.      William 

Thompson  of The  Blacksmith's  Arms.      B.    Sovth  Benfleet  In  E«ex 

— .  His  Half  Fenj. 


ROCHFORD    HUNDRED.  903 

Arthur  Harrys.  In  August,  1880,  there  were  in  the 
Rochford  Petty  Sessional  Division  "  76  public  houses, 
28  beer  and  refreshment  houses,  and  premises  licensed 
to  sell  beer,  wines  and  spirits,  to  be  consumed  "  off 
the  premises"  25,  making  a  total  of  128  licensed 
houses."  The  Inns  in  Rochford  at  the  present  time 
are  the  Crown,  King's  Head,  Marlborough  Head,  New 
Ship,  Old  Ship  and  Horse  and  Groom,  which,  although 
at  the  entrance  to  the  town,  is  in  Eastwood  Parish. 
The  Vernon's  Head,  now  pulled  down,  formerly  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  Corn  Exchange. 

Amongst  those  mentioned  by  Norden  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  as  having  good  houses,  are  "  Henry 
Appleton,  at  Beamfleete,  Edwyn  Riche,  at  Shobury, 
Bichard  Riche,  at  Leigh,  and  Henry  Baker,  at 
Shobury."  Appleton  lived  at  Jarvis-hall,  E.  Riche 
owned  South  Shoebury  Hall,  Richard  Riche,  Leigh 
Hall,  and  Henry  Baker,  Rentes,  or  Moated  farm^ 
North  Shoebury,  where  he  probably  resided. 

Rochford  was  the  scene  of  a  destructive  fire  July  9  th, 
1884,  when  £10,000  worth  of  property  was  destroyed. 
It  broke  out  in  the  oil  and  colour  workshop  of  Robert 
Asbey,  in  the  market  square.  This  house,  together  with 
William  Stock's  butchers  shop,  F.  Scott's  grocers  shop, 
and  the  Star  beerhouse,  were  destroyed;  a  range  of 
cottages  in  the  alley,  belonging  to  the  Rector,  were 
partially  pulled  down,  besides  damage  done  to  the 
rolice  Station,  Stables,  &c. 

In  1883,  a  Rock  Whale  was  captured  in  the  River 
Crouch.  It  was  from  30  to  35  feet  in  length,  and  the 
circumference  at  the  thickest  part  14  feet.  The 
weight  of  the  fish  was  about  4  tons.  It  was  captured 
by  the  crew  of  H.  Page's  smack,  "  Royal  Albert,"  of 
Southend,  who  were  engaged  spratting.  Sir  Henry 
Mildmay,  owner  of  the  manor  of  Burnham,  claimed  it 
as  a  ^^fish  royal,"  and  established  his  right  owing  to 
old  charters  and  an  action  tried  so  long  ago  as  1677, 
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which  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  then  Lord.  During 
this  controversy  it  was  exhibited  in  a  field  at  South- 
end, behind  the  London  Hotel,  near  the  Railway 
Station.  Page  conceded  the  prize,  and  it  was  finally 
sold  by  Sir  Henry  to  Professor  Ramsey,  for  the  purpose 
of  exhibiting  the  skeleton  at  the  Sydney  Museum, 
New  South  W  ales. 

The  Earthquake  which  occurred  on  Tuesday,  April 
22nd,  1884,  at  20  minutes  past  nine  a.m.,  was  felt  more 
or  less  all  over  the  Hundred,  especially  at  Southend 
and  Leigh,  but  beyond  vibrations,  slight  upheavals  of 
earth,  houses  rocking  and  ringing  of  bells,  the  stoppage 
of  clocks,  people  staggering,  &c.,  did  little  damage.  At 
Maldon,  the  bees  were  noticed  to  be  afiected,  and  for 
a  short  time  became  torpid,  and  ceased  working.  The 
greatest  damage  was  done  at  Colchester,  Langenhoe 
and  Peldon.  We  have  already  alluded  to  the  Earth- 
quake of  Nov'-  1st,  1755,  which  overthrew  Lisbon, 
and  caused  a  flow  oif  the  water  in  a  pond  in  Rochford 
Park,  and  this  is  corroborated  so  far  as  it  was  felt  in 
England  by  a  copy  of  a  brief  preserved  by  the  wife  of 
the  groom  of  the  Rev.  Vicesimus  Knox  Child,  of 
Little  Easton,  (who  died  circa  1868),  after  she  had 
been  ordered  by  his  reverence  to  burn  all  the  old 
books  in  the  Church.  These  forms  commence  in 
1640,  for  plague;  after  the  great  fire  in  London,  1666; 
the  rebellion  of  1745;  the  taking  of  Quebec  by  Wolfe, 
in  1759,  &c.  These  interesting  accounts  of  thanks- 
givings, general  fasts,  and  humiliations  are  in  the 
possession  of  S.  W.  Squier,  J.  P.,  of  Sleepy  Hollow, 
Horndon  on  the  Hill. 

Besides  Thomas  Boleyn,  created  Earl  of  Rochford 
in  1525,  and  Henry  Carey,  in  1621,  this  town  gave 
that  title  to  the  Nassau  family.  They  were  descended 
from  Frederick  de  Nassau,  a  natural  son  of  Henry 
Frederick  de  Nassau,  Prince  of  Orange,  Grandfather 
o  our  William  III.      This  Fredenck  de  Nassau  was 
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endowed  by  his  father  with  the  Lordship  of  Zuleistein, 
in  Holland,  and  assumed  that  surname.  He  married 
Mary  daughter  of  Sir  William  Killigrew,  of  County 
Cornwall,  Bart.,  by  whom  he  had  issue  a  son  and  heir. 
He  was  killed  in  the  assault  of  Utrecht,  on  the  12th 
May,  1672.  His  son,  William  Henry  de  Zuleistein, 
was  a  confidential  friend  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  accompanied  him  to  England.  At  the  battle  of 
Landen,  in  1693,  he  rescued  the  King  when  he  was 
surrounded  by  the  enemy  and  in  great  danger,  at  the 
expense  of  several  wounds,  and  was  made  prisoner. 
He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wroth.  In 
1 695,  on  the  10th  of  May,  he  was  created  Baron  of 
Enfield,  Viscount  Tunbridge  and  Earl  of  Rochford. 
At  the  death  of  William  he  returned  to  his  own 
Country,  and  died  in  1708,  at  Zuleistein,  in  the 
province  of  Utrecht.  His  eldest  son,  William  Henry 
de  Nassau  Zuleistein,  succeeded  him  as  2nd  Earl.  He 
fought  under  Marlborough,  and  was  the  bearer  of  the 
despatches  announcing  the  victory  of  Blenheim,  Augt. 
2na,  1704.  He  fell  in  the  battle  of  Almanza,  in  the 
province  of  Mercia,  in  Spain,  27th  July,  1710,  where 
he  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  English  army, 
under  General  Stanhope,  and,  although  deserted  by 
the  Portuguese  horse  at  the  first  charge,  put  the  enemy 
to  flight  in  half  an  hour.  This  battle  took  place  in 
support  of  the  Austrian  claimant  to  the  throne,  during 
the  war  of  the  Spanish  succession.  Dying  unmarried, 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Frederic^  3rd  Earl, 
who  had  lived  previously  in  Holland.  He  married 
Bessie  Savage,  noted  for  her  beauty  and  benevolence, 
the  illegitimate  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Richard  SavagCi 
Lord  Rivers,  and  obtained  through  her,  circa  1721, 
the  estates  at  St.  Osyth,  and  the  Priory,  which  had 
been  uninhabited  for  about  80  years.  His  Lordship 
died  in  1738,  leaving  two  sons,  William  Henry  and 
Richard  Savage  de  Nassau.       Bessie,    his    widow, 
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remarried  the  Rev.  Philip  Carter,  and  died  in  1746. 
William  Henry,  the  4th  £arl,  died  in  1781,  and  he 
and  hie  wife,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Edward  Younge, 
of  Durnford,  in  Wiltshire,  are  interred  in  St.  Osyth'a 
Church.  He  is  said  to  have  been  privy  to  the 
authorship  of  the  letters  of  Junius.  This  Lord  is  said 
to  have  brought,  in  1768,  from  Lombardy,  several 
poplar  trees,  some  few  old  stumps  of  which  still  remain 
in  the  park  at  St.  Osyth,  and  thought  to  be  the  first 
planted  in  England.  In  1756,  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Custos  Rotulorum  of  Essex,  and  at  George  II's. 
death  he  was  groom  of  the  stole,  and  as  such  was 
entitled  to  the  furniture  of  the  room  in  which  the 
King  died.  Greorge  III.,  on  two  occasions,  when  he 
went  to  inspect  the  camp  at  Colchester,  was  his  guest, 
and  the  King  presented  two  portraits  of  himself  and 
Queen  Charlotte  to  him  in  their  coronation  robes, 
painted  by  Allan  Ramsay.  They  are  still  at  the 
Priory.  William  Henry,  5  th  Earl,  was  nephew  of  the 
last  Earl,  and  son  of  Richard^  Savage  de  Nassau,  before 
mentioned.  He  died  in  1830,  unmarried,  and  the 
estate  of  St.  Osyth's  Priory  went  to  Frederic  Nassau, 
a  natural  sou  of  the  4th  Earl.  For  further  particulars 
see  the  Transactions  of  the  Essex  ArchsBological 
Society,  Vol.  5,  part  1. 

•  The  Honourable  B.  8.  de  Nmmh,  together  with  Mr.  Stmtt,  of  Terling, 
were  returned  memben  for  Maldon,  in  1774. 

NoTS  TO  Paob  560.— Probably  the  little  bird  is  a  relio  of  Popish  loper. 
■tition.  The  Monki  of  Clagni,  at  Prittlewell  Priory,  were  a  branoh  of  the 
Benedictine  order,  and  St  Benedict  is  said  to  have  been  riiited  by  the 
Devil,  ••  in  the  shape  of  a  little  blackbird,"  and  Pope  St.  Gregory,  writing 
his  life,  says  that  Benedict «  saw  the  sonl  of  his  sister  in  form  of  a  dove." 
March  Slst  wis  dedicated  to  St.  Benedict,  or  Bennet,  together  with  the 
Bolbons  Famitory,  *'  Fymoaria  bii26o«o." 


END    OP    VOL.    II. 
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NORTH    SHOEBURY. 

MANORS   AND  ESTATES-THB     RECTORY— THE    CHURCH- 
CLERGY— TITHES— WALKING    THE     BOUNDS-THE    BLACK 
DOG  OF   THE   STAR  LANE,   &o. 

[HIS  Vill  is  called  North  Shoebury,  otherwise 
Little  Shoebury,  from  its  position  to  South  or 
Great  Shoebury.  In  Domesday  book  it  is  called 
Essoberia.  In  Edward  the  Confessor's  reign  it  was 
held  by  a  Freeman  for  1  manor  and  iv  hides,  but 
was  afterwards  divided  into  two  manors,  that  of  North 
Shoebury  or  West  Hall  and  Soberia,  afterwards  called 
Kents. 

The  manor  of  North  Shoebury  Hall  at  the  time  of 
the  Survey,  was  held  by  Suene  and  his  undertenant 
Walter,  and  there  was  wood  for  xii  swine  and 
pasture  for  C  sheep.  It  had  the  name  of  West  Hall 
given  it  about  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  A  family 
sumamed  De  Wodeham  of  Wodeham- Ferrers  bad  it 
about  the  year  1266.  William  de  Woodham  held  in 
1271  of  the  King  in  capite^  by  reason  of  his  barony  of 
Raileigh,  in  Little  Sobiri,  one  messuage,  90  acres  of 
arable,  half-an-acre  of  pasture,  one  free  tenant  who 
held  15  acres  of  arable,  and  two  villanes  who  held  30 
acres  of  arable  under  him.  He  died  in  1280,  having 
held,  amongst  other  lands,  50  acres  of  wood  and  heath 
of  the  heirs  of  John  de  Briche,  by  the  service  of  one 
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half-penny ;  and  of  William  de  Shobyri,  two  marshes 
having  sufficient  food  for  500  sheep,  by  the  yearly 
rent  of  five  marks  and  a  half  for  one  marsh,  to  the 
Prior  of  Merton  and  to  William  de  Shobyri  for  the 
marsh,  two  marks  and  a  half,  and  one  quarter  of  rye, 
and  one  of  wheat.  He  held  also  of  Reginald  de 
Ginges,  one  marsh  containing  500  sheep,  by  the  service 
of  five  shillbgs.  Thomas,  his  son  and  heir,  being  but 
seven  years  old,  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  him 
was  granted  by  the  King  to  John  de  Lovetot.  At 
the  same  time  the  heirs  of  Stephen  de  Langedon  held 
two  Knight's  fees  in  Little  Subir  and  Nucel,  and 
Agnes  de  Subyr  and  Henry  de  Gyng  held  likewise  of 
the  King  in  Little  Subie  one  Knight's  fee.  In  1304 
Thomas  de  Woodeham,  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  held  160 
acres  of  arable,  1  acre  of  meadow,  and  20s.  rent  in 
this  parish  of  the  King  of  the  barony  aforesaid.  He 
died  in  1328.  It  remained  in  this  family  until  14 19^ 
when  Edward  Wodeham,  of  Little  Shober,  granted  to 
Nicolas  Fitz-Symond  and  his  heirs  all  his  rights  in 
lands  called  Harbours,  in  the  village  of  Shobey,  and 
lands  in  South  Cherche  and  Wakering.  The  Fitz 
Simon  family  had,  several  years  before,  been  possessed 
of  estates  in  this  pariah  as  early  as  1294.  Sir  John 
Fitz-Simons  had  four  sons,  Adam^  Hugh,  Edward  and 
Richard.  Adam  Fitz-Simon,  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
in  1328,  held  in  Little  Schobery  1  messuage,  243 
acres  of  land,  and  40s.  rent  of  assize  of  the  King  as 
of  the  honor  of  Reylie,  and  suit  at  the  hundred  of 
Rochford  and  Court  of  Reyle.  He  had  several  lesser 
parcels  near.  Edmund^  his  son,  who  married  Anne 
Havering,  held,  in  1362,  the  third  part  of  this  manor, 
and  Barflete  and  Shelward  Marshes  of  the  honor 
aforesaid,  leaving  Johtij  his  son  and  heir,  who  married 
Alice,  daughter  of  Lord  Fitz- Walter,  and  had  by  her 
Philip,  father  of  John,  that  had  by  Mary  Chambers, 
his  wife,   two  sons,   Robert  and  John.      Rc^ert^  by 
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Catharine,  daughter  of  Robert  Mansfeild,  had  Joane^ 
who  married  first  to  Robert  Tymperley,  and  after- 
wards to  Henry,  second  son  of  Sir  Roger  Wentworth, 
of  Codham-haU,  in  Wethersfield,  and  had  by  him 
Nicolas  Wentworth,  who  married  Jane,  daughter  of 
John  Jocelyn.  From  the  records  of  the  Chamberlain 
of  the  Honor  of  Rayleigh,  we  find  that  Nkhdas 
Wentworth,  Knight,  was  seized  of  West  Hall,  jointly 
with  Jane,  his  wife.  He  was  fined  3s.  8d.  for  respite^ 
(id  eet  non  attendance)  of  suit  of  court  of  the  Honor^ 
of  Rayleigh,  9th  October,  I  Mary.  He  died  27th 
November,  1564.  Jane^  his  wife,  sold  it  to  Robert 
Ayton  or  Aston,  oi  Ffarnaham,  in  Suffolk,  about  1574, 
and  that  it  was  formerly  in  Richard  Ffitz-Symonde, 
before  in  John  Ffitz-Symonde,  formerly  in  William 
de  Shoberye,  and  a  tenement  called  Motte,f  and  forty 
acres.  From  the  same  authority  we  glean  that  John 
Browne,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Browne,  had  30 
acres  of  land  called  Bynnes  or  Gynnes  in  North 
Shoebury,  and  paid  hydage  rent  of  5s.,  and  subject 
to  King's  Hill  Manor,  likewise  Jollyfax,  (formerly  in 
Edward  Jollyfax),  Moryves,  Great  Jutmans,  alias 
Great  Todinghams^  and  Little  Todinghams,  both  in 

*  Thii  Honor  extended  into  the  coantiee  of  Essex,  Soilblk,  Bedfordshire, 
Huntingdonshire,  Kent  and  Surrey. 

t  On  a  map  of  Shoebory  Hall,  snrreyed  bj  John  Watts,  of  Thnmham,  in 
Kent,  in  1703,  the  comer  field  near  Shoebnrj  Shop  is  called  Motts,  alios  the 
Stocks  field,  from  the  Stocks,  formerly  existing  at  the  three  wont  way. 
It  received  Uie  name  of  Motts  from  the  Motte  family  of  Shoebory,  one  of 
whom  was  here  in  I.  Henry  IV.,  and  another,  both  of  whom  were  named 
Thomas,  flonrished  temp.  Mary.  The  manorial  pound  is  shown  in  the  south- 
east  comer  of  the  orchard  next  the  Highway.  A  wood  of  6  acres  on  this  farm, 
a^oining  the  parish  of  Southohurch,  grubbed  about  20  years  ago  and  known 
as  "Lords  Wood,"  is  called  Gotch  Oroye.  Another  field  up  Star  Lane  to 
the  left  is  called  Rowley's,  another  by  Shoebury  House  paddock  is  marked 
**  Grow,"  whibt  6  fields  down  Crouohman's  Lane  are  all  called  <<  Neys." 
(now  known  as  «  Nase,")  as  hither  Keys,  Kiddle  Neys,  Ac.  The  quit  rent 
of  9b.  (now  lis.  6d.)  payable  to  King's  Hill  Manor  is  also  recorded. 

X  There  was  a  Richard  Todyngham  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reigpi  of  Richard 
n,  connected  with  this  district,  and  whose  family  probably  gare  their  name 
to  this  property,  and  from  a  charter  in  my  possession  dated  I.  Henry  IV., 
Peter  Sale,  of  Little  Shoebury  grants  a  messuage  and  l^  acres  of  land  there, 
to  John  Wyot,  Henry  Todenham,  and  John  Totenhale,  (hereafter  called 


910  THE   HISTORY  OF 

the  Lawless  court.  This  was  afterwards  in  Henry 
Mylemayi  or  Myldemay,  Esqre.,  and  Jane,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Giles  AUington,  and  widow  of  Thomas 
Browne,  of  Flamberdes.  It  was  then  in  the  tenure 
of  Robert  Kynge.  In  1697,  Mary  Mildraay  was  a 
copyholder.  This  30  acres,  together  with  a  messuage, 
was  formerly  the  property  of  Henry  de  Gynnes,  and 
called  after  him,  Genes  or  Gynes.  In  the  time  of 
Edward  III.,  it  appears  there  were  20  acres  in  North 
Shoebury,  part  of  the  manor  of  West  Hall,  alias  Little 
Shoebury  Hall,  in  temp.  Elizabeth,  in  Thomas  Dobbes, 
and  afterwards,  this  land,  called  the  **'  olde  land,''  was 
in  Winifreda  or  Winifred  Barrington,  late  wife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Barryngton,  Knight,  and  formerly  widow 
of  Sir  Thomas  Hastings,  Knight.  She  was  second 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Henry  Pole,  Lord  Montague, 
son  of  Sir  Richard  Pole,  Knight,  by  Margaret 
Plantagenet,  his  wife.  Countess  of  Salisbury,  sister 
and  sole  heir  of  her  brother,  Edward,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  daughter  of  George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  brother 
of  Edward  lY.  Her  father,  Lord  Montague,  and 
grandmother,  Margaret,  were  both  beheaded  for  high 
treason  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  In  consequence 
of  this  descent^  Lady  Winifreda's  descendants  were 
entitled  to  quarter  the  royal  arms  of  England.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  80.  For  further  particulars  of  this 
family  see  Rayleigh,  page  720,  and  an  account  pub- 
lished in  the  Essex  ArchsBological  Society *s  Journal 
by  G.  Alan  Lowndes.* 

Thomas  Collins,  of  London,  vintner,  left  this  estate 
by  will  to  his  wife,  who  was  re-married  to  Charles 

Tottenhale),  between  the  land  of  Biohard  Fiti-Simond  on  the  south  part, 
and  the  oommon  way  leading  from  Glasenhell  towards  the  tenement  of 
William  Geny  on  the  north  part.  The  witnesses  to  this  dooament  were 
Richard  Fits-Simond,  Robert  Todenham,  Thomas  Mot,  Robert  Deth,  John 
Deth,  and  others. 

*  An  anoient  outline  of  Shoebury  and  Sonthohuroh  Manors  as  to  oopyw 
holds  and  copyholders  dating  from  1664  to  1733,  was  sold  in  1877,  by 
%mes  Coleman,  bookseller  of  Bloomsbnry,  to  W.  F.  Noble. 
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Russel,  orange  merchant*  After  his  death  she  said  it 
in  1722  to  George  Asser,  of  Soathchurck-halL  The 
first  authentic  notice  of  these  Assers  occur  in  the 
register  leaves  preserved  by  Rosemond,  Vicar  of 
Barling,*  wherein  is  a  record  of  the  baptism  of  Elizsr 
beth,  daughter  of  George  Asser,  August  23rdT  1601, 
and  at  that  early  period  they  seem  to  have  been 
connected  with  the  Rectorial  tithe  and  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  property.  Later  on  we  find  that  George 
Asser,  Gent,  of  Southchurch  and  Barling,  who  died 
Ist  May,  1674,  cet  71,  married  Susannah  Yassalff 
daughter  of  Stephen  Vassal,  of  Eastwood,  and  his 
wife,  Ann  Berriman^  who  predeceased  him,  dying 
Ist  January,  1658,  aged  69.  His  sou,  George  Asser, 
married  Abigail,  widow  of  Thomas  Wright,  and  died 
in  1683.  His  son,  George  Asser^  the  purchaser  of 
these  estates,  married  Elizabeth  Higham,  who  died 
18th  April,||  1729,  aged  63.  He  died  in  1738,§  on 
the  28th  of  November,  aged  63.  His  daughter 
EUzabetIi  Asser,  of  Seachurch,  married  the  Rev.  John 
Davies,  curate  of  South  Shoebury,  June  22nd,  1726, 
who  afterwards  became  Vicar  of  Barling.  She  died 
22nd  August,  1739,  aged  42  years. *![      Their  only 

*  The  refcister  books  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  connected 
with  Barling  were  bomt  in  the  great  fire  of  London.  . 

t  In  1626,  Susannah,  the  daughter  of  George  Asser,  and  Susanna,  his 
wife,  was  baptized  August.  27th,  at  Great  Stambridge.  The  Honse  of  Henrj 
Vassal,  of  Roohford,  was  registered  in  the  Bishops  Court  as  a  PresbyteriaB> 
place  of  meeting  by  Tfaoraas  Soalbott,  preacher,  1st  June,  1699. 

X  lB.enTj  Berriman,  of  Rochford,  was  implicated  in  the  Royalist  rising  of 
1648,  for  which  crime  his  property  was  sequestrated,  but  almost  inmiediately- 
discharged. 

II  She  was  buried  at  Barling,  on  21st  April.  A  daughter  Susannah  waff 
buried  there  Sept.  1 8th,  1702.    They  are  described  as  of  South  Shoebury. 

§  He  was  Churchwarden  of  Southchurch  in  1727  and  1734.   See  Barling. 

%  Davies  married  a  second  time,  for  in  1 743  is  recorded  in  the  South- 
church  registers  the  baptism  of  John,  his  son,  by  Snsanna,  his  wife.  He 
died  in  17^.  See  Little  Wakering  about  hia  family,  several  of  whom  died 
young. 


912  TUB  HISTORY  OF 

surviving  daughter,  Elizabeth  Asser  Davies,  married 
in  1746,  Thomas  Drew,  of  Fitzwalters,  in  this  County, 
and  subsequently  of  Datchet,  in  Buckhinghamshire, 
and  died  13th  November,  1761,  aged  32.  This 
Thomas  Drew*  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Ist 
Regiment  of  Essex  Militia,  and  died  February  24tb, 
1795,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age.  They  had  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Asser  died  3rd  April,  1750,  aged 
2  yearS;  and  was  buried  in  the  Davies  tomb  at  Barling. 
George  Asser  Drew  died  17th  March,  1775,  aged  19 
and  is  buried  at  Southchurch.  Their  daughter, 
Frances  Asser  Drew,  married  Thomas  White,f  of 
Alstone,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  had  a  daughter,  Frances 
Asser  White,  who  married  John  Gregory  Welch,J 
of  Arle  House,  Cheltenham,  in  1797.  This  house  he 
subsequently  pulled  down  and  rebuilt.  By  his  wife 
he  had  a  numerous  family  of  sons  and  daughters. 
His  eldest  son,  George  Asser  White  Welch,  was  born 
in  1800.  His  brothers  were  John  Welch,  a  solicitor; 
Thomas  White  Welch;  and  Walter  Welch,  of  the 
20th  regiment,  who  died  March  5th^  1863,  aged  60, 

^  His  second  wife,  Margaret^  died  at  Datohet,  Janaary  6th,  1827,  in  her 
82nd  year.  She  left  an  only  child,  Harriet,  who  died  23rd  Febmary,  1S34, 
in  her  68th  year.  See  Soathohoroh.  Thomas  Drew  bore  the  arms  of  Sir 
Edward  Drew,  of  Kyllerton,  Co.  Devon,  Seijeant-at-Law,  in  1593,  together 
with  those  of  Daries,  and  the  assnmed  onee  of  Asser,  qnaxterly  in  pretence, 
which  were  formerly  portrayed  on  a  gallery  in  the  Church,  erected  by  him 
in  1756.  When  this  was  removed  in  1856,  these  arms  were  removed  to 
Southcharoh  Hall.  He  let  Barling  Hall  from  1794,  and  terminating  in 
1815,  at  £210  per  annum.  Kents  or  the  Moated  Farm  in  this  parisk  was  let 
to  Christopher  liorton  Miller  at  £108  per  annum  for  the  same  period.  U 
had  before  been  in  Christopher  Parsons. 

t  The  arms  of  White  were  "  Per  pale  argent  or,  and  a  chevron  engrailed 
chocque^  ot  the  last  and  azure  between  three  roses  gules  on  a  canton  of  the 
third  a  Fleur  de  lis  gold.*' 

X  The  family  of  Welch  trace  their  descent  from  William  Welch  and 
Margaret  Biggs,  who  had  a  son  Walter,  married  to  Mary  Gregory,  parents 
of  the  above  John  Gregory  Welch.  The  arms  of  J.  G.  Welch,  as  recorded 
by  Burke,  are  "I  A  i.  Az.  on  a  fess  engr.  betw.  6  mullets  a  lion  passant. 
2  A^,  Go.  a  pale,  over  all  two  lions  passant,  on  an  escocheon  of  pretence. 
Crest  an  antelopes  head  erased  billett^e  holding  in  the  mouth  a  cross 
croBBlet  fitchcc." 
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and  IS  buried  in  St.  Peter's  Churchyard,  Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire.  In  the  same  place  repose  the  remains 
of  Harriet,  his  youngest  sister,  who  died  in  1854, 
aged  31 ;  also  Mary  Butt,  widow  of  William  Farmer, 
late  of  Swindon,  Wilts.,  sister  of  John  Gregory  Welch, 
who  died  November  14th,  1874,  in  her  98th  year. 
George  Assei'  White  Welch  succeeded  his  father 
in  1854,  and  was  entitled  to  quarter  the  arms  of 
Gregory  and  White.  He  married  in  1828,  Anne 
Catherine  Gardiner,  daughter  and  heir  of  the  late 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Mannooch,  of  the  68th  regiment, 
and  niece  of  the  late  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Brace, 
K.C.B.,  of  Catisfield  Lodge,  Hants.  Mr.  Welch  was 
educated  at  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  was  a  J.P. 
and  D.L.  for  Essex,  and  a  magistrate  for  County 
Gloucester.  He  died  at  his  residence,  Arle  House, 
near  Cheltenham,  February  8th,  1874,  aged  74  years, 
and  was  interred  at  St.  Peter's,  Cheltenham,  where 
three  of  his  daughters  had  preceded  him,  Louisa 
Frances,  his  third,  who  died  in  1851,  in  her  l:Jthyear; 
Maria  Elizabeth,  the  fourth,  who  died  at  Torquay,  in 
1859,  aged  19;  and  Agnes  Brace,  the  youngest,  who 
died  at  Bournemouth,  Hants,  in  1861,  aged  17  years. 
His  widow  died  March  5th,  1879,  at  Arle  House. 
His  eldest  son,  George  Asser  White  Welch,  Captain 
R.N.,  born  in  1829,  succeeded  to  the  estate,  and 
married  in  1864,  Mary  Catherine,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  late  Major  England,  and  niece  of  General  Sir 
Richard  England,  G.C.B. 

The  manor  of  Kents,  now  called  the  Moated  Farm, 
was  so  called  from  an  owner  named  Kente,  whom 
Morant  failed  to  find  on  record.  The  manor  is  alluded 
to  by  Norden  in  his  '^Specidi  Britannia  ParSj^'  in  1594, 
as  having  a  House  of  account.  The  present  house  was 
built  by  the  late  Samuel  Benton,  senr.,  of  Shoebury 
House,  during  his  occupation,  circa  1824.  The  old 
mansion  was  a  long,  large  and  ancient  building  with 
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a  double  roof.  It  stood  nearer  the  water  than  the 
present  one.  Access  to  it  is  by  an  arch  and  gate 
under  a  venerable  building,  where  probably  a  draw- 
bridge existed.  The  moat  on  the  south  and  partly 
on  the  western  side  was  filled  up  by  Mr.  Benton. 
The  rail  now  traverses  part  of  the  soil,  some  portion 
of  which  was  formerly  an  osier  ground.  At  the  Survey 
the  manor  of  Kents  was  held  by  Odo,  Bishop  of 
Bayeux,  in  demesne.  It  was  held  by  1  freeman  for  1 
hide  and  xxx  acres.  There  was  pasture  for  xl  sheep, 
and  was  formerly  worth  xl  shillings,  and  now  Iv. 
It  was  called  Soberia  in  contradistinction  to  Essoberia, 
or  West  Hall.  In  1328  the  Fitz-Simon  family  possess- 
ed it,  who  held  it  with  the  principal  manor  for  several 
generations.  John  Ingoldsby  did  homage  for  it,  3rd 
June,  5th  £dward  IV.  In  1501  a  fine  was  levied,  by 
which  the  manor  of  Eentys  was  passed  from  Trustees 
apparently  to  Jasper  Tyrell,  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
and  another  to  Henry  Baker,*  and  others,  17  Henry 
VII.  For  several  generations  it  continued  in  the 
Baker  family,  which  lived  at  South-church,  Burea- 
Giffard  and  Vange,  &c.  Edward  Baker  died  3rd 
April,  1535,  siezed  of  a  capital  messuage  called  Kentes, 
in  Little  Shoebury,  and  100  acres  of  arable  and  40  of 
pasture,  and  amongst  other  lands  he  held  the  manor 
of  Condovers  in  West  Tilbury,  and  lands  in  Great 
Bemfiete  and  Wakering,  Hockley,  Shobery,  &c. 
James  Baker,  his  son,  was  his  heir,  then  20  years 
old,  and  the  property  is  described  in  the  record  of 
Kayleigh  Honor  as  being  formerly  in  John  Kente, 
and  before  in  John  Infifoldysbye.  The  land  and 
tenements  were  called  Much  and  Little  Napiltons, 
Kentes,  Noldes,  Jacomyns,  Broomshoke,t  Porters, 
Kitchen-croft,  Petty-shotten,  Kettellsmarsh,  Cocokes, 

^  Henry  Baker  died  10th  June,  1510.  John«  his  Bon,  was  then  1 7  years  old. 
t  Broomshota,  Cockcators,  and  Dawes,  so   called  from  owners,  are  in 
SoQth  Shoebury,  bat  tbrm  no  portion  of  this  estate  at  the  present  time. 
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Manwey,     Dawes    tenement,     BeremanSi     Mabell, 
Brownes,  John  Woodham's  tenement,  and  Waving 
in  North  and  South  Shoebury,  of  Lord  Riche,  as  of 
his  manor  of  South  Shoebury  in  free  socage,  by  fealty 
suit  of  Court,  rent  of  35s.  4d.,  and  one  heriot  after 
the  death  of  each  free  tenant.     James  Baker  died 
January  6th,  156^.    He  held,  in  Thundersley,  Eickax- 
wood.;    in  Hockley,  Blunts  and  Palmers;    and   in 
Canvey  Island,  several  marshes.      Mary^  his  wife, 
survived   him,   and   had  this  for  life,  and  took  to 
husband,   Thomas   Shaa,   and   afterwards    the    said 
Thomas  Shaa  and  Mary  granted  the  manor  to  Edward 
Hungerford  for  the  lite  of  the  said  Mary.      Henry 
Baker,  son  of  James,  who  died  8th  April,  1611,  held 
this  of  Sir  John  Carey,  Lord  Hunsdon,  of  his  Honor 
of  Ralegh  by  one  Knight's  fee  and  suit  of  Court, 
paying  16d.  yearly  for  hidage,  worth  beyond  reprises 
£^  13s.  4d.    He  very  much  diminished  his  patrimony, 
but  died  in  possession  of  this  manor,  and  Blunts  and 
Palmers,  in  Hockley.    By  Abigail,  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  of  Ovington,  Knight,  he 
left  three  daughters,  co-heirs,  Abigail,  10  years  old ; 
Judith  8,  and  Anne  4,  amongst  whom  his  inheritance 
was  divided  30th  November,  1631,  and  each  of  these 
was  to  have  their  turn,  in  the  patronage  of  the  living 
of  Bures  Gifford,  according  to  seniority.       Abigail, 
the  eldest,  married  William  Boughton,  of  Lawford,  in 
Warwickshire,  created  a  Baronet  in  1641.     Judith, 
the  second  daughter,  was  wife  of  Thomas  Boughton, 
of  Bilton,  in  Warwickshire,  brother  to  Sir  WUliam. 
Anne,  the  youngest,  married  Sir  Thomas  Bendish, 
of  Steeple-Bumpsted,  Bart.     This  manor  was  after- 
wards purchased  by  George  Asser,  and  is  still  in  his 
descendants. 

From  the  Harleian  MSS.,  3959,  12  Eliz.,  there  is 
a  record  of  a  grant  of  rent  by  Eustace  Cloville,  to 
W.  and  Jn.   Browne,  of   168.  2d.,  issuing  out  of  a 
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tenement  and  16  acres  of  land  in  Little  Shoebury,  at 
the  nomination  of  Bobert  Lord  Riche. 

The  first  notice  we  have  of  "  Barbers,"  now  called 
White  House,  was  when  it  was  owned  by  John 
son  of  John  Abyngdon,  who  held  it  under  the  manor 
of  Clements,  in  Hawkwell,  then  in  Peter  Barber,  the 
third  year  of  Edward  III|  from  whom  it  derived  its 
name,  then  in  Thomas  Barber,  then  in  John  Jngo, 
Robert  Jugo,  then  in  his  son,  Henry  Jugo,  then  in 
William  Strangman,  by  the  service  of  one  fifteenth  of 
a  Knight's  fee,  1.  Mary.  Robert  Strangman,  Bar- 
tholomew Strangman,  then  in  Johanna,  his  widow, 
temp.  Eliz.,  whose  son  Robert  sold  it  to  William  Foley, 
in  43  Eliz.  Robert  Kennett  was  owner  in  1732. 
He  built  a  cottage  on  the  waste,  which  has  his 
initials  thereon,  and  the  date  1733.  He  held  likewise 
the  Moat  Farm,  was  Churchwarden  in  1741,  and  died 
in  1749,  aged  67.  His  wife,  Catharine,  died  in  1753. 
His  son  Robert  married  Elizabeth  Lancely,*  who 
lived  with  her  uncle  Asser,  at  Southchurch,  and 
went  to  reside  at  the  Barn  Houses.  (See  Crouchmans.) 
Edward  Kennettf  built  the  present  house,  and  died 
here  in  1787.  It  was  formerly  in  plaster  work,  with 
windows  of  curious  ornamental  construction,  but  is 
now  brick-fronted  and  modernized.  He  died  before 
it  WQs  quite  finished.  He  and  his  wife,  Priscilla, 
were  buried  at  South  Shoebury.  Memorials  of  this 
family  are  to  be  found  at  Barling,  Thundersley,  and 
Shopland.  Some  members  of  the  family  have  since 
migrated  to  Chelmsford  and  Langenhoe.  An  older 
house  of  brick,  was  inhabited  by  the  Rennesons, 
parents  of  John  Renneson,  of  the  Library,  Southend. 

•  John  Lancely  was  rated  for  "Bakers  and  Munns,"  (The  Lawn),  in 
Sonthchnroh,  in  1730.  He  was  married  to  Esther  Adama,  at  North  Shoeborr, 
in  1721. 

t  Edward  Kennett  held  both  the  Barweeds  and  certain  tithes,  in  Fonlness, 
in  17(55.  Samnel  Kennett,  of  the  Moated  farm,  married  Miss  Sheepshanks, 
from  the  Vicarage,  Little  Wakering,  and  died  in  1757,  aged  32  years. 
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This  farm,  in  1791,  was  in  possession  of  Thomas 
Parsons,  of  South  Shoebury  Hall,  who  died  in 
1808,  aged  69  years.  Upon  his  death  it  was  sold 
and  partitioned,  circa  1810,  by  his  children.  Since 
that  period,  the  late  James  Robjent  had  certain  shares 
therein,  and  likewise  Thomas  Pinkett,  a  solicitor,  and 
McDouall.  It  is  now  in  James  Tabor,  of  Earl's  Hall, 
Prittlewell. 

Friends  is  situated  in  the  parishes  of  North  Shoebury 
and  Great  Wakering.  The  bounds  used  to  pass  through 
the  old  House  still  extant,  situate  behind  the  present 
residence.  St.  John's  land,  in  Great  Wakering,  was 
formerly  a  portion  of  this  estate.  An  Inquisition, 
post  mortem^  taken  at  Windsor,  upon  the  death  of 
W  alter  de  St.  John,  recites  that  he  held  this  of  the 
King  in  capite^  44,  Heniy  III  (1260).  He  had  large 
possessions  in  Kent.  5largery,  his  sister,  succeeded 
him  in  this,  being  then  36  years  old.  It  has  since 
been  alienated  and  converted  into  a  brick  field,  and 
now  comprises  the  greater  part  of  the  new  Town. 
It  derived  the  name  of  Friends  from  John  Frend,* 
who  held  land  here  2.  Richard  II.  Its  value,  in  1567, 
was  £4  per  annum.  Thomas  Browne,  of  Fflamberdes, 
who  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Giles  AUington, 
by  Will  dated  2nd  May,  1567,  gave  to  his  son  Edward 
a  tenement  called  Ffrendes,  in  Great  Wakering.  In 
1716,  according  to  the  tithe  terrier  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Case,  it  belonged  to  Thomas  Harrison,  William 
Collins,  tenant.  In  1784  it  was  in  John  Lodwick^ 
who  died  in  1792,  and  whose  eldest  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, married  in  1795,  William  Peart,  a  Comfactor, 
(of  the  firm  of  Dixon  and  Peart),  of  the  parish  of 
Saint  Olave,  Harts  Street,  and  afterwards  of  Settle, 
in  Yorkshire.  She  died  in  1832.  Their  son,  Rev. 
William  Peart,  then  had  it,  who  sold  it  to  Rev. 

*  Que  John  Friund  bold  Soafch  Shoobary  Manor  under  tho  Bicb  family. 
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Thomas  Scott  Scratton,  who  disposed  of  it  to  the  late 
William  Cottee,  who  died  in  1855.  In  1866  it  was 
purchased  by  the  late  Henry  Webb,  who  built  the 
present  residence,  and  died  in  1872.  A  portion  was 
sold  in  1885  by  his  trustees,  to  A.  Cause,  of  Southend, 
and  the  rest,  including  the  residence,  is  still  in  hand. 
There  are  fields  on  this  Farm  called  Straw  Field, 
Ready  bam  and  Bangoles. 

Crouchmans  and  Guelders,  in  1722,  was  in  John 
Lodwick,^  of  Bamfleet  fsirm,  in  this  parish.  In  1769 
it  was  in  Peter  Lodwick,  whose  wife,  Elizabeth,f  nUe 
Lancely,  was  widow  of  Robert  Eennett,  who  died  in 
1758,  aged  45  years.  He  married  her  from  the  Barn 
houses  in  1759.  She  rode  behind  him  to  Church  on 
a  pillion.  At  that  time  the  lane  was  very  narrow, 
with  large  trees  on  which  the  i*ooks  built.  Their 
daughter,  Eleanor,  married  Golden  Burchell,  of  Fleet 
Hall,  Sutton,  in  1778.  Golden  Burchell  died  in  1790. 
(See  Sutton.)  The  widow  of  Peter  Lodwick  left 
this  farm  to  her  grandson,  Peter  Lodwick  Burchell. 
This  last  sold  it  in  1833,  to  Joseph  Shinglewood 
Crosier,^  of  Brigfhton.  The  latter  left  it  to  Rev.  John 
Bailey,  Vicar  of  Stoke  Holy  Cross,  Norfolk,  who  died 
in  1884.  It  now  belongs  to  the  three  youngest  sons 
of  Elijah  Crosier  Bailey,  of  the  Shrubbery,  Norwich, 
viz :  Arthur  A.  W.  Bailey,  John  Cann  Bailey,  and 

^  In  1722,  John  Lodwick  held  10  aores  called  Knifes,  and  3  acres  called 
Ramballfl,  being  part  of  this  farm,  and  copyhold  of  the  manor  of  North 
Shoebory  Hall,  or  West  Hall. 

t  By  her  first  hnsband,  Robert  Kennett,  she  was  mother  of  Mary  Kennett^ 
wife  of  Francis  Aspltn,  of  Little  Wakering  Hall.  Of  this  family  were  Rich, 
ard  Kennett,  of  Fingringhoe  Hall,  who  died  a  bachelor ;  Thomas,  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Harridge,  of  Rayleigh,  and  resided  at  Chelmsford.  They 
were  formerly  in  the  Volunteers,  at  Great  Wakering.  Judith,  their  sister, 
married  George  Asplin.  A  William  Eennett  farmed  Alderman's  fee,  in 
Great  Wakering,  in  1716.  Robert  Kennett  married  Anna  Knapping,  of 
Shopland,  in  1767,  and  was  buried  there  in  1784. 

X  Joseph  Shinglewood  Crosier  was  son  of  Jonathan  Crosier,  of  Beeleig^h 
Grange,  Maldon.     Joseph  Shinglewood,  Rector  of  Chignal  St.  James,  near 
helmsford,  was  his  great  Uncle. 
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Leslie  Lloyd  Bailey.  An  orchard  called  Hoyles, 
near  Great  Wakering  street,  belongs  to  this  estate, 
adjoining  which  formerly  stood  a  messuage  and  barn. 
Part  of  Crouchmans  on  the  marshes,  called  Barns  or 
Marshalls,  is  in  South  Shoebury,  the  right  of  way  to 
which  was  formerly  round  tne  marsh  in  front  of 
Bamfleet,  but  this  inconvenient  access  was  exchanged 
a  few  years  ago,  by  the  owners  of  the  two  estates,  to 
the  benefit  of  both  parties.  The  farm  premises  were 
accidentally  burnt  down,  July  11th,  1864.  Twenty 
acres  of  land  called  North  Croft  or  North  Skirt,  ad- 
joining Crouchmans,  mentioned  under  West  Hall,  was 
in  £dward  Stephenson,  in  1838,  whose  heir  sold  it  to 
John  Waylett  Stallibrass,  of  Eastwood,  who  resold 
it  to  the  Rev.  John  Bailey,  in  1883,  and  has  been 
added  to  the  property. 

The  Shop  and  land,  formerly  called  Stocks  pieces, 
from  the  Stocks  which  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  three 
wantz  way,  and  now  Igiown  as  Parsons  corner,  was 
formerly  in  Benjamin  Hawkins,  of  "Prickle well," 
Cordweyner,  who  sold,  in  1679,  a  House,  orchard 
and  two  acres  of  land  at  North  **  Shewbury/'  to 
William  Hogg,  of  the  parish  of  AUhallows,  Barking, 
Tanner.  In  1683,  William  Hogg,  and  Hester,  his 
wife,  sold  it  to  Richard  Halton.  In  1716,  George 
Halton,  of  St,  Andrews,  Holborn,  his  son  and  heir, 
sold  it  for  £70,  to  his  sister,  Susannah  Halton.  In 
1739,  Ursula  Carleton,  widow,  of  St.  James's,  Clerk- 
enwell,  Middlesex,  who  was  sister  and  heiress  to 
Susannah  Halton,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrews, 
Holborn,  Spinster,  deceased,  sold  this  to  Sarah 
Waltham,  of  PrittleweU,  widow  of  Henry  Waltham, 
for  ^115.  Her  second  son,  William,  of  Cricksea, 
(heir  at  law  of  his  brother  Jacob,)  and  Mary,  his 
wife,  sold  it  in  1776.  to  Christopher  Parsons,  Junr., 
together  with  Palgraves,  in  "  Sy  Church,"  alias  South 
Church,    for    £1,076.       He    was    descended    from 
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Christopher  Parsons,  who  was  overseer  of  South- 
church  in  1682,  and  Churchwarden  in  1689.  He 
&rmed  Great  and  Little  Thorpe,  and  had  the  Shore 
House,  and  died  March  22nd,  1713,  and  is  buried 
beneath  a  brick  altar  tomb,  at  Southchurch,  where  he 
has  the  following  inscription : 

CHRISTOPHER  PARSONS, 

or  THABP-HALL,   TKOMAN, 

A  JQst  man  and  upright  in  his  generation. 

Devoutly  religious  without  Hypocrisy. 

DiHgent  in  his  calling  without .  Coyetoasness. 

Rich  without  boasting.    Charitable  without  Ostentation. 

Hospitable  without  grudging. 

He  left  this  world  in  a  firm  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  a  full 

assurance  of  a  blessed  Resurrection. 

Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perisheth  but  for  the 

meat  which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life. 

Near  this  vault  is  a  stone  to  the  memory  of  '*  John'* 
Parsons,  son  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  who  died  Deer.  30th,  1744,  aged  64  years." 
He  held  Wyatts  in  1699,  and  Thorp-hall  at  his 
death.  Christopher  Parsons,  grandson  of  the  above 
Christopher,  died  in  1787,  aged  88  years,  and  is 
buried  in  North  Shoebury  Chancel,  with  his  wife, 
Catherine,  who  died  in  1753.  There  is  an  entry  of  the 
baptism  of  Judith,  daughter  of  Christopher  Parsons, 
and  Susan,  his  wife,  in  1760,  so  that  we  may  infer 
he  married  twice.  His  son,  the  above  Christopher 
Parsons,  Junr.,  who  bought  this,  married,  first,  in 
1759,  to  Susannah  Whale,  Spinster,  of  Little  Wakering, 

«  He  had  a  broUier,  Christopher,  «<  Janr/'  who  held  Samnele  in  1690, 
and  Palgrarea  in  1694.    HU  last  signatare  at  Sonthohoroh,  was  in  1700. 
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who  died  February  1st,  1769,  aged  30  years,  secondly 
in  1772,  to  Elizabeth  Woodwards,  widow,  of  South 
Shoebury,  who  died  in  July,  1778  cetat  39.  His 
third  wife,  Elizabeth  Joscelyne,*  whom  he  married 
in  1779,  died  27th  November,  1841,  aged  84  years. 
He  died  21st  April,  1806,  aged  67  years,  leaving 
this  to  his  son,  Christopher  Parsons,  of  the  Lawn, 
Southchurch,  who  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Francis 
Asplin,  of  Little  Wakering  Hall,  and  died  in  1869. 
By  will  dated  February  6th,  1834,  and  proved  in 
October  1869,  he  left  this  to  his  son  Christopher 
for  life,  and  failing  lawful  heirs,  to  his  brother  John^ 
of  Barling  (late  of  Foulness).  The  latter  died  in 
1881,  and  left  this  to  be  sold  and  divided  amongst  six 
of  his  children,  Thomas,  Henry,  and  his  daughters 
Lucy,  Charlotte,  Elizabeth  Mary  and  Susanna.  Upon 
the  sale  in  May,  1883,  the  Shop  and  Cottages  were 
sold  to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Knapping,  and  the  2  acres  of  land 
to  W.  Lloyd  Wise,  who  shortly  afterwards  resold 
half-an-acre  to  the  above  Mrs.  Knapping,  of  South 
Shoebury  Hall. 

Bamfleet,  in  1763,  was  in  John  Stephenson,  who* 
married  Susannah,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Forward^ 
a  London  Merchant.  It  is  now  in  Rowland  Edmund 
Walter  Pery  Standish,  of  Marwell  Hall,  near  Win- 
chester. It  was  for  a  lengthened  period  the  residence 
of  the  Lodwick  family,  whose  portraits  bung  on  the 
walls,  and  were  removed  when  their  tenancy  expired* 

"  Mountain  Marshes,"  so  called  in  1657,  are  a 
portion  of  marsh  land  in  this  parish,  part  of  *''  Suttons" 
in  South  Shoebury,  lately  belonging  to  Robert 
Bristow,  and  now  in  the  daughters  of  the  late  Dale 
Knapping,  J.  P. 

"  Mustard  Hall,"  alias  "  Barn  Houses,"  so  called 
from  some  cottages  once  standing  thereon,  formed  out 
of  an  old  barn,  and  some  land  situate  near  '^  Cupid's 

•  The  Joscelynes  were  formerly  of  Black  Notlej. 
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corner,"  was  formerly  in  Mary  Harrison,  Widow.  It 
was  afterwards  acquired  by  «Joseph  Pattisson,*  senr., 
of  St.  Mary's,  Maldon,  by  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Wallman,  only  child  of  William  Wallman,  of  Thorpe 
Hall,  Southchurch.  He  left  it  to  his  eldest  daughter 
Elizabeth  Wallman  Pattisson,  who  married  Williani 
Wedd,  in  1870,  of  Foulmire,  Cambridgeshire,  and 
died  in  1843.  Her  executors  sold  this  to  her  5th  son« 
Alfred  Wedd,  who  died  at  his  residence,  Whitehall, 
Great  Wakering,  January  8th,  1877,  aged  87  years* 
He  left  this,  together  with  the  entirety  of  his  property, 
to  his  7th  brother,  Octavius  Wedd,  of  Foulmire.  His 
sister,  Mary  Wedd,  whose  residence  at  Maldon  was  a 
great  resort  of  the  Liberals  at  election  contests,  died 
in  1872,  in  her  81st  year. 

"  Doors  Farm,"  situate  in  North  and  South 
Shoebury,  is  so  called  from  Daniel  Door.f  who  was 
tenant  in  1730,  and  died  in  1768.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Neal,  and  besides  farming,  he  was  a  shopkeeper 
and  Constable.  His  son  Samuel  was  Church  Clerk 
to  both  Shoeburys,  and  died  in  1766,  aged  25,  The 
field  opposite  the  House  is  called  "  Pucks.":);  In 
1821,  it  was  in  Edward  Child.  This  Child  went 
abroad,  and  being  lost  sight  of  for  many  years,  the 
executors  of  the  mortgagee,  Francis  Furner,  a  watch- 
maker, of  Rochford,  sold  the  freehold  portion  to  James 
Tabor,  of  Earls  Hall,  in  1858,  for  £2,650,  and  the 

*  The  arms  of  this  family  are  apon  a  monnment  in  Witham  Church,  to 
Jacob  Pattisson.  '*  Ob.  1805.  A  tree  eradicated  between  three  pelioamB 
feeding  their  yonng  in  their  nests.  Qresit  a  pelican  collared  and  chained, 
the  chain  reflexed  over  her  back,  feeding  her  yonng  in  a  nest." 

t  In  old  parish  books  the  accounts  of  Door  exhibit  curious  entries  of 
disbursements  for  killing  badgers,  sparrows,  hedgehog  and  foxes.  In  1738, 
foxes  were  so  plentiful  that  10  were  paid  for  at  one  time  at  Is.  per  head, 
and  in  1751  nine  were  taken  in  ten  days.  This  house,  tradition  states,  was 
formerly  inhabited  by  a  highwayman,  who  came  home  wounded  and 
died  there. 

X  See  an  account  of  the  doings  of  Puck,  or  Robin  Goodfellow,  a  fairy  in 
Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  Act  11,  Scene  1. 
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copyhold  part,  lying  in  South  Shoebury,  long  held 
upon  trust  by  his  legal  representative,  was  sold  in 
1881,  to  the  Kev.  F,  Thackeray,  Vicar  of  Shopland. 
Part  of  this  has  been  acquired  by  the  Tilbury  railway, 
and  another  portion  has  been  sold  for  building 
purposes. 

In  1578,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  lease  to  John 
Celye,  a  valet  of  the  scullery,  of  a  parcel  of  land  called 
Munginge  Marsh,  in  North  Showberye,  and  Little 
Burweed,  in  Foulness,  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
dissolved  Priory  of  Pritwell,  and  he  had  granted  to 
him,  hedgeboote,  fireboote,  ploughboote,  and  cart- 
boote;  he  undertaking  to  pay  ^10  annually  to  the 
Rector  of  Foulnesse.  After  his  death  there  were 
great  contentions  amongst  his  relations.  Robert 
Lawson,  alias  Edmonds,  married  Margery  t!ely.  See 
Prittlewell  and  Foulness. 

The  Pikle*  was  formerly  a  small  grass  croft,  through 
which  is  the  path  leading  to  the  Church,  and  near  by 
stood  a  large  lofty  boarded  building,  used  for  many 
years  as  a  Workhouse  for  the  united  parishes  of  North 
Shoebury,  South  Shoebury  and  Foulness.  This  struct- 
ure,which  narrowly  escaped  being  blown  down  in  a  ter- 
rific gale  in  1886,  which  levelled  immense  numbers  of 
trees  and  buildings,  was  at  length  burnt  down  Sept. 
14th,  1877.  It  was  for  a  short  time  the  refuge  of 
Sarah  Davy,  afterwards  Countess  of  Ferrers,  who 
was  removed  here  from  the  Hall  when  suffering  from 
fever.  From  parish  documents  we  glean  that  the 
rateable  value  of  North  Shoebury  in  1726,  was  £517, 
in  1761  it  was  £549;  South  Shoebury  £533,  and 
Foulness  £2545.  It  was  agreed  that  Foulness  should 
spend  408.  at  a  Parish  meeting  and  no  more,  and  the 
two  Shoeburys  25s.  each,  and  to  have  monthly  meet* 
ings  at  the  Workhouse,  and  the  acting  Officers  not 
attending,  to  forfeit  10s.  Punch  seems  to  have  been  a 

*  Called  at  Lewieham,  in  Keni,  a  Qaillet. 
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constant  requisite  at  Parish  dinners,  and  the  following 
piices  are  quoted  of  corn,  meat,  &c.  Mutton  2^* 
per  lb.  Pork  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  stone.  In 
consequence  of  the  deamess  of  coal,  29s.  per  chaldron, 
boan  straw  was  used  at  a  cost  of  7s.  6d.  per  load. 
In  1748  bricklayers  and  carpenters  had  2s  a  day  each. 
In  1772  leg  of  Veal  4d  per  lb.  Coffins  10s.  and 
Shrouds  4s.  each.  In  1776  Beans  were  178.  per  qr. 
and  Peas  228^  and  in  1779,  lamb  4d.  per  lb. 

There  was  a  Governor  and  Sub-Governor  of  this 
workhouse*,  and  the  poor  were  obliged  to  wear  a 
badge  according  to  the  statute  8  and  9  W.III.,  c.  30. 
This  consisted  of  a  large  letter  P  and  the  first  letter 
of  the  parish  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  right  sleeve,  or 
they  might  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
twenty-one  days.  In  1761  and  again  in  1768,  small 
sums  were  given  to  the  children  to  go  to  Wakering 
fair,  and  until  later  times  the  children  had  3d  each 
allowed  them. 

There  were  continually  heavy  expenses  for  con- 
veying paupers  from  parish  to  parish.  For  private 
intelligence  5s  3d.  In  1 769  for  coach  and  hire  to 
Buckingham  and  back  £5  7s  3d.,  and  for  victuals  and 
drink  £S  4s.  For  dame  Mathews  and  children  to 
Totham,  ^5,  gave  her  10s,  and  fetching  her  back  ^I, 
expenses  at  Chelmsford  12s  lOd;  Imber,  the  Vicar, 
going  there  14s  Sd,  and  other  expenses  £4.  Small- 
pox cases  were  heavy  in  1766.  Carrying  a  boy  to 
pest  house  28  6d,  and  the  charges  there  £6  Is.  Cage 
had  £i  19s  7d  when  his  family  had  the  small-pox, 
and  £10  14s  7d  given  to  others  with  it.  £10  10s 
for  carying  a  man  and  his  family  to  Thriplow,  in 

*  Before  the  lieformation  there  were  no  poor  rates.  The  charitable 
distributions  of  the  religious  houses  and  the  Church  ale  in  eveiy  pariah 
did  the  business.  In  each  parish  there  was  a  Charoh -house  to  whieli 
belonged  ppits,  pots,  Ac,  where  the  parishioners  met  and  made  merry. 
The  young  people  aRsembled  to  dance,  bowl  and  shoot  at  the  butts  &c> 
and  in  every  Church  there  was  a  poor  bos. 
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Cambridgeshire,  and  £17  128  4d  carrying  two  women 
to  Suffolk  out  of  Foulness. 

In  1772  Rioters  were  taken  to  Chelmsford,  and 
warrants  granted  to  take  runaways  after  examination 
4ipon  orders  of  removal.  For  burying  a  man  on  the 
beach  at  South  Shoebury  Is  6d.  The  poor  employed 
in  spinning  of  worsted.  Wool  was  brought  from  Suf- 
folk in  a  state  called  ^^  locks,"  it  was  then  spun  and 
reeled  and  sold  to  be  dyed,  and  to  supply  the  manu- 
facturies  of  "  bays  and  says."  The  spinning  wheels 
cost  3s  6d  each,  and  the  spindles  9(1  the  half-dozen, 
and  the  receipts  for  spinning  in  one  year  were  £14. 
The  household  furniture  at  the  Workhouse  was  valued 
in  1801  at  £106  10s  including  plate,  in  1815  ati;i26 
16s  6d,  and  in  1821  at  £94  12s.  After  the  accession 
of  Commins  to  this  benefice,  in  1830,  the  parish 
officers  for  the  time  being,  sold  all  the  effects.  In 
1678  this  property  belonged  to  John  Fitzhewes,  and 
in  1703  was  in  his  widow  Johanna,  their  youngest 
daughter  Mary^*  heiress  of  her  brother,  James  Fitz- 
hewes, married  John  Morbeck,  whose  son  John 
was  in  possession  in  1763.  This  John  Moorbeckf 
by  his  will,  dated  October  2nd,  1773,  gave  all  to  his 

*  Elizabeth  Fitzhewes,  her  elder  sister,  married  Robert  Stevens 
in  1705,  (see  Barling,  pp.  50,  and  Bochford,  pp  170.) 

t  There  is  a  hatchment  on  the  wall  of  Great  Wakering  Church, 
whereon  are  the  assumed  arms  of  Sumner,  with  an  escocheon  of  pretence, 
for  Korbeck.    **  8a.  a  fess  dancettde  Ermine  for  Sumner.    Escocheon  of 

Sretence,  Or  on  a  bend  Az.  three  covered  cups  of  the  first  for  Morbeck." 
'here  is  a  deed  in  my  possession  which  throws  some  considerable 
light  upon  the  origin  of  the  Asser  and  Moorbeck  families.  This  deed 
certifies  that  in  1720  James  Asser  and  Thomas  Wright  (see  Barling,)  of 
St.  Clement,  Eastcheap,  London,  were  Trustees  respecting  property  in 
Foulness,  North  Shoebury  and  Shopland,  belonging  to  Sarah  Moorbeck. 
This  Sarah  Moorbeck,  in  1720,  was  widow,  and  second  wife  of  William 
Moorbeck,  and  conveyed  her  life  interest  to  her  children,  of  whom  Sarah 
was  wife  of  Saihuel  Nott,  of  North  Shoebury.  Margaret,  wife  c^  Joseph 
Forster,  and  her  sons  were  Peter.  Johnt  Bobert  and  Joseph.  By  his  first 
wife  Willam  Moorbeck  had  Mary,  wife  o|  Jacob  Lodwick,  and  after- 
wards wife  of  Bichard  Newberry,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Bichard  Ken- 
nett.  Jacob  and  Mary  Lodwick  had  a  son  Anthony,  and  a  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  in  1720  was  eighteen  years  old. 


\)'H}  '  THE    IIISTOUY   OK 

wife  Elizabeth  for  life,  and  theQ  to  his  daughter  Eliz- 
uheth  Moorbeck,  wife  of  Thomas  Sumner,  of  South- 
church,  and  after  her  deceue  to  his  grandson  Jehn 
William  Morbeck  Sumner.   John  Morbeck  died  in  1774, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  June  1775.    Elizabeth  Sum- 
ner died  in  1806,  and  her  husband,  T/umms  Sumner, 
in  1815,  and  were  both  buried  in  the  Fitzhewes'  vault 
at  Great  Wakering.    The  Rev.  John  \V.  M.  Sumner* 
married  16th  Oct.  1800,  Judith  Lodwick  of  North 
Shoebury,  who  died  in  December  of  the  same  year 
HTid  is  buried  in  the   vault  of  her  family  at  Great 
Wakering.      After  this  bereavement  John    W.   M. 
Sumner  married  8th  August,  1809,  Catherine^  daughter 
of  the   Rev.   Joseph   Wise,  of  Rochford.     He  died 
in  1826,  and  by  will  made  17th   March,  1823,  left 
his   estates  to  his  wife  Catherine  for  life,  and  then 
to  his  children,  and  added  a  codicil   subsequently, 
giving   his  wife  a  power  of  dividing   the  property 
among  the  seven  children,f  which   she  never  exer- 
cised.     Mrs.  Sumner,  who  retired  to   Roots    Hall, 
Prittlewell,  afterwards  married  Rev.  John  Quaringkm 
of  Middleton  Square,  Nov.  3rd,  1831,  at  St.  James's, 
Clerkenwell.     ohe  died  in   1845,  and  her  represen- 
tatives sold  this  and  other  property  at  Great  Wakering 
and  Southchurch,   near  the  Rose  Inn,  in  1849,  to 
Christopher  Parsons,  the  last  of  that   name«  of  the 
Lawn,  Southchurch  and  the  Hall,  North  Shoebury. 
He  gave  for  this  £320.     He  died  Sept.  23rd,  1882, 
aged  75  years,  and  left  this  to  his  second  wife,  Mary, 
eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte  Benton,  of 
North  Shoebury  House*     At  her  death,  Feb.  11th, 

*  He  inherited  this,  and  the  Lawn,  Southchurch,  through  Hary  Fits- 
hewes,  youngest  daughter  of  John  Fitzhewes,  and  through  whom  she 
succeeded  to  a  house  in  Leigh,  which  was  sold  by  the  fiev.  J.  W.  H. 
Bumner,  in  1807. 

t  Of  these  children  enumerated  in  Bochford,  Morheck  died  in  1845, 
and  was  buried  in  Montreal.  Charles,-  a  Chemist,  died  at  Bytown,  Can- 
ada.  Catherine  Sophia  Wise  married  Qeorge  Ferris  Whidbome,  of  No. 
60,  Gower  Street,  Bedford  Square. 
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1 885,  at  Brighton,  aged  74  yeara,  it  was  sold,  the 
same  year  to  Elizabeth  Mary  Knapping^  of  South 
Shoebury  Hall,  for  ^410. 

The  above  Christopher  Parsons  was  a  member  of 
the  LinnsBan  Society,  a  good  Ornithologist,  Botanist, 
Entomologist,  and  lileteorologist.  Most  of  his  speci- 
mens of  British  birds  and  insects,  admirably  stuffed 
and  preserved  with  his  own  hands,  together  with  Me- 
teorological observations  extending  over  twenty  years, 
a  splendid  collection  of  dried  plants  and  stuffed  birds 
have  been  presented  by  Samuel  Westwood  Squier, 
J.P.  to  the  Southend  Institute.  Amongst  his  col- 
lection of  butterflies  and  beetles,  now  in  my  posses- 
sion, is  a  butterfly  supposed  to  be  extinct  in  En- 
fland,  but  formerly  common  on  Whittlesey-merc,  in 
[untingdonshire,  which  has  been  exterminated 
by  ruthless  pursuers.  Like  the  Rev.  Gilbert  White, 
of  Selborne,  he  left  behind  him  an  interesting 
journal  of  his  daily  observations  respecting  the  habits 
of  birds,  but  his  own  were  of  the  most  retiring 
nature,  and  he  seldom  communicated  his  acquirements 
even  to  his  intimate  friends.  On  April  6tta,  1839, 
he  shot  a  male  Hoopoe,  ^^  Upupa  Epaps^^'  and  on 
the  10th  a  iemale  one,  on  North  Shoebury  Hall,  in 
Price's  field,  between  Mottes  and  Crows,  midway 
between  the  Cross  House  (Shoebury  Shop)  and  Shoe- 
bury House  paddock.  He  states,  although  he  drove 
them  away  several  times,  they  returned  to  the  same 
spot  again,  almost  directly,  and  as  there  was  a  hollow 
tree  there,  he  thinks  it  probable  they  would  have 
bred  there  if  unmolested.  The  male  bird  weighed  2J 
ounces.  Their  flight  was  a  little  undulating  and  on 
alighting  on  a  tree,  they  drew  themselves  up  and 
jerked  their  heads.  There  is  notice  of  a  Ring-Ousel, 
"  Turdus  torquatus"  Lin.  shot  in  1850.  In  1836  he 
mentions,  in  October,  a  large  number  of  Blackbirds 
appeared;  almost  every  hedge  was  full  of  them,  and 
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they  kept  in  New    England  for  a  week  or  two. 

Mrs.  Knapping  is  a  poetess  of  considerable  merit- 
In  1859  she  published  a  volume  of  poems,  the  prin« 
cipal  one  being  ^  The  End  of  the  Pilgrimage/'  and 
in  1861  a  second  appeared,  containing  amongst  others^ 
"  A  Tale  of  the  Goodwin  Sands,"  **  Love,**  "  Gari- 
baldi," and  **  An  Address  to  Charles  WestertoOt 
eight  years  Churchwarden  of  St.  Paul's,  Knights- 
bridge." 

North  Shocbury  House  and  Lands  have  for  many 
years  been  connected  with  the  Rectorial  tithes.  A 
portion  of  the  land  was  probably  always  Rectorial 
glebe,  including  the  two  fields  adjoining  the  Vicarial 
glebe,  through  one  of  which  access  is  gained  to  the 
Vicarage,  but  subsequent  additions  may  have  been 
made.  Since  the  period  when  the  great  tithes  were 
in  lay  hands.  Queen  Elizabeth,  27th  January,  1591, 
granted  the  Rectory  of  North  Shoebury  to  Henry 
Best,  and  John  Welles.  It  came  again  however  to 
the  Grown,  for  James  I.  on  17th  September,  1603, 
granted  it  to  Robert  Carey,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Privy-chamber,  youngest  son  of  Henry,  Lord 
Hunsdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  farm  for  ever, 
''  the  Rectory  and  Church  of  Little  Shobery  alias 
North  Showebury  alias  North  Showebery  with  its 
rights  of  patronage  &c.,  to  be  holden  of  the  Manor  of 
East  Greenwich  by  fealty  only  in  free  and  common 
socage,  and  not  in  capite  nor  by  knights  service.  Ren- 
dering by  equal  portions  at  the  feast  of  the  Annun* 
ciation  of  the  filessed  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  by  equal  portions  the  fee  farm  rent  or 
yearly  rent  of  £v.  vjs.  viijd."  His  daughter  Mary 
married  Henry  Whittipole,  of  Christchurch,  County 
Suffolk. 

This  Robert  Carey  had  ridden  to  Edinburgh  the 
same  year,  with  the  news  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  death, 

arting  from  Richmond  on  Thursday   Morning  at 
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three  o'clock,  and  reaching  Holyrood  on  Saturday 
evening.  Upon  the  King's  journey  to  London  he 
rested  at  14  orham  Castle,  Northumberland,  belonging 
to  Carey,  which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  was  there  nobly  entertained.  He  was 
created  by  James,  Lord  Carey,  of  Lepington,  in  York- 
shire, and  Earl  of  Monmouth.  Memoirs  written  by 
him  are  still  extant.  He  died  in  1639,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Henry,  who  died  without  male  issue 
in  1661.  His  brother  Thomas  left  an  only  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Viscount  Mordaunt,. 

We  have  no  further  notice  of  this  Estate  until  1703, 
where  in  a  map  made  by  John  Watts,  of  Thurnhani,  in 
Kent,  it  is  described  as  the  land  belonging  to  Miss 
Lucie  Chedwick,  of  whom  we  have  no  further  partic- 
ulars. In  1 763  it  was  in  John  Milnes,  of  the  Stone 
House,  near  Rugeley,  in  Staffordshire.  His  wife  was 
a  Lycett,*  whose  family  resided  for  many  years  at 
Weston  Hall,  Stafford,  where  they  were  tenants  and 
farmers  of  the  upper  class.  John  MUnesff  died  in  Lon- 
don, Oct.  31st  1768,  aged  72.  He  left  his  cousin  John 
Ibbetson^  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Admiralty,  sole 
executor,  and  his  will  was  proved  the  same  year.  His 
legacies  were  numerous^  He  bequeathed  his  Shoebury 
Estates  to  Ibbetson,  a  legacy  of  £5000  to  Francis  Ly- 
cett,  of  Weston  Hall,  brother  to  his  late  wife,  to  bring 
up  his  numerous  family.  He  appears  to  have  been  par- 
tial to  the  trigger,  as  he  makes  particular  bequests  of  his 
steel,  silver  and  brass-mounted  guns.  He  desired  to 
be  buried  either  at  Ingestry  or  North  Shoebury,  which- 
ever was  nearest  to  the  place  where  he  might  die. 
His  remains  lie  in  North  Shoebury  chancel,  where 
there  is  a  mural  marble  tablet,  upon  which  are  his 

•  In  A.D.  1625.  William  Lycett  was  married  to  Anne  Bullington,  at 
Wefton.  One  of  th6  same  name  in  1792  married  Margaret  Dodd,  and 
the  name  continues  in  the  Begisters  of  Weston,  until  1835, 

t  Christopher  Parsons,  who  died  in  1787,  held  Shoebury  House  and 
land  under  him. 
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arxDBi  ^^Qu,  a  cross  pate^  between  three  moUets  pierced 
Arg." 

John  Ibbetson  lived  at  New  Street^  Spring  Gardens, 
and  is  said  to  have  improved  the  residence  at  Shoe* 
buiT  by  bricking  the  front  of  the  house,  whilst  his  tenant, 
C.  rarsons  built  additional  rooms  at  the  back.  Every 
inch  of  land  was  not  then  thought  so  necessary  for  crop- 
ping as  now,  as  he  had  a  drive  reserved  round  each 
field,  for  his  inspection  of  the  crops.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Clevland,  c^ 
Tapley  Park,  in  Devonshire,  who  died  nt  Cheltenham, 
October  25th,  1796,  in  the  62nd  year  of  her  age. 
John  Ibbetson  died  suddenly,  at  Southend,  September 
llthy  1801,  aged  68.  The  arms  on  his  monument  in 
Shoebury  chancel  are,  ^^  Arg,  on  a  bend  cottised  6u., 
three  escallops  of  the  field,  impaling  Az.,  a  hind 
springing  Arg.  Crest,  a  Unicorn's  head  erased,  per 
fess  Arg.  and  Gu,  charged  on  the  neck  with  three  es- 
callops, counterchanged."  He  left  this  Estate  and  all 
the  rest  of  his  property  with  the  exception  of  certain 
legacies,  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones^  who  re- 
sided  henceforth  at  the  leaseliold  property,  in  Spring 
Gardens,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martins-in-the-fields,  now 
turned  into  Government  offices.  She  was  widow  of 
Captain  Jones,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  killed  in  1775, 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  Massachusetts.  She  had  apart- 
ments reserved  at  Shoebury  House,  which  she  used  to 
visit  generally  for  a  month  in  the  summertime,  once 
in  four  years,  driving  in  her  carriage  from  London. 
The  country  folks  had  great  reverence  for  her,  she 
was  an  excellent  landlady,  and  when  the  interests 
of  farmers  and  others  were  concerned  gave  liberally, 
and  subscribed  forty  pounds  towards  opposing  the 
Act  of  Parliament  which  saddled  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry with  the  Pier  and  Harbour  dues  at  Southend, 
She  lived  to  a  great  age,  being  born  Oct.  3rd,  1749, 
and  died  Nov.  lllth,  1846.     By  will  made  in  1812, 
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she  ordered  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  vault  in 
Shoebury  chancel,  near  the  remains  of  her  late  dear 
brother  and  slater  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ibbetson.  She  gave 
numerous  legacies  to  servants  and  others,  and  left 
Shoebury  House  and  Rectorial  tithes,  and  the  tenths 
payable  at  Christ's  Hospital,  for  the  Priory  of  Berden* 
in*  North  Shoebury,  to  Sarah  and  Arms  Walker  for  life, 
and  after  their  decease,  without  issue^  to  Captain 
WUliam  Saltren  Willet,  (who  died  in  1823,)  or  his 
heirs. 

Sarah  and  Arme  Walker,  formerly  of  32,  Russell 
Square,  Brighton,  but  latterly  of  Gloucester  Place, 
Kensington,  were  daughters  of  Mary  Walker,  sister 
of  her  late  husband,  Captain  Thomas  Jones.  They 
were  related  to  Sir  Edmund  Walker  Head,  Bart.,  as 
his  father.  Sir  John  Head,  Rector  of  Rayleigh,  in 
1801,  married  their  aunt>  Jane  Walker,  only  child 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Walker,  of  London.  They  both 
died  in  London.  The  youngest  and  surviving  sister 
Annediedi  March  25th,  1860,  and  as  Captain  Willett 
and  William  his  son  were  dead  the  property  devolved 
upon  his  only  surviving  child  Adelatdef  Marianne 
Elizabeth  WHletj  wife  of  Major  Pitc^aim.C.  Onslow, 
late  of  the  Royal  Marines,  of  Dunsborough  House, 
Ripley,  Surrey.  He  married  in  1843  The  family  of 
Onslow  is  a  Shropshire  one,  of  great  antiquity,  which 


*  Berden  Priory  was  suppreBsed,  27th  Henry  Vin.   All  the  lands  and 

Bnements  in  Berden  and  other  parishes  helonginff  to  that  Priory,  were 

granted  to  Henry  Parker,  who  died  6th  Edward  VI.    These  premises 


afterwards  came  to  Sir  Thomas  Bamsay,  Knight,  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don in  1577,  to  whom  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  25th  year  of  her  reign, 
granted  license  to  alienate  the  same  to  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of 
Lond|pn,  in  trust,  as  Governors,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Christ's  Hos- 
pital, in  London,  which  enjoys  the  profits  thereof  hitherto. 

t  Her  Oreat-grandmother  was  the  eldest  sister  of  John  Clevland,  of 
Tapley  Park,  Co.  Devon,  who  married  Captain  Saltren  Willet,  B.N.  She 
left  that  Estate  to  the  eldest  of  her  three  grandsons,  Col.  Saltreen  Wil- 
let, Captain  in  the  Enniskillen  Dragoons,  and  Colonel  of  the  Devon 
Militia,  who  took  the  name  of  Clevland,  the  second  was  the  above  Gapt. 
WiUi€km  SaUren  Willett,  the  third,  John  Saltren  Willett  was  one  of 
Mrs.  Jones'  Executors,  and  resided  at  Petticombe,  Devon,  and  died  in 
1871,  aged  86. 
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in  the  reign  of  Henry  IIL  took  its  samame  from  the 
Lordship  of  Ondeslow,  so  designated  in  Doomsday, 
but  now  written  Onslow.  Sir  Richard  Onslow  was 
knighted  by  Charles  1st.  and  represented  Surrey  in 
three  Parliaments,  opposed  the  Court  and  raised  a 
regiment  which  was  employed  at  the  siege  of  Basing 
HousC)  in  1644.  In  1648  he  was  one  of  the  members 
expelled  the  House  by  the  army,  and  in  1657  was  one 
of  a  committee  to  overcome  the  scruples  of  Cromwell 
respecting  his  accepting  the  Kingly  office,  to  whom  he 
addressed  a  learned  argument  in  favor  of  that  project. 
He  afterwards,  when  representing  Guildford,  contri« 
buted  to  the  restoration  of  the  exiled  monarch.  Sev- 
eral of  this  family  at  various  periods  distinguished 
themselves  as  speakers  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

From  Sir  Richard  descended  Foot  Onslow,  first 
Commissioner  of  Excise,  and  brother  of  Richard  Ons- 
low, created  Baron  Onslow  in  1716.  Richard  Onslow, 
second  son  of  Foot^  (so  called  from  his  maternal  grand- 
father, Sir  Thomas  Foot,  Bart.,  Lord  Mavor  of  Lon- 
don, in  1649)  was  Governor  of  Plymouth,  and  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  Pooley,  daughter  of  Charles 
Walton,  of  Little  Bursted,  Co.  Essex,  by  whom  he 
had  GtoTQt^  M.P.  for  Guildford,  whose  son,  George 
Walton  Onslow,  (in  holv  orders,)  was  Vicar  oi  Send 
and  Ripley,  and  residea  at  Dunsborongh  House,  Co. 
Surrey,  and  married  in  1800,  Elizabeth,  eldest 
daughter  of  William  Campbell.  His  fourth  son  was 
jRi*teaim,t  above  mentioned,  born  29th  of  May,  1813. 
He  received  the  name  of   Pitcairn  from  his  great 

*  His  brother,  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Ondow,  was  created  a  Baronet 
for  distinguiBhing  himself  as  third  in  command,  under  Admiral  Dun* 
can,  at  Camperdown,  in  defeating  the  Dutch,  in  1797. 

t  Halor  Onslow's  family  consists  of  Arthur  Foot  Onslow,  bora  in 
1846,  William,  in  1848,  and  Frances  Edith,  and  two  other  daughterly 
one  of  whom  married  Major-general  Hughes,  Ordinary  Member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Goreraor  General  of  India,  and  is  now  a  widow  with  five 
children.  Jane,  a  sister  of  Major  Onslow,  in  1848  married  John  James 
Villan,  and  has  a  son  Frank,  born  in  1816. 


HOCHFOBD  HUNDRED.  933 

grandfather  (on  the  mother's  side,)  Major  Pitcairn, 
ivho  was  killed  in  the  same  battle  as  Captain  Jones, 
and  is  particularly  mentioned  in  Jesse's  Life  of 
George  III.  Arms,  Ar.,  a  fesse,  gu.,  between  six 
Cornish  choughs,  ppr.  Crest,  an  eagle,  sa.,  preying 
upon  a  partridge,  or.  Mottos,  "  Festina  lente,**  and 
*•  Semper  fideUs." 

The  Star  Field  and  Cottages  near  Shoebury  House, 
in  1703  were  in  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Brown,  gent. 
In  1731  this  property,  which  is  copyhold,  together 
■with  two  acres  down  Crouchman's  Lane  were  in 
Eobert  Kennett.  The  Two  Acres  were  surrendered 
to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  are  now  incorporated 
with  the  Moated  Farm.  He  made  his  will  in  Oct. 
1742.  Elizabeth  Kennett  was  subsequently  admitted. 
His  daughter  Catherine  was  wife  of  Christopher  Par- 
sons. Besides  her  he  had  three  sons,  Robert^  John 
and  Samuel.  Catherine  Parsons  was  admitted  in 
- 1753,  to  a  fourth  part,  the  fine  for  which  was  £1  ISs 
9d.  The  Star  House  was  then  described  as  lately 
erected.  It  was  at  one  time  licensed  as  a  public  house, 
and  a  large  cellar  and  remains  of  wine  bins  still  exist. 
Her  brother  Robert*  was  17  in  1759.  He  had  two 
daughters,  Carolina  and  Maria  Sophia.  In  1764 
Christopher  Parsons  sen.  had  this  property,  and 
made  his  will  in  1786,  and  left  this  to  his  grandson, 
Christopher  Moreton  Miller,  who  was  admitted  in 
1787,  and  died  in  1805.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah 
Cause,  whom  he  married  in  1777.  By  her  he  had  a 
daughter  Catherine,  who  married  William  Going,  of 
Bourne's  Green,  Southchurch.  Eleanor  Libbard^  hb 
second  wife,  was  admitted  in  1809.  In  1824,  her  son, 

•  He  died  in  possession  of  four  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  Yicaraffe, 
held  of  West  Hall  manor.  Elisabeth  Kennett,  who  married  Peter  Pnoe 
Tallow-chandler  of  Great  Wakering,  was  sreat-ffrandmother  to  the  late 
H.  6.  Price,  baker,  of  Church  Lodge,  PrittlewelT,  and  niece  of  Edward 
and  Bichardi  Kennett,  of  Booth  tSioebnry  Hall.  The  Prices  were  like- 
wise  descended  from  the  Kingsman  family,  of  Horndon.  (SeePrittlewell 
and  south  Shoebury.) 
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Christopher  Miller  otherwise  Libbard,  and  FranoeSf 
his  wiie,  (n6e  Sawell)  sold  their  reversionary  interest 
expectant  upon  the  death  of  his  mother  to  Samuel 
Benton,  of  North  Shoebury  House,  for  £320.  Samud 
was  admitted  in  1833,  the  fine  bein|B[  JS34.  He  died 
in  1847,  and  by  will  left  this  to  ms  youngest  son, 
Samud  for  life,  who  died  in  1876,  with  reversion  to 
his  eldest  son,  PAi/y,  who  now  ei\]ovs  it. 

Two  freehold  cotte^^  near  the  Church,  were  built 
by  Robert  Eennett,  m  1733.  Richard  Eennett,  hy 
will  made  Feb.  28th,  1742,  and  provjed  in  1743,  left 
them  to  his  son,  Thomas  Kennett,  of  ThundeiBley, 
who  sold  them  to  Thomas  Parsons,  of  South  Shoe- 
bary  Hall.  The  property  afterwards  came  to  his  son, 
Edmund  Cotterall  Parsons,  and  was  sold  by  auction 
in  1814  to  Samud  Benton,  and  has  descend^  as  The 
Star  property  to  his  son  Philip. 

From  a  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum  entitled 
^^  Discourses  concerning  Government,"  by  Algernon 
Sidney,  London,  1704,  pp.  351,  the  name  appears  to 
have  been  originally  spelled  ^^  Benton,"  but  about  the 
16th  century  the  Wiltshire  family  of  Bainton  intro* 
duced  the  vowels  "  ai "  or  **  ay  "  instead  of**  e*"  Very 
few  of  the  nobility  equal  the  family  of  de  Benton, 
Bayntum,  Baynton,  or  Bainton.  Sianey  tells  us  that 
we  well  know  that  many  who  are  called  commoners 
are  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  chief  of  the  titular  no- 
bility in  antiquity,  and  instances  this  family  as  one." 

From  a  pedigree  preserved  in  the  British  Museum 
it  appears  that  in  the  time  of  Henry  XL  the  Bayn- 
tums  were  Enights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  Sir 
Henry  Bayntum  was  Enight  Marshall  to  the  Eing, 
an  officer  of  high  authority  in  those  days,  and.  his  se- 
cond son  Henry,  a  Enight  of  St.  John,  was  ^lain  in 
Bretagne,  in  1401,  temp.  Henry  IV.  Sir  Henry 
Bayntum  taking  part  with  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land,  was  beheaded   at   Berwick,  and   in  1471    Sir 
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Robert  Bayntum  fought  against  the  King  at  Tewkd- 
bury,  was  made  prisoner  and  attainted.  His  son  John 
Bayntum,  removed  to  Bromham,  anciently  the  seat  of 
the  Roches.  In  ^^  Burkes  Commoners"  iv.  pp.  330,  is 
given  an  account  of  Sir  Henry  William  Bayntum, 
Admiral,  of  Rettendon  Hall,  Essex. 

In  Lambert's  History  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Haven,  1838,  among  the  list  of  original  planters  of 
MUford,  occurs  the  name  of  Andrew*  Benton,  in 
the  list,  dated  1639.  In  the  same  book,  among 
the  original  planters  of  Guildford,  is  given  the  name 
of  Edward  Benton.  This  list  is  of  1650.  Lambert 
states  that  both  these  Bentons  came  from  Wethers- 
fieid.  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  were  consequently 
previously  "  of  the  party  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstallf 
from  Essex,  England."  In  Barber's  ^^  Connecticut 
Historical  Collections,''  New  Haven,  1856,  the  name 
of  John  Benton  occurs  among  the  list  of  first  settlers 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  the  list  is  of  1669,  but  the 
place  was  settled  in  1640.  These  three  Bentons, 
Andrew,  Edward  and  John  were  the  only  Bentons 
whose  names  occur  in  the  Colonial  records,  who  must 
have  been  born  in  England.     A  descendant  of  the 

•  In  Morant,  we  find  under  Eppinff,  that  John  Benton,  who  died  26th 
September,  1570,  held  the  Hanor  of  Shingle-hall,  and  Pjmnes-croft,  and 
Pynnds-meade.  Andrew  his  son  was  then  21  years  old,  and  was  saccee- 
ded  by  his  .son  Andrew.  Balph  Benton  sold  it.  John  Benton  claimed 
on  this  manor  a  Court  Baron,  with  all  rights  late  belonging  to  the  Mon- 
astery  of  Waltham,  liberty  of  fishing,  fowling  and  hunting  within  the 
forest,  with  other  privileges.  Notices  of  this  family  in  the  Bpping 
Registers  are  much  earlier  than  those^in  Ockendon. 

t  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall's  company  emigrated  to  America  in  1630. 
In  the  South  Ockendon  registers  of  July  2nd,  1673,  occurs,  the  Widow 
Benton  buried,  and  on  March  17th  of  the  same  year,  James  Benton,  the 
son  of  William  Benton,  and  in  1674,  Thomas  Benton,  son  of  Thomas 
Benton.  This  will  bring  the  Bentons  close  up  to. the  period  of  the  emi- 
gration. In  the  neiffhoouring  parishes  there  are  numerous  entries  of 
the  name,  <ind  in  the  British  Museum,  there  is  a  legal  document  signed 
and  sealed  by  John  Benton,  in  1622. 

Memorials  of  this  family  are  to  be  found  at  Upminster  and  Aveley, 
where  an  Aaron  Benton  was  rated  for  Cockhide,  situate  in  Unminster 
andArel^y,  in  1676,  and  notices  of  them  are  to  be  found  at  Langdon 
^SUis>SOKPc)iurch,  Kpping»  Ac. 
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Conuecticut  Bentons  distinguished  himself  greatly  in 
later  times,  and  in  ^^  Lippincott's  Gazeteer  of  the 
World/'  Philadelphia,  I860,  it  states  83  villages  or 
towns  in  the  United  States  are  named  Benton,  and 
that  eight  of  the  States  have  counties  named  Benton. 
They  are  all  named  after  the  late  Colonel  Thomas 
Hart  Benton,  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  a  leading  man  in  the  history  of  the 
period.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  in  America 
who  has  prominently  distinguished  himself,  but  some 
were  great  pioneers  in  the  wilderness  in  the  State  ct 
Ohio.  They  were  descended  from  Samuel  Benton, 
who  was  bom  in  1717,  and  died  in  1800.  This  fam- 
ily was  noted  for  their  longevity. 

The  Bentons  of  North  Shoebury  trace  their  origin 
from  the  Bentons  of  South  Ockendon,  where  they 
were  located  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  centory. 
The  principal  family  names  are  Aaron,  Philip,  Sam- 
uel, John  and  Richard,  Mary,^  Frances,  Sanh,  and 
Elizabeth.  They  are  descended  from  PhU^  Benton 
and  Sarah  Nicholls,  described  as  both  of  South  Ock- 
endon, who  were  married  by  license,  Nov.  2nd,  1767. 

*  Of  this  family  wa0  Mary,  married  October  20th,  1750,  to  Burcihett 
Winnall  or  Whennell,  of  the  Harrow,  at  Homchnrch.  He  was  ancle  to 
Bichard  Benton,  of  Homchnrch  and  East  Hall,  Wenninffton,  who  mar. 
ried  Catherine  Hyatt,  of  Oxford,  they  bad  thirteen  children,  most  of 
whom  are  buried  at  Wennington.  His  sixth  son,  Thomas,  who  died  in 
1819,  married  Jane  Wallace,  a  Scotch  lady.  This  Thomas  was  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Ordnanoe,  and  went  oat  to  Spain  in  1808,  was  at  Cor- 
unna  and  Waterloo,  and  had  the  medal,  and  remained  with  the  Army 
of  occnpation  three  years  after  Waterloo.  He  left  a  son,  Francis  Ed- 
ward, who  died  in  1832,  Catherine  Anne,  who  died  in  1884,  and  Jane 
Elizabeth,  second  wife  of  Francis  Asplin^of  St.  Cleres,  East  Tilbury. 
The  seventh  son  of  Richard  and  Catherine  was  TTtUMun  Benton,  B.  A. 
who  died  in  August,  1870,  at  86,  Thistle-grove,  West  Brompton,  London, 
aced  80,  formerly  of  Baynham,  who  married  a  Miss  Mansiord.  He  waa 
likewise  in  the  army,  and  was  a  French  prisoner  seven  years.  He  died 
in  1870  This  Benton,  together  with  the  different  branches  of  the  Ock- 
endon Bentons  use  the  same  arms  as  the  Bentons  of  Wiltshire,  via.  *■  Bt^ 
a  bend  fusil  arg.  Orest.  a  grifiln's  head  erased  aig.  They  likewise  use 
the  motto  «  Pm$e  A  To  Mi.,'  Another  branch  of  this  family  waa  Sam- 
uel Benton,  of  Brittains,  in  Homchnrch,  who  died  in  1839,  father  of  the 
late  Aaron  Benton  of  Wexuiington,  who  died  and  was  buried  there  in 

*87", 
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This  PhUy>  farmed  a  farm  adjoining  Ockendon  Green, 
near  the  entrance  to  the  Hall,  called  £lderton's  and 
Finches,  the  former  named  from  an  occupier  in  the 
time  of  Charles  11.  The  house  is  now  conrerted  into 
a  beer  shop,  and  the  barn  into  cottages.  He  held 
likewise  at  Horndon  on  the  Hill,  Tye  Green,  Gore 
Oaks  and  Eennett's  Hill,  likewise  Cookes  Meads. 
He  held  these  under  Jasper  Kingsman,  on  lease  for 
21  years  from  1787.  They  were  sold  in  1789,  Elder- 
tons  made  about  £22  per  acre,  and  Tye  Green,  Gore 
Oaks  and  Kennett's  Hill  consisting  of  253  acres,  was 
sold  for  £3440.  to  the  Baker  family.  The  rent  was 
£140  per  annum,  a  fat  sow  and  a  good  young  hen 
turkey. 

PAUip  Benton  died  in  1791,  and  his  wife  Sarah  the 
year  following.  Their  children  were  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Philip^  who  died  at  Gore  Oaks, 
Homdon-on-the-hill,  unmarried,  September  22nd, 
1842,  aged  72,  and  was  buried  in  a  vault  in  the 
nave  of  South  Ockendon  Church,  Samaelj,*  who 
married  Charlotte  Sawell,  only  daughter  of  John 
Sawell,  of  Brick  House,  East  Tilbury,  and  died  Dec. 
29th,  1847,  and  was  buried  in  North  Shoebury 
churchyard.  His  wife  died  at  Tottenham,  Jan.  13th. 
1874,  aged  87  years,  and  is  buried  with  her  husband. 
Mary  died  in  Jan.  1833,  aged  58,  unmarried,  and  her 
remains  repose  with  her  brother,  at  Ockendon.  The 
slab  over  their  tomb  was  removed  at  the  recent  church 
restoration,  and  placed  in  the  Saltonstall  chapel. 
Elizabeth  died  at  Witham,  unmarried,  in  1855,  and 
was  buried  there  in  the  new  burial  around,  and  Sarah^ 
who  became  the  second  wife  of  W  illiam  Barker,  of 
Old    Hall,  Corringham,  and   formerly  of  the  Herd 

•  Samael  Benton  died  having  the  fee  simple  of  BeanchAmpi,  to- 
gether with  the  greater  part  of  |the  Bectoriai  tithes  in  Shopland ;  Bar- 
tons, in  Barling,  Great  and  Little  Wakering ;  Oldbonr  and  Jaquet,  in 
Great  and  Little  Wakerinff ;  Star  House  and  land  in  JNorth  Shoebury, 
Oockcators,  in  South  Shoebury,  kc. 
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Farm,  Corringhain  and  Sadlers,  in  Bowers,  and  left 
an  only  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  Abraham  LazeU, 
aHas  Bell,  and  died  January  6th,  1888,  aged  81  years. 

The  children  of  Satnud  Benton  and  Charlotte  Sawell 
consisted  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  jl/ary,  mar- 
ried to  C.  Parsons,  of  North  Shoebury  Hall,  EligOj 
who  died  in  1856,  aged  40,  married  her  cousin,  John 
Hills  Sawell,  of  the  Hall,  Mucking;  PhUw,  to  Eliza, 
second  daughter  of  Joseph  Squier,*  of  East  Horn- 
don,  October  10th,  1843.  By  her  he  had  Charlotte 
Ann,  married  to  William  Pardons,  jun.  Philip^  to 
Lydia  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  the  lace  Charles 
Wordley  Francis,  of  Southchurch  Wick.  Samud^  of 
Bennett  Street,  St.  James's,  surgeon,  to  Caroline 
Isabella,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Walter  Askell 
Venour,  Esq.  H.E.I.C.o.  WiUiamj  an  architect.  Mary 
Louisa^  deceased.  Elizabeth,  msLrriedtm  3 ohn  Henry 
Podd,  of  Clees-hall,  Alphamstone.  ^Frances^  to  Fred- 
eric Robert  Johnson,  of  Teddiiigton. '  Charles  Joseph, 
an  officer  in  the  Mercantile  Marine,  and  Edward  Henry ^ 
of  Beauchamps,  Shopland. 

The  remaining  cmldren  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte 
Sawell  his  wife  were  Elizabeth^  who  died  at  2,  Stanley 
Villas,  Tottenham,  in  1881;  Samuel  deceased,  and 
Charlotte  Benton,  married  to  Charles  Hogg,  M.D.  late 
of  Finsbury.     -* 

•  The  Bmiier  family  are  descended  from  a  Kentish  family  who  set- 
tled in  East  Uomdon.  John  Squier  occupied  Bamardsand  Bine  House, 
in  that  parish,  and  died  in  1779,  aged  47  years.  He  married  twice.  His 
first  wife  was  Jenny  Bichardson,  who  died  aged  24,  in  1758,  childless, 
and  his  second  wife,  Ann  Thompson,  died  in  1789,  aged  59.  Of  his  sons, 
WiUiom,  who  died  in  1833,  4ged  73,  married  Ann  Durrant^  of  Oobions, 
East  Tilbury,  who  died  in  18i7,  aged  81  years.  John,  another  soi^  who 
died  in  1848,  aged  86,  married  her  sister,  Mary  Burrant,  who  died  in 
1799,  aged  29.  From  WUUam  and  Ann  descended  Jouph,  who  died  in 
1869,  aced  78.  Be  married  Mary  Anstin  Westwood,  who  died  in  1876, 
aged  83  years.  Their  children  were  Charles,  late  of  Bulphan,  Samuel 
Westwood,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Horndon  on  the  Hill,  William,  of  Dunton  Hills 
and  Joseph,  late  of  Dunton  Hall.  Mary  Anne,  EUxa,  Alice,  Fanny  and 
Louisa.  The  tombs  and  inscriptions  to  this  family  are  principally  at 
East  Horndon,  Ohilderditch,  Danton,  Wickford,  Ac. 
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Eliza^  wife  of  PhUip  Benton,  died  in  1874,  aged 
56  years,  and  he  re-married  in  1876,  at  Great  Henny 
Church,  near  Sudbuiy,  Elizabeth,  second  daughter 
of  the  late  John  Battley  Warren,  of  Bury  St,  Ed- 
munds. 

The  Sawell  family  are  supposed  to  have  come  from 
Cornwall.  This  is  uncertain,  but  there  are  several  of 
that  name  to  be  found  in  Penzance  Churchyard,  who 
had  for  arms.  Azure  three  Falcons  heads  erased,  two 
and  one,  within  a  bordure  Or.  There  is  a  chain  of 
mountains  in  the  county  of  Londonderry,  province 
Ulster,  the  highest  of  the  group  is  Sawell,  2,236  feet 
high.  The  earliest  mention  we  find  of  them  in 
Essex,  was  "  Thomas  Sawell,  who  died  in  1779,  aged 
75  years,  and  his  wife  Frances,  who  died  in  1796, 
aged  88  years,  of  Turner's  farm,  near  Walton's 
Hall,  Mucking.  They  had  several  sons,  Thomas^ 
who  married  first  Mary,  daughter  of  Ambrose  and 
Elizabeth  Spittv,  of  Horndon-on-the-hill,  and  left  an 
only  daughter,  MaiTf  who  died  unmarried.  His  second 
wife  was  Frances  Tuck,  by  her  he  had  two  children, 
Thomas^  who  married  Elizabeth  Jane  Pownall,  sister 
of  John  George  Henry  Pownall,  for  many  years  a 
magistrate*  and  chairman  of  the  Middlesex  bench  of 
magistrates  and  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Frances^  who 
married  C.  Morton  Miller,  (alias  Libbard,  of  Kent's,  or 
Moat  Farm,)  in  North  Shoebury.  Abraham^  of  Ray- 
leigh,  baptized  in  1738,  aglover*  died  childless.  James 
Sawell,  of  North  Lands,  Corringham,  married  Agnes 
Heep,  a  relation  of  the  Rev,  Robert  Powley,  Rector  of 
Bowers  Gifford,  and  died  in  1798,  and  had  an  only 
daughter,  Wrighte,  who  died  in  1803,  first  wife  of 
William  Barker,  of  the  Herd  Farm,  Corringham,  and 
of  Sadlers,  in  Bowers,  and  finally  of  Old  Hall,  Cor- 
ringham. He  died  in  1832.  Another  of  this  family 
was  Johrij  of  Brick  House,  East  Tilbury,  who  died  in 
1838,  having  married  Mary  W  hiting,  of  Laindon,  who 
died  in  1814,  and  had  issue  John,  of  Gobion's  East 

415'iv,ft 
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Tilbury,  who  married  EliEabeth  Hill?,  of  the  Pump 
Farm,  Corringham,  who  died  in  1816,  aged  30.  He 
died  March  19th,  1862.  Charlotte,  who  married 
Samuel  Benton^  of  North  Shoebury  House,  and  James^ 
of  West  Tilbury,  who  died  unmarried  in  1854,  aged 
65  years. 

iohn  Sawell  and  Elizabeth  Hills  hb  first  wife,  had 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  John  BUk,  who  married 
Miza  Benton,  Jamee,  died  April,  1888,  and  Eliza,  first 
wife  to  the  late  C.  Asplin,  of  Tilbury  Place,  who  died 
in  1856,  aged  40  years.  Sarah,  eldest  sister  of  Mary 
Whiting,  married  Jenkin  Morgan.  They  had  a  bro- 
ther lost  at  sea.  A  Thomas  Sawell  farmed  Reedham 
Marshes,  in  1760,  and  Gifford*s  Cross  land  in  Cor- 
ringham,  who  was  living  at  Walton's  Hall,  Mucking, 
in  1787. 

Tombs  of  the  Sawelb  are  to  be  found  at  Corring- 
ham,  one  of  which,  an  altar  one,  is  nearly  illegible, 
but  states  that  Mary  Sawell,  late  wife  of  Thomas 
Sawell,  was  buried  there,  and  from  the  Registers  we 
fflean  that  Thomas  SawelX  of  Hadlmghi  was  interred 
here,  2nd  October,  1818,  a^ed  84.  Amongst  the 
Registers  at  Mucking  we  find  Abraham  Sawell  had 
three  wives.  First  Ann,  second  Margaret  Bell,  and 
then  Sarah  Jackson,  the  two  latter  by  licence,  in 
1 764  and  1769,  and  there  was  an  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
William  Sawrwell,  buried  in  1711.  There  are  like- 
wise Tombs  at  Mucking^  West  Tilbury,  and  in  Graves- 
end  cemetery  of  a  later  date. 

Some  land  in  Shoebury  was  formerly  in  the  Manor 
of  Steeple  Grange.  (See  Morant.) 

John  Marshidl  had  fourteen  acres  of  land  in  this 
parish,  temp  Elizabeth,  called  Marshall  and  Cockes' 
land,  which  he  left  to  his  son  Abraham,  and  Margary 
his  wife. 

In  addition  to  the  Charter  already  referred  to  in 
page  909  respecting  the  Cross  House  in  North  Shoe* 
bury,  there  is  an  Indenture  dated  8th  Nov.,  3.  Edw. 
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IV.  whereby  Robert  Brystowe.*  the  Prior  of  Prittle- 
well,  grants  a  lease  of  an  acre  of  land,  belonging  to 
the  Church  or  bouse  of  the  Monastery  of  the  blessed 
Mary  of  Prittlewell,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  whole  Chapter,' to  John  Bonge,  of  South  Shoebury. 
It  is  described  as  one  acre  of  land,  more  or  less,  called 
Monkyn  Acre,  in  Little  Shoebury,  which  Ue3  between 
one  acre  of  land  called  the  Church  Acre  on  the  East 
part,  and  the  land  of  Richard  Mochell  on  the  West 
part,  one  head  thence  abutting  upon  the  land  of  the 
Lord  of  West-hall  on  the  South  part^  and  the  King's 
highway  leading  from  Shoebury  Cross  towards  Sno- 
bilhell  on  the  North  part,  rendering  thence  annually 
to  the  oflfice  (or  service)  of  the  Refectory  of  the  Bles- 
sed Mary  of  Prittlewell  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and 
fourpence  yearly.  Dated  in  the  Chapter  House  of 
the  said  Prior  and  Convent,  the  8th  of  Nov.,  in  the 
third  year  of  King  Edward  the  fourth  from  the  Con* 
quest. 

In  a  Charter  dated  I4th  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Cap- 
per, of  N.  Shoebury,  grants  a  messuage  and  piece  of 
land  to  feoffees  to  the  use  of  Christian,  wife  of  John 
Daw,  of  Prittlewell,  Thomas  Levet  the  younger.  Aw- 
dry  Lawson  and  Robert  Byglond.  The  witnesses 
were  Nicholas  Cammock,  John  Marten,  John  Peke  or 
Pyke,  ^^  husbandman,"  Thomas  Hende,  <^  South  Shoe* 
bery,  ^^  husbandman,"  and  William  Raven,  of  Barling, 
^^  waterman,"  all  her  interest  in  the  Crosse  House 
and  one  piece  of  land  adjoining,  containing  1^  acre. 
Subscribed  by  John  Pyke,  Roger  Tong  and  Peter 
Webbe. 

The  next  is  an  Indenture  whereby  Johanna  Brewer, 
formerly  wife  of  William  Michelle  of  North  Shoebury, 
conveys  her  life  interest  in  the  Cross  House,  with  an 
orchard  and  one  acre  of  land,  and  lease,  to  John  Os- 
born,  of  London,  yeoman,  the  devisee  in  remainder 

*    This  is  a  yaloable  Inde&tnre,  as  the  nave  ol  this  Prior  was  befora 
unknown  or  lost  sight  of. 
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after  her  decease.  Dated  15th  Jaiiy.  21.  Henry  VIIL 
Signed  by  John  Pyke,  Thomas  Hende,  Peyrs  Webe, 
Richard  Pyke,  John  Camock,  Harry  Hende,  and 
Johan  Brewer, 

Then  follows  the  will  of  John  Osborn,  of  Much 
Shoebury,  dated  25th  March,  1503,  and  proved  P.C.G. 
7th  May,  1504  at  Lambeth.  After  bequeathing  his 
soul  to  Almighty  God,  and  the  Blessed  Lady,  and  to 
all  the  saints  in  heaven,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  in 
the  churchyard  of  Our  Lady,  in  Shoebury,  he  be- 
queaths to  the  high  altar  for  tythes  forgotten,  iiijd, 
also  two  sheep  of  a  year  age  for  n^  fbredrove,  aJso 
to  the  work  of  "  powlle*"  iiijd,  also  I  will  for  a  priest 
to  sing  and  pray  a  quarter  of  a  year  in  the  parish 
church  of  South  Church,  for  me  and  my  wife,  and  for 
my  father  and  mother,  and  he  to  have  xxziijs  iiijd. 
Also  I  bequeath  to  the  said  Church  a  ^^  Kow"  for  to 
find  a  light  before  Ihs.  Also  I  bequeath  to  North 
Shoebury  Church,  for  to  find  a  light  before  Our  Lady 
in  the  said  Church,  also  I  will  that  Sir  Thomas,t 
parish  priest  of  North  Shoebury,  have  xxd  for  to  sing 
for  me  and  pray  v  masses  of  the  v  wounds,  also  I  will 
that  every  one  of  my  god-children  have  a  lamb,  also 
that  Hassell  my  servant  should  have  a  lamb,  also  all 
the  residue  of  my  goods  not  bequeathed,  my  debts 
paid,  I  will  to  give  unto  John  my  son,  also  I  will  to 
make  Thomas  Morfylde  my  overseer,  and  William 
Mochill;]:  my  executor. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  for  surveying  Chan- 
tries, &c.  14th  Feby,  2nd  Edward  VL  report  that 
one  acre  of  land  in  the  hands  of  **  Perse  Webbe"  was 
given  .to  the  maintenance  of  on>e  light  for  ever  ijs. 

•    St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

t  Parish  priests  at  this  period  were  usually  styled  "  Sir." = to  Donii- 
titM.    He  was  probably  Curate. 

X  This  Mochill  had  probably  died  before  his  administration  had 
been  completed,  for  second  letters  of  administration  had  been  granted 
to  Thoma*  Morfylde  the  Overseer,  and  Thomas  Freebarne.         _ 
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